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REPLI®ES RECETIVED FROM COVERIMENTS

ECUADOR

/[Original: Spanish/
/1 October 1980/

1. The Governrent of Ecuador has always attached the greatest importance to the
peaceful settlement of disputes as an international principle which it is absolutcly
egssential to observe as a fundamental element of the maintenancs of international
peace and security.

2. Bcusdor has spared no effort to expand and strengthen the peaceful sottlement
mechanisms of regional organizations such as the Organization of American States and
unlversal organizations such ag the United dat‘ons. Ecuador is an essentially
pacifist country: throughout its history it has demonstrated this national
philosophy irn many different ways and has co-operated with a view to eliminating

the use of force In the internstional community, in order that existing or future
disputes boiwesen States might be settled exclusively by peaceful mweans, with due
regard for law and justice.

3. For the above reasons, the Government of Ecuador has been particularly
interested In the work being done by the Special Committes on the Charter of the
United Haticns and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, pursusnt
to General Assembly resolution 3499 (¥XX) of 15 December 1975 and resolution 34/102
of 14 December 1979.

I, The Government of Ecuador believes 1t is particularly important thet the
General Assembly prepare a declaration which would not only represcnt a contribution
to the interpretation of the relevant norms of the United Nations Chartcr and the
principles which should govern the matter for the promotion of the general
well-being of peoples and the maintenance of international peace and security in
conformity with law and justice, but which would alse constitute a positive
expression of the progressive development of international law.

5.  General Assembly resolution 2625 (V) of 2L October 1970, entitled
"Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United ¥ations” sets
forth in the relevant chapter certain inportant aspects of the gucstion of the
peaceful settlement of disputes. Newvertheless, the declaration to be formulated by
the General Assembly should expand on thoss principles end, above all, should
strengthen the role of the competent organs of the United Hations and encourage
Member Ctates to use mechanismg for peaceful settlement, in compliance with the
purposes of the United Jations, particularly that of maintaining international peace
and sscurity. A declaration or the peaceful setbtlem:nt of disputes would
supplemrnt, in its own sphers, the declaration contained in General Asgsembly
resolution 2734 (XXV) of 156 December 1970 on the strengthening of international
security.
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é. The Government of Icuador considers that a declaration on the peaceful
setblement of dispufes and the strengthening of the role of the United Nations in
that arsa should contain the following provisions:

(a) It should reiterate the general prineiple that Member States chall refrain
in theily international relations Trom the threst or us? of foree, including
political or economic cosrcion, against the territorisl integrity or political
independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the ourposes
cf the Unit. d Tations;

(b} It should reaffirm the principle that Member States shall settle their
disputes exclusively by peaceful means;

(¢) It should stipulatec the legal requirement that in settling their daisputes,
of whatever naturs, by peaceful means, Member States shall act in such a manner that
international peace and security and Jjustice zre not eandanpgered, thus nositively
establishing that settlsments should be reached in conformity with the principles
of justice and international law:

{(d) It should stipulate that, in the peaceful settlement of internaticnal
disputes, the following principles shall be borne in mind: respect for each other's
independence, soverelignty and territorial integrity:; the non-recognition of
territorial acquisition resulting from the threat or uss of forece; non-intervention
in the dnternal or external affairs of States; the right to self-determination of
pecples; bermanent soversignty of States over thelr natural resources; and the
sovereign equality of Staotes,

(e) It should stress that States shall scek, in good faith and in a apirit of
co-operation, an early and just scolution to their international disputes by
negotiation, inquiry, mediastion, concilistion, arbitration, judicial sztilement,
resort to regional agsncies or arransements, or other peaceful means of their own
choice. The parties shall resort to such peaceful means as msy be rost appropriate
in the light of the circumstances and the nature of the dispute;

(f) TIn the event th= partics to a dispute are unable to find a solution by any
of’ the above means, they shall continue thedlr search for a peaceful settlement by
any other means that might appear apvropriate. Should they be unable to settle
thedir disputs by such mesns, any of the perties shall refer it to the Security
Council;

{g) States parties to regionsl arrangements or agencles ghall make overy
effort to achieve peaceful setilement of their disputes through the procadures and
mechanisms provided for under such regional arrangements or agencles before
submitting the adlspube to the United daticns Security Council. WNevertheless, such
States may at any time bring the dispute or gituation in question to the attention
of the Security Counecil or of the Gen-ral Assembly, in accordance with the Charker
of the United Hations;
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(h) States parties to an international dispute, as well as the other Member
Btates, shall refrain, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter, from any action which might aggravate the situation, extend the dispute
or delay the settlement:

(i) International disputes shall be settled in conformity with the principle
of the free cholce of means. Nevertheless, nothing shall prevent the competent
bodies of the United Nations or third States from promoting the peaceful settlement
of international disputes, in an effort to contribute to the maintenance of peace
and in conformity with the purposes of the Charter, nor shall States be precluded,
in treaties on the peaceful settlement of disputes, from agreeing to submit to one
or more compulsory means for the settlement of existing or future disputes;

(i) Treaties on the peaceful settlement of disputes should establish a body
empowered to assist parties in secking the peaceful settlement of their disputes
or the most appropriate means, at the request of any of the parties;

(k) Neither the existence of a dispute nor the failure of a peaceful
settiement procedure shall give rise to or justify the threat or use of force or
of any other coercive means on the part of any State party tc the dispute;

(1) HMember States shall meke full use of the options provided by the Charter
for the peaceful settlement of their disputes;

{m} Member States shall report to the Security Council on all steps or
measures taken by them for the purpose of settling their international disputes by
peaceful means when such disputes have not bheen brought before the Security Council
for its consideration;

(n) The competent bodies of the United Nationsz shall diligently consider, in
conformity with the principles of the Charter and the principles of the decleration
to be prepared, any dispute which may be brought before them. Such bodies shall
adopt decisions or recommendations, as the case may be, on any situation or dispute
submitted for their consideration, with the exception of those matters referred to
in Article 2, paragraph T, of the Charter.

(o) The General Assembly and the Security Council shall strengthen the powers
avallable to them to recommend measures for the peaceful adjustment of any
situation, regardless of its origin, in conformity with the provisions of
Article 1h and Article 33, paragravh 2, of the Charter, by making more frequent use
of such powers;

{p) It should recormend o the Secretary-QGeneral of the United Nations that
he make wider and constant use of his power to bring to the attention of the
Security Council any matter which in his opinion may threaten the maintenance of
international peace and security, pursuant to Article 99 of the Charter.
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SURINAME
/0rizinal: Englisﬁ?
/11 September 1980/
1. The principlc of peaceful settlement of disputes between States is firmly

embedded in the Charter of the Uniteg Wations, as is its correlate, that of +he
non-use of force.

2, Suriname regards full respect of the prineiple for praceful settlement of
disputes between Stctes as g prerequisite for the maintenance of international
Dbeace and security.

3. The Government of Suriname ic of the opinicn that the constant resort to arms
violates that principle to such an extent that its roral and politieal infiuence
could be seriously weakened.

L. Menkind has witnessed that, as soon as a conflict is being defused, anothor
source of international dispute and tension eneraes, very often due to interference
by partics not directly concerned with the dispute.

3. The Government of Suriname holds that it is primarily the responsibility of
the United FNations to guarantee internationsl peace and security and to protect
the national sovereignty, territorial integrity and indevendence of States.

6. It is furthermore of the opinion that, in view of the continuation of conflict
gituations between States, the elaboration of a declaration on the peaceful
setilement of disputes between States is relevant and irportant for the maintenance
of international peace and security and can promote the enhancement of the Charter
principle.

T. In this light the Government of Suriname, having carefully considered the +ext
of the draft Manila declaration on the peacelul settlement of intsrnational
disputes, 1/ wishes to express its agreerent In principle with that text.

8. The Government of Suriname would, however, propose that inclusion in the text
be considered of a clause concerning the validity of decisions made or acts
committed in contravention of the said principle. Such a clauvse would in particular
be azimed at preventing the acceptance or recognition of those decisions or acts.

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session,
Supplement, No. 33 (A/35/33), para. 159.




UNION OF SOVIET SOCLALIST REPUBLICS
/Original: Russian
/29 September 1980/
L. The Soviet Union consistently and resolutely maintains that disputes and
contiicts botween States should he sottled, not by means of war or the use of force,
but by axclusively peacsful means at bhe negotieting table. The principle of
pescrful settlement of internat:onal disputes ha= rrceived legislative confirmation
in the Constitution of the USSR, and is also enshrined in a series of trraties and
agreerents which the USSR has concluded with other States.

2. In its approach to the settlement of ddsputes arising between States the Soviet
Uricn is unswervingly guided by the purnoses and principles of the Charter of the
United Hations, which states ther all Member Statss of ths United Wations "shall
settle their international disputes by meaceful means ir such a manner that
intornetional peace and security, and justice, are not endanpered”. The Charter of
the Uaited Nations makos it obligatory for Members of the Organization to endeavour
to s=ttle any disputes the continuance of which iz likely to endanger the
mmintenance of dinternationsl pence and security, by me-ns of negotiation, inguiry,
redistion, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional
agencies or arrangements, or whatever othur peaceful means of their own choice.

The Security Council shzll, when it deems necessary. call upon the partles to
scttle their dilsput.os by such means.

3. The Coviet Union believes thet, in current conditions, dirrset negotiation
between the parties concern=d is the means most widely usrd for settling
international disputes and the means which has the necessary flexinility and
effectivenses.

I, The Sovict Unfon takes the view ther the Charter of the United Nations

s
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international peace and security. In particular, the Security Council has the right
ot any stage of a dispute or situation to recormend appropriate procedurss or
methods of adjustment. Should the parties to the dispute fail to settle it by the
means epurerated in the Charter, they shall refer it to the Security Council, which
shall recommend such terms of settlement as it may consider appropriate.

5. "he Sovicet Union firmly adheres to the view that, in conformity with the
Charter, it falls within the competence of the Security Counclil to investigate
d%eputes and situatiors vhose continuance is likely to endanger the maintenance of
international vesce and security, and also to decide on such disputes and take
action on them, Under the Charter such functicns are not accorded to any other
United Wations bedy. For that reason the Soviet Unicr firmly opposes attempts to
wroadsn the competence the Gensral Assembly, the International Court of Justice
snd the Secretarv-Genersl at the expense of the corrssponding powers of the
Seeurdity Council.

/oqo
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6. The Soviet Union considers tha” to wxert any direct or indirect pressure on
the choice of peaceful means for s ttling international dispubes is unaceceptable,
For that reason the Soviect Union oppeose s attompts to tie Ytates to methods of
compulsory scitlement of internsticnsal disputes, especially by means of a so-called
"third party’.

7. The Soviet Union is firmly convinced that, given goodwill and s rational
approach which takes Into account objoctive conditions, any internatonal dispute
can be settled peacefully, while any plobal or regicnal problem can he resclved
provided only that there is no r=scrt to diktat or viclence, that penceful political
Teans are used, that thore fg strict asnd unswerving obszrvance by all States of the

provisions of the Charter and that the facilitics and recourses provided iIn it ar
mor: extensively wutilized.





