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Thirt-,r- fifth scssion
It,-n 50 oi ihe prorrisional agencla"ii

linvllli 0I Tlili I lPLlt.linl,lTAT,L0I 0F TtlE DECLAFATIOII 0lI THE
S TRIT]GTiIEIJ I.i.]TI OF IJ.IT]]RI.AT] OI,IAL SiiCIIRITY

I etL(r d:rLed U SepLLnber lcU0 frr n t'Le Pcr:-'.nent
Rel]resentat ive of Somalia to the Unite.l l\lations

,a-4-d.IesE.g.d_-.!!_t_l19,:q9_qlg!ary- jlspcr4

T1 e aLLe| io"r o- "/ Covtr:1l-.enT nas l-een .ir.^r' o i -r.er circrlaleu 1-7 _Lh.ior^i:
and reprcduced 4 G-r.dFOl A:s-'.o ,' io-ur:cnr f\/3,/) 21 ol 3 -epre:tbcr 1llO, rr ic'

.', . n6so_LLL jo , :t.ro-L,ed ,, ;.got racL. L- 1 b1 L'lr+ CooL Oif ices
Co ".; j .-e o" t-.c Or :ani. :rtio:r oa .\fri ca.r- Un. Ly (ulU) Lu rebolvo d--fierer-ces oer!.cen
Sonalia :lnd Eihionia" liy Goverrr.lent r.iishes to mahe it cleara that no such resoluticn
I ri:Fl.n edorrl,i -l hin^' < n1rin i< h^1h:hr ^-'F 

.--r'*'+.+ h^liri..l n:ihaL gu_ -
an:. -is c-eaf 1.., I rten 'eC L ) rr ieleal rf r- i;1q'--o',-'ot ^ c"'r. 'r'1" ]bouL t-a \,Lt r,-Lur6
..-a statl- of rre conlide. lal -oce-^d.i.-i- r.r.ic lre rein; :orducLe,r -.y Lhe Goo'
oifices Corr,r'rit-tee in I'us efforts to rromot-- 'r jr.rst and lasting settlement oi the
l]roblellLs betr'reen the tlro countries.

The facts state.l beloir r'rifl shov that the action taken by l.lthicpia rn
c'r-c -lal 'n - l.l e r,rTJcr in orreqrion "rq ni- lv irrror'lsr r nri rr nrlr.i.1lF.

f , -4.t- the Tentli Srnr,lnit Conierence of OAU in 1973 the lleacj,s of Sta.t,e a.nd
Government cstablishecl a Conmii,tee of cood Offices r.rith the ioflor'rin1 terns
oi r--f erence;

l,he CoV.rl tenl..r Cf -Ur_lp-a cr- 1r-"-O .i,- tCvc a--CC(r or r,l,e Col lOrrln-
countries -

1r '= )or Lesoi o | 'ber'a I il|r-it?'t:a .li-erie. iene-al 3u.lJ'1
ancl" Tanza"nia -
lo rsn t-rcir rood oflice Lo Lo. ra- /e -^Lpr'o': b7 red rcirr .crrion
betveen thc t1.ro countries ancl esiabfish or brinl about a penoanent
oeace teLrueer Lr-:,. I.rro o-ol ter '. court-ics.

t: t\/ 3i /r:-a .
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It -ras further agree.l that the oificial operati.ons of the Good Offices
Cormittee would be at the level of lleads of State or Government and that the
Head of gtate of lltriseria woufd scrve as its Cnairman"

" In ^- , v C.nrr-rr ,r ir-,, n- .e-, i-n rn orn'.pl^)- irrcl- and
-L?..rfu-L resolurion of its ])roblems vith [thiopia ard reLyi"rg in good faith on
the terns of Teference of the Good Offices Connittee. the Somali Government
o^^anrA^ a- j',.it.t:^- a\iandcd hv fh^ ^lra.irrp- oll Lhe Co.rnmirt ee to Send a
rl.la-Fii^n ln lp-^. f^- a ..e^arel.nr-v maFl in. EL the ministcrial level . Jl-e
rroeeei irrs !re-e of a. r.rcliminarv nature 'lith rha nrrr.oq- ^f rl Fnarirr' 'or a
substantive neeting, at a later date, for the Heads af State and Governnent of
the countries represeirted on the Good Offices Conunittee.

? Olri+a nr"rlne?lrr noither the Good Offices Conrnittee nor the OAU Secretaliat
hss .issrrpd anv docllment .- iLtr -1"/1n,-pd.in.s in vj^,. ^n rL6 --ar ' r..-r il-.^-- af'e

'r^rF^.r.r- rc j..?.1 n4.sAe involvin. tr^ AXeICiSeu! d f ir q!a-tr Lrrq!,y -. r-.

of {rood offices, the proceedings are being hell ,i_n ca.n_era anal as such should be
kelt confidential untif the process of consultations is completed at the 1eve1
of Heads of State and GoYernment,

In ihe IichL o.r Lhese -[acr"s. and in order ro correct any e]'ronaoLS -inpressions
-r. t-r- '"1ic.'h;..rnrrc :.i-ria ti-c '-r'l ln1"ri-o -ppt ircnl. ohseTvatiOnS need

tc be rr'rade :

l:, Ii-r^:qr np--4 i. ra- ai F L,ii f. a-r6r,'j^us errol S of fact and 1a,v
lihich cause both the lssues and the relevant principles of internEltional lav
i^ lra .lAl iLorrlolr, - i-r-^r-.-rr -.1 F^r Avam^] nr nrren< rarfn- - . .-nln8
looL ofl ices do not_ a. ? r.a-'-er of :nLernaLiona1 -hv. ravc the comn-Lence to
,-rka '-inli-,.q ofl -..1- ^-1 l-rino f.l-e n.rrtir-s l..pcthor..y dLru !i

/,r I eoed f-nJirgs on focl or lr1,r b1'r co-r.itlee of Cood officcs rre an cxccss
^^ , -r ,^4 r. .6. ,a ^n ,\/^r . | , ,' I and void.

2" The Liinisters vho met at Lagos are not, by their terms of reference,
iluthorizeo to arbitratc or adjuJicate the disput e belween SomaI-a and Ethionia'
'I e. .llone take unon r,h^rnsel v s Lnc righr. to bestow Ll^e Ofladen (?estern Soflalia)
on one farLy or the other'. The C-aden is not and has nevct' been an integral
-]]art of Ethiorria. It has akays belonEed to its indigenaus inhabitants r,/ho

r- -la -i-Fl 1^ Fa.i,-l- r.a:. -^l ii-:aql '.' -- -'^-- --"ich. ,1.. 1 LU r l'urf L ILd rlrrJ uElrorvlrr qIr

isnor--d .hese leo jr inat_e rrcrr^r-- --e-'- an,1' l^Frr^rv ln nur
-A-i^. 1.,rt 4n +-L c .^n. ror.r L,n|' rd a.rFt.aFr A.o-^21tit.r th- r'lrar.lv dFr]'.p^oUS
si-ruation vhich obtains in the area.

{ rfLd ^,r_cr i4r ^. 
r1,F n.-,6a f^c^ 1n I r- 1-rr- ^r r.F^ hr^hl.f c ^f 

rl^|. Ho-n
nf rf-iaq a-.r ---.r'. anL- j.tcaruial consiclerariDn of this issue wou1d,
1 ,^T-f^r6 hrlr. T^ rr:r inra rnt nnlrr it c -nicrnr"inal Dr'd lFo'l tcl-lF.ls

but al-so the continued violation by Ethiopia of the inallenable right of the
O-crr-r n,^^nlp r- cerf..:J-. o-r "'o' irn | - rl-r^l.;+ jtrc ]-aj-r in"l iela'l 1, ELhiotia
ofl Lhe neonle of ihe CoAdar q-l IIa Ic. ^v lftLir-ir ^ f.l.,-'.'1 rnarcorerieS in
vha,t is essentiaffv an African conflict 

"
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l-l ' rn vier'r of Ethiopiats grave departure from acccpted diproratic norms andpractice and its violation of the fundonental principles of good offices
Drocedures, the somali covernnent has lraken up the matter of the circulationof the nthiopi-an paper' and iis attributation to the above-mentioned ministerial
neeting. uith the chaiTman of the Good offices comnittee, IIis nxcellency the
Fresident of Nigeria, The sornali Gcverment also has drarrn the attention ot'the secretary -General of the oAU to this act of political chicanery on the partof the lthiopian Governnent "

5' I',rhile somalia vil1 continue to r,'ork for a peaceful and- just settlement ofthe issues before the Good Offices Conmittee, it will oppose vigorously anSr
attenpt at political expediencv and trickery designed to compronise or deny to
the t:eople of the Ogaden the inalienable rights guaranteed to then by
internat ional, 1al.r,

6" rinally, it must be emprrasized bhat the conduct displayed by the covernmentof iithiopia in this natter cannot but seliously underrnine the efforts of oAUto resolve the Ethiopia-Sor,ralia dispute, and also ,che ability of th,-
organization to r,rin the trust of member states in dispute so that they r,'i11turn to it as an efilective organ in the cause of .justice and peace in our
continent "

r shoufd be grateful ii you r,rould kindly have this letter circulated as anofficial docr.ment of the ceneral Assenbly under iten 50 of the provisional agenda.

(Signea) Ahned Mohamed ADAN
Aabassador ancl

Ferna.nen', llepres ent ati -\re

to the United liiations




