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PROPOSED PROGRAMME r.UDGE'l' mR 'I'HE BIENNl UM 1988-1989

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UECLARATION OF THE INDIAN OCEAN
AS A ZONE OF PEACE: REPORT OF THF~ !)D 1I0C COMMI'rTEE

ON THE INDIAN OCEAN

Prog r amme budget. impl ic:tt ions of the~::l£t resolut ion
cont ..,ined in document A/42129

Observations ~ubmitted by the Committee on Conferences
pursuant to paragraph 6 of resolution 35/10 A

1. In accordance with paragraph 6 of resolution 35/10 A, by which the General
Assembly decided that all proposals affecting the scheoule of conferences and
meetings made at sessions of the General Assembly should be reviewed by the
Committee on Conferences when administrative implications are being conRidered
undor the requirements of rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the Assembly, the
Committee on Conferences met to review the conference-servicing \mplications of the
draft resolution ~,ntained in document A/42/29.

2. Under the terms of operative paragraphs 4, ~ and 13 of the draft resolution
contained in document A/42/29, the General Assembly would:

(a) RenEW the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee as defined in the relevant
resolutions and request the Committee to intensify its work with rngard to the
implementation of its mandata,

(b) Request the Ad Hoc Committee to hold three preparatory sessions in lQ8B,
each of a duration of one week, one session of which could he held at Colombo in
accordance with a decision to be taken by the AI,;, 1I0c Committee at its first session
in 1988,
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le) Request the Secretary-Goneral to continue to render all ~ecessary

assistance to the Ad Hoc Committee, including the provl~ion of summary records, in
recognition of its preparatory function, as well as verb~tim transcripts for a
pOREible meeting at Colombo.

3. The Committee was informed that it was the understanding of the
Secretary-General that, should the Ad Hoc Committee decide to accept the offer of
the Government of Sri Lanka to hold one seslion at Colombo, the hOlt Government
would defray the actual ad~itional costs directly or indirectly involved in meeting
3t Colombo rather than New York in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 5 of
General AAsembly resolution 40/243, ~ection I.

4. The Committee was also informed that a statement of the rel~t.d programme
budget implications was submitted to the first ~ommittee during ita con~ideration

of this matter in document ~/C.l/42/L.80. A further statement was submitted to the
Fifth Committee in document A/C. 5/42/44.

S. 'rhe matter was brought to the att~ntion of the Committee on Conferences
because of the request of t~e ~£ Committee tor verbatim transcripts for the
possiblo meeting at Colombo. Under the terms of General Assembly resolution
41/177 D, the Ad Hoc Committee is entitled to receive Gummary records. In
paragraph 9 of its resolution 37/14 C, the Assembly deciJed that subsidilry organs
entitled to written meeting records shOUld receive thom when meeting away from
recognized United N~tiona conference centres only when there wae a specific
d-.ciaiun by the Gen~r~l Assembly for each case. Should the Ad Hoc Committee decide
to hold one session at Colombo, therefore, the General Assembly would have to
sp~cifically authorize the Ad Hoc Committee to receive written meeting records for
that session and explicitly decide that such records should be in verbatim, rather
than summary form.

~. At the outaet, tho Secretariat expl~ined the differences between summary and
verbatim recorus, and it was made clear that the Ad Hoc Committee would require
official verbatim records in all languages in respect of its meeting in Colombo,
should it decide to go ~np.re Th\ Secretariat explained further that this would be
~ cost-saving move, in that only seven staff, that is, six verbatim monitvrs and a
sound technician, would need to be sent to Colombo to help prepare the records in
ddv~nce. The records could then be produced in full ~t Headquarters later by
permanent staff.

7 1n respon~e to a ~ueation from a delegation, the Secretariat replied th~t if
:-ll2£ Committee had requested summary records to be produced on site du~in9

.. "~'oposed meeting, some 68 staff members would have had to be sent, at
·.·.i .. :·!spondingly greater expensl!. In respoMe to another question, the ::;ecretar iat
~lR~ stated that every effort was being made to utilize effectively the reGources
made availahle to the Ad Hoc Committee.

8. A!tqr a short discussion, the Committee agreed to recommend to the Gene[~l

~sr.cmbly that, in the event that the ~d Hoc Committee accepted the invitation from
tne Government of Sri Lanka to meet ir Colombo, the difference in the cost of
holding the m~eti"q in Colombo as opposed to New York would be met by the
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Govornment of Sri Lanka, and secondly, th~t the Ad Hoc CommittDe's request for
officiul meeting records for its Colombo mOQting, should it decide to go there,
should be granted on the underDtanding that these woulJ bo pruducod at Headquartors
~ft8r tho session by permanent staff as official verbatim records of the Ad Hoc
Committeo.


