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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 48 TO 69 (continued)

STATEMENTS ON SPECIFIC DISARMAMEi\1T ITEMS AND (»NTINUATION OF THE GENERAL DmATE, AS

NECESSARY

Mr. At SAIDI (Yemen) (int~rpretation from Arabic); As thi!'; is my first

statement before the First Committee, I should like to convey to you, Sir, the

c~ngratulations of the delegation of the Yemen Arab Republic on your unanimous

election to the chairmanship of the Committee. It constitutes recognition of your

well Known diplomatic skill. I wish also to convey my delegation's congratulations

to the other Committee officers.

The forty-second session of the General Assembly is taking place at a time

when tension is easing in the bilateral relations between the two super-Powers.

This has been especially true since the September agreement in principle between

the USS R and the United Sta tes on the elimina t ion of the ir medium- and

shorter-range nuclear missiles in Europe. My delegation welcomes that agreement.

We hope that it will be the first step towards the complet.e elimination of nuclear

terror, and that tilis detent~ will be ext.ended to other parts of the world.

In that connection, my delegation welcomes also the agreement between the two

super-Powers on beginning full-scale phased negotiations on a comprehensive

nuclear-test ban. We urge the super-Powers to implement the Reykjavik agreement O~

a 50 per cent reduction in their offensive nuclear weapons. My delegation is

gratefUl for the Soviet call for the b~tal elimin3tion of nuclear weapons by thp.

end of the century.

My delegation believes that the militarizatiQn of outer space would jeopardize

international peace and s~curity. Therefore, the United Nations must give priority

attention to the threat that the launching of military objects into space would

pose to the security of non-sp;:lce Powers. The Organization should focus also on the
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ecological and environment"l threat which the mh~clrillt'ion of outer .pace po".
to our planet. We hope the two .upllr-Power. will not monopoli.. the future of

outer .pace, their .pace programme. should be con.id.red a. an n,lIct of

multilateral di.armament negotiation ••

Military expenditure. are incre•• ing daily, thus threat.ning future .conomic

~Id .ocial d.velopm.nt worl~ wide. Stati.tics show us that annual military budget.

now total 91 trillion. Thi~ .pi!al could be brok.n by a total prohibition on

nuclear weapons .nd their poliferation, .nd by preventing the .pread of the arm.

rac. to out.r .p.C8.

In the .,m. vein, w. b.liev. that the mon.y and effort now .mploy.d to

incr•••• the .tr.ctiven.SI of conv.ntional w.apon. could usefully b. div.rted to

th~ el\min.tion of pov.rty, ignorance and di ••••• in the world - man's m.in

.n.mie.. There is no logic in the argum.nt of LIe major Powers, which demand that

other countries comply wjth the provisions of th. Treaty on the Non-Prolif.r.tion

of Nuclea" Weapons and plac. thei. nuclear reactors under international slfeguards,

while the two super-Powers continue their relentless efforts through nuclear tests

to improve their nuclear arsenals qualitativ.ly and quantitativelY, and deploy

nuclear. missiles in regions distant from their own territory. That is a cause of

insecud ty for many Sta tes, which must therefore try t.o possess the weapons .,f

destruction and this deplet,es their resources. Some countr ies imagine they will

find security in this vicious circl~.

My delegation maintains that the only one way to break that vicious circle i8

as follows, First, all States, including tsrsel and South Africa, must become

partios to the Treatv on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear weapons and must place

odl the ir nuclear rl!!actors under Interna tion~l Atomic Energy ~\gency (IAEA)

safeguardA. Secondly, non-nuclear Statl!!B must h",,,e full 'lIJaranteoeA th",t force,

including nllclear force, will not he u~~d in the settlement qf disputes. 'rhirdl""

nuclear-weapon-free zones must be et3 tab lishl!!d.
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My delegation welcome. the Treatie. ot Rarotongl and Tlatelolco and .upportl

the e.tabli.hment ot 10neA ot peace and nuclear-weApon-tree zones in the Middle

Ba.t, ~Ie IndIan acean, Atrica and South-E.~t Alia.

The Middle la.t region is traught with danger. That is why my delegation

supported re.olution 41/48 on the establhh:nent ot a nuclear-weApon-free zone in

the region of the Middle East. We believe in that lofty principle and wish to save

our region trom the .courge or de.tructive war.

But these etrort. are obstructed by II\.el, which continues its nuclear

programme and refuse. to subject it to international safeguards. Each year, Israp.l

join. the con.ensus on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-ft ee zone in the

Middle Ealt, it declares that it will not be the first State to introduce nuclear

weapon. into the Middle East. If that i. true, why does Israel not subject its

nuclear reactorl bo international safeguards? Why does it not end its nuclear

collaboration with the racist regime of South Africa?

A report of the Secretary-General makes it clear, beyond any dOUbt, that

Ilrael ha. eroIled the nuclear-weapon threshold. That report goes on to say that

"larael appoars to have a posture of deUberat,e ambi<)uity on this Bubje.:::t,

Which has contributed con~iderably to the alarm in the region and to the

concern of the world community". (A/,36/431, annex. para. 80)
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Wi th regard to tranlforming the Indian Oceln into I lone of peloe free of

nuolelr welpons, the Deputy Pr.mier ot my oountri stlted our position in the

Oenerll Allembly on 8 OCtober, II follows,

"The Yemen Arab Republio reiterlt8s itl rajeotlon of ~ny milit~ry

pre..noe in the In~iln OCeln and the Arabiln Sel Ind 191in exprelllell i U

luppert for transforming the Indiln OCean region into a lo"e of permlnent

peace .d security, f, ae from nuolelr welpon•• " (A/42/pv. 30, ~~)

Therefore my delegltion lupport. holding the Con~.renoe on the Indian OCean as soon

al pOIsible, 10 thlt the Indian OCeln States and others concerned can agree on the

OreaUI)n of I lone of peace and security ther\:.

My deleglUon looks for.ward to the third sp,.;cial 8883ion of the Generlll

Assembly devoted to disarmament early next year. On this occablon it wi8hes to

exprelll the hope that at that session the Generll Assembly '11111 focus its attention

on the tinal Document of the InternlUonlll Conterence on the RelaU('\nship between

Dislrmlment and Development.

My country also welcomes the internltional efforts being made in the context

of the Conference on Disarmament at Geneva to agree on I ~r8~ty to en1 the

dllvelopment and proliferation of chemical weapons. It. hIS been 'rc.Jed t.hlt

chemical weapons Ire no less dangerous than nuclear weapon~.

Mr. HALACHEV (Bulgaria), TOday the Bulgari~n delegaton wiAhee to dwell

on the work of the Conference on Disarmament, pdrtlcularly on tha que~tions of a

nuclear test ban, the prevention of an arms race in outer space, Ilnd the complete

proh ibi tion of chemical weapons. My coun try a ttachen ma jor impor tance to thl:!

Conference on Disarmament owing above III to th! mandate ent(ust~d to thlt unique

multilateral forum for disarmament negoti3tionB.

AA iA known, however, the present ~it~ation iA unsatiAfactory in so f~r as the

Conference hae become another deliberative or9,ln where no subAtolntiv~ con>3lderation
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is giv.n to a numb.r of priority disarmam.nt ilsu... Th. s~r.ngth.ning of the

effectiven.ss ~nd efficiency of the Conter.nce on Disarmament iR a matter ot

intere.t, not only to the menbers of the Conter.nce, but to all States M.nbeclI ot

the United Nations as well. At its torthcoming third special session devoted to

disarmament the General Assemhly should pay particular attentio" to this problem.

Bulgar ia is ready to join tt.e eUor ta to idl!nti fy Will'S and means ot intensitying

the work of the Conference and particuLarly to !ltrengthen its efficiency on ..11

agenda i tams.

We endorse the proposal that the Conference should work throughout the year,

wi th sever al intermills ions, wi th a v iew to becoming a permanent. un iver sal organ for

disarmament n~gotiations. ~hat would be a practical reaffirmation of the

dellOcratic principle that all States have the right and responsibility to

contribute to making progress in the disarmsment process.

1 Ehould like nol'1 to turn to the specific disarmament issues that are the

subject of my statament. H. ill tile view of the People'n RepUblic of Bulgaria that

the complete prohibition of nucl1ulr-wadpon tests would be an extremely importelnt

dlsumament measure in its own right. 'I'hiB ill a matter ,)f the highellt pdor!.ty in

the context of efforts to p~ohibit the development, production and improvement 'If

nuclear weapons, to achieve their redllctian and ult.imatl!! e1 iminatl,)n, I:lnd to

prevent the deployment of space-strikt weapons.

Along with other States members of the WarstlW Treaty, 13u19aria looks upon the

readiness for an el1r1y conclusion of <'I treaty on the qeneral and complete

prohihition of nuclear-weapon tests as proof af the defensive chllracter of any

militaty doctrine, and it calls for the imme~iate initi~tion of comprehensive talks

with a view to reaching concrete agreements to that end. \'le al:~o fully share the

o~inion of th~ Secrl!!tary-General, Mr. Javier Pere~ de Cuellar, as underlined in hiG
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m....g••ddr ••••d to th. Conf.r.no. on Di.arm.m.nt, that' .11 effort••hould h. mad.

to drift a tr.aty on the complete prohibition of nuolear-w.apon teats and that new

and innovative proposal. will b. n.c.N••ry to provide the crucial mom.ntum for

.Hort. to that .nd.

Guid.~ by their d.,ir. to faoilitat'e the opening of oompr.h.nsive substantive

negotiations, the sociaList oountri •• have submitted to the Conf.renc~ on

DiBarmament • document .ntitl.d "aasio provia1ons of a t'r.aty on the compl.t. and

gen.ral prohibition ot nucle.,-weapon t.st.". The docum.nt ofters rl'dicaUy n.w

approaoh.s to the key issu~~ of prohibiting nuclear-weapon tests, .s is .videnced

also by the .nvisaqed compreh.nsiv. verification measur.s which r.nge in scope from

announcing the location ot ter.Hng sites to est,sbliAhing an Institution ot

international inspectors who will carry out on-sit. inspectionA.

Bulgaria welcomes the agr.ement reached between the Soviet Union and the

United States of Amerlca to start compr.hensive negotiations on the prohibition of

nuclear-weapon testing. We expect early positive results f~om those talkA.

However, this should not doom the Conterence on Dis.rmament to inacHon.

Bilateral negotiations and multilateral efforts to draft I comprehensive

internationtll treaty sbould go h.nd in hand and complement e.ch cthet. Therefora,

it is essential that an~ committee within the framework of the Conference on

Disarmament should sl'art functioning wi thout delay with the mandate of ensuring

practical progress in the elaboration of a multilat~ral treaty on the complete

prohibition of nuclear-waapon test's.

The prevention of an arms race in outer space is one of the paramount tasks of

our age. The deliberations in the General Assembly, as well as in this Committee,

have sh~~n most convincingly that the urgency of this question is increasIng. The

overwhelming majority of Member States is categorically opposed to the deployn,ent

of weapons in outer space in any form or under any pretext whatsoever. It is well
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introduotion would intelaity the nuolear arm. raoe, parl'loularly in ItrateQio

weaponl. The deployment of Ipaoe-It:r1ke w.aponl would nor .tr.ngthen "eourHy 111,1

the rilk of nuclear war. Thereeore effortl to revi.e the 1973 ~reaty on the

Limitation of Anti-Balli~tic Mil.ile" (ABM Treaty) and Idopt it" lo-oalled broad

interpretation ar" of parHclJlar concern to 1.11. Suoh a .tep would hive the limit

de"tructive offect and ~npredictlble negative con"equene.1 I. the outright

denunoi,tion of the ABM Treaty.

defence initiltive programme toward" inten"ified preparltionl for th~ deployment of

an anti-balli.tic mi".ile ~,fenc. in the near future. A. reported in the June

1I1ue of "rml Control Today, there lIave heen drutio hudgf)t:lry rutlligMlenh withln

the strategic defence initi~tiv. programme in favour of off-the-Ihelf teohnologiel,

partioularly killetic weapons.

The threat ~r early deployment or .paoe-Itrike weapon I, whioh would

precirttate a new and even more dangerouI round of the arma tiC", i" ,:!rowing melr"

real. There can bo only one oonc1u.ionl frelh .f'-ortl, "tate"man.hip and common

senle are needed to eliminate this threat.
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The deliberations on this issue indicate that the existing international legal

regime concerning outer space is a practical and effective one, providing a

relatively broad and effective basis for ar~B control in outer space. As the vast

majority of Member States have pointed out, that regime cannot, however, fully

ensure the effective p~evention of an arms race in outer space. The adoption of a

strict universal ban on the deployment of any weapons in outer space would be the

most realistic and pragmatic way of providing such a guarantee. Any such agreement.

could be further strengthened by a reliable verification system.

Of particular interest in this respect is the Soviet proposal to establi~~ ~n

international system to verify the non-deployment of any weapons in outer space,

including the establishment of an international inspectorate. The permanent

presence of inspection teams at all launching sites, as well as other

organizational structures which could be created within the framework of the

proposed verification system, would ensure the full confidence of States parties

that all channels for the deployment of weapons in outer space have been reliably

closed.

A number of partial measures could be undertaken with a view to pavin(] the way

for a comprehensive treaty on the prevention of an arms race in outer space, such

as the prohibition of anti-satelLite weapons, the non-use of force against objects

in oute!: space, and so on.

The~c Committee established by the Conference on Disarmament under its

agenda item 5 entitled~ "Prevention of an arms race in outer space", has been

functioning for three years now. The negotiations in the Ad Hoc Committee clearly

demonstrate that its mandat.e has already been exhausted and no longer corresponds

to the responsibilities entrusted to the Conference. It is necessary for the Ad

Has Committee. from its next session on, to focus its efforts on existing proposals

and future initiatives relating to the scope of prohibition and verification, as
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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well as on the definition of some basic terms. It is essential that the

negotiations on such an important issue should be conducted on a practical basis.

In our view, the adequate structuring of the working programme of the Ad Hoc

Committee would facilitate the early achievement of concrete positive results.

The People's Republic of BUlgaria has consistently supported the prohibition

of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and their

destruction. Reviewing the work of the Ad Hoc Committee established by the

Conference On Disarmament under that agenda item, my delegation wishes to emphsize

that it has made headway in its work this year. At the same time I should like to

convey our regret that it has not been possible to elaborate a convention before

the end of 1987.

The plans to begin the production of binary chemical weapons, particularly at

a time when we seem to be close to a solution of the most complicated problems

concerning the convention, are fraught with the danger of hamper iog and slowing

down the negotia tions.

Equally contradictory is the proposal that States parties have the right. to

retain and, if necessary, replenish their so-called national-security stockpiles

during the IO-year period allowed for the destruction of existing stocks. As a

number of delegations have already emphasized, that idea is not only contrary to

the essence of the Convention under consideration but, if adopted, could encourage

the proliferation of chemical weapons.

We also call for the resolution without delay of the problems concerning the

order in which chemical weapons should be destroyed during the IO-year period. We

ace convinced, however, that absolutely equal security for States during that

period in any particular region or throughout the world cannot be achieved by the

production of additional chemical weapons or by delaying their destruction. Stocks

of chemical weapons, once declared and placed under international control as
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prl.cribld by the conv~ntion, will bl completlly difflrent in .tatu. from

etockiill. of Gny other w••ponl not IUbject to dl.truc~ion undlr any international

inltrument. In I Wly, tholl Itock. w111 be inoplrltive. Thlrefore, it 11 our view

thlt thlre il no uhjeativI nlce.lity for Iny State party to maintain or produce any

Itockl of chemic41 wlaponl if, after dlcllration of ita inventory of chemical

wuponl 10 dlyl aftltr the oonv.ntion Interl into forcl, it U"de itself wl.th no or

inl~ffloient Irllnlll of luch Wllpon~.

The ~el.g.tion of thl People'l Rlpublio of Bulgaria supportl the Soviet

oonoept of on-lit'e ohllllnge inlpeotion.. in i U en Hrety, tha t is, the inlpect ionB

Ihdl apply hi any and III objectl and locations on the territory of a State part.y

or under it .. jurlldiction or control, including those belonging to a physical or

leQIl IUhjeo~ of I Stltl party, rcglrdllls of itl location.

We vi.w ~he propolll to oodify thl principle of ch411engQ inspections which

cannot UQ rerua~d .~ ., oontributlon to r.al and effectlve verification.

Thin hlv. blln other achi.v.m.nts in thl work of the MJ!2£ Commit.tll'l, in

plIrtllllJl.U itl unlnimit'y concerning the need to oshblit!!h a pr .....uatory corraniuion.

tho additional texto uf thl draft convention that hive been agr.ed upon, and Aa

on. Vii it" to fac1litlltl rel.2Hng to the destruction of chemical weapons will alBo

contrlbute to hullding mutual confidence and trult, In this connection I would

Ilk. to Imtntio" ttle vidt If) the milihry hcility at Shikhany at the invit"Hon of

tha /lIlY l., 'I" Ion.

'l'ha d"I"'I.tHf)n of thll Ploplll'lI Repuhlic of Bulgaria c.. lls for the

lntaMlflc"tlon of nflll"tiaHonll and for conferrlnll llpon the~ Committf!l! a

marll1"to, th"t would prov id. f()r the el"borathm of the Unlll l'raft of the

conventlon. In our vlew th .. achi.vement of th4t ul timate q041 is ., matter of

monthll, provld"rt th ... t th,u' • ."cl~t~ poliHc,,1 will on the part of all intereflted
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In conclu.ion I would like to recall that, on the way toward. a glOb~l

••ttl.m.nt of the probl.m of prohibition of ch.mical w.apon', Bulgaria ha.

undertaken c.rtain additional .tep.. Along with the Socialist Repunlic of Romania,

my country i. the co-.ponlor of the initiative to .Itablilh a chemical-weApon-free

lone in the Balkanl.

Late la.t year the Council of Minister. of the People'. Republic of Bulgaria

adopt.d a de~ree impoling c.rtain re.triction. on the export of chemicals for

peaceful purpo.e. which could allo be u.ed for the production of chemical wea~ns.

My country will continue to ex.rt unfla9ging .ftortl to bring about the

constructiv••ettlement of all problem. related to the complete prohibition and

d•• truction of chemical weapon••

Mr. TANASIE (Romania) a Our .arlier .tatem.nt wal devoted to an urg~nt

issue of crucial importance, nam.ly, the elimin!tion ot medium- and shorter-range

nuclear mi.sile. in Europe and in other regions of the world.

The extremely positive influence .uch a measure would have on the whole

prQC••I ot disarmament and on the international political climate cannot be ignored

or question.d.

W. welcome the tact that both the USSR and the Unit9d States of America are,

a. on. of their representative. has stated, "almost there" as far as a fin~l text

of the treaty eliminating Such missiles i~ concerned, and we hope that the two

countrie. will soon proceed durinq this year, IS was stlted earlier, with the

actual conclusion of a treaty on that matter.
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My delegat.ion theretore regards as more relevlnt, than ever the decision

adopted last week by the General Assembly urging the two sideB to spare no Ittorts

in achioving this year the object'iveI Slit torth in their statement ot Sephne.r Ind

reaHirmed "t Ihe recent Moscow meeting.

It hae bet>;) lltated in the CommiUee that it' would be a seriouA error to allow

the sense ot opt1\niam to cloud a real istic, sober asseumenl: ot the global slcurit,y

sit'JaHon. Indeed, the world situation is particularly serious and complex. Thl

arms race has assumed disturbing proportions. Nuclear tests aimed at the Atlady

devIlopment ot weapons ot maas d',struction are still going on. Far trom

diminishing, the contlicts, crises and hotbeds ot tension in various parts ot the

world have even worsened. The policy ot torce or threat ot torce and gr08s

interference in the internal aHairs ot other States goes on unabated. The

persisting world economic crisis atfects alt ~tatell, but its adverse ettects are

being tell' primarily by the develop.ng countries, whose Ritu,tion ls alrla~y

dr ..matic. In the view ot R::lmani .. and of Pr'Bident Ni,;"lae Ceausescu, the lole

compelling alternative at prelGnt is to reverse the danqerous course of events and

to bar the road that leads to IS nuclear catastrophe. A new w"r ld war is

inconceivable, tor it would me~" pract,ieally the annihU.. tion of lite on o-Jr

pl anet. 'lenee the need to denounce once and for all the fa lse concept held by some

nuclear-weapon StateR, that nuclear weapons strengthen security and contr ibuto to

the mai~tenance of peace.

The fundamental problem of our time is t~ halt the arms race and to proceed

resolutely to disarmament, both nuclear and conventional, because defending the

right of pFlopll'!s and individuall'l ,11l1,;e to d better lif~ or to thFl pursuit, of

happiness necess .. r ily impliell, ,1S a basic prere'1uhlte, defen(Hng the ir right to

life and to a free ..nd dignified exi~t~nce.
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To make real advances on the road to nuclear disarmament and to promote the

ultimate objective or complete disarmament under international control is a very

complex proces., and no one should minimize the dirriculties such an exercise may

encounter. Far rrom inspiring reslJnation, the situation rather suggests an

increased participa ~.ion by all St.ates in the d1sarman.ent ~roc.!II. Since nuclear

weapons threat.en the whc1e wor Id and s11lce the problem or peace arhcts all

peoples, all States must take a clear stand and contrinute to seeking .ffectiv~

action to promote disarmament. We believe that it is h!.gh time to move on ~rom

words to d~eds. It is high time to translate good intentions into real an~ lasting

agreements capable of halting the arms race on Earth and in outer space.

That is the spirit in which I wish to express my dele9ation's views on some ~f

the items under consideration. My first remark is of a more ge~eral nature and

concern the current approach to the disarmament process. We may regard as a

positive asset the fact that, within the framework of the recent. diurmament

deliberations, a p.evailing consensus aeems to be emergin; around some basic

conceptual elements,

First, there i9 a general recognil'ion that in a future world war - which would

inevitably be a nuclear war - there would be neither winners nor losers. Nuclear

weapons would pay no heed to di Her ing social regimes, and such a c()nfl ict would

virtually annihilate our planet.

Secnndly, it appears that a Bimilar recognition exiBts as to the need to deal

with conventional weapons, which continue to he the m~in tools for waging wars and

military int~rvention in various parts of the world. In addition, progreBs in

nuclear disarmament, wit ich is the pr ioci ty concern, appear s to r equ ire concre te

action to cut convelltionat forceR and armamenta.

Thirdly, there is a gcowing willingness to direct the main disarmament effort

towards regions where tha great~st arsenals do exi~t ann where the nerve of
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oonfrontation U... The rel.lIKation of tlMion in Europe by implttmentirl'

oonfidenoe-building and disarmament measurea would not neoessarily t 1n

dis.eminating oonfrontation and arma aooumulation in other regions of the worl~.

Laatly, disarmament i. by ita nature a global major issue of today's

international life, and its solution oculd not be viewed outside the eflorts to get

to a resolution of suoh other equally global and major issues as development and

the maintenanoe of international security.

BaRing our position on the new re~llties, of whiGh I hav~ mentione~ just a few

elements, we believe that a new approaoh to disarmament problems is neoessary and

possible. Suoh an appr040h is to find itR expression in a oomplex programme of

disarmament al~ng the lines of the programme being considereJ by the Conference on

Disarmament at Ge~eva.

In our View, the complex feature of that progrllmme would permit better

co-ordination and correlation between various global and partial measurea in all

Rpheres of disarmament by subordinating them to the single goal of general and

complete disarmament. The formulation of such a complex programme on the basis of

proposals from all States would ,11ake it ponibll! to take into account the interest..

of all countries, thus ensuring their right to equal security. The programme

Rhould include and stimulllltp. the disarmament efforts of st~teR at the global,

regional, bUaterd and unilateral levels. Negot.htions based on the principlp.R

contained in the Final Document of the first !ipecial sessi"n of the General

A.ssembly devoted to disarmament should be so ordered as to develop simultaneously

on several levels, ir'\fluencing one anothp.r with a view to identifying new

disarmament measureR.

Because it would include measures for the reduction of military expenditures

and armed forces, the programme ~!ould also stress the interdependence between

disarmament and development. It is ohvious that any reduction in the burden of
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military expenditures can lead to an increaae in the human and material re.ource.

available to cftrry out economic and aocial development programme. for the benefit

of III coun tr hs, in par Hculer the developing countr 18".

The formulation of such a programme can be accomplished only with the

pftrticipation at all ita tea. That is why we favour intensified negotiations at the

Conference on Dis~rmament at Geneva on the draft comprehonsive programme of

disarmament and still believe that the third special seal10n at the Gener.Gl

Assembly devoted to diaarmament would call for a suatainad procesa for ita

tinaliution.

My second remark relates to the urgent nfled to halt and reverse the arms race,

in particular the nuclear-arms race. While discuBGions and negotistio~a are going

on concerning the actual reduction ot nuclear weapons, the prohibition of chemical

weapons and a possible cut in conventional torces and armaments, we should not 10le

sight of the equally urgent nfled to en~age in negotiations on measures meant to

neutralize the self-propelling engine that ke4ps the arma race in a spiral. Foe it

would be a deep delusion, and indeed a hiAtoric error, to applaud and encourage the

reduction or elimination ot c"rtain classes of wltapons whUe other systemB, even

more sophisticated and dangerouA in their destabilizing effects, are to be

developed and deployed.

In this context, my daleqation welcomes the agreement re~ched by the USSR and

the United States to begin full-scale, stage-by-Itage negotiations on the

nuclear-testinq issue hefore 1 Decembee 1987.
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Never theless, bear ing in mind the crucial importance a te.t ban would have tor

inhibiting the arms race, we believe that measures are needed immediately. ~h.t is

why the President ot Romcnia, in tormulating the consideration. and proposala

concerning the major issues betore the Gwneral As.embly at it. torty·.econd

se8lion, stressed t.he need tor the Assembly t.:> urge nuclear·weapon State.,

primarily the United states and the SOviet Union, to halt nuclear te.ting and any

other ~ctivi ties designed to develop and improve nuclear weaponry.

The production ot ever more advanced weaponry has, untortunately, been a

constant characteristic of the arm. race. But at the pres~tni .tage an extremely

dangerous fact is that the application of the most recent development. in science

and technology to military purposes is incrusing t.he scope of the arms race and

its harmful effects on society as a whole. All t.his casts doubt on the very

relevance of the entire concept of disarmament and e"en arms control as instruments

tor enhancing the peace and security of States.

The arguments adduced to justif; the proqrllmme of p1l1cing new st.utegic·weapon

systems in outer space are no longer convinclng, for in the nuclear era ~e

security of all St.ates, including the nuclear State~, is not a problem of

technological supremacy but is ~.t.her a political problem. From its inc~ption, the

decision to move towards th& development of space-based strategic systems has been

seen as a source of mistrust, tension and animosity.

In ev~r growing numbers, politicians and experts are coming to believe that

the devel<)pm(~nt of weapon sy!'tems for outp.r space would dest:abilhe international

relations. In fact, even the intention of placi'lq such systems in outer space

increases the danqer of the liSP. of nuclellr w~apon'~ . either because of a

superiority or inferil)ri ty complex, or by "cl'!iClent.
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Alao, the milita~ilation of outee apace is a factoe that atimulat.a the

technological improvement of conventional weapon I) it il no accident that in the

context of the development of sP!'ce weapon. there ifs inceeasing talk about the nfte~

to steengthen and modernilo oonv~ntional stockpiles. We should like to take this

oppoetunity to reaffiem Romania'a firm position aqainst any measuee aimed at the

militadlation of outee apace, and tt) st."t. that all oat10nl should be allowed to

make u.e of outee apac. lolely for peac.ful purpos'R.

In that oonnection, we support the conv.ning un~.r Unit.d Nationa auspice. of

an inteenational conf.eence on the question of the use of outer spac. for peacefuL

purpo.... That conf.rence .hould be enteusted with drawing up a peogramme foe the

u•• of ou;;er space and spac. technology for the benosUt of the economic and social

dav.lopment of all countries, fiest and foremost the dev.loping countries. It

Ihould aleo adopt a treaty in thclt field and create a special body within the

United Nations to deal. with questions r3lating to outer space.

In a broader context, we are ot the opinion that the time is eipe for the

Unlt.d Nations to deal Ileriously with tl)& the deep implic.. tic.lS of peogee.. in

modeen science and technology for International relations as a whole in the coming

decades, and to adopt appeopeiate measure& to ensuee t.hat scientific research will

be used solely in the interest of the peace and development of ,,11 peophR.

We believe also that thlt third opecl.d session of t.h" Gener,~l Assembly devoted

to disarmament cannot escape addressing this subject and that it musI devise

measures to restrain research and technological development for milit.!lry purposes.

My third remark concerns the eno~~us resources squandered ~ach year to

produce deadly weapons. The recent ~nternat'il)nal Co.:ference on the Relationship

between Disarmament ann Oevelopmen!: was as clear as possible on that subject. In

one of the Ct)nsensu~ conclu8ions containfid in its Filial llocument it i5 st.ated that
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"The oontinuing arm. race is ab.oebing fae too great a proportion of the

world'S human, financial, natural "ncS technol09ioal u.ource., placing a heavy

burden on the economies of all oounteie. and affecting the international tlow

of trade, finance and teohnology, in addition to hindering the process of

confidence-building among state.. The global military expenditure. are in

dramatic contra.t to economic and social underdevelopment and to the misery

and poverty afflicting more than two thirds of mankind". (A/OON1I'.130/39,

section I1, pari. 3)

The Conferenoe tur ther found that

"The relationship between disarmament and development in part derives

from the flct that the continuing global arm. race and development compete for

the same finite resources at both the national and international levels. The

allocation or massive re.ources for armaments impedes the pursuit of

development to it. optimal level.

"Considering the present resource constraints of both developed and

developing countrie., reduced world military spending could contribute

signific"ntly to development ••• promoting equitable economic and

technological co-operation and ••• puuuing the objectivel of a new

inl.:ernational economic order". (paras 10-11)

I have quoted the Final Document of the International Conference on the

Relationship between Disarmament and Development with the intention of expressing,

in words agreed upon by consensua, the basic concerns which over the years have

sustained the initiatives, proposals and unilateral measures undertaken by Romania

on the subject of freez ing and reducing mi11 tary budgets. 1t is with a sense ')f

urgency that: we again call on all countr ies, and in partiCUlar on those States with

the largest military arsena19, to devote increased attention to this matter.
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As is well known, Romania, together with Sweden, has taken ~.he initiative

within the United Nations of identifying ~,he pr inoiples governing the aotiviti .. 01'

State. in negotiations on freezing and reducing military expenditures. ~hefte

prinoiple. are intended to harmonize the views of StateR and promote the

commencement of negotiations on concret@ measure. to freeze and reduce mili~ary

spending.

Although t..';e Disarmamen t Commission tz ied IIqa in th ls year to find an

acceptable formulation for the remaining principle, which relate to transparency

and the c~mmunication of data, it was not successful in aOopting the entire set of

principles as a whole. We hope to finalize our work soon, bearning in mind the

po9itive developments in the positions of sOlne Statell, which now recognize

transparency as a relevant principle.

The Commission will probably have to take up thls sUhject again, given the

expectation that the developmetttA to which I have .\lluded will consolidat"

themselves and the greater readiness in various quarters ~) face the evident need

to end military spending. M this sesAion, my deleq.!tion will submit a dr .. rt

resolution to that effect a~ well.

Meanwhile, we cannot but emphasize the importance of tile appeal the General

Assembly addresses year after year to all States, in particular the mos~ heavily

armed States, pending the conclusilm of aqreement'> on the rel1uctlrm of milit,'uy

expenditures, to ellercise self-restraint in their military ellpenditures with a viuw

to rel.lllocating the funds tbus saved to ('conomic and social "'evelopment,

pa:ticularly for the benefit of dev~loping countrie9.
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In this context, we firmly believe that the forthcoming special session of the

General Assembly devoted to disarmament should solemnly reaffirm the central role

and primary responsibility of the United Nations in the field of disarmament and

set forth measures to involve the multilateral forums even further in a meaningful

debate on disarmament.

The United Nations should effectively direct its efforts towards promoting the

political will of all States, first and foremost the nuclear-weapon and other

strongly armed states, in order to arrive at concrete agreements for the cessation

of the arms race and for disarmament.

It is unacceptable that, on the pretext of f\nancial difficulties, ideas or

proposals are put forward to reduce the activi ties of the mul tilateral mechanism in

the field of disarmament, especially at this crucial time which calls for the

intensification of all such activities.

There is a compelling need to act in a constructive spir it at" the Geneva

Conference On Disdrmament taking into account eKisting proposals, in order to reach

a successful concl us ion of negotiations on questions on tl-te agenda of the

Conference, in particular the drawing up of an international convention on the

prohibition and destruction of chemical weapons.

It is also necessary to keep increasing the role and usefulness of the

Disarmament Commission's activities and to improve the organization of its work so

as to reflect the pressing need for concrete action to promote negotiations on

disarmament agreements.

The United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs woulo, in the future, be

called upon to play an increasing role in assisting the process of disarmament. We
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take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Yasushi Akashi on his appointment as its

head and express our confidence that, under his guidance, the Department will,

within the limits of existing resources, find the ways and means to stimulate and

~ultiply the efficiency of its staff.

The views put forward by my delegation in the context of our deliberations are

based on the need to make a joint effort to take a quali tative turn in our

activities and promote genuine negotiations on effective disarmament measures -

first and foremost nuclear disarmament measures. Such an objective is realistic

because it is at the very root of the will clearly expressed by the peoples of the

world to live in peace and devote their efforts and resources to free and

independent development, safe from the threat of war.

Mr. BATIOUK (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

Russian): My delegation wishes today to address the item on the prevention of an

arms race in outer space. In 1985, in starting the Soviet-United States dialogue

on nuclear and space armaments, both parties - at the highest level - undertook to

speed up negotiations on preventing an arms race in outer space and ending it on

Earth, limiting and reducing nuclear weapons afid strengthening strategic

stability. This agreed formula for negotiations was no accident. It was the

accumulation of the experience of many years of negotiations and represented a

mutually acceptable basis for ensuring progress in disarmament with neither side

trying to achieve military superiority.

The genuine role of the negotiations for strengthening international security

through disarmame~t is to prevent an arms race in outer space and end it on Earth.

The role is not to substitue one kind of arms race for another but rather to keep
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outer space peaceful by not deploying weapons there and to reduce the number of

weapons while at the same time maintaining parity at the level of reasonable

sufficiency.

Down through the centuries, from the very beginning of technical progress,

more and more advanced weapons of destruction have been used to defend man and t.o

ensure the security of States. As a result of the improvements in military

technology, each time military actions have taken place, greater and greater

nUmbers of the peaceful population hve perished. Finally, in our time, military

technology has reached a le'1el where war usin'9 nuclear weapons will spare no one.

Today's weapons leave no State any hope of defending the lives of its

popUlation through military technology. This upsurge of new and ever-newer weapons

in outer space, according to Star Wars plans, will significantly increase the

probability of that destructive military technology will move from its present

s ta te of being on the br ink of war to the state of being over the br ink, and

mankind would move from a situation of struggling for survival to a situation of

non-existence. It would be illogical and useless to try with one hand to curb the

arms race and wit-loa the other to open the door to some space Powers thus enabling

them to break into outer space with weapons that would constantly hang over the

heads of all States and would not add any feeling of security or inspire any

gratitude towards the creators of such evil projects.

The fact that the arms race is being established in outer space under the

title of strategic "defense" initiative cannot deceive anyone. Even on Earth this

is being carried out under the heading of "defense". The reality is that the

establishment and the development of Star Wars weapons will inevitably crank up the

arms race in every direction. It is therefore necessary from the outset to impose

an effective international ban on space weapons.
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Why 11 the United Statel 10 inlilltent on working on the idea of buildin9 and

deploying Ipace w.apon Iylteml? OfficiAl. in Walhingt'on bave Itated repeatedly

that they an not goinljl to embark on any negotiaHon. to lilnit the Ur.tegic

('den.e in it.latlve , .ince they have the prOlptlotl tor a defenlive IYltem which will

make nucl.ar mi•• il •• practically obaolete. On. may recall the Itatement ot united

the United Statel were able to build such a Iyltem which would be ettective and

which would make Soviet weaponl inett.ctl~e, the United Statea would be able to go

baak to a dtuation when the United Sta~.. WAa tJle only country with tJle nuolear

into outer lpaoe i. the achievement ot unilateral luperiority.
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On 22 October of this year, the very same day On which the representative of

the United States, Mr. oavid Emery, assured us that the strategic defence

initiative promises to strengthen international security and strategic stability,

one could find in America completely opposite assessments of the efforts by the

United States Administration to sow a minefield of near-earth space-strike weapons

at any cost. In explaining to its readers why an agreement to reduce strategic

missiles is impossible when the implementation of the strategic defence initiative

is under way, The New York Times, in an editorial, wrote:

"There is no way the Russians will agree to reductions if they fear their

remaining offensive missiles will be negated by an imminent American defence

system. Apprehensions will be acute if they judge that system too half-baked

to resist an initial attack, but possibly effective against a ragged SOviet

retaliation - in other words, as the shield to accompany an American fi(st

strike. Moscow may also fear the use of space-based weapons as part of a

first strike." (The New York Times, 22 OCtober 1987, p. A34)

As you can see, defence stabili~ation and the peacefUl mask of the strategic

defence initiative all fall away when these things are viewed in the light of

common logic. For us it is quite clear that the strategic defence initiative is a

new stage in the arms race. It is an attempt to achieve strategic superiority by

rejecting the limitations required by tlle 1972 Treaty on the Limitation of

Anti-Sallistic Missile Systems. It is also totally clear to us that the road to

true security is to be found not by adding new types of weapons, especially weapons

accessible only to a few space Powers, but rather by limiting and reducing

armaments under strict international verification allowing for no loopholes. The

Soqiet-American anti-ball is tic-missile (ABM) Treaty of 1972, which was concluded

for the purpose of limiting the strategic nuclear-arms race, is obviously a

necessary component of the process of reducing strategic weapons as well.
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Along with many delegations who have stated the positions of their Governments

at this session, the Ukrainian SSR advocates strict observance of the 1972 ABM

Treaty by both sides and calls for the adoption by both parties of mutual

obligations not to break out of that Treaty for at least 10 years. Paragraph 1 of

Article V of the ABM Treaty binds the signatories not

"to develop, test, or deploy ABM systems or components which are sea-based,

air-based, space-based, or mobile land-based."

For more than 10 years no ambiguity has been found in that provision of the Treaty,

and it was only after 1983, when the United States announced its plans to construct

the strategic defence system, did there appear the so-called broad interpretation

of the Treaty - an interpretation so broad thao.t the provision neither to develop,

test or deploy is now interpreted to mean the exact opposite.

At the Reykjavik summit meeting last year and during the past week in MOscow,

we have once again had confirmation that the United States strategic defence

initiati~le, along with the broad interpretation of the ABM Treaty, are the main

obstacle to reducing all the strategic nuclear forces of the USSR and the United

States of America. Such a reduction is essential to the ending of the nuclear-arms

race and to taking meaningfUl and s~bstantial steps to eliminate the nuclear

threat. Without an agreement on strict observance of the ABM Treaty there can be

no a<;lreement on the reduction of strategic weapons.

At' the same time, the Moscow meeting demonstrated that this year there is

indeed a chance of concluding an agreement on medium- and shorter-range missiles.

Work is also 90in9 on wi t:h regard to the problems involved in the strict

verification of the provisions of tllat agreement, and further specific measures

have been proposed by the Soviet side to find mutually s3tisfactory solutions on

the whole complex of interrelated questions concerning a radical reduction inDigitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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.tut.gic I'.apon., linked to .trict. obaervance of the ABM Treaty. A great

contr ibution to the .01uHoll ot the problem of the demil!tar haUon ot outer apace

aould b. mad. through multilater~l negotiating machinery. The Cont.rence on

Oi.armament could continu. it. tin. traditlon of pr.paring international agr.ement.

on out.r epac. after giving the r.levant negot.iating mandate to it.~

Committ.e on out.r 'pac.. Ther. is a aolid baei. tor bUMin••e-like end purpo.etul

work on a multilat.ral ba.i.. Th. inltiativea of the Soviet Union to conclude a

treaty banning the d.ployment ot any type ot w.aponl in outer .pace continu. to be

tim.ly, a. doe. the conclulion ot a tr.aty banning the u.e of tore. in out.r .~ee

IInd from outer Ipao. againlt. the Earth. Ihu.e have b.en Iubmitted to the United

Nationl tor con.id.r~tion.

Oth.r countrie. reprel.nt.d in the Cont.r.nce on Oilarmament have lubmitted

inter'IUng propolall, and .ugge.tion. hollV' been m.de with regard to partial

m.llIur •• of di.armament. al well. Suoh partial mea.urel oould lead ta a ban on tho

deployment ot weapon. in out.r .pac.. The Conterence on Dilarmam.nt oould b.qin

dratting an internatio~al agr ••ment to enlure the immunity of artiticial .arth

•• t.l.lit•• , which carry no weapone of any kind.

Mor.over, it ia im~rtant to ee.k waye to pr.vent the oonerruction ot n~

anti-IahllU. Iv.t.me and to .liminatl tho.. that alr.ady .lCi.t. We hope the

Cont.rencl will conel,1.r thl propoe.\" madl bV the IlRSR on v.r ifioaHon m••aur."

I1med at prev.ntinq an arm. rac. In outer .pllloe. Thoe. propolIl. includ. thll

•• tabli.hm.nt of an international "vetlm of v.r lrio.Hon to maintain the petao.flll

raollitl.l' for launohinq ohjlote lnto male .paol, e' well 4" for mekin!) avel.l.hh.
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prevcvting an arm, taee in outtt Ipaee. The teport ot the ";ontetene. on

Oieumament cont"ina enough intormaUon to convince us that ns .M..J!2g Committee on

outet apace could begin work on these items in 1998. A new upwatd spiral in the

atma race, in out.r apace, is in our opinion inherent in the concept ot Stat War ••

There ia a need tor broad co-operst.ion among all Stat&s in developing In~

reseetching out.er lpace tor peaeatul purposes.

The propolals made laat summer by ths Soviet Union psv. the way tor such

co-operation. I am reterring to its sug\1.sUon that the international community

consider a step-by-Itep programme tor joint act.ion in the peacetul conquest ot

()lIt~r space. At the heart ot that lIu\1\)..Uon h the convenin\) ot an internaUonll

conhrence or " special ulllion or the aenerd Auembly to eonllider the problem or.

.p~ce in all its aspeots. The proposal "lso oalla tor the e.tahliahment ot a world

space or\)anho!1tion and tor the draHin\) or. a plan or. international co-operation tor

the 1990s and ror 10 to 1'1 vea" beyond that.
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It i. nlcll.ary to tocu. ettortl on lolving suoh IOCi4l and eoonomic

davllopmln t pr ob lema common to all ooun tries lIS thos e r ela tinq to commun iCII tion I,

nlvigation, rl.CUO, remote IInling ot thl ElIrth, studying and j:lrotectinq the

environment, crlating a world-widl meteoroloqical ~ervice, and developing new

mater ida and tlchnoloqil••

Thl llading apace Pawlrl could hllp orlat~ an international centra tor joint

rll..rch on and production at vlrioul kinds ot spaca technology at tha request o(

dlvlloping countrilal thlt ide. wo~ld open vast possihilities (or joint ettorts by

Staus in thl placltul COnquIst ot out.r spaCl!.

Thl major lpaCI Power I - thl United St.ata. and the SO\l iet Union - have Q

apecial ~ole to play in thl placltul COnqUlst of outer apacI. Surely Iveryono

rlmlmbera thl handlhakl in .paCI bltween Soviet and United Statu cosmonauts, on

17 July 197'i, in Elrth orbit. That handlhlkl was a qenuine Iymbol ot the tact that

with 900d will and an awarln..s at tn.ir r••pont'libllitl.e., thl USSR and the United

Statl" can rind Ir ..1 IJt llr91-.011e, mulually lJenetioi"l co-oplr"tion, w1th a

ligniticlncl tlr blyond thl bounderie" of purely bil~terel lnter~~t••

In thlt context, we w"'l.oome th .. new Soviet-Ilni terl St"t,,, aqroemlnt nn

Oo-operltion ln the study Ind 1.1"1 of out"r .p"lOI ror p."O"f~11 purposlIlI, ~lr'ln"t1 on

l~ Aprl1 thi, YI.t. In our vilw, thl.. ill I IIlrlou.. CO:1trihlltlo" to strlnqthlnlnq

thl 1,..1. tor thl peACleful oonqul.t of outel "p"OIl.

outer II~CO 1N thl common her1tllqll or mnnklnrl, Ilnrl "L1 mllnkln,1 mUNt .hM"
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Mr. \ION S'lULPNAGEL (Federal Republic of Germany): During the gener al

debate in the First Committee this year, nearly all speakers have expressed their

appreciation of the most encouraging developments in the bilateral United

States-SOl/let negotiations. We whole-heartedly wel()me the agreement in principle

reached by the United States of America and the USSR on the conclusion of a treaty

on the world-wide elimination of their intermediate- and shorter-range nuclear

forces, that is nuclear missiles with a range between 500 and 5,500 kilometres. We

hope that treaty will be signed in the near future. We have likewise noted wi th

satisfaction the commitment by both parties to work for an early agreement on

drastic reductions in their strategic offensive arms.

Today I should 1 ike to draw attention to another area in which this year's

developments give rise to optimism: the substantial progress made in the

negotiations 0\'\ a wor Id-wide ban on chemical weapons justifies the hope that an

early agreement is possible. My GOI/ernment attaches the highest priority to

achieving a convention on the prohibition of the development, production,

acquisition, stockpiling, transfer and USe of chemical weapons. It is high time

the human race were free from these inhumane, cruel and insidious weapons. We are,

furthermore, appalled by the recent violations of the 1925 Geneva Protocol, which

were unambiguously established by United Nations fact-finding mission. w~ are also

very concerned at the reported proliferation of chemical weapons. These

developments make an early, effecti~e and global ban on chemical weapons even more

urgent.

The negotiations on chemical weapons that are being conducted in the

Conference on Disarmament have, this year, under the very able ~airmanshipof

Ambassador Ekeus, brought us considerably closer to a convention. On a number of

important issues, in particular in the field of verification, a convergence of

views has been brought about.
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We may be satisfied with what ha. been achieved eo far thb year. Howevllr,

there is no reaeon for complacency. A lot of work remaine to be done an~ a number

of technical and very complex ieeuee nead to be reeolved. We are called upon to

intanlify our effortl to work out •• iective and acceptable lIolutione, in particular

with regard to the verification of a global ban on chemicd WltapoM.

The important agreement in principle achieved thi8 year on mandatory challenge

inlpectionl muet be tranelate~ into reliable treaty provi8ion~. A number of

complex details and political decilione have be tackled in doing 110.

The monitoring of the chemical indultry is another area which requir~A

particular attention from the negotiatorl in aeneva. The poseiblility of uee of a

given chemical for military purpoeeR ehould be the deciRive criterion.

Non-production controll are to make lIure that no chemical weapon. are produced

afUr the coming into force of a convention. The verification mechanism which haR

be be eltabliahed to that end mu.t be manaqe.ble IInd effective. tt IIhoul~ not

plaoe any undue or unjustified hurden on the chemical industry. The futuro

"evelopnent of the ch.mical industry for peac,dul purposell mUllt nnt he inted"r.d

with.

Bearing in mind that verifiahility ill of paramount importance for tha

viability of a oonvenHon and for bu n<iinq the confid'!lnCl!l necenn,uy for enter in l )

into an Igreement, we mUllt .IIIoectain that th" veriricllt'lnn !Jyot",,,, und"c

oon.ideration a... ur ••.,U parties to a convention of compliMcll Itn,l p.clni tfJ

ol.riUeaticm of any .. it'uaHon which cou1l1 he connidllrer1 Ilmhiqllollll or which qivtlll

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



EMS/9 A/C.1/42/PV. 22
39

\~lr. van 5tulpnagel, Federal
Republic of Germany)

Apart from the problem of working out the detailed provisions of a chemical

weapons verification system, some other important questions require careful

consideration. I should like to draw attention on1y to the importance of

establishing the necessary conditions to guarantee the effective and smooth

implementation of the convention. Thus, we have to tackle, inter alia, difficult

questions concerning the functions and i.nterrelationship of the organs of the

organization to be established by th~ convention. Also, concrete provisions on the

preparatory commission, which will opecate in the period between the signing and

the entry into force of the convention, need to be worked out now.

Furthermore, the order of destruction of chemical weapons needs to be work~

out in a way that ensures the undiminished security of all States parties lo a

convention.

As will have become clear from my brief temarks on these still-open questions,

the negotiations have reached an advanced stage. We are now called upon to purs1ze

vigorously our common goal of concluding at the e~rli€st possible date a treaty

which will free the world once and for all from the scourge of chemical weapons.

We are thus looking forward to the inter-sessional work of the Ad Hoc Committee on

Chemical Weapone scheduled to begin in November.

My Government is prepared to contribute in every possible way co achieving

further progress and tangible results as expeditiously as possible. Thus, we

favour an intensified work schedule foe the negotiations within the Conference on

Disarmament. and we hope to proceed to the final drafting of a convention as soon

as possible.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I had announced earlier that

draft resolutions to be submitted by delegations were to be deposited with the

secretariat by 6 p.m. today, as agreed by the COlMlittee. So that all draft

resolutions may be deposited by that hour, I propose to suspend this meeting for

half an hour to permit oonsult'ltions on this subject. I shall then inform the

Committee of the results of those consultations, which will relate to the

submission of draft resolutions on all disarmament items: agenda items 48 bo 69.
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The meeting was suspended at 4.30 p.m. and resumed at 5.50 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I can now give you the

results of the consultations that have been held. They were useful and positive.

We can agree that the deadline fur the submission of draft. resolutions should be

today, 27 October 1987, but owing to certain technical problems that some

dp.legations have encountered, we can allow an extension of an hour and a half.

Draft resolutions that are in the process of being finalized will have to be

submitted to the Se-r;retatiat by 7.30 p.m. I take it that there i6 no objection.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m.
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