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t. In paragraph B of resolutioa 3Z/I7e of 19 Decembe r :1977, the cenerat Assemblyrequested the Governing council of the united Nations Environment rrogramme ( uml)tr, report to it, through the Economic and Social Cor.mcil, at its thiriy_thirdsession and every two years thereafter, on the irplenentation of the pian of Actionto combat Desertifi cation. The Governing council's report on this matter to theAssembly at its thirty-fifth sessio.r "on"titrrte" secti.on rr of the annex to thepresent note.

2. In paragraph 5 of resolution 33/88 of l-5 Decenber 19Tg, the Assenbly requestedthe Governing Council- to report to it annualLy on the irrplementation of the plan ofAction in the sud.aao*sahelian region. rn paragraph B of resolution 3L/rgT or18 feceraber f979, the AssenbLy requested ttre coverning colmcil to continue toreport to it annually, througtr the Economic and social council. The council-'sresponse to these requests is contained in section TTf of the annex, rnrhi ch alsoincorporates the report 
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3. Section fV of the annex highlights the constTaints that sti11 hinder theinrplernentation of the pran of A;tio;, while section v presents the action taken bythe Governing Council of UNEP at i.ts eighth session,
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I . INTRODUCT ION

l. This report, submitted in accordance with paragraph 8 of resolufion 32/l-l7
of l9 December l97l , paragraph 6 of resolution li,/88 of l5 December l97g ano
paragraph B of resolution 34/ l8'1 of lB December 19-19, constitutes the report
which the Governing counci I of the united Nations Environment programme (UNEp)
is required to submit to the General Assemb ly, through the Economic and Social
council, on -the implementation of the plan oi Action to combat DesertificaTlon.

2. The Economic and Social Counci l, at jts second regular session of lggo,
considered the subject during its consideration of ihe report of the Governing
Council of UNEP on the work of its eighth session and the decisions annexed thereto
(UNIP/CC.B,/10 ano Corr. I-4). Tre present reporl is based on a repori presentedto the Governing council at its eighth session, l/ which has been updated by the
Executive Director to JO June l9BO, as authorize? by the uNEp Governing council in
decision 8/l'l ot 29 Apri | 1980.

3. The report comprises four main sections. Section ll deals with the over-all
progress in the lmplernentation of the Plan of Action to combat Desertificafion
since the thirty-third session of the General Assembly. Section lll dealsspecifically wifh the imp lementation of the plan of Action in the sudano-sahelian
region sjnce -l-he preparation of the annual report submifted to the General Assembly
at its thirty-fouth sessjon (A/34/4O0, annex). Section lV contalns concluding
remarks highlighting "l'he constraints that still hinder the imp lementation of the
Plan of Action. Section V describes fhe action taken by fhe Governino Counci I of
UNEP at its eighth session.

L/ UNEP/GC. 8/6 and Corr. I

Add.3 and Add.l/Corr. l.
and 2, Add.l, Add. | /Corr.l, Add.2, Add,2/Corr,t,



L/3, /tli-r
Englisir
Annex
fage q

CO.ORDINATION AND FOLLOW-UP OF THE IMPLEIIENTATION
OF THE PLAN OF ACTION TO COMBAI DESERTIF]CATION

ACTION TAKEN TO IN1PLEI,,1ENT THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS
OF THE GENEML ASSEN,4BLY AND DEC I S IONS OF THE

GOVERN lNG COUNC I L OF UNEP

4, Since ihe thirty-thlTd session of -ihe General Assembly, efforts have been
undertaken to implernent the relevant resolutions adopied at its thir+y-second and
thirfy-third sessions l3?/168,32/169 and 32/172 of l9 December 1977; l3l88 and
33/89 ot l5 December l97B), as wel I as +he relevant decisions of the Governing
Council of UNEP adopted at its sixth and seventh sessions. These called for the
es+ablishment oi +he Desertificafion Unif of UNEP, the Inter-Agency i,,]orking Group
on Desertificaiion ( IAWGD) and the Consuliative Group for Desertlfication Conirol,
the enlargement of the mandate and capaci+ies of the Uniied Nailons Sudano-
qehatiFn of+ira {t.\co} +ha ^--?hrr.r-e6hf ^{ +h^ c^..itt AccouFl ro conbal
Dese rt i f i cai i o n, and the study on addilional measures for financing the P lan of
Act ion .

l. Desertification Unit of UNEP

5. The Deserfifica+ion Unit established within the UNEP Bureau of ihe Programme
in accordance wi-ih Governing Council declslon 6/13 E of 24 l.4ay l97B has nolv
become fully operatlonal. In accordance viih Governing Council decision 7/3,
paragraph 4 (c) of May I919, this Unit co-ordinates and follows-up activltles
rela+ed fo the implemeniaiion of the Plan of Action +o Cornbat Desertification and
to arid and semi-arid lands ecosystens, and serves as ihe secretariat for both
lAI4GD and the Consultative Group for Desertification Control.

2. Ufiiied Na-tlons Sudano-Sehelian 0ffice

6, The Unlted Nalions Sudano-Sahelian 0ffice (UNs0), including lis regional
office a1 ouagadougou, has now become fully operational with regard io its
addiflonal mandate fo act, on behalf of UNEP, in promoting and co-ordinaling the
implemen+al-ion of the Plan of Action +o Combat Deseriification ln the fifteen
countries of fhe Sudano-Sahellan reglon.

7. Resources +o finance UNS0ts additional anti-deser+iflcation resnonsibilities
are being provided by UNEP and UNDP in equal shares. Financing for inslifuional
support has been used to en large the organlza+ional and adminisirative capacity
of UNSo, especlally of its regional office ai Ouagadougou: flve ou+ of six
additional professlonal posts are located in -ihe Ouagadougou office. Programme
support financing is belng utilized to carry oui the planning and programming
func-i ions of UNS0.

8. In 1980-1981, programme support funds will be used lor: assls+ance io
Governments in refining project proposals ldentified during the UNS0 planning
and programming missions; support to na1-ional planning auihorities in the
preparation and nr)nitoring of the implementatjon of natjonal plans for comba+ing
desertificatjon; disseminalion of information on fhe appllcation of exisling
technologies and on innovative techniques, including methods for pronoting
populaT awareness and participation +hrough seminars, workshops and fellouships
for policy-makers and declsion-makersl provislon of direct s!ppor+ to training
and research institutions; and possibly the design and inifiation of pllot
p rojects.
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9, A more detailed accoun-t of UNSO's ac+lvities on behalf of UNEP in the
implementation of the Plan of Aciion to Combat Deser+ifica+ion in the Sudano-
Sahelian region is given in section lllof ihe present oocumenr.

J. Infer-Agency i{orkinq Group on Deserfification

10. The lnl-er-Agency I'iorking Group on Desertification ( IAWGD), established in
cornpliance with General Assembly resolutlon 32/112, hel d its second meeiing on
l7 Sep-fember l9 79.

ll. A draft cornpendium of activities related +o combaiing desertification
conduc+ed by lndividual organizations and bodies of the Unil-ed Nations system
was prepared by the Desertifica-l-ion Unit of UNEP in close collaboration with -ihe
menrbers of lAWGO. IAWGD invited those agencies which have nol- so far been in
a posi+lon +o provide full information on J-heir ac+ivl+ies to do so as soon as
possible, so that a comprehensive document can be prepared which will give a
cor.ple+e survey of -ihe United Nations sys+erf an+i-deser+ifica+ion efforts and
aci-ivitles, and which will serve as a tool for decision-making within ihe sysiem
on the selection of areas for future programmes. IAWGD agreed to recornmend to
its member agencies +hat some of the 24 man-months of professional staff
seTVlces io be put annually at the dlsposal of the Desertifica+ion Unit be
utilized lor ihe over-all redrafting and in-dep+h analysis of +he compendium.
This task should be accomplished durlng l9BO,

12. A preliminary analysis of the drafl compendium, undertaken by IAWGD, was
presenied by ihe Admi nisira-tive Cornrnittee on Co-ordlnation (ACC) in its report
to the Governing Council at ils eighth session (UNEP/GC.8/4), which also
identified obstacles to +he full inTpIementafion of the Plan of Action io Combat
Deser-iiiication, and recofinended tha+ high priority be given, within each of
the United Naiions agencies and bodies concerned, to activilies which would
contribule io ihe implementation of -ihe Plan of Action, as vjell as to financial
suppori lor such acfivities.

ll. The Working Group met at Geneva +ran 24 to 26 l4arch 1980 +o review +he
maierial submitted by agencies and organizaiions of the Uniled Nations system
on +heir aciivities, both in progress and planned, ln the area of deseriification.
The nreeting reviewed and evalua-fed naterial submil-ted by the Departmenl- of
Technical Co-operation for Developmen-f, ECLA, ESCAP, UNlD0, UNDP, UNDRO, hrFP,
lL0, FAO, Wl'10, WMO and fhe World Bank, Based on its analysis of the information
provided, the Working Group adopted a -table of conients for an analytical report
l,,ihich is being prepared by the UNEP Deser+ification Unl+ and, after circulation
to members of the l,iorking Group before finalization, will be submi+ted to the
next meeting of the Working Group, -to be held in September 1980.

4. Consultative Group for Desertification Control

14, The membership of the Group is now as follows:

Co-sponsors: United Natlons Deparifi€nt ol Techn]cal Co-operation for
Developn€nt, Uni+ed Natlons Environneni Prograrnrne (UNEP), united Natlons
I ndus+ri a I Deve I opment 0rgan i zat ion (UN I D0), Un iied Nat i ons Deve lopnent
Programme (UNDP), United Nations Fund for Popula+ion Acitvjties (UNFPA),
hiorld Food Counci I (WFC), Food and Agriculture 0rganization of the
United Nations (FAO), United Nations Educaiional, Scientlflc and Cul-l'ural
Organ 1 zat i on (UNESCO), Worl d l4eteoro I ogi ca | 0rgan i za-l'ion (!/f.40) ;
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Members: Australia, Bolivia, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, India,
lran, lraq, Japan, Kenya, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, Netherlands,
Niger, Senegal, Sudan, Sweden, UniteC Sl-ates of America, LJpper Volta,
Uruguay, Unifed Nations Sudano-Sahelian 0ffice (UNS0), World Bank,
lnternafional Fund for Agricultural Deveiopmenl- ( IFAD), Arab Bank for
Economic Development in Afrjca (BADEA), Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Developmen-f, Arab League Educatjonal, C!ltural and Scientific 0rganizafion
(ALECS0), Commission of ihe European Communities, Permanenf lnter-S-tal-e
Commi ltee fcr Drought Contnol in the Sahel (CILSS).

A number of Governmenls indicated the desire to be associated wi+h ihe Group as
observers. These a Fe:

Canada, Cape Verde, Denmark, Egypi, Ethiopla, Gambia, ltaly, Kuwait,
l/ali, Mauri-l-ania, Ne\,i Zealand, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Somalla, Spain,
Swl-tzerland, USSR, United Arab Emirates, Unifed Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern lreland and Venezuela,

15. Dur:ng Jan"ary - Ma-cr 1980, nissiors headed oy senior officers o' JNEP, ir
which representatives of fhe Desertlflcatlon tlnii and UNSo participated,
vicilFr v^ri^|| nnla-fi.rl d^n^r .^1,+rieS dnc insT'tLTiong to
consulf on the prepara-tions for the second session of the Consultative Group for
DeSerf'+icalion Corlrol, o1 +l'p p.ojec-S prese"red fo. t\e GroLprS corsidera-ion
and on the general procedures for -the work of the Group, These mlssions were
well received, and in alnost all instances at the highesi level; the Executive
Director expressed his gratitude for this during the Grouprs second sesslon.

l|6. The Grouprs second session (Nairobi, l2-14 flarch l9BO) which was preceded by
a rneetlng of the co-sponsors on lO and ll N4arch, was aitended by 24 co-sponsors
and core r0embe rs of the Group, In addition, l7 observers and invited participants
al l-ended.

17. A toial of 27 projeci proposals were presented to the Group. Of these 20,
from Jl countries of l-he Sudano Sahelian-region, were submitled by UNS0, while
I, from 5 countries, were submiiled by the Desertification Unii. All -fhe
projeci proposals subrnitted by Governments for consideratlon by the Consulta-five
Group were supported by written assurances indicating the priority accorded ic
the projecis, their technical correci-ness, agreemeni fo the costing and the
level of financial commitment to the project by the Government,

18. Twenty-six projects received declara-tions of support from one or more of
the categories of participants, namely: donor counfries, United Nations
organlzationsr and financial instltutians, Approprlate steps fof follow-up
action and co-ordinalion of offers of financial support for projects were agreed
fo af the meeting. The Group also agreed on proposa ls regarding its future work.

19. lt was widely emDhasized that desertificaljon control was not an isolaied
acfivliy, but an in+egral pari of the economic anC social developfitent of the
countries concerned. The main aim of the Consulfative GTouprs second session
was to move 10 fhe operafional phase of iis activi-l'ies, and that goal was
achieved. Although no speciflc comm i-l'men-fs were for-l-hcomin9, the results of
the Consulfa-five Groupis meefing 1n terms of support for projecfs can be
considered a pcsitive firsf step in mobiilzing resources io combai desertification.
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5. Special Accounf fo combat degeriifjca-fjon

20. The Special Account was esiablished within l-he United Nations in March 1979.
The Executive Direc+or of UNEP, in a Ietter of 20 Augusi 1979, invited Governments
to give favourable consideraiion to coniributing generously to the Special
Acco u nt.

21. Several Governments have since expressed their general suppori for the
Special Accouni: Algeria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Brazll, Eurundi,
Chile, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Egyp+, El Salvador, Ghana, India, Kenya,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, l'.,!alawi, ly'exico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Seychelles, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Thailand, Tonga, Tunisia,
United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, upper Volta, and Zambia.
The Governmenf ol Kenya, while expressing its support for ihe Special Accouni- and
maintaining ihat +he addi+ional measures and n€ans of financing should be
derived from voluntary coniributions, proposed ihat this could be achieved by a
special pledging conference organized by ihe Secretary-General, probably at ihe
thirty-fifth session of ihe General Assembly.

22. On the other hand, a number of Governments - Australia, Austria, Canada,
Czechoslovakia, Oenmark, Finland, France, German Democra+ic Republic, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Hungary, lreland, ltaly, Japan, Ne'therlands, Poland,
South Africa, Singapore, Switzerland, Ukralnian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union
of Soviet Socialisi Republics, United Ki ngdom oi Great Britain and Northern
lreland and United S-iates of America - have indica-ted their negafive reaction to
the establishmenf of the Special Accounf and their unwillin^nacc +^ ^^h+.ih"+Ato it.

23. While considering matlers rela+ed lo -the i mp I emen-l-at i o n of the PIan of Action
to Combat Desertlfication at iis -fhirty-four+h session, the General Assembly, in
ils resolution 34,/184 of l8 Decernber 1979, stressed the urgency of implementing
ihe Plan of Action, in view of 'lhe acute serjousness of the oroblem in many
countries, partic!larly developing couniries, and of the llmi+ed resourceg which
it had been possible to mobilize so far to combat desertification, and took note
with saiisfac+ion of the opening of the Special Account to finance ihe implementation
of the Plan. lt also nofed wi+h concern the lack of adequa+e financial resources
for the jmplementation of -the Plan of Action and the slo,ir progress achieved so
far; no1'ed also wi+h concern that no coniribu+ion +o the Special Account had
been made so far; and called upon Governmenis and financjal organizations to
coniribute generously to the Special Account, $ith a view +o acceleraiing ihe
implementation of +he Plan of Action, As of 30 June 1980, only N4exico had
announced a con'frjbution 10 -the Special Accoun+.

6. g!!y ofr addilionaI m€asures forffi
24. Ihe study prepared in response to General Assembly resolulion 32/ljZ vtas
submi-tted, with the commerris of the UNEP Governing Counci l, to the General
Assembly at i-is thirty-third session as document A/33/26A, By resolution JJ,/89,
+he General Assembly requested +he Secretary-General fo solicit the views of
6overnmenls concerning the study. The Secretarv-General inviled Governments
lo provide their vieu/s to tl^e Execu+ive Director of LtNEp. These were presented
to the General. Assembly at its thirty-fourth session in document A/34/:.]j. By
resolution 34/184, the General Assembly requested +he Secretary-Genera | , in
consultation wiih the Governing Council of UNEP, to submjt to +he Generat
Assembly at its thirty-fifih session a repor-t on the basis of a sfudy to be
prepared for this purpose. The Secretary-Genera | , through +he Executive Director
of UNEP, consulted fhe Governing Counci I on +he struciure of the required s+udy.
By decision 8/17, paragraph 9, the Council approved fhe over-all structure of
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ihe study. The group of high-level experis convened by lhe Executive Director
io prepare the study met in early May and early June 1980, and will meet again
in July to finalize the study. The report of the Secretary-General will be
issued as document A/35 /

B. ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEI/BLY AT ITS
TH I RTY-FOURTF] SESS ION

25. The General Assemb ly, a-i its fhirty-fourih session, considered several
documenis relaied, in full or in part, to the implementation of the Plan of
Act ion to Combat Desertification:

- A/34/25 - Report of the Governing Counci I of fhe United Na-tions
Environment Programme on the work of its seven+h session;

- A/34/4O5 - Note by the Secretary-Genera I preseniing the reporf of
the Governlng Counci I of the United Nalions Environment Programme
on the implemen+ation of the Plan of Aciion to Combat Deseriification
in the Sudano-Sahe I ian region;

- A/34/406 - Reporl- of the Secreiary-Genera I on measures taken for
the benef i-l- of -ihe Sudano-Sahelian region;

- A/34/515 - Report of fhe Sec reta ry-Gene ra I on additional measures and
means of linancing for -the implementaiion of the Plan of Aciion to
Combat Deserti f i catlon.

?6. Three resolutions were adcpted by the General Assembly af i+s thirty-
fourth session, all on lB December 1979:

- 34/184 - Plan of Action to Combai Desertifica+ion;

- 34/lB5 - Plan of Action to Conrbat Desertificaiion:
restoration and impTovement of the Foula-Djallon massif;

- 34/187 - lmplementation of fhe Plan of Action to Combat
Deser-flfication in the Sudano-Sahel ian region,

27, As to the over-all implemenfation of the Plan of Acfion to Combaf
Deserfifica-fion, the GeneFal Assembly, in addition io the provisions described
in paragraphs 23 and 24 abave, by ihe other operative paragraphs of its
resolu-tlon 34l184 expressed its appreciation to LJNEP for jts work as co-ordinafor
for the implerrren-l-ation of the Plan of Action to Combat Deser-tif ica+ion and
called upon donor countries and lnterested organizations io parficipate
actively in the work of the Consultative Group for Desertifjcation Control and
-fo support the projects slbmit'ted to +hem through the Group.

28. The call on donor countries and interested organizations referred -fo in
paragraph 27 abave was brought to the at-iention of Governmenis and organizations.

29. By ifs reso I ution 34/ | 85, the Genera I Assernb ly invited the Govern ing
Council of UNEP +o consider favourab ly +he lnclusion of the pilot project for
the improvernent and restoraiion of the Fouta-Djallon massif in l-is programme
of aciion against (jeser-fification, and requested the Secreiary-General to repor+
to the General Assembly at its thirfy-fiflh session on the implementatjon of -the
resclution. The repor-f of fhe Secreta ry-Ge nera I wil I be issued as document A/35/ 369
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50. The General Assembly resolutions related to the implementation of the
Plan of Action to Combat Desertification in the Sudano-Sahelian region,
including resolutions 34/lB5 and 34/181 , will be dealt with in section ll of
the present report, and action by the Governing Counci I in response to these
recnlrrti^nc ic nrpcen+c.l in section lV,

C. ACTIOf! TAKEN BY UNEP AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE
UN ITED NAT IONS SYSTEI.4

l. Revision and refinement of the oro.lect proposa ls
within the transnational conceots for desertifi-
cation control apDroved by the United Nations
Conference on Deserti f i cation

ll. The Desertification Unit and UNS0, in co-operation with Governments and the
agencies concerned, have revised and refined the project proposals referred
to in paragraph l4 above.

(a) Norfh Af rican Green Be lt

37. Within this concept, five projects - two from each of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya and Tunisia and one from Egypt - have been finalized, and were
submitted to the Consultative Group for Desertification Conirol at the request
of ihe Governments concerned. All of them received declarations of suooort.

(b) l4ajor Begional Aquifer in North East Africa

33. Two national components of the project concept, fogether with a component
on co-ordinaiion, were refined in a serjes of meetings by the Governments of
Egypt and Sudan with the co-operation of the Desertification LJnit, the
Unlted Nations Department of Technical Co-operafion for Development and UNESCO.
At the request of the two Governments, these project proposals were submitted
to the Consultative Group, and both received declarations of support,

(c) Desertification |\4onitorlng Proqramme in South America

34. A technical mission from the GEMS programme activlty centre of UNEP and
the Deserliflcation Unlt.visited Argentina, Bolivia and Peru in laie 1978,
conducted meetings and discussions wlth the authorities concerned and at the
same time collected the data and i nformation required for project formulation.
Three project proposals, one for each country, were prepared in close co-operation
with representatives of the Governments concerned. Bolivia requested the presentatior
of its naiional component to the Consultafive Group, where it received a declaration
of s uD oo rt.
(d) Desertification Monitorinq Programme in South Wesf Asja

35, A technical mission from GEMS fo assist counfries in formulating their
natlonal components visited Afghanisfan , India and Pakistan in May 1979, and
was complemenied by an additional technical consu ltant misslon to India. Although
work is coniinuing ln the countries to prepare basic data and first draft of
background papers, only in Pakistan has significant progress been made up ti ll now,
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36, Project proposals within the transnational concepts of management of
livestock and rangelands in the Sudano-Sahelian region (SOLAR) and the Sahel
Green Belt were elaborated by UNSO. Several project proposals within these
two concepts have been prepared +or submission to the Consultative Group.

2. Other projects

57. The UNEP-supported elements of EMASAR (Ecological Management of Arid and
Semi-Arid Rangelands and MAB-J/IPAL (Man and the Biosphere programme, project 3,
Integrated Project on Arid Lands) are small portions of larger programmes wlthin
FAO and UNESCO respectively. The EMASAR programme of FAO aims at furthering
the application of ecological knowledge in the management of range resources,
and is essentially based on national action programmes, IPAL is a part of the
UNESCO [4AB-] progranme dealing essentially wi'th research on ecological and
sociological interactions in +he arid and semi-arid zones between man and
grazing lands. The two programmes have a co-ordinating secretariat based in
Rorne.

38. A Join"t mission to evalua+e the UNEP - supported elements of these
p rog rammes was organized during May-June 1979, with a view to providing
guidance to the Desertificafion Unit as regards the long-term future of these
projects. The Executive Director is now considering, in consultation with FAO

and UNESCO, the best ways of continuation of UNEPTs support for the EMASAR and
MAB-5 programmes 1n the light of the recomrnendat i ons of the joint mission.

39. The International Co-ordinating Counci | (lCC) of the MAB p rogramn-^, at
its sixth session (November 1979), analysed 1n depth the MAB activities in
arid and semi-arid lands (projects 3 and 4), and noted that efforts to
establish a global nefwork of biosphere reserves in arid and semi-arid areas
were sti ll insufficienf bearino in mind the oroblems of desertifica+ion in
particular.

40. A UNEP/USSR project on comba'ting desertiticafion through lntegrated
development, es+ablished as a direct response to Recommendation 4 of the Plan
of Action io Combat Desertification, envisages the uti llzation of industrialization
and urbanlzation as means of combating dese rt i f i cat ion. lt will be financed
nnstly from fhe non-convertible currency por+ion of the Environment Fund and
executed by 'the Governmenf of the USSR in co-operation with UNlD0. Several
counfries affected by deseri;fication have expressed their intention to participate
in this project, for which fhe f;rst programming meetlng was held in l4oscow
(February 1979) with the parficlpation of representatives of Afghanisian, India,
lraq, [4ali, Mexico, Peru, the USSR, UNEP and UNlD0. The implementation of ihe
project has now started. lt is expected ihat ofher countries as well as agencies
concerned wi I I join it in the fu+ure.

41. International desertification control training courses, organized jointly
by UNEP and the Government of the USSR for specialists from the developing
countries, were held during 1978 and 1979. An international meeting held in
Alma-Ata, U55R, in May 1979 to evaluate these courses, and attended by
representativ€s of +he USSR, UNEP, FAO and UNESCO as well as by nine internatlonal
specialists from different parts of fhe world, Tecommended ihe establishment
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of these courses on a permanenf basis, the expans ion of the programme
by adding rrrange ecology, management and produciivity" fo fhe preseni
subjects of rrsand-dune sfabillzationtt and salinity con-trol under irrigation't,
and the ensurance of FAO and UNESCO DartlciDafion in these courses.
Arrangemenls for the implemenia-fion of these recommendations are being
cons i de red .

42. An internafional deserfificaiion control iraining couTSe organizedjointly by UNEP and the Government of China was held in 1978. The 1979
couTSe was postponed for adnrinis+rative reasons, Arrangements are being
undertaken to bstablish +hese courses on a permanent basis and to expand
trre programme beyond the present subject of ttsand-dune stabi I izaiionrr,

43. During 1980, a working meeting of the Unlted Natians agencies concerned
(UNEP, UNESCO, FAO), probably -logether with the United Nations Universify (UNU)
and the United Nations lnstitute for Trajning and Research (UNITAR), witl be
convened by UNEP to work ou-f a comprehensive and co-ordinated globat network
of training programmes io mee-l the requirements of -l-he i mp lenren-l-at ion of the
P lan of Aciion.

44. Guidelines for a UNEP/FAO project on desertlficafion assessment and
mapplng were set on the basis of the findings of an experl meeiing (May 1979)
which recommended a set of indicators to be utllized for the assessment and
mapping of desentification al- various scales and for differenf Durooses.
The p rojec-t will be executed by FAO in co-operaiion with UNESCO, WVO and
the International Soclety of Soi I Science (ISSS). lt js expec-l-ed fhaf the
first draft of the me+hodology for desertification assessment and mapping
will be prepared and reviewed during the second half of l9BO, after whlch
if will be available for practical field tesiing and further elaboration.

45. Be-tween July 1919 and May 1980, the Deser-tificalion Un1-t organized
preliminary planning,/programming misslons to Bangladesh, Benin, Bofswana,
Burundi, Democractic Yemen, Lesotho, Nepal, United Republic of Tanzania and
Yemen Arab Republic. Similar missions are planned for Afghanistan, Malawi
and Rwanda. The main purpase of these missions is to exp lore the exi s-l-ing
situaiion in the coun-l-ries with respec+ to desertification and the on-going
ac-l-ivities io combat il-, and to offer UNEPTs assisfance to the Governments
in the preparation of national plans of ac-lion -fo conrbat desertjficalion in
accordance with the recornmendations of the United Nations Conference on
Deseriif ica-l-ion, As a result of these missions, several Governmenfs have
already requested the Executive Director to provide -l-hem with assis-tance.

46, A UNU workshop on training and managemenf for arid lands (Federal
Republic of Gerrnany, 29 October - I November 1979) was attended by some
5O participants from the worldwide academic communify concerned wifh arid
Iands and by representatives of UNEP, UNS0 and UNESCO. The oufcome will be
presented io the UNU Advisory Commii+ee for its programm€ on the use and
managemen'f of naiural resources, with a view to adapling i-l-s priorities
concerning arid lands to the recommendaiions of fhe workshop.

47, rhe eighth !,/orld Meteorologicar congress (May 1979) approved ihe ini-l'iaf ion,
during the perlod l980-1983, of studies to ascertain how agromefeorologists
in semi-arid and arid areas may be able to assis-l agriculturists and pianners
by providing them with information on the likely efiects of land management
practlces on deserfification and soil degradatlon and erosion. The wMo commissionfor Ag romeieoro I ogy, at its seventh session, established a working group on
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ag rome+eoro log ica I aspects of land management ln arid and semi-arid areas,
with special reference fo desertificalion problems. Wl40 has also con-tlnued
to collect and process climatic data for the Sudano-Sahelian region. Several
expeat nrissions weFe sent -fo developing countries to asslst in strengthening
mej-eo ro log I ca I services for agrlculfure and land managemen+ planning.
Fallowing consultaiions with ihe Deser-tjfication Unit, WMO has p resen-l-ed to
UNEP for consideration a project proposal on the assessrnen-l- of ppteorological
effects on Sahelian pastoral ecosystems. The possibility of merging -l-his

project proposal with the AGRHYMET project (Regional programme for ihe streng-
fhening of ihe agro-mefeorological and hydrologlcal services in the Sudano-
Sahel ian negion) will be discussed between UNEP and I'1M0. These aciivities
are planned and carried oui within +he Wl{O Plan of Action in the Meteoroligical
and Hydrological Aspecfs of the Combaf Against Desertificaiion, adopted by
Wlt4O in l978 following the recomrnen dat i on s of the Desertification Conference.

48, The lnlernational Labour 0ffice ( lL0) implements a range of vocational
fraining programmes rela-ied to development of skills ancng rural populafions
in arid and marginal zones. Certain oi these skills are required for the
applica-l'ion of improved farming iechniques approprlate fo arid ecosysterns,
including irrigation. O+hers are designed to develop small industries as
alternative neans of employnent in rura I zones. Some recenf examples are the
lLo-UNS0 project on rural artisans in Nigeria, a simi lar lLo-UNDP project in
Upper Volta including the establishment of a naiional artisan tralning centre,
and a feasibl I ity s-tudy in Cape Verde.

49. The FAO Conference, at ifs fwentieth sesslon ( Rome,, l0-29 November 1979),
noted fhe emphasis on the conl-ro I of deserfification and particularly welcomed
continujng FAo ac+ivities in the Sahel supporting fhe considerab le assistance
provided bilaterally. lt also welcomed continuing collaboratjon with UNEP.

50. When finalized, the compendium mentioned in paragraphs ll and l2 above
will orovide a nxf re comDrehensive account of -l-he actlvities withln ihe
United Nations sysl-em related -l-o combaiing desertification.

D. ACTIO'I BY REGIONAL COMI,IISSIONS AND OTHER

REG IONAL INT ERGOVE RNN1ENTA L BOD I ES

I . Ge nera I

51. None of the regional commjssions has so far been able fo organize an
iniergovernmental regional rneeting , technical workshop or seminar io
consider the immedlate lmplementation of -i-he Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification in fhe negion, as was recommended in paragraph 6 of
General Assembly resolution 32/172, due to the fac+ tha-f no special financial
provisions were made in ihe regular budget for carrying out this recommendation.
Such regional meetings are planned by ECLA, ECWA and ESCAP for 1980 and
t98t.

2. Af.i ca

52. Following up the lmplementation of the rnedium-ferm plan of action to
combat droughi and desertification, which consfi+uies a part of ihe Inter
African Programme of Action on ihe Control of Drought, Desertifica-fion and
other Natural Disasters adopfed by the Organization of African Unity (OAU),
the Sfanding Committee on Droughi, Deser+ificatlon and Natural Disasters
of the OAU Counci I of f4inisters recornmended the immediate implemenlafion of
two o ro iecis:
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(a) Development of a hydrogeological map of Africa;

(b) Iniegra-ted biological development and rehabilitaiion of the
Foufa-Djallon [4c unta i ns.

53, In accepting these recommendations, the oAU Counci I of Ministers, at
its July 1979 meeting, adopfed -fwo resolutlons, in which, anbng other
things, requested -ihe appropriate United Nafions agencies and the most
concerned i ntergovernmenta I f undi ng i nstitutions to co-operate cl osely
and fully with the OAU General Secretariat for the implemen-fation of
the preliminary programme of action; commended the decision of the
Governing Council at iis seventh session (decision 1/13 C) to give
assisi-ance +o fhe implementation of the projec+ for +he preparation of
a hydrogeological map of Africa; and requested the Executive Direcl-or to
integrate the pjlo+ project for the development and rehabilltation of the
Fouta-Djallon Pla-feau with the transnafional project for the esfab lishmenf
^+ ^ 
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54. A working meeting on ihe implementa-fion of the OAU programme of action,
convened by the OAU secretariat and attended by representatives of ECA, FAO,
lLO, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, UN50, 14H0, as well as of such inter-regional
organlzations as BADEA, CILSS, the Desert Locusi Con-l-ro| 0rganiza-fion for
Eas-f Africa and -l'he Joint An-fi-Locusi and Anti-Aviurian Organization,
elaborated on -l-he defalls of the implementatjon of the above two projects
and -l-he OAU secretariatrs proposals fo establish an OAU/FAO/UNEp joint
regional commission and joint relief fund to facilitafe the implemen-tation
of the two p roj ecis.

55. The Desertification Unit consul-ied with OALJ Headquarters on means of
esfablishing working relationships and rnoda lities for co-opera+ion. The
Execu-tive Director is now considering the resulfs of -fhese negotiatjons
and -i'he oAU proposals concerned ln ihe light of the General Assembly
resolution 34/185 ot l8 December 1'919, in order io +ake concrete steps in
imp lementing Governing Counci I decision -7/13 C. A draft mernorandum of
undersianding between oAU and UNEP concetrnjng -these mat-fers has been
prepared and is being considered by the parties.

l. West As ia

56. The Economic Commission for Wesiern Asia (EC!!A), at its sixth session(28 Apri | - 5 l,/ay 1979) adopted a Plan of Action lo Combat Desertification
il,i!. E9!A Region as presented in a note by its Executive Secre-fary(E/ECWA/II of 24 April 1919), A comprehensive and detailed ptan wiil Oe
worked ou-t by ECWA during ihe 1980-t9Bt bienniurn. The oriorities identified
by ECWA for the t'lan include:

(a) Monitoring of deserliflcation processes;

(b) Activilies related fo land-use planning and management, particularly
tra in ing;

(c) l",bnitoring of fhe human condltion in arid and desertlfied areasl

(d) Streng-l-hening of activiiies in the field of water resources
deve lopment and use.
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The Corirmission called on its member Stafes and concerned regional and
international organizations to provide all possible financial, technical
and advisory assis'fance for the organization of a regiona I meeting on
agrlcultural (natural ) Tesources conseTvation and conseTVation pol icies
ln the ECWA countries, which it is planned to convene during the third
quarter of 1980. Apart from the technical aspects concerned wilh major
issues of conservation, the meeting will also discuss the lmplementation of
-ihe Plan of Action at the regional level and define regional programn€s and
projects more precisely with a view to enhancing their preparation and
implementation.

57, The Commission also recommended that high priority be given to the
implementation of the recommendations made by the ECWA/lraq Foundation for
Scientific Research internationa I expert consultation on irrlgation and
agrlculiural developrnenf, (Baghdad, 24 February - | March 1979).

E. ACTION BY GOVERNI4ENTS AT THE NAT IONAL LEVEL

58. The following brief account of some of the specific activlties report€d
by the Governments indicates how fhe imp lementation of the Plan of Action at
the national level is developing:

Afghanistan - A National Desertlfication Committee consisting oi
representatives of the relevant mlnistries and institutions
has been established by the Government;

Ausiralia - The Government is prepared to direct nbre of its developrnent
asslstance resouTces to desertification control activities
in accordance with priorities set by developing countries.
In regard to possible training for those involved in
North African and Sahel rrGreen Beltrr projects, Austral ia
could provide assistance within its existing student
programme. Placenrent in appropriate courses in Austra I la
might also be arranged on behalf of other donors. Ausfralia
intends to conduct a course in desertification control, for
about 20 countries of the Asian region, in l98l;

Barg laces' - A v; goro-9 I .ee-p I a-r i rg p rogramre l-as been launched, and a
cana l-d igg i ng p rogTamme has been deve loped on a se I f-he lp
bas is:

Bo ivia - 0n l! J,rly 1919 | a decree was passed creating the Connission
on Arid and Semi-Arid Lands in accordanc€ with -lhe
recommendationS of the Deser-f if ica-fian Cnnforenca:

Botswana - The Government has embarked on a sand-dune stabilization
project on a flve-hectane plot siluated in Bokspits area,
which is highly susceptible to sand-dune formation due io
overgrazing; this project will be extended to 25 hectaresjf funds are made available;
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In 1978, if was decided to rtimplement a green projec-ir',
consisting of a 5.1 million hectare shelter belt system
in northern China, and in the same year, a desertification
research institute was esiatr lished. The Governmenr nas
offlcially designated f March as Tree Planting Day, and its
policy is to prevent desertification of arid and serni-arid
areas by managing them accordlng to the characteristics of
the ecosystems. To this end, a nation-wide survey of
agricultural Tesources and research in-lo the divlsions
between nafural zones are being conducted,

Late in 19-19, the environment proteciion law and the
national forestry law were promulgated on a trlal basis
to strengthen the legal protection of natural resources
and forest cove r.

In co-operation with UNEP, China hosted an international
training course in combating deserti fication .in 1978,
and has offered to host another in 1980. Consultations are
also under way with UNEP on the establishment of a research
and trai!ing centre for cornbating desertification;

The Government is ready to i ncrease its b i latera I ass isiance
for desertification control provided affected countries
give priority to such projects;

France spends annually, through bi laleral and multi lateral
aid mechanisms, about $12.5 mi lljon on desertificatjon
control. ln l9l9, for ihe exceptlonal relief programme in
the-Sahel to fight drought and to p ronrote s e I f - s u i f i c i e n cyin food production, an addltional credit of fZ5 mi llion
was provided. lry'o re than 20 projec-l-s are under consideration
by interesfed Governments and competent French services,
relating to fores-i development ($1.2 mi llion), irrigated
agriculture ($11.2 mi llion) stockraislng ($i.Z mi llion),
and development of subsistence food crops ($6.2 mj llion).
The total funds allocated by France to combating deser-ti-
f i cat ion trebled in 1979.

In addition to the above, an Arld Zones Unit was
estab I i shed_ in. 1978 w ith i n the Groupe de Recherche et
g E9r.rqnqes. reghn9t09ique: and a.small -team was sef up by the
Comif6 de Ltrtfe eonJle lt-Ar:di16 en vilieu troDicat ot the

enT I f rque e
ze and dlsserlnale information

on arid zones accumulated by numerous French organizations.
The general purpose of these arrangements is fo herp pur
French knowledge and competence in arid zones to use for the
internationa I communi-ty. A detailed account of theseactivities appears in Desertificatjon Control Bultetin.
Vol. 2f December 1979;-'
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Greece

I ran

For iis developmeni assistance in -l-he field of deserii-
fication confrol, to whlch special priority is given'
ihe Federal Governmenf has establ ished the fol lowing
guidelines: (a) Efforts should be concentrated on the
affected Sahellan countries; (b) Suifable ongoing
bilateral projects should be selected and exPanded wifhin
the scope of the Plan of Action +o Combai Desertification;
(c) The Federal Government wi | | co-ordinaie iis activities
as much as poss ib le w ith other institutions, e.g. the
Consultative Group for Desertification Control . Two

!mporfanf projects for the implementation of the above
irla.e ^ra hai^^ 

^rA^^.A.1.

A three-phase pi lot projec+ for the co-ordination of
+he Governmentrs anti-deserti f ication activities:
Phase | - survey of suitable projects in the Sahelian
couniries and elaboration of concrete recomrnenda'tions
on the adapiatlon and expansion of these projects;
Phase 2 - on-the-spo-t co-ordination of the imple-
mentation of the recommendations worked out under
Phase l;
Phase 3 - evaluation of experience under Phase 2, and
consideration of appl'cabi lily fo other regions;

A pilot project under -l-he MAB-f programme for the
analysls and tesiing of alternatlve land-use systems
in the Sudano-Sahelian region.

The Gederal Government has also concluded an agreement to
participaie in the IPAL project in Kenya ln the amoun-t of
D{t44.2 mi llion over -the three years from July l9B0;

A nev/ trop ica I and subirop lca I agricu lfure teach ing and
research centre is to be eslablished in southern Greecei

The Government has already shared iis experience in
desertif ica-f ion confrol, partlcularly sand-dune fixation,
wlth other countTles, and is willing to continue dojng so.
lran offered during -l-he second meeting of the Consulta-l-1ve
Group for Desertification Con-trol to provide -fechnical
assistance to a sand-dune fixation projec-i in the Ljbyan
Arab Jamahiriya, and is also prepared to support a study
to be conducted by UNEP and UNESCO on the relationship
between rnan, his social valles and his habitat on the
basis of the teachings of great religions;

The five-year developmeni plan (1979-198J) stresses
development work in arid and semi-arld lands, rvhich
cons'llu'e 80 per ce.'of 'l-e co:,ntry, l{e1ya is act-ve in
rangeland rnanagenent and in n}3nitorl ng. This will help
bulld a data base which will be of imooriance for il-s anti-
desertification plans. Other na-l-lonal activitjes include
A i.-A ilF.rJi-- r'?w 2.-l an.^,rF.-mo-t ^+ 
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pation in anti-desertification aciivities. On -l-he

int,.rrational level, herya suppo"s a'rd participates in
IPAL with UNEP and UNESCO:

r\e nV a
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Mexico has approved a confribution to the Special Accounr.
A national plan of aciion to cornbat desertification ls under
preparafion, and Mexico is prepared to share its experience
Vl ith oiher cou n tr ies;

The Government considers fhe Consultaiive Group for Deserti-
fication Control a usefu I forum, and has +herefore decided
to change 1ts status from observer to full member of tne
Group. lt has also decided to nnke a special financial
contribu'l'ion of $l.B milllon for a project submitted by
one of ihe Sudano-Sahelian counfries io the second nreeting
of -lhe Consu lta+lve Group;

Efforts fo figh+ the encroaching Sahara are on +l"e increase
and mi llions of seedl ings are distributed annually free of
charge. Environmen'fal legislation is being developed, and
wj ll be enacfed in due course;

The national lnsti-l-utions responsible for the implem€ntation
of the P lan of Action to Combaf Deseriifica+ion w iih in the
country are: Sfate Secretaria+ for Water and Fores+s, for
ihe protecfion of nature and reaf fores-ia-t i on; f/inisiry of
RLrral Developmeni, for i5e prob lems ot agriculture and food;
Minisfry of Urban Habitat and Environment, for problems related
-fo the environmeni; [4in]s+ry of Equipmeni, for the problems of
waier confrol and developmen-t. The national desertificalion
control programme includes inter alia control of bush fires
(1,960 mi llion F CFA), reafTffit-Tdn and silvopastoral
management in the northern zone (1,319 mi llion F CFA),
sand-dune fixatlon and gully control on +he nor+hern coasf
(1,109 million F CFA), reafforestatlon in ihe Senegal River
Delta (680 mi llion F CFA), reafforestailon in the peri-urban
areas of the western region (705 mi llion F CFA), management
of forests in Central Senegal (895 million F CFA), forest
developmen-f in South Senegal ( |,672 mi llion F CFA) and
improvement of agriculfure lands in Cen-lral Senega I ihrough
reafforestafion and w indbreaks ( | ,089 mi I I ion F CFA) ;

For many years Spain has been implementing affores+a+jon
prograflrmes jn areas prone 'to soi I erosion, which affects
nearly 3 mi llion heciares of agricultLral lands. Ir addiiion,
a programme +o combat soil erosion in ihe Mediterranean region
of Spain, wi-th a cost of aboui $1.5 billion for ten years,
has been recen-fly worked oui in accordance with the
recommendations of the Plan of Acfjon to Combai Des€Ftification;

Suriname, r,i i+h average annual rainfall af 2,zOQ mm and 90
per cent of its territory covered wlfh forest vegetatlon,
does noi seem vulnerable to desertification. l'4ost recently
the Govennment has submitted fo the Parliamen't its new

Forest Law, that will legally proiect -the Surjname fores+
area specifically in those areas where i-l could be mostly
damaged. Deforestal-ion on a large scale does not occur in
Suriname, and when development plans exls-f, as in tr-,e
Kabalebo hydropower projeci, where large areas ;iil be
converied into a man-made lake, no activitles take place
withouf ample detai led ecological consideration;
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Union of Soviei

The Government is ready to provide a subsfanfial
contrlbution from development assistance funds to a special
trdevelopmeni windowr! of UNEP to finance activities
rela'ied to environment in -l'he thlrd world, provided that
other Governments are prepared fo do the same. Such means
could in part find an appropriate use in measures against
dese rt i f i cat ion. At the second regular session of the
Economic and Social Councl I in 1980, the Swedjsh delegation
announced its Governmentrs decision io become a fu
member of the Consultafive Group for Deserti fication
Cont ro | ;

The Government atiaches great imporiance fo combating
desertificatlon and is following vrith interes1- the progress
made in the implemeniation of the Plan of Action;

The General Direc-torafe of the State agencies co-ordinating
the fight against desertification is particularly respon-
sible for wind soil erosion control and sand-dune {ixation
in agri cul+ural lands. Activiiies include lixation of
coasfal sand-dunes over a total area of 17r000 ha (the
present annual rate of fixation of abouf lO0 ha is insufficient)
and estab lishment of windbreaks and shelterbelis on private
and State agricultural lands. Turkey has enough fechniclans
and fechnical knowledge to combat desertification, but of
the resources of TL 40 mi llion required annually, only
TL 4 mi llion are aveilable from the current national
budget;

The United Kingdom is engaged in rnany sclentific bilateral
programmes for development in different countries which
have a bearing on the pnoblems of desentification, and also
confributes to a number of multilateral projects such as the
IPAL programme. lts confribution is nof only financlal,
but draws on the wide exper-fise available in governmental
and non- gove rnmen ta I institu-lions and 1n consultancy
services. Loans to the nrost needy developing countries
have been changed to grants. The Unlted Kingdomrs
contribufion to the dese ri i f i cal- i on programme over the past
2-3 years has been sone $lbO mi llion;

The USSR is strengthening and widening its contribution io
the implementation o{ measures fo combat desertifjcaiion on
bofh a mulii lateral and a bilateral basis. Progress has
been made in the UNEP/USSR project to combat desertification
through in-tegrafed approach io development, 1n accordance
with recommendafion 4 of the Plen of Actlon, and iniernational
courses on sand-dune fixatlon, salinization conirol and
range ecology and productivity are being imp lemented in
co-operat ion with UNEP;

Socialist
Kepup I rcs
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A broad based in+er-agency committee has been established
to plan and monitor national desertificafion effor+s, and a
national pran of action to combat desertification is under
preparation. USAID will obligate rno re ihan $16 mi I lion
during 1980 for anti-desertification control in ll countries,
and a higher funding level is aniicipated in 1981.

0n the regional level, the United States of America and
Mexlco have signed an agreement on arid and semi-arid lands
management and desertification control. The programme
envisaged under the agreemenf includes co-operafive research
demonstration and application projec+s, a research prograrnme
on deserl"ification nnnitoring v,/hich could be part of GElt4S,
a number of workshops on water harves'fing, land management,
e1-c,, and a cost-benefit analysis ol anti-desertification
measu Tes .
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I I I . II,IPLEI4ENTAT ION OF THE PLAN OF

ACTION TO COI4BAT DESERTIFICATION
IN THE SUDANO-SAHEL IAN REGION

A. iNTRODUCT ION

59. The present repori is submitted in accordance with paragraph 6 of
General Assembly resolution 33/88 ot l5 December 1978, which requested
the Governing Counci I of UNEP to submit an annual report on the imple-
menlation in the Sudano-Sahelian region of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertif ication and paragraph B of resolution 34/|.87, which requested it
to cont inue doing so.

60. The second of the two resolutions referred to above also reques-ted
-l'he Governlng Councit to examine the posslbility of the inclusion of
Djiboufi, Guinea and Guinea-Bissau among the countries recelving assistance
through uNSO in implementing the Plan of Action and to report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session on +he matter. In addition,
resolu'tlon l4l185 invited the Governing Counci I of UNEP to consider
favourab ly -l-he inclusion of the pilot project for the improvement and
resioration of the Fouta-Dja I lon masslf in its programme of action
against deserti fication. The Assembly noted in'this connexion the co-
operation between the Organization of African Unit (OAU) and UNEP and
resolution Clt4/Res. 756 (XXXlll) concerning the integrated biological
imorovement of the massif in the con+ex-t of actjon to combat desert i f i cai i on,
and requested fhe Secretary-Genera I to repor+ to +he General Assenrbly at
its thiriy-fifth session on the implementation of the resolution. As the
Fouta-Djallon nEssif is located in Guinea with oufliers in Guinea-Bissau,
thls section also coniains the Executive Directorrs comments and
recommendaiions regarding the implementation of that request, which
has obvious implications for the Sudano-Sahellan region.

B. ESTABLISHNlENT OF THE UNEP/UNDP JOINT VENTURE

61. With the institutional suppor-l provided under the terms of UNEP

Governing Councll decision 6/ll B of ?4 ltlay l97B and UNDP Governing Counci I

declsion 25/lO, section ll, of 27 June 1978, the necessary staff has been

recruited and the Office is fullv operatlonal for carrying ou+ the enlarged
desertiflcation control mandate assigned to it by General Assembly reso-
lution lll88. The programme suppor-f has been utilized for the preparation
of an initial desertification programme in the reglon. Future extensions
of the UNEP and UNDF suppori -to the iolnt venture were authorized by

UNEP Governing Council decision 7/13 B ot 3 May \979 and UNDP Governing
Council decis'ion 79/Zo, section ll oI 28 June 1979. In its resolution 34/la]
of l8 Decenrber 1979, the General Assembty also requested the two Programmes

to continue to provide suPport to the joint venture' In resPonse to this
request, the L]NEP Governing Councl l, by decision 8/17, paragraph 7, aufhorized
the Excrcuiive !tirec-for to continue for l980-1981 to contTibu+e io UNSO, after
consullations ,^;iih the Admlnistrator of UNDP, the share coniributed by UNEP

rl the adminlsJrative and operationsl costs of the ioint venture on the basis
of the work plan to be approved by the Executive Direc-for, and to submlt to
ihe Governing Councit at its nlnth session a full account of the operational
expenditures of UNSO related to its addi-lional operational nnndate, with a



A/35/ltrr
tIncJlsh
Annex
Ps.ge 21

view to providing the Governlng Counci I with a basjs for considering future
financing of the operational costs of the joint venfure. Subsequenily, the
Governing Council of UNDP, by decision Ba/ 45 ot JO June 1980, authorized the
Administrator, aften consultations l,]ith +he Executive Director of UNEP, to
increase, in an amouni equal to a UNEp increase, +he UNDP share of +he costsof the UNDP,/UNEP joint venture. The UNDP Governing Council also requested
the Adminisl-ral-or -to coniinue to examine +he specific needs of the countriesof the Sudano-Sahelian region and -to grant to ihem, wi+hin avallable
resources of the Programme, addifional assistance through UNSO wifh a viewto ensuring the +irnely and effective implernentaiion of fhe plan of Action
to Combat Desertificaiion in the region,

C. INITIAL DESERTIFICATION CONTROL PROGRAMME FOR THE
SUDANO-SAHE L I AN REGION

62. The punposes of the in-l-er-agency planning and programming missions
to ll of +he l5 countries in the Sudano-Sahelian region (Chad and Ugandawill be visited at an appropriafe later date) referred to in paragraph l5of ihe annex to documeni A/34/ 4O5 included:

(a) Assessmenf of fhe problem of desertification in the counfries,
including their causes and consequences;

(b) Review of ongoing activi+ies relevant to desertjfication control;

(c) Discussions with the Governmen-l-s on the pr€paration of national
p I ans for combatl ng deserti f i cal-ion, i ncl ud i ng appropri aie i nstitutional
machinery for irnplementa+ion, co-ordina+ion and monitoring;

(d) Assisl-ance in the identificalion, formulatlon and appraisal of
priority projects submit+ed by the Governments for assistance in resource
mobilizalion.

6J. The reports of the missions, including the projects submit'ted for
assjsfance, have been completed fotlowing receipt of the comments of
relevant oraanjzations of the United Nations sys-tem, and approved by the
Governments concerned. In all, 107 priori+y projec+s falling under the
Plan of Acilon to Combat Desertification have been iden-lified by Governnents
and submitied io UNSo. The greates+ number of these projects are in
forestry, rangeland and llvestock nnnagement, wa+er resources management
and sand-dune fixalion. These fypes accounf for 74 per cent of the
projects, refleciing the paftern of desertificafion and the concerns of
the Governments in -lhe region. Table I indicates the number of projects
which fallwithin the framework of the lndividual recommendatlons of fhe
Plan of Action, and fhe total number of projecis under each ca+egory of
recommendation. 2/ fhe grea+est number of projects relate to correcfive
anti-deserti f I cation measures. Projects for i nstitutlonal support to
Gcvernmen-ts in planning, co-ordination, moni+oring and iechnical services,

2/ lhese tofals amoun-l- to more ihan
since-rost projec's adcress +\emselves +o
of +he Flan of Action.

the total number of projects,
n'o re than one rocommendation
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Tab le I

PLAN OF ACTION TO COMBAT DESERT I F ICAT ION : RECOI4MENDAT I ONS FOR NATIONAL

AND REGIONAL ACTION COVERED BY FROJ ECTS SUS.4ITTED BY GOVERNI.4ENTS TO

UNSO FOR ASSISTANCE IN RESOURCE MOBILIZATION

A. EVALUATION OF DESERTIFICATION AND II4PROV EI4ENT OF LAND

MANAGEI'lENT

t. Assessment of desertification process in order
to def lne programme priorities
Land use planning and nnnagement based on
ecologically sound method s

Publlc participation in prevention and comba-ling
of desertification

TOTAL A

t0

THE CONIBINATION OF INDUSTRIALIZATION AND URBANIZATION WITH

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND THEIR EFFECTS ON THE

ECOLOGY IN AR ID AREAS

4. Consideration of industrlalization and urbanizatlon
in arid areas

TOTAL B

CORRECT IVE ANTI -DESERTI FICATION I'4EASURES

5, Water resources planning, development and management

6. Rangeland and livestock management

1. Soil and water conservation on rain-fed agricultural
land

Development and management of irrigated Iands

Protection and/or revegetation of vulnerable lands,
i nclud i ng mov i ng !ands

Conservation of flora and fauna

Moniforing na-fural conditions of arid areas

TOTAL C

?.

1

28

F.

8

9.

to

It

22

l6

tl

10

tl

8

t8
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Tab le I (cont I d)

D. SOCIAL-ECONOMIC ASPECTS

12. Analysis of man-made factors in desertification
ll. 1!??t1." of appropriate economic and demographic

pot Icies to vulnerable agro_ecosystems

14. Health care services and fami ly planning

15. Avoidance of constructing permanent buildings inaffected areas

16. Monltoring of the hurnn condition
TOTAL D

INSURANCE AGAINST THE RISK AND EFFECT OF DROUGHT

17. Preventive measures against the effects of drought
TOTAL E

STRENGTHENING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AT THE NATIONAL
LEVE L

18. Applicafion of science and technology for
rafiona I uti I ization of resources

19. Control of the use of vegefation as an en€rgy source
and research into unconventional energy souices

20. Prioritization of training, educafion and informa+ion
rel ated to deserti f ication

2I , Establishment of co-ordinated national machinery
TOTA L F

INTEGRATION OF ANT I -DESERT I F ICAT I ON PROGRAN4ME INTO
COI4PREHENS I VE DEVELOPI4ENT PLANS

22. Development of ant l-desert i f i cat ion programmes in
accordance with national developnrent plans

TOTAL G

Number of
@

l4

tl
5t

l0

l7

)
?8

G.
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as well as consciousness-raisin9, account for l0 per cen+ of the proiects
presented. Projects have also been submitfed in the area of arid-land
agriculture, protection of irrigation schemes, nature reserves and
alternative sources of energy. I'{ith the approval of the Governments whlch
requested UNSO assis+ance in nnbilizing the necessary resources for proiect
implementation, proiects have been presented to the international donor
community, inctuding the Consuttative Group for Desertification Control.

64, The total cost of the proiects submitted to UNSO is es+imated at
$642 mi llion,.of which $395 million has already been secured and an

additional $247 mi llion is requlred. Twenty fully formulated ongoing
projects costing $570 mi llion' of which $17 mi llion are sti ll required,
wer; presenied io the Consultative Group for Desertificaiion Control ai
its second session in lvlarch 1980. During the session, various donors
expressed interest in and/or indicated possible financial support for
m^c+ .\+ +haqa nrn ip.+s. This matter is now being followed up as parr
of UNSOTs resource mobilization activlties. ln this regard, UNSO is
presently engaged in concrete negotiations with sources of financing
ind executing igencies for the implementation of a project in the Sudan

for the re-stocking of the Acacia gslegq!€nq!e tree which will be a ma.ior
source of the wor ld supp ly 6fliifr=;6--Th-is project w i I I be f i nanced
from coniribuilons to the Trust Fund in the arnount of $1.8 million.
Siml lar negotiations for financing by donors are actively under way.for
a number oi projeci-s in Cape Verde, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal and Sonnlia.

65, In addition to UNSOTs resource mobillza'fion effor+s through fhe
Consultafive Group, contt ibutions to the Uniled Nations Trust Fund for
Sudano-Sahelian activlties have already been acquired for the implementation
of several other proiects in the desertification control programme. These
include projects in -ape Verde, Kenya, l4ali, lvlauritania, Niger, Senegal

and the Sudan.

66, In oonnexion with several projecis, UNSO has been co-ordinating closely
with the United Nations capltal Development Fund (UNCDF) and the world Food

Programme (WFP), both of whlch have been actively promoting those aspects
of their programmes which are complementary to UNSO projects.

61 . The projects identified thus far by Governments in con,iunction with
the UNSO planning and programming missions constitute an inltial desertifi-
caiion control programme for the region. lt should be noted that this
programme is only a first step in implementing the Plan of Action, and

does not represent a comprehensive pTogramrne to combaf desertifjcation
in each of the couniries, which is the ultimate goal of uNSOrs activifies.
The implemenfation of the projecfs will assist Governments in producing
early results while further planning and programming continues, on the
bas is of sus-ta i ned consu l-tatjons between GoveTnrnents, fhe un ited Nat ions
aaonr ieq concerned- tlNSO and sources of financing.

68. To help ensure co-ordination at +he regional level, UNSO organized
and financed a joint meeting with CILSS and the -Club du Sahel, under
C I LSS ausp ices, at Dakar f rJrn 20 to 24 Novernber EE;-Tn-e m'tei ing, i n

which representatlves of the CILSS member Sfates participated, prepared
a unlfied CILSs/UNS0 plan for combating deserllficaiion in -fhe countries
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concerned which inco.porates the work prepared by the UNSO planning andprogrammlng missions. lt includes a set of objectives, s+rategies enddesertifica-lion control ac-iiviiies based on th; plan of Action fo CombatDeser-tifica+iof. Emphasis is placed on sand-dune stabllizatlon andconirol of erosion and o+her forms of soj I degradaiion, range nranagemeni,forest pro-fection and developmeni, alternafjv6 
"n"agy 

sources and technology,research and.iraining, and the preparation, appl icaiion an,j integra+jon
w,i'h na'io-al devetopme-i pla-s of schenes'for the ra.io-al nara!erert ofthe na+L.al resouTces o, l-Le reg-or.

69..,.The unified.plan was subrnit+ed to, and app.oved by, ihe CILSS Councilof Ministers, which met al Ouagadougou'on lt 5iO tZ "ri6iary-tieO:- ih;'
Council of ly'inlsiers meeting w-s followeC by i-he biennial meeting of fhe
CILSS Heads of State Con{erenc.e;. In summjng up the wo.k of fhe Conference,
His Excellency f4oussa Traore, Presidenl of Mali and curren+ Chairman ofihe Conference, also ernphasized the high priori+y which the Governmen-ls
accord to the +ask of combaiing desertiflcation, which poses a very grave
threat to their long-term development. .

70. In add.iti.on 1o ilts rela-fionshjp wi+h C.l LSS; UNSO has initiated aclionfor the es+abll.sale-r'an-d nain-cnance of close wo.king reta,iions^rps andlhe exchange bf.inforra+ion a,nd exoerience wi-n co,tcpined regional ardintergovern.lenlal orgbniratio"s, no.aLIy. OnU, .t ^e fcor-o-ic Cl-r-ssio-for A+rica (ECA) and various r:ve- and lake basin corf.ss.o-9 in rheregio", as well as wilh u\1,

l.l,a^ In.?ll.oJ its planning and programning and project lmplereniation,
UNS0 actlvely-and concreiely losters +he concepis oi technical co-opera+ion
among developing countries (TDC). ln +his connexion, LNSO activelyparticipafed in the receni African and Arab regional conferences on TCDC.
The confeTence of African S+ates recognized thJ vital imporiance of thefight to contain droughl and the processes of desertlficatlon and ihe
fac+ that drought nranagemen-t and deserfificaiion con+rol are frultful
areas for TCDC. Accordingly, i-t Tesolved ihat drought managernen+ and
deseriificafion conirol be designa+ed priority areas fo. TCDC action.

D. INCLUSION OF DJ IBOUTI, GUINEA AND GUINEA-BISSAU
AI4ONG THE COUNTRIES RECEIVING ASSISTANCE FRO[4 UNSO

72. fhe deflnition of the Sudano-Sahelian region, as contained in
paragraph f of the Executive Direc-torrs report to the Governing Councilat its sixih session (UNEp/GC,6/9/A,dd.2) and endcrsed by +he Ooverning
Counci I in.paragraph I (a) of its decision 6/ll B oi 24 f.4ay 1978, and
subsequently by the Economic and Social Council j/ and the GeneralAssenbly, U is as follows:

"1. In the con+ex+ of this report, the Sudeno-Sahelian region is
defined as the belt ex-fending acToss Aft-ica south of the Sihara
and nor-fh of the equator from ihe A antic Ocean on rne wesa ro
the lndian ocean on the east and consisting of +he Sudanian and

!
4/

Resolution 1918/J7 1l

Reso I ut ion 33/BB ot 1,

of 21 July 1978.

December 1978.
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Sahelian zones as defined geographically. This belt is
shown on fhe Deserti fication l4ao of the World a+ a scale
of l:?5 mi llion submitted to the United Nations Conference
on Deser+ification (A/C}\F,74/2). lt includes all or
parts of the following 15 countries: Cameroon, Cape Verde,
Chad, Ethiopia, Gambia, Kenya, l4ali, l4auri+ania, Ni9er,
Nlgeiia, Senegil, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda and Upp€r Volta.'r.

Djibouii is locaied completely wlthin the Sudano-Sahelian belt, as shown

on the Desertification Map of the World. The coun+ry has an arid cllma-le,
with an average rainfall of less than 125 mi I linretres annually, and is
severe ly affected by desert i f i cat i on.

73, At its eighth session the UNEP Governing Council, by decision.8/17,
paragnaph ll, Jecided to add DJibouti +o the Iist of countries of ihe
buoaio-Sahelian region, thereby fiBking it eligible to receive assistance
-through UNSO in the implenentation of the Plan of Action to Combat

Desertificafion.

74. Guinea and Guinea-Bissau, which are located south of the Sahara and

noith of the Equator, do not iall within the belt shown in the World Map

of Dese r-l i f i cai i on, partly because their ralnfall and related ecological
factors place them'outside the zones of arid and semi-arid bio-clima+es.
It should be noted, however, that the two countries, which border Senegal

and l',lali, are a najor source of rrrater in West Af rica. Although rainf al
in Guinei and Guinea-Bissau is plenliful, they have long dry seasons, and

these and +he in+ensive population of the Fou+a-Diallon massif have .,
significant adverse inf luehces on the ecology of the wes+ern part of the
Suiano-sahetian region, with which they also have extensiVe economlc and

soc ial relations.

15, ln view of the above, the Governing Counci t decided by decision 8/17,
paragraph ll, to include 6uinea and Guinea-Bissau among the countries
LtigiUt. to ieceive assistance through UNS0 in implementing the Plan of
Act ion to Comba+ Desertification.

E. GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ON THE FOUTA-DJ ALLON MASSIF

T6.TheFouta-Djallonmassif,locatedneinlyinGuineawithsandsione
orill"at in Guin6a-Bissau, is considered a primary source of +he Gambia,

Niger, Senegal and other iiu".s. The Generbl Assembly, by resolutlon.54/185'
thErefore invited the UNEP Governing Counci I to consider favourably the
inclusion of the pilot proiec+ for ihe improvement and res+oration of the
Fouta_Djallon massif in'iti p rogramme of ac+ion agai nst desertiflcation.

77, Prior to the adoption of Geheral Assembly resolutlon 34/185, the
UNEP Governlng councll, by its decision -l/13 (c) of 3 May l979,,had_requested
the Executive Director +o'ttpursue, within available resources, +he activl+i€s
being carrled out in the fit,'t.ufl region by expanding fhose in+egrated

pito+ activi+ies that *ou t-O O"n"Tit ail the af fected countriesr', and, in
io-operation with the United Nations specialized agencies, to co-operate
closely with fhe secretariats of OAU and other African i ntergove rnmenta I

oiganizations in 'taking Joint actlon to mobilize efforts and resources +o

combat desertification in the African region.
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7A. More informafion relating -to OAU views on the Fouia_Djallon massifand co-operative actions between OAU and UNEp on the maitei is given inparagraphs 49-52 abov e.

79. The Execufive Direc+or of uNEp recommended -fo the Governing councir aiits eighth session the inclusion of the Foufa-Djallon i\,lassif pilot projecfin ihe programme of action againsf desertification. The counci r aecioeo,by decision .8/17,, paragraph lO, to include lhis pilof project wilhin theprog.amme of action of uNEp against desertificar-ion. The-council alsonoted the inten-lion of the Execu-iive Director to consider, with OAU, how
it 99"19 be infegrated within ihe transnational concepf oi green beitsin the Sahara. As stated above (para. 29), +he implementa-tion of
General_Assembly resolution 34/lg5 is the iubjecf of a separate reportby the Sec reia ry-Gene ra | | A131./36g ),
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IV. CONCLUDING REI4ARKS

8b. The United Nations Conference on Desertification envisaged the full
impleneniation of the Plan of Action +o Combat Desertification by the
ye;;2000, and lncluded in the Plan recommenda+ions for imrnediate inltial
action to'be implemented wifhln the seven year Period 1978-1984' The

Pf an was endorsed by the oeneral Assembly in 1917. The progress reporteo
to the Assembly in docurnent A/34/ 4O5 and the present report is not.
conmensura+e with the magnitud€ of +he probtem, and there ar€ sti ll
obstacles that hinder +h; full implementation of the Plan of Action'
Productive lands are s+i ll being lost every year. Drought hazards siill
nenace extensive territorles and their societies.

8|.TheAdrninistrativeCommitteeonCo-ordination,initsrepor-t.tothe
uNiP Governing counci I at its eighth session (UNEP/GC'8/4)' identified' on

+he basis of I prellminary analyais of the draft report of fhe Inter-Agency
Working Group on Desertification, the main trends in the ongoing and-planned

acflviTies oi tt" Uni+"d Nations system towards the full i mp lemen+a+ i on .of
the recommendations of ihe Plan of Ac+ion to combat Dese rt i f i cat i on, and

described areas where more emphasis was requl red. ln the sanp report, it
recognlzed the following majoi- constraints on the full implementation of
the P lan of Acflon:

tr(a) Governments of countries fac€d with desertification
problems or risks, while confron+ed with conflicting demands and

scarce financial and human resources, appeared unable at present
to assign sufficiently hlgh priorTty to deserti ficatlon prevention
or contiol, and had only io a limited degree included such measures

in their national development plans;

t'(b) Th€re was a need to strengthen co-operation within.+he
Unlted Natlons system, so as to ensure the-proper multldlt:lpl::uty
approach to projects and lo arrange for effective Pooling ot the
efforts and resources of various igencies and bodies, with a view

to their nrost efficient utillzation, in as many as possible of.the.
geographical areas and subJect matters concerned with desertlflcarloni

tr(c) Although there was a wealth of known technology in the
area of deser f iiatlon control , fhere was still need to fill gaps

in that knowledge, particularly as regards integrated inter-
dlscipl lnary apIr6atnes, including socio-cultural dimensions'
and efforts towards teaining the existing knowledge to potential
uiilizers were far from sufiicien+, particularly at the level of
extens ion agents and farme rs,/pastora I i sts i

"(d) Insufficien+ financing was seriousty limiting the effor+s
of the Uni-ied Nafions system to implement the Plan of Action to Combat

Dese rt i f i cat i on. There'was an urgent need for external sources of
financing to Tncrease thei r assistance to anti-desertificafion proJects'
The Unifed Na+ions ionf"renc" on Desertification had estimated that
resourcesof+heorderof$40omillionannuaiIy,Inadditionto
current development assistance, would be needed to halt deterloratlon'
Funds of such flEgnltude had not as yet been forthcoming.|"
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82. The Plan of Actjon envisages thaf its irnplementation be carried ouirrby Governments through their nationat institutions, with ihe support,
when reques-ted, of international or bilateral progranmes'. npaii'froirthe obsiacles recognized in -f he ACC report meniioied above, tirere are ol-herconsl-raints that seem to impede full-scale implementafion of the plan ofAction at the nati ona I leve | :

(a) Ac-iion to combat deserfification a+ the nationar revel need +o beintegnaied wiihin the framework of a national plan to cornbat deserfif ication.
UNEP produced and d isssnina+ed a s+udy on guidelines for fhe preparation ofnational plans of action to combat deser+iiication. To date, oniy twocoun+ries - Mexico and the United States of America - have informed UNEpthat national plans of ac-f ion to combat desertificaiion are in the courseof preparation (see para.58 above). A limited number of countries sufferingfrom desertifica+ion have requested uNEprs assistance in the formuration ofnational plans. without such prans, anti-desertifica-tion acfions wirr remainincohereni and ineffective; moreover, ihese plans need l-o be integral
components of national development plans (Reconmendation 22 of th; plan ofAction) and shou Id receive due priori-ty in nationar enoeavour;

. . (b) lmplemental-!on of national prograftnres needs -to be supported byindigenous sclenlific machinery capable Jf effectively unOerfa[i n9 tne'prlncipal componenis of: monitoring and assessmen-t of desertificifion
nazards, survey of Tesources of arid lands, applica-fion of available
scienf i f i c know ledge and techno rogi es i n correcti ve anf i-deserti f i cati on
measures, and integration of anfi-deserfification actions into comprehensivenaiional plans for arid-land development;

(c) One of the prevalent consiraints on naficnal action is the evidentshortage of manpower wifh_+he mulfidisciplinary training n€eded for planning
and management of deser-tlfication projecis. Reference is made in para-
graphs 4l-41above to training programmes, but the need is much more
exten s i ve.

83. . Many aspects of deserliflcation hazards transcend nafional political
borders and need to be managed on a -transna+ionar scare. The plan of Acfion
recognized this dimension, idenfified in each of its component recomrnendailons
those activifies -l-o be carried out at the regiona I revel, and endorsed inparticular in recommendations for irnnediate initial action on six iTans-
na-l-ional projects. These six projecis were presented to the Deserilfication
Conference as samples of regional co-ordinaied veniures. Unfortunately,
however, political realifies and sfrained relafions between neiohbourino
counfries are often not conducive to the lmplementation of such"joint -
Programmes.

84. Ai the infernational level, the principal constrain-f rematns the
shortage of available financial resources. The General Assembly has
repeatedly called for generous contribu-fions to the Special Account to
finance the Plan of Action to Combat Deserfiflcalion and for strong suppor+for the work of the Ccnsultative Group for Desertif ication Control. ACC
has reiterated (UNEP/GC.8/4, para. JB) that "Financing was a major constrain+
on the over-all implementation of the recommendations of fhe plin of Action
+o Combat Desertifica-fion, and additional funds and means of financinq were
required within the LJnited Nations system in order to allow for a more
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comprehensive response by the system to.the 28 recommendations adopted by i-he

Desbrtification Conference.t'. ACC further recognized in paragraph f9 of its
report,l'thathighPriori+yshouIdb€giVen,withineachoftheUnitedNa+ions
ag€nci;s and bodies concerned, to acfivlties which would cctnp lement the
piesent implementation of the Plan of Action by the Unlted Nafions system,

as well as to the financial suppor+ for such activlties.tr.

85. The Governing Counci I believes +hat the information reviewed in this
report on action Iaken by countries affected by desertification and by

countries assis+ing them to implement programmes for combafing desertification'
as well as on actions at the regional and globa I levels, is sti ll far from

denonstrating a comprehensive c;ncerted efiort. lt is evident that national
and international eiforts need lo be intensified, and additional resources
need to be made available, in order to achieve tte goals envlsaged by the

United Nations conference on Desertification and endorsed by the ueneral
Assemb I y.
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V. ACTION BY THE UNEP GOVERNING COUNCIL AT
ITS E IGHTH SESS IOI

ll:^^il 1l",J3In Telins of its eishfl. session, on zs Apri I te8o, rhe Governinsuouncll or uNt.p unanimously adopfed decision g/17, ,lmplemen_tation of the planof Action to Combat Desertificationrt, the iext of which reads as follows:
rrThe Govern inq Cor.:nci l.
frRecallino Generar Assemb ry resorutions Jilg' and 33/89 of r5 December r978,33/ t7affiGcerrbe- r978, 34/ r}i or r8 December rszd "r. i.."""i.'u"i i".iu,Council resolution lgi\/3l ot Zl Juty I978i

"Reculli!g_Ig1!S. its decislons 6/ o,t 24 t4ay t978 and j/t3 oI tttay 19-9,

"$F*f!g the seriousness of desertif ication and its adverse ef fects on
ll:^t::t f:' .1l-*e couniries affected oy it, partilutarry in fhe sudano_Sahelian region, and the need to inten!ify'd!=..tiiri"ii." cont To I measuTes,

on the imp lementa-lion. ,, "S!.-glgt1-! uo the report of the Executive Direcforot rhe ptan of Action to Combat Desertif icaiion,
rrl. Notes lhe ac+ions iaken by Governments.

meni frogrEiiid-and -embers ot tne uiiiea N;li";;'of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertiflcation;
ttz, Notes fhe reoort of -the Executive Director on the implementation ofthe Plan o?lffi;on to Lombar Deserf rf icalion- i.-i^" counrries oi the suda,ro-Sahelian region, and the measures taken by the Governments, the United NationsEnvironment Prog ramrne and, ofher competentsFg66s 

-of 
the UniteO ttations, -parficularly those taken by the Uniied r.ra ii o"n"s iudano-saherian office on behalfof the United Nations Environrnent programme;

It3. Further noJes that priority is being given to efforts to combatdesertif icEft-i--iir6E-r5 countries of the suiaio-sahelian region, as werlas in the least developed arcng the developing couniries outside inat region;
tr4. Notes with sa'isflctior the efforts made by rhe Fxecutive Directorand urges I'Tm %leil%rce J uiTEEr the co'aborative retaiions be_fween theunifed Nations Environment programme and the o.gunirution of African Unity;
rr5, Calls on Governments and the relevanf bodies and organizations ofthe Un ited-IiZ:iGii system, as appropFiai-e, in view or the principal obstacles

lg il? furr imprementation of tnb p'ran of'Aciion io combat Desertifrcafron asidentified by the Adririnisf rative Comnriitee on Co_oroination and by theExecut ive Di recior:

, ','19] To.assign sufficiently high priority to prevenlion or combat ofdeseriification, to include such measures in -i-heir' national deveiopment plans,
,:19-t: l"l" fully.advanlage of international assisiance in +his respect as andwnen required, using for fhis purpose bilaleral and multi_laieral mechaniimsas appropriate;

the Un ited Nations Environ-
system for the i mp lemen tat io n
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It(b) To strengthen the efforts and co-operation of the United Nations

.yr+"*'in t["-irprEr"ntation of the plan of Action to combat Desertification
so as to ensure the proper muliidisciplinary approach to proiects and.to
ui.ung" for effective pooling of -fhe efforts and resources of its various
ug"n"Tu. and bodies wiih a view to ensuring the nDst efficient uti lization
of these resou rces;

tr(c) Together with other relevant intergovernmenta I and non- gove rnmenra I

organiz-atlonif to increase their efforts to close the gaps in knowledge and

apiropriate technology related to combatjng desertification, wifh particular

"rirnuii= 
on socio-culiural dimensions and ihe teaching of the existing and

newly acqui red knowledge to potential users, particularly af +he level of
extension agents and farmers/pastora I ists;

n6. Takes note !vith apprecistion of the work of the consultative Group

tor Desertl?-cution Control at its second session and of the declarations of
support expressed by several participants during the session, and urges them to
translate these deciaraiions into specific commitments in the near future,
requests the Executive Director to iollow up the results of the work of the
Grouprs second session with a view to ensuring proper implementation.of the
ug."!..ntr reached and calls on the Consultative Group to intensify ifs.ef forts
f6 assist the Executive Director in the mobillzation of resources needed for
the implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertif ica'l-ion;

ttl , Authorizes the Executive Director to continue for 1980-1981 to
contr l b;+e-%--i ted Nations sudano-sahelian off ice, after consultations with
the Admin istrator of the United Nations Development Programme, the share
contributed by the united Natlons Environmen-l Programme of the administratlve
and operational costs of lhe iolnt venture on the basis of ihe work plan to be

appproved by lhe Execu1'ive Diiector, within the available resources of the
Envlronnrent'Fund, and to submit to the Governing councl l, ai its ninth session,
the full accounf of these opera-lional expenditures for 1978-1980 and their
place within the to+al operatlona I expenditures of the office related to its
additional an+!-desertiflcation mandafe, with a view to providing the Governing
Counci I with a basis for considering future financing of the operationa I cos+s

of the joint venture;

rr8. Stronqly appeals +o international financial institutlons, multi-
lateral f i;enc ia-i-fiFi zai ions and covernmerts of induslrlalized countries,
and of developing countries in a position to do so, to give their financial
support and contribute generously to the Special Account, with a view to
enhancing the imp lemenfation of the Plan of Action to Combai Dese rt i f i cat io n;

u9. ADproves the over-all sfructure of the study on additional measures
for f i-nanc-'r ng the Plan of Action to Combaf Desertification to be prepared by

a group of high-level specialists in international financing, fo be convened
by the Executive Director, in response to General Assembly resolution 34l 184

of l8 '.Decembe r 1979;



^/35/\rtrns-tls_n
Annex

"10, Decides to inclydg.the pilot project for the improvement andresforat ion-67-T6E6itat--ETron massif witiin rne p rogramrne of action of theunited Nations Environnrent programme against desertification and notes theintention of the Executive Dirictor thJreon;
xll., iyrther gecides to add Djibouti to the tist of countries of tne)ucano-sahettan region and to include Guinea and Guinea_Bissau among thecountries eligible to receive assistance through the united Nations sudano_sahelian .ffice in imprenenting the pran of Rciion to combat Dese rt i f i cat ion;

"12. Authorizes the Executive Director to update the report of theGoverning cou-nEir-6Eio re its submission to the-th irty-fifth session of theGenera I Assemb ly, on the bas is of:
tt(a) Inclusion of the main elements of the report of the AdministTative

Comm itt-ee on Co-ord i nat ion;

,, ,'l(q) lncorporation of the necessary changes in the report in the right ofthe discussions of fhe Governing Counci l; "

rr(c) Inclusion of major actions in the inventory of activities of rneUnited Nations system not jncluded in tn. lepo.i;

^,. "(gl Inc.l usion of major deveropment in the imp rementation of the pran ofAction since the preparation of the repor-f .

rrlJ. Further authorizg: the Executive Direcror ro subrnit the updatedreport and Jh-e EcJ-%n oT-Th'e cou".n ing a;r;;ri on this maiten to the GeneralAssemb ly at its thirty-fifth session on"o.r'ati of the Governing councir.r.




