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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Standing Committee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors: Fostering
Conpetitive Services Sectors in Devel oping Countries, established in
accordance with paragraph 70 of the Cartagena Commtnent, held its first
session at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, from26 to 30 Cctober 1992. In the

course of the session, the Standing Cormittee held ... plenary neetings. 1/
Qpeni ng statenents
2. The Chairnman stated that the overall objective of the Committee had been

clearly spelled out in the terns of reference agreed upon by the Trade and
Devel opnent Board at the second part of its thirty-eighth session (21 April to
7 May 1992). The Committee's main task was to translate the various el enents
inthe terns of reference into the specific tasks which would constitute its
wor k progranmme over the next four years. The extensive work on services
conduct ed wi thin UNCTAD over the past decade woul d serve as a good
foundation. It was clear that the participants at UNCTAD VIII had envi saged
the work of the Committee as being conplenentary to efforts under the Uruguay
Round to establish a legal framework for pursuing the progressive
liberalization of trade in services. He was certain that the Commttee could
devote its energies to assuring the increased participation of devel opi ng
countries in world trade in services without fear of duplication of effort.
He then put forward five major objectives for the work of the session: to
translate each of the itens in the terns of reference into specific tasks; to
agree on a progranmme for carrying out this work; to determne the extent to
whi ch Governments thensel ves woul d be prepared to contribute to the technica
work of the Committee; to identify itenms suitable for work by expert groups;
to agree on nodalities for a nore active invol vement of non-governnent al
actors, particularly the enterprise sector. The fornal debates during the
sessi on were expected to draw out country-specific interests which would guide
this work. The informal discussions would allow flexibility in dealing with
particul ar concerns. However, it should be borne in nmind that the main
purpose of the present exercise was to provide countries with viable

devel opnent policies. To this end, he hoped that the "Spirit of Cartagena"

woul d continue to guide the work of the Conmittee.

1/ For the terns of reference of the Standing Conmittee on Devel opi ng
Service Sectors, see Trade and Devel opment Board deci sion 398 (XXXVI11)
annex B
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3. The Deputy Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD said that in establishing a
Standi ng Comm ttee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors, the Eighth Session of the

United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment (UNCTAD VII1) had

recogni zed the strategic role of services for the devel opment process. The
subj ect was not new to UNCTAD. Since its inception, UNCTAD had been invol ved
in specific service sectors such as transport, insurance and financing rel ated
to trade. Service issues had al so been addressed in the context of UNCTAD s
work on transfer of technology and restrictive business practices. UNCTAD s
rol e had progressively noved towards treating the subject in ternms of the
devel opnent process, including trade in services and |liberalization of trade
in services for the devel oping countries. The Trade and Devel opnent

Report, 1988 and the UNCTAD VIII Analytical Report by the UNCTAD secretari at

to the Conference (TD/ 358) constituted a synthesis of this work. [In addition
to general anal yses, the UNCTAD secretariat had al so undertaken country and
sectoral studies. This was done in the context of technical assistance
provided to interested countries for assessing the inportance of the services
sector to econonic devel opnent. UNCTAD VII| had considerably strengthened the
mandate in this area, as reflected in the conprehensive and detailed ternms of
reference of the Standing Committee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors. These
action-oriented terms of reference covered both general and specific aspects
regardi ng pronotion of conpetitive service sectors.

4, Wth a view to setting the best action course the Cormttee would need to
take an innovative approach ained at the active collaboration of Governments,
experts, representatives of the private sector and the secretariat. The terns
of reference called for a conparative anal ysis of national policies for the
pronoti on of the services sector and Governnments had a unique contribution to
nmake to this endeavour. Conplex technical subjects such as access to

i nformati on and distribution channels inplied close collaboration with the
private sector and the scientific conmunity. The secretariat had accunul at ed
consi derabl e experience in this area through its technical assistance
activities and hence attached great inportance to the contribution of the
private sector and experts to the work of the Committee. |If the present
session were to decide on establishing groups of experts charged with

anal ysi ng some of the nore conplex issues that arise in this sector, these
groups could prepare material for intergovernnmental discussion. The Cartagena

Commitnent (in para. 59) called for close collaboration between the Committee
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and other institutions involved in the services sector. For this delicate but
i mportant coll aboration, consultations and cooperation woul d have to be
intensified if the benefits were to be reciprocal. The secretariat was
prepared at the request of Governnments to undertake studies and analysis for
future deliberations, calling on the private sector, non-governnental

organi zati ons and acadeni c experti se as needed. As the Chairman had al ready
stated, at its first session the Committee was expected to review each el enent
of the ternms of reference and under each point decide on specific action
Wi | e beyond doubt a heavy agenda, the work acconplished in informal neetings
shoul d al |l ow decisions to be taken which would facilitate the task at hand.

5. The spokesman for the Asian Group (India) stated that paragraphs 177 to
188 of the Cartagena Commitnent and the ternms of reference for the Standing
Conmittee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors had specified a clear nandate for the
work on services. Paragraphs 18, 47, 51, 57 and 69 of the Cartagena
Conmitrment were likewi se relevant for directing the Conmittee's course of
action. The inportance of the devel opnent of the services sector in terns of
econom ¢ growth could not be over-enphasized; |ike the manufacturing and
agricultural sectors, it held benefits for enploynent, production processes
and nmarketing. The small share of devel oping countries in trade in services
had been highlighted in TD/358. In 1989, world exports and inports of
services amounted to US$ 608.5 billion and $483.4 billion, respectively; of
those totals, only 20 per cent was accounted for by devel oping countries; for
nost of them in fact, the service sector renained a deficit item

6. The work of the Standing Conmittee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors could
profitably focus on the following: first, human resources devel opment was
vital. In the context of services in developing countries, it would be

i mportant to review this aspect, with a viewto identifying both areas of
weakness and strength. A broad range of policies should be examined in terns
of assisting devel oping countries to strengthen their institutional,

t echnol ogi cal and physical infrastructure relating to services, with enphasis
on know edge-i ntensive and producer services related to primry and

manuf acturing sectors and tel econmuni cati ons. Secondly, sector-specific
policy options would have to be analysed with a view to enhancing the capacity
of the devel oping countries to absorb and benefit frominfornmation related to
a particular service, production, trade or technology. Thirdly, the export of

servi ces by devel opi ng countries should be exam ned. Apart fromidentifying
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areas of conparative advantage, it would be pertinent to exanm ne their
difficulties with increasing such exports. This would include:

(i) identifying the necessary policies for greater cooperation with other
countries, (ii) analysing questions of access to information networks and

di stribution channels, and (iii) inproving the skills needed for marketing
export-conpetitive industries and | abour. Ways to enhance the share of
devel opi ng countries in specific services where they could have a conpetitive
edge, such as engi neering design, construction, tourism etc., could be
covered as well. For engineering and construction services, particular
attention should be given to cross-border enploynment. For the travel industry
it would be hel pful to have reconmendati ons on how the share of devel opi ng
countries in the volume of air travel could be enhanced. Wys and neans
shoul d be sought to inprove: (i) the collection and processing of data
related to international transactions in tourism (ii) access to devel oped
country markets; (iii) provision of financial and technical resources for
enhanci ng the conpetitiveness of the tourismsector in devel oping countries;
and (iv) regional and inter-regional cooperation. Developing countries could
make a niche for thenselves in data processing and software services
tenmporary cross-border nobility of highly skilled, sem -skilled and ot her

| abour woul d be highly inportant in this regard as woul d cooperation on

i mprovi ng tel econmuni cations services.
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Chapter |
ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE WORK PROGRAMVE OF THE STANDI NG COMM TTEE

(Agenda item 3)
7. The representative of Argentina said that the process of
internationalization of trade in services, and the grow ng proportion assuned
by the services sector in world trade, called for neasures to accelerate the
search for ways in which devel opi ng countries could increase their
participation in international trade in services. To this end, the Standing
Conmittee on Services shoul d di agnose the real needs of devel opi ng countries
in order to design international policies that could be effectively
i mpl emented. Intensive work could be undertaken on the follow ng areas:
(a) a study of subsidies in the services sector, including corrective
neasures; (b) an analysis (conplenmentary to the provisions of the Uruguay
Round draft Final Act) of the nmeasures affecting the ability of devel opi ng
countries to take advantage of the nmobility of professionals and specialists
across national frontiers to supply services, as well as problens arising from
har moni zati on of qualifications; (c) an analysis of problens of access to
i nformati on networks and the technol ogy and the distribution channels, to be
undertaken in collaboration with experts fromthe private sector; (d) an
anal ysis of problens in the financial services, including access to markets
for banking, as well as questions linked to conmercial presence and taxation
In proposing this last analysis, it was not intended to increase the
particular sensitivity that characterized di scussions on the financia
sector. These suggestions were to be considered nerely indicative, not
exhaustive. It was inportant to hear the views of all nenbers so as to
formul ate a precise diagnosis of the steps that nmust be taken in order to
i ncrease the participation of devel oping countries in trade in services.

8. The representative of China said that his del egati on attached great

i mportance to the progranme of work which would be formul ated at the present
session thus enabling the Standing Committee to contribute over the next four
years to the pronotion of the service sectors of devel oping countries as well
as to the gromh of their trade in services. Referring to the nultilatera
framework on trade in services laid down in the U uguay Round, which would
provide the countries of the world with opportunities to participate in the
process of liberalizing world trade in services, he noted that nore and nore

countries, especially devel opi ng ones, had begun to recogni ze the grow ng
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i mportance of trade in services in world trade as a whole. Wile the
environnent and situation of trade in goods for devel oping countries were
currently unfavourable, the conditions for themin terns of trade in services
were even less attractive. The devel oped countries, with their financial and
technol ogi cal superiority, accounted for over 80 per cent of world trade in
services. They al so possessed a solid base and vast conpetitive experience in
the subsectors of finance, teleconmunications, technical design, information,
transportation, etc. 1In contrast, the devel oping countries relied nmainly upon
touri smand | abour for export earnings. The devel opnment of their basic
service infrastructure was handi capped by a | ack of adequate financia
resources and technology. |In discussing trade |liberalization in the U uguay
Round, the devel oped countries should take into account the special situation
of the devel oping countries and provide themw th preferential treatnent and
i mproved market access. Recalling UNCTAD s previous work in the area, the
various anal ytical reports prepared by the secretariat in the past few years
had served as valuable references. In fornulating the Committee's work
programe, due attention should be paid to inproving and inplenmenting domestic
policies as well as to the coordination of international policies and their
impact. The Conmmittee, as a nultilateral intergovernnental body, should be
able to make a big contribution towards creating conditions for internationa
cooperation and pronoting the support and assi stance of the internationa
conmunity to the devel oping countries. |In this context the devel oped
countries woul d be expected to assunme their responsibilities and obligations
not only because of their domi nant position in world trade in services and
accunul at ed experience in developing their own service industries, but also
because of having the resources and technology to help the others to devel op
their service industries.

9. China's service industries were rather backward, he said, accounting for
only 30 per cent of the country's G\NP. However, as an active participant in
the Uruguay Round negotiations on trade in services, China was quite prepared
to enjoy its rights and to assune its obligations under the new trading
system The current policy of openness and reform pursued by China woul d
pronote the devel opment of service industries. The work of the Conmittee was
expected to facilitate the devel opnent of service industries in all the

devel opi ng countri es.
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10. The spokesworman for the African Goup (Egypt) underlined that the

raison d' étre of the Standing Committee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors was to
hel p create and nurture conpetitive services sectors in devel oping countries.
Hence there was a need to define and enphasize the role of the devel oped
countries in creating an external environment conducive to the devel opnent of
services sectors in the devel oping countries. The second major task of the
Conmittee was to assess the weaknesses and capabilities of the services
sectors in devel oping countries as a whole, with a viewto assisting in
forrmul ati ng and designing policy options and alternatives to overcone the
weaknesses. \Wereas the Uruguay Round shoul d provide a franmework for
progressive liberalization of trade in services which would expand the
partici pation of devel oping countries, as stated in paragraph 178 of the
Cartagena Conmitment and to the Preanble to the General Agreement on Trade in
Services, the third major task of the Conmttee was to identify how the
devel opi ng countries could enhance their exports of services. Appropriate
gui dance and policy options at national and international |evels were needed
to this end. Human resources devel opnment constituted the fourth major thrust,
with a viewto better adaptation to technol ogi cal advances and information
systems. |In this connection she referred to paragraphs 9 and 10 of
TD/B/CN. 4/ 2 and to paragraphs 1(a) and (d) of the ternms of reference of the
Conmittee (TD/ B/ 1323 (Vol . 11)).

11. She al so nmade special reference to paragraph 13 of TD/B/CN. 4/2, as

i dentifying such crucial sectors for developing countries as infrastructure
and ot her producer services, human resources devel opnent, |abour and tourism
nmedi a and others. There was an urgent need to provi de devel opi ng countries
wi th appropriate technical assistance in this area. The African G oup
expected full attention to be given to the needs of the African countries, in
accordance with the decision of the Trade and Devel opnent Board at its
thirty-ninth session and in the interest of the | east devel oped countries in
particul ar.

12. The representative of Japan proposed that the follow ng el ements shoul d
be taken into account in the work of the Standing Conmittee on Devel opi ng
Services Sectors. First, the Conmittee's tasks should be well defined, with a
clear tinmetable for each activity. The nost appropriate work to be initiated
woul d be the review and conparative anal ysis which were noted in

paragraph 1(a) of the ternms of reference of the Conmittee. Secondly, his
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del egation shared the view of the secretariat as to the nerit of introducing
sectoral specificity into the Committee's work. 1In this regard,

t el ecommuni cati ons woul d be one of the nost appropriate sectors as it was
crucial to the devel opment process in the era of a global econony. It would
al so be useful to convene an expert group to identify sector-specific policy
options, on the basis of a sectoral study prepared by the secretariat.

Thirdly, as was stated in paragraph 9 of the terns of reference, the Cormittee
shoul d provide a forum for the exchange of experiences anong nenber States so
as to enable themto draw appropriate | essons for the fornulation and

i mpl enentation of policies at the national and international |evels, as well
as for international econom c cooperation. The nenber States, particularly
devel opi ng countries, should be encouraged to make subm ssions to the
Conmittee as to their experiences and policies at the national |evel for

devel oping their services sector. A synthesis of the material prepared by the
secretariat and other available information related to the role of services in
the devel opnent process would be useful, and it would contribute to the
conduct of the review envisaged in paragraph 1(a) of the terns of reference.
An early concl usion of the Uruguay Round woul d be of critical inmportance to
the devel opnent of the services sectors in devel opi ng countries.

13. The representative of Chile highlighted the grow ng inportance of

services in the world econony. The role of the sector was crucial for
devel opi ng countries because it could contribute to the growh of other
sectors of the econony. Likewise, it had a key function in the strengthening
of international trade as well as in pronoting the foreign and nationa

i nvest ment process for sustainabl e devel opnent. The | ack of understanding of
the effective role played by services in the devel opment of national econonies
could lead to decisions being made whi ch woul d not take into account the
nmedi um and | ong-term potential contribution of services to sustainable

devel opnent. | nadequate conceptual devel opment in services, ranging from

t hose services which enploy unskilled resources as well as high-technol ogy has
caused information deficiencies. Traditionally statistics have been higly
aggregat ed thus reducing their useful ness in decision-naking in the context of
negoti ati ons regardi ng services in the Uuguay Round. The diversity of the
nature and scope of regul ati ons anong different countries adversely affected
the trade and devel oprment of the sector as well. UNCTAD s role should be to

obtain a higher degree of transparency in this sector at national and
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international levels, so as to assist devel oping countries through technica
assistance in fornulating policies and internal |egislation for devel oping the
basi ¢ infrastructure needed to conpete internationally and increase their
participation in world trade in services. It was fundanental for the
Conmittee to include in its work progranmre tasks in the field of infornation,
technol ogi cal cooperation and nmarket access. To attain this objective, the
Standi ng Conmittee could undertake: (a) work ainmed at conpiling and diffusing
information at the national and international level to permt the

di saggregation of statistics by subsector, and a refinenment of the
classification of services based on the CPC, (b) to study the possibility of
setting up a conmputerized database on barriers to trade in services;

(c) technical assistance progranmes ained at inproving the capacity of

devel oping countries in particular to utilize existing information; (d) the
establ i shnent of progranmes for technol ogy transfer ainmed at creating

nmechani sns to pernit and pronote the transfer of know edge from devel oped
countries; (e) identification and analysis of subsectors where devel opi ng
countries possess conparative advantage and of both horizontal and specific
barriers to effective access to markets; (f) analysis of the type of

| egi sl ation and regl ementati on that govern production and trade in services,
experiences with deregulation, as well as adaptation of |laws and regul ati ons
to stinmulate the sector's devel opnment; (g) a study of the nechanisns to
pronot e cooperation and trade in services anong devel opi ng countries at both
gl obal and regi onal |evels.

14. The representative of Australia stated that the two main objectives of
the Standing Conmittee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors would be to translate
elements in the terms of reference into specific tasks and to agree on a
programe for carrying out the tasks, including the setting of a provisiona
agenda for the second session of the Conmittee. The Australian del egation was
particularly conscious of the need to arrive at a work programe capabl e of
conpl etion within four years. Each country had its own priorities in
considering the specific task to be inscribed in the Conmttee's work
programe. Therefore, the discussion on this subject could be handl ed nost
effectively in informal neetings. The Conmittee could undertake very usefu
work to conplenment the efforts under way in other international forums. The

secretariat had al ready done val uabl e work on services, as illustrated in the
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report subnmitted to UNCTAD VI11. It would be inportant for the Committee to
build on this work by providing clear directions in the work programe,
setting appropriate priorities for dealing with the issues to be addressed.

15. The representative of the United States of Anerica said that the nain aim
of the Standing Committee on Devel opi ng Services Sectors would be to provide
speci al expertise in the analysis of the services industries in devel oping
countries. It was essential not to duplicate the work being done in other

i nternational organi zations. The Conmittee had a unique and inportant role to
play in the area of services. One objective of the Committee would be to
enabl e devel opi ng countries to analyse their services industries, with a view
to: (a) allow ng devel oping countries to participate nore effectively in the
exercise of the GATT activities; (b) to identify services in which devel opi ng
countries woul d have conpetitive advantages both nationally and
internationally; (c) to identify measures which devel oping countries could
take to inprove the conpetitiveness of their services sectors. Specific ideas
on UNCTAD s work progranme on services would be el aborated in the informa
sessi ons.

16. The representative of the Russian Federation expressed confidence that
the services sector, as a principal source of econonic growth and job
creation, would bring benefits for countries undergoing economic transition
The Cartagena Commitnent and the terns of reference drawn up by the Trade and
Devel opnent Board constituted the foundation for the programe of work of the
Committee. In his view, the background note by the secretariat (TD/ B/ CN. 4/2)
was a good synthesis of the mandate, although it failed to address in a
sufficiently detail ed manner the questions raised in its paragraph 32. He
cited paragraph 185 (i) of the Cartagena Comritnent and paragraph 5 of the
terns of reference of the Committee and suggested that the rel ated provisions
of the Cartagena Comm tnent should be adequately incorporated into the
Conmittee's programre of work, although his country was ready to transm't
communi cations on its actual national experiences, as suggested in

paragraph 32 of TD/B/CN.4/2. Because of UNCTAD s universal nature, not to
nmention the value of its accunul ated experience, his country deemned it

i nappropriate to exclude an anal ysis of the problens of econonies in
transition with respect to the services sector. It would be inmportant to

define specific services sectors for consideration in terns of appropriate
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policy issues. 1In this connection, the sectors suggested in paragraph 13 of
TD/ B/ CN. 4/ 2 woul d be adequate. However, the Conmittee should go beyond sinply
i dentifying the sub-sectors and expl ore actual support at the enterprise |eve
as well. The consideration of regional cooperation should also take up the
experi ence drawn from known cases of such cooperati on anong countries at
different | evels of econom c devel opnent. There was also an interest in
creating an information centre on services within the UNCTAD secretariat, in
order to fulfil paragraph 2 (e) and 2 (f) of the Cormmittee's terns of
reference. In carrying out its task, the Comrittee shoul d give specia
attention to the needs of the | east devel oped countries.

17. The representative of Mexico enphasized support for the ideas put forward
by previous speakers highlighting the inportance of the services sector in
international trade and its role in both devel oped and devel opi ng econoni es.
In this respect, there was a need for a detail ed analysis of the subject,
maki ng t he maxi mum use of existing avail able resources in other foruns; UNCTAD
woul d have to coordinate its work with other organizations: governmnental

non- governmental and national. In this task, special attention should be
given to prior identification of the nost urgent needs fromthe point of view
of the inportance of the topic to be treated and the tining of the various
undertakings. The follow ng tasks were crucial: to support the effective
participation of developing countries in rmultilateral trade negotiations,

al l ocating the resources necessary for carrying out technical assistance tasks
t hrough UNCTAD; and to analyse in detail the inpact of subsidies on
international trade in services and on the exports of devel oping countries, in
order to identify actions which could be taken at national and internationa
levels to mininize negative effects and to advance the |iberalization process.
18. The representative of Austria drew attention to the wealth of areas
already set out in the terns of reference of the Cormittee, on which the
future work shoul d be focused. Therefore, in preparing the work progranme for
the next four years, the Committee should concentrate on identifying
priorities fromanmong these areas. G ven the vastness of the task, the
l[imted tine and resources, it would not be advisable to go beyond the terns
of reference when setting the specific tasks to be included in the work
programe. It was al so no coincidence that in the ternms of reference of the
Conmittee, reference had been nmade (in paragraphs 7 and 13) to the need to

avoi d duplication and overlap of activities with those of other internationa
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bodi es, particularly within the GATT-Uruguay Round. 1In its work, the
Conmittee should concentrate on conplenenting these efforts, for instance by a
conparative analysis of country experience in devel opi ng countries' service
sectors and sector-specific policy options available to them Areas
identified as priorities fromanong those in the terns of reference should be
transformed into operational tasks in order to make efficient use of the work
of the Conmittee and its resources.

19. The European Conmmunity and its nenber States circulated a statenent at
the session noting that it was both tinely and essential to anal yse and
identify the policy for strengthening the production, export and technol ogica
capacity of services sectors in the devel oping countries. Areas requiring
close attention included: review of the devel opnent of services sectors in
devel opi ng countries and conparative analysis of policies; strengthening of
the institutional, technological and physical infrastructure relating to
services; the inpact of progressive liberalization on the devel opment of
conpetitive service sectors; exanmination of policies and programes in the
context of regional cooperation anpbng devel opi ng countries. The Community and
its nenber States were fully deternmined to contribute to this process in a
constructive and cooperative manner. The task before the Conmittee was to
turn an institutional decision into an operational contribution towards
fostering conpetitive services sectors in developing countries. The Conmittee
shoul d be guided in this undertaking by its detailed terns of reference. The
secretariat's background note (TD/ B/ CN. 4/1) offered val uabl e gui dance

However, it was advisable to exam ne further the relevant issues before taking
a decision to establish expert groups. An alternative to the creation of such
groups would be to call on external experts to present their views directly to
the Conmittee. The Conmittee could profitably take up at its next session a
revi ew of the devel opnent of services sectors in devel oping countries

i ncl udi ng policies aimed at developing the infrastructure and those ai nmed at

t he devel opnent of human-resources, know edge-intensive services, and producer
services related to primary and manufacturing sectors and tel ecomuni cations
(paragraphs 1 (a), (b) and (c) of the terms of reference). Menbers could be
invited to nmake additional submissions to the Conmittee. Mre information was

needed on the proposals for additional work by the secretariat.
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20. The Comunity and its menber States supported the broad thrust of the
secretariat's proposal (TD/B/CN. 4/2, para. 10) concerning the information
related to services production, trade and technol ogy, but recomended that the
rel evant experience of the International Trade Centre also be taken into
account. Wile sector-specific work would be appropriate for the Comrittee in
due course, the Community and its nmenber States were not ready at the present
session to accept the preparation of sectoral studies or to convene expert
groups (as suggested in paragraph 13 of TD/B/CN. 4/2). Likew se, they favoured
further exanination, on the basis of a secretariat subm ssion, of the specific
i ssues relating to access to information networks and distribution channels.
The case for the establishrment of a group of experts on these questions had
not yet been nade, nor was it appropriate to see the novenent of persons as
essentially a North-South problem the consequences for the devel opi ng
countries could be harnful if attention was focused on the export of cheap

[ abour. The "brain-drain" was one such harnful effect. The study of the

i mpact of progressive liberalization on the devel opment of conpetitive

servi ces sectors should cover the role of services inport pronotion as well.
The proposal for country subm ssions on experiences and policies (para. 22

of TD/ B/ CN. 4/2) was acceptable in general; the secretariat should be asked

to prepare a synthesis of these submi ssions, for consideration at the

second session of the Committee. Paragraphs 28 and 29 of TD/ B/ CN. 4/ 2 appeared
to be fully inline with the overall objectives of the Committee to

"conpl enent other international bodies while seeking to ensure that no
duplication occurs”". |In the area of |laws and regulations, an inventory could
be based on common taxonony of neasures, developed in collaboration with the
GATT and other interested organizations. Sinilarly, work on statistics should
be fully coordinated with the GATT, OECD and the United Nations Statistica
Ofice; in this context, the work of the "Voorburg G oup" was particularly

rel evant. A nunber of issues under consideration should be taken up

i medi atel y; decisions on others should be nmade only when the necessary

i nformati on was avail abl e and shoul d be based on full consensus.
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Chapter |1
ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A oeni ng of the session

21. The first session of the Standing Conmittee on Devel opi ng Services
Sectors was opened on 26 Cctober 1992 by the Deputy Secretary-CGeneral of
UNCTAD.

22. The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD recalled that the pre-sessiona
executive session of the Board had agreed that the rules of procedure of the
main commttees of the Trade and Devel opnent Board shoul d be applied to the
new Standing Comm ttees, albeit in as flexible a nmanner as possible, when
electing the Oficers of the Standing Committees, taking into account the
principles of equitable geographical distribution. Furthernore, at the
closing plenary of the first part of the thirty-ninth session of the Trade and
Devel opnent Board, it was reaffirmed that so far as the Standing Committees
were concerned, the Chairnman and ot her nmenbers of the Bureau of each of these
conmittees should be el ected at the begi nning of each new session and that
prior consultations should be held in order to reach agreenment beforehand on
the nmenbership of the Bureau of each of these new Standing Committees

B. Election of officers (agenda item 1)

23. At its 1st plenary nmeeting on 26 Cctober 1992, the Standing Conmittee on

Devel opi ng Services Sectors elected its officers as foll ows:

Chai r man: M. Haron bin Siraj (Mal aysi a)
Vi ce- Chai r nen: M. M Singh (I'ndi a)
M. K Khiari (Tuni si a)
M ss A Stoddart (United Ki ngdom of

Geat Britain and
Nort hern Irel and)

M. M Yabunaka (Japan)
M. V. Kouvchi nov (Russi an Federati on)

Rapport eur: Ms. E. Gonzal ez Marrero (Cuba)
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C Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work (agenda item 2)
24. At its 1st plenary neeting on 26 Cctober, the Standing Conmittee on

Devel opi ng Services Sectors adopted its agenda, as follows:

1. El ection of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

3. Establ i shrent of the work progranmme of the Standing Committee

4. Provi si onal agenda for the second session of the Standing Comittee
5. O her busi ness

6. Adoption of the report of the Standing Commttee to the Trade and

Devel opnent Board

D. Provi si onal agenda for the second session of the Standing Conmittee on
Devel opi ng Services Sectors (agenda item 4)

[ To be conpl et ed]
E. O her busi ness (agenda item5)

[ To be conpleted as appropriate]

F. Adoption of the report of the Standing Conmmittee to the Trade and
Devel opnent Board (agenda item 6)

[ To be conpl et ed]
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Annex
MVEMBERSHI P AND ATTENDANCE

1. The foll owi ng States nmenbers of UNCTAD, nenbers of the Standing
Conmittee, were represented at the session: Afghanistan; Al geria; Argentina;
Australia; Austria; Bangl adesh; Belgium Bolivia; Bulgaria; Brazil; Canada;
Chile; China; Col onbia; Cuba; Denocratic People's Republic of Korea; Dennark;
Egypt; El Sal vador; Finland; France; Germany; CGhana; G eece; India; |Indonesia,;
Iraqg; Ireland; Israel; ltaly; Janaica; Japan; Jordan; Lebanon; Mdagascar

Mal aysi a; Mauritius; Mexico; Mrocco; Nepal; Netherlands; New Zeal and;

Nor way; Paki stan; Peru; Philippines; Poland; Republic of Korea; Ronania;
Russi an Federation; Saudi Arabia; Senegal; Spain; Sri Lanka; Sweden;

Swi tzerl and; Tunisia; Turkey; United Kingdomof Geat Britain and

Northern Ireland; United Republic of Tanzania; United States of Anmerica;
Uruguay; Venezuel a; Zi nbabwe.

2. The foll owi ng other States nenbers of UNCTAD, not menbers of the Standing
Conmittee, were represented as observers at the session: Brunei Darussal am
Burundi ; Cameroon; Costa Rica; Ecuador; Equatorial Quinea; Nam bia; Panama
Portugal ; Syrian Arab Republic.

3. The foll owi ng specialized and rel ated agencies were represented at the
session: Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations;

I nternati onal Monetary Fund; United Nations |Industrial Devel opnent

Organi zation. The Ceneral Agreenment on Tariffs and Trade was al so represented.
4. The foll owi ng intergovernmental organizations were represented at the
session: European Economic Conmmunity; International Organization for

M gration; League of Arab States; Organisation for Econonm c Cooperation and

Devel opnent; Organi zation of African Unity.

5. The foll owi ng non-governnental organi zati ons were represented at the
session: Ceneral Category: |International Chanber of Conmerce; Wrld

Conf ederati on of Labour; Wrld Federation of United Nati ons Associ ati ons.

Special Category: International Air Transport Association



