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Assistance to the Comoros

Report of the Secret ary-Generq!

1. rn its resolutian 3\ /I27 of 1\ December 1979 on assistance to the comoros )
rha aohaFo Acaa'lI,. ih--r ' id F6.,.act6d 1-ha Secretary-Gene-ral Lo conLinue,ls

' 
4!r w:-:--:::)

eflorts to mobilize th;;ecessaxrr resources for an effective programme of
financial, technicaf and naterial assistance to the Comoros, and to arrange for
a rcviev oo the .cc'romjc siLuation o-f the Coraoros and the progress roarlc in
organiz ing and irnpl e'renLing uhe srecial assistance prograln''le for that counLrv ir
Li-e for Lhe inaLLe-r to oe consictered by *"he General Assembly at its thi*ty-lif'Ll-
session"

2, The Secret ary-Geneaaf arranled for a reviev mission to visit the Comoros to
consult with the Government on the economic situation and on the progress nade in
ir^t--^n- ir- i-,a e^a.i.t -.^n^yri. eeejq+er. T\c 1.Fr.)1.f. ^f lhe
reviev nission) \'rhich is annexed hereto,, describes the economic and financial
r^cil.i^n.r Lhp ..rrrr]"w .r ^rr c.r-1"nrri:es tL'= nrndress vhich haS been rnade in
imp-Lcmcntin.l thc rrojecrr ircluded in Lhe special assistance nrogranme '

3. Tn resolution 3\/127, the Secret ary-Genera] Lras also requested to p-ursue
r,rith the Government of the Comoros the question af organizing a meeting of donors
and., in that respect, to co- ordinate efforts vith the United Nations Develollment
Frogranrne, the Economic Cor,ritissicn for Africa a.nd the llorld Bank. Required
consultations have taken place and a document summarizing relevant international

-iirh 1-^ .r jhr cr.l'l^ no-rin-c qa1 tinr out the nodal-ities for organizint
them, and cffering possible alternative courses of action, vas conmunicated to
the Governaent of the Conoros fov its consideration.

)+. fn paragraph 6 of resolution 3\/127, the General Assembly invitecl a number of
Uniico iatiors organjzations and specialized agencies to bring bo Lhe attenl-ion of
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their governing bodies' for their consideration, the special needs of the Comorosand to report the decisions of these boclies to ihe Secietary_ceneral by1, August 1980" Furthermore, in paragraph B of the resolution, the apiropri.atespeciali.zed. agencies and other organizations of the united Nations =y-"iunr *.r"requested to report to the secretary-General on the steps they have iaken andthe resources they have trade evailabl-e to assist the comoros. The text ofresolution 3\/127 tras been cornmunicated. to the agencies and organizations
concerned. and their attention dral''. to the specific requests addressed to them bythe Assenbly' The responses of the agencies a',d organizations r,ril1 be reproducedin a report of the secretery-General -overing the comoros and other countries forwhich the General- Assembl"y has requested the Secretary_General to organizespecial economic assistance progralues.
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INTRODUCTTON

1. The relort cf the S ecretary-General on assistance to the Comoro s (A/3\/36I"
see a.lso A/3\/516), considered by the General Assembly at its thilty-fourth
sessionu referred. to his previous reports (A/33/Uo and, A/32/ZOB/Add.1 and 2) and
tc Ass enbly resolutions 3t/\2 ot l December f976, 32/92 of 13 December 19?T and
33/123 af 19 Dec enLber 1!18 on the same subject.

2, 0n 14 Decenber 1979, the ceneral Assenbly adopted resolution 3\ /a2I , in
which it noted \,rith concern that the assistance so far provided falfs short of the
urgent requirements of the Comoros and reiterated. its appeal to Member States,
regional and interregional organizations and other intergovernmental bodies to
provide effective and continuous financial, material and technical assislance !o
help the ccuntry overccre its financial and economic dilficulties.

3. The General Assenbly also requested the Secretary-General to arrange for a
review of the econonic situation of the Comoros and- the progress made in
organizing and implementing the special economic assistance pro€lramrne for that
country in bine far the matter to be considered by the Assenbty aL iLs thirty-fifth
session. fn pursuance of the resolution, arrangements were made for a United
Nations mission under Lhe direction of the Offica rnr. snpaiel enliticar Qrestionsto visit the Comoros frorn 21 to 2B March 1980.

l|. The mission r,ras received by the Prime Minister, IIis Xxcellency
Mr. Salirn Ben A1i, and was briefed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Co-operation, His Excellency Mr. AJ-i MroudJae, and by the Minister of Finarrce,
Economy and Planning, His Excellency Mr, Said Kafe. The mission paid a courLesy
call on His lxcellency the Governor of Grande Comore. Dturing its visit, it held
worklng sessions vith the senior officials of the seetoral ministries concerned and
net r,rith sone members of the diplomatic corps and vith technical assistance
personnel provided by the United Nations system,

5, The mission wishes tc place on record its appreciation of the assistance it
received from the Government of the Comoros. Ttre Government had prepared for the
rnissionts visit and rnade availabLe al1 the basic information required for the
revier,r. The mission also vishes to acknowledge the assistance it received fron
the Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Progreme and his
staff.

I.



A/35/39\
Ilnglish
Annex
Page 3

II. GENI]RA], SITUATION IN THE COMOROS

6. The raaj or factors contributing to the critical situation in the Comoros at
independence in July 1"9?5 vere described. in some detail in the report of the
Secretary-General- (A/32/2O8/Add..1), hereafter referred. to as the ,'principal
report'r. That report was updated. after the Government change of l.{ay 19TB by a
further relort of tbe Secretary-Genera.l (A/3\/36f).

7. In the principal report it was noted that the Comoros was one of the least
developed. countries in the world., Poor in natural resources, includ.ing cultivable
land and ninerals, its deficit-ridd.en nainly agrarian econoirlf was based on outdated.
socio-econornic and- administrative institutions and was devoted mostly to a few
c'xport crops. It lacked viable physical infrastructures for road and sea
transport and for conmunications, energy supply and. vater management. Inadequate
educational and" technical and. vocationat training facilities resul-ted in an
acute shortage of trained human lesources and made dependence on expat"iate staff
inevitable. The country I s high rate of popuLation growth compounded the prob].ens
of providing adequate nutrition and. health services. Population pressure also
contributed significantly to the chronic trad.e deficit ploblem as it nade it
necessary to depend" increasingly on iraported stapl-e food.stuffs and other basic
consumption conmodities .

B, The rcission rnras informed that there has been no improvement with regard to
the rnarketing of the yla,ng-y1ang essence, vhich is one of the najor exports of
the eountry. While there was no demand. for the inferior €trades of the product,
the cost of producing the higher grades had becone prohibitive owing to the
doubled cost of fuel. The Govern:nent was therefore considering vhether it might
not be better to shift from the production of ylang-y1ang to the introduction of
some other crop, The mission suggested- that the Govern:nent should seek the ad.vice
of a joint FAO/UNCTAD/UNIDO mission on such a major decision.

9. The major single economic problem facing the Governnent continued to be
its budget deficit. Tabl-e l- below shows the Government budgets for 1979 and
1980. It can be noted from the table that tbe over-all deficit has more than
doubled in absol,ute terus flon CfA t-,295 nillions il in f9T9 to CFA 2,66\ milt-ions
in f980. The deficit has also registered a considerable ircrease in rel-ative
terns, rising from 35,B per cent ia L979 to l+9,t per cent in 1980. the main
causes of the increase have been the establishment of the local- or governorate
administrations on each of the three islands, the purchase of essentiaL equipnent,
the rnaintenance costs of public buil-d.inEs and. inflation.

a/ A11 conversions in this report have been at the rate of CFA 2OO = $US 1.00.
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Administration

Grand.e Coiaore

Anjouan

l.laheli

Subtotal

Federal

Total

Table 1

Governnent revenues and. expenditurgq
(uillions of cFA )

'r o?o 19Bo
Bevenues Expenditures Deficit Revenues Expenclitures Deficit

692.8

a<1, "

'tA n

907. B

L7:. e

126.o

I , 360.2

I,UJ+.)

278.o

>4u. )

596.9

158 .8

275.O 819.7

119.5 \37.6

50.0 r79.?

1,t 23.1

1"198.0

1 a.\'f I

2,ro9.6

38t+.5 L,376.5

cnn ( r ?zo ?

1,O I a. I I,1yO.t

2,7\7.3 I,358.0

2,32r.r JtArO.C I,?95.I 2zEqA ,,l+20 .o ?,66+ .2

10. The nission was inforned. that of the f9B0 estinated budget expend.itures
\t.1 per cent is providecl for the social sector, 19.5 per cent for the economic
sector, 15.7 per cent for Justice and. secr:rity and 15.? per cent for public services.
Fifty-seven per cent of the budget is al-l,ocated. to staff costs and 38 per cent to
equipment and. supplies. Virtually a.L1 of tbe revenues accrue from ind.irect taxes
and the ridening gap between revenues anal expenditules seriously affects all efforts
for sustained economic tleveLoprxent.

11. The Government said. that, while a].l possible effo"ts are being nade to contain
expenditures, improve budgeting and accounting procedures and tack]e the problens
of restructuring the adninistration, its recurrent budget wilL continue to require
external financial support for sone ti.me to come. Ilith the hefp of bil-ateral and
nu-Itilateral assistance, the Governrnent has nnade a good start in the development of
agriculture, vith makinB the country self-sufficient in food production as the main
objective. The introd.uction of clemonstration fams and a network of extension
services will no tloubt heJ-p the nodernization of the sector. However, time will be
required for these and. other efforbs to produce si.gnificant results.

I2. The x0ission we.s also inforned. that the capital investment account for 1980,
which is to be compl-etely financed. by external aid, was not fu.lly covereal. Onty
$4.2 million of the necessary $6.8 mil,l-ion have been secured, J-eaving a balance of
$2.4 nill,ion to be sought fron the internat ionaL comtrunity.

13. The bal,ance of trade continued to show a sizeabl-e deficit in L979, as can be
seen f?ord table 2 belorr. A 50 per cent increase in the value ot l-979 imports as
compared to 19?B lras nearly covered by the large increase in the value of
1979 exports r.rhich vas ascribed. to an unusually favourable price for vani11a, one
of the countryrs nain expo"ts. 

r



A/35 /39r;
Engli:lr
Annex

Tabl-e 2

Balance of trade

Yean

t97\

1q75

L975

r9"t7

19?B

I q?q
57b/

Volune
l.4etric tons

5 
' 
lroo

11 ,263

6 
' 

3ol+

2,O99

3,500

I.Ialue
!j000

8"908

9,256

o ,Aq

B'99r

9,r27

18,U+0

Volume
IletTic tons

7q trq

55,\25

\o 
'776

39,8r2

\j,\29

59365

llxport val-ue
=-:--.-:--^-LUUlmporf, l.a-Lue

Estinated on basis of January to October returns,

1!. The Gover:nment attributes the large increase in the vaLue of 1979 imports
nainly to an increase in the cost of food. inports. rt is not Governnent policy to
impose stringent restrictions on such inports at present but rather to encourage
the local production of substitutes.

15. The deficit in the balance of trad.e has been grattuaLfy increasing over the
past few years and, in the absence of a favourable solution for the problen of
yLang-ylang production and narketing, this trend. is expected. to continue unmoderated.

$. The problen of port improvement and interisl-and tr€nsport was raised by the
Government with the mission as a uatter of high priority, in view of its serious
effect on all efforts for the development of the countryr s snaII-island econony.
The Government stressed the fact that frequency and reliability of sea transFort
services is a basic d-eterminant of the fevel of tlistribution costs and the prices
paid and received by consrntrers and producers for import and export goods. The
effectiveness of such services will also determine the optinun required. level-s of
stocks and strate€lic reserves of many cormoclities. I,lhile recurrent shortages of
essentiar good-s rnay be harmful to the countryt s economic and social stability,
keeping large stock covers implies the irnmobilization of scarce financial resources
raThich a poor econony cannot afford to spare. The Government therefore hoped that
special attention coul-d be dra}m to the country I s needs in this area, including two
new projects {hich related to the expans ion of two ports anal for which it was
seeking international financing (see appendix, paras. 16-2I). 

t

ot

Value
$000

25,U+5

22,6:.2

l.2r99\

Ib, )4O

21,330

") 
17p.

T'Yr.^P+ c Inport a/
Cove" ratio
Percentage

TTade
balance

$ooo

-lo r 9J I

-_r J, J)o

-3'729

-7,r55

-r2,203

-13,738

34

4l-

7r

,+

43
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l?. 4rloLl,er matLer conside.red oy the Governnent [o hrve reached crirical urcency
'-.r.-._. r-^ hLa -|-Fa,a ^,. n6iT.ta n f rpt+ L,t-j.h r,res included in an accelerated

.Lcrre-Ic'rmcnt project recomended in the principa.L reDort. The DTesenl insLallat ions
dc*arinr=J ina er e vorr/ fa<i rq+F The nroier.f hlq hFFn Empnd-.rq vvrJ I

-pn rinprl qar.cr.ialc fnr renair helrF r..Fpr aclrirpl qrJ , rn'r.l^q+ c,vterral ard is

'irJ..rl\. haa.lad +^ .^h^l1rda tha !.'^FL f ilai,l l.\
\!vrui,

1I1. PROGRXSS 11{ ]MPLEMENTI}IG THE SPECTAT,
ECONOMIC ASS]STAI\CE PROGRAIO4E

!p*e-c-,ia!_ap,5:g!anc_e_plogrsff ne

13" A nrocramme of a.ssiqi:Anee .^rqiq+.ind ^f 1? nr^ia^re .n/l .lrqci'iFd inLO
fq.) crifieallv 1rr-c"rl. (h) pcr.el.rgt.ed rlFrrpl^nrFrt.. e.d (r-) srFll-Fcalr- technical
co o_oeraLion nrojecLs vas recoffoended in the Drincipal renort (see A/32/203/Add"1,
paras. 54 to I27). The prograrme r1'as estimated to require sone $25 million plus
sone 3BB exlert-months of technical- assistance" Durin6 last year's reviev, two
nore projecLs esti ated to cost about $12 mjllion lrere _oroposed by l-he Covernment
for incluslon in the progra:lme (see 4,/31+/351, laras. B2-BT).

19. of the 39 llrojects includ.ed in the recommended p]'ogranme of assistance,
20 .orrc q. fqr haon .rr'l'l1r f inane,.d ri ad.lir.inn nFri.i'l P'rndinr' has hcen secured
for seven projecrs. No progress has been made vith the renainjng tl^ree projecLs.
The rnain sources of assistance to the prcgrarnne have been Abu Dhabi, Federal
Republic of Germanyr F"ance, Sveden and Switzerland and Ul,lfP, UN/DTCD, UIiIIF, UNISCO,
UllIDO, ADB, BADEA, EDF, II'D, IMF, lforld Bank and WFP. During the past two years
a total. of about $35 rnil-l-ion was received from these sources towards the
requirements of the special prog"anme of asslstance.

20" Table 3 surflmarizes the progress which has been made in inplementing the
projects included in the progranrne. Details oI proJects renainins in 1-he

assistance pro€lrarnme aae given in the a.ppend.ix below"

21 . The covernment of the Conoros has expressed its anpreciation of Lhe positjve
response of the inLernational conmunity to the count--yrs proSranme of specia-L
economic assistance" ft noted that the assistance so far provided has fallen
short of its needs and stressed the importance of continued international aid
fllous bo help it cope vith its serious econonic and financial Dr oblems"
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Essential budgetary support

Develolnent of food crops

Development of Niorunakel_i area

Coconut improvement anti rat
extermination

AgricuJ"tural training

Agricultural d.evelopnent cred.it

Agricuftural tools and enrr inmon t-

Ivlalaria erad.icat ion

Equipnent and supplies for hospitals

Supplenentary hospital feeding

Airport improvement and development:

Anj ouan Airport

Hahaia airport nmway

I,Iater development

Pood storage capacity

Reconstruction and. resettl_ement

Sroa.Il livestock developnent

rvral z e ml-tl-Ing

Reafforestation pilot proJect
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Tabfe 3

Renarks

Partially covered. $Us 6.a niuion provided
by France

Covered. $2"3 nitl_ion. EDF: ADB: UNDP/I'AO.

Covered., $t"O nill-ion. ADE: I,trorfd Bank:
UIJDP.

Covered. $5,5 nlttion lJorld Bank.

Covered." UNDp/tr'AO: IFAD.

Covered. $0.4 mi11ion. ADB: BEI: UNEF:
Federal Republic of Gerrrany,

Partially covered, bilateral aid.

Part ial-1y covered. I,iEO .

Covered. $t.5 nlttion. France,

Covered. " l,FP.

Partially covered. IINDP/ICAO.

Covered. $t,0 nitlion. Abu Dhabi.

Covered.. $6. 5 rniltion" France.

Covered. $0.345 nit:-ion. UNDP/I'AO: EDI'.

Covered. $0.t30 niltion. \4!'p.

Covered. Self-help and ED!..

Covered. $2.3 ni1lion. EDtr': IFAD: UNICEF.

Covered, vithin 4eneraf maize proJect
financed by nDF.

Covered.. $0.885 niflion. UNDP/FAo: FED:
SIDA.
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p-F^ i 6^+ Remarl(s

Production of agricuLtural hand tools Covered" UNDP/IJIIIDO '

stlt r?oduction Partial-]y covered' UNIDO '

Strategic reserve of petrol-eum fuel Partially covered ' Bilateral "

Traini.n6 in technical trades Covered. ILo'

Training of paramedical personnel) Covered. llor1d Bank"
" tlental assistants ) --

Ambulances covered' Swit zerlancl '

Meteorol-ogy and meteorological covered. I.Iorl-d Bank under revised airport
teleconmunicat ions inprovement proJect '

llydroelectric development covered $f'950 niffion' ADB'

Geothermal energy Partially covered' UNDP"

Consuftant, agricultural deve.lolment
projects Covered. UNDP/FAO '

Reinforcement, Nat ional Centre
for Planning covered. UNDP/UN '

Manageroent of refrigeration complexes covered.. ADB '

Assistance with financial control" Covered' IMF'

Prinary school teacher adviser Covered' IIIIESCO '

Statistical develognent adviser Covered' II{DP/UN '

Adviser, National accounts Covered. EcA/uorld Bank'

Postal- services and teleconmunications Covered. BADEA/EDF '
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l-. I5ee$_lel_-luqestary suFport

1. As 
'reviously 

relorted, continuing suDport to the recurrent bud.get witl be'necesaary fo" some years to-come. The devel.pment projects now bein! irnplenentedby the covernment wilr not imed.iately enlargl the productive basis ind tnerevenues on which taxes couLd be levied. fn the meantime, and in spite ofstringent austerity measures, Government expend.itures riu i""r".""-ao -r"."appropriate public adninistrati.ve costs incurred by the Federal and is.l-andgovernorates authorities and to provide irnproved social services.
2" The approved- recurrent budget for 19Bo shows a deficit of approximatery
{\13 milIion. The Government is d.etemined to curb erpenditures to the greatestpossible ext ent and to take appropriate steps to promote better fi.scal_ andaccounting procedures. Neverthe.Less, budgeiary assistance to cover that deficitrenains absolutely ess ent ial "

3. As indicated in the aeports of pre-vious missions (see A/32/ZOB/Add"t, para. JI
ilq o/lL/3f], para" 25), part of the budgetary support courd take the forn of foodaaq wnrch the Government courd se1l and utilize the proceecls for specifiedpurposes " The list of conrnodities and appropriate quantities vhicir cou.ld beused in this way remain as fo11or.rs:

Rice

Sugar

Canned neat and fish

Cannecl. milk

tro.10_Le oaa

15,000 metric tons

3r000

1.'000

)+oO

5oo

2, Airports ilprovement and equipment

4" This airport is seriously deficient in equipnent. ft has no fire_fightingor rescue apparatus and its equipnent foy aerial-navigation and aeronauticalmeteorology is very r-inited. The inprovements need.ed are divided into two phases:Phase. r woufd cover equipment which is essentiar for a ninimr:m of safety and foressential neteororogicaf work. phase rr voufd provide ro" 
"ul".q,rer,i 

-llilror.nert
of aerial navigation and for runway naintenance equipment. The ilt ens required forthese tr{o phases are the fol]-owins:



^/35/39\Engl-i sh
Annex
Page 10

Phase I ( essent ial-minim'"r.m for salety and fof' esseritial meteorol-oglr )

(a) 4gf:gl__lgltgelign and flround instal-l-at i.olt-

aggglltX .P-""ie4e!:o"

l- IIF SSB 6-chs.nnel transmitter-receiver, 200 watt (for air-ground
comrunications )

1 HF SSB 3-channef transceiver, )+00 l^'att (for fixecl aeronautical
and meteorological couununications )

1 Rescue boat, with engine and VIIF radio (for narjne search and
rescue )

1 Rapid intervention (fire'fighting) vehicle (carrying L,C)00 litres
of water). with VIIF rad.io

1 Cross-.countTy service vehicle, lrith VHF radio

I Standby diesel generating set, 120 KVA

1 Generaf-purpose logistical support building for the security,
fire and rescue equipnent

(b) Meteorologicaf equipment

I HI' SSB transceiver, 300 watt (for meteoroJ-ogical cornmunica.tions )

1 Evaporation station. com!1ete

1 llind speeti/d.irect ion recording system

I Thermo8raph temperatue recorder

1 Set of calibration instrulents

@on and ground i.nsta11a!i-o_n,

1 H!' SSB 6-channel transmitt er-rece iver , 200 vatt

I vIlF AM single-channel- transmitt er-rec eiver, 50 vatt (singte)

Runvay maintenance equiprrent

(b) l4o1g!-qi:pgl1

,. This airport remains a mere landing strip with no terminal building" The
Government estinates at CFA Francs ?o mil].ion ($US 350,000) the cost of a building
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to acconnodate passengers and house the equipnent, The equipmrent need.ed for safehanoling of traffi.c is as foll-ows:

(i) $..e-r:!a!_ nel/igation and grounll- installatron
O.uantity Des ignatign,

1 As s emb]-y with one VHtr, AM ground/air 5O_watt transmitter andtwo VEF AM s ingle_frequency receivers

I HF SSB three-channel- transceiver, l+00 watt (for fixed
aeronaut ical and meteorological conmuni.cations )

f Rescue boat, with eng:rne and viIF railio (for narine search andrescue j

f Cross-country service vehicle, vith VHF radio
I napid interventio-n- (fire_fighting) vehicfe (carrying 1,000 litresof lrater ) with VIil radio

1 Stand_by diesel generating set

1 Technical block building

1 General-purpose airport building for secuf,ity, fire ancl rescueequipment

(ii) l&lcsrelests?f-css$ses!"

f Vind speed/direction recording system

1 Barograph, themograph, rain gauge and radio theodolite;conplete installabion

] SSB transceiver, 3OO watt

1 Evaporation station, complete

1 Tberuograph record.ing thermometer

I Set of cal-ibration instnrments
(iii) Aerial navigation equipnent

1 HF transmitt e?-receiver station comprising IIF SSB six_channeltr€nsmitter, 200_watt, and IIF nobile receiver
1 NDB dual 5O-vatt radio beacon installation lrith antenna
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(") Technicaf assrstance needs for a rp

6" The Government continues to seek technical assistance suppolt to meet the

followin6; need s :

(a) ILS/VOF L echnic i an

(b) Aerial navigation engineer

(" ) Meteorological engi neer

(d) fnsta].lation technician

(e) Fire-fighting ancl rescue instructor

7. Each of the first four experts are required for tvo years' the last one for
one year. In acldition, training outside the country vilf be needed for a

considerable mrmber of Conorian technicians.

3. 4]r^-!aa+!P9rt-

B, Air Comoros, a larastatal corporation, operates a single Fohker 27 aircraft
bet'ween the islands and to the mainland (Monbassa, Kenya) ' To prevent any

d.isruption of the service" the Government lays great emphasis on the need for a

second aircraft of the short/medium range type, suitable to the distances betreen
the isfands and to the neighbouring African corrntries ' Several types of aircraft
have been considered by Air comoros amon8 those availabfe on the ma"ket. For a
Fokker 27, the cost would be alout $6 ni11ion, plus spare paris and provision for
training crev and. maintenance staff"

l+. lnteriste44 nlqlrne-lrenEler-t

g. The state-o{ned l"National Transport corporation'' OFerates sma1l and" o1d

vessels for interisland sailing" The services provicled are relatively costl-y and

not rea11y d.ependable. and the Governn0ent stresses the need for a reiiable vesse]'
A figure tr $ioo,oOO was tentatively given in the t9?9 report of the Secretarv-
Generaf but a more accurate estimate shoul-d result from a feasibility study for
which no financing is avail-abJ.e "

5" Strategic reserve of petroleum fuels

10. This proJect has been on the progranme for two years' Government officials
have reporled that the situation of the existing storage tanks has further
deteriorated to the point of threatening the security of their operation and

endangering the fuel supply on which the pover plant s providing electricity depend'

A stuiy hal been carried out for the rehabil-itation of the existing tanks and the
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instaltation of a ne.r one so as to provid.e the six months r reserve deemed. necessaryto meet the uncertainties of the supply in the country. A parastatar corporatio
'comores h.-rdrocarbu'es ' has financei- tle acqui.sitlon of the equipnent vhich is nor,ron the stot., but external aid is urgently neederl for the Of ,l1fio" iululreC torasserbli.ng and. setting up this equipnent,

11. No progress has been nade. towards acquiring the items currentry needed rahichwere listed" in annex II of 4/3)+/361. The cost of tho". items wifl irobably exceedthe original estimate of $1"5 million.

7. lQles]eirc+&cEes
l-2. The triorld Heal,th O"ganization (trftIO) has made a study of the problen but hasnot yet determined the best strategy to be for-lowed. for the eradication pro{iranme ethe cost of which also remains uncertain, UHO wi]l ccntribute OIOO,OOO i"1982"1983 froxr its ?egurar budget. The balarce of required frmds I estinated atabout $1 mi11ion, remains to be secured.

B. Strategic food reserve

13. A-l-though progress has been mad.e in creati.ng sone food storage capacity tomeet the need for establishing a strategic food reserveo as reconmended. inpsragraphs 102 and 103 of the principar report r no offers of assistance have sofar been received tovard.s estab:r-ishing this important precaution against theuncertainties of marine transport, weather conditions -and agriculti"ai iriro"e",

9. !eLf_89@9!ron

1)l' A technicat report financed by uNDp an. prepared by uNrDo has been completed.,Th'ee comorians have been sent to Mauri.tius ror lrainin!. However, no source forfinarcing the required investment has yet been found..

10. Geothernsl enerAy

15" UNDP has agreed to finance a stud.y of tbe geothernar energy potential of thecomoros ' Difficurties in recruiting a suitable expert to undertake the study havepersisted' since last year's review no ?rogress has been nade vith regard to thetraining of Cornorians in ttre field of geofoly.
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11. .pS:elgLn19g!-Sl-S999lldary--!9r.q-- s/
"p-e--Srg!d s-lser-e--?r,C-Usbsli

f6" At present, no port in the Comoros can acconmodate ocean-going ships'
nl,Jt ernal traffi; is handlecl by transshiprnent in the ports of Madagascar " Kenya

and the United Republic of Tanzania to coasting vessels serving the islands"
Besides the political constraints imposed' by this depend'ence on foreign ports'
the practice also 1ead.s to higher freight costs'

I7" The covernnent of the comoros has therefore decid.ed to make l{utsamudu (.qn.jouan)

itru *.i.r dispersal port of the archipelago by extending the existing ietty and

deep-water docking space for o"u.n*gling vessels" Goods vi1l then be distTibuted
from l.{ut samudu to the other islands by coasting vessels of 5OO to J-'000 tons" To

ac c ornnodat e such vessels, the builaling or improvement of the secondary polts on

;;;;;-;;;;"; illoto"i), and Moheri (romloni ) wil-f be necessarv" such i'xdprovenents

will- rnake it possibl-e to improve the supply arran8ements ' thereby reducing the

cost of many products' nuniing out of stock and losses of goods will occur less

frequently. contacts also vili be facilitated and the dormant economy r"ifl revive.

lB.Afeasibilitystudyhasbeencarried'outfortheima>rovementofthed'ispersal
port at l4ut samudu, tire cost of $hich ( about $30 uil].ion) is expected to be net bv

Kur,rait. The iltrprovenent of the dispersal port will produce all- the desired" effects
onl-y if the secondary ports are also constructed"

l-9. The port of Moroni I4ust be improved to handle the expected braffic of sone

ek,?oo incorning tons and 12"300 ouigoing tons a year" The works required inclucle

the establishment of a too"i.,g lerttl, the construction of a breakwater and the

dredging of an access channell The cost estinate, based on 1973 studies " updated

to account for inflation and to include port han&Ling equipment and the construction

of narehouses " amounts to approxirnatery $f0 ni11ion"

20, Irnprovement of Fomboni port requires the construction of a new ietty and a

sofiA pier, the provision of'port handling equipnnent and the const"uction of
warehouses. A study "r" p""p'"""a in 19?5. ,tff-wing for improved proposals and

for priee rises sinte L97t, if is estinated that this project wouad cost about

$to nitlion.

2L AI $B million loan for port developnent in the Conoros has been approved by

BA-DEA. The bal-ance of requiied financing is sti11 to be secured'

a/ Neff proJ ect .




