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1. In paragraph 103 of the report of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination (CPC) on its resumed tNenty-seventh session (A/42/l6 (Part 11)),
which forms part 0: the documentation for agenda item 116 (Programme planning) , CPC
recommends that the General Assembly, through its Main Committees, should consider
at its forty-second seSSlOIl the papp.r entitleJ "Some perspectives on the work of
the United Nations in the 1990s" included in the note by the Secretary-General on
f:he preparation of the next medium-term plan (A/42/512), together with a summary of
the preliminary views expressed by me nbers of CPC (h/42/16 (Part Il),
paras. 86-99), as pArt of the process of ensuring the full participation of Member
States in the preparation of the introduction to the next medium-term plan, as
mandated by the Assembly in resolution 41/213.

2. On 12 CXtober 1987 the C.halCman of the Fifth Committee addressed identical
letters, through the President of the General Assembly, to the chairmen of the
other Main ('oll1Tlittees transmitting the above-mentioned recommendation of CPC anli
indicating ~hat it would be appteciaten if the views which the Main Committees
might wish to express on the paper entitled "Some perspectives on the work of the
United Nationa in the 1990s" could be communicated to the Fifth Committee no later
than the first week of November 1987 in order to permit the Fifth Committee to take
those v iews fully into account.

3. Tbe follow inq repl ies have been received by the Chairman of the Fi fth
COITlT\ it te e.
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A. From the Chairman of the First Committee

"1 have the honour to refer to your letter, dated 12 October I f 87
requesting the First Committee to communicate to the Fifth Committee its views
on the paper entitled "Some perFpectives on the work of the Uni.ted Nations in
the 1990s", included in the note by the Sl::!cretary-General on the prepara tion
of the next medium-term plan (A/42/5l2), together with a summary of the
preliminary views expressed by members of CPC (A/42/l6 (~art 11),
paras. 86-99), as part of the process of ensuring the full particlpation of
Member States in the preparation of the introduction to the next medium-term
plan, as mandated by the Assembly in resolution ..1/213.

"I wi.sh to inform you that the content of the communication ::eceivPd from
you was brought to the attention of the First C0mmittee (A/C. 1//42/6) •

"In view of the impor .. :mce and sensitivl'..v of ".he subject-matter
involved, and due to the forthconing third special session of the General
As~embly devoted to disarmament ~hich is expected to set up further ~uidelines

in the field of disarmament, t~e Co~ittee is not, at this stage, in a position
to express definitive views. Further, the members of the Committee wOl,;ld likf'
to have more time at their disposal in order to give greater comdderation to
this issue and to consult t:--eir reflP-:.:tive capitals. It har. been agreed that
the Committee w~ 11 be in a bet\...,,~ position to assess the situ~tion more fully
at the forty-third session of the General Assembly next year."

B. from the Chairman of the Special Political Committee

"I have the hnnour to refer to your letter dated 12 Octoher 1987
(A/SPC/42/L.5) concerning programme fi.'.anning, in which you requested the vi(-lws
of the Specia 1 Pol itical CGl"'Imi.ltee (,n the Secretary-General' El suhmiss ion
entitled "Some perspectives on the work of the Unit.ed Nations in thE" 1990n"
included in this note on the preparation of the next medium-term plan
(A/42/5l2) •

"I wish to inform you that thi s matter was brought tn the ,1tt.f'ntinn or
the Special Political Conunittee at itEl c;t.h meeting, on 19 ~toher 19R7, with
the request that any members of the Committee wishing to express their vipwR
should do so by 4 November 1987. Suhsequently, the Committee concurred in the
request of some delegations to extF.!nd that deadl ine lInti 1 1.8 NovemhPr 1987.

"I have the honou r to t ran ami t to you the t\«) Gomnunicat ions which I have
received in that connection, namely, a letter date~ 11 November 1987 frr the
Permanent Representat ive of ~1 and to the United Nat ions, on bpha If of H.'
de.egations of Bulgaria, the Byeloru9sian Soviet Socialint. Rppub1ir.,
Czechoslo;.rakia, the German Democ rat h Repub1 ir, Hu ngary, Mongol j cl, Pol and,
Romania, the Ukrainii::tn Soviet Socii.ll ist RepuhUc, the Union of f,nvipt
~ocialist Republics and Viet Naml and a letter dilb.~ 1.8 Novpmber 1987 from tlw
Permanent Representative of Luatemala to the UnitF.!o Nation8, in his rapacity
as Chairman of the Group of 77. CJpjes ot the t\'oO cOlllT\unic;JtionB are llflrewith
attached for the attention of the Fifth CommiUf'e (Bf'f' A/SPC/42/I..2:.!)."
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C. From the Chairman of the Second Committee

"I have the honour to refer to your letter of 12 OCtober 1987 requesting
the views of the second Committee on the paper entitled "SOme perspectives on
th~ work of the United Nations in tne 19908", included in the note by the
Secretary-Gener6l on the preparation of the next medium-term plan (A/42/S12).

"Delegations welcomed the opportunity to comment on the paper submitted
by the Secretary-General, which was considered by the Second Co~'ttee at its
28th ~nd 29th meetings on 4 and 6 November 1967. The relevant summary records
of the Second Cc~ittee are contained in A/C.2/42/SR.28 and 29.

"In addition t~ the comments reflected in the summar ' records, it is the
understanding of the Second Committee that there will be ... further opportunity
for Member States to comment further on the paper, formally or informally, all
part of the con'lu1tative process in formulating the introduction to the next
medium-term plan called for in General Assembly resolution 4~/213."

D. From the Chairman of the Third Committee

"I have the honour to refer to your letter of 12 OCtober 1987 in which
you as~ed for the Third Committee's views on the paper entitled "Some
perspectives on the work of t~a United Nations in the 19908" included in the
note by the Secretary-General on the prepar~tion of the next medium-term plan
(A/42/512), together with a summary of the preliminary views expressed by
~embere of CPC (see A/42/16 (Part 11), paras. 86-99).

"In aocordanr:e with the Third Canmittee's deciRion you will find attached
a cO

f
Y of the Blatement read by the representative of Guatemala, in his

cape ity as Chairman of the Group of 77, and the summary record o[ thp.
40t.h meeting ot the Third eo"",ittee (see A/C.3/42/SR.40, paras. 29-53). Thp,p
waR general agreement in the Canmittee thtlt the note of the Secretary-General
(A/42/5l2) needed deeper study and it was felt that delegations could study it
and report back on it at the next session of the General Asspmbly."

E. From the Chairman of the Fburth Committee

"I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter datpd
12 L,'I"er 1987, in which you requested the views of the Fourth Committee on
t.he s~,_~(ltary-General's 8l1t'l1lission entitled "Some perspectives on the work of
the Untt~d Ndtions in the 199~B" included in his note on the preparation of
the m~J(t medlllm-term plan (A/42/512).

"At its 16th meeting on 20 October 1987, the Fourth Committee decided to
invl te members wishing to Auhnit their vleWR on the abov~ documentation to do
so in writing. I wish to inform you in that. connp.ction that I have receivf>d
two comnuniclltions, BUOOlitted in accotd"nce with that dec~sion: a letter
dat.ed 28 OCtober 1987 from the Permanent RepreaentaUvf> of Cuha to the Unit(,.d
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NationB and another letter, dated 30 October 1987, from the Permanent
Representative ol Ethiopia to the United Nations, in his capacity as Chairman
of the Special Committ~e en the Situation with regard to the !mplemental1on of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples. Copies of the two communications are herewith attached for the
attention of the Filth Comnittee [see annexes I and 11 respectively)."

F. From th~ Chairman of the Sixth Committee

"I have the honour to reler to your letter dated 12 October 1987
concerning agenda item 116 "Programne Plailnlng", i_il which you requestl!'d the
views of the Sixth Comnittee on the note entitled "Sone perspectives on the
work of the United Nations in the 19908" included in the note bl the
Secretary-General on the preparation of the next medium-term plan (A/42/5l2).

"I wish to inform you that this matter waR brought to the attention of
the Sixth Committ~e at a meeting on 27 OCtober 1987 and at the same me~tin1,

the text of your letter was commun ica tE'd to the chai rmen of the regional
groups of the Comnittee lor comments.

"I have the honour to transmit to you, with the conser". of the Sixth
Comnittee, the two communications which 1 have received in that connection,
namely, a letter dated 16 November 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Argentina to the United Nations, in his capacity as Chairman of the Group Of

Latin American and Caribbean States for the month of November 1987, and a
letter dated 20 November 1987 from the representative of the United State!; in
the Sixth Committee, in his capacity ~s Chairman of the Group of West~rn

European and Other States of the Sixth Committee. Copies of these two letters
are enc losed for the attention of the Fi fth Commi Uee [Ree ar.nexes 11 I and
IV J ."

/ ...
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Annex I

LETTER DA'l'ED 28 OC'roBER 1987 FROM THE PERMANENT UPRESENTATlVE
OF Clm,\ TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE

FOURTH COMMITTEE

(Or igina1: Span ish I

In accorl1a I,ce wi th your inst. ruct ions to the Fourth COmmi tt@e, dnd after
studying the not~ entitled lISome l'erspec~ives on the work of the United Nations in
the 1990s" (A/42/512\, we find that it does not contain any reference to the
decolonization procesB under the auspices of the Organization ne to the colonial
sit~ation still prevailing in some Territorie~ in various parts of the world.

The delegation 01 Cuba feels that this most important aspect of the work of
the United Nations should be reflected in the perspectives on the work of the
Organization in the 19905. From the d! DCussions in our Committee, we see that
deex>lonization is ~til1 moving slowly in some Territories, in others, such as
Namibia, the Sahara and the Malvinas, there is no certainty that the problem will
be settlen by the beginning of the decade, which is only two years away.
Furthermore, we cannot consider the wolk of deoolonization finished unti 1 ,-'very
Territory still uooer foreign domination achieves the status chosen by thE' IIlajority
of its population, without pressures of any kind.

In view of tde foregoing, we reiterate our belief that the general work of
neco1onization should be reflecten in the overall p_'ogramme of the Organ ization for
t.ne 1990s.

(Signert) Oscar ORAMAS OLIVA
Ambassador

Permanent Reprp.sent il:: i ve

/ ...
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Annex II--
LETTER DATED 30 OC'roBER 1987 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPOCIAL
COMMITTF.E ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO
COLONIAL COUNTRIES A~') PEOPLES ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF

THE FOURTH COMMITTEE

(Origina11 English]

In accordance with a decision taken by the Fourth Committee at its
16th meeting, on 20 october 1987, concerning the submission by the
8ecretary'-Gene r a1 entitled "Some perspectives on the work of the United Nations in
the 1990s" (A//42/S12), under agenda item 116, I wish, in my capacity aB Chairman
of the Special Cotmlittee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Delcaration on the Granti ng of Indepftndence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and,
on the basis of the consultations 1 held in that regard with Committee officers and
a number of other member s, to convey to you their eerious concern at the
conspicuous absence of any reference to the tasks remaining in the process of
decolonization from the issues that would likely require the attention of the
United Nations during the time frame of the next medium-term plan, 1990-1995.

The accomplishments or the past four decades in bringing the process of
deco1onization close~ to its completion cannot hide the fact that it is
nevertheless an important area where the United Nations will continue, under the
Charter, to bear a responsibility until all colonial Territories have been able
freely to determine their future status. Of the 19 remaining colonial Territories,
Namibia, for which the Unitfld Nations has accepted direct responsibility, contiJ1UeS
to be one of the most intract~ble problems confronting the Organization. Despite
the renewed efforts of tht, international conmunity, prolpects for the ill'l1\ediate
independenclit of the Terd t,')ry appear as remote as ev",. Unti 1 Namibia I. access ion
to independence, the United Nation. will continue to ba responsible for the
well-bei I"lCJ of the Namibian people, for the proviBion of mat.. ria 1 and other
3Qsistance to them and for supporting all aspects of their efforts towards
self-determination and independence.

With respect to other Trust and Non-Selt-Go~erningTerritories, the United
Nations organs concerned will continue to review the extent of compliance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter by Member States reaponaihle for their
administration and to fOllow closely deYelopment8 in those Territories with a view
to the full and speedy implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Cblonia 1 Countries and Peoples.

In order to enaure that due account is tak~n of the foregoing considerations
by the United Nation8 bodies concerned when they formulate the medium-term plan and
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that the nece.eary budgetary provi.iana are made for the continuing activities of
the Organization in the field of deooloni.ation, I would be grateful if the•• viewe
could be cOnlllunloated to the Chairman of the Filth eo_itt.. for the attention of
its member., for appropriate action.

(S igned) Te. f aye 'l'ADBSSE
Chairman

Special ~mitte. on the Situation
with regard to the I~plementation

of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to 00lonial

Countrie. and Peoples

/ ...
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Annex III

LETTER MTED 16 NOVD1BF.R 1987 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF ARGDIITINA 'ro THE UNITED NATIONS, CHAIRMAN OF '.1lIE GROUP OF
LATIN AMERICAN AND CAR'tBBEAi.~ RTATES, ADDRESSED 'ro THE CHAIRMAN

OF 'lliE S1X'Ill COMMITTEE

(Oriqina 11 Span ish)

I have the honour, in my capacity as Chdrrnan of the Group of Latin Amelican
and Caribbean State. for the month of November, to refer to the consultations
carried out with the various regional groups regarding the Secretary-C~neral's note
coroerning the preparation of the next medium-term plan (A/42/512).

On a preliminary basis and without prejudice to the views which Governments
may expre8s in the course of the consul tat ions wllich are to be held on thti BU bject
of the next plan, I wish to inform you that the Group of Latin American and
Caribbean States of the Sixth Committee believes that in this document the
reference to international law is quite inadequate. The Group believes that the
sixth Committee shvuld point out that the ondification and progressive development
of international law should be adequately included in the United Nations prog':"ammes
for the next medium-term plan.

(Signed) Marcelo E. R. DELPECH
Ambassador

Permanent Representative

/ ...
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Annex IV

LETTER DATED 20 NOVEMBER 1987 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF '1lIE
UNITED ST.\TES OF AMERICA, CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP OF WESTERN
EUROPEAN AND OTHER STATES OF '!lIE SIXTH COMMI'M'EE ADDRESSED

TO ITS CHAIRMAN

10riginall Englieh~

The western European and Other Statos of the SiAth Committee is not prepared
at this time to comment on the medium-term plan beyond noUng that it attaches
cuntinuina importance to the timely publication of important documents of
particular interest, including: the Juridical Yebrbook, the ~epertory and
Repertoire and the united Nations Treaty Sed~s.

(Si9ned) Robett ~OSENSTOCK

Chairman, western European and
Other StateD of the RiKth Committee


