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I. I NTRODUCT ION

1. At its Jrd plenary meeting, on 18 Heptomber 1917, the Goneral Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include in the aqenda of i~s

forty-second GeB8lon the itam 9f'Ut1ed "N~t1onal experience in achieving
far-reaching fHJCidl and economic ohanges for the purpose of social progress" and to
8!10cate it to the Th~rd Committee.

2. The Third Committee coniid~red the item jointly with items 89, 90, 93, 94
and 141 at itA ] 4th to 22nd, 28th and 32nd meetinqa on 15, 16, 19 to 23, 29 October
and 3 November 1987. AI' account of the Comnittee's u4scusoion is contain~d in the
relevant ~ummary records (A/C.3/42/SR.14-22, ·2~ and 32).

3. The Commi tteo had before it the followinq documentat ion I

(8) Report of the Economic an~ Social Council: chapter V, section B
(A/4~/3), 1/

(b) National experience in promotinq the co-operative movp.ment: report of
the Secretary-General (A/42/S6-E/1981/7),

1/ To be issued as Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sec~

Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/42/3).
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(c) National experience in achieving far-reachinq social and economic chanqes
Cor the purpose of aocial progress, report or the Secretary-General
(A/42/57-E/19S7/8),

(d) Economic and Social Counc 11 resolut ion 1987/38 ent itled "Twent ieth
annivet.sary of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development" (A/C. 3/42/L. 3) ,

(e) Lett~r dated 6 July 1987 from the Permanent Representative of Zimbabwe to
the United Nations addressed ~o the Secretary-General (A/42/411).

4. At the 14th meeting, on 15 Odtober, the Director-General for Development and
International Eoonomic Co-operation, the Director-General of the United Nations
Offioe at Vienna and the Director of the Sooial Development Division of the Centre
for Sooial Development and Humanitarian Affairs made introduotory statements (see
A/C.3/42/SR.14).

11. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.3

5. At the 28th meeting, on 29 October, the Chairman called the attention of the
Committee to the draft resolution (A/C.3/42/L.3) entitled "Twentieth anniversary of
thQ Deolaration on Social Progress and Development", which hftd heen recommended to
the Gene~al Assembly by the Economic and Social Council and which was contained in
that document.

6. At the 32nd meeting, on 3 November 1987, the representatives of. the United
States of America and Poland explained their vote before the vot~.

7. At .the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.3
without a vote (see para. 15, draft resolution I).

B. Draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.23

8. At the 28th meeting, the representative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic introduced and ora lly revised a drat t r(~soll.don (A/C. 3/4 2/L. 23) ellt itled
"Achievement of social justice" sponsored by ~is deleqation. By the revision, the
words "the work" after the worda "major focus of" in operativa paragraph 4 were
replaced by "a~tivitieB".

9. J\t its 32nd meeting, the Committee adopted c1r:aft resolution A/C.3/42/L.23
without a vote (see para. 15, draf.t resolution II).
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c. Draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.24

10. At the 28th moeting, the repreaentat he of MongoUa introduced a draft
resolution (A/C.3/42/L.24) entitled "National experience in achieving far-rQ.chin~

social and economic changea for the purpose of social proqress- sponsored bv
Afghanistan, An~ola, 8enin, Burkina Faeo, the Byolorussian Soviet socialist
Republic, Cuba, Democratic Y~men, Ethiopia, Hungary, the Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Mada9liscar, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Poland and Viet Nam.

11. At thi! 32nd meeting, the representative of the United States of Allleric: made
an explanation of the ~ote before the vote.

12. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution A/C.3/42/L.24 by a
recor.ded vote of 106 to 1, with 11 abstentions (aoe para. 15, draft
resolution IXI). 1I The votinq was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Arqontina, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Brunei
Darussolam, BUlgaria, Durkina Faso, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet
Soci~list RepUblic, Central African Republic~ Chad, China,
Colombia, canoros, Costa Rica, C8te d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
C~echoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark,
Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Equatorial Guineft,
Ethiq>ia, JJ'inland, France, Gabon, German Democratic Republic,
Groece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,
India, Indonesia, hotn (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland,
It~ly, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People'u Democrat~c

Republio, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique,
hepal, Nicaragua, N1ger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru,
PhUipl,inea, Poland, <;latar, Romania, Saudi Arabia, SeneqaJ.,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republi~8, United
Arab Em:i.ratea, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Again~: United Statea of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Iarael, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal,
United Kingdom of Great Britain ann Northern Ireland.

~ The representatives of the following countries indicated that, had they
been present, they would have voted in favour of the draft resolutiolH Botswana,
nurundi, Cameraon, El 6alvador, Nigeria, Rwanda, Swaziland.
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13. The representatives of Austria and Australia made statements in explanation of
vote after the vote.

14. At the same meeting, on the advice of the Chairman, the Committee decided to
take note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled "National experience in
promoting the co-operative movement" (A/42/S6-E/1987/7) (see para. 16).

Ill. IUllCOMMENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

15. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

DRAF"r RESOLUTION I

Twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on Social
Progtess and Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Development hased on the
Charter of the United Nations an' solemnly proclaimed on 11 December 1969 in
its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969,

Recalling also its resolutions 2543 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 32/117 of
16 December 1977, 34/59 of 29 November 1979 end 41/142 of 4 December 1986 on
the implementation of the Declaration,

Convinced of the continuing need to achieve the full realization of the
principles and objectives contained in the Declaration, which contrihute to
peaceful and friendly relat iens between nations,

Noting that the year 1989 will mark the twentieth anniversary of the
Declarat ion,

1. Heaffirms the lasting validity and importance of the principles and
objectives proclaimed in the Declaration on Social Progress and Development,

2. Decides to observe in 1989 the twentieth anniversary of the
Declaration,

3. Invites all States, the specialized agencies, regional
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations to take
appropriate measures, such as those set out in the annex to the present
resolution, which are based on the measurea recommended in General Assembly
resolution 41/150 of 4 December 1986 on the fortieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and to support appropriate activities
aimed at encouraging the promotion of human rights and social justice,
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4. Invites all S~ates to inform the secrptary-Goneral ot their vie~B

and cOllwents concerning the impact of the Declarat ion on Social Progre~B and
Development, since its adoption, on the forplulation and implementation of the
national poUcies and measures of their Governments, as well as how the
prinoiples, objectives and means and methods set out in the Declaration are
taken into aOt:ount in their poUoies~ plans and programmes ar.Q in their
bilateral and multialteral relations in the field of ievelopment,

5. Invites all States to convey to the secretarv-C~noral their views
and conwents on possible ways and means of increasing the contribution of the
appropriate organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to
achieving the full realization of the principles and objectives contained in
the Uot:larationl

6. ReqUeots the Seoretary-General to include the information received
pursuant to paragraphs 4 and 5 above in the report requested in paragraph 5 of
General Assembly resolution 41/142, to be submitted to the Assembly at its
forty-fourth sosslon throu~h the Commission for Social Development and thb
Eoonomic and Social Council,

7. Requests the Seoretal'y-General to take appropriate measures for the
observance of the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration, bearing in mind
the recommended possible' measures contained in the annex to the present
resolution, in order to draw attention to and emphasize the importance of the
Declaration, and the role played and the work done by the United Nationa to
ensure the effective fUlfilment of the objectives of the ~claration,

8. Decides to include in the provisional aqend;s of its forty-fourth
session an ita~ en~itlud -Twentieth anniversary or the proclamation of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development",

9. Also decid~ to devote one plenary meeting during its forey-fourth
session to the obser.vance of the twentieth anniversary of the Declar~tion,

which falls on 11 December 1989, and requests the Seccetary-Gener61 to m~ke

the necessary preparations for the programme of that meeting.

ANNEX

Recommended possible measures for the observ~nce of the twent!!th
anniversary of the Declaration on Social Progress and Develo~ent

1. the following measures are recommended for possible action at the
national level:

(a) Formal proclamation of 11 December 1989 as Social Pr\~reE8 and
Developmont Day,

(b) Issuance of special m~ssages on 11 December 1989 by heads of State
or Government. or other pranillent civil personalities,
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(c) Speoial meeting of parliamentary nrd other publio and private
inatitutiona on Social ~rogra88 and Development Day,

(d) EstabliShment or strengthening of national or looal institutions for
the promotion of social progress an~ development and social justice, and the
encouragement of teaohing programmes on sooial progress and development at
various eduoa~~c~al levels,

(e) Dissemination of the text of the Deolaratio,'l on Social Progress and
Development in national languages,

(f) Issuance of sooial progress and development postage stamps,
f~.rst-day covers and special oanoellations during 1989,

(9) Participation by non-governmental organizations in the observance of
the anniversary, and the orqanizati~n of aotivities by such organizations,

(h) Organization of activities within the frame~rk and in support of
our rent United Nations decades and international years being prepared on
social development.

2. It is recommended that the following measures, among others, should
be taken by the Seoretary-ueneral at the United Nations level,

(a) Issuance by 11 December 1989 in all official languages of the United
Nations of the Deolaration en Social ~rogres9 and Development,

(b) Organization of co~emorative events, according to standard
pra~tice, at United Nations Headquarters, at the United Nations Offices at
Geneva, Nairobi and Vienna, as well as at United Nations information centres,
on or a~ound 11 December 1989.

DRAFT RESOfJUT ION I I

Achievement of social justice

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the pledge of States Members of the United Nations under the
Charter of the United Nations to take joint and separate acHon to promote
higher standards of living, full employment and conditions of economic ar~

social progress and development,

Dearing in mind that, in accordance with the Declaration on Social
Progress and ,Development, 1/ social progress and d~v~loprnent shall be founded
on respect for the dignity and value of the human person and shall ensure the
promotion of human rights and social justice,

11 Resolution 2542 (XXIV).
/ ...
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Taking into account recommendations by the Secretary-General on .ome
perspectives on the work of the United Nations in the 1990., contained in the
annex to the note on the preparation of the next medium-term plan, i/

1. ccnsidere that the common purpose of the international COmMunity
must be to forge from varied economi~, social and political conditions a
global environment of su~tained development, full enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, social justice and peace,

2. Recognizes that Rocia1 justice is one of the moat important goals of
socia 1 progrel'ls,

3. Reaffirms the importance of co-operation among countries in
promotinq a clim~te conducive to the achievemftnt by individual countries of
the goa18 of development and social justice and progre.s,

4. Considers that such co-operation should continue to be a major focus
of activities of the Unit~ N~tions in accordance with the principle. of th~

Charter,

5. Calls upon Member States, in elaboratinq their national policy in
the field of social developme ~, to take into consideration the importance of
achieVing social justice for all.

DRAF'r RESOL~' ION I I I

N~tional experience in achieVing far-~eaching social and
economic changes for the purpose of social p~ogr.sl!

The Gelleral Assembly,

Guided by the desire to promote a higher sta~ard of life, full
employment and conditions for economic and social proqress and development,

Recalling ita res01ut ions 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969, 3201 (S-VI)
and 3202 (£-Vl) of 1 May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, and 35/56,
annex, of 5 December 1980,

Re~a111ng alS0 its resolutions 3273 (XXiX) of 10 DecembPr 1974, 31/38 of
30 November 1976, 16/19 of 9 Novem:.Jer 1981, 38/25 0f 22 November '983 and
40/23 of 29 November] 985, in which it reaffirmed the importance for every
State to carry out fundamental aocial and economic changes for the purpose of
social progress and the necessity of ptudying national experience in this
fie Id,

i/ See A/42/512.
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Noting with concern the findings on the economic and 800ial situation in
many parts of the world, contained in the report of the Secretary-General
entitled -Highlights of the world social situation IS87: recent developments
and ourrent issues·, A/

Desirous of seouring a speedy and complete removal of major obstac~es to
the economic and sooial progress of PeIJples, aa defined in the Deolaration on
Sooial Progress and Development, §j

Noting the proposal of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republioa to host an lnterfeqional seminar on the national experience of
developing and developea countries in carrying out far-reaching sooial and
economic ohanges for the purpose of sooial progress, called for in paragraph 3
of resolution 38/25,

1. Reaffirms that further exchange of national experience in achieving
far-reaching sooial and eoonomic changes for the purpose of social progress
would contribute to the implementation of the ,ternational Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, 1/

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on national
experience in aohievin~ far-reaching social and economic changes for the
purpos~ of sooial prog,essl !!

3. ~preoiates that the Secretary-General is making arrangements for
~ :~ing in 1988 the inter regional seminar called for in paragraph 3 of General
Aosembly resolution 38/25, within the resources allotted to the programme for
sectorsl and regional advisory services,

4. Invites Member States to submit to the Seoretary-Ger.eral national
reports ,on their experience in carrying out far-reaching social and economic
changes for the purpose of social progress,

s. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in consultation with
Member States, a report on natlo~al experience in aohieving far-reaching
social and economic changes for the purpose of s001al progress, taking into
account the provisions of General Assembly resolutions 36/19, 38/25 and 40/23,
and to submit it to the Assembly at its forty-fourth session, through the
Cornmiusion for Social Development and the Eoonomic and Social Council,

~/ E/CN.5/l987/2.

&/ Resolution 2542 (XXIV).

1/ Resolution 35/56, annex.

!/ A/42/57-E/1987/8.
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6. Reque8ts thfl' Commission tor Rocial Development and the Economic tlnf1
Social Council to conftlder at their ~ext s~ssinn~ the question of national
experience 1n achieving far-reachinq Rocial and economic; changell for th,.
purpost· of 80C tal p:rog reRsl

7. DecideR to include in the provisional agel)da of its torty-fourth
session the 1tem entitled "National experience in achievinq (ar-reaching
social and economic changes tor the purpose of social progress".

* * *

16. The Th1rd Committee ~ so recomme~dR to the General Assembly the ad~)tion of
the following draft deci81on:

The \-8neral Assembly decideR to take note of the report of ttif'
Secrf'tl·ry-General entitled "National experience in promotinq t:.hf> cO'-OPPfllt iVt,

move me. 't". ~/


