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The meeting wa. called to ord.r at 10.25 a.m.

AGIl:NDA I'UMa 48-611 (gontinued)

G~NBRAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. STIl:PHANOU (Gr ..ce) (interpretation trom ~'rencll)' I wish fint, to

a••ociate my.elf with your expre••ion. of condol.nce. to Mi.1 Sole.by on the death

of our deeply mourned colleague, Ian Cromartlw, a friend and devoted ~~rv4nt of his

country in the cau.e of di••rmament and non-proliferation.

On behalf of my country and on my own benalf, I warmly con~ratulate you, slr,

on your eleotion to the ohairman.hip of the Committee. Your long diplomatic

experience and your qualification. in disarmam~nt matters are the DeBt yuarantee of

the success of your mission.

We al.o congratulate the Under-Secretary-~eneralfor Disarm4ment Affair~,

Mr. Aka.hi, the other officer. of the Committee and the Secretariat.

On 13 October the Permanent Re~re••ntativ~ of Denmark stated in detail on

behalf of the 12 member Stat•• of the European Community the Community's position

on disarmament. While fully SUbscribing to what Mr. Ole Bierring ~aid, 1 wlsh to

pre.ent .everal additional view. of th~ Greek uovernrnent on certain items.

In your introuuotory statement, Sir, you rigntly stated,

"It i •••• imperative not to return to old polemic. or to the terrible

con~rontations of the palt, but, rather, l~solutely to try to open up new

paths that can lead to better and better prospects for peace."

(A/C.l/42/PV.3, p. 6)

In that regard, allow me to congratulate you on your ~fforts yesterday that led to

the decision reached I:>y the Commit:tee, which you will be communicating to the

.uper-Powers.
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'r. Stephanou, Greece)

Th~ work of our Committee began auspicioully this year and in thi. context it

il alwayl a plealure for me to lepeAt thclt my country, Greece, which hal

traditionally been firmly dedicated to peace and to procedure I for attaining the

peaceful lettlement of dilp~tftS, can only w$lcome any effort or initiative aimed at

accelerating the process of disarmament. On the other hand, it il opposed to any

act or omission that would 1041(. th~ disarmament process more difficult, thuI

i~creasing reasonl to have recourse to the use or threat of the use of force,

military intervention, occupation o~ territory by foreign armies, and !!!.U

accomplis.

It is in that spirit thAt tne Prime Minister of ~reece,

Mr. And~eas Papandreou, has taken an active and continuing part in the initiative

of th. Six for peace and nuclear disarmament, the ob,ective of which il to

co-operate with the uovernments of the nuclear-weapon Statel - and particularly the

two Duper-powers - in order to oeploy a\1 possible e~forts to bring about the

security of all mankind and peace.

'rhus, the &greement in princil:'le betw~en SecrtltAry of State Shultz of the

United States of America and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the USS~ on the

elimination of medium- and short-ranye nuclear missiles is a source of

gratification to us because it is a first step towards the achievement of nuclear

disarmament in the near future - an achievement tne international community

fervently desires.

We hope that the new talks envisaged between the t~ euper-Powers will relult

in other agreements, particularly regarding a 50 per cent reduction in Itrategic

arms. This is a further Btep towards tne obJective of stability and security in

the nuclear field at lower levels.

Moreover, we alBO welcome the proqreBs made in the area of verification, both
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within the bilateral United Stat.a-Soviet ne90tiationa and at the Conference on

Diaarmament at Geneva, where tanqible prQ9r••• w•• alao made thi. year for th.

concluaion of an a9reement banning chemical weapon.. We hope that the accelerated

tempo of the work of thi. multilateral forum in this are. will re.ult in an

agreement next year. I .hould like at thi. time to mention the visit of the

repre.entative. of 46 countrie. to e.tabliah confidence-building mea.ures in t~is

area, organized by the Uovernment of the Soviet Union at Shikhany - a po.itive and

encouraging ge.ture.

Greece 1. always ready to participatv with good will ana an open mind 1n all

efforts aimed at di.armament. Greece, while recognizing that those State. witn the

largest military ar.enal. b~ar a particular re.pon.ibility, consiaer. that this

doe. not d1mini.h the re.pon.ibility of other State. to participate in maintaining

stability at all ievel., whether global or regional, and thereby to contribute

directly or indirectly to effort. at arm. reductions.

Disarmament is a mul~idimen.ional process and the danger of a nuclear war is

only one a.pect of the problem. Los. of human life i. cau.ed primarily by

conventional weapons. The de.tructive capacity of these weapon. continue. to

grow. Thus, as we have solemnly declared on numerous occa.ion., Greece .ub.cribes

to all efforts to reduce conv.otional weapons to the lowest possible level, whiie

taking into account the .ecurity intere.t. of all State.. Moreo~.r, it sharee the

conviction that the e••ential reduction of the present levei of conventional

weapons would reduce the ri.k of a nuclear conflict. Thus, progress in toe area of

conventional disarmament wouid re~resvnt a decisive step tow~rds a lessening of

tension and the prevention of war at all levels of hostility.

The positive results of the Stockhoim Conference in strengthening confidence

among European State. and its encouraging aspects in regard to the diminution of
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the riak of war in Eur,ope give ua reaaon to h0ge that the fourth at_ge ~f the

Vienna meeting that haa juat bvgun will be marked by tangible pro~reas. At a time

when the two auper-Powera have reached an agreemen~ in prin~iple on the total

elimination of intermediate- and ahort-range weapona, the circumatances in which

the Vienna meeting ia taking place ate conducive to promoting aecurity and

co-operation in Europe.

On the ether hand, the Greek Government, firmly dedicated to promoting

confidsnce at the regional level, continuea to make every effort to develop the

closeat possible telations with moat of its neighbour.. The Balkans arv today a

model of regional co-operation among countriea with different political and

economic systema. In that same spirit, the Greek Government cOllsistently and

firmly aupporta the propolal to make the Balkana a nucle.r- and

chemical-weApon-free zone.

Sharing the conviction that nuclear-woapon-fre. zonea can make an im~ortant

contribution to effective disarmament, Greece haa alway~ voted in favour of any

resolution aimed at the concluaing of agreementa for the creation of such zones.

On the other hand, Greece considera that nuclear-weapon-free zones also serve

to strengthen the non-proliferation regime. OPvoaed to the prollfe- ~tion of these

weapons, and without disregarding the fact that little progress has b~en made in

implementing article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,

which stipulates that each of the partiea to the Treaty undertar.eo to pursue

negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation of the

nuclear arms race and to nuclear disarmament, the Greek delegation considers as

encouraging theqreement in principle of 18 ~eptember lYd7 between the ~ecretary

of State of the United States, Mr. Shultz, and the Minister of .'orei9n Affairs of

the Soviet Union, Mr. Shevarnadze, which poin~s out, inter alia, that
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-the two p..rtie. reached reement to begin .tep-by-.tep n.gotiation. before

1 December 1987, to take place in a Deparate forum, on questions relatlng to

nucle.r te.t•• -

In their joint communique of 7 October 19~7, the Heads of six Governments nn

five cont'n.nt. rep••ted th.ir d.oiaion tu continue their efforts and to exert

pre••ur. through all po.sible means to a~hieve a safer and nuclear-frea world and

particularly .tr••••d the urgent need to conclude agreements to tftduce strategic

we.pons, completely halt nuclear-weapon tewt9 and prevent the extenalon of. the arms

race to outer space.

Ureece is particularly Ilensitive toJ developments in the Mediterranean. uur

Mini.ter for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Karolos Pap~ulias, has stated this on several

occa.ion. and .tated it again this year at th. General As.embly, stre.sing that

-the Mediterranean should become a sea of peace, friendship and co-operation

among its peoples.- (A/42/PV.17, ~. 7)

Greece, by .upporting effort. to .trengthen peace in the reglon, i. thus re4dy to

participate in initiatives that could lead to expanded co-operation and the

unhindered development of all peoples of the Mediterranean.
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Ureece is fully aware of the problems of disarmament and welcomes ths results

ot the Internatiol\,.::, Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and

Development. In fact, the consensus adoption of that Conferencs's Final Locument

is an encouraging indication that the international community hl\s tile political

will tn fac~ the problems of the developing countries by making tan~ible progress

i~ the field of disarmament. We hope that the Pro9ra~ne of Action will be

implemented in such a way that the relationship betwesn development and disarmament

can be concretely demonstrated.

My delegation would also like to stress tnat it is propared to su~port

initiatives aimed at promoting and tightenill9 the functioning and productivity of

the First Committee. The successive. persevering efforts of our Committee's

Chairmen are beginning to yield positive results. This goes hand in hand with the

considerably broader initiative put forward by Cameroon to strengthen tne role of

thE' United Nations in the disarmament sphere, which we fully support.

The tnird special session of the Gener~l Assembly devoted to disarmament will

take place next year. Greece attaches particular J.'lIportance to that session, which

will afford us an opportunity for the substantive cOI.sideration and promc ',ion of

solutions to the vaBt range of the disarmament problems with which we are faced.

I have confined myself to li~ting certaln points. Let us ~ope that our

Governments, with the appropriate sense of responsibility, will find in our work

ir,spiration inspiration and the will to achieve the goals we havf'l set ou:solves.

Mr. CAMPORA (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish) I I shoula like to

congratulate you, Mr, Chairman, on behalf of the delegation of Argentina, on your

election and to tell you that we are ready to co-ope~ate with you so that you may

be successfUl in carryiflg out your functions. '!'l1e e>ttJerience in the disarmament

field gained during your tenure of office at the Conference on Disarmament, in
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Geneva, clearly guarantees the success of the work you will ~arry out here in the

First Committee.

I wi.h to convey to the delegation of the United Kingdom my personal griet and

that of my delegation at the death of Ambassador Crom.rtie, who represented that

country at the Conference on Uisarmament.

It haa been eight years since the United l~ations General Assembly last met 1n

a climate of optimism such .s that which prevails this year with regard to

disarmam.nt issues. It will be recalled that in June 197~ the United States of

America and the soviet Union signed in Vienna the agreement on strategic arms

limitations, but that its ratification was interrupteu by developments in th~

Middle East at the end of that same year and, .~ particular, by the situation that

arose in Afghanistan.

From the beginning of 1980 the arnll' race continued to gain greater speed,

until this year the internaticnal community has begun to perceive specific signs of

possibility of a slowing down of arms production.

In order to explain the reasons for our satisfaction with these events, which

herald a new age of international detente, we believe it necessary to answer the

following questionl what has happened in the past few years to bring us to the

present moment of optimism?

Ae we know, the arms racu is the eftect of deeper Cduses. It feeds on

conflicts based on national interest and differing ideologies. These combine and

become blurred, and it is often impossible to uistinguish between ideologica:

clashes and clashes of interest.

At present the great Powers are a~parently draw1ng closer together on the

fundamental principles that characterize their thinking and policy. This is a time

when we can claim that the maJor Powers, which confront ~ach other ideologically
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because of their different political and social systems, have begun to perceive

each other in the light of signIficant changes that have occurred or are ahout to

occur within their respective national sociAties.

In particular, it ia recognized that the countries of the Western group have

become eqalit,~rian societies in which there prevail an eauitable distribution of

n&tlonal woalth and enjoyment of political freedoms, as well as respect for

fundamental human rights. The intermediate strata of those Western societies

account for more ehan 60 per cent of the total population. Tllis shows that the

atereotypes denouncirg the capitalist system as man's exploitation by man with

which past propaganda was replete have been sup&rseded. An egalitarian society is

the para~igm of a democracy with freedom and justice.

On the other nand, sOJialist oountries have entered into a period of change

exemplified by statementR of members of their Governments and by the adoption of

measures designed to shape a society that enjoys and exercises politic~l and

economic rights and freedoms. The rigi~ collectivist tenets of yesteryear are

heing modified and ara giving way to experiments that allow for free initiative io

the economic sphere and for the exercise of individual rights in the political aod

cultural fiel~s.

~hat trend, which favours soft-pedalling the ideological components in the

relations bewteen the major Powers, also affords a great opportunity to reduce the

world's armaments. There are promising signs of increased compliance with the 1975

Helsinki agreements, whose influence on politic~l, econon.ic and human-rights issues

show the inextric~hle interrelationship of each of those areas with peace and

security.

We are certain that the exist!nce of de~ratic rights and freedoms fromotes

peace and disarmament among nations.
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The opportunity in this decade to reverse the arms race first came to light

with the birth of the spirit of Geneva on the occasion of the summit meeting, held

in Novembe~ 1985, which acknowledged that there would be no victors in a nuclear

war.

Since that time, work in the various bilateral and multilateral disarmament

forums has proceeded swiftly, particularly between the united States anti the Soviet

Union from a global point of view, and between the tWO lailitary alliances in the

European regional sphere. The bilateral negotiations between the United States and

the Soviet Union whicn, since March 1985, have been taking place in Geneva in three

working groups on the reduction of intermediate-ranq.e missiles, strategic weapons

and issues related to outer space are about to bear fruit througn an agreement On

intermediate-range Missiles.

By their very nature such missiles have regional applications, and their

destruction in the region would ease the situation to the extent that it is

accompanied by a reduction in conventional weapons and forces. In tnis connection,

we appreciate European concerns about the need for any agreement on

intermediate-range missiles to be duly complemented by effective progress in the

Vienna negotiations, about which, regrettably, the General Assembly does not

receive any direct information.

As regards strategic weapons, bilateral negotiations have not yet produced

concrete results, altnough at the Reykjavik Summit, held on 11-1~ October 1986, it

was announced that both super-Powers would reduce their long-range missiles by

50 per cent and limit their arsenals to 6,000 nuclear warheads each.

These negotiations cover weapon systems tnat penetrate outer space; hence they

create a problem whose solution is com~l~x and linked to the prevention of an armS

race in outer space. Besides, strategic weapons have stimulated the development of

military technology which strives to achieve their operation from outer space.
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This year, an interec~~~g exchange of views took place at the Conference on

Disarmament which, in our view, has made clear several aspects of the legal

framework l!'stabl1shed on disarmament by current multilateral troaties on outer

space. In the first place, it is accepted that, according to that 1e'.1al framework,

celltstidl bodie" can be used exclusively for peaceful purposes. l"urthermore, thiE

framework precludes the milit~ry use of celestial bcdies and the t,'sting and

deployme.lt on them of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, as

well as conventional weap0ns.

Unfortunately, there is no agreement on a multilateral legal ftamework of

outer space concerning the testing and deployment of non-nuclear weapons or weapons

other than those of m~SB ~estrl~tion. We must point out that we ure concerneJ when

we hBar from time to time that the legal framework of outer space should find

inspiration in that of the law of the sea. ~athe[ we belleve that this ltem, which

is on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament and aims at preventing an arms

l"aGf! in outer opace, responds to the basie objectlve of prevunting tne legal

frameWl,rk on the use of outer space from in any way resembling tll~t v1 the law of

the sea.

We believe that if a framework similar to that of the lilw uf the sea were

establiL:led in outer space, we ~ould have failed completely in our goal ot

preventing an ;>; 1.[ "ace in outer space.

Suffice it co ob3erve the situation of seas dnd oceans permanently crossed by

military fleets equipped with all types of weapons to conclude that there would not

be a more regrettable image of outer space than that ot presuPtJ0sing Lt invaded by

apace obJ'~cts of a military or defensive nature, such at; t.hose which sail the high

seas. The phenomenon characteri~ing the naval arms race must not be dupllcaleu in

outer apace.
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We hope that the General Aaaembly will thia ye.r adopt a con.ensua resolutior.

on the prevention of sn arm. rac. 1n outer apace - one that will faithfully reflect

the common intere.t of all countries in er.auring the peacefuL exploration and use

of outer apace.

Among the aignificant oPl?or<:unitie. contributing to the creation ot '" climate

of optimiam on diaarmament, we wish to mention in particular the cOllvention on

chemical weapon.. Negotiations on thi. item, Wh1Ch ha. been on the aqenda of the

Conference on Oiaarmament .ince it. very beginning in 1978/ have acquired new

impetu. in the la.t two year ••

Tile convention on chemical weapona, as we now it to date, would oe a

non-di.criminatory treaty, aince all the State. parti•• would be on an equal

footing once the procea. of deatruction of chemical weapons and existing productio~

facilities had been completed. At that time, the treaty would aet an example,

since it would differ from the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons (NVT), which legally conaecrate. the existence of two categories of

States - nuclear and non-nuclear.

In the future convention there will be only ono category of states with the

same rights and dutie.. It will establish the same verification mechanism for all

States and it will not, as is the case with the NPT, distribute power in the world

but be an egaUt"rian instrument.

We are therefore working on a non-discriminatory treaty tlom the political ana

military standpoints. It must be non-discriminatory also fr. "I the economic and

technological standpoints. In this respect the future convention m..ast 1I0t be

conceived so as to have it used to preserve commercial or technologi~aL imba~anr-us

Ot to prevent the development or transfer of chemiCaL substances, equipment and

technology for peaceful purposes.
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Beyond it. military significance, the futur. convention on chemical weapons

will have political signficanc& ~inc& the s'lp~r-Powerd have be9un considering with

decreasing intere.t the US& of chemical we.pon. in future the.tree of war.
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However, from a political standpoint it~ meaning is all important, since the

existence of the convention will bring into opllraticn a ~ystematic mechanism for

control so as to ensure compliance with It. Such a mechanism will entail

inspections within each member ::;tate, incl...ding nuclear-weapon Powers, and from

that point of view will be an unprecedented milestene in the hislory of

international relations.

In eHect, c<lntrol of the production of aggresBive chemicel substances will

require the opening up of national frontiers to the scrutiny of en international

authority to verify that the convention ia not violated witnin each State party.

We can well imagine the impact of such a Qechanism operating between the two

military alliances as .. means of dllterrenee and confidence-building. From then on

chemical facilities would be opened up to regular inspections and those military or

civilian sites suspected of storing prohibited chemical substancea could be aUbJect

to challenge inspections.

We ho~e that tne General Assembly will adopt by consensus ~ resolution ~ith

respect to the convention on chemical weapons in which it will request the

Conference on Disarmament to do lts utmost to enSUL'e that that convention is

concluded within the coming year.

The question of disarmament is ripening in a climate of detllnte. At the

outset we pointed out that the ideological competition is taking on a new role

because of the emphasis on co-operation and leaVing benind confrontation. We have

also stressed the intenslty of the negotiations on disarmament which have taken

place thi~ year. We are payin9 close attention to developments in regional

conflicts, are following with great expectations relations between the United

States of America and the Soviet Union and are hopeful regardinq the dialogue

within f,;urope.
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With thost! trends in int.ernational life becoming more positive, it the arnl!J

ract! is halted and relations between the major Powers are improved, there .... e a

greater likEllihood that the economic problemli of the developin\J world and th..

inequalities in the distribution of wealth between poor and' ich countr lV, will

receive the attention they deoerve in the international community.

Mr. '£OBAR ZAL[)~ (t:cuador) (interpretation trom Spanish) I ~ly

delegation is pleased to congratulate you, Sir, on your designation as Chairman at

the ~'irst COlmnittee, with your great experience and knowled'le of ditlar,nament, your

presence in the Chair assure~ the success of our work.

I also wish to congratulate the other officers of the committee, to whom we

pledge our tirm co-operation.

Without a doubt, the most significant eVPont at recent tin:es in the held at

disarmament is the agreement in principle reached by the leaders ot the Soviet

Union and the United States of America to redlJce an important category of nuclear

wea~~ns, that is, intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles. We hope that

talks on this important matter will continue so that ln the near futur", they lIIay

develop further and lead to the conclusion of real and practical mechanisms

encompassing other nuclear weapons more dangerous to the survival of the numa~

race. We welcome that agreement but regret that the enormous arsenals of nuclear

weapons held by the two major ~owertl have not yet been SUbjected to agreelllentn that

would lead to their r~duction and consequent elimination. Deterrence should not

become an oft-invoked pretext tor spurring on the h:Jrribl~ arllls eAcalation.

However, we again note and commend the political will that has been displayed

by both Powers to reduce the olllinous nuclear arsenal,;. 'I'he :Jpirit reflected ln

recent negotiations is one of hope for the international peace and security that is

so fervently desired. It is to lJll hOl,Jed that <>tner producing Stdtes or
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nuclear-weapon State. will be imbued with the same spirit ana adopt agrsements on

general disarmament.

Ecuador, a peace-loving country, is extremely interested in al! action aillled

at conventional disarmament at the regional and international levels. For that

reason it hopes that thft Conference on Uisarmament will firmly press on with Its

work, lsading to the formulation of measures to strengthen security and peace.

We should endeavour to see that the milItary expenditures of States do not go

beyond what is essential to preserve their security at the expense of the pressing

r.eeds of development - an argument reflected at the recently held International

Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development.

The present world crisis, especially in th~ developing world, with galloping

inflation and the unforeseeable results of indebtedness in a vast majority ~f

countries - to which we should add the naturdl disasters that have afflIcted many

of them, such as Ecuador - makes it increasingly urgent to analyse and discuss our

agenda i terns which relate to the economic and sce ial implications of the arms race

and its threat to the peace and security of the planet. Thus the interrelationship

between disarmament dnd development is of singular importance in terms of releasiny

part of the resources now devoted to arms - $1 trillion - for use to win the fight

against hunger, poverty, ignorance dnu (ear.

The use of force should be banned f.rom international relations. t:cuador

firmly believes that the strengthening of means tor the peaceful settlement of

conflicts and nuclear disarmament are necessary steps that will lead to general

disarmament and the reinforcin'] of peace and security amon'.l peoples. 'I'hus we

attach special importance to negotiat;0ns between the super-Powers.

The numerous resolutions adopteu at the previous session of the General

Asse~?ly and those to be discussed at this session of the Committee confirm the
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concern of the whole world over disarmam6nt problems, wh~ch cannot be separated

from the problems caused by the sad underdevelopment to be fauna in a large part of

the world and its attendant injustice. All of these - disarmamant., development and

justice at tho natlonal and international levels - lire the goals lIuman co-operation

sl,()uld seek to achieve.
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'rhe delegation of Il:cuador i. also cOllcerned about the nuclear explosions

carried out uy various States, whicH caUllf:l alcHlniny damage to important rt:yions of

the planet, such as the south Pacific, compromising the environment, the health and

the economy of tne peoples of the region. We call on the nuclear Powers tnat have

been carrying out these explosions to consider the final cessation of such tests.

r also wish to express i!:cuador's concern about the arms race in outer tipace.

Space should be kept as a zone of pei.lce and co-operation, ,md should not be used

for weapons purposes, to the detriment of the vast maJority of countries,

especially those geographically beneath the ,]eostationary orbit of satellites.

There should be regulation to provide for toe rational and Just use of that oruit,

a limited natural resource that should b(' used for t,he benefit of all peoples and,

above all, for exclusively peaceful pu:poRea.

I express my best wishes for the SUCCdSS of the third seas ion of the ueneral

Assembly devoted to discumament. r ul~o hope thtlt the del1beratlons at this

Committee will take place with the dedication that characterizes it, with special

emphasis un the quality, ana not the qu~ntity, 01 the draft rp-solutions to ue

considered. It would be wise to avoid repetition and duplication, thus saving time

ana lIIoney needed by the United Natior-s, "iven the present financial cusis.

Above all, we express cur fervent hO~tl that resolutions and decisions full of

words and 'l0od intentions will not end up in toe Ur':!anization's urchlvt:Hl, !lleepin'l

the sleep of the just, but will be turned into tangible realities in tne interest

of the hopes, well-beinlJ and peace of lIIun.

Mr. McDuWIl:LL (New 4Iealand): In beqinning my statement I cannot do

otherwise than note the meeting to take ",lace tomorrow in 11uscow between tile Uniteet

States Secretary of state, Mr. Shultz, and Foreign Minister Shevardnadze. They

will ~c discussing matters of importance in their Oilaterdl re£ations, but diso

issues of great concern to the international community.
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In particular, the outcome of their discussions on the global el1minatlOn of

their intermediate-ran~~ and shurter-rangll nuclear missilell is anxiouely awaited.

Th" New Ztlaland delegation joins the many others that have spoken here to convey

best wishes for good prOlJress towl:lrds that goal. We were rleaeed to sup~ort the

draft decision of the General Assembly that you offered to us yesterday evening,

Mr. Chairman, urging the two Governmep.tll to s~are no eftort to conclude the arms

reduction and elimination treaties on which they have worked with such dedication.

Final agreement to be rid of this entire class of nuclear wea~ons would be witllout

historical precedent. It would be testimony to the conviction shared by the United

States and the Soviet Union that thelr security and tllat of their allies can l.Je

maintained - indeed, enhancad - at lower levels of weaponry.

An agreement between Mr. Shultz and Mr. Shevardnadze should also enable the

leaders of the United States anu the Soviet Ullion to meet in a further summi t

meeting before the year ie out. President Reagan and General Secretary liorbachev

will have the opportunity, we trust, to sign an intermediate-range nuclear forces

(IN~) agreement. They will, in the context of their agreement that a nuclear war

cannot be won and must never be fought, look for a way forward towards an agreement

to reduce drasticallY the levels of their strategic nuclear weaJ:lOnry.

This summit meeting, should it take place, will put the seal on 1987 as a year

of dramatic advance in relatlons betwtlen the sUt'er-~owere dnd in the disarOldment

field.

l"or too many years lolembers of the United Nations have had cause to complain in

the First Committee that negotiations on disarmament were deadlocked. Some among

us have blamed the intranslgence of ontl State or anothtlr, or of one grou~ of State

or another, as preventing prOlJress on the many vital issues of disarmament and

internationdl security.
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Our grounds for complaint this year ace not so numeeous. Instead, we can

highlight many encouraging davelopments over the past 12 months. Apart from the

progress in the INF talks, we have seen the first stages of the implementation of

the Confeeence on Security and Co-operation in ~urope procesa. We have read with

intoeest recently that North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) officers were well

satisfied with the co-operatlon they weee shown as tney obseeved Warsaw Pac~ troop

manoeuvees, in accordance with the Stockholm a9reement.

We also witnessed the signing of an important agreement in WaShington last

month on the establishment of risk-reduction centres. There have been indications

of future progress in the negotiations C~ the eliminat~on of imbalances in

conventional forces in Europe. ~he United States &nd the Soviet Union have agreed

~o begin negotiations on limitations on nuclear te9tin~. In the ~onference on

Disarmam~nt, work is progressing on the negotiation of an agreement to ban chemical

weapons. In the biological we~pons field, we have seen ste~s taken to enoance

confidence in compliance with the biological weapons COnvention.

rn New Zealand's own region, the South ~ac1tic, we hdve welcomea the entry

in\.o force of the South Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty, the Treaty of Rarotonga.

And at the International Conference on tne Relationship between Disarmament and

Development, held here a few weeks ago, a broad international consensus was

achieved on a Final Document that explores the way in which disarmament Qnd

1evelopment might enhance the security of us all.

That is a pretty good harvest in only 12 months. It looks especially gOOd by

comparison with the crop from the previous decade. It proves - if proof were

needed - that the path to a less miLitarized and more secure future is open to us.

We may hope that events in 1988 will build upon the progress achieved this year.

If the momentum is not to be lost, concrete aneusures will have to be a~reeo 1n d

number of areas.
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New Zealanders hope that progress in the bilateral and multilateral

negotiations in their various forums will lead towarua ~ less nuclear and more

stable world - a world in which the risk of nuclear war does not threaten to wipe

out tile achievements of centuries, a world in which the elimination of conventional

force disparities will lead to a balance of such forces at significantly reduced

levels, a world in whiCh, as my Foreign Minister said in the general debate in the

General Assembly a few weeks ago,

"no country Cdn claim to have to rely on nuclear weapons as a gUdrantor of its

security". (A/42/PV.28, p. 38)

One step towards a leas nuclear and more stable world was taken by the

New Zealand Parliament earlier this year when it passed legislation which provides

that no nuclear weapons shall be allowed into New ~ealand. Tna legislation was

enacted only after extensive reviews had been undertaken of New Zealand's defence

and security needs and following a protractea pub.l.ic ueoate. There is widesprl:la<.l

agreement that the presence of nuclear weapons anywhere in New Zealand territory

would not contribute to our security, that New Zealand shOUld, tlleretore, be

nuclear free.

New Zealand has also joinea with other countr.ies of toe tiouth ~aclfic region

in adopting a nuclear-free-zone Treaty that, among its provisions, legally

prohioits the stationing of nuclear weatJOns on their land tertltory. The tiout/l

Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty, known as the Harotonga Treaty, is an expression

of the determination of countries of the region that it should rellldln frtle ot

nuclear rivalry between the nuclear-weapon titates.
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'l'he 'freaty io a further piece in the jigsaw of denuclear !zed zones in the

soul;hern hemisphere, abuttiny on two 1l1des the '\ntal:ctic 'l'f'laty and the 'l'reaty of

Tlatelolco, which applies to the Latin American continent. Earlier this month, my

Foreign Minillter receiveu a proposal to enhance co-oper~tion between partles to the

Treaties of Tlatelolco and Rarotf)ng'" 'rhat proposal, made by the Secretary-General

of the Agency for the l:'rOhlbition of Nuclear We<1iJons in Latln Ameuca (O,,"i\NA.. j, ancJ

by the Foreign Minister of Mexico, is for an agre...nent between OPANAL and the South

Pacific l::.ua u of ~conomic Co-operation, the organi.l:ation tr at adluinisters the

Treaty Jf Rarotonga. Tne draft agreement propolled to my Foreign Minister provides

for regular consultations, excnanges of obll~rvers and sCl'.Jntific co-operation - the

sor.t of practical and rtlC'lis.:ic measures from which both organizations wi.ll benefit.

New Zealand set's tllis proposal as a useful step torward in respect of

disarmc\mer~. We have undertaken to convey it, with a supporting recommendation, to

othet members ut the South Pac If ic ~'orum.

A specific aim of the Trdaty of Rarotonga ill that discordant nuclear

activities, such as the testing by ~rance ot i~1l nuclear weapons at Mururoa Atoll,

should cease. South Pacific countries have repeatedly affirmed their oppositlon to

th9se tests. We deeply {egret that France neverthelesll contlnues to conduct its

nuclear-t~sting progranune in our region. If '~eW <lealand's objections to French

nuclear testing are voicuu in particulariY strong terws, its preelseiy because

chose testq do take place in our region. But we are opposed to testing by all

countries - we repeat, all countries.

As ~n observer of th~ Cunftlrt!Oce on Disarmament, New Zealand /las paid close

attenti.on to its "tteffillts to reach agreement on a basis for getting work under way

on the IJriority lte", of i.ts agenda - item 1, on a nuclear-test ban. We have
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observed the failure of those efforts again this year with growing concern and

disappointment.

New Zealand firmly believes that the negotiation of a comprenensive test-ban

treaty is the most urgent; practicable nuclear-arms control measure that could be

taken by the international community. Such a treaty would ban all testing by all

nations in all environments and for all time. It is the single step that would do

more than any other to slow the remorseless advance of nuclear weapons development

and reduce the prospect of other countries acquiring nuclear weapons. Even the

most far-reaching of arms reductions agreements would be of limited net effect if

the ability to experiment and to develop and refine exotic nuclear technologies

remained unimpeded.

In the joint statement issued at WaShington on 17 September, Mr. Shultz and

Mr. Shevardnadze announced that they had agreed to negotiate on nuclear-testing

issues. New Zealana welcomes that announcement. Finally, tne two States with the

largest nuclear arsenals are to resume negotiations on the single most important

way in which the nuclear competition between tnern can be curtailea.

But we rnust say that the agenda and schedule envisaged in the joint statement

for tnose talks fall short of what New zealand believes to be necessary. Toe

statement did not affirm a comprehensive test-ban treaty as the necessary first

step in the process leading to a more secure, denuclearized world. Rather, the

United States of America and the Soviet Union agreed to negotiations that would

lead to the complete cessation of nuclear testing only R as part of tne effect1ve

disarmament process", Which would have as its first priority the goal of reducing

and elilainating nuclear weapons. In other words, it seems that a test ban w11l

follow the reduction and elimination of nuclear weapons rather than help facilitate

that process. It will be a consequence of other moves rather tnan an instrulRenta.l

move itself.
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



SK/9 "'/C.l/4'J./IN .14
J3

(Mr. McCowell, New ~etland)

What concerne the New Zealand Government is that the 90al of reducin~ and

eliminating nuclear weapons - a goal at the very qreCiteat im~ortance - will oi'lly be

delayed if it is aeen as a nece88ary pre-col~ition to, rather than the result of, a

comprehen8ive test-ban treaty. we f~ar that so lon~ as teat!n~ cOlltinues to be

permitted, de.tabilizing prea8ures re8ulti ram development8 in weaponry

faCilitated by nuclear te8ting will serve to impede the arma reduction procls... I<.e

would alao be concerned at the application of nuclear technology to space-baseu

defensive or offensive strCite~ieB.

It is sometimlts claimed that nuclear testiny is neclt8sary to 'insure contldence

in the reliability of existing nuclear weapon8. We have doub~8 about the validity

of that clai.n, for there is eviaence that until com~aratively recently, no nuclear

test8 were carried out to prove reliability alone.

Sometimes the claim i8 made tnat with existin~ technology it would not be

pos.ible for a comprehen8ive te8t-ban trqaty to be monitored with the necessary

degree of confidence. New Zealand believeb tnls claim shoulu be put to the teBt.

We believe that the technology and techniques upon which verification of a test-ban

treaty would depend are .veileole now. Woat hae been absent is the politlCal wlll

to deploy them.

According to toe jOlnt stoilelnllnl by l~r. Shultz ana t-lr. SOtlvarc.1nedze, the

United States and the Soviet Union would begin their negotiations 011 testin~ issues

before 1 Llecember of this year. We ur.,;e the two .. io..... to ..cce~t toe pr\:lIllISe thl1t

the difficult process of reducing and eliminating nuclear weapon.. will be made

easier in the stable climate englilnoerea by a halt in the develupment of 1II0re exoti<.,

nuclear technologies and to regotiate accordingly. otherwise, as in the past, we

may find toat efforts to reduce and eliminate nuclear weapons are overtaken oy the

development and application of new technologies, leading to a new spiral in the

nuclear-arms race.
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At the same time aa we call for prOlJuss in bilateral negottations, we urge

all Stiltes memlJerll of tlllil ConferencliI on Oharmal1llilnt to al.l.ow aUl:Jstantiva work to

begin on a multilat.ral tr.aty. That work has baen delay.d too long. Now, as the

United Stat.a and the Soviet Union con~ence negotiations, the Conference on

Uisarmament should k.ep pace or even l.ad the way, particularly in the important

lr~w of verification. New Zealand strongly urges the othlilr nucl.ar-weapon State.

to take an active and constructive part in that proc.as.

We shall also be looking to the Conflilrlilnce on lHliIarmamellt to br ing its

negotiations on a chemical-w.apons t,reaty to a succe.sful conclusion. Th. u•• of

chemical weapons in the Iran-Iraq confllct has shak.n us all. Recent reports that

chemical weapons may have been used in civilian centres in the area of conflict,

und that their uae and possession may ba spreadiny, are alarming. 'l'h.... w.apons

are abhorrent. The violation of international l.gal prohibitions occaaioned by

their use is totally un~cceptalJle. We must all insist that tne use, devlillopment

and manufacture of those weapons stop.

The end at the negotiatlons in th" Conterence on uisarmament on a conventlon

on a comprehensive ban on the dev.lopm.nt, production, acquisition, stock(Iiling,

transfer and use of nu~lear weapons is tantalizlnyly close. but much dlfficult

work remains to be done before that goal is reached.

Some sections of the draft convtlntion ar" ditficult in a teChnical sena., such

as the question of lists of, and regimes for, different cate~ories of chemicals in

connection with draft article VI. S~ne sections are dlfficult primarlly Uecauye of

political or commercial sensitivitles. In this regard, New Zealand has been

pleased to ~ee that suuh a ditficult is~ue as challenye inapection has for th~

first time received substantive treatment in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on

Chemical Weapons.
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There have been othvr dev~lopments that have helped to improve the neqotiating

climate and fill in some of the g<lpa in tha knowledge of those negotlating the

chemical weaponl convention. For example, last year negotiators were invited to

visit a chemical facility in the NBtherl",mis, and the Unlted ~ ~ate6 provided

details to the Conference on Disarmament on its chemical wellpons stockpile sites.
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Ju"t thia month a large number of State. that are member. or ob.erver. of the

COnference took up an invitation from the Soviet Unioll to lend re~rellentativel to

viait ita chemioal-weapon faoility at ShikhallY. Thia waa a development we loomed by

New Zaaland. It provided an opportunity to receive information on ~ovi.t ohemioal

munition. and toxi~ agent. and on methods of de.truction of chemical weaponry.

Thi. i. an important proce•• which must continue, for le.s seems to be known about

the composition, .ize and location ot chemical-weapon .took. than i. the ca.e with

nuclear ar.enals. Only two countries have declared that they have them. To some

extent, therefore, negotiator. are working in the dark on the weapon. that they are

trying to ban. The A••embly might conlider whether there i. anything that it can

do to encourage State. that have chemical weapons to provide details on their

.tockpile.. Tho.e State••hould allo con_iaer their re.pon.ibllitie. to facilitate

the negotiation••

While we welcome the progre.s that ha_ been made, we empha_ize the need for

continued flexibility before final treaty language will be found for inclu_ion in

the so-called rolling text of the draft cOII\,,,ntlon.

With continued goodwill, difficult i._ues can be transformed from policy

problems to mere dratting prnblems. There .nould be no let-up <Jurin,:! the

additional meeting. t.hat have be.n Icheduled for later this year and next January.

The overall goal must remaln the elimlnation of all chemi~al weapons as

rapidly as is practicahle. A convention banning chemical weapons would break new

ground and be of enormous significance to the broader disarlllament and arms-control

process.

Earlier this year we saw the successfuL concluaion ot the m.etln':! et

scientific and technical experts on biological weapons, which agreed on data and

information-exchange measures. Tnat should help to build cont id"nce in compliance

with the biological weapons Convention. The New Zealand Gevernrr.ent recently
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submitted information to the Secretary-General in accordance with the

recommendation of the meeting of experts.

The third .pecial 8e•• ion of the Genelftl A••embly devoted to dilarmament is

scheduled to convene in New York next year. ~Iany of us will be present then. we

will be able to evaluate the progres8 made in implementing the recomme~dations

adopted by the lIeneul Assembly at its f irlt sl?eoial less ion devoted to d iaarlllllluent

in 1978. More important., we will be able to con.ider our future goals and th~

procedures and institutions in which w~ will pursue them.

At the preparatory Committee meeting held in May and June of this year, States

Members adopted an agenda for the special 18ssion. Much more work will be re~uired

of us if we are to stand any chance of reaching meaningful agreement next year. We

have already outlined New Zealand's priorities at the special session. The arms

race, in its nuclear and conventional dimensions, as well as its prevention in

outer space, nuclear non-proliferation, the ban on nuclear teeting, nuclear-free

zones and confidence-buildiny measurel are among the substantive items that New

Zealand will purwue.

We will want to see improvements ana chanyes in certain ae~ects of the way in

which the United Nations considers disarmament issues, in the United Nations

Disarman,ent Commission and in the First Committee in particular. We will want

attention to be paid to the current impediments in the way of many countries which

would wish to participate fUlly in the work of the Conferelloe on U1SarmalUent. And

we will want the special session to give close attention to the Final Document

rec.ently adopted by the International l:onference on the Ilelatiollsllip between

Disarmament and Developr.,ent.

That Conference was a n,ajor event in the nilltory of the United "at ions

involvement in the disarmament process. Not only did it provide a needed forum for

a debate on the interrelated problems of disarlllament, devtllopment and international
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security, but it also enabled the negotiation and adoptiun ~f .n international

consensus on the way in Which those problems interart, and we thereby broadened our

understandin~ of them. We agreed on the means by which we mig.. ~ begin to confront

them in a logical and practical manner. Th~ Conterence al~o demonstrated the

ability of Member Statee to reach a9reement on important disarmament and

disarmament-related issues.

I began by notin9 th,lt NIIW :.Iealanu haa welcon,cu the recent auvance. toward••

major arms-control agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union. I

oonolude by confirming that New ~ealand welcomes the sucoessful outcome of the

International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development.

Both are hopeful indications that progress can be made in the bl.1.ateral and

multilateral attack on the problems of disarmament. New Ze~land hopes that the

next 12 months will br ing other, even more welcome, bilateral and mul.tilateral

agreements.

Mr. AL-ALFI (Democratic Yemen) (lnterpretation from Arabic) I At the

outset I am pleased to congratulate you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of thll

First Committee. We are sure that you wl1l contribute to the sucoes. ot the

Committee's work. I should also like to oongratulate the o~her officers of the

Committee. We ausure you of our co-0l'eration as you dischalge your task••

The discussions in the First Committee at this session indicate that there is

hOiJe of positive and realistic stetJs towards el1minatlny etle rillK of nuc.i.ear war

and the arms race, partiCUlarly the nuclear-arms race. with each year, we become

more hopetul and encouraged because we may at last be on the path tnat will lead to

the attainment of the objectives so hoppd for by the international community, as

reflected in the Final Document of the flrst special session of th~ General

Assembly devoted to disarmament, which outlined an international strat99Y for
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disarmament. In saying this, we hope W~ are not being over-optimistic. At the

same time, we must not underestimate the importance of any pro\jress made or step

taken towards disarmament that can also improve international celations,

particularly when it responds to the as~iratl0ns of all our peoples to s~curiti and

peace.

In this connection, we believe that the agreement in principie between the

United States and the U~SR to proceed to the elimination wf intermediate- and

shorter-range missiles has <,liven a new imtletus to international efforts to achleve

progress towards a goal to which there is no alternative. The choice facing us

today is disarmament or annihilation. In his statement in tile ~eneral Assembly

this year, the Minister of Foreign Af~airs of my country saldl

"Such an agreement wo~ld represent the first possibility of eiimlnatin\j a

category of nuclear weapons and would be a historic event reflecting a new and

increasing awareness of the realities of our nuclear age and a step towards

meeting the will of the international community to .sohie}e general and

complete disarmament under effectivft ir.ternational control."

(A/42/PV. 2 3, p. 23)

That agreement, as well as the pruspective summit meeting between the ~oviet Unl0n

and the United States - particularly af.ter the disappointment of tile Reykj~vik

sununit meeting - coula also be considerea to be

"the embodiment of a new realistic attitude in deal1ng with international

ptoblems of our tilne. 'rhis approacll, initiated by the Soviet Union, and

deserving of our high appreciatioll, is based on relations o( dialogue anu

co-operation in international affairs and on replaciny .lack of trust and

confrontation with mutual co-operation and conunon interest. It is a living

expression of the new way of thinking that is needed uy uur interde~endent

wOlla and indispensable to common peac!: effort::". (~V .23, p. 24)

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



!i'Ma/l! Ale. 1/42/pv. 14
41

(..Ir. AI-Alfl, Democratic 'iemen)

The fact that we welcome the results of the bilateral negotiations between the

United Statos and the soviet Union does not at all in any way change the fact that

disarmament is the shared responsibility of the international community, as it

affects all mankind. Hence we stress the importance of dealin,:! with disarmament

issues in multilateral intarnational forums. We hope that the agreement will put

an end to the current stalemate in the Conterence on Disarmament where no agreement

has been reached on any of the pressing questions on lt~ aqenda regardless of the

priorities unanimously agreed in the tenth special session of the General Assemuiy.

We hope that practical measures will be adopted with the aim of putting an end

to the risk ot nuclear war, achieVing nuclear disarmament, declarin,:! a complete

test ban, preventing the militarization of outer space, elaborating an Overall

disarmament programme, concludin9 a treaty on tne non-use of nuclear weapons

against non-nuclear-weapon States as well as a complete ban on chemical weapons.

In this respect, we commend the conlitructive, positive inltiatives of the

Soviet Union towards the elimination of nuclear arsenals and hope that the other

nuclear-we~pons States, partiCUlarly the United States will respond positively.

The reality which the international community has come to recognize is that

the issue of disarmament is a matter of survival for all ,nankind. It is the line

between being and extinction, ptogress and backwardness. Hence, the awarent; . that

progress in the field of dis4rmament i: closely linked with the worla's auility to

face up to the socio-economi~ challenges in the field of development. It was

neither new nor stranye that the lntt!rnational Conterenct! on the HelationstlltJ

between Disarmament and Development affirmed the intrinsic relationShip between the

two.
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If the Conference fell short of expectations, particularly with regard to the

question of creating a fund to channel the resl,)urces re.l.eased by disarmament to the

development of developing countries, the fact remains that the final document of

the Conference was a step in ttle ril:Jht direction. Our taek is to co-o~erate in

translating the action programme adopted by the Conference into tangible measures

that would benefit all mankind and promote the development at all, es~ecially the

developing countries.

A lot has been said in recent years on the necesSlty for achieving

conventional disarmament. We wish to state categorically that we do not disagree

with any sincere, genuine eftort to achieve that obJect1ve, but we cannot acce~t

that this slogan may be used to divert attention from the priorities agreed upon by

consensus in tne first special session ot the General Assembly devoted to

Disarmament - namely the achievement of nuclear disarmament and thus avert the more

serious threat to mankind and civilization. We cannot go along with the attem~t to

put nuclear and conventional on par.

We need not reiterate our support for the efforts of the United Nations aimed

at establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones as a step towards general and complete

disarmament under etfective international control. There is no alternative to this

ultimate goal which we hope will be achieved in the field of disarmament.

In that connection, we support ettorts aimed at the establisllHlent ot a

nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle ~ast. We believe, however, that that

retjuires three basic conditione which have ueen set out 1n United Nat10ns

resolutions. The situation is crystal clear and so are the prerequisites: Israel

has to accede to the Non-Proliferation 'I'reaty, place 0111 its nuclear act1vities

under the safeguards of the International Atomic J~nergy Agency and desist from

developilllj nuclear weaponn, produce them, te!;t them, or aCcjulre them uy any meatH"
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it must not place nuclear weapons or eXVlosive devices, either in Israel or in any

of the territories currently unaer its occupation.

While we affirm the importance of the fulfilment of those conditions, we wish

to warn at the same time of the grave risK of the acquisition ay Israel of nucluar

weapons. This acquisition by Israel of nuclear weapons is an established fact to

which some of the cnuntries that support Israel tend to turn a bllnd eye, whilo

they make a great commotion about unconfirmed reports that other countri~s intend

to acquite such weapons. Israel's record in l1~fyin'J the will ot the internatwnai

community, added to the fact that its nuclear activities are not subject to the

safeguards of the International Atomic ~nergy Agency, are cause enouyh for the

international community to take tangible measures to put an end to any form of

co-operation with Israel in the nuclear field.

Once again, we wish to point out the validity of the conclusions reached 111

the report of the Secretary-General tJresellted to the thirt.y-seventh Se>lS10n 011

Israeli nuclear armaments. 'fhose conclusiol'ls have been confirmed by other, more

recent, international reports and lndeed by Israeli sources.

Equally, we view with concern the development of the nuclear capability of the

racist regime in south Africa and consider it a threat to international ~eace dnu

security. This nuclear capability, in the hands of Pretoria, will only perpetuate

the policy of apartheid - a policy whose elimination is souyht by the lnternadol1dl

c0mmunity. It is our belief that the implementation of the Declaration on the

Denuclearization of Africa, adOPted by Heads of titate and Governments at the

Organization of African Unity in 1964, will be a very important step towarlls the

realizat ion of the aspirdt ions ot the pt!oples of the 1\[ r ican cant went, ill 'Jellt!r d I,

and the peoples of southern ,Ur iea, in partiCUlar. 'l'he acqui.sition by the r<lClst

reyimes in tiouth ,\trica <lnd Israel of the cap<lbility fur the I'roduL'lWn dnd
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acquisition of nuclear weapons and the collaboration between the two regimes in

this field pose a grave I:hrel:lt, not only to the Arab C1nd African ppo~.Lea in the

Middle ~a£'t ...ld Africa, but also to :l.nternational peace and seC',urity. '1'he

international cOIRlllun:l.ty should take ilMleCliate ana urgent steps to face ut> "0 this

grave development, to ensure that some Western StaleS should cease thb practice of

Sll,JplYlng both racist re\limea with the nece~:,s4ry tecnnology that htd.i'!:l tnllm uevelo;)

Lheir ability to produce nuc11ar weapons, ~t a time when th~y refuse adamantly tv

collaborate with countries which place thllr ~eaceful nUCled( inatCll.Latior.~ to tne

safeguards of the lAEA.
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In his statement in the General Assembly, the ~linister for Foreign Affaira of

my c~~ntry highlighted th~ risks begettiny our region, which is rart of the Indian

Ocean region, and pointed ~ut the ~onsequenc8s of a situation that involves thtl

intenRific~tionof military presence ana imveriali~t interference ~nd has

heightene., tension in the region. Tha glaring proof is the musive build up of

navul and land forces and the Unite,j States "Bright Star" military mano,Juvres in

tIle area.

We stress our intention to end those threats, tlrOll1ot ".he eftccts of the

countries of the region to being peace and secudty to the llrea, and we belill'!e

that the adoption of tangible m\.aBures to d.,.::lare the Inoldn Ucean a zone of peace

will make a great contrioution ';o\lards the ell.mination of those theeats and the

promotion 0f stability ·~d securlty.

In this direction, we believe that the Conference on the Ind:an Ocean is d

necessary, practical step to bring about the early achlevemel(. of the declaration's

objectives. Therefore we .::all for renewed constructive efforts and thtt necessary

political will to achillve those yoals.

As Olle of the countries on the Indian Uceall, we dre concerned tha'~ some

circles cont1nlll: to obstruct the work ef the~ Col1\J1\ittee on the Indi.an Oc",an

in preparing for the Confere''''I!, contrary to the wiaheE", of the majority of its

members. We appeal for further C'dl.structive efforts to ensure the holdin'J of the

Conference on the Indian Ocean. We tJxpreu& aur reyret and concern thdt the draft

resolut ion recommended by the Ad Hoc Comml t tee has poatooned the ConferfHlce to

19~O. We ask for t ur ther cQ-u!Jer atiun and pae t. 1c lpat iun at the p'HIll.. tlttnt members

of the Security Council, the major maritime users, and the littoral and hinterland

States of the Indian OCt!an to ensurt! the eacly uonclllsion of the preparatory work

for the Conference, to convene the Conference and achieve positlve results.
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W. hop. that this ••••ion will witness a qual1tative step tvwards the adoption

of m.a.ur•• aim.d at the realization of the aspiratIon. of vur (Jeoplall for

pro.perity and progr.... We ar. aware that our coll.ctiv. r••pon.ibiliti.s demand

conc.rt.d .ffort. and the adoption of spec1fic mea.ure~ in tna face ot the dangers

that b••• t u.. We .arn••tly hope that the positive statem~nta made will be

tran.lated into tangible action in the service ot all mankind.

~~ (Bhutan) I Allow me to begin by extending the warm

congratulation. of my delegation to you, Slr, on your unanimous election as

~hairman of the Committee. I should also like to felicitate the other officers of

the Committee on their ~lection. I am confident that, under your wise Qnd al,le

.t.ward.hip, our d.liberations will reach fruitful concluaions.

I ahould also like to take this opportunlty to congratulate your pre~ecessor,

Amba.sador Zachmann of the German Democratic Hr'public, for the judicious Illanner in

which he presided over the Committee during the previous ..-ession 01 the General

A.aembly.

In our statement in the Committee during the forty-first seaS1'lh of th~

G.neral A•••mbly we expressed our sadnells over the f.act that the promise held out

by the Reykjavik sUINnit remained unfultllled. Nevertheless, we also ex~ressed the

hope that the two super-Powers would in the near future come together to share a

common vision and political will to remove the awesome spectre of a nuclear

holocaust that ha. haunted mankind with an ever-growing threat to its very

survival. Such optimism was founded in our abiding faith that the same yenius,

wisdom and courage that had engendered the two super-Powers would prevail "'er the

insanity and futility of their nucledr-arms race.

For the first time in decades the increi>!lingly apathetic and despair iny 'lo~.I.-1

has b,»n Y~4k~n. It has b~en shak~n not by the tear ot an imminent disaster, war

or any form of human tragedy, but by the belief in the dawning ot d new ~rd - cl
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beginning towards a safe ~nd secure world for UI and for posterity. Indeed, the

recent agreement in ~'r inoiple between the two lIuper-Powerl to dismantle thell.[

intermediate nuclear forcel hal inspired in UI the r••urgence of the fwmiliar but

dying hO~~ for a world free at the threat of a thermonuolear war from whioh car.

emerge no viotor or vanquished. In the general, debate, on 6 October, the Foreign

Minister of m~ countrj, Bhutan, Mr. Lyonpo Dawa Taerlng, spoke of the Bnutane••

conviction that

"the two super-poweu, imbued with purpose and vision, havlt \)nbarked on an

undertaking of heroic proportionl!l, an undertaking wl ..tch SGekfo to enaure the

very survival at the human raCd.

" we hope thllt the summit meetlng IJetwlIen Presioent Reagan and Glfneral

Secretary Gorbachev latlfr in the fall will become a rsal turning-point in the

history of East-West relations and will hera16 the begi~nin9 of the process lf

eliminating all ••• nuclear weapons aa well as other disarmament measures.

The world will then become an infinitely safer place in whiCh to live and the

two leaders, throu9h their contribution to the disarmament prvcess, would have

oarved Ol\t for themselves honoured nichl!lI in the history at mankind."

(A/42/PV.~7, p. 47)

We began this yellr's deliberations in a mure favouri!lble and stimulating

climate generated by the agreement between the two super-Powers. We hope that that

action will inuplre otner nuclear Powera of the world to exercise self-relltraint

and control in the testing and development of nuclear weapons and in addinlJ to

their stockpiles. It lS also ho~ed thi:lt those countrles which have Oevelo~ed tne

capability to produce nuclear weapons, particularlj developing countries, will

desist from taklng the futile path and il,stead d~~ote their scarce resources ~nd

energies to meeting the more basic human needs of their peoples.
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



BG/J.:.l A/C. 1/42/'iV. 14
49-50

(Mr. Thinley, ~hutan

Although recent event. have been encouraging, they nave ~nfortunately not

altered .ome of: the badc reaUtie. facing th" international community. 'rhe 9lobal

military expenditure i. fa.t approaching th6 .taggering amount of '1 trillion

per annum. While we an heartened by the ray of hope that 11aa been .hlld on nuclear

di.armamer.t, we .ee no comforting .ign. in the area of the ~onventional arms race,

..rhich cOllsum•• a major portion of g.Lobal militalj expenditure and thus directly or

indirectly hinders development.

In this contflxt, my Government ia pleaoed to note that the recent

International Conference on the Relationship between Di.armament and Development

e.tablished a close ann mu.Ltidimensional link between di.armament and development.

The Final Document, which wa. adopted by consensus, provides guidelines for further

international effort. on the two inter[elated questions. We h~pe that this

important subject will receive due priority on the international agenda.

Both as • member of the world communlty committed to thft 90als .et out in the

United Nations Charter and as a Buddhist State deeply entrenched in the values of

non-violence and brotherhood, Bhutan suppurts ~.Ll measure. aimed at any form of

di.armament. In this connection, we believe that a comprehensive-nucleAr-test ben

is of paramount importance on the international disarmament agenda. Such a oan

would be a fundamental and practical step in preventing further research on and

development of these we~pons.
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Bhutan accedl.d to the Tr8at:t on the Non-!'-roliferation of NUClear Weapons in

Ma:t 1985, convinced that the Treat:t w~s essential to internatlonal ~eace anu

security. We also believe that the e8tablishment of nuclear-weapon-free zon~s on

the basls of arranqement~ treel:t arrived at between the titates of the re~lon

concerned is an important step towards global disarmament. Similarl:t, we welcome

the coming into force of the karotonga 'freaty for a SOUtll Pac iHc nucleu-free zone.

While nuclear-weapon States must shoulder the biggest responsibility in

conUibuting to the c..iisarmament proctlss, we must str81lS tne importancs ot

multilateral negotiations. The very nature of the subject and its destructive

capacity transcend geographical and political coundaries. T~erefore, all issues of

international concern should be Ultimately expressed or resolved in the

multilateral context. In this reqard, my delegation is of th~ view that the role

of the Conference on Disarmament, the sole multilateral disarmament negotiating

body, should be made more eftectivtl.

An issue wh ich demands our ser 10US attent 1011 15 the use of uhemical Wtldpon...

It has been pointed out that chemical weapons can be developed and produced with

relative ease, and dt low cost, by any country that lIas reachtld an aPllr~/;l.al:ll.e

level of industrial and technological progress. We hope that the drafting of a

convention on the prohibition of cnemical weapons wlll btl successfully concluaed by

next year.

As a hinterland ~tate at the Indian Oce~n reglon, W~ view the heightening of

tension in that reyion wit h serious concern. In an effort to red:lce tension and

eliminate the threat of war, c~lntries ot the region have sought tu declare it a

zone of peace, free of any ("reign bases. We believe that the quest for peace

should prevail ever certain selfish interests. Once agdln, we express our hope

that an international conference on the Indian OueaH ·.... ill be convened so that the

issues concerninq th~ Indian ucean uan be satisfactorily resolved.
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



JP/.m A/C.l/42/PV.14
52

(Mr. Thinley, Bhutan)

My delegation i. of the view that the work of the Gen.ral A.s.mbly at this

•••• ion 18 of cruciai importance in .nsuring the success of the third special

•••• ion d.vot~d to dis~rmament, .cheduled for ~9Gij. To this .nd, the mom.ntum

g.nerat.d by rec.nt initiativ.s should not be allowed to di&osi~ate. Rather, we

mu.t nurture our renew.d hope and, with r.gain.d strength and vitality, endeavour

to realize the vision of lasting peace on earth, to which we all stand committeu.

Mr. NASHASHIBI (Jordan) (interpr.tation from Arabic) I Many people

b.li.v. that ,in the pAst four deCAdes nuclear "eterrence hAS saved humanity hUIIl

the outbreak of a new world war. That may b. tru.. However, the balance of terror

which reigned supreme in military strat.gy has in the mean timtl dontl ilway with our

common humanity, because it is devoid of Any .thical meaning. Ftlw of Ufl realize,

for .xample, that more than 150 armed conflicts have t",ken place since tne end of

the S.cond World War, with grave and painful implications for most of the peoples

of the world. A total of 20 million people nave lost tneir lives as a result.

Most of thvm were innocent victims of the power game and the barbarism of man.

Th.re are still more than 40 miiitary conflicts raginy inside certain titates

or betw.en States. For example, the Middl. East region, to which my country

belongs, is the arena for threv military conflicts, the most ferocious known in the

hi.tory of man. They are a blot on man's history, but I do not want to go into

that now.

Jordan, like many other peace-loving countr lea, welcomed and pinned <J reat

hopes on the Reykjavik meeting last year between the leadera of the United States

of Amer ica and the ::;oviet Union. We consider that itll results, includiny at tne

very least the breaking of the stalemate between the two super-Powerll, represent d

posltive step towards understanding dnd conatru~tive dialogue, WhlCh may ledd to

narrowing the biy gap between the tioviet Union and the United States on the

outstanding complicated problems of curbing itnd lIaltiny the drillS rdee in all fieldt>.
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Jordan al.o weloom.d the agreement in prinoiple between the United State. and

the Soviet Union on the elimination of intermeaiate- and .horter-range nuol.ar

mil.ile. in Europe. We regard the agreement as ~ fir.t ~ter on the long road

toward. the g~al of eliminating all .trategio nuclea~ we.pons. Jordan hope. that

the .ummit me.ting between tne lead.r. of the United StateI of Amerioa and the

Soviet Union will take pl~ce and that the .9reemwnt in prlnciple betwe.n them wll1

become a reality .0 that the dialQ9ue may oontinue ~ith a view to building

confidence and continuins to .01vll the outltllind1ng !l'roblalRI bltween tnem.

We oon.ider the United Nation. to be the body in which oonflict. and dilpute•

• hould be solved p.aoefully, thus avoiding .xpo.ing the world to mar. dreadful

competition in regard to the po••••• ion and d.v.lopm.nt ol w.apon. of ma••

destruction. Certain Stat•• would than no longer f.el the n.ed to allocat. a major

part of th.ir r••ource. to d.veloping th.ir military power inatead of me.ting the

requirements of social and .conomic develo!l'ment.

My country participat.d in the Int.rnational Conf.rence on the Relationship

between Oharmament and u.velopm.nt, held I'll N.w York from :.t4 Au~u.t to

11 September this year to r.view all a.peot. of the link b.tw••n disarmamont and

develo~nent, and we support its goals. It was neld to study the r.sults of the

stuper,dous military expenditure., IlIpecially by the State. po••••eing nuclear

weapons, !lnd the re.ults of .uch expenditure. on tllw world economy and on the world

economic and social .ituation. Th. Conf.rence alia conlidered way. and mpan. of

saVing more resourc.s for devltlopm.nt throu~h di.armam.nt measure., e.peclally for

the developing countries.
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My country allo lupportl the r'Qu••t to the O.n.ral AI••mbly to k.ep under

periodi~ r.vi.w the r.lation.hip b.tw••n di.arlnan~nt and dey.lo~n.nt, includlny

9ivlft9 con.14.r.tlon to the ..tt.r at the thlrd .peeial ••••lon d.vot.d to

di.ac••n.nt, whloh w. hope will b. n.la At a .uitabl. tlm. n.xt y.ar. Ily
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The arms race, especially the nuclear-arms race, has reached disquieting

levels. Humanity faces the danger of self-annihilation because of the huge nuclear

arsenals. In order to eliminate the danger of nuclear war, we must halt and

reverse the nuclear-arms race. The countries with the largest nuclear arsenals

should assume their responsibility vis-a-vis the international community and

reverse the nuclear-arms race and achieve nuclear disarmament. They should also

cease forthwith the threat of the use of such arms.

I wish to refer here to the note by the Secretary-General on Israeli nuclear

armament, contained in document A/40/520, where it is stated:

"States Members of the United Nations have over the years shown

increasing concern regarding the danger of the introduction of nuclear weapons

into the Middle East, particularly in view of reports that Israel may have

developed a nuclear weapon capability." (A/40/520, para. 7)

This development has been confirmed by the Israeli nuclear technician

Mordechai Vanunu, \,'ll'J worked at a nuclear-bomb plant for over 10 years and is at

present on trial in Israel. His statements have been substantiated by a technical

investigating team that included both American and British experts. It proved that

Israel today is in possession of many nuclear weapons and its nuclear-weapon plant

is situated underground, below the Negev Desert, or next to the Oimona nuclear

reactor.

Moreover, Israel has the capability to transfer such weapons to targets deep

within neighbouring countries. Israel has had recourse to a smokescreen policy

regarding its nuclear installations. Since the late 1950s, it has illegitimately

acquired nuclear technology and nuclear substances; and in this respect it is

co-operating with the racist regime in South Africa.

I also wish to refer to the fact that the General Assembly noted with concern

at its thirty-ninth session Israel's persistent refusal to commit itself not
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to produc. or po••••• nucl.ar w.apon., despite repeated call. by the Gen.ral

Assembly, the Security Council and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),

as well a. ita refu.al to place it. nuclear installations under lAEA safeguarda.

The G.n.ral Aas.mbly al.o condemned l.rael for its continuous refusal to

implement Security Council resolution 4ij7 (1981) and requested the Security Council

to investigate l.rael's nuclear activities, as well as collaboration on the ~art of

certain Statea, corporationa and individual. in th••• activitie.. Moreov.r, it

reiterat.d it. r.qu•• t to the IAEA to cease any scientific co-operation with l.rael

that might enhance I.ra.l'. nuclear capability. It reaffirmed its cond.mnation of

the continuous collaboration between l.rael and racist South Africa, which

jeopardizea the African continent in its entirety.

The inceaaant eggreasiv.ne.s of Israel's approach is not confined to its

occupation of Arab t.rritories or the displacement of their inhabitants. It went

so far as to attack economic installation., as reflected in the attack on the Iraqi

nuclear reactor .stablished for peaceful purposes under complotte IAEA safeguard••

Jordan has always supported the ~en.ral Assembly resolutions calling for the

creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones in South Asia, Africa, the Pacific - as in

the Treaty of Rarotonga - Latin America - as in the Treaty of Tlutelolco - the

Mediterranean and the Middle East. Among these resolutions are 41/4ij of

3 December 1986, entitled "Est~blishment of a nucle~r-weapon-tree zone in the

re9ion of the Middle East". That resolution

"InVites the nuclear-weapon States and all other States to render their

assistance 1n the establishment of the zone and at the same time to refrain

feom any action that runs counter to both the letter and spirit of the present

reSOlution." (resolution 4l/4ij, para. 5)
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Jordan has also supported the princi~le ot strict adh8r~~ce to the Charter of

the United Nations and strict respect for the ooligations contained tn the Final

Document of the first special session of the lieneral Assembly devoted \.:>

disarmament, which called in part~cular for confidence-building measures and for

complianc~ with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, as reflected

i~ desisting from the use or threat of the use of force against the sovereignty or

political independence of any St&te, non-intervention in the int~rnal affairs of

States and the peaceful settlement of disputes.

Disarmament cannot take place in the midst of problems and disagreements

causing disruption in the international arena. Certain arrangements shoula ue

taken to resolve those problems in a spirit of equality, taki:~ into account the

achievement of ~ecurity for all.

The two su~er-Powers bear a special responsibility in this res~ect. They mUdt

set the example, such as agree ng to start genuine disarmament, reinforce the role

of the United Nations ana respect the Cnarter, as well as to deter ag9re£Blve

States from persisting in their behaviour, so that con(idence and stanility miQht

prevail in relations between States.

I wish to conclude my statement by quoting from the statement mada by Ill.

Highness Prince Hasean ibn Talal, Crown Prince of Jordan, to the forty-second

session of the Ueneral AssemblYI

"It has been said that since war begins ln the mlnds of men it lS in the

minds of men that the defences for peace must be constructed. The time h4S

co. I' for 411 of us to adJust our thinking to contemporary realities and to

recognize that all our efforts to promote human welf.are "'ill be in vain if a

just and durable peaet! [I'mains elusive." (A/4J.!IN.ll, p. 7)
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): As representatives will have

noted in today's Journal, the General Assembly has planned consideration of the

report of the First Committee on item 62 of the agenda, entitled MGeneral and

complete disarmamentM• In order to enable members of the Committee to participate

in that debate in the plenary meeting, I am proposing that the work of our

Committee begin this afternoon at 3.30 this afternoon rather than at 3.00.

If there are no objections, I shall consider that the Committee accepts this

suggestion.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 1~.20 p.m.
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