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agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not o
b ., yet been agreed upon by the parties.
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Members of the United Nations
(As of May 1992)
Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission Country Date of Admission
Afghanistan 19 Nov. 1946 Brunei Darussalam 21 Sep. 1984 Denmark 24 Oct. 1945 Guinea-Bissau 17 Sep. 1974 Lebanon 24 Oct. 1945 Nepal 14 Dec. 1955 Saint Vincent and the Togo 20 Sep. 1960
Albania 14 Dec. 1955 Buliario 14 Dec. 1955 Djibouti 20 Sep. 1977 Guyana 20 Sep. 1962 IL.el:otho 127rfj)ct. }gié methezrlonldsd 120 Dec. 1945 Grenadines 16 Sep. 1980 Trinidad and Tobago 18 Sep. 1962
Algeria 8 Oct. 1962 Burkina Faso 20 Sep. 1960 Dominica 18 Dec. 1978 Haiti 24 Oct. 194 iberia ov. 3 ew Zealan 4 Oct. 1945 Samoa 15 Dec. 1976 Tunisia 12 Nov. 1956
Angola 1 Dec. 1976 Burundi 18 Sep. 1962 Dominican Republic 24 Oct. 1945 Honduras 17 Dec. 1945 Libya 14 Dec. 1955 Nicaragua 24 Oct. 1945 San Marino 2 Mar. 1992 Turkey 24 Oct. 1945
Antigua and Barbuda 11 Nov. 1981 Cambodia 14 Dec. 1955 Ecuador 21 Dec. 1945 Hungary 14 Dec. 1955 Liechtenstein 18 Sep. 1990 Niger 20 Sep. 1960 Sao Tomé and Principe 16 Sep. 1975 Turkmenistan 2 Mar. 1992
Argentina 24 Oct. 1945 Come(;oon 20 Sep. 1960 Elgyplt 4 24 Oct. 1945 Iczlcnd 19 I\éov. ]‘?jg I[ithuorgc ]21 %ep. }331 migerio 277[\Cj)ct. ]920 gaudi Airobic 24 Oct. 1945 UEanda 25 Oct. 1962
Armenia 2 Mar. 1992 Canada 9 Nov. 1945 El Salvador 24 Oct. 1945 India 30 Oct. 19 uxembourg ct. 5 orway ov. 1945 enega 28 Sep. 1960 Ukraine 24 Oct. 1945
Australia 1 Nov. 1945 Cape Verde 16 Sep. 1975 Equatorial Guinea 12 Nov. 1968 Indonesia 28 Sep. 1950 Madagascar 20 Sep. 1960 Oman 7 Oct. 1971 Seychelles 21 Sep. 1976 United Arab Emirates 9 Dec. 1971
Austria 14 Dec. 1955 Central African Republic 20 Sep. 1960 Estonia 17 Sep. 1991 Iran 24 Oct. 1945 Malawi 1 Dec. 1964 Pakistan 30 Sep. 1947 Sierra Leone 27 Sep. 1961 United Kingdom 24 Oct. 1945
Azerbaijan 2 Mar. 1992 Chad 20 Sep. 1960 Ethiopia 13 Nov. 1945 Iraq 21 Dec. 1945 Malaysia 17 Sep. 1957 Panama 13 Nov. 1945 Singapore 21 Sep. 1965 United Republic of Tanzania 14 Dec. 1961
Bahamas 18 Sep. 1973 Chile 24 Oct. 1945 Federated States of Ireland 14 Dec. 1955 Maldives 21 Sep. 1965 Papua New Guinea 10 Oct. 1975 Slovenia 22 May 1992 United States 24 Oct. 1945
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anglades ep. olombia ov. iji ct. aly ec. alta ec. eru et omalia ep. zbekistan ar.
Barbados 9 Dec. 1966 Comoros 12 Nov. 1975 Finland 14 Dec. 1955 Jamaica 18 Sep. 1962 Marshall Islands 17 Sep. 1991 Philippines 24 Oct. 1945 South Africa 7 Nov. 1945 Vanuatu 15 Sep. 1981
Belarus 24 Oct. 1945 Congo 20 Sep. 1960 France 24 Oct. 1945 Japan 18 Dec. 1956 Mauritania 27 Oct. 1961 Poland 24 Oct. 1945 Spain 14 Dec. 1955 Venezuela 15 Nov. 1945
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elize ep. Ste d'Ivoire ep. ambia ep. azakhstan ar. exico ov. atar ep. udan ov. emen ep.
Benin 20 Sep. 1960 Croatia 22 May 1992 Germany 18 Sep. 1973 Kenya 16 Dec. 1963 Moldova 2 Mar. 1992 Republic of Korea 17 Sep. 1991 Suriname 4 Dec. 1975 Yugoslavia 24 Oct. 1945
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olivia ov. yprus ep. reece ct. yrgyzstan ar. cc ov. ussian Federation ct. weden ov. ambia ec.
Bosnia and Herzegovina 22 May 1992 Czechoslovakia 24 Oct. 1945 Grenada 17 Sep. 1974 Lao People’s Democratic Mozambique 16 Sep. 1975 Rwanda 18 Sep. 1962 Syria 24 Oct. 1945 Zimbabwe 25 Aug. 1980
Botswana 17 Oct. 1966 Democratic People’s Guatemala 21Nov. 1945 Republic 14 Dec. 1955 Myanmar 19 Apr. 1948 Saint Kitts and Nevis 23 Sep. 1983 Tajikistan 2 Mar. 1992
Brazil 24 Oct. 1945 Republic of Korea 17 Sep. 1991 Guinea 12 Dec. 1958 Latvia 17 Sep. 1991 Namibia 23 Apr. 1990 Saint Lucia 18 Sep. 1979 Thailand 16 Dec. 1946
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B what causes a flood?
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Most disasters are not entirely natural. Human activity can increase their risks and insufficient attention makes their , - htattheedge of the Bay of Be(;‘%OO\O ‘;eop\e- The
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drizzling night in March 1987, a major earthquake rocked Ecuador, hiﬁin;; five of its *
provinces. Several hundred people were killed or wounded, more than 15,000 homes were destroyed '
and an oil pipeline was ripped apart. Ecuador, @ poor country, found itself in deep distress. V

Avulnerable house consists of heavy The house sways with the motion of
materials stacked in place without a the earth during an earthquake.
continuous frame for reinforcement.

b For all the loss of life and property, however, the disaster also brought local communities closer together: i
Through joint efforts with the United Nations, various foreign countries and voluntary organizations, people
. in the country’s highlands and jungle zone started rebuilding their shattered lives.

Originally, most of the houses in the area had been built without any beam at the base of the roof. + .
As aresult, the weight of the roof was pushed out on the walls. Intime of quakes, such houses easily o\
fell apart.

¥

The people in the area, with United Nations help, are now building quake-resistant houses. Unlike

The house cannot bear the growing The roof and walls of the house col- S O the old ones, these new houses have solid foundations and their walls are straight and uniform, -
pressure created by the continuous lapse. & composed of earth hard-packed info wooden moulds. Once the moulds are removed, the walls
motion. " are sealed with a thin sand and cement covering. Locally grown eucalyptus trees, which are strong

but flexible, serve as pillars. These houses are not only stronger, they are also cheaper.

Enfire villages have become involved in the rebuilding. Inspired by whatthey call the “minga” spirit, -
inherited from their Indian ancestors, villagers meet once a week for a day of collective work.
Women bake bread using wheat flour donated by a United Nations agency, and they all eat
together as they work.

The introduction of new technology, a litfle help from outside and the traditional minga spirit are
combined to rebuild hemes and prepare villagers in Ecuador against @ny future disaster.
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