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42/67. Effects of atomic radiation 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutio11 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, by 

which it established the United Natio11s Scientific Com­
mittee 011 the Effects of Atomic Radiation, a11d its subse­
quent resolutions on the subject, including resolutio11 
41 /62 A of 3 December 1986, by which it, inter a/ia, re­
quested the Scientific Committee to co11tinue its work, 

Taking note with appreciation ofthe report ofthe United 
Nations Scientific Committee 011 the Effects of Atomic 
Radiation, 2 

Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientific Committee 
continuing its work, 

2 A/42/210. 
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Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on pres­
ent and future generations, resulting from the levels of 
radiation to which man is exposed, 

Conscious of the co11tinued need to examine and compile 
i11formation about atomic a11d io11izi11g radiatio11 a11d to 
analysc its effects 011 man and his c11vironment, 

Bearing in mind the decision ofthe Scientific Committee 
to submit, as soon as thc relevant studies are completed. 
shortcr reports with supporti11g scientific docume11ts 011 

the specialized topics me11tio11ed by the Committee,3 

l. Commends the United Nations Scientific Commit­
tee 011 the Effects of Atomic Radiation for the valuable 
co11tributio11 it has been making in the course of the past 
thirty-two years, sincc its i11ceptio11, lo wider k11owledge 

1 A/ 18/ 142, para 5 
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and understanding of the lcvels, effects and risks of atom1c 
radiation and for fulfilling its original mandate with scien­
tific authority and independe11ce of judgement; 

2. Notes with satisfaction thc continued and growing 
scientific co-opcration between the Scientific Committee 
and the Unitcd Nations Environment Programme; 

3. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue its 
work, including its importan! co-ordinating activities, to 
increase knowledge of the levels, effects and risks of ioniz­
ing radiation from ali sources; 

4. Endorses the Scientific Committee's intentions and 
plans for its future activities of scientific review and assess­
ment on behalf of the General Assembly; 

5. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue at its 
next session the review of the important problems in the 
field of radiation and to report thereon to the General As­
sembly at its forty-third session; 

6. Requests the United Nations Environment Pro­
gramme to continue providing support for the effective 
conduct of the Scientific Committec's work and for the 
dissemination of its findings to the General Assembly, the 
scientific community and the public; 

7. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance rendered 
to the Scientific Committee by Member States, the special­
ized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
and non-governmental organizatious, and invites them to 
increase their co-operation in this field; 

8. Invites Member States, the organizations of the 
United Nations system and non-governmental organiza­
tions concerned to provide further relevant data about 
doses, effects and risks from various sources of radiation, 
which would greatly help in the preparation of the Scien­
tific Committee\ future reports to the General Assembly. 

X9th plenary meeting 
2 December 1987 

42/68. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of 
outer space 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 41.164 of 3 December 1986, 

Deeply convinced of the wmmon interest of mankind in 
promoting the exploration ami use of outer space for 
peaceful purposes and in continuing efforts to extend to ali 
States the benefits derived therefrom. and of the impor­
tance of international co-operation in this field, for which 
the United Nations should continue to provide a focal 
point, 

Reajfirming the importance of international co­
operation in developing the rule oflaw, including the rele­
vant norms of space law and thcir important role in inter­
national co-operation for thc cxploration and use of outcr 
space for pcaceful purposcs, 

Commemorating the thirtidh anniversary of the first 
launching into orhit of a man-made ohject. Sputnik, which 
marked the beginning of the exploration ami use of outcr 
space ti.ir peaceful purposes and of intcrnational co­
operation in this fleld, 

Commemorating a/so thc twcntieth anniversary of the 
cntry into force of thc Treaty 011 Principies Governing thc 
Activitics ol' Stak~ in the Fxploration and Use of Oute1 
Space, including llil: Moon allll Othcr Celestial Bodies,4 

which has played and continucs to play a positivc role in 

4 Rc'-oniut1011 2?//. 1X:\I), :111111•, 

the implementation of the purposes and principies of the 
Charter of the United Nations and in the progressive de­
velopment of the law of outer space, including the elabora­
tion and adoption of other international instruments gov 
erning the outer ~pace activities of States, 

Grave/y concerned al the extension of an arms race into 
outer space, 

Recognizing that ali States, in particular t hose with ma­
jor space capabilities, should contribute actively to the 
goal of preventing an arms race in outer space asan essen­
tial condition for thc promotion of international co­
operation in the cxploration ami use of outer space for 
peaceful purpose~. 

Aware of the need to increase the benefits of space tech­
nology and its applicat10ns and to contribute toan orderly 
growth of space activities favourable to the socio­
economic advancement of mankind, in particular the peo­
ples of developing countries, 

Taking note of the progress achieved in the further de­
velopment of peaceful space exploration and application 
as well as in various national and co-operative spacc pro­
_1ects, which contribute to international co-operation in 
this field, 

Taking note a/so of the report of the Secretary-General5 
on the implementation ofthe recommendations ofthe Sec­
ond United Nations Conference on the Exploration and 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,6 

Having considercd the report of the Committt>e on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the work of its thir1ieth 
~cssion, 7 

l. Endorses the report ofthe Committee 011 the Peace­
ful Uses of Outer Space; 

2. Invites Sta te~ that have not yet become parties to the 
mternational trcaties governing the uses of outer space8 to 
give consideration to ratifying or acceding to those trea­
tie~; 

3. Notes that the Legal Sub-Committee ofthe Commit­
tee on the Peaceful Uses ofOuter Space at its twenty-sixth 
session, in its working groups, continued its work as man­
dated by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/64;9 

4. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that the Legal Sub­
Committee at its twenty-seventh session, taking into ac­
count the concerns of ali countries, particularly those of 
developing countries, should: 

(a) Continue the elaboration of draft principies rele­
vant to the use of nuclear power sources in outer space 
through its working group; 

(b) Continue, through its working group, its consider­
ation of matters relating to the definition and delimitation 
of outer space and to the character and utilization of the 
geostationary orhit, including consideration of ways and 

'A/42/SIS a11d Corr.1. 
6 Sec R,•port of 1/1<• Secorui U11iled Nations Confere11c<' ,111 tlw 

l-:xp!oratio11 and Pmcejiil Use, ofOuter S¡wce. Vienna. 9-21 August 191/2 
( A/CONF.101/ 10 a11d ( 'orr I ami 2). 

7 Ojficial R,•cord., oj' rhe General Aswmbly. flirty·-.1eco111/ Sessio11. 
Su¡y,lem<'11t No. 20 (A/42/20). 
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