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Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of the Territory and 
bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and strength
ening further its economy as a matter of priority in order 
to promote economic stability, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the administering 
Power to promote the economic and social development of 
the Territory, 

Noting that the economy of the Territory grew in 1985 
mainly as a result of an expansion in tourism, and that, 
while recommending restriction-; on foreign investment 
and tourism, the Government of Anguilla recognizes the 
importance of balanced sectoral growth and continues to 
give the highest priority to the development of the Terri
tory's economic and social infrastructure, 

Expressing its concern at the illegal operation of foreign 
fishing vessels within the territorial waters of Anguilla and 
its offshore fishing banks and welcoming, in view of the 
importance of the fishing industry to the diversification of 
the economy, the intention oft he Government of Anguilla 
to introduce appropnatc legislation to conserve the Terri
tory's fish stocks, 

Emphasizing the importance of elaborating an appropri
ate strategy for the efficient production and marketing of 
salt, 

Underlining the need for effective instruments to regu
late the commercial banking system and noting in that 
connection the Territory's decision to join the Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank, 

Noting with satisfaction the contributions of the United 
Nations Development Programme, the specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system 
to the development of the Territory, 

Noting the continued participation of the Territory m 
the Caribbean Group for Co-operation in Economic De
velopment, 

Recalling the dispatch in 1984 of a United Nations visit-· 
ing mission to the Territory, 

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide 
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the small 
Territories and considering that the possibility of sending 
a further visiting mission to Anguilla at an appropriate 
time should be kept under review, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Grantmg of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Anguilla;28 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of An
guilla to self-determination and independence in conform
ity with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial 
size, geographical location, size of population and limited 
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people of the Territory of their inalienable right 
to self-determination and independence in conformity 
with the Declaration, which fully applies to Anguilla; 

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the 
administering Power, to create such conditions in An
guilla as will enable its people to exercise freely and with
out interference, from a well-informed standpoint as to the 
available options, their inalienable right to self
determination and independence in accordance with reso
lution 1514 (XV), and all other relevant rcsolutmns of the 
General Assembly; 

5. Reaffinm that it is ultimately for the people of An
guilla themselves to determine freely their future political 
status in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration and, in 
that connection, reaffirms the importance of fostering an 
awareness among the people of the Territory of the pos
sibilities open to them in the exercise of their right to self
determination and independence; 

6. Culls upon the administering Power, in co-operation 
with the Government nf Anguilla, to continue to 
strengthen the economy of the Territory and to increase 
its assistance to programmes of diversification; 

7. Crges the administering Power, in co-operation 
with the territorial Government, to continue the assis
tance necessary to increase employment of the local popu
lation in the civil service, as well as in managerial, techni
cal and other sectors of the economy; 

8. Reiterates its request to the administering Power to 
continue to enlist the assistance of the specialized agencies 
and other organizations of the United Nations system, as 
well as other regional and international bodies, in the de
velopment and strengthening of the economy of Anguilla: 

9. l 'rges the administering Power, in co-operation 
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea
sures to safeguard, guarantee and ensure the rights of the 
people ,if Anguilla to own and dispose of their natural re
sources and to establish and maintain control over their 
future development; 

10. Requests the administering Power to continue to 
make every effort to facilitate and encourage the participa
tion of the Territory in regional and international organi
zations. including the Economic Commission for Latin 
Amenl·a and the Caribbean; 

11 Requests the Special Committee to continue the ex-
amination of this question at its next session, including the 
possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to Anguilla 
at an appropriate time and,in consultation with the admin
istering Power, and to report thereon to the General As
sembly at its forty-third -;ession. 

92nd plenary meeting 
4 December 1987 

42/81. Question of Montserrat 
/'he General Assembly. 

Hav111g considered the question of Montserrat, 
Havmg examined the relevant chapters of the report of 

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,34 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
Montserrat, including in particular General Assembly 
resolution 41/21 of 31 October 1986, 

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy im
plementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri
tory, 

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of the Territory and 
hearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and strength
ening further its economy as a matter of priority in order 
to promote economic stability, 

Recalling the view of the Government of Montserrat 
that independence was both inevitable and desirahlc, pro-
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vided that it was preceded by the attainment by Montser
rat of a level of economic and financial viability sufficient 
to sustain it as an independent State, and recalling also the 
intention of the Government to seek from the Govern
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North
ern Ireland and from other sources the levels of assistance 
necessary to achieve such viability and not to seek inde
pendence without the support of the majority oft he people 
of the Territory, 

Noting that the economy of the Territory continued to 
recover in 1985, while agricultural productivity continued 
to decline and that of fishenes remained at a low level, 

Noting also the measures taken by the territorial Gov 
ernment to increase the efficiency of the civil service and 
the high priority it continued to accord to the training of 
cadres, 

Emphasizing the importance of broadening the educa
tional programme of the Territory, including the provi 
sion of improved classrooms, teaching facilities and well 
trained teachers, 

Emphasizing the importance of the continued participa
tion of the Territory in the Caribbean Group for Co
operation in Economic Development, as well as in re
gional organizations such as the Caribbean Community 
and its associated institutions, including the Caribbean 
Development Bank, 

Welcoming the contributions to the development of the 
Territory by the specialized agencies and organizations of 
the United Nations system operating in Montserrat, in
cluding the United Nations Development Programme and 
the United Nations Children's Fund, 

Recalling the dispatch in 1975 and 1982 of United Na
tions visiting missions to the Territory, 

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide 
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the small 
Territories and considering that the possibility of sending 
a further visiting mission to Montserrat at an appropriate 
time should be kept under review, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting oflndependencc 
to Colonial Countries ,md Peoples relating to 
Montserrat;28 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of 
Montserrat to self-determination and independence 111 

conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of I nde 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial 
size, geographical location, size of population and limited 
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people of the Territory of their inalienable right 
to self-determination and independence in conformity 
with the Declaration, which fully applies to Montserrat: 

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the 
administering Power, to create such conditions in the Ter
ritory as will enable the people of Montserrat to exercise 
freely and without interference their inalienable right to 
self-determination and independence in accordance with 
resolution 1514 (XV) and all other relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly: 

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of 
Montserrat themselves to determine their future political 
status in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration, and 
reiterates its call upon the administering Power to launch 
programmes, in co-operation with the territorial Govern-
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ment, to foster an awareness among the people of Mont
serrat of the possibilities available to them in the exercise 
of their right to self-determination and independence; 

6. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering 
Power to promote the economic and social development of 
Montserrat; 

7. Calls upon the administering Power, in co-operation 
with the Government of Montserrat, to continue to 
strengthen the economy of the Territory and to increase 
its assistance to programmes of diversification in order to 
promote balanced growth and the economic and financial 
viability of the Territory; 

8. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation 
with the territorial Government, to take effective mea
~ures to safeguard, guarantee and ensure the rights of the 
people of Montserrat to own and dispose of the natural re
sources of the Territory, including its territorial waters, 
and to establish and maintain control over their future de
velopment; 

9. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power, in 
co-operation with the territorial Government, to continue 
the assistance necessary for the employment of the local 
population in the civil service, particularly at senior levels; 

10. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation 
with the territorial Government, to overcome shortages in 
human resources by providing appropriate incentives to 
assist nationals in finding better opportunities at home and 
to attract qualified nationals from abroad; 

11. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other orga
nizations of the United Nations system to intensify their 
efforts to accelerate progress in the economic and social 
life of the Territory, and invites donor Governments and 
regional organizations to do the same; 

12. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power, in 
co-operation with the territorial Government, to take ur
gent steps to facilitate the readmission of Montserrat as an 
associate member of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization; 

I J. Requests the Special Committee to continue the ex
amination of this question at its next session, including the 
possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to Montser
rat at an appropriate time and in consultation with the ad
ministering Power, and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its forty-third session. 

92nd plenary meeting 
4 December 1987 

42/82. Question of the British Virgin Islands 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the British Virgin Is
lands, 

Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,35 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
the British Virgin Islands, including in particular General 
Assembly resolution 41/ 19 of 31 October 1986, 

-' 1 Ibid., chaps. 111 and IX. 


