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Since I am at present unwell and must therefore, with very great regret.
forgQ attending the General Assembly to make my statement, I am transmitting
to yQU herewith the text of the statement and would request you to have it
circulated to the delegatiQns of States Members of our august OrganizatiQn on
7 October 1992 as an Qfficial dQcument of the General Assembly under agenda
item 123.

(Signed) NQrodom SIHANOUK
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STATEMENT BY H.R.H. PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK, HEAD OF STATE
AND PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CAMBODIA,
TO THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS

FORTY-SEVENTH SESSION

Mr. President,

It is a real pleasure for me to begin my statement by offering you my
warmest congratulations on your unanimous election to your office to guide the
work of the General Assembly during the current session. Your election is a
well-deserved tribute to your firm commitment and that of the people of
Bulgaria to democracy, freedom and peace. In the current international
situation, dominated as it is by the struggle for the attainment of those
noble ideals, the work of our august Assembly under your presidency cannot
fail to be crowned with success.

I should like to pay a sincere and warm tribute to His Excellency
Mr. Samir S. Shihabi, who with his tact, dynamism and diplomatic experience
successfully guided the work of the General Assembly at its forty-sixth
session.

Mr. Secretary-General,

In nine months of untiring activity during your important, difficult and
delicate missions, you have demonstrated in a remarkable manner that you have
the vision and the pragmatism which the United Nations needs in these
complicated times, now and in the future, as your illustrious predecessor,
His Excellency Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, so rightly said. Your initiatives
and actions in the many areas in which the United Nations is discharging its
mandate and the analyses and proposals set forth in your brilliant report
entitled "Agenda for peace" testify to this. In partiCUlar, in connection
with the implementation of the Peace Agreements in Cambodia, you have always
expressed sentiments of sincere and solid friendship towards my country and my
people and firm support for the cause of peace in independence, democracy and
territorial integrity. Cambodia and its people express their profound
admiration and gratitUde to you, as well as their firm support for your noble
efforts to safeguard international peace and security on the basis of the
Charter of the United Nations, which has lost none of its force and
relevance. The fact that 13 new Member States were admitted to membership in
the United Nations this year confirms this. On behalf of the Supreme National
Council of Cambodia, I am happy to extend a heartfelt welcome to all these new
Members and to declare that Cambodia and its people are committed to
establishing and maintaining good relations with them in all areas •
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Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

After two decades of unspeakable suffering and misery resulting from two
long wars (1970-1975, 1979 and 1990) and a tragic intervening period, my
little country, Cambodia, a full Member of the United Nations since 1955, is
at last finding peace once again in freedom and national unity. This peace
for which the Cambodian people have so yearned was established by the Paris
Agreements of 23 October 1991. It is the culmination of the noble efforts
made by the United Nations and its Secretary-General, His Excellency
Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, by the Governments of friendly countries, in
particular France and its President, His Excellency Mr. Fran90is Mitterrand,
and Minister of State and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ro1and Dumas,
Indonesia and its President, His Excellency Mr. Soeharto, and Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ali Alatas, the other States of the Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Australia, Japan, the People's Republic of
China and other friendly countries and Governments.

Following the signature at Paris on 23 October 1991 of the Paris
Agreements relating to my country, the United Nations and its emi.nent
Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, nobly and
generously decided to send to Cambodia a large number of peace-keeping forces
and key personnel to help the Cambodian people to provide the best
administration for their homeland, manage its affairs in all areas correctly
and work successfully towards the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the
country. This United Nations operation is unprecedented in its scope,
involving as it does a huge i~vestment in terms of both human and material and
financial, as well as other resources.

My people and I express to them our deepest gratitude and admiration.

We know that the international press and various international circles
have for some time now spoken of a "bad situation" in Cambodia and even of
setbacks in the implementation "in the field" of the Paris Agreements of
23 October 1991.

It is, of course, true that, if in a given country one seeks above all to
emphasize the imperfections of its regime and to bring out only the negative
aspects of its situation, one can always demonstrate that the country is
seriously "sick" and that those responsible for its national affairs are to
blame.

It is thus easy, in the case of Cambodia, to regard it, once again, as
"incurably sick".

The reality, however, does not altogether correspond to such a
pessimistic description.
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In the first place, mention should be made of the impressive and
effective work of His Excellency Mr. Yasushi Akashi, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General of our august Organization, and of his
collaborators in UNTAC, both men and women, civilian and military, at all
levels, in all sectors and in all cities and provinces of Cambodia, with the
valuable cooperation of the representatives of the five permanent members of
the Security Council, of Indonesia, Japan, Australia, Germany, Thailand and
other countries, and the many forms of assistance provided by various
organizations, associations, humanitarian aid agencies and other bodies.

There is close and fruitful cooperation between the Supreme National
Council (SNC) of Cambodia and the United Nations Transitional Authority in
Cambodia (UNTAC). All the proposals, decisions and plans proposed by His
Excellency Mr. Yasushi Akashi on behalf of UNTAC have been adopted by me on
behalf of SNC and subsequently implemented.

Unfortunately, there have been a few violations of the cease-fire, acts
of banditry and some cases of murder, but, on the whole, peace throughout the
Khmer land is no less real and there is no prospect of a return to war in
Cambodia. Thus, for several months now, we have witnessed an unprecedented
development of tourism and of the market economy, including an increase in the
number of airlines linking Cambodia to the outside world and of movements by
foreign ships in out of the ports of Sihanoukville and Phnom Penh, and an
increase in investments by several countries in various sectors of the economy.

As far as the rehabilitation of my people and the reconstruction of my
country are concerned, I have had the privilege, during these 11 months, of
inaugurating a considerable number of primary, middle and secondary schools
and institutes, hospitals, infirmaries, surgical units, centres for aid to the
handicapped, maternity clinics, paediatric units, orphanages, roads, bridges,
reservoirs to supply water for the cultivation of rice, and so on. This is
evidence of the progress achieved as a result of the restoration of peace, the
efforts and sacrifices of the Cambodians and the generous and very friendly
assistance provided by affluent countries and peoples and by associations or
humanitarian aid groups, to which I wish once again to pay a warm tribute.

* * *
Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The members of SNC and of the pOlitical parties in my country have
unanimously decided to make Cambodia a liberal democracy with a pluralistic
political system and a free press (inclUding a free non-Cambodian press), a
market economy and free enterprise, and recognition and respect for all
accepted world religions and for the beliefs of the various ethnic groups in
Cambodia.
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At the present time, apart from the four major parties whose leaders are
members of the Supreme National Council (SNC), a dozen other political parties
have emerged, as well as a number of a~sociations for the protection of the
human rights and freedoms of Cambodia's citizens, both men and women.

From the age of 18, my compatriots of both sexes, including the military
and members of religious orders, have the right to vote. From the age of 21.
they have the right to stand for parliament.

As for human rights. SNC has signed six conventions in this area, namely
those relating to fundamental freedoms, universal human rights, the
prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, the
rights of the child, and the status of refugees.

We have already released all prisoners of conscience, political prisoners
and prisoners of war. We have released, and will continue to release,
ordinary criminals who have not committed unpardonable offences and whose
conduct in prison has been good.

In this connection, I should like, in particular, to thank the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for its crucial support of my
actions. Moreover. my cooperation with Amnesty International is well
established and effective. I should also like to thank the people of Cambodia
for their good will.

The repatriation of my compatriots who are refugees in Thailand and
elsewhere is taking place smoothly. and they are being reintegrated into
Cambodian society in their homeland with the extremely dedicated help of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and her dedicated
representative, Mr. Sergio Vieira de Me11o. together with his admirable team,
and the active support of the Cambodian Red Cross, Cambodian government
agencies and foreign humanitarian assistance agencies and groups, to whom I
once again pay a tribute. Foreign assistance for the rehabilitation of the
Cambodian people and the reconstruction of Cambodia is increasing even as the
number of embassies and other diplomatic posts in Cambodia grows.

The Tokyo Ministerial Conference on the Rehabilitation and Reconstruction
of Cambodia is providing US$ 880 million for this noble purpose, as compared
with the anticipated $600 million, offering eloquent testimony not only to the
exceptional goodwill and generosity of donor countries and agencies but also
to their confidence in Cambodia's current situation and future.

I have also had the honour, on behalf of the SNC, to sign assistance
agreements with France, the United States of America, Japan, the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), UNESCO, other friendly countries and
international agencies, agreements which are of importance to my country, our
nation. our people and the leadership of the Cambodian factions that have
agreed to implement all provisions of the Paris Agreements of 23 October 1991.
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However, as they say, every rose has its thorns. The position adopted by
one of the Cambodian factions is increasingly disturbing in the light of the
interpretation given by UNTAC to certain paragraphs or points of the Paris
Agreements, as is this faction's refusal, and its explanations thereof, to
join the other factions in implementing the Agreements.

In this connection, His Excellency Mr. Yasushi Akashi has continued to
report on the matter to His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, our
illustrious Secretary-General, who is sure to bring the matter before the
Security Council of our august Organization in due course.

For my part, since resuming the leadership of the Khmer State and the
Cambodian nation, I have continued actively to serve the cause of national
reconciliation and to give my full support to all decisions taken in the
context of the Paris Agreements by the United Nations, its Secretary-General,
His Excellency Mr. Akashi and UNTAC for the good of my people and my homeland.

In my capacity as legal Head of the Cambodian State and President of the
Supreme National Council of Cambodia, I support and shall support all
decisions concerning my country taken by the General Assembly, the Security
Council or the Secretary-General of the United Nations, hoping meanwhile that
things will be done calmly and with typical Cambodian patience rather than
with impatience, which runs counter to the somewhat stoic philosophy of the
Khmer people.

." ." ."

Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In this final decade of our century, we all live in a world marked by
profound change. From the ashes of the cold war is emerging a new order whose
outlines, not to mention its structures, cannot yet be fully discerned. The
terms of our global equation have been changed, leading to new definitions of
friendship and alliances, cooperation and economic relations, geopolitical
interests. A global balance has yet to be struck, for today's world is no
less unstable than yesterday's.

An initial and happy discovery is that the collapse of ideological
barriers, which brought the bipolar world to an end, has made it possible to
replace confrontation with negotiation, to solve certain world problems and to
glimpse the beginnings of solutions to others.

In the Middle East, the negotiation process has managed to overcome
intransigence and confrontation. The talks taking place among all the parties
concerned lead one to hope that, on the basis of Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973), they will culminate in a general settlement of the
problem of the Middle East, the crux of which is the problem of Palestine, a
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settlement that will guarantee the rights of all States and peoples of the
region, including Palestine and Israel, to live in peace and stability within
their universally recognized borders.

In South Africa, the Boipatong and Ciskei massacres have been universally
condemned. The South African Government must take the necessary steps to put
an end to all acts of violence and intimidation so that the negotiation
process may continue within the framework of the Convention for a Democratic
South Africa (CODESA), which has as its objective the elimination of apartheid
and the establishment of a democratic, non-racial and united South Africa.

In Korea, the wise and patriotic proposals of President Kim Il Sung have
led to talks and meetings at various levels between the two Korean parties,
which have resulted in the launching of cooperation and understanding that are
certain to further the peaceful and independent reunification of the Korean
homeland. We can only encourage this process.

Yet, even as these conflicts abate, new ones, no less bloody and complex,
are emerging, brought on by the very crumbling of the old order.

In particular, the long and bloody tragedy which continues to ravage the
peoples of the former federated States of the now riven Yugoslavia causes us
Cambodians moral and psychic grief, for we have always been close to them and
have ourselves endured, for more than two decades, similar misfortunes and
suffering. From the bottom of our hearts we hope that equitable solutions may
be swiftly found and that a new era of understanding an~mutual respect for
the right of each people ~o determine its own destiny may dawn at last.

Elsewhere, the vanishing of the bipolar world has brought to the
forefront global problems which continue to threaten the peace, security,
equilibrium and well-being of our planet. These include the equitable
development of the world economy in order to eliminate the ever-widening gap
between the North and the South; the famine which continues to rage cruelly in
several parts of the world; endless flows of refugees; the environment; drugs;
and diseases such as ~IDS •..

The terrible famine which is afflicting the Somali people offers a
striking example of a problem that can be alleviated only through generous
international solidarity, while the assistance of the international community
will also be required to extinguish the civil war which is its cause and is
devastating the country. With the end of bipo1arization, international
cooperation has become the key to solving all world problems. More than ever
before, in such an interdependent world, this cooperation will be productive
only if it is based on the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Be they large or small, strong or weak, rich or poor, all States are
sovereign, all countries and peoples h~ve the right to enjoy a secure future
in conditions of freedom, equality, social justice and full respect for human
rights, and to benefit from scientific and technological progress within the
framework of equitable global economic development that benefits everyone,
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West and East as well as North and South. These are the vital underpinnings
of the maintenance and strengthening of regional and international peace,
security and stability. Nowhere but in the United Nations can such
international cooperation be exercised fully. The United Nations is the world
Organization which serves peace and development, and is thus an indispensable
institution in the search for solutions to world problems.

We are delighted to see the United Nations more active than ever and its
areas of endeavour more numerous and vast. Never since its creation has it
been given so many mandates to administer peace-keeping operations on all
continents.

The international conferences organized by the United Nations, at which
our planet's global problems are debated, constitute the best forums for the
search for global solutions.

The "Earth Summit", held recently at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is one
example. While it is unfortunate that no timetable for action was defined and
no commitment was secured for the financing of Agenda 21, the Conference
nevertheless had the merit of highlighting the vital importance of the
environment for mankind and stressing the need for everyone to work to create
a new, more equitable international order.

It is in this spirit that we welcome the convening of a world summit for
social development and the proposal by the Secretary-General to convene an
international conference on the financing of development. Likewise, we hope
that the World Conference on Human Rights, to be held next year, and the
International Conference on Population and Development, to be held in 1994,
will help to find solutions to problems which challenge all mankind.

Surely. all these activities, which have expanded considerably since the
end of the cold war, place a heavy burden on the current structures and
capacity of the United Nations. Yet we place our full confidence in our
Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, who in his
remarkable report on the work of the Organization has pledged that "a
fundamental renewal of the United Nations will be complete by the time it
marks its first half-century of existence".

Cambodia, a small State and a poor one because of 20 years of war and
upheaval, has no other recourse but the United Nations and no other support
and consolation but its Charter.

I thank you for your kind attention.

I

I
~

r
i
1
~

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library




