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I. AVAILABLE STATISTICS ON DISABLED PERSONS UNDER ISRAELI OCCUPATION
A. Introduction

Social work in its early stages preceded the emergence of the
Bovernmental institutions in the world that were later commissioned to guide
and co-ordinate Support for personal and voluntary collective efforts to cope
with the continuous development of society. The burden on Palestinian
citizens hag increased ag the occupation conditions have forced national
institutions to take the initiative and attempt to identify the Problems faced
by society and the best means to solve then.

knowledge. Therefore, it should be pointed out in the beginning that the
existing statistical data are generally insufficient and are mainly related to
the services provided by voluntary charitable associations ang exclude
institutions linked to the occupation authorities,

Interest in disabled persons started in 1979 when the issues of physical
and mental disability were discussed at the final session of the First
Palestinian Social Conference for Disabled Persons. In 1981 the Second
Palestinian Social Conference was convened following the United Nations
resolution to declare 1981 as the International Year of Disabled Persons.
This was the first time serious studies were conducted in this field. The
studies submitted to the 1981 Conference are the most important scientific
evidence of disability in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

B. Statistiecs and classification of disabled persons

It is necessary h
after the intifada. The study starts by giving a Picture of the conditions of

Ayoush stated that one of the main objectives of his study was to
identify the institutions for the care of disabled bersons and compare their
pPast with their present, to forecast future prospects and assess their
vocational rehabilitation services in particular ang other services in general
as well as measuring the extent of care in comparison with the estimated
volume of the problem by world standards. The study tried to answer some
questions related to disabled persons, particularly the following:
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_  Rate of disabled persons for whom rehabilitation institutions or
services were provided;

- Extent of effectiveness of rehabilitation services provided to them
compared with those provided abroad in solving physical, psychological,
economic and social problems;

- Extent of the success of these institutions in achieving the
objectives of social care for disabled persons in accordance with modern
trends in social care.

The study excluded the city of Al-Quds (Jerusalem) as well as
governmental institutions for disabled persons owing to difficulty in
obtaining official data without official permission of the Israeli occupation
authorities.

The research plan involved making several visits to the institutions
which care for disabled persons in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to examine
their experiences closely and listen to the views of officials, workers and
peneficiaries of the programnmes. The interview method was adopted as a means
to gather information; two types of research forms were used, one for
institutions and the second for the peneficiaries themselves.

Following is a summary of the findings of the study on the disabled
persons themselves in 1981.

As regards the distribution of services there were 13 centres for the
mentally retarded and those with mental and psychological disorders and
epilepsy in all provinces. These centres gerved 17,000 clients of whom only
220, mainly from Bethlehem and Jericho, were accommodated as in-patients.

There were nine centres for the plind in five provinces, with about 321
peneficiaries. Their capacity was slightly greater than the number of
beneficiaries and these centres had more than 80 male and female employees.

There were four centres for the deaf and dumb in four provinces with
about 150 cases, 93 of which were accommodated as in-patients. About 30 male
and female employees served at these centres and the capacity was about 180
cases.

The study pointed out that the distribution of the disabled at the
provincial centres by type of disability showed the share of Jenin was about
24 per 10,000, Tulkarm was 34 per 10,000, Nablus was about 20 per 10,000 and
Ramalla was 58 per 10,000. The highest rate was that of Bethlehem (about 97
per cent). Hebron's share was 23 per 10,000 and the rate in the Gaza Strip
centres was 1.12 per cent.

The study gave the percentage of those who were in rehabilitation centres
by each category of disability, in comparison with their estimated number in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip: the estimated number of disabled persons by
world standards was 2,500 blind persons if the population of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip was considered to be 1,125,000. The rate of persons enrolled in




Out of the estimated 22,500 persons with mental and psychological
impairments, 15,886 persons were in rehabilitation centres; thig figure
represented 71 bper cent, the highest for those joining rehabilitation
institutions for all categories. Only 10 per cent were in centres for the
epileptic, or 552 out of the estimated 5,625 cases.

The figures obtained from the questionnaire for the Directory of
Institutions ang Societies for Disabled Persons in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip (table 1) show that the total number of disabled persons receiving
assistance in the West Bank for the last year on which data were available wasg

3,364, classified ag follows:

Blind persons 617
Deaf and mute persons 88
Physically disabled persons 2,423
Mentally retarded 121

The distribution of using services for various age—groups for both males
and females covering 22 categories of disability was ag follows:

Boys 1,204
Girls 967
Male adults 703
Female adultg 490
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2. Disability as a result of the intifada

All published figures indicate a constant increase in the number of
disabilities caused by the intifada. According to a table compiled by the
Society of Rehabilitation Centres for Girls, the growth rates in the number of
disability cases during the intifada were as follows:

Percentage

1. Beatings and fractures 17 per cent
2. Paralysis 24 per cent
3, Artificial limbs 76 per cent
4. Psychological cases 75 per cent
5. Physiotherapy 64 per cent

Other statistics shows that in 1988 alone there were 5,000 cases, ranging
from slight lameness to total paralysis.

A report compiled by Amnesty International on the use of live ammunition

by the Israeli army in the occupied territories published in the Al-Bayadir
Al-Siyasi review said:

*Israeli troops use fast bullets which penetrate the body but do not
leave it. They splinter when they hit the body and can smash the bones
and cause serious damage to muscles, internal tissues and organs of the
body and when these bullets hit the upper half of the body they usually

cause death. If they hit the remaining parts of the body the injury can
be very serious and chronic."”

Mr. Rashad Al-Madani of Bir Zeit University has said that 16 persons lost
an eye as a result of the practices of the occupation authorities from the
start of the intifada to 20 October 1988. Fifteen others suffered from
considerable deterioration in their sight during the same period. The
majority of cases were the result of plastic bullets fired at close range by
occupation troops against Palestinians.

Quoting the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in the Gaza Strip, Al-Madani stated that
8,544 persons were wounded or reported injured there from the start of the
intifada to 16 September 1988 in addition to about 477 other cases with
unidentified causes. The same sources added that the real number Wwas
considerably higher.




up to 16 September 1988

Live Plastic
Area bullets bullets Gas Beating Total
Jabalia 144 275 881 1,654 2,954
Al-Shati Refugee Camp 81 99 1,141 647 1,968
Gaza 32 54 90 477 653
Sheikh Radwan 26 11 88 155 280
A1~Shuja’iya 3 7 5 40 55
Beit Hanoun 7 5 17 151 180
Al-Bureij 37 43 60 450 590
Al-Nuseirat 99 17 74 213 403
Deir el-Balah 20 16 38 144 218
Al-Maghazi 29 20 46 94 179
Khan Younis 112 32 119 470 733
Rafah 44 57 60 160 321
Total 634 636 2,619 4,655 8,544
—
Sources:
1 UNRWA, Gaza.
2 Bar Association in Gaza Strip.
3. Walls for National culture (A book published in Arabic), Acre 1988,
4 Al-Quds newspaper (in Arabic) (several issues).
5. Al-Bayadir Al-Siyasi review in Arabic (several issues).
6 Several field tours.
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Al-Itihad newspaper reported on 15 December 1988 that the aumber of
Palestinians wounded and injured in Gaza from the beginning of the intifada
to 27 November 1988 was 11,515 in addition to 461 cases whose causes were not

jdentified. The total number was 11,976 cases, classified in table 3.

Table 3. The wounded and injured classified by cause and area
up to 27 November 1988

Plastic
Area Live ammunition Beating bullets Gas Total
Jabalia 211 2,186 313 111 2,721
Al-Shati 205 821 112 1,275 2412
Gaza 145 153 79 117 1,214
Sheikh Radwan 40 225 11 12 318
Beit Hanoun 26 213 8 21 268
Al-Bureij 45 511 62 126 744
Al-Nuseirat 144 216 28 83 516
Deir el-Balah 56 168 24 73 221
Al-Ghazi 39 116 25 66 246
Khan Younis 111 721 51 173 1,136
Rafah 115 212 77 71 475
Total 1,217 6,387 820 3,091 11,515

Comparing tables 2 and 3, 2 considerable rise can be noted in the number
of casualties (2,971 in two months)

Figures published in Al-Itihad newspaper on 21 April 1989 show that the
number of the wounded and injured among the population of the Gaza strip
between 1 December 1988 and 31 March 1989 was 5,824, classified in table 4.
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Table 4. The injured classified by cause from 1 December 1988
to 31 March 1989

Causes Dec. 198s Jan. 1989 Feb. 1989 March 1989 Total

Bullets 212 281 168 274 935

Plastic bullets 22 151 163 107 443

Beating 864 598 803 1,257 3,522

Gas 154 224 131 212 721
Total 1,379 1,276 1,305 1,864 5,824

Conclusions

=QNclusions

- The daily average number of those wounded by bullets and plastiec
bullets in the Gaza Strip was 10-12 persons,

- The same newspaper also Published a table showing the distribution of
those injured by bullets, classified by the location of the injury in the body.

Table 5, Classification of 935 wounded persons by part of body injure

—

Injury Number
Head 92
Neck 7
Shoulder and back 34
Abdomen 59
Pelvis 12
Arms and legs 76
Buttocks ‘ 6
Nose and face 31
Genitals 5
Multiple parts 13

Total 935
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Conclusions

_  The majority of injuries were to arms and legs, especially the knee,
thigh, foot, forearm and heel (about 72 per cent of total injuries).

_  The number of those injured by pbullets in the head between 1 December
1988 and 31 March 1989 was 92 or about 9.8 per cent of the total number of
those injured by bullets.

- Injuries in the head, neck, back, abdomen, pelvis or genitals are
serious and may cause paralysis, death or permanent disability. A review of
the distribution of the wounded by bullets (935 persons) by age group (table
6) shows the following:

_  The number of wounded persons aged 15-20 was more than half the total
number of the wounded (935), which means that the majority of the wounded were
students.

- The number of wounded children (less than 15 years) (169 wounded
children) constituted about 18 per cent of the total number of injured persons
(935), which means that the wounded who were less than 21 years old
constituted about 72.6 per cent of the total number of the wounded.

_  The overwhelning majority of the wounded were pupils and workers,
which would have a strong effect on production.

Table 6. Cclassification of wounded persons
by _age Broups

Age group Number of wounded Percentage
1-14 169 18
15-20 510 54.6
21-25 115 12.3
26-30 62 6.6
31 79 8.5
Total 935 100

In a statistical survey of those wounded during Intifada, published in
Al-Dustour magazine, Majid Mithim stated that 30,000—40,000 persons were
wounded and injured in the first year of the intifada. The total number in

e

the first five months of 1989 was about 10,000 cases.

e e i Bt

< o AT I
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The above figure may not provide an accurate Picture of the number of
those wounded or injured since the existing lists cover only 60 per cent of
the wounded and the names of numerous other persons were withheld for fear of
arrest.

Causes December February March April May Total
Bullets 469 318 721 827 1,098 3,433
Plastic bullets 50 55 - 21 36 162
Beating 537 575 990 1,120 1,338 4,560
Rubber bullets 129 138 120 346 219 952
Gas 104 84 113 159 175 635

Total 1,289 1,170 1,933 2,473 2,866 9,742
Conclusions

month. The growth rate in May was more than 120 per cent compared with that
in December. The number of those shot by bullets rose by more than 130 per
cent during the same period.

day.
- The average number of persons wounded by bullets and pPlastic bullets
was about two a day.

four a day.
Comparing the 1988 figures with the 1989 figures and reviewing tables 2,3
and 7 the following conclusions can be made:
- Injuries from the start of the intifada to September 1988 were 8,544,
- Injuries from the start of the intifada to November 1988 were 11,515.

- Injuries from 1 January 1988 t¢ 30 May 1989 were 9,742,
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The above figures confirm the increase of injuries, most of which lead to
permanent disabilities and impairments, according to table 5. Table 8 shows
the classification of those wounded by bullets and plastic bullets according
to the body part injured in the first five months of 1989.

Table 8. Classification of those wounded by bullets and plastic bullets
by part of body injured

Place of January February March April May

injury 1989 1989 1989 1989 1989 Total
Head 24 33 37 85 111 290
Neck 1 2 8 7 15 33
Chest and back 75 34 111 150 198 568
Abdomen 33 35 67 52 111 298
Pelvis 12 10 34 25 36 117
Arms and legs 241 157 297 299 377 1,371
Eye 99 77 102 159 175 612
Nose and face 22 16 24 33 65 160
Genitals 1 1 3 3 5 13
Multiple parts 11 8 38 35 41 133

Total 519 373 721 848 1,134 3,595

Conclusions

- The rising number of head injuries in particular and upper body
injuries in general is noted. The number of such injuries rose from 24 in
January 1989 to 111 in May 1989, a growth rate of 362.5 per cent in comparison
with the number in January 1989. Head injuries rose from 4.6 per cent of the
total in January 1989 to 10 per cent in May 1989. In general head injuries
constituted 8.1 per cent of the total injuries in the first five months in
1989.

- Injuries to the head, neck, back, pelvis or genitals are serious and
may cause paralysis or permanent disability. The rate of injuries to these
parts of the body rose from 26 per cent in January 1989 to 47.7 per cent in
May 1989. 1In general these injuries constituted 41 per cent of the total
injuries.




Table 9 shows the distribution of those wounded by bullets and plastic
bullets during the same period:

Age group Number of wounded Percentage
1-14 783 21.8
15-20 1882 52.3
21-25 534 14.9
26-30 175 4.9
31-59 178 4.9
60 43 1.2
Total 3,595 100

The above table indicates that the under-21 wounded persons were about
74.1 per cent of the total number of the wounded and they were mainly students
and workers, which would certainly affect future Production. Thig is similar
to the rate in table 6 for the injuries in pPrevious months which was 72.¢ per
cent for the same age group,

Gaza Strip, it can be seen that before 1950 there were only three
institutions: two caring for the blind and one for mentally disabled persons.
Awareness of the need to care for the disabled started in the 1960s, when more
associations were established; their number was 28 in 1981,

Care for disabled Persons began when a British lady, aided by a Lebanese
teacher, developed an Arabic Braille System to teach the blind in Palestine in
1880. The first home for blind persons was established in Quds in 1890; this
was followed by the establishment of another home for male blind Persons

'Y

Sponsored by a German commission in 1902,

The field study made by Mr. Ayoush on institutions for disabled persons
in several pProvinces in 1981: Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus, Ramallah, Bethlehem,
Jericho, Hebron, ang Gaza showeqd the total number wag 28, two in Jenin,
Tulkarm, ang Nablus, and three in Ramallah, Hebron ang Gaza while Bethlehem

had 13 centres.

As regards the distribution of various types of services, the study
showed that there were 13 centres for the mentally retarded and for persons
with mental ang Psychological disorders ang epilepsy throughout the Provinces,
serving more than 17,000 patients of whom only 220 were accommodated as
in-patients.
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The study also showed there were nine centres for the blind in five
provinces serving 321 patients and supervised by more than 80 employees.

There were also four centres for the deaf and dumb serving about 150
beneficiaries, including 93 in-patients, and supervised by about 30 male and
female employees.

Ayoush's study also stated that there were 202 males and 223 females
taking care of about 18,000 disabled persons of both sexes. Mr. Ayoush
pointed out that there was a big difference between the number of male and
female mentally retarded persons and those with mental disorders. He
attributes this to the prevailing social attitudes as many families still

conceal female disabled persons for reasons relating to their future and to
the family name.

The ratio of employees to disabled persons was 1 employee to 41 cases.

Eight years later the number rose from 28 in 1981 to 40 in 1989 grouped
as follows:
19 societies caring for mentally retarded persons
S societies caring for physically disabled persons
4 societies caring for deaf and dumb persons
12 societies caring for blind persons

Age groups ranged from 2 to 80. Services were provided mainly within the
societies, apart from five societies which provide day-time services only and
three societies which provide internal and external services.

Table 10 shows the names of societies, their location, Yyear of
establishment, nature of disability cared for and ages of beneficiaries.

. . N

e -
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The Gaza Strip, which has a population of 1 million, suffers considerably
from the lack of services for disabled persons. Up to 1975 there was no
school for the deaf in the Gaza Strip and no care for mentally retarded
persons was provided. 1In 1975 the Society for the Care of Disabled Children
was established and it began by serving 14 boys and girls. Now it serves
about 1,500 persons. The society supervises the implementation of several
programmes for home care. A special programme is worked out for each disabled
person after his conditions are examined. The teacher pays a weekly visit to
his home and spends some time with the mother and trains her to care for her
disabled child, following up with her the programme to supervise the child.
Thirty-three female teachers are involved in these activities supervising 700
families. In addition, there are 140 disabled persons at Al-Shams Centre and
45 disabled persons at Al-Shati Centre.

Finally a co—ordination committee for disability centres in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip was formed in 1979 through the Federation of Charitable
Societies.

Oon vocational rehabilitation in the wWest Bank and Gaza Strip, Ayoush's
study points out that only half the centres started rehabilitation schemes,
which took the form of remedial employment in most cases. The majority of the
existing institutions place vocational rehabilitation at the top of their
future objectives. Lack of significant progress in this field was due to a
shortage of financial resources, inadequate premises and shortage of technical
personnel. All this means that vocational rehabilitation in general is still

in its infancy and needs 2 lot of resources to develop.

The first action in this field was by the Bethlehem Arab Society for
Rehabilitation in 1960. The Society started by providing its services to five
disabled women (accommodation and food). These services did not expand until
1968, when medical treatment was introduced with some surgical operations and
physiotherapy including training and massage. In 1981 the first physiotherapy
centre in the West Bank was opened.

An example of inadequate premises is the condition of the National School
for the Blind in Al-Beerah where some classes are held in the school corridors
because of the shortage of classrooms and where double the capacity of
students is accommodated.

To obtain qualified technical personnel, some societies began sending
workers in this field to train them in modern methods. One of these societies
is the Society for the Care of Disabled Persons in Gaza which sent some
students to England to study for a B.A. degree in the teaching of the mentally
retarded. The first group returned in 1985 and started to work for the
Society.

The Society also co-operated with the University of Calgary in Canada to
train professionals specialized in the care of disabled persons. Two groups
have graduated and have been awarded a diploma and next year a B.A. course
will start in co-operation with the University of Victoria.

N o ST DTN A
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In 1981 the Women's Revival Society in the West Bank started in
Co-operation with the Swedish Institution, to implement a three-year
rehabilitation scheme during which Sseveral courses were organized for workers
in disability centres,

From the replies to the Questionnaire for the Directory of
Experts/Resource Persons working in the field of Disability (table 11) it can
be concluded that the majority of Supervisors of disability centres were
diploma-holders in disability, hag attended special courses or had studied
sociology or Psychology at university.

progress in rehabilitation and have helped to solve numerous individuals®
problems, but they have not been able to overcome obstacles at the level of
society. The situation has worsened.



-20-

i
i 520

i
I‘»tvw\:ups\-u...
P S

xc:tsxb@

,:\Q.K\\A(\ \v\\\»tu \& .;J\C\.GAS

: hesso

V%\!ﬁv Nv::v\lm.
:t\» QVxVu .\3\ ~VQ .u{ m%

e s»\s -\s.!\|h

SRR TN 3\«:3\ m;}m«m ;
] -
|

o et . m:.\V\-:\\v.\qN\n\Q

' .sNNQ\Q.!oe.w

B «1\\«,:;5\ -

i

Lnoovm «.x\\m\.‘@ -hpars0g”
. “ \Nm - *isxxf.\w
z Wm@ﬁ vt

. \anw\wl.,

Mvmmww..

,.\.Sx.x‘ yarreg’
hhh xog \é Vi d

Vd -\\-ﬁ\ %N»KQ

"

: «.x: vorpD 7 n\vka ; v tr
VoS ey Fr

L

rywe fo Lyrgvor

wr)g IS

9

: S\YK
| 1 BN u\__\ .

:L

iR \uv?uz -

3\ ] ﬁ.wl.TL._w.\lMx

e Bormyli ,
L\* Ruixw.w ké\!\
Py SPIO \S\S\u»k u.\h\\\ﬁw

_ Lv \ .\«:\u-\:‘:\

ve.wdx\n ,
‘1\ u!Q \8_{_4&
|

s e

om0 WP :2\.«,\ e
i v oyvanp? \wcn\v. 1 \Qu«w.n

e b\stst\ \!G{ : L
|qu\, . EQGH!\V.\1~vVn\.w \‘%us.h, *\SUQ.
IR ! L .

s .\.&C d"\u.:\uv \v“\uuo\.w m\m,’\v.\vk.

_____;__g._i: f1

—p a1 - wey
—wiurslosg | 27402 swgybr72dst
o ” 3 ' H . .

dia3s ezeo pue Nued 359M 9u3 Ut

po1qestp oux 303

suosaad NOhﬁommh\m».hmﬁunm Jo X30399a1p ®©

9TTAWOoY 03 s°ate

Cﬁo.n»mwﬁ—d ayy o1l sosuodsaa 3O mdmh.ﬂm¢4

de\hﬂ. nqlr &w\_«EDW +

J_..mhﬁ). R Y
B \Nﬁmﬁﬁeswwnt: T

Quuay PuSIHYD

yapg oy N e

sollyg oy -+ -

Q\E\WN wyvvH

yopryays vV

<vossod wanos B X2s’

[4#2dx2 Fo TV

‘11 °198L




veyorapay-

ARG rrrmopy

: .\.t.“ixv.ﬁ.\.k UC G pa
S Aaad TN

T e

»..W\.\\z 295 IMN gvi oy

-21-

T T v T e e
ARG & S S il sl
ey ...i..d%\-q R S .
R v R I B L S
. e e ENr... o K

U i U bgs2t |

| A ) Froren v

i b . L ‘ 4\ \h.\\N 7
bSO (18 gy gy

- L ety
5 ,, . i§~.~,®v~.._ !\Q.Vveu. ”
A __\.ﬂu»wxiwl,_\.w 118t
\.«mvmv_;vQ\\Qw P

-

AR Y S e
Sxeg s TN P B iy 1
e b e B A a5

e Pyam T ,_‘,

. - - ‘ A
- Jepaspy oy ] .

s oo e : | :

. w..uxs\\_,va&\!%.w ?v
Tm_.ﬁs.\_.%&éw.

2 by d

._,f . Y1 wrery
WjorHLYS
 BBI97 mpswaap

mv‘d‘w\&ﬁ%w \ . H. .
- ,\ e ,.NN\*N %w.\.k. .
\tt.\.\&\ﬂi%._ xogy

4VV_.§V3V~\L. ...
b
S s te BRI E

-
v - N\wwvvxx.\w«\\ig

Ao Ty 18 Pealyryohya

Lo [T etz grphsy sy

” A “V\W\Q

DS TIY T B IAE yrive
LG TN SE I8 s
‘;....

|

e

LI E TN H

PYYS sroy iy

TV o ey

st
I e itk
%@mw@a@i _k\.c&vv\?.?
4" i LEEREE A ,.

i

.*,!
P2os
Promryopy il

Jux».\M\ho\dV " \.tl.&\%w‘vﬁnw : §
nﬂv&.\\.V\Q - / vt&wwu‘\:\ww w.\\wﬁ\»\wh
1 [ : 6

i
i

C i sos
B/ i -

i :

EERE S B
4G o
\v..th»\nx 3

) 5

; soshy)

i _

) . .A,,h\v\\t\-? ..\« vy oy
s ¢ :

P/ ez
z

s

. QQH\Mﬂ\ Uu.\v»%OV.. M

N\x\u\\.\, S T yy

U(»&v;mwbxﬁ\ 4

> €

(PeNnuTIU03) 11 srqeg



-22-

III. DISABILITY TRENDS AND THEIR CLASSIFICATION

Analysis of disability trends means comparing changes in the types of
disability in accordance with statistics based on field studies. It has
already been pointed out that this type of study is lacking for the occupied
territories. However, through the recently published statistics on injuries
incurred during the intifada leading to permanent disabilities as well as
psychological disorders, anxiety and fear and their effects on the nervous
system, a new factor has started to affect the nature of disability. Hardly a
day passes without news in the newspapers and radio and TV news pulletins
about injuries leading to permanent disabilities. The classification which
was common before the intifada was the following:

- Blind persons;

- peaf and dumb persons;

- Mentally retarded persons;

—  Physically disabled persons.

The classification of injuries during the intifada shows that the
majority have peen cases of physical disability apart from 18 cases of loss of
sight. It has been reported that during the first Yyear of the intifada
physical disability cases numbered 5,000 ranging between minor lameness and
total paralysis. According to a study by the Workshops for Girls
Rehabilitation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip the growth rates of disability

cases were as follows:

- Beating and breaking bones
(new in phenomenom because of the intifada): 17 per cent;

- Paralysis: a 24 per cent rise over the average rate;

_  Artificial limbs: a 76 per cent rise over the average rate;

- Psychological cases: a 75 per cent rise over the average rate;

- Physiotherapy: 2a 64 per cent rise over the average rate.

The Disabled child Care Society in Gaza has found a growing need for
programmes for the care of children up to the age of four to avoid delay in

growth because of psychological disturbances resulting from the difficult
conditions to which these children are subjected.

T - DN
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IV. socraL AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES

The needs of disabled persons are numerous and varied. They include
health, social, educationa] and brofessional needs, Comprehensive care for
disability ctases requires Breat efforts, high technology and considerable

.

expense. What jig more important is that this care requires BOovernmenta]l

aspects of care, The situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is completely
different from that in any other country. The Government ig an occupation
authority ang care for disabled bersons does not fall within jtg
responsibilitijegs,

Special care. There are Severe cases in which it jg N0 use to train the
disabled person and thig leads to g4 Permanent commitment frop society to
provide financial aid.

workers in various fields of Specialization for the service of the disabled.
However, ip the light of such awareness a8 big question arises as to the

Among the social consequences of disability problems are the attitudes
towards the disabled, In a study of this issue by Mr. Na'im Aby Al-Homus of
Al-Najah University in Nablus, Seven negative attitudes towards the disabled
Person were identified. These are reflected in the following statementg:

1. Parents should be less strict with their disabled children than with
their other children.
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4. The majority of disabled persons feel depressed because of their
situation.

5. Disabled persons prefer loneliness and introversion.
6. Disabled persons complain more than others.

7. The majority of disabled persons feel they are less efficient than
others.

V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARDS DISABLED PERSONS

Given the absence of authority and the national government, there is 2
lack of governmental policies drawn up to provide care for the disabled. It
is clear that the efforts made are carried out by charitable societies
individually. pespite the formation of a central committee for the disabled,

resources are still scattered and in need of organization and unification.

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS

The situation has not changed much for the disabled since the
above-mentioned conference held in 1981. On the contrary, the gituation has
worsened. Therefore, it is useful to cite the recommendations of the
conference, most of which still need to be implemented:

1. A comprehensive survey of all disability cases should be carried out.

2. Programmes should be drawn up to orient citizens, especially in
villages, through all available means, including educational and informational
institutions and early care should be provided.

3. The establishment of social institutes and special education centres
to qualify personnel capable of undertaking the rehabilitation of disabled
persons should be encouraged.

4. Students should be sent abroad to specialize in the rehabilitation of
disabled persons and get acquainted with experience in other countries taking
into account the indigenous conditions and available resources.

5. Conditions of those working for social care institutions should be
improved and means provided for their advancement in their fields of work.

6. Training courses should be organized for workers in the field of
disability as @ first step to establishing a specialized institute for the
training of the personnel needed as well as co-operation with the existing
expertise.

7. Care should be provided for aged persons and special centres
established to accommodate them.

8. Appeals should be made to national jnstitutions to support social
schemes by all means available to them.




9. Nationa]l institutions should be urged to recruit qualified disabled

11. Workshops of the disableqd should bpe improved and Supermarkets
providing a131 facilities to guarantee marketing the products of disabled
workers should be set Up and national institutions called on to promote such
products,

12. The establishment of Psychiatric clinics should be Supported and
emphasis put on early pPrevention,
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