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The wmedting was called to order at 4.55 pau.

AGENDA ITMMS 71, 72 AND 73 (continued)
CONS IDERATION O) AND ACI'TON ON DRAFY RESOLUTIONS ON IN'VERNAT TONAL SECURITY 10MMS
the CIAIRMAN (interpretation from French)s ‘his afternoon, the Comnittee
will take decisiong on the draft resolutiona on international security, nawely,
drait resolutions A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, L. 90, L.91 and 1L.92, I shall first call
upon representatives who wish to make statemencs other than in expianation of vote,

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta)s On behalf of the delegations of Algeria,

Cyprus, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Romania, ‘rfunisia, Yugoslavia and
Malta, I have the honour to introduce, under agenda item 71, draft
regolution A/C.1/42/L.90, "Strengthening of security and co-operation in the
Mediterrancan region".

The draft resolution ig the result extensilve consultations., The sponsors have
taken into account the comments and suggestions of delegations of other
Moditerranean States as well as thosce of other Intercsted delegations so that a
consensus may omerge in the First Committee on this important item. 1In this
context, and following further consultations, I wish to inform the Committee that
the sponsors have agreed to two revisions in the text.

The first relates to the tenth preambular paraagraph, which beging with the
words "Tak t'ng note of . The words "documents adopted by the" are to be deleted
The paragraph would now read:

"faking note of the ilmportant meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of
the Mediterranean members of the Movewment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Brioni, Yugoslavia, on 3 and 4 June 1987, °'.

The second change relates to paragraph 3 of the draft resolution, which should
be revised by substituting the word "including" for the words "in particular" in

the fifth line: "including those provisions relating to the Mediterranean, " and so

on,
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{(Mr. Borg Oliviar, Malta)

Maving ammounce¢ those changes, which have the agreement of all the sponsars,
I should now like to comment briefly on the conter »of draft
resoluiion A/C.1/42/L.90, as orally revised.

Dolegations will note that wost of the paragraphs of the draft resolution are
similar to those in General Assembly resolution 41/89, adopted by consensus by the
Asgsembly on 4 December 1986. The draft resolution before us continues to build on
what has been achieved so far in this forum as well as in other forums such as the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Burope (CGSCE).

I shall start with the preambular paragraphs of the draft resolution. The
Assembly would once again recognize the importance of promoting peace, security and
co-operation in the Mediterranean region and of strengtheninyg further the economic,
commercial and cultural links in the region. Wwhile cxpressing concern at the
persistent tension in parte of tho Mediterranean region and the grave dangers that
they oreate for peace, security and general equilibrium in the vregion, the Assembly
would reaffirm the primary role of Mediterranean countries in the promotion of
security and co-operation in the Mediterranean.

The Assembly would also reaffirm the importance of follow-up action in the
context of the Mediterranean chapter of the CSCE Helsinki Final Act., It would also
recall the declarations of the non-aligned countries concerning the M2diterranean,
in particular the 1984 Valletta Final Declaration and the commitments assumed by
the participants that opened the process of joint efforts with the objective of
contributing to peace, security and co-operation in the region. The draft
resolution refers to the important meeting of Ministere for Foreign Affairs of the
Maditerranean members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries held at Brioni,

Yugoslavia, which would be noted by the General Assenbly.
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The Assewbly would welcome afforts realized by the Maditerranean non-aligned
countries to strengthen regional co-operation in various fields among themselves
and between them and the European countries.

The significant results achieved by the 35 participants in the Conference on
Confidence~ and Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe, held at
Stockholm, are again highlighted.

Through an addition to the text which we, the Mediterranean States, consider
to be very timely, the General Assembly would take note of the new developments
evolving in the ongoing negotiations on nucleur and conventional disarmament in
Europe, which have a direct relevance and importance for peace and security in the
Mediterranean. The announcement in the Committee yesterday by the United States
delegation of the agreement reached at Geneva for the elimination of medium- and
shor tar-range missiles makes that preambular paragraph even more meaningful.,

The Agsembly would also recognize the strong desire of the non-aligned
Mediterranean countries to intensify the process of dialogue and consultations with
the European-Mediterranean and other countries aimed at strengthening efforts
towards the promotion of peace, security and co-operation in the Mediterranean and
thus contributing to the stabilization of the situation in our region.

As far as the operative part of the draft resolution is concerned, the
Committee will note that, with the exception of paragraphs 3, 6 and 7, no other
substantial changes have been made in the text contained in last year's General
Assenbly resolution 41/89.

In paragraph 3, the General Assembly would call upon all States to make every
affort to ensure that substantial and halanced results are achleved in the

implementation of the principles and goals of the Helsinki Final Act, including the

provisions relating to the Mediterranean.
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{(Mr. Borg Olivie:, Malita)

in paragraph 6 the Assembly would reaffirm the importance of {ateonsifying and
constantly promoting contacts in all fields where common interests exiat in order
to eliminate gradually, through co-operation, the causes preventirny the faster '
asocial and economic development of the Mediterranean, particularly the developing
States of the region, and in that regard the Assembly would take note. in
paragraph 7, of the idea of the establishment of a Medi terranean forum as a
mul tidisciplinary framework for the promotion of co-operation in the region.

In the oth operative paragraphs the Assembly would reaffirwm important
principles which have been tnanimously accepted at previous sessions. The Assenbly
would again welcome new proposals and recommendations from all States, in
particular the Mediterranean States, and invite the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to give due attention to the question of peace, security and co-operation
in the Mediterranean region and, L f requested to do so, to render advice and
asgistance to efforts by Mediterranean countries in the promotion of this question.

The relevant regional organizations are also invited to lend support and to
submit to the Secretary-General ooncrete ideas and suggestions on their potential
contribution to the strengthening of peace and co-pperation in the Mediterranean.

Finally, the Secretary-General would he requested to submi“ t the Ceneral
Resembly at its forty-third session an updated report on this item which, according’
to paragraph 12, would be included in the provisional agends of the forty-third
session,

On behalf of all the sponsors I would like to place on record our sincere
appreciation for the co-operation and understanding we hive received from all
dalegations involved in our consultations,

In conclusion, it is the strong desire of my delegation and of all the

sponsors that ‘he Committee will adopt draft resolution A,C.1/42/L,90 by consensus.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French)t There are no delegations
wishing to make statements in explanation of vote before the voting., The Commlittee
will therefore take a decision on draft recolution A/C.1/42/L.90. The draft
resolution was Introduced by the representative of Malta at the 53rd meeting of the
Comnittee, on 23 November. It is submitted under agenda item 71, “Strengthening of
gecurity and co-operation in the Mediterranean region®. The representative of
Malta has just introduced oral amendments to the draft resolution in the tenth
preawbular paragraph and in parrgraph 3, The draft resolution is sponsored by
Algeria, Oyprus, the Libhyan Arab Jamahiriva, Malta, Morocco, Romania, Tunisia and
Yugosiavia.

The sponsors of the draft resolution have expressed the hope that the
Committee will adopt the draft resolution without a vote. May 1 take it that the

Committee wishes to do so?

Draft resolution A/C,1/42/L.90, as orally amended, was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I now call upon thuse
delegations wishing to make statements in explanation of vote.

Mr. QXTURK (Turkey): I should like briefly to explain my delegation's
position on draft resolution A/C.1l/42/L.90, "Strengthening of security and
co-aperation in the Mediterranean region®, which the First Committee has Just
adopted, My delegation has, as in previous years, participated in the adoption of
the draft resolution without a vote. Thils ig an expression of our strong interest
in tha maintenance and strengthening of peace and security in the entire
Madi terranean region.

I ghould note, however, that the draft resolution still refers to some
meetings held and documents adopted without the participation of Turkey. My
delegation does not, in principle, have difficulty with the inclusion of those

references in the draft resolution. However, the draft resolution deals with the
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gecucity interests of all countries in the Mediterranean region rather than the
concerns of some. I would therefore like to put on record that our taking part in
the adoption of the draft resolution should not be construed as Turkey's agteeﬁent
with each and ever; element contained in the documents adopted at those meetings.
Mr, IMMERMAN (United States of America): The United States in recent
vears has joined in the traditional consensus adoption of this draft resolution on
strengthening of security and co-opration in the Mediterranean. However, the text
this year contained a new element, which oreated very real difficulties for wy
Government., I am referring to the preambular paragraph t~king note of the
important mee“ing of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Medlterranean members of

the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries held at Brioni, Ygoslavia on 3 and 4 June
1987.
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The communigué adopted by the Ministers is highly objectionable to my
Government becauae it directly condemns the United States by name on two occasions
and also contains many other assertions on North-South issues which the United
States does not accept. We are well aware thut the Government of Malta, the prime
sponsor of this draft resolution on the Mediterranean and a country with which the
United States enjoys close and friendly relations, specifically declined to
asgociate itself with those aspects of the Brioni communiqué which condemned
individual States by name. We are appreciative of Malta's action in this regard.
However, the injection of a new and contentious el-aent into what has heretofore
been a non~gontroversial draft resolution made the decision w support it a
difficult one for my country.

We have, nevertheless, joined consensus on the dratt resolution in the hope
that next vear's draft resolution will not contain language we might find
objectionable, We will work, of course, with its co-sponsors towards that end.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): The Committee has concluded
its consideration of agenda item 71,

We shall now turn t agenda item 72, The Committee will first take a decision
on draft resolutions A/C.1/42/L.91 and L.92, submitted under that agenda item.

I call upon delegations that wish to make statements in explanation of vote on
either of the draft -esolutions before the voting.

Mr. IMMERMAN (United States of America):s I would like to address draft
resolution A/C.1/42/L.91. To live in a peaceful and just world is the common
aspiration of all humankind, and the realization of that aspiration is a
fundamental objective of United States policlies. 1In that sense the moving spirit
of draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.91 accords with our own. Yet the specific terms of
thig draft resolution, like those of its predecessors, are based on premises that

ay Gvernment cannot accept.



RM/8 A/C.1/42/pV.57
12

(Mr . Immerwan, United States)

First, this draft resolution suggests that societies are not prepared for 1ife
in peace even now. This is not so in my nation and we presume in the majority of
others.

Secondly, the notion that Governments should mould the thinking of their

people is totally alien to socletlies where, as in the mited States, it is the

puople who mould Gover nments.

Thirdly, the draft resolution stresues the right to "life in peace® but
ignores other basic human rights, respect for which is, for individual citizens, an
essential ingredient of life in peace,

Draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.91 also refers to “"valuable experience® gained in
the course of the implementation of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies
for Life in Peace. In this connection one cannot help noting the fact that only
one year after the adoption of that Declaration in 1978 one of the Governments
sponsor ing the present draft resolution launched, together with massive foreign
forces, a brutal war on its own population which is continuing to this day. The
value of that experience is clear. 1It. i8 not words, but actions, that count.

For all of these reasons the United States will asbstain in the voting on draft
resolution A/C.1/42/L.91.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): There are no other
delegations wishing to make statements in explanation of vote on the two draft
resolutions before the voting. The Committee will therefore take a decision on
draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.91. The draft resolution was introduced in the
Commi ttee at the 53rd meeting, on 23 November 1987, by the representative of Poland
under agenda item 72 (a), "Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security: implementation of the Declaration on the
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace". The draft resolution is sponsored by

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bulgaria, Cameroon, the Congo, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia,
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the German Demosratic Republic, Ethiopia, Hungary, Indonesia, Madagascar, Mongolia,

Panama, Peru, Poland, the Syrian Avab Republic, Tunisiz, Viet Nam and Yugoslavia.

A recorded vuic has been requesgted.

A recorded vote was taken,

In favours

Against:
Abstainings

Aghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi,
Byelorusgian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde,
Central African Rapublic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, C6te d'lvoire, Cuba, Cyprrus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Mouador, Bgypt, Ethiopia, Gabon,
German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Blssau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic uvf), Irag, Jurdan, Kenya, Kuwait, lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malsysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Monygolia, Morocco, Mozambiqué, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigerja, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Pcoua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peruv, Philippines,
Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore,
solomon Islands, Somalid. Sr. Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Uganda, Ukr-inian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialis+ Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruauay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

None

Mstralia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, It-~ly, Japan, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America

Draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.91 was adopted by 106 votes to none, with

26 abgtentions.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): The Committee will now take a

decision on draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.92, whica was introduced by the

repregentative of Wgoslavia at the Committee's 56th meeting, on 25 November. The

draft resolution was submitted under agenda item 72, "Review of the implementation

of the Declaration on the Strengthenina of International Security®, and is

spunsored by Algeria, Bangladesh, the Congo, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Madagascar,
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Mali, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, Tunisia, Uganda

and Yugoslavia.

A recorvded vote has been requested.

A racorded vote was taken.

In favours

Against:
Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunel parussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Rapublic, Cameroon, Cape Verde,
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colowbia, Con-o,
Costa Rlca, C8te 4'Ivoire, Cuba, (yprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Rampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Djibonti, Byypt,
Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, taana, Guatemala,
Guinea, Quinea-Bissau, ¢  ~a, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran
(1slamic Republic of), 1rua4, Jamalca, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Msldives, Mall, Malta,
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Par aguay, Peru, Philippinca, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Pvanda,
Saudi Arabia. Senegal, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somallia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socia.ist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zawbia, Zimbabwe

United States of America

Mstralia, AMustria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Focuador, Finland,
France, Germrny, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Iuxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Morway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdowm of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

Draft resolution A/C.1/42,L.92 was adopted by 108 votes to 1, with

24 abateations.
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‘fhe CHAIRMAN (intecpretation from French)s We now turn to the
congideration of draft .esolution A/C.1/42/5L.89/Rev.l, submitted under agenda
itew 73,

1 ghall first call on those representacives who wish to wake statoments othec
than jn explanation of vote.

Mr. NOWORYTA (Poland)s On behslt of the group of countrles for which I
speak, I wish to express our thanks to the many delegations with which we have had
intensive consultations, especially the delegations of Mexion, Australia, Cameracon,
Poru, India, Brazil and Sweden. After further intensive consultations with
intereated deleyations, including those of a nuwber of non-aligned countries, in a
wish to accommodate the proposals and viewpoints put forward in the course of
talks, and bearing in mind the desirability of the bxoadest possihle support tor
the draft resolution, the uponsors have decided to revise their draft resclution
orally, as tollows.

To emphasize the importance of the collective security wechanism smbodied in
the Charter, the tenth preambular paragraph is moved to the operative part, to
become paragraph 2, with "reaffirming” being changed to “reaffirms".

Paragraphs 2 to 14 should be renunbered, because of the insartion of the uew
paragraph 2.

In what now becomes paragraph 13 we dolete "ensuring® in the fourth line and
gubstitute “prowoting®.

In what i8 now paragraph 14 we take account of reservationg about some of the
wording. In the first line the words "look into" ara replaced by "explore'. Then,
‘n view of some reservations concerning the meaning of “outstanding pecsonalities™,
although we felt that their participation would be very useful, we delece those
words., We are trylng to meet half-way those delegations, both non-aligned and

Western, that emphasized the importance of ascertaining the opinions of Menber
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States on the subject, and therefore after thi word “subject® in the second 1line,
we delete the words “with the participation of outstanding perscnal ities® and
substitute “among the Member Statea®. The paragraph now readst
"Requests the Secretary~General to explore the ways and means of

organizing an exchanye of views on the subject among the Member States and to

teport to tho teneral Assembly at t8 forty-third sessfion®.
Those changes should meet the concerns of wany delegations which have expressed in
thelir statements and in informal consultations the view that Governments should be
clogely associated with any examination of the subject from the beginning of the
exercise.

In waking these changes, we are guided by a spirit of compromise and the wish
to accommodate the podition of other delegations, being convinced that this will

further the dialogue on the important matter of a comprehensive system of

international peace and security.
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Mr. BARNETL (Jamaica)y I understand that what has becowe paragraph 14
now roads:

*Requests the Secretary-General to explore the ways and weans of
organizing exchang> of views on the subject among the Member States and to
report to the General Assenmbly at its forty-third session.

What is it that the Secretary~General is to report on to the Assenbly? 1Is it
on the cesults of his exploration or on the views of Mewber States?

Mr. NOWORYTA (Poland) (interpretation from Spanish)i Our idea clearly is
that the Secretary-General should explore the possibilities and report to the
General Assembly, without in any way prejudging what should be done.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Fremch): I call on the Secretary of
the Committee.

Mr. KHERADI (Senretary of the Committee)s 1In the reviswd paragreph 13,
now paragcaph 14, of draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, the Secretacry-Jeneral ‘s
requested to explore ways and means of organizing an exchange of '7iews on the
subject among the Mewber States and to report to the General Assembly at its
forty~third session. In connection with that, I have been asked on behalf of the
Secretariat to read cut the following statement:

"Should the draft resolution be adopted, the Secretary-General would assign
respons ibility for the implementation of this request to the Department of
Political and Security Council Affairs, which would implement it within its
cuurent approprjations. Sach additional work can be undertaken without effect
on the delivery of outputs in the approved programme of work.”

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I now call on members who

wigh to explain their votes before the voting.
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Mr. GARCIA ROBLES (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): I begin by

pointing out that, as I e2id on 26 November 1986, we believe that on occasions such
as this what the United Nations, and particularly the First Committee, is called
upon to do is what is done in domestic politics when preparing and adopting a law
regulating the constitution. Therefore, none of these resolutions or decl - ations
should be construed as changing the provisions of the Charter in any wajp.

This has been done many times, For example, with regard to the matter now
before us, I may .1 the Daclaration on the Strengthening of International
Security. 1To give a more recent example, I may mention the Declaration on the
Enhancement of the Effectiveness of the Principle of Refraining from the Threat or
Use of Force in International Relations, adopted this year., And if we need a wmore
important example with respect to this item, I should wmention what is in my opinion
perhaps the leading example of such instruments, the Final Document of the first
special session of the General Assewbly devoted to disarmament, which in faot
constitutes a charter on nuclear disarmament.

Therefore, my delegation has never had, and does not now have, any hesitation
about approving documents such as the one we are about to adopt.

However, if my delegation had had to draw up such a draft resolution, it would
have done so more succinctlyy we belizve that Mexico's document would have been one
third the length of the draft resolution before us. But there is a Spanish proverb
that one cannot have too much of a good thing, therefore we do not find it
difficult to support the draft resolution.

I hope that next year we shall have a draft resolution submitted to uu ﬂl\at
can be adopted by consensus, or without a vote, 7To that end, I hope that the
Secretary-General, in the veport requested in what is now paragraph 14, will - az
is the custom with the Secretariat - ensure that the report ends with conclusions,

which ghould be as brief as possible, and very clear and precise, so that they do

not give rise to debate.
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M. BARNEIT (Jamaica): The delegation of Jamaica warmly welcomes the
initiative of the Soviet delegation which led to the Committee‘'a consideration of
thia itam, “Comprehensive system of international peace and security®.

We are particularly happy that this item has been brought here, bacause it
seams to represent a new kind of thinking by a super-Power with teapedt not only to
international relations in general but to the United Nations and the United Mations
system in particular, and to show the desire of that super-Power to work within the
frame:. ork of established norms of international ralations, norms that have been
agreed by the members of the international society.

Therefore, the draft resolution can be interpreted as encapsulating the views
of CGeneral Secretary Gorbachev with respect to this issue, and to the extent that
they represent now thinking by a super-Power concerning relations between States
they are welcome. Goneral Secretary Gorbachev's statement of 17 September did not
stand alone; there had been others, made in Vliadivostok, Murmansk and elsewhere.
Therafore, we are entitled to believe that an approach is being explored. We may
note that with respect to the United Nations that approach has been buttressed by
an announcement that certain arrears will be paid, payments which, again we are
entitled to believe, represent a reversal of long-held views concerning certain
United Nations operations.

Notwithstanding all that, we have difficulty with the draft resolution,
becsuse we find it diffuse and unfocused. We say that with distinct regret, for we
would have hoped to have an opportunity to explore thes2 new ideas thoroughly,
because they are worth exploring, and we should not simpiy dismiss out of hand what
oould be interpreted as new thinking, new proaches, by a super-Power.
Unfortunately, therefore, my delegation finus it difficult to support the draft
regsolution, but obviously we cannot in all honesty vote against it. Therefore, we

ghall abstain in the vote on this draft resolution,
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Mr. GULIERREYS (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish)y Xast year wy
delegation voted for what became resolution 41/92, on the establishment of a
compr ehensive systam of international peace and security. We did so because we saw
it as a decision designed to strengthen the United Nations secuxity system.

Hﬁwever, we shall vote against draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, although
it has the same sponsors as last year's draft resolution, the titie is similar and
there are other similarities. Therefore, we feel obliged to explain our vote by
stating the reasons for our change of attitude.

The first is the iack of certainty in the proposals made and the abrupt
changes in terms and concepts in the various versions of the draft resolution. The
only explanation can be lack of clarity over the objectives or an intention to
leave matters in a deliberately confused stace.

Secondly, our opposition is prompted by the difference between the aims of the
preambular and the operative paragraphs which is revealed by a careful reading of
the draft resolution. The preambular paragraphs seem to be designed to result in
regpect for United Nations actions {n the field of international security and to
strengthen and support those actions, Hcvever, the operative paragraphn must be
congtrued as seeking revision or reform of the Charter through a procedure set out
in what is now paragraph 14, which seems designed to replace the Charter Committee,
although that is not clearly stated,

Those views were written before the latest change in the text, as a result of
which paragcaph 13 became paragraph 14, but it seems to me that they remain true of
the amended paragraph 14, in view of the explanation given by the representative of
Poland.

The Charter, like all things created by men, is open to improvement and
modification. If that were the spirit of the draft resolution it would be

approprlate to attach more importance to the Charter Committee, which is studying

T
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reform, so that changes might be suggested for adoption after the Organization had
ooipleted Lts firet 50 yoars of existence, so that we might benefit from experience
and the Organization wight work more effectively in ita second 50 years. A
procedure already exista for that task, and we should not eastablish the basis for
another.

For all those reasons, we shall vote against the draft resolution while
recognizing that it contains concepts that ars valid, but sufficlently thought out.

Mr. WOOLMDTT (Australia)s This statewent is wmade in explanation of the

vote the Australian delegation will cast on éraft resolution A/C,12/42/L.89/Rev.l
as recently orally amended, entitled “Comprehensive system of international peace
and security”.

Mustralia abstained on a draft resolution vith a similar title at the
forty ~-first sesaion. We did so because we saw no need for a new system of
international peace and security. We have such a system., It is the system
enbodied in the Charter, one of whose central purposes, of course, is the
maintenance of international peace and security. It is a system designed to

provide, collectively, for the security of all.
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A new gystem 18 not required. 'The United Nations syatem does not need to be
replaced.

In considering the proposal wade in A/C.1l/42/L.89, as revised, we have hadl to
be convinced that it does not purport to create a new sygtem or seek tc replace the
existing system enbodied in the Charter of the Vinited Nations. We would have been
unable to support such a proposal.

On this occasion, we think that the sponsors of the proposal in A/C.1/42/L 89,
as revised, hold similar views and that the proposal does not, in fact, seek to
replace the Charter system. Indeed, former tenth preambular paragraph, as orally
amended by the representative of Poland, and which is now operative paragraph 2,
would seem to reaffirm this.

A fundamental objective in Australia's foreign policy is to give support to
the United Nations system. We continue to believe strongly that the Charter and
the system established under it are essential to the conduct of modern
international relations and are as relevant today = perhaps even more so - than
they were when the United Nations was founded 42 years ago.

But, our practical experience under that system, particularly the system for
the maintenance of international peace and security, has been mixed and toc often a
caugse for concern. Too often that system has been misused, abused or Lgnored.

Those sorry realities are at the core of our concern and of our strong wish to
see early action ln the United Nations to ensure that the Charter system for the
maintenance of international peace and security is faichfully implemented, as it
was intended to be.

The period of international relations since the Charter entered into force has
been marked by extraordinary change and dynamism. There have been many

developments, but two, in particular, are outstanding and demand our attention:
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the great movement of decolonization and the emergence of this age as the most
heavily armed age in history.

The coming to independenca of some 100 States calls us to respond to a new set
of problems, across the board, in the political, economic, social and human rights
fields. Those developments have also clearly increased the importance of our
ensur ing that the system for the maintenance of international peace and security
embodied in the Charter is implemented fully and fairly.

The unprecedentaed global growth in the acquisition of arms, both nuclear and
conventional, that we have witnessed in recent decades, has also put considerable
pressure upon our established system. This has made the negotiation of balanced
and verifiable arms control and disarmament agreements an urgent necessity. The
Australian Government is deeply committed in both of those flelds - in response to
the needs of developing countries, and to disarmament.

The Charter, and the system it ewbodies, has not always dealt as effeactively
as it could with such dynamic changes as we have seen in our time. This is not
because of any fundamental weakness in the Charter system. But it has been unable
to play its full role in helping us to deal with a period of great challenge and
change, mainly because some Member States, while claiming full commitment to the
Charter, have acted inconsistently with its terms.

As we Australians look into the future, we feel deeply concerned to see that
this aystem, in which we firmly believe and which we strongly support in beth word
and deed, works in the future in the way it was intended to work. For this reason
we are prepared to address and consider any proposal that offers the chance of

etrengthening the Charter and the system of collective security it established.
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it is in this spirit that we have examined the proposal for a comprehensive
system of international peace and security. We have also examined closely the
proposals in elaboration of a comprehensive system of international peace and
gecur ity made by General Secretary Gorbachev on i/ September. We found that those
proposals included some ideas with which we agree. Some others of those proposals
seemed to us to require further explanation or discussion and there are also some
other proposals with which we did not agree, at least not without further
elaboration.

In addition, there seems to my delegation to be some inoconsistency between the
words of draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.59, as revised, and the broader proposals as
elaborated in the General Assembly and elsewhere. We shall be happy to discuss
those questions as future work under this heading proceeds. We are conscious too
that, in the past, there has sometimes been a gap between the words and the actions
of the sponsors' group. This also points to the need for further co-operation and
discussion under this item in the future.

Having said that. we must, in all fairness, note the emergence of a new and
more constructive approach towrards the work of the United Nations on the part of
the sponsors' group.

There are also very constructive developments which have been taking place in
relations between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republics. We applaud those developments and give our full support both to their
continuation and further growth.

Australia has sought to play its part in those developuments from its position
as an ally of the United States, as a member of the Western association of nations
and also as a country which is geeking to develop a more constructive and wider

relationship with the Soviet Union.
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I have noted some of our concerns about 1ssues we will want to see addressed
in the future. We have considered this draft resolution obj~ctively and on its
merits and without regard to its origin. That conslderstion, vogether with our
fundamental policy with regard to the United Nations and its existing system for
the maintenance of international peace and security and some of our doubts, to
which I have referred, has led the Australian delegation to decide to abatain on
draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.89, as reviied.

Mr. ENQ ‘Cameroon):t The importance of agenda item 73 has been
appropr iately outlined by the nature of the debate held in this Committee,
Significantly, a resolution adopted by the General Assembly iast year drew
calculated attention to the concept of a comprehensive system of international
peace and security.

. delagation of Camerocn joined in welcoming the topic for a number of
reasons, including the fact that we firmly believe that the United Nations must
fulfil the historic role of a centre for harmonizing not only the actions of States
in international life, but also for stimulating dialogue in a process of
progressive development of norms and principles enshrined in .ne Charter.

That effort, while not entailing undesirable modifications to the Charter,
must address the sporadic challenges brought about by remarkable changjes in a
fast-moving nuclear age, a cause for adaptations as well as modifications, to
life~styles, to the character and scope of relations among States, to definitions
of power and its effect, and to the nature of approaches to the universal quest for
new and peaceful solut-ons within the political values expounded by the purposes

and principles which launched the nited Nations as an organization.
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The sponsors of the present draft resolution invited this sess.on to address a
next step in giving some content to those new ideas. We consider their move to be
a genuine attempt to Introduce an action-oriented programme of deliberations oﬁ
this subject.

Kawever, new concepté do not always induce sustaining enthusiasw unless given
such content as demonstriates clear relevance to existing needs or even wants that
are mutually shared.

The sponsorship of last year's resolution, understandably, has not at this
segsion been graced with the follow-up envisaged by the prowoters. The reason is
not abandonment of support for the procesa begun a year agoj it relates more to
doubts which becloud a clear vision of what directions we should imite States,
including those that are indispensable to «n impending dialogue on peace and
gecurity, to take.

The contemporary history of international relations catalogues inconsistencies
and other fagades which permit convenient interpretations, sometimes
misinterpretations, of international instruments. For most nations it is therefore
imperative that insistence be placed on clear dafinitions of what each State
undertakes in pledging support even for international decisions the juridical
gtatus of which remains undesirably questioned.

We have had the opportunity and privilege of involvement in a ..uamber of
consultations on texts produced by the sponsors. We have also had the privilage of
listening to the amendments made this afterncon. We have been encouraged to join
in an active endeavour to seek ideas and tormulations geared to ensuring
congsensus., However, we are diasmayed that a set of ideas finally proposed to the
sponsocs that were intended to respond to fears and doubts acrosa the political and

ideological spectrum were rejected for presumably considored reasons. In spite of
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our conviction reyacding general acceptabllity, we do not feel adrised to change
the situation by directly or indireotly substituting for those who deserve credit
for the original proposal. Thaerefore we do not want to join in wmaking a proposal
counter to dosument L,89, now before us,

Congequently, bearing in mind that proposals asuch ags those contained in
document A/C.1/L..89/Rev.l and the amendments submitted this afternoon wiil succeed
only if they are generally supported, especially by all parties having the power tu
dictate the course of peace and security in thig agej unable to ldentify a clear
congengus of interpretation on many issues involved in bota the preawbular and
operative parts, espacially with regard to the interrelationship between the now
system proposed and the valid system, albeit unsuccessful go far, prescribed by the
Charterj unsure of the nature and content of the mandate ascribed to the
Secretary-General, even in the amended form, as to whether he s required to
present options and nothing wore, or to undertake initlatives involving Statesj
apprehensive of the fate of a good idea - we still feel this is a good idea -
prematurely exposed to the challenges of doubting Thomases and undesirable
1deological diatribe; and wishing to remain availab'e to build, not to burn,
bridges to international dialogue on 8o important an issue, the Caweroon delegation
deeply regrets its inability to subscribe to, or to lend support to the draft
resolution in its present form.

We continue, however, to hope that serious consultations will continue in
order to ensure that any endeavours upon which we embark in this important fleld do
iead us to a constructive and productive new look at the critical issues inve d
in this initiative by the countries of Eastern Lurope. We still find conside. ble
interest in the official position outlined by the Soviet leader, Mr. Gorbachev, and
hope that the ideas outlined in his statoments will be pursued, and in such a way

that others can fully support them.
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¥inally, Mc. Chairman, we wish to congraiulate you for your active guppo i of
the rather delicate consultations that have just ended, which has once again
domong trated your attachment to the need to reach consensud on all issues that -are
critical to International peace and security.

Mr. BRUCKNER (Denmark)s Speaking on behalf of the twelve Monber States
of the Butopean Community, I will briefly explain our votes on draft resolution
A/C.1/L.89/Rev.l as orally amended,

Fiest of all we would like to thank the sponsors of the draft resolution for
their willingness to seek changes in the text. The present draft certainly
contains elements to which the welve can easiiy subscribe. From the outset, the
Twelve have welcomed the renewed intereat in the United Nations which the
or iginators have demonstrated through this initiative. We remain veady to join
with the sponsors and all other Member States in practical efforta, in the relevant
United Nations forums, directed towards strengthening international peace and
sacurity.

The changes, however, have not taken account of our fundamental problems with
the draft resolution which relate to the notion of a comnprehens ive system of
international peace and sacurity. Congsequently, and for the reasons set out fully
in our previous statements of 19 November and yesterday, we are unable to support
the draft resolution before us,

Mc, AKRMM (Pakistan)s In our statement on the item on security, my
delegation recalled that last yewr we were able to vote in favour of the resolution
adopted under t.e item relating to comprehensive security. We did so because
sponsors of the proposal had demonstrated a positive approach and a constructive
accommodation of various viaws and suggestions which were made to them in order to

ensure that the draft resolution we adopted reflected the broadest poss ible

consensus within the Comnittee.
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Unfortunately, eventa on this subject during the predent session have untolded
in a different direccion. The draft resolution proposed by the gponsors, both in
i1ta original and in its revised forw, departs very substantially from the toxt
which was negotiated last year and approved with the affirmative votes of many of
the mewbers of this Committes. My delegation had offered certain suggestions tw
the sponsors at an early date on that text and had hoped for a positive response.
Unfortunately, we did not have the opportunity or the benefit of a dialogue with
the sponsors until a wmost belated stage of the proceedings of the Committee - that
ig, yeaterday.

In the consultations yesterday there was a general plea to the sponsors, not
only from my delegation but also from a number of other Statea, for greater clarity
in the text and for greater brevity in its provisions. Unfortunately, we were
informad today that the sponsors decided to waintain draft resolution
A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.1l, with certain changes, which of course we welcome. But my
delegation has a number of specific and important problems with its text, which I
should like to mention now.

Piret of all, unlike last year's text, in the preamble of this draft
resolution, there is no mention of the numerous threats to peace and security
arising from the persistent violations of the United Nations Charter. Secondly, in
preanbular paragraph 2 the draft resolution indicates that the wost acute and
urgant task of the present day is to remove the threat of a world war, a nuclear
war. This may well be the priority of the sponsors, but for many of us - smaller,
non-nuclear countries -~ the priority is the reglonal disputes rading across our
borders. What we should like to see here is emphasis on the elimination of such
regional disputes, and, as political solutions to such disputes, the end of foreign

occupation of independent countries. That is not included in the text of the draft

resolution,
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in preambular paragraph 8, the draft resolution mentions that States must give
priority to “universally accepted human values®, We are, of courge, unclear as to
what are those "universally eccepted human values®, except those which are
ocontained in the Charter of the United Nations. That is what the text should have
said,

In preasbulay paragraph 11 - which now becowes 10 - there ig, in our view, an
attempt to replace the concept of collective security by reference to the eoncept
of universal and comprehensive security, a concept which, as was stated in our
debate, is unclear to many of us. Moreover, there 13 no reference in this
paragraph to the eliwmination of colonialism and racism, or to alien or foreign
occupation of States.

In operative paragraph 7 - which now becomes 8 - there is, in our view,
insufficlent projection of the threat to security which arises from
underdevelopment and poverty. Indeed, in this paragraph there ia no reference at
all to the plight of the developing countries. The very words "developing
countries” are not used in this paragraph,

In operative paragraph 10 - which is now 11 -~ we believe that there is a
poesible effort to distort the very objectives and role of the United Mations, in
that it states that the measures to strengthen the role of tha United Nations
should be, apart from solving international lssues, to elaborate guarantees of
compr ehens ive sacurity for all on an equal basis. Our most charitable
interpretation of this is that it connotes ambiguitys an uncharitable
interpretation would take us further afield,

Finally, in operative paragraph 13 - which is now 14 - the Secretary-General
has been asked tn explore ways and means of organizing an exchange of views on the
subject among Member States. The question in our mind ig: wWhat subdect? What is

the subject on which the Secretary~General is to explore modalities and wavs and
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,
‘meana of organizing an exchange of views? We should be grateful for clarification

from the Becretary~General - whether he underatands what he is supposed to do undex
the terms of this operative paragraph.

For the reasons I have cited at some length, my delegation finds it
imposs ible, regrettably, and despite our positive approach, to support this draft
resolution. At the same time, we are conocerned that the manner in which the
dicussions and consultations on this draft resolution have been conducted this year
raises doubts as to whether the objective of dialodue the draft resolution secks to
gponsor will be served by its adoption.

My delegation will therefore be constrained to abstain in the vote on draft
resolution L.89/Rev.1l.

Mr. IMMERMAN (United States of America)s Yeasterday the Unitod States
delegation reiterated its interest in enhancing the role of the United Nations
system in strengthening international peace and security. My delegation also
reiterated our continuing concern that draft resolution L.89/Rev.l, if implemented,
would have the opposite effect. I should like now to explain how we came to this
conclusion.

The United States delegation acknowledges that the draft resolution before us
this year improves upon its predecessor, General Assembly resolution 41/92. 1t
finally recognizes, although somewhat belatedly, the principles on which the United
Natiors was founded over 40 years ago. However, while making this ackncwledgment
of the importance of the Charter, the draft resolution is still basically a vague
inftiative, full of sweeping generalizations which could ultimately distort the
very foundation of the Charter. The sponsors of this initiative hav. begun to
pursue the establishment of a new system in several United Nations bodies but have

carefully refrained from defining what they mean,
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The United States delegation believes that this Organization and its exiating
assoclated bodies already constitute a world-wide gystam fully capable of
maintaining international peace and security., There is no need, therefore, to
create duplicative wechanisma. What is needed is that Mewber States should comply
fully - and even comprehensively, to coin a phrase - with the political commdtments
which they undertook when they subacribed to the Tharter.

In the view of my delegation, the General Assembly should postpone
congideration of this proposal until its gponsors explain their goals more clearly
to the Member States. Since the sponsors did not provide us with the necessary
exXplanation, we have been forced to make our own analysis, which I would like to
share now with other delegations.

Let we give a few examples drawn from the draft resolution. The paragraphs I
mention correspond to the most recent revigions just offered from the floor by the
sponsors, The second preambular paragraph emphasizes the threat of world war or
nuclear war, to the detriment of the principal responsibility of the United

Nations, which ls to ensure international peace and security by removing all threat

of war without qualification.

The word "integral”™ in paragraph 1 is an attempt to eatablish automatic and
inflexible links among various aspects of security, eiabling Member States to
inject non~germane issues into deliberations of the various organs of the United
Nations, so long as they claimed thereby to be "strengthening international peace
and security." As our delegation rewarked yesterday, the First Committee should
not be asked to consider proposals relating to non-military aspects of security.
The proponents of this initiative way, however, 1f they so desire, select othar

appropriate forums within the United Nations system in which to put forward

concrete proposals on various subijects.



RM/15 A/C.1/42/PV.57
47

(Me. Immerman, United States)

Paragraphs 8 and 10 refer to various proposals by Member States which would be
more appropriately consldered in the Second Committee and whose inclusion in this
text underscores United States concerns about paragraph 1. Paragraph 9 also
underscores that concern, even though it contains a welcome call by the sponsors of
the draft resolution for all Member States to “encourage respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all."

From the perspective of the United States delegation, tie insertion of
paragraph 12 into the revised draft resolution calls into question the sincerity of
the sponsors in their avowed quest for consensus on this initiative. Every
delegation here has voted in the past against draft resolutions which its
Gvernment could not support. We cannot see how any delegation could support a
blanket endorsement of all such resolutions.

Paragraph 13 calls upon international and national non-governmental
organiuations and political and public figures to contribute t- a dialogue "within
the United Nations framework." The United States delegation supporta dialogue, of
course, but it does not believe that others than the Member States should play a
major role in the decision-making machinery of the United Nations.

The United States delegation will oppoge this draft resolution because the
full implementation of the concept of "comprehensive gecurity" would inevitably
result in a major restructuring of the United Nations ayétem along lines which
would be duplicative, ideological and financlally burdensome. The United States
will oppose any draft resolution similar in thrust to the one hefore us because we
believe that its basic premise is unfounded and dangerous to the system of
collective security enshrined in the Charter. The United States will not support
any effort to redefine, amend or rewrite the Charter, a document that has served

the Member States well for four decades.



RM/15 A/C.1/42/PV.57
48

(Mr . Immerman, United States)

As I stated earlier, the United States will vote "No" on this draft
resolution.

Mr. GARCIA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): My delegation would like
to pay tribute to the flexibility and spirit of co-operation demonstrated by the
sponsors in the presentation of amendments to draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l,
as well ag to the interest shown by all delegations with regard to that draft
resolution.

My delegation will vote in favour of the draft resolution. It will do so
because 1t recognizes the importance of putting greater emphasis on non-military
factors which are nevertheless threats to the security and well-being of peoples.
This is especially important for us, the developing countries, which see threats to
our security, as well as to international peace and security, not only because of
the constant military threats but also because of the consequences such threats
have for small and oor countries.

Cuba will vote in favour of the draft resolution because it recognizes the
ocloge link between disarmament and development, because it recognizes that it is
indispensable to create a new and more just international economic order in the
world and because it is convinced that the draft resolution is destir~d to
strengthen the role of the United Nations, to maintain international peace and
security and to complemeni. the Charcer of the United Nations.

Mr. NOGUEIRA-BAYISTA (Brazil): In the Brazilian oelegation's view, the

text of draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, ag revised and amended orally by its
sponsors, is a stimulating and important initiative by a group of countries taken
with the declared intention -~ which we share - of furthering the cause of peace and

security in the framework of the United Nations.



RM/15 A/C.1/42/PV.57
49-50

(Mr. Noqueira-Batista, Brazil)
As stated during the debate on this agenda item, the Brazilian delegation
undexstands that the follow-up of this proposal, namely, the digcussion of the
ques tion of enhancing the security system embodied in the Charter, can take place
only in the context of a broad intergovernmental process of accurate and
time-consuming analysis and debate.

I would like at this point to put on record the appreciation of the Brazilian
delegation for the flexibility shown by the sponsors in introducing successive
revisions of the text in a manner and to an extent which make it possible for my
delegation to vote in favour of its adoption. In giving support to the draft
resolution befor : the Committee, however, I cannot fail to express the doubts of my
delegation as regards the structure and length of the text and also as regards the
wisdom of the drafters in resorting in its elaboration to sources of unequal
political and legal status. We belleve that that method of work is responsible for
much of the draft resolution's lack of clarity and consistency, which remains in

its final revised version.
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Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta): The delegation of Malta is grateful to the

sponsors for the very important initiative they have undertaken in bringing before
the Comnittee a far-reaching proposal for a comprehensive system of international
peace and security. We have followed very carefully the very interesting debate
generated in the Committee by this proposal, which is very healthy for the
Organization in all its functions.

Malta certainly welcomes all constructive efforts intended to strengthen thu
United Nations in its existing framework. We have noted with encouragement and
satisfaction recent actions taken by the Soviet Union in this regard, as well as
that country's reaffirmation in recent months of the importance and value of the
United Nations, particularly in the maintenance of international peace and security.

We have studied the proposal in draft resolution A/C.1l/42/L.89/Rev.l and we
are conscious of the efforts made by the sponsors to meet the concerns of
delegations expressed in the debate. Those efforts provide clear evidence to us of
the spirit of co-operation and understanding that motivated the sponsors; and they
are very much appreciated by my delegation.

While we are able to support many of the constructive elements and ideas in
the draft resolution, we are not fully convinced'that the time has arrived for the
internationial community to embark on the exercise proposed, which is very
far-reaching in its scope and the full implications of which are not yet clear. As
other delegations have stated, an exercise of this nature can succeed only if there
is a consensus on its terms of reference. We are not yet at that stage, and as far
as the Maltese delegaticn is concerned more information, clarification and analysis
are necessary for us to understand the full meaning and scope of the proposal.

In those circumstances, we feel that we have to abstain in the vote on the

draft resolution before us.
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statement in explanation of vote before the voting. The Committee will therefore
now take a decision on draft resclution A/C.1/42/L,89/Rev.l, which was incroduced
by the representative of Poland at the S54th wmeeting of the First Committee, on
24 November. The draft resolution is submitted under agenda item 73,
“Comprehensive system of international peace and security®. The draft resolution
hss been orally revised today by the representative of Poland. 1In particular, the
tenth preatbular paragraph has become operative paragraph 2 and the other
paragraphs have been renuwbered accordingly and amendments have been introduced to
the former paragraph 13, now paragcaph 14, and the former paragraph 12, now
paragraph 13. The draft resolution is sponsored by the following countries:
Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Soclalist Republic, Czechouslovakia, th~ German
Democratic Republic, Hungary, the Lao People's Democratic Republ.ic, Madagascar,
Mongolia, Poland, Romania, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the thion of
Soviet socialist Republics and Viet Nam.

A recorded vote has beén requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favours: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Austria, Bahrain, Bangiadesh,
Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Colombia, Congo, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djlbouti, Ethiopia,
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Guinwa, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Panama,
Puru, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailard, Togo, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe

MAainst: Belgium, Costa Rica, Fcuador, France, Israei, Japan, Luxembourg,
Mauritania, Netherlands, Portugal, Uaited Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America
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Abstalning: Argentina, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brunei
Darussdalam, Bucrma, Camerocon, Canada, Central African Nepublic,
Chad, Chile, China, C8te d'lvoire, Dewooratic Kampucheu, Danmark,
Bgypt, Fiji, Gabon, Gormany, Federal Republic of, CGreece,
Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Jamalca, Kenya,
Liberia, Malawi, Malta, Morocco, New Zealand, Norway, Oman,
Pakistan, Paraquay, Philippines, Rwanda, Sawmoa, Senegal,
Singapore, Spain, Swaziland, 8Swedan, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Zaire

Dratt resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, as orally revised, was adopted by
70 votes to 12, with 49 abstertions.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French)s I now call upon those wmembers
who wigh to explain their votes.

Mr. FISCHER (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish)s Uruguay voted in
favour of the draft resolution, with the express rese 'ation that its support was
gliven to the extent that the purpose of the draft resolution remained strictly that
of strengthening respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter on which
international peace @*d security are based, as defined in the texts and to the
extent that it is not designed to promote an alternative inatitutional structure to
the system of collective security, which Uruquay considirs to be a fundamental,
indispensable instrument for the maintenance of international pesce and securitys
and to the extent that its intent does not remain a prisoner of the ambiguity of
the text. '1wo of the amendments introduced meot some of the wishes and cbjections
oonveyed to the sponsors by my delegation, among others, including one that was
raised by another Latin American delegation here during the debate. Hownver,
Uruguay does not really agree with tho general drafting of the draft rosulution, in
which there are still certain ambiguities.

We believe that ja voting on this draft resolution it should be borne in mind
that, with regard to any possible future action to ensure the effective
implementation of the fundamental principles of a system of collective security,

the countries with the qreatest decision-making ability in the international
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sphere -~ namely, the major Powers, in particular the five permanent wewbers of the
Socurity Council ~ have the main responsibility, both jointly and individualiy. A
condi tion of the effectiveneus and viability of the inltiatives which in one form
or another oould be taken in the future as a consequence of the draft cvesolution is
that such joint redponaibility be evidenced through concerted, non-antagonistic

action, wvhich of courge means the participation of all United Nations Member B8tates.
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My, ROCHY (Canada): The Canadian delegation abstaired in the voting on

the dratt regolution berause we take the view that {t represents a new, more
co-operative aporoach to international affaire by the Soviet Unlon. If we had not
take this large view of new aspirations for tho global community by the Soviet
Union we would surely have opposed the draft resolution, for it does not represent
the approuch to international peace and security that Canada tries to follow. We
do not think that the draft resolution is a practical response to current
problema, The magaltude of the proposal is clear from the words of General
Sacretary Gorbachev himself in his article of 17 Septeaber, when he noted that the
Soviet Union was seeking an answer to the question

"whether a wodel for national security that did not threaten universal

catastroph could be constructed today®. (A/42/574, p. 3)

We believe that the answer to Mr, Gorbachev's question is indeed yes, but we
already have that wodelt it 18 called the Charter of the United Nations.

The draft resolution seeks to create by one single act of will a new global
system of international peace and security. while it recognizes the existence and
value of the United Nations Charter, any approacp which does not embrace the
Charter as the ircveplaceable touchstone for an international system risks
undermining the Chartar and diluting both the legal imperatives contained therein
and its stature as the norm for international behaviour. It also risks replacing
those irreplaceable assets with less-than-precise concepts susceptible to
interpretation, to misinterpretation and even to reinterpretation.

The very title of the draft resolution, "Comprehensive system of international
peace and security®, is filled with ambiguity. Canada holds that we must work to
enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of, first, the Charter and then the other
exigting mechanisms and ingtitutions and Incorporate practical, realistic measures

in an ever growing and well-founded structure.
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I short, Canada believes that the wost effective route to an effective gystem
of international security is through putting in place specific measures that are
now being negotiated - those on nuclear and conventional disacrmament. This is what
we would describe ags a building up of peace. This approach 18 quite diffarent from
the "tnop down" philuaophy of the draft resolution, which suggeats that a new,
uwbrella-like structure would solve present problems. Instead of gpending our time
contemplating new atructures, let us use our political will to energize the present
wmachinery of the United Nations,

There are also other factors that motivated us to vote as we did. Among them
is the fact that the First Committee 1s being asked to judge proposalc which have
implications for the entire United Nations systam. These should be examined in
detail by the appropriate existing bodies of the United Nations system which they
most directly concern.

Finally, concerning the exchange of views on the subject to be conducted by
the Secretary-General in accordance with the new paragraph 14, as orally amended
this afternoon, we do not interpret this as meaning that the Secretary-General must
prepare a report on a comprehensive gsystem of international peace and security.
Indeed, we would be opposed to any such interpretation. Rather, it is clear that
paragraph 14 1s confined to asking the Secgretary~General meraly to explore how an

exchange of views might be organized.

Mr. SHI Jicheng (China) (interpretation from Chinese): The Chinese

delegation abstained in the voting on draft resovlution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, as
orally revised. The Chinese delegation 18 of the view that in present
circumstances safeguarding international peace and security is still the crucial
task facing all States Members of the United Nations. To achleve that end the
States with the largest nuclear and conventional arsenals should take the lead in

ending the arms race and in drastic disacrmament, particular nuclear disarmament.
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At the same time all States, particularly those States directly concerned, should
make an effort to eliminate reglonal hotbeds and end all foreign armed aggression
and occupation. Practical measucee are also urgently calied for today in the
economic and social sphere, particularly measures that would contribute to solving
the real problems facing the developing countries.

The adoption of an all-encompassing draft resolution the content of which 1is
not entirely clear will not contribute to the solution of those problems. 1In
particular, the draft resolution fails to state clearly the relationshipo betwecen
the concept of comprehensive security and the United Nations Charter, which could
easily lead to confusion.

The Chinese delegation notes that the sponsors of draft resolution
A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.1, as orally revised, have accommodated the views of some
delegations and made amendments to the former paragraph 13. We view that as a
positive attitude. We had hoped, however, that the sponsors of the draft
tesolution would give further consideration to the views of the Chinene and other
delegations and make some deletions and amendments with regard to certain other
controvaersial elements of the text. That, howeviar, has not been the case.

The Chinese delegation has therefore, with regret, abstained in the voting on

the draft resolution.
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Mr. NOREEN (Sweden)y 1In explainina Sweden's vote on draft regolution
A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.1, as orally revised, I should like to summarize sowme concerns
which guided us In our consideration of that draft resolution.

The UniteG Nations and its Charter already offer principles for the conduct of
international relations and a machinery for co-operation among States. They offer
every nation an opportunity to participate in the work for peace and a better
future. We would be living in a much safer world if all States lived up to their
comni tments under the Charter and complied with its clear and unambiguous
provisions., We agree that much can be done in concrete terms to strengthen the
ability of the United Nations to maintain peace and prevent conflict,

My delegation sympathizes with many of the considerations which lie behind the
draft resolution. We share the view that in an increasingly interdependent world
States have no alternative but to inorease their co-operation and seek peaceful
solutions to their common problems. We should like to express our appreclation to
the sponsors for the flexibility they have shown during the informal consultationsj
we see that spirit as a positive sign for future deliberations on these matters.

In the light of my previous comments, we are pleased to note the clear
references in the draft resolution to the central role of the Unlted Nations and
its Charter. As my delegation has ttated before here, it is not the United Nations
which has not lived up to usy it is we who have not ilved up tn the ideals of the
United Nations. At the same time, my delegation regrets that some elements and
concepts which continue to cause problems for us remain in the draft resolution,
For example, we do not share the view that the inadmissibility of interference is a

generally recognized principle: the recognized norm in question is applicable to

non-intervention.
For those reasons, my delegation had to abstain in the vote on draft

resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Raev.l, as orally revised,
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Mr. LYRA (Finland): Finland voted in favour of draft resolution
A/C.1/42/1.89/Rev,.1l, as orally revised, entitled “Comprehensive system of
international peace and security¥. We did so taking into account the general
thrust of the draft resolution, which is to strengthen international peace and
gecurity in the framework of the United Nations,

The draft resolution calls upon all Member States to strengthen and enhance
the role and efficlency of the United Rations as an indispensibie instruwent for
the maintenance of international peace and security. That is fully in accord with
the basic goals of Finnish foreign policy. On numerous occasions Finland itself,
often together with other Nordic countries, has put forward proposals to enhance
the role of the United Nations. The United Nations is our tool in striving to
reach common goals. Any support given to the United Nations is welcomed by my
country.

In our view, the draft resolution rightly emphasizes the growing
interdependenca of States and the importance to international peace and security of
non-military factors. International security is a broad concept, and also includes
econonic and cultural contacts and respect f£or human rights and fundamental
freedoms, '

We regret that no consensus solution ocould be found on this agenda item.

Broad agreement is an essential prerequisite for successful efforts to develop the
ideas contained in the draft cesolution.

Although my delegation supports the general intention of the draft resolution,
we have reservations on some of its elements. For example, formulations such as
*confrontational approaches®, "norms of civiliced conduct" and "atmosphere of
information” are unduly vague. Also, considering the length of the draft

resolution, we would have hoped that the ideas might have been presented in a more

concrete form.
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Now that the draft resolution has been adopted by the Committee, we hope that
concrete measures will be taken to strengthen the United Naticns capacity to
maintain international peace and secucity.

Mr. TIONGSBON (rhilippines): My delegation recognizes that it is in the
interest of the international cowmunity to promote the common security of all
nations through joint action in all fields, giving priority to universally accepted
human values and to the promotion of the rule of law. Before that can be done, and
in order to achieve international peace and security, there must be co-operation
and trust among all nations. That is precisely what was envisioned in the drafting
of the Charter of the United Nations. The basic principles enshrined in the
Charter remain as valid today as they were in 1945, when the Organization was
establishedy we dare say that on the whole the Charter remains valid as the
embodiment of the aspirations of wankind.

We agree with the proposition that the essential objective of the
international community must be to ensure the effective implementation by Member
States of their fundamental obligations under the Charter. 8till, we see the need
tu review the Charter and to make it more responsive to the great and momentous
changes that have occurred since 1945, It was, in fact, the Philippines, in the
petson of the late Foreign Minister of the Philippines, General Carlos P. Romulo,
that initiated the proposal to review the Charter. The éharter basically serves
our purpose at the present time, However, it is essential to develop political
will, enhance co-operation and build trust among all nations in order that, with
the modifications sought in the ongoing review, the Charter will be strengthened as
the main instrument for the promotion of international peace and security and the

social, economic and cultural progress and well-being of mankind.
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My delegation took note of the revislons wade by the sponsors of draft
resolutjon A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, including those juat made by my good neighbour in
this room, the representative of Poland, in responge to the comments and views
expresdsed about the text, My delegation appreciates those efforts at
clarification. However, because the draft resolution before us still contains
ambiguities and because its basic purpnose remains unclear, my delegation was
compelled to abstain in the vote on draft resolution A/C.)/42/L.89/Rev.l as orally
tevisad,

Mr. ADAM (Sudan): My delegation voted in favour of draft resolution
A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, as orally revised, entitled "Comprehensive system of
international peace and security", because of our conviction that it can stimulate
a new collective approach to strengthening the role of the thited Nations and
preserving international peace and security, which is an urgently important

necessity towards the realization of which we must all work very hard.
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The realization of an international concept of international peace and
gsecurity necessitates an umequivocal and genuine demonstration of the necedsary
political will by all Member States, especially the major military Powers which
sonetimes enjoy overriding rights thanks to their military might or their
privileged status in the Security Council.

Our positive vote on the draft vesolution should be interpreied in the light
of the following points: First, any initiative conwected to the maintenance of
international peace and security should adhere strictly to the fundamental
principles of the Charter of our Organization. 8Secondly, such initiatives should
remain within the framework of the United Natiors, with full recognition of its
invaluable role in the preservation of international peace and securitys in other
words, they should operate in the direction of gstrengthening the role of the
Ocrganization in that area. Thirdly, such initiatives must be geared also to
enhancing and strengthening the rcle of the Security Council &s the sole body
responsible for the maintenance of international peace and security. Fourthly,
full recognition of the importance of the principles of the collective security
system embodied in the Charter as fundamental and ircreplaceable for the
preservation of international peace and security. And finally, such initiatives
nust address themselves, within the United Nations system, to the present inherent
root causes of problems negatively affecting the international political and
security environment, in the search for just and lasting solutions in all spheres:

military, political, economic, social and humanitarian,
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Mr. YUSOF (Malaysia):s My delegation has followed with keen interest the
dobate on the gubject of a comprehensive msystem of international peace and
security. wWe have noted the evolution of draft resolution A/C.l/42/L.89/Rev.l, as
orally revised, from a similarly titled resolution adopted at the forty-first
session of the General Assembly. We have furthermore noted the many changes wado
to the original text.., Those changes made it possible for my delegation onve again
to vote in favour or the approaches to consolidating world peace and security
contemplated in the draft resolution.

We are, of course, not entirely satistfied with every aspect of those
gpproaches, but given the spirit of co-operation shown by the authors of the draft
resolution and the flexible manner in which the text was formulated, we can
entertain the Lczey that our reservations can be met through further refinement and
clarification of the ideas espoused in the text.

Having voted in favour of the draft resolution, my delegation would like also
to underiine our strong commitment to the Charter of the United Nations. We have
repeatedly reaffirmed our determination to strengthen the role of_ the United
Nations with respect to world peace, progress and-development. We have ¢ s0
stressed our support for all the eftoris of the United Nations system in every
field of endenvour; we continue to support those forms of co-operation as the basic
platform for the evolution of world peace and gecurity.

In our view, the dootrines of collective security and the peaceful settlement
of disputes, as set out in the United Nations Charter, and the machinery that haa
been established to discharge the Organzation's role in connection with those
doctrines are a sound basis for the construction of global peace and security. We
recognize too that in addition tc that machinery, various international instruments
such as legqal and other conventions, treaties and declarations of zones of peace

and irternational and regional co-operation have contributed to the strengthening
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of those doctrines. We wish to see that wachinery and those instruments taken into
account in the 1ew - atlonalism that characterizes this search for cowprehensive
international peace and security. The mosalc of the contemporary world dewmands
change, but only change that will foster rather than destroy what has baen achieved
and the prospects for genuine internatiocnal hacwony.

The Malaysian delegation wishes to place on record lts satisfaction with this
new rationalisms it does ~ .t surprise us. Since its fortleth anniversary the
United Nations has stood at a crossroads. The majority of the Members of the
Organization have been demanding the emergence of this new approach, and it is now
beginning to take shape. Let us hope it will be received with an open mind. But
let us not bz driven by euphoria., Iet us not regard this new rationaliam as a
clarion call for one world order, or an indication that mankined, in its perception
of a dire common catastrophe, iu reaéy to wbandon its infinite variety and
creativity. 'That would be unrealistic.

In our view - and I say this with humility ~ in this new process of change,
the policies of independanse snd non-alignment will assume greater significance and
televance. It is ouc hope that we can proceed along this path with responsibilicy
and care, However, we welcome this new desire, especially on the part of the
guper-Powers, to play, albeit in their own way, a wore responsible and integrated
role in resolving international issues ca the basis of universality, democracy and
humanity as enshrined in the United Nations Charter. Our vote today was a vote for
the joint investigation of these approaches by Members of the "hited Nat ons. Our
oconcacn js for the future of mankind, and our mandate must also be hased on
mankind's desire for global peace, security, deveiopment, justice, freedom,

aquality and independence.
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Mc, GYI (Burma): X wish to explain my delegation's vote on draft

re. dlution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, ag orally rveviged. In so doing, wy delegation
wigshes to state that we visw in a positive way the intentions of the sponsovs in
submitting the draft resolution, We also appreciate the flexibility they have
shown with regard to revisions of the text., I wish also to say that there ave many
positive elements in *he draft resolutionsy at the same time, there ¢ie to cur mind
certain ambiguities. But we do not wish to prejudge these issues.

At the same time, we feel there should be bx ad support for such a text among
Mambers, especially those that bear a major responsibility for the promotion of

international peace and security. It was for that reason that my delegation

abstained in the voting.
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Mr. FAWMY (gypt)s I wish to explain my delegation's vote on draft
resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.l, ag orally revigsed. I should like €irat of all to
reatffirm what ny delegation statud during the diacussion on this items that we are
of the view that in.srnational peace and security wmust be further strengthened and
that this shoul. be done through concerted efforts, to ensure the full
fmplementatica of the United Nations Charter, particularly its ccllective security
provisiona, by giving sexrious consideration t the impediments that have obstructed
this and to the ways and means to overcome them, and by consolidating the Charter
whenever and wherever necessary to take into account neuw developments,

In 80 far as draft res~lution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev.1l, as orally revised, wmoves in
that direction. we share the views of its sponsors. I should like also to express
my appreciation to the sponsors for the efforts they have mada to accommodate some
of the views of various delegations. Particularly notewor thy was the addition of a
new operative paragraph reaffirming the commitment to the collective security
system of *he Charter.

Notwithatanding those two points, my delegation abstained in the vote on draft
resolution A/C.1/42/L.89/Rev,l, a8 orally revised. We did so not hecause we
objocted to its content but, rather, because the text contains concepts that remain
undefined. Given the importance of the issues before us, my delegation did not
find itself in a posltion to support some of those concepts without first feeling
confident that they had been precisely defined.

Finally, I shouid like to reaffirm that we shall continue to yi‘ve serious
oongsideration to the issues raised by this agenda item, and that we shall attempt

to contribute cunstructively to the future considera..on of those issues.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French)s The PFirat Comnittee has thus
concluded its consideration of agenda items 71, 72 and 73, which dval with
ques tions of international security.

At this stage, I call upon the Secretary of the Committee.

M. KHERADI (Secretary of the Committee)s I wish to draw the attention
of the Committee to conference room paper A/C.1/42/RP.1, which contains a summary
of programme budgyet implications for the 1988-1989 biennium resulting from draft
resolutions and the draft decision adopted by the First Committee during the
forty-second seasion of the Guneral Assembly. That paper haa been submitted in
accordance with rule 154 of the rules of procedure of the General Assenbly.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I call now on the
representative of Malawi, who wishes to make a statement on behalf of the Group of
African States at the United Natioms.

Mr., PHIRI (Malawi): As we mark the conclusion of the work of the First
Committee it is my delegation's honour and privilege on behalf of the Group of
African States to express appreciation and congratulations to all on a job well
done, We wish first of all to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on the remarkable
efticlency, firmess, patience and fairness with which you conducted our work. In
that connection, we aleso congratulate the other Committee officers on the
contribution they made to facilitating your work and that of the Comnittee.

The First Committee had some 26 items on its agenda. That number might not at
first sight seem extraordinary, particularly as some of the items were not new.
But when onn vonsiders the multiple facets and complexities preseni_2 by some of
the itoms, as well as the intensity of the differences of opinion that others
aroused, one appreciates the feat we would have accompiished just by being able to

com..ete the anenda. Perhaps the staggering number of draft resolutions that have
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emanated from those few items better illustrates tne magnitude of the task assigned
to the First Comaittee.

But to its oredit, the Committee did not just simply complete the agenda. At
the commencement of the Pirst Commlittee's deliberations, Mr. Chairman, you appealed
for efficiency in carrying out our work, and also for realiam and pragmatism in
taking decisions. We note fthat the Committee's work nas been completed in keeping
with the timetable that was agreed upon in September. Meanwhile, it is our bellef
that the draft resolutions and the draft decision adopted by the Committee are in
the wain based on realism and, given sufficient political wiil on the part of all
concerned, will be practicable as well.

When the Committee, and indeed the plenary CGeneral Assembly, closed tieir work
for the forty-first session last December, a dark cloud of disappointment hung
heavily over all as a result of the apparently inconclusive supcr-Power summit in
Reykjavik. By happy contrast, how.ever, as we close the Committee's work for this
forty-second session there is an almost palpable excitement as the world awalts
with much anticipation he most historic event in the history of disarwament. For
all indications are that the lea<ers of the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics will indeed sign in the next few weeks an accord on
the mutual elimination of their land-based intermediate-range nuclear forces. We
wish once again to convey our congratulations to the two leaders on their
statesmanship, which made such an agreement possible, and we join all others in
looking forward to the signing of the accord., It is our sincere hope that the
accord will pave the way towards similar agreements in other acreas of disarmament.

However, even as we stand on the eve of this mowentous occaslon my delegation
wishes to congratulate the Committee on the timely reminder expressed in several of

its draft rvesolutions that international <ecurity and disarmament are matters of
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concern to all States alike. For the production and proliferation of ever more
sophisticated and increasingly destructive weapons of war threaten in equal measure
all peoples and all States, big or small, powerful or weak. We therefore applaud
the Committee's reiteration of thae need for and the right of all States to
pacrticipate in or be associated with all international disarmament issues and
negotiations. 1In that regard we applaud equally the reiteration of the need for
the United Nations to be glven a central role in watters of disarmament.

In the same vein, we ncte with satisfaction the continued attention to the
need to assure non-nuclear and umall S.ales of security against the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons. However, as the Committee has rightly relterated in the
relevant draft resolutions, genuine international security will come about only
when complei: and comprehensive disarmament, in both nuclear and conventional
weapons, ceases to be a wish’ul dream and becomes a reality.

The First Committee dualt also with many issues of particular interest to
speoific regions, such as the establishment of regional nuclear-weapon-free zcnes

and the prumotion of the work o regional institutis for peace and disurmament.
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On behalf of the African Grcoup of Btates, 1 wish to express sincere
appreciation of the understanding, co-operation and support that we have received
from all the other groups in this regard. We remain convinced that, given the
growing interdependence of our world, decisions taken today to satisfy seemingly
exclusive regional needs will tomorrow benefit the wider international community.

We should be remiss if we did not acknowledge the spirit of co-operation that
was 8o clearly evident amung delegations throughout our work, We pay tribute to
the readiness to accommodate and reach compromise when this has been necessary,
ti.ug ensuring constructiveness and an atmosphere of readiness, which has
chaiLacterized the Comnittee's work.

Apart from doing the work set for it in considering the items allocated to it
by the Assembly, the Committee adopved a number of proposals and recommendationg on
ways to lmprove the Committee's efficiency in future. We endorse them, and hope
that they will be implement:d.

In concluding, Mr. Chairman, permit us to express, through you, our
appreciation to the various members of staff of the Secretariat for the efficlient
service they have all rendered, as well as for their patience and understanding
during the paet six weeks over which our Committee has carried on its work. We of
the African Group are especially indebted to the interpreters and audio system
techniciang, who were often called upon to keap inordinately long hours, somatimes
baing compelled to he here very early in the morning in order to enable us to hold
our meetings., Once again, our congratulations go to all,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I now call on the
representative of Babrain, Miss Bibi Al-Alawi, who will speak on behalf of the

Chairmun of the Group of Asian Stetes.
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Migs AL-ALAWY (3ahrain) (interpretation from Arabic):s At the conclusion
of the Committee's deliberationa at tho forty-second session of the General
Asgenbly, I have ths honour and privilege to speak on behalf of the Asian Group,
which ny country has the honour to Chair this month.

On behalf of the delegations making up the Group of Agian st‘:ar‘ee, member s and
observers, at the forty-second session, including my oun delegation, I wish to
express to you, 811, our appreviation and deep admiration of the professional and
competent way in which you have guided the Committee's work throughout the
sesgion. Your wisdom, Jedication, tact, ability and diplomatic skill were all
great assets and made an effective contribution to our CQmﬁittee'a achieving
positive results and important resolutions, which we all hail. We hope the
international community will apply them in such a way as to put an end to the
insane arms race and prevent nucleax annihilation and global nuclear war, thus
contributing to establishing and strengthening an international system that will
allow world civilization to survive, with the eatablishment of a world in which
peace, seocurity and stability reign.

The Group of Asian States wishes to express through you, 8ir, our gratitude to
the two Vice-Chairmen, Mr. Carlos José Gutlerrez and Mr, Ali Maher Nashashibi, the
Rappor teur, the Secretary, the interpreters, translators and all the others who
have contributed to our Cowmmittee's work, fou without their constructive and usaful
contr ibutions our Committee would have been unable to conclude its work with the

des ired efficiency oad speed,

In addition to expressing our gratitude to you, Mr. Chairman, the delegations
mak ing up the Asian Group wish all the mewbers of the Committee a safe return to
their homes and respect!ve posts,

We hope that the recoumendations we have submitted to the Goneral Assembly

will be implemented to assist in finding solutions to disarmament prcblems and
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problems of international security affecting all mankind, so that the world may be
governed by juatice, law and equity, under the aegis of the United Nations, whose
principles we ace all committed to respect, as Members, just as we are pledged to
implement its resolutions,

the CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I now call on the
representative of Poland, Ambassador Bugeniusz Noworyta, whro will speak as Chairman
of the Group of Eastern Buropean States.

Mr, NOWORYTA (Poland): It is my privilege and great honour to speak ao
Chairman of tho Group of Easter European States at the conclusion of our
deliberations on disarmament and international security items at the forty-second
session of the General Assembly.

As we come to the close of our deliberations, one cannot but express
satisfaction over the constructive approach manifested by most of the delegations
represented in the Committee to many of the prubiems. I am sure that that was
lorgely owing to the very positive climate that has predominated during the
Comml ttee's discussions.

Ag many delegations have emphasized, that was because of the encouraging signs
that have appeared in international 1life. For the first time in history, the idea
of nuclear disar wament has reachad the point where its implementation is about to
begin. Work is in progress on a mandate for negotiati.oné on reducing the
contingunts of armed forces and arsenals of conventicnal arms in Burope. Progress
has been made in talks on banning .remlcal weapons.

Also promising ls the improving dialogue between the Soviet Union and the
Unltod States, and particularly the agreement already announced on the aigning in
less than two weaks of a treaty on the elimination of medium- and shor ter-range

migsiles, and the possibility of reducing the number of strategic offensive weapun
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by 50 per cent. I am deeply convinced that all of that, particularly the
for thcoming Summit meeting in Washington, has significantly influenced the
Committee's work.

At the same tiwme, our delegations have reaffirmed their interest in continuing
dialogue on a comprehensive system of international peace and security,
guaranteeing the security of all States on an equal footing and in all spheres of
international relations - politic.l, military, economic, environmental, social,
humanitarian and human rights - with due attention to the implementation of the
Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace. At the Isame time,
the necessity of enhancing the role of the General Assembly, the Security Council
and the Secretary-General has been widely advocated.

I am convinced that progress has been achieved in several of the areas we have
been debating. I should mention the consensus resolution on the elimination of
chemical weapons. I am confident that, with additiunal efforts, we shall be able
at our next session to arrive at one consensus rensolution. Progress has also been
made in other areas, hut in some we did not move ihead. We shall have the chance
to do so at the fo.cncoming special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament, to be held next June.

In conclusion, on behalf of the Group of Eastern Buropean States, I extend my
sincere congratulations to you, Sic, as Chairman of our Committee, on the excellent
leadership you have glven to our deliberations. I also thank the other officers of
the Commictee as well as both Under-Saccetarles-General, Mr. Akashi and
Mr. Safronchuk, for their support. Our special tharks go to Mr. Rheradi, ovut
Secratary, and all the confurence officers, support staff and interpreters who have

per formed their jobs with great professionalism and dedication.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French)s I call next on the
representative of Argentina, who will speak on behalf of the Group of Latin
American and Caribbean States at .he United Nations,

Mr, CAPPAGLI (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr., Chairman, I
have the honour, on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, to
convey to you our sincere appreciation for the outatanding manner in which you
guided our work at this session, 1In carrying out your tasks you lived up to your
praedecessors and met the demands of our important workj your im-artiality, energy
and diplomatic skill enabled us to achieve succeaa. in ou. consideration of the
items on our agenda.

The forty-second session has taken place in a new climate of dialogue and
negotiation reflecting the optimistic atmosphere that exists this year with respect
to disarmament matters. The Commlittee has adrpted 73 draft resolutions on
disarmament items, 25 of them without a vote, and four on security matters. It is
our sincere wish that these will make an effective contribution to the solutiou of
disarmament problems and foster international coexistence.

On behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, I also
congratulate t-he Vica~Chairmen -~ Ambassador Carlos Jose Gutierrez, Permanent
Representative of Costa Rica, and Mr., Ali Maher Nashashibi, Minister
Plenipotentiary of the delegation of Jordan - and the Rapporteur, Mr. Kasimierz
Tomaszewskil of Poland. They all helped us achieve success in our work.

We thank the Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Kheradi, whose broad knowledge
certainly facilitated our work. We also sincerely congratulate the other members
0. the Secretariats translators, interpreters, conference officers and all other

staff who efficiently helped us in our work.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpratation from French): I ocall next on the
repretontative of Luxembourg, who will apeak on behalf of tho Group of Wegkern
lucopoan and Other States at the United Nationa.

Mr. MILLIM (Luxembourq) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the
Group of Western EBuropcan and Other States, it my honour to thank you singerely,
Mr. Chairman, for the excellent way in which you guided the work of the First
Commlttae and for your ocutstanding dedication and intensive efforta to help the
Commlttee progress in its work. It is to your credit also that the Committec was
able to keep to 1ts timotable of work, I also thank the other Committee officers
for their important contribution to the successful outcome of the Committee's work.,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I call next upon the
reprasentative of Yemen, who will speak on behalf of the Group of Arab States at
the United Nationa.

Mr. AL SAIDI (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): As we approach the
aend of our work in the Firast Committee, I have the hoaour on behalf of the Group of
hrab States t~ extend to you, Sir, my warmest contratulations. Your chairmanship
of the Committee has been characterized by patience, flexibility and wisdomj your
election coincided with a new phase in the history of efforts to pring about
disarmament and was a testimony to our confidence in you as an experienced diplomat
with long eapet lonce in the field of disarmament; you have unquestionably justified
that contidence.

I wish also to thank the Vice=-Chairmen and Rappor teur of the Committee for the
active role they have played. My deeply-~felt thanks go also to the Secretary of
the Committee, Mr. Kheradi, who has carried out liis responsibilities with such
etticiency, and to the other members of the Secretariat, including the

interpreters, who faci'itated the orderly functioning of the Commi ttee.
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words and wArm sentiments expressed by the representatives of the various groups of
Statea. On behalf of the other officers and the mewbers of the Secretariat, and on
my own behalt, I thank them warmly.

During the weeks in which we have all hean closeted together, both in formal
meetings and in informal consultations and meetings of the friends of the Chairman,
the Committee has had to shoulder an extremely heavy work-load. I therefore appeal
for indulgence as I once again address the Committee as Chairmany this seems to me
an opportune moment to make some final remarks on the Committee's work at this
gession.

As members are aware, with the adoption a few minutes ago of draft resolutions
on international security agenda items the Committee concluded its programme of
work for the forty-second session. When we began our substantive work on
12 October, I drew attention t» a body of important issues with which the Committee
would have to deal. I also stressed the great patience, persaverence and, abova
all, political will that would be necessary for the Committee to make meaningful
progress in the work assigned to iti: gquestions relating to disarmament and
international security.

Today, when a nuclear holocaust could degtroy all mankind's achlievements,
disarmament, closely linked to intcrnational security, is a matter of constant
universal oconcern. As a universal forum on international problems, the United
Nations has a central role to play in the sphere of disarmamenty as the Final
Document of the first special session of tne General Assembly devoted to

disarmament stressed, the United Nations bears a primary responsibility in the

gphere of disarmament.
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But we must also acknowledge the importance of .ne bilateral negotiations
between the Soviet Union and the United States on various priority disarmament
igssues, espacially those concerning nuclear and outer-space weapons. These should
be carried out in parallel with multilateral disarmament negotiations and
deliberations in the special €framework of the United Nations. Because the two
great Powers possess the largest militury, and especially nuclear, arsenals, they
undoubtedly have a special responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security.

In that connection, as reflected in the general debate in the Firet Committee,
we have welcomed the announcement of the Soviet-United States summit meeting to be
held in Washington on 7 December in order to sign a tre.ty on the elimination of
intermedia te-range and shorter-rance nuclear weapons) we have also welcomed

negotiations on strategic-arms reductions. These are both important steps towards

nuclear disarmament,
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At the present gsession delegations submitted to the First Committee the record
number of 77 draft resolutions and two draft decisions on dlsarmament gquentlona.
The Committee adopted 62 draft resolutions and one draft declsion and took no
action on 16 others that were not put to the vote. Among the draft resolutions
adopied was a record number of 25 adopted without a vote, marking a certain
improvement in harmonizing the varying views of States in certain disarmament
fields.

Members will recall that in my opening statement I expressed the hope that the
encouraging new developments that we have been following on the international scene
would enable the Committee's work to proceed in a constructive spirit, devoid of
polemics. From that point of view, as we come to the end of our work I am indeed
deeply gratified to note that all dolegations have made determined and sincere
efforts to enable the Committee to conclude its work successfully.

We are hopeful that the forthcoming summit meeting in Washington in a few
days' time will have not only positive repercussions on Soviet-American hilateral
relations but a favourable impact on the entire international situation as well,

The majority of the draft resolutions adopted by the First Committee this year
are reminiscent of those adopted at the preceding session and relate to issues that
have appeared on the General Assembly's agenda for a number of years. I would
mention in particular such issues as the cessation of the nuclear arms race and
nuclear digsarmament, including the non-use and prohibition of the use of nuclear
weapons, the prevention of nuclear war, the cessation of nuclear tests,
nuclear-weapon-free zones, securlty guarantees for non-nuclear-weapon States, the
prevention of an arms race in outer space, chemical weapons and conventional
disarmament. The Committee also addressed a number of other important questions,
including those concerning verification and compliance with arms~limitation and

disarmament agrecments, and confidence-building measures.



/23 A/C,1/42/PV.57
87

{The Chairwman)

Among the important disarmament issues discussed, the question of the
cassation of the nuclear-arms race and nucloar disarmament, a nucle.r test-ban, the
prevention of nuclear war, chemical weapons and verification questions were the
subjects of many draft resolutions.

The question of the prevention of an arms race in outer space took on special
importance th - year. 1Indeed, four draft resolutions on that subject were
submitted reflecting the views of various political groups &and, following intensive
consultations, were eventually merged into a single draft resolution, Although
that draft resolution was unfortunately not adopted unanimously, it nevertheless
reflects the international community's urgent demand that outer space be used
exclusively for peaceful purposes.

While emphasis continued to be placed on nuclear disarmament, conveitional
disarmament comnanded great attention this year and a number of draft resolutions
on the subject were submitted.

Among other things, it should be noted thai tiue Committee adopted without a
vote a draft resolution on the convening of the third special session of the
General Assenbly devoted to disarmament, which will be held at New “orn from 31 May
to 25 June 1988. Again, this shows the imrortance the international commumnity
attaches to disarmament measures, which can lead to greater peace an- security for
all mank ind.

Moreover, the Comnittee also adopted a number of draft resolutions on concrete
proposals, such as the establishment of a thited Nations rerional centre for peace
and disarmament in Asia, at Khatmandu, to join the centres already established in
Africa and latin America. The Committee also recommended that certain follow-up
measures be taken to give effect to the Final Document adopted at the recent

International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development.
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I must say that at this session the deliberations «f our Committee on the
items concerning international peace and security have taken place in a more
favourable climate owing to recent developments in Soviet-American relations and
the disarmament negotiations. The statementa made by delegations have been marked
by renewed hope and optimism with regard to the goal of building a safer world for
all nations.

As happened last year, the proposals of the socialist coutries on a
comprehens ive system of international peace and security gave rise to a lively
exchange of views. This time, however, the dobate went into greater detall and was
marked by a climate of very great frankness, Certain delegations gstressed that the
need to rethink the fundamental problems of international peace and security in the
context of common values and interests was now being increasingly accepted.

Clearly divergent views were expressed with regard to the main objective and the
form of the proposed comprehensive system of international peace and security.
Nevertheless, whatever their positions, all delegations were in full agreement as
to the need to strengthen and enhance the role of the United Nations in disarmament
matters and as the principal instrument for the maintenance of international peace
and security. In my opinion, tiis came through clearly in all statements and it is
on this idea that the Committee should base its future debates on the subject of a
comprehens ive system of international peace and security. As some deleyations have
said, there are promising signs of constructive dialogue, and all our efforts
should be focused cn the main objective, namely, the strengthening of the world

Organization as an indispensable mechanism for the preservation of world peace and

gecurity.
Turning now to another subject, I would recall that at our 45th meeting I
submitted a report on the question of the improvement and rationalization of the

work of the First Committee, At that time T referred to the useful suggestions
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made by formar Chairmen of the Committee and to those that emerged from the
consultations held within the framework of the open-ended group of friends of the
Chairman. As members know, a draft resolution on that subject hag also been
adopted at this session.

iaged on the various proposals put forward, and pending the election of the
Chairman for tha forty-third session, I intend to continue consultations through
the appropriate modalities on how those proposals can be effectively implemented.
As far as possible, I shall contlnue to consult with the or :n-ended group of
frionds of the Chairman, as well as with former Chairmen and delegationn. In this
connection I also intend to ask the Committea's Secretary, Mr. Kheradi, to
participate and assist me in this procedure so that together we may be in a
position to pass on sultable suggestions to the Chairman nf the Committee at the
forty-rhird sesslon and, of course, to the Committee itself.

In conclusion, I should like to take this opportunity to express my wairmest
and most aincere than:s to all the members of the Committee, who have contributed
to the succassful conclusion of our work and greatly facilitated my task by the
spirit of co-operation anu understanding they have consistently shown. My very
personal thanks go, above all, to the Vice-Chairmen, Ambassador
Carlos Jose Gutierrez and Mr. All Maher Nashashibi, as well as to the Rapporteur,
Mr. Kaziemierz Tomaszewski, who, by their unfailing support, co-operation and

assistancn, made my task not only less burdensome but also richly fulfilling,
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I should also like to convey to the Undexr-Secretary-General, Mr. Akashi, and
to Mr. Vasily Safronchuk my deep gratitude. I should also like to express ny
thanks to all the members of the Secretariat, and particularly those of the
Department for Disarmament Affairs, who have always given me their wiliing support
and co-operation. I would also thank the Secretary-General of the Conference on
Disarmament, Ambassador Komatina.

With regard to the First Committee's work I should like to make special
mention of our Secretary, Mr. Kheradi, whose outstrnding qualifications and
technical competence in the field of disarmament are recognized by all. I should
like to axtend special thanks to him for the very efficient way in which he has
agsisted me in conducting the Committee's work. On behalf of the entire Committee,
I extend to him our heartfelt gratitude. My thanks go also to the colleagues who
assist him, in particular Mr. Sattar, Mr. Zaleski, Miss Patil and Miss Marcaillou,
all highly qualified in disarmament matters, as well as to all the other
Secretariat members who have so efficiently supported and assisted in the
Committee's work.

On behalf of all the members of the Committee I should like to extend to
Under-Sectetary-General Wyezner and to Mr. Aleksandr Kokorev and hig assiatants our
deepest gratitude for the highly efficient way i:\ which all members of the
Department of Conference Services have assisted us in obtaining the documentation
and mater lals necessary for our work at the proper time. I would be remiss,
indeed, were I not to thank particularly those who work in the shade: the
interpreters, translators and verbatim reporters who, ’n one way or another, have
helped us to conclude our work successfully. My sincere thanks to them all.

In bringing to a close the work of the First Committee of the General
Assembly, at the forty-second session, I wish once again to express my gratitude to

all Committee members for their co-operation and assistance in our work. I also
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again thank the Vice-Chairmen, Ambassador Carlos Gutierrez and Ambassador
Ali Maher Nashashibi and our Rapporteur, Mr. Kasimierz Tcmaszewski for their help,
as well as ali members of the Secretar iat.
To members returning to their capitals or respective posts, T extend best
wishes for a safe journey. I would also extend to you all my best wishes for happy

holidays and for the New Year,

The meeting rose at 7.55 p.m.






