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Letter - -n ^oaled. -Lo se ember
of Viet Nam to the United

lgBO fron the Permanent Representative
Nations addressed. to the Secretarv-

General-

Further to my retter dated 15 May r98o (A/3i/z?+), f have the honour toforward. herer,rith the resol-ution on the Programme of Action for the rnternational
Year of Disabl-ed Persons in Viet Nam adopt"a ry the Viet Nam Committee for theInternational Year of Disabled Persons at its first session, he1d. on 31 July 1!Booand kind]y request Your Excellency to have this letter and its encl-osurecirculated' as an official d.ocument of the General Assembly under agenda item 79.

(siened) ltA vAN LAU
Permanent Representative of the
Social-ist Republic of Viet lilarn

to the United Nations

Bo-zzt69
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TTIE VIET NAI'{ CO'IMITTEE
FOR T}IE INTERNATIO}IAL

YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS

ANNDI

SOCIALIST iiET'UBLIC OF' VIET NAM
Independence - Freedcm - Happiness

RESOLUTION
OI{ ffiE PROGRA}'OIE OF ACTIOI,I

POR THE TNTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
DISABLED PERSONS IN VIET NA}4

In response to the Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly

adopted at lts thirby-seccnd, thirty-third and thirty-forrth sessions on the
Internatlonal Year for Disabled hrsms, the Governrrrcnt ColmclL of itre Social-lst
Republlc of Vie! Nan, in its decision 123/CP of AprX.l 18, 1980, has declded to
set up the Vlet Nam Conmittee for the InLernational Year of Disabted Persons

with Stabe Acting President Nguyen Huu Tho as &:airman.

I]re Viet Nan Cuunit'"ee for the International Year of Disabled Perso"ls

held its first sessioil on July 31, 1980 to survey the conclition of dlsabl.ed
perons in oln cormtry, the care given to thec so far, and to adopt a resolution
on ttte Pnogralnne of ActLon for the Interna9ional Year of, Disabled Pensons in
Viet Nam.

a. CoNDITION OF DISABLEp PERSpNS IN OUR CO|JNTTRY AND TI{E CAnE pRovrpgp TI{EM

so FpB.

Our nation has overccme all difficultles and hardshlps, and made

innwnerabie sacnifices durlng hal-f a centur? of resolute and indcrnitable struggle
to liberate the cor:ntry and defend <r:r motherland. 'Ihe policies of exploibaLion,
represslon and teror of the colonialists, the atrociors wars of aggression
waged by the Japanese, French and Ainerican irnperlalists, and the Orinese hege-
mqri.sts and expansi.onists, as well as the cultural evils of colonla]-ism and
neo-colonlalism have lelb in our country numercrJs ccenplex social problems of
wide scope, alndlg whictr the prcrblem of disabled pensons. According to stitl
inccrnplete figures, the nwnber of dlsabled people in our country reaches rnore
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bhan sre mllllcn, if one takes only into acccunt thee who are verT/ res-

trained in all nomal aetiviti.es and encounter many difficulties in livlng; The

gr"eater part of these disabled pe!'solrs ar.e victj-ms of war. Healed hasfily ln penu-

rious conditions of war, their r*ounds hare left rcany unforeseeable seque}s to tbelr
health and life and scmetimes wj-th effects on follcnrhg generat,ions. In addlticrt
the poverty due to an underdeveloped eccncmy ravaged by decennaries of wart

the insufflciency in technical equiprnent,, failing in carrying orlt legislative
measur€s aimed at prrventing disabilities arre also inporLant causes of
disabiL liies.

Inrnediate}.y afLer the .August 1945 Revolution and since the beginning of
the reslstance against the Frenctr second lnvaslano oun Party and State have

alrtady paid attention to tl,e problem of disabled persons, md prcmptly adopted

policies and orlentations for its solution. Priorlty was glven to disabled
persctls and to di*sabled ehildren. At every stage of development of our resis-
tance, ne.w po3.lcles and concrete measur€s have been adopted, rnany plans

carried out, and particularly, naf:icn wide vigorous campaign prcmoted ln order

to encoura€p the entire people to assist disabled persons, bringing them a

secur€, healthy and happy ltfe.

Af; prresent, wittr the attentlcn and ear.e of our Party and State, with the
soLicitous affect,icn of the entire people, disabled persons in our countra have

thelr life guaranteed in nany aspects : health cane, medlcal treatlpnt,
nesboratim of health, moral assistance, educaticn and vocational tralning,
suitable jobs ... Many of ttrem are able to take part in and make cmtribution
to the construetiqr and defense of the hwreland in proportton to thelr capa-

blllties thus performlng their rigfrts and their duties with equality as other
citlzens.

Thme who cannot securre themselves itreir" life rreceive socia-L assis-
tance at state and cilmunity lev.els. The State also gives attentlon ln pro-
moting measur€s ln nany aspects to prevent disabilittes.

Nevertheless, in the actual condltions of or country, on account of its
poor economlc, scientific and technical development, the above limited achieve-
rents cannot yet satisf! our desires and requir.ernents.
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B. OBJECTIVES AND PROGRAI'IME OF ACTION FOR TI{E INTERNATIOiIAL YSAR OF DISABLED

PERSONS TN VIb'T NAM.

rn order to defend fhe principLes of peace and ir'*nan dignity, to
prcmotc social Justlce and the basic rights to liberfy pnoclained in the
tJniLed Nations QiarLer, and to L.nplenent the Declaration of.the riglrts of
spntally netarded persons and t"he hclaration of the righbs of disabled
persons, the United Nat,lons General_ Assembly, at its thirty*f6srth Session,
asserted t'hat the thenre of the International Year for Disabled Fersons will

be I'FIII participaticrn and equalityu (Full participat,ion of disabled pensons

in the social life and tJevelopment of the societies in which they lirre, equa-
lity with other citizens in their society, and an equal share in the impro-
vement of llving conditions resulting frqn social and economic developrnent).

Basing itself, on the revolutionary objectives of or party, i.e.
national liberation, class llberation, corrstruction of a social rregime free
from oppression and exploltation, eLiqrination of all forms of justice, equallty,
democratic liberty, decent and happy llf,e for alL workens, our State has approved
and responded to the ideas, conceptions and theme that, the United lrlations
General Assembly has set forth for the International Year of Disabl-ed Per:sons.

In our society the carre provided to disabled persons is based on

our vLew-point of ccnnunist humanitarianlsm" This demonstrates the superiorlty
of our social rregine. Ttre cr.eation for disabled persqrs of appr-oprlate conditions
for their nF\Jll participatlon and equa1ityF in their society is an actirre
effort to liberate and develop these citizens with special difflcultles ln their
indi-vidual llfe, as well as in'thelr participat,iol in social 1ife. It also
shcxs the attentlon that ttre Sate of proletarian dictatorship gives to alL
workers, part of then are dlsabled per€ons, in ensuring them ttre conditions
to e:<errise entirely their right to nastery,

At the Fcmrth congrress of cur hrty, the question of gtving care,
assistance and bringlng a secure, hearty and happy life to all dlsabled persons
and vlctlms of war and neo-colonial-Lwn has been debated and treated as an
item in the contents of the Congress lrsol_ution.
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the closest co-operatiqr between the relevant branches) ' To gradually realize

a ccrnprehensive work of rehabil.ltation, in 1981 priority will be given to the

treaLment of sequels of wounds by wan and sequets of infantile diseases

causing disability, social and professional rehabilitation, at ttre sane time'

wilI be continued.

4. To €rry out wide - spread pr.evention of disab1lltles. To closely

ccrnbine organizational, educational, administrative mass - mobilization "'
measur€s, in order to ensune an effective prevention ln all aspects'

5. To step up the form of labour organization in lfiidt disabled per-

sqs ar€ lntroduced into agricultural or handicraft co-operatives'

6. To build more enterprises and other productlon establishments

particularly reserved for disabled persons, thus securlng thern the possi-

bility of taking adequate part in productive labour.

To secure the attention of different scientific, tectrnical and in-

dustrial serrrices for study and production of tools and facillties suitable for

different kinds of dtsabled persons.

T, To consolidate the existing classes and schools for disabled

ch1ldren, and according to avail-ab1e possibilities, to expand ttre network of

these classes and schools. To set up sorne vocational schools (in which study ls

co-ordinated with retrabilitatlve training) for yorng disabled who are over the

school age.

To bulld pilot - centres ln the localities wher^e facilities ar€

avallable and gradualty expand the co-ordinatlcn of rehabil-itative lnstnrc-

tlon with educatisr in crectres, kindergartens fon disabled children.

To make actlve preparatidt to form in scme years a system of ccrrnon

and vocatiqral schools for different klnds of disabled children under the

contnol of the educational senrice.

8, To have a plan to str.engthen and expand step by step ttre material

basis (bulldings and equipments) fon the benefit of all kinds of disabled perscts:
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servlces of health car€, orthopaedy, functiqral- rehabiLitation, health resorts,
therapeutic centres, and for the pr.evention of disabilities.

To readjust the management of inportant institutional centres and

improve the material and spiritual life of war invalids and disabled persons
living the.rre.

9. To facil-itate the participation by disabled persons in cultural
activities. To give them priority in aLtending artistlc penformances, to
found cultural houses and clubs sectors for disabled per"sons. To fo:nd cultural
houses particularly reserved fon disabted per€ons in the localities r*rer.e

conditions permit.

To help disabled pensons to cmpose and perform artistic works
according to each kind of disabllity.

To prtmote the creation of cultural and artistic wor.ks in service
of dlsabled per"sons.

To organize the production and distribution of cultural articles
suitable for each kind of disabled persons.

?o help disabled persons to take part in suitabre sports activities,

Different serrrices concerned with the nanagement of everyday life have
the obligation to create for disabled per.sons favorable conditions in the
dornains of housing, transport, lnformatlon, shopping ... so that ttrey can ever
nore particlpate in the social life.

10. To supervise and rectify the implementatlon of the prrnrulgated
policies and regulations corcerning war invalids and disabled persons. To

study the amendnents to be added to these pollcies, negulations and norms, so
as dlsabled persons have the conditions rrequired for their physical and vo-
catiqlal rehabllitation, study and productive activities ,.. To onganize the
study and drafting of a legislatlon securing them the citizen raghts and the.
right to equality and suitable job {the servlces in charge of war invalids
and social affairs will loolc after ttre drafting of the leglslatim in
ceordinationr with the relevant branctres).
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To create for the Vietnamese Association of the blind the conditions
to step up its act,ivities, for example : To broaden and strengthen its
organization and to step up the education and mobilization of its members
and of the masses, the education and the organization of productive and
culturel activities for bltnd persons.

To help this Association broaden its forelgn plations for the
purpose of exchanging experience and neceiving aid frcm the organizations of
blind in other' corntrles.

'To creater on the basis of the activities of the Viet Nam Conrnittee
of the International lear of Disabled Persons, the condltions to merge this
Association Lnto the'fr Viet Nam Coranittee (or Association) fon Disabl-ed per-
sonsn in conformity with the Governnent council circular ZO\/CP on the
assistance for old p€rsons, honoeless orphans and disabled persons"

11 , To tmke prreparat,i-ons to take part in international activit j.es

and confer€nces on disabled per"sons, in order to exchange experiences with
other countries 1n the dcnrain of sol-ving different problems on disabled
personsr broaden friendly relations between disabled persons of Vlet Nam and
disabLed pensons in other corntries, especially in socialist countries, In
the two flaternal countnies, Laos and Kalrpuchea, the countries struggling for
national independence and freedom, and the friendly countries in South-East
Asia, to call on the United Natlons organization and the humanitarian
organlzatiorsof differrent countries to assist disabled pensons of Viet Nam.

MAJOR ACTIVITIES IN 1981 :

- To conduct a pubLic carnpaign in all branches, at al-l level-s and among
the entire peopl-e and encourage them to take part in the implementation of the
prograrune and plan of action of the InternationaL Year of Disabled persons.

- To carry out a basic survey on dlsabled persons,

- To begjn the establishment of an organization system for orthopaedy
and r"ehabilitation at air levels throughout Lhe countrrr.
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- To strengthen the existlng establ.ishments and set up new ones to
help settling the problem of disabled persons.

- To step up the drafting of a legislation on the pigfrts and oblJg;a-
tions of disabled persons.

- To expand foreign relations, in onder to create rnor.e favorable con-
ditions f<lr t-tre implementation of the prcgrarrne of activities of the Inter-
national Year of Disabled persons in Vlet Nam.

AUGUST 18, 1980




