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Dr.tt resolution lubmitted by the Vic....Chairm.n of the Committe.,
Mr. HenrieuD aa;."ta.n (Netherlands), on the blli. of informal
consultation. held on the draft resolution contained in section I

or document A/C.2/42/L.19

~nnial cycle of session. ot the Governing Council.of the
United Nations Environment Programme

The General AssE'rmly,

Rpcalling itR rer.olution 2997 (XXVI~) of 15 Decp.mber 1972, ny which it decided
to establish the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme and
r.p~cified tha duration of the term of office of m.~bers of the Council,

Mindful that one of the main functions ~nd respr.msibilitiea it entrusted to
thE' Council in resolution 29517 (XXVII) is to review and approve annually the
programme of utili~ation of rer.ources of the Environment Fund referred to in
section 111 of thnt resolution,

Recalling its decision in paragraph 3 of resolution 2997 (XXVII) that the
Governing Council should report to it annually through thp. Economic and Social
Council and its request in paragraph 5 of resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975
that the Governing Council Bhoul~ keep the General Assemnly informed annually of
any new international convention concluded in the field of the environment Ind of
the status of exiRting conventionR,

a••ring in mind ita reao1ution 38/32 D ot 25 Novamb.r 1983, in which it
reque.ted ita 8ub~id1.ry organa to consider me.ting and reporting ~n I biennial
bllil, and itA relolution 40/200 of 17 December 1985, by which it welcom.d the
decision uf the Governing Council to change to • biennial cycle of •••• ion. on In
experimental basis,

87-31615 6869Z lE) / ...



A/C. 2/4 2/L. 79
En91hh
Page 2

Taking note w!t'h satisfaction of Governing Council decision 14/4 ot
18 June 1987 on th. periodicity and duration ot sessione of the Council,

HavinQ considered the possibility of changing the duration of the t~rm of
office of member. of the Governing Council in recognition of the chonge to G
biennial cycle of less ions,

1. Deci~es that there sholl be no regular selsion of the r~verning Council
of the United Nation. Environment Pro;ramm, in 1988 and that, b.ginning in 1989,
the regular se88 ione of the Cour,cil will b~ held onl y in odd-numbered years,

2. Also decides that the Governing Council should hold a special one-week
selll ion every I b year I, i:'egj nn in9 in 1988, to cons ider Dnd approve the ays tem-wid(J
medium-term environment programme and to cont.ider the chapter on the United NationA
Environment Programme of the proposed United Nations medium-torm plan,

3. Further decides that in 1988 the Governlng Council shoUld meet to
conzider Ind approve the next system-wide medium-term environment programme and to
consider appropriate change. to the chapter on the United Nation. Environment
Programme of the extended United Nations medium-term plar: for the period 1ge4-l9a~~

~nd that it should, at ita regUlar ser.sion in 1989, coneiaet the chapter on the
United Nations Environment Programme of the next Unit~d Nations medium-term plon
bef~re submi tting it to the General Assembly f.or approval,

4. Regue8ts the Secretary-General to ~onduct consultations with Governments
to establish the necessary tranaitionol arran~ements for a chang, in the term of
office of members of the Governing Council from three year.; to four, with half of
the membership being elected every two years,

S. Decides that the reports requested oC the Governing Council in
pa,agraph 3, section I, of it. resolution 2997 (XXVII) and in par~qraph 5 of it~

resolution 3436 (XXX) shou~~ be submittp.d bienni~lly inr.t~ad of annuu'ly.


