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t. IN'l'HODUCTION

1. At its 3rd plenary Neetinq, on 18 Soptember 1987, the Gonoral Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Ge"ert11 Committee, dor:idl:ld to includo in itl.] aqenda the item
entitled "Human r iqhi:.fl and ndllntl fie Illld technolnqlc£ll dovolopment9: raport of
the Docrotary-Gonoral" and to alloclltt'l it to the Third Committee.

2. 'l'ho Third COillJni.ttIH~ (,'olloiderod tho item jointly with items C18, 100, 101, 102,
106 and 107 at ita '3'Hh to 4lt1t, 4lrcl, 4&th and 51nt to 'i3rd meetings, from 9 tC)

and 18 to 20 Novemher 1987. An urmount of tho Comm1t.teo'r; discussion io contain, I

in the relevdnt uummary recorde (A/C.l/42/nH.19-41, 4], 46 and 51-53).

1. For ita conflich~rilt.i.()n of tho itom, the Committou had hofon-~ ita

(a) Heport of the I':conomic Hnd Racial COllnci 1, chapter V, section A
(A/42/3), .!I

(b) Human rightn ilnd f1cicmti fie ;~nd tachnoloqieal dovelopmentfl: report of
the Secretary-General (A/42/192 and Add.l and 2).

4. At the 39th mee~inq, on 9 Novomber, the tlndor-S(!crotary-GenC'rlll for Human
Highto made an introductory fltatHlnent.

1/ To he issued as Official '{~cords of the Gene.:al Assembly, Forty-eeC':ond
Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/42/3).
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rI. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Draft resolution A/C.3/42/t.53

5. At the 5lat meeting, 0:1 18 November, tho representative of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland introduced a draft ro~olution (A!C.3/42/L.51)
entitled "Implications of scientific I\nd technclogical developments for human
rights", on behalf of Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, c8to d'lv01r.8, Fiji, Italy,
~ toooo, the Netherlanda, Norway, Samoa, Singapore, Sweden and the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

6. At its 53rd meeting, on 20 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.3/42/L.S3 without a vote (see para. 13, draft reaolution I) •

B. Draf.t resolution A/C.l/42!L.58

7. At the 52nd meeting, on 19 November, the reprenentative of the Union of. Soviet
Sociali9t Repuhlics introduced a draft resolution (A/C.3/42/L.58) entitled "Human
rights and use of scienti fic and technological developments", spondored by
Afgh!Eistan, Angola, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Rocialist Republic, Cubs c
Czeohoalovakiac Democratic Yomen c F~hiopia, thu Gerlnan nemocra~ic Republic,
Hungary, I.I1o People' e Democratio R0l'uhlic c the Libyan Arah .ramahi riyac Mongolia c
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Poland, Romania ( the Syrian Arab RePllblic c the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist RepubUc c the union of Soviet Socialist Repuhlica and Viet Nam.

8. At its 5Jrd meeti~g, on 20 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.3/42/L.58 by a recorded vote of 103 to 10, with 15 abotontions (see para. 13,
draft resolution 11). The voting was as followsa

1n favours Afqhaniatan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Ill.o.'lqladesh,
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bru~ei

Oarussalam, Bulqaria, Bur~ina Faso, Burma, Burundi, b~elorussian

Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Central African Repuhlic,
Chad, China, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, C8t~ d'Ivoira, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Domocratic Yemen, Djibouti, nominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, German Democr,tic Republic, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesid, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People'G Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liheria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niqer, Niqerta,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraqu~~, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
~ingapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian
Arab Republic, Toga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uqanda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab RmirateA, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia.
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Belgium, France, Germany, Fedaral Republic of, Israel, Italy,
NetheElands, Papua New Guine~, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Irelan~, United States of America.

Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Iceland,
!reland, ,l",pan, Luxembour'J"'New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey.

9. After the adoption of tho draft Lesolution, statements were made by the
repre,entativea of Sweden and Japan (see A/C.J/42/SR.S4).

C. ~.!! resolution A/~. 3/42/L. 59

10. At the 52nd meeting, the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Sooialist
Republic introduoed a draft resolution (A/C.3/42/L.59) entitled "Human rights and
loientific and technologioal developments", sponsored by Afghanistan, Algeria,
An ola Ar entina Ban ladesh Benin Bolivia eul aria Burkina Paso the
Bv.1oru.lian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Costa Rica, te d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cxprus, Czeohoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, the ~man Democratio Republic, HungarYt
the Lao People's D&moorat~c Republic, the LibYan Arftb Jamahirixa, Madagascar, Mal,
Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, poland, Romania, Sierra
Leone, the Syrian Arab Repuhlic r the Ukraini~n Soviet Sooialist Republio, the Union
of Soviet aooialist Republics, Viet Nam and Zambia.

11. At its S3rd meeting, the COmmittee adopted draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.S9 by a
recorded vote of 108 to none, with 2S ahstentions (see para. 13, draft
r••olution Ill). The vnting was as follows.

In favour, Afghaniotan, Algeria, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Benin, Bhu~an, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darusoalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Paso, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Central Afrioan Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cate d'Ivoire,
C'~ba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampochea, Democratic
Yemen, Djibouti, Dominj,can. Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indon~sia, Iran
(IRlamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic RepUblic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan
Arab J&Imahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania t Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Soma~ia, Srt. Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, SW8ziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Tr!ni~ad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet
Nam, Yemen, YU90s1avia, Zaire, Zambia.
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Against, None.

Abstaining, Australia, AURtria, Belgium, Cana~a, Denmark, Pinland, Prance,
Germany, rederal Republic of, Greece, Icelan~, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlan~s. New Zealan~, Norway, Papua
New Guinea, Portuqal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Unite~ Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

12. After the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of Japan made a
statement (see A/C.3/42/SR.54).

111. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

13. The Third Committee reco~uends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions,

DNAP'!' RESOLUTION I

Implications of scientific and technological developments
for ,luman rights

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 33/53 of 14 Decemb~r 1978, in which it requested
the COmmission on Human Rights tu urge the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to un~ertake, as a matter of
priority, a study of the question of the protection of those detained on the
grounds of mental ill-health, with a view to formulating guidelines,

Mindful of the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of
health personnel, particularly physicians. in the protection of prisoners and
detainees against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradi~g treatment or
punishment, 11

Recallins also its resolution 41/114 of 4 December 1986, in which it
again urged the COmmission on Human Rights and the Sub-COmmission to expedite
their consideration of this question, so that the Commission could submit its
views and recommendations, inclUding 8 draft body of guidelines, principles
and guarantees, to the General Assembly at its forty-third session, through
the Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming Commission on Human Rights resolution 1986/12 of
10 March 1986,

1I Resolution 37/194, annex.
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Taking note of Sub-Commission resolution 1987/22 Of 3 Sept\mber 1987,

Expressing deep concern at the repeated evidence of the misuse of
psychiatry to detain persons on non-medical grounds, as refle~t~ in the
report of the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission, .~

Reaffirming its cOilvioUon that detention of persons in mental
institutions on aooount of their politioal views or on ot.her non-medioal
grounds is a violation of their human rights,

Noting that, because the Working Group of the Sub-eo~mission has made
only limited progress so far, the Sub-COmmission is still far from oonoluding
its oonsideration of the draft body of guidelines, principles and guarantees,

1. Aga!n urges the Commission on Human Rights and, through it, the
Sub-commisslon on Prevention of Disorimination and Proteotion of Minoritieq to
expedite their oonsideration of the draft body of ~uidellnes, principles and
guarantnes, so that the Commissio,~ can submit its views a':'\d reoommendations,
inoluding a dr&ft body of guidelines, prinoiples &nd guaranteed, to the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session, through the Economio and Social
Counoil,

2. Invites the Commission on Human Rights at its forty-fourth ses~ion

to oonsider the question of the emphasis to be attached to the Working Group,
in the light of the Sub-Commission's disoussio~ at its thirty-ninth Bes8i~n.

DRAFT RESOLUTION 11

Human rights and use of scientific and technological developm~n~!

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the determination of the peoples of the United Nations to
save suoceeding generations from the scourge of war, to reaffirm faith An the
dignity and worth of the hu~an person, to maintain international peace and
security and to develop friendly relations among peoples and international
co-operation in promoting and enoouraging univ~rsal r~8pect for human ~ig~ts

and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, !I the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
RightB iI and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ~

11 E/CN.4/Sub.2/1~83/l7.

~ Resolution 217 A (Ill).

~ See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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ReoalUng further the Deolaration on the Strengthening of International
seouritY;=!I the Deolaration on the Use of Soientifio and Teohnologioal
Progress in the Intere~ts of Peaoe and for the Benefit of Mankind, 11 and the
Deolaration on the Ri9ht of P&oples to Peaoe, 11 as well as other relevant
resolutions and deoisions of the United Nations,

Bearing I.I~ mind that, in its resolution 38/75 of 15 Decamber 1983, the
General Assembly resolutely, unoonditionally and foT. all time condemned
nu,'lear war as being oontrary to human oonsoienoe and reason, as the IhOst
monstrous crime a9ainst peoples and as a violation of the foremost human
right - the ri9ht to life,

Recalling its resolutions 37/189 A of 18 Deoember 1982, 38/113 of
16 Deoember 1983, 39/134 of 14 Deoember 1984, 40/111 of 13 Deoember 1985 and
41/113 of 4 Deoember 1986,

Taking note with appreoiation of Commi~sion on Human Rights resolutions
1982/7 of 19 February 1982, !I 1983/43 of 9 Maroh 1983, 1!1 1984/28 of
12 Maroh 1984, !!I 1986/10 of 10 March 1986 JlI and 1986/29 of
11 March 1986, ~

Consoious that the widening availability of technol09Y and scientific and
technioal advanoes, bringing new possibilities for peacefUl and produotive
enterprise, open new perspeotives for the progress of civilization and provide
increasing opportunities to better the conditions of life of peoples and
nations, but at the SAme time, present new dangers, if used for the oreation
of new types of deadly weapons, which already are able to transfnrm an armed
confiot from human tragedy ~o human annihilation,

Conscious that, while it is only the oreative genius of man that makes
progress and the development of civilization possible in a peaceful
environment, human life must be reoognized as supreme,

!I Resolution 2734 (XXV).

11 Resolution 3384 (XXX).

!I Resolution 39/11, annex.

!I See Official Records of the Economic and Social Counoil, 1982, SUpplement
No. 2 (E/1982/12 and COI'r.l), chap. XXVI, sect. A.

!91 ~., .!ill, Supplement ~...2 (E/1983/1J and Ccrr~l), chap. XXVII,
sect. A.

!!I .!!?!!!. , 1984, Supplement No. 4 (E/1984/14 and Corr.l), chap. n, sect. A.

ill ~., 1986, Supplement No. 2 (E/1986/22), chap. n, sect. A.
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Convinoed that all the rights and freedoms, as well as all the material
goods and spiritual wealth that both man and nations possess, have a aommon
foundation - the right to life, freedom, peace and aspiration for happiness,

1. Reaffirms that all peoples and all individuals have an inherent
right to l~~hat the safeguarding of this cardinal right is an essential
oondition for the enjoyment of the entire range of eco~omic, social and
oultural, 86 well as civil and political, rights,

2. Stresses once aQain the urgent need for the international community
to make e~ery effort to strengthen peace, remove the growing threat of war,
particularly nuclear war, halt the arms race and achieve general and complete
di8a~mamant under effective international control and prevent violations of
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations regarding the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of States and the self-determination of peoples,
thus contributing to ensuring the right to life,

3. Str~sses further the foremclst importance of the implementation of
praotioal measures of disatrnament to bring an end to the waste of valuable
resources an~ to streamline the~ to fight economio backwardness and poverty
and to accelerate social and 9CoJlomic progress, particularly for the benefit
of developing oountries,

4. Calls ~n atl States, appropriate United Nations organs,
specializ&d ag9ncies p.,d intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
conoerned to take thEI necessaty measures to ensure that the results of
scientific and technological progress, the material and intellectual potential
of mankind, are used to solve global problems exclusively in the interests of
international peace, for tha benefit of mankind and for promoting and
encouraging universal respect for human rights and fundam8ntal freedomsl

S. Stresses that a world without nuclear weapons and violence would
open vast opportunities for the joint efforts of all nations aimed at Bolv1ng
urgent humanitarian problems and at co-operating in the areas of science,
education, medicine, arts and others, thus guaranteeing the necessary
conditions for the harmonious development of the individual,

6. Again calls upgn all States that have not yet done so to take
effective measucfts with a view to prohibiting, in accordance with the
International COvenant on Civil and political Rights, any propaganda for war,
in particular tne formulation, propounding and dissemination of ant propaganda
for doctrines and concepts aimed at unleashing nuclear war,

7. Looks forward to further effort~ by the Commission on Human Rights
with a view to ensure the inherent right of all peoples and all individuals to
life,

8. Decides to consider this question at its forty-third session under
the item entitled "Human rights and &cientific and technological developments".

/ ...
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DRAFT RESOLUTION III

Human rights and scientific and technological_developments

The General Assembly,

Noting that soience and technological progress is one of the decisive
factors in the development of human society,

Recalling once again the great importance of the Declaration on the Use
of Scientific and Technological Progress i~ the Interests of Peace and for the
Benefit of Mank".nd, adopted by th€ General Assembly in its resolution
3384 (XXX) of 10 November 1975,

Consideri~ that the implementation of the Declaration will contribute to
the strengthening of international peace and security of peoples and to their
economic and social development, as well as to international co-operation in
the field of human riqhts,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Declaration on Social
Progress and Development, 11/

Realizing that the science and technology 0f our times create
possibilities for providing an abundance of wealth on Earth and establishing
material conditions for the prosperity of society as well as the all-round
development of every person,

Seriously concerned that the results of scientific and technological
progress could be used for the arms race and development of new types of
weapons to the detriment of international peace and security and social
progress, human rights and fundamental freedoms and the dignity of the human
person,

Emphasizing the growing importance of intellectual work, of interaction
between science, technology and society and the humanistic, moral and ethical
orientation of science and of scientific and technological proqrees,

convinced that in the era of modern scientific and technologial progress
the resources of mankind and the activities of scientists should be used for
the peacefUl economic, social and cultural development of countri.es and for
the improvement of the living standards of all people,

Recognizing that the establishment of the new internativnal economic
order calls in particular for an important contribution to be made by science
and technology to economic and social progress,

111 Resolution 2542 (XXIV).
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Bearinq in mint1 r~-tat t.he exchange and transfer uf scient! He and
technoloqiGal knowledqo is on.' of tho imlxu'tant ways to accolorab~ the Docial
and economic developmont of tho dovolopinq cauntl'iea,

NotiruJ with natiBfaction the rcport of the Secretary-Genoral on human
Lights and scientific and technoloqical uevolopments, .!i/

1. Stresses the importance of the implementation hy all States of tho
provisions and principlos contained in the Declaration on the Use of
Scienti fie and Technological P["oqrella in the lntetests of Peace and rot: thn
Benefit 0: Mankind in order to pl'omote human rights and fundamental £1'OOdOl081

2. Calls upon all Stat,oa h, make every effort to uso tho achievemotlt!'l
of science and technol()q~ in order to pl'omote peaceful 90cial, economic and
cultural development and progress and t~ put atl end to the use of theno
achievements for military purl>oSOSI

'l. Also ca] ls upon states to take all necessary measures in or,ll'r thllt­
i\ll thl~ achievements of science and t";lchnoloqy be placed at the sorvlcp of
mankind and do not lead t.o the degradation of the natural environmont,

4. Requests the spocialized aqnncieli and other organizations of the
United Nations system to take into account in their programmes and activitieu
the provisions of the Declarationl

'l. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to continue to give special
attention, in its consideration of the itom nntitled "Hu~Qn riqhto and
Relont! fk and technological developments", to the question of the
implementation of the provisions of the Declaration,

6. Tnvitefl the Commission on Human Rights to take apprvpriat,~ meaOU[U9
and to assist. t.he gull-Commission on 'Provention of Diocrimi.nation and
Protection of Minorities in preparing the study rp.queatec1 by the CommiflBi,ofl in
its r~solutions 1982/4 of 19 ~ebruary 1982, ~/ 1984/29 of 12 March 1984 11/
and 1986/11. of 10 March 1986, 12./

7. ()ecide9 to includl" in the provisional agenda of it~ forty-third
nosnion thp. item entitl~d "Human rights and scientific anrl technolo'1ical
developm~ntH".

~/ A/42/192 and Add.l ;md 2.


