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Letter dated 7 December 1987 from the Permane~t Representative or
Denmark to the United Na~ions addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to tranamit to you herewith the text of a declarati.on on
Afghanistan by the Heads a! States and Governments of the twelve Statec members of
tha European Communit.y, of which Denmark is currently the President, which was
issued after the meeting of the European Council at Copenhagen on 4 and
5 Dacember 1987 (see annex).

I would appreciate the cirr,ulation of the text of this letter and its annex as
a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 31, an~ of·the Security
Council.

(~ined) 01e BIERRING
Ambassador

Permanent Representativ~ of Denmark
to the United Nations

87-3~709 2~76v (E) / ...



A/42/859
S/19323
English
Page 2

ANNEX

Deolaration on Afghanistan ipAu~d b~ the Heads of States and
Governments of the twelve Statee members of the Europ~an

Community meeting in the EuropeaM Council at Cophenhagen
on 4 and 5 Deoember 1987-

The European Counoil examined tho situatlon in Afghanistan, \'thioh remains an
important souroe of international tension 9ight years after the invasion by Soviet
troops. The Twelve pay tribute to the Afghan people'B spirit of independence.
They also acknowledg9 the oourage of the poople ef Pakistan, which has suffered so
much as a result of this conflict, and the generous assiatance prov~ded by that
country to more than three million Afghan refugees.

The TW9lve support the ~ersistent efZor~s of the Secretary-General and his
personal representative to finCl a 11egotiated solution that would put an end to the
tragic human suffering and the continuing ~iolations of human rights in
Afghanistan, allow the refugees to return and restore Afghanistan as a genuinely
independent and non-aligned country. 'l'h~ pl:'i:lciples that must underlie a
settlement have once more been overwhelmingly endorsed at thia year's Gener,l
Assambly.

The Twelve take note that Soviet leadars have announced their intention to
find a political solution in Afghanistan. They believe thete should now be an
urqent new impetus in the peace negotiations and call on the Soviet Union tOl

(a) Withdraw all its troops by a date in 1988 according to a fixeu timetableJ

(b) Agree to the establishment of a ~ransitional government, wh~se

independence could not be contested, to make pre~arations for a new constitution
and a genuine act of self-dete:minationJ

(c) Recognize that the participation of the Afghan reeist&ncf" is essf"ntial to
a comprehensive political settlement.

The Twelve remain ready to contribute constructively towards the achievement
of an acceptable settlement, which would bring dbout a significant im~rovement in
international relations.


