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administration on the Syrian Arab Golan, which has re
sulted in the effective annexation of that territory, 

Reaffirming that the acquisition of territory by force is 
inadmissible under the Charter of the United Nations and 
that all territories thus occupied by Israel must be re
turned, 

Recalling the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 
1949,27 

1. Strongly condemns Israel, the occupying Power, for 
its refusal to comply with the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council, particularly 
Council resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council, in
ter alia, decided that the Israeli decision to impose its 
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied 
Syrian Arab Golan was null and void and without interna
tional legal effect and demanded that Israel, the occupying 
Power, should rescind forthwith its decision; 

2. Condemns the persistence of Israel in changing the 
physical character, demographic composition, institu
tional structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian 
Arab Golan; 

3. Determines that all legislative and administrative 
measures and actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the 
occupying Power, that purport to alter the character and 
legal status of the Syrian Arab Golan are null and void and 
constitute a flagrant violation of international law and of 
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civil
ian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and have 
no legal effect; 

4. Strongly condemns Israel for its attempts to impose 
forcibly Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the 
Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Arab Golan, and 
calls upon it to desist from its repressive measures against 
the population of the Syrian Arab Golan; 

5. Calls once again upon Member States not to recog
nize any of the legislative or administrative measures and 
actions referred to above; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-third session on the im
plementation of the present resolution. 

G 
The General Assembly, 

95th plenary meeting 
8 December 1987 

Bearing in mind the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 
August 1949,27 

Deeply concerned at the continued and intensified 
harassment by Israel, the occupying Power, against educa
tional institutions in the occupied Palestinian territories, 

Recalling its resolutions 38/79 G of 15 December 1983, 
39/95 G of 14 December 1984, 40/161 G of 16 December 
1985 and 41/63 G of 3 December 1986, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General of I 0 
August 1987,42 

Taking note of the relevant decisions adopted by the Ex
ecutive Board of the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization concerning the educa
tional and cultural situation in the occupied territories, 

42 A/42/463. 

1. Reaffirms the applicability of the Geneva Conven
tion relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Palestinian and other 
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including 
Jerusalem; 

2. Condemns Israeli policies and practices against 
Palestinian students and faculties in schools, universities 
and other educational institutions in the occupied Pales
tinian territories, especially the opening offire on defence
less students, causing many casualties; 

3. Condemns the systematic Israeli campaign of 
repression against and closing of universities and other 
educational and vocational institutions in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, restricting and impeding the aca
demic activities of Palestinian universities by subjecting 
the selection of courses, textbooks and educational pro
grammes, the admission of students and the appointment 
of faculty members to the control and supervision of the 
military occupation authorities, in clear contravention of 
the Geneva Convention; 

4. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply 
with the provisions of that Convention, rescind all actions 
and measures against all educational institutions, ensure 
the freedom of those institutions and refrain forthwith 
from hindering the effective operation of the universities 
and other educational institutions; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly as soon as possible but not later than 
the beginning of its forty-third session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

95th plenary meeting 
8 December 1987 

42/161. Comprehensive review of the whole question of 
peace-keeping operations in all their aspects 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 1963, 
2006 (XIX) of 18 February 1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 
December 1965, 2249 (S-V) of23 May 1967, 2308 (XXII) 
of 13 December 1967, 2451 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, 
2670 (XXV) of 8 December 1970, 2835 (XXVI) of 17 
December 1971, 2965 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 
3091 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3239 (XXIX) of 29 
November 1974, 3457 (XXX) of 10 December 1975, 
31/105 of 15 December 1976, 32/106 of 15 December 
1977, 33/114 of 18 December 1978, 34/53 of 23 Novem
ber 1979, 35/121 of 11 December 1980, 36/37 of 18 
November 1981, 37/93 of 10 December 1982, 38/81 of 15 
December 1983, 39/97 of 14 December 1984, 40/163 of 16 
December 1985 and 41/67 of 3 December 1986, 

Convinced that the United Nations peace-keeping opera
tions are an integral component of enhancing the effi
ciency of the United Nations in the maintenance of inter
national peace and security, 

A ware of the extremely difficult financial situation of the 
United Nations peace-keeping forces in the light of the 
heavy burden incurred by the troop contributors, espe
cially those from developing countries, 

I. Requests the Special Committee on Peace-keeping 
Operations, in accordance with its mandate, to resume its 
work in 1988 for a comprehensive review of the whole 
question of peace-keeping operations in all their aspects 
with a view to strengthening the role of the United Na
tions in this field, taking into account the difficult financial 
situation of peace-keeping operations; 
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2. Further requests the Special Committee on Peace
keeping Operations to submit a report on its work to the 
General Assembly at its forty-third session; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-third session the item entitled "Comprehensive re
view of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in 
all their aspects". 

95th plenary meeting 
8 December 1987 

42/162. Questions relating to information 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions on questions relating 

to information, 
Recalling the recommendations of the Committee on In

formation as adopted by the General Assembly in para
graph 1 of its resolution 41/68 A of 3 December 1986, as 
well as the provisions of that resolution, and taking into 
account the views expressed by delegations on 3 Decem
ber 198643 at the forty-first session of the Assembly, 

Reaffirming the mandate given to the Committee on In
formation by the General Assembly in its resolution 
34/182 of 18 December 1979, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
questions relating to information,44 

Encouraging the Secretary-General to continue neces
sary action in order to increase the efficiency and effective
ness of the Department of Public Information, with par
ticular emphasis on securing a co-ordinated approach to 
priority issues before the Organization, 

I. Takes note of the comprehensive report of the Com
mittee on Information45 which served as an important ba
sis and stimulated further deliberations, and urges the full 
implementation of the following recommendations as 
adopted by the Committee at its substantive session in 
1987: 

(!) All countries, the United Nations system as a 
whole and all others concerned should co-operate in the 
establishment of a new world information and com
munication order, seen as an evolving and continuous 
process, and based, inter alia, on the free circulation and 
wider and better balanced dissemination of information, 
guaranteeing diversity of sources of information and free 
access to information and, in particular, the urgent need 
to change the dependent status of the developing coun
tries in the field of information and communication, as 
the principle of sovereign equality among nations ex
tends also to this field, and intended also to strengthen 
peace and international understanding, enabling all per
sons to participate effectively in political, economic, so
cial and cultural life and promoting human rights, un
derstanding and friendship among all nations. The 
ongoing efforts of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, which retains the 
central role in this field, to eliminate gradually the exist
ing imbalances in the field of information and communi
cation and to encourage a free flow and a wider and bet
ter balanced dissemination of information in accordance 
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with the relevant resolutions of that organization, 
adopted by consensus, should be reaffirmed; 

(2) Fully aware of the important role that the media 
worldwide can freely play, particularly under the pres
ent situation, it is recommended that: 

(a) The mass media should be encouraged to give 
wider coverage to the efforts of the international com
munity towards global development and, in particular, 
the efforts of the developing countries to achieve eco
nomic, social and cultural progress; 

(b) The United Nations system as a whole should co
operate in a concerted manner, through its information 
services, in promoting a more comprehensive and realis
tic image of the activities and potential of the United 
Nations system in all its endeavours, in accordance with 
the purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, with 
particular emphasis on the creation of a climate of confi
dence, the strengthening of multilateralism and the pro
motion of the development activities in the United Na
tions system; 

(c) All countries should be urged to extend assis
tance to journalists for the free and effective perfor
mance of their professional tasks; 

(3) Aware of the existing imbalances in the interna
tional distribution of news, particularly that affecting 
the developing countries, it is recommended that urgent 
attention should be given to the elimination of existing 
inequalities and all other obstacles, both internal and ex
ternal, to the free flow and wider and better balanced 
dissemination of information, ideas and knowledge by, 
inter alia, diversifying the sources of information and re
specting the interests, aspirations and socio-cultural val
ues of all peoples, as a step towards the attainment of a 
free flow and a wider and better balanced dissemination 
of information; 

(4) The United Nations system as a whole, as well as 
the developed countries, should be urged to co-operate 
in a concerted manner with the developing countries 
towards strengthening the information and communica
tion infrastructures in the latter countries, in accordance 
with the priorities attached to such areas by the develop
ing countries, with a view to enabling them to develop 
their own information and communications policies 
freely and independently and in the light of their history, 
social values and cultural traditions, taking into account 
the principle of freedom of the press and information. In 
this regard, full support for the International Pro
gramme for the Development of Communication of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or
ganization, which constitutes an important step in the 
development of these infrastructures, should always be 
emphasized; 

(5) It is recommended that the need be stressed to 
promote the access of the developing countries to com
munications technology, including communication sa
tellites, modern electronic information systems, infor
matics and other advanced information and 
communication facilities with a view to improving their 
own information and communication systems in accor
dance with the specific conditions prevailing in each 
country; 

(6) It is recommended that the Department of Pub
lic Information of the Secretariat, in co-operation with 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, should explore further ways and means of 
strengthening co-operation and co-ordination with the 
News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned Countries, with 
the Eco-Pool of the News Agencies of Non-Aligned 


