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J.

'l'h~,etln':l WdS called to order at 10.15 a.lI\.

AGENI.>A l'n:Mti 4t1 '1'0 69 (continued)

'I'he CHAlkMAN (interpretatlon from ~'rench) I 'I'he first speaker is the

representative of r'rance, current president of the Conference on I.>isarmament, who

will intr0duce the report of the ContlHem.:e.

Mr. MORI'~L (I."rance) (interpretation from i"ranch): I should like tiO.lt of

all, on behalf of my country and as the current president of the Conference on

uiscrmament, to congratulate you, tiir, most warmly OL your tll"ction as Chairman of

the ~'irst Committee. In selecting you, the Committee has placed at lts helm d man

of vast ~xperience who, in his own country, in m3ny diplomatic posts in Europe,

Africa and Asia, dnd in the main forums of multilateral diplomacy, has always been

valued for his outstandlng dynamism. We are convinced that, thanks to your talents

and your great vigour, the ~ir8t Committee will succeed in fulfilling the role

assigned to it on the eve of the important forthcoming third special session of the

General Assembly devoted te disarmamtlnt. 1 would assure you that my ~ountry's

delegation will give you ita utmost co-operation, in keeping with the keen

friendship that exists between France dnd Zaire.

I am speaking today in my capacity as Acting Chairman of the Conference on

Di~irmament to introduce the Conference'~ report on its 19t17 session. The report

is containC!d in document CD/7t17, which has been issued as a supplement to the

Ufticial Record::\ et: the G-lnerdl Assembly (1'./42/;.-/). 1 trust that tt.e report will

be ot use te> members of the ~'i[st Committee during this session and that it will

provide all delegations with whatever use~ul elements they may need.

The 19t17 session of the Conference was held on the basis of an agenda and

programmes ot work coverillg both parts of the annual session, from February to
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(Mr. Morol, rra~c.)

April and ~ro. Junt to August. That agenda and tho8e programmea of work are aet

forth in paragraphs 1 and 9 of the rel~~rt. In 1 following paragraph. the report

containa a aumaary of the deliberation. concerning the participation of Statea not

.eaber. of the Confer~nc., th4 expansion of the .e.berahip of the Conference,

propo.al. for tha i&~rOVed and effective functioning ot the Conterence, and

.easure. relating to the financial situation of the Unitftd Nations.
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Sect~on III of the report, which runs from paragraph 26 to the end, dellcr ibes

the substantive work of th'lt Confer ..nce dur ing lta 1<l87 114'1111 ion. I would note that

foe each of the lIublltantive agenda i temll the report summar bea the viewII and

positions of var ious delegations, thus offer ing an overview of the essential

elements of the debate and of the work of the Confet:'enclt.

During its 1987 session, the Conference considered the firllt three items on

its agenda, which concern nuclear w~apons. In particular it considered ideas and

proposals for the adopl ion of appropriate arrangements for dealing with those items.

With rellpect to item 2 of its agenda, -Cessation of the nuclear arms race and

nuclear disarmament-, the Conference decided that informal meetings should be held

during its 1987 session on the substance of the item, ~d that the discussions at

those informal meetings should be reflftcted in the annual report. At the time of

the adoption of that decision, statements were made by the President of the

Conference arod by a delegation speaking on behalf of the group of Weatern countries.

The Conference waa, however, unable to find an appropriate procedure for

consideration of item 1, -Nuclear test ban-, and item 3, -Prevention of nuclear

"ar, including all related matters-.

As indicated in the repor t, the Conferltnee established subsidiary bodies in

the form of ad hoc commit tees on the follow ing items' -Chemical weapons -,

-Pr8lfention of an arms race in outer space-, -!!:tfective international arrangements

to aSllure non-nuclear-weapon States dgainst the use or threat of use of nuclear

weapons-, -Radiological weapons-, and -Comprehensive programme of ~isarmament-.

I wish to stress the considerable progress made in the negotiations held at

the Conference on a complete prohibition of chemical weapons. The informal

conaul ta tion. to beg in in NCNember and the se8S ion the Ad Hoc Commit tee is to hold

in January 1988 will permit active work on the convention before the Conference
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r"sumes its work at next year's session. Apf.'endices I and 11 to the ~_ Hoc

Committee's report, which come after paragraph 79 of the report of the Conference

to the General Assembly, describe the current state of negotiations on a draft

convention, as well as other. results of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee.

The report of the Ad Hoc Committel! establiehed by the Conference on agenda

item 5, ·Pre\ention of an arms race in outer s~ace·, is reproduced in paragraph 82

of the Conference's report to the General Assembly. Paragraph 52 of the Ad Hoc

Committee's report states that there was general recognition of the importance and

urgency of preven~tng an crms race in outer space, and readiness lo contribute to

that common objective... It wad recommended that the Conference should te-~8tlilbli.h

the Ad Hoc Committ~e with an adequate mandate at the be~innin9 01 the 1988 .ession,

taking into account all relevant factors, including the work of the Ad Hoc

Committee since its establishment in 1985.

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee on agenda item 6, ·Eff,'ctive international

arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon states against the use or threat of u••

of nuclear weapons·, is contained 1n paragraph 85 of the Conterence's leport. In

paragraph 19 of its report, the Ad l~c Committee recomnlended that ways and mean.

should continue to be explored to overcome the difficulties e, .;olOntered in ita wotk

in can"ying out negotiations on that item. Accordingly, it was generally agreed

that the Ad Hoc Committee should be re-established at the beginn1ng of the 1988

sessi.oll.

The report of the~~ Committee on radiological weapons is to be found in

paragraph 88 of the report of the Conference on Uisarmdrent. In paragraph 11 of

its report the Ad Hoc Committee notes that the work conducted by the Ad Hoc

Committee in 1987 made a I.urther contrtbutj-.Jn to the clarification and better

understanding of different approaches which continue to exist with regard to the

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



E~/3 A/C.l/4l/PV.4
8

(Mr. Merel, ~rance)

lmportant subjects under con~id.r.tion. Th~ Ad Hoc Committee recommended that the

Conference on Disarmam.nt should re-.sLubliah tha Ad Hoc Committed on Radiological

W.apons at the beginning of it. 1988 •••• ion .nd th.t th4 Ad Hoc Committe. should

draw upon the ann.x•• to it. r.port .s a b••i. for its future work.

Finally, the Confer.nc••dopt.d the r.port of the Ad Hoc Committee on the

compr.hensiv. progr.... of di••r....nt, which the Coni.~.nce had submitted to the

Gen.ral As••mbly .t it. forty-fir.t ••••ion. ay ~dupting that r.port, the

Conf.r.nc••gr.ed to the r.comm.ndation contain.d therein that the Ad Hoc Committee

should b. re-••tablished .t the out••t of it. 1988 ~e•• ion, with a view to

resolving outstanding i ••u•••nd concluding n.10ti.tions on the programme in time

for its submis.ion to the Gen.ral Aa••mbly at its third special se.sion devoted to

disarmament.

As President of the Conf.r.nc., I wish to add that the generally favouLable

political conditions in which the worK of the Conf.renca took place during the 19ij7

8e88ion permitt.d 9.nuine progr.fts and rreat.d a p08itive climat. for consideration

of a number of sub.tantive i.su•• , in particular thet of the prohibition of

ch.mical w.apons. Howev.r, th.r. was a general f.eling at the Conference that

there should b. an incr•••ed .ffort to ma:•• progress on ~ertain substantive issues

which had been under negotiation for • long time. None the le88 the In-depth

consideration of th••e out.tanding i ••u•• w•• u.eful. open exchanges of vi.w8, a

better under8tanding of the po.itions of all and the methoaical exploration of

v.rious pos8ibilitie••r. indi.p.n.ibl. to the ~ucc.s8ful functioning of the

Conference on Di.armam~nt, the sol~ ~ultilat.ral negoti&til~ body in this area.

In thi8 connection, I wi.h to plac••p.cial .m~ha8is on the progress made thi8

year in clarifying the problem of v.rification in ~en.ral. At the 1987 8e8sion,

delegations fruquently stre•••d the n••d for effoctive international verification
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systemR to increase trust and ensure respect for di••r....nt agreementa. ThIs

convergence of view. on verification i. of central ill('Ortance for future effort. in

this sph-re, not only wi thin tt.e fralliework of the Conferenctt but alao wi th r"spect

to other ongoing nugotiations.

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to the member. of the Conference on

DisarmHment, the Chairmen of the ad hoc committees, and the Conference secretariat

for their suppo~t and co-operation in the ftVer-difficult. task of preparing the

-!lor.udl rctport of the Conference on Diearmamont to the General As.embly.

I can bear witness to the fact that the annual report of the Conference on

Disarmament, which I have just introduced, is the outcome of con.iderable political

work, although th,at work may not always hlllVe bean succe••ful. I hope it wL.l

provide the First Committee with u.eful elements for ita own consideration of and

decisions on draft resolutions. The.e in turn will influence the future wo 't of

the Conference. ~hat ie the nature of the dialogue ~d interchange that provide

the pace for thp. international community'. work ih the aphere of di.armament\ we

bring from ~neva th~ result of a lengthy effort, and we hope it will lend new

RlOl1M!n tum to our wor k.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation froc French). I should like at this stag~

to welcome participants in the Unit~d Nations programme of fellow.hip. in

disarmament who are present at today's meeting_ I wish them every success in their

work.
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Hr. JAR~ (Poland) I I take great pleasul' ", Sir, in associating the

delegation of the Polish People's Republic with the congratulations and good wisheli

already expressed to you on your clectior to the chairmanship uf the First

Committee, an office which, as I recall from my own personal experience, is as

prestigious AS it is demanding. The Polish dele~ation is confident that your

stewardship augurs well for our work because, among other things, you br ing to your

office the great moral au~hority and c~edibility of the Movement of Non-Aligned

Countries, with its dedication to the cause of disarmament and peaceful

co-operation among States, which Poland and other States parties to the WarsOlW

Treaty share. r wi"lh to assure you that you will always have the unfailing good

will and co-operation of my delegation in the discharge of your responsibilities.

My congratulations and good wishes go also to the other Commi ttee officerR.

Engaging in constructive co-operation for the sake of the survival of m?nkind

is the i.4!laat the international comrn~nity can 'lo, given the odds it faces in the

ilucl4!lar and space age. Today, as ever, peace (epresent:s the supreme value. If it

is to be successfully upheld and protected, as it must be, nations must co-operate

to rid the globe of nuclear weapons.

It is for that reason that Poland welcomes th" tentative Soviet-ullit«d States

agreement to conclude a treaty on intermediate-range and ~horter-range nUClear

missiles. Th" President of the Cormcil of State of the Polish People's Republic,

Wojciech Jaruzelski, made that clear on 20 september 1987, when he said:

-The accords that have been reached open up a chance for a breakthrough

in years of efforts aimed at the consolidation of the peace and security of

nations. A historic disarmament agreement, tantamount to tot&l liquidation of

two ominous classes of nuclear weapons, has now come within our reach. The

tentative agreement reached 'it Wash:ngton is the best proof that it is only
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through painstaking and hone.t ne90tiation~ thAt nations can have their

security a••ured on new rational foundations.-

The upportunitie. the.e accord. open up and the po.itive international climate they

have already generated .hould not, and mU5t not, be ignored. Indeed, all ..mb~r.

of the community ot nation. mu.t ta!(~ furth,lr resolute steps to promot,e pr09re•• in

all field. of diBarma.nt, both nuclear and convent,ional, with a view tx> curbing

the arm. race and pleventing its .pread intx> outer space, whJ.ch wO'J.ld ha"e grave

It wa. preci.ely those oon.equence-. that the Polish delegation wanted to

eatablilih beyond a r ,a.onable doubt when, at the forti.th 8e•• lon of the Gen.ral

A••ell4bly in 1985, 'Mojciech Jaru.ehki put forward a proposal for a 8tudy on th41

variou8 implication. of the militari'ation of outer apace, to be prepared by

prominent expert. of different nationalitie8, under the aU8pice. of the

S.or41tary-Gen.ral. W. look torward to 8tudying the report when it i. cOl1lplet.d and

circulatdd.

It wUl be recalled that the leador. of the .even States parUe. tx> the War ...

Treat.y addre••ed the buic que.Uon. of war and peace in no uncertain term. at the

8erlin •••• ion of the Political Conllultati,'e COJll/lltu.e lallt May. To quote frolD the

final oo_unique of that sesllionl

-In a nuolear war there can be no winner8. For this rltallon, the Stat.e.

parUe. tx> the War • .." Treaty reaffirmed their belief that the overr!cUnq ta.k

1. to prevent war, to banish it permanently from civilization, to pre.erve

peace on earth, to put an end to the arm. race and to mewe toward. concrete

mea.ure. of diaarma.nt, pr imar 11y in the nuclelu field, with the aim of

achieving cc.plete and general disarmament.- (A/42/3l3, p. 4)
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The co..uniqu' al.o r.iterated the ~efensive n.ture of the military doctrine

of the W.r • .w Tr~~ty,

-b••ed on the need to keep the balance of military fotc•• at th- lowe.t

possiMe lev.l •• well as the d.sirability of r.duci"9 the milit.ry potentlala

tv auffici.nt levels 1UI requir.d for d.fence-. C2...:.2)

That concept w.. examined in detail in a special docu-.nt of the aerlin s.ssion

antitled -On the Military Doctrine of the Stat•• Parties to the War.~ ~reaty-.

As secretary-Gen.ra' of the Political ':onsultatlve COIIIIltt.e of the Statot.

ParUes to the Manl.w Treaty for the current term, I lIhould like to recall an offer

addressea to the Stat.. lIel'llbers of the Nort;. Atlantic Treaty Or9~laaUon (NAM) to

hold oonsultatf?n. among authoritative experla, including military specialists, in

Warsaw Olr Bruss.l. in order to COIlIpare the mUit.l1 doctrine. of the two alliances

and to ensure thaat: are based on .__ ~ensive pr incipl.s.

The aa... id.. is contained ill point:' of Pre.ident Jaruaelski's plato, which

states that in o,d4t~ tor t.he doctr b'.ea to be reciproc.lly ••••••ed as being

.trl~tJy defen.iv.,

an.lysis of their nature and t.cvelo[ ;~ent l:renl.As could ira:ewe helpful-.

The internlltional ('\'lI'lm\mity will be a"'ate, of course, that thes. are not mer.

"wr(\8 and that to support them thee. is on t.~e nef,Jotiating table l.l li.t of specific

far-l'eacbing iniHaUvea "Id proposals of fundallental 81gnificance for

~i.llarlUlIent. Formulated wi thin tile. framwork ot the historic progr~1llIIle presented

by Mikhail (',orbache'J f,'[ r 1dd1ng th-: wOl'ld of ;hJ(Jlear and chellieal weapons by the

year 2000, the SOYiet proposals hlWe been haUed the world ew.r. They have

received .trong support, and not only from the socialist and nort-aligned
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countries. They address the entire gamut of nuclear weapons I intermediate-range

and shorter-range United States and Soviet missiles in Europe, shorter-range

missiles stationed elsev:lereJ tactical nuclear weapons in Euro~, and, finally,

strategic arms. There is also the ·glObal double zero· concept, aimed at the total

removal of two classes of nuclear weapons from the arsenals of the two PowersJ

real izat ion of tl is concept now seems near. If agr eed upon, these measur es ","uld

const! tute a major turning-po:nt ill efforts to avert nuclear tr, edy and free

mankind from its nuclear bondage.

Poland has always sought to make a positive contr ibut!on to disarmament and

international securay world wide, in close co-operation with its allies and with

the non-aligned and neutral countries as well ~s with those Western countries,

especially in Europe, which take a matter-of-facl, practical and realistic ~~ptoach

to international efforts in that r&gard. Indeed, we strongly believe that in this

interdependent world the security of individual Stales, whether in Europe or

plsewhere, must be seen aa a function of wider security, both regional and global.

That sQber assessment played an important role when, on 2 October 1957,

30 years ago, Adam Rapcki, then Polish PoreiCZin Minster, submitted to the Gen£'ral

Assent>ly his plan for a nuclear-free zone in Central Europe. While the west,

regrettably, was not reJ2dy to entertain the practical implications of the plan, its

underlying philOB'.-,.·: was W\l!!ll received far and wide, as was confirmed by the

Trepty of Tlatelol<x> and '.)y the idea of the denuclear baUon of Afr ica.

For Poland, thia philosophy is still valid, and very much alive. Its basic

soundness has beer ~indlcated by the sustained appeal the concept of

denuclearization has had in many parts of the world. Let me at this juncture

congratulate the nations of the South Pacific Forum on the su.::ceflS of their

dedicated efforts to conclude the Treaty of Rarotonga, est~hlishing a South Pacl fie

nuclear-free zone.
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The plan for decreasinq armaments and increasing confidence in Central Europe

which WOjciecm Jaruzelski, President of the Council of State of the Polish People's

Republic, presented on 8 May this yea..-, is in that tradition of concern for, and

dedication to, security in a part of Europe where North Atlantic Tr~aty

Organization (NATO) and Warsaw Treaty po:itico-military qroupingR come into direct,

armed contact. A m~morandum of tho Polish Go7ernment setting forth the plan in

detail ha,. been transmitted to all interested States. Since it was dealt ~1ith at

length in the general debate in the Assembly by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of

!.>oland, Marian Orzechowski, I should like now to comment briefly only on those of

its salient point. which are of broad, universal relevance.

The plan was conceived as a response to the basic and inalienable shared

responsiLllty of n11 States - large, small and medium-shed - for the state of the

world. It seeks to promote security through cHreet co-operat.ion of the States

concerned, tho•• covered by the territorial scope of the plan: Belgium,

Czechos1<:wakia, D"!!nmark, the German Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic of

Germany, Hungary, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Poland.

Poland has concluded that the quaU ty of pol i tical, economic and cuI tural

relations in Europe, developed in the wake of ~he Conference on Security and

Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) and the proct"ss which it has set in motion, doeR not

warrant the high level of military preparedness now obtaining. [t should therefo~e

be possible for the States of the European continent, especially in its central

part, to ensure for thelll8elves an undiminished and equ~l secur ily at a consl.derahly

lower level of military potential.

Under the plan, that goal in Central Europe would be reached thrOl:,:,h a gradual.

w1 thdr awal and/or re"uctlon of sp8cif ied, nu tually agreed kinds and quan ti Hes of

nuclear and conventional "rms. Apart. from the stipol'ations (Xl arms reductio.. ,
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the initiative also provides for appropriate, far-reaching confldence- and

sccurity-buildin'l measure8 a8 well a8 for a mechanism for the strict verification

of compliance.

It is a160 :l(lt,.:ll"lorthy that the Pol~sh plan provides for the {Jossibility of

negotiating and L~t(oducing parallel, 8tag~-by-stage disarmament meesures in th6

whole of Europe, from t-,he Atlantic to the Urals. In this context, we welcome and

~upport the late8t Soviet proposal relating to the reduction ot the level of

military activity in th,~ northern part of Euro{Jt! dnd the adjacer.t areliS.

I should like now to turn to the provision in the plan fo.: joint action8 aimed

at such an eVOlution of the respective military doctrinetl that they could

recipr(~ally be assessed as strictly defensive. Thesd doctrines would have ~o be

based on the princit>le of military potential indispensable for effective defence

only. Consequently, anything in axceSi of that minimum would have to be trimmed

off through co-operation and negotiations. 'rhe a'lreed measures would have to

respect the principle8 of the equality of rights ~nd security of all partie.,

balance and recipr(~ity. The polish initiative is now the subject of intensive

bilateral con8ultation8 between the inteL~sted States.

The Polish plan, which has already come to be kno~n as the Jaruzelski Plan,

represents an eminently timely and practical building-block for the creation of a

comprehensive system of international peace and security, which Poland and other

State8 ot the socialist community jointly submitted to the General Assembly at i ..

forty-first session. It is our intention to pursue that initiative at this

session. To that end, we shall co-o~>erate closely with the non-aligned countries

and with those Wester.n countries whi.ch subscr iOO to the ultimate goal of the

system - a world free of nuclear arms, a commitment to refrain from the use of

force or threat of force, and broad, universal international co-operation based on
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the principles of equal rights and mutual benefits. We are ready to co-operate

with all States to that end. Mdres81nq military and political as well as economic

and humanil'ariall Bpheres willing to encourage and promote co-operation in those

spheres and also in regard to ecology, the propc]ed system aims - through a

non-confrontational, pragmatic dialogae between all States, with,>Ut distinction of

size or status, whether military or economic - at creating material, political,

legal, moral and psychological guarantees of peace and security for all.

The perception of security, like moral and psychological guarantees of peace,

Is rooted deep in the minds of men. It is almost a decade since, in 1978, the

General ARsembly, on the initiative of Poland, adopted the Declaration on the

Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace. I h0pe that the current, t!lird

periodic review of the implementation of the Declar",Uon will focus on th~

significant, role which that document haLl played, especially wlthin the context of

observances of the International Year of Pea~e, in fost8rinq positive attitudes in

international relations. May I in this connection express our appreciation to the

Secr~tary-General tor the attention he gave to the pre~ration of his reports on

this subject.

We ar~ convinced that in future tile Declaration will continue to promote the

shaping of peaceful attitudes of societios and that ita standing in international

life will be strengthened. Therefore, in our opinion, it is advisable to consider

the need to upgrade the international status of the Declaration.

Poland has been actively involved in all multilateral di8arw~ment negotiating

forumsl the Vienna talks on the reduction of armed forces and armaments in Europe,

the CSO:, in Stockholm, now meeting ill Vienna and, for over a quarter of a century

now, the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva. We attach major significance to all

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



JP/jpm/mh A/C. V42/PV.4
19-20

(Mr. Jaroszek, Poland)

of them, if only because their positive feedback adds momentum to and stimulates

the critically important bilateral dialoque on nuclear disarmament.

Poland has traditlonally taken a very keen int~rest in acceleral. he pace

of work on the elimination of chemical weapons. Accordingly, we had hoped that,

given the flexibility and accommodation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

a draft accord would have been in hand by this forty-second session of the General

Assembly. My country, which has never had chemical weapons and intendo never to

acquire them, hopes that the General Assembly will brinq pressure to bear on those

who are draggipg their feet on a chemical arms ban, in order to allow the

Conference on Disarmament to finaliz~ its work. That accord is urgently needed.
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With regard to questions covered by the report of the Conference on

Disarmament for 1987, which has just been introduced by the President of the

Conference, I find it very disturbing tnat no significant movement has so far been

recorded in Geneva on the all-important issues of the prevention of the

militarization of outer space or the nuclear test ban. We should like to hop~ that

the document containing the "Basic Provisions of a 'l'reaty on the Complete and

General .'rohibition of Nuclear Weapons Tests" (CD/756), which Poland has sponsored

together with aeven other socialist States patties to the Wraaw 'l'reaty, will

facilitate productJve work in that regard in 1988.

In this connect.ion, let me restate most emphatically the f1upport which I:'oland

has already expres, 'd at Geneva for the constructive and imaginative proposals

submitted by the Soviet. Union to the Conference on Disarmament on 6 August.

Specifically, we welcome the suggestion, within the context of a verification

system in A chemical-weapons convention, of adopting the principle of m.ndatory

challenge inspection.

It is with prufound satisf.action that we have taken note of the

Shevardnadze-Shultz Agreement reached in Washington to begin, before

1 December 19117, full-scale, stage-by-stage I.egotiations on the limitation () the

yield and frequency of nuclear-weapon tests, with a view to their total prohibition.

We are confident that the agreements reache~ and the announced

nuclear-test-ban negotidtions will add substantial momenLUffi to the elaboration ef

appropriate draft accords at the Conference on Disarmament J,n Geneva.

Let me finally stress that the confidenc( ~ich Poland has placed in the

Conference on Disarmament has never ebbed. We lend our full 8uppcrt., therefore, to

the suggestions made at Geneva for enhancing both the flt.atus and the negotiating
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ability of the Conference on Disarmament. Poland, in concert with its allies, will

spare no effort to make a meaningful contribution to the wor.k at that forulD -

indeed, to all the disarmament forwos we are engaged in.

My delegation may wish to speak at it later date on other, specHic problems on

the Co~nittee's disarmament agenda.

Mr. ROCHE (Canada): The Canadian deleqation congratulates you, Sir, on

your election to head this important Committee. We recognize the very impressive

credentials you bripg to your post as well as the vit41 role that Atrica plays in

our deliberations. We shall give you our full support.

The Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. Akashi, and the

member.s of the secretariat may also be a~sured of Canada's full ca-oper/tion in

advancing the international cause of disarmament.

We also congratulate the delegation of Costa Rica on the award of the Habel

Peace Prize to President Arias for hie peace plan ior Central America. ~hat is

certainly an inspiration to us all.

The meetings at the Firbt Committee this year are being beld at an auspicious

moment. We are on the eve of a historic agreement between the United States and

the soviet Union that will eliminate all entice class at nuclear weapons and be the

first accord that actually reduces the number of nuclear we&pons in the world.

The signing of an intermediate-range nuclear forces agreement dt a summit of

the leaders of the United states of America and the Soviet Union will be an

important aavance in the new openness and willingne~s ot both super Powers to reach

balanced anti verifiable arms control agreements. Although the agreement will

eliminate only] per cent of the world's nuclear arsenal, itl> political

significance is enormous, for it will also begin a process of building a better and

more suitable Ea~t-West relationship. BUilaing this relationship to enlarge
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understanding and lessen suspicion is ~ majol: task for Govecnments and peoples

around the wOl:ld.

There are additional reasons for an optimiRtl~ spirit to pervade the

Committee, for in thib year so far we have see~ progress in the negotiations fOI: a

chemical weapons treaty, preparations for a nc~ forum to negotiate conventional

force reductiOl,s in EUl:ope, the successful application of the stockholm

confidence-building agreement, an improvement in ~he risk-reduction operation of

the United States and the Soviet Union, a move by the super-Powe~s towards

negotiations on nuclear testing, with the ultimat~ objective of a complete

cessation of tests, an international consensus on the Final Document of th~

International Conference on the Relationship h~tween Disarmament and Development

that broadens the definition of security, and a dr~matic increase in East-West

exchanges and visits.

Though enormous problems and challenges remain, there is a new, caut.ious

spirit of optimitlm in international relations. 'l'his ia particularly noticeable

here at the United Nations, where the despondency over the financial crisis has

given way to an improved outlook that combines visi.:>n <And pragmatism. In Canada's

view, there are new possibilities for creative thinktng to resolve the problems ot

conflict and deprivation that still afflict large al:,!as of the world.

The International Conference on the Relationship bt.tween Disarmament and

Development was an example of this creative thJnking. In ~act, the Conf~rer~e was

a landmark, because, for the first time, the 150 participating nations, through

consensus, took a broad approach tn security, emphasizing that it consists oi

"not. only military, but ",Iso political, economic, social, humanitarian and

human rights and ecological aspects." (~lS::YNF.130/:l1, para. 14)

Workiny constructively on all these fdements of Sectlrit_y, on the one hand creates
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conditions conducive to disarmament, and on the other provides the environmant for

the successful pursuit of development. This i& a big programme and it co rirms the

over-arching fact of our time, that peace is a multi-agenda process involving

economic and social development as well as arms control measures, the protpction of

human rights and bn end to racial discrimination.

Continued action to keep this ne~ mo~entum rolling will make it possib, to

sce more clearly the first rays of dawn after a long night of impasse.

The East-West negotiating atmosphere has an inevitable impact on progress in

other arms control forums. The positive momentum which has developed has already

had importi.',nt spin-offs at the multilateral level. For example, "ew developments

in the area of conventional security in Europe offer hope of incr~ased security and

stability at lower levels of aLlnaments on tne European continent. Discussions

initiated by the West earlier this year to examine a mandate for future

conventional stability talks suggest that negotiations in this increasingly

Import4nt area will be launched in the foreseeable future. Mea~whiJp., the

provisions of the Stockholm agreement, which came into force on 1 Januarv this

year, have facilitated the observatiol of sizeable military exercises in Europe and

resulted in two unprecedented on-site inspections.
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While we all eagerly await news of progress in the Geneva talks, we should not

lose sight of tile important contributions t.hat can be made at the nati'nal level to

promoting peace and disarmament.

What practical contribution can countries such as Canada make to arms control

and disarmament? First, we urge compliance with existing treatles. To deviate

from full compliance ls to threaten the basic credibility and viability of arms

control. Canada attaches particular importance to the maintenance and

strengthening of the nuclear non-proliferation regime. We also believe that the

traditional or restrictive interpretation of tile anti-balliscic missile Treaty

should be maintained. A seco~d contribution is through gaining support for

confidence-building measures, such as openness, transparency and verification, for

these constitute the building blocks of future arms con~rol and disarmament

agreements. Thirdly, support at the multilateral level strengthens bilateral or

regional disarmament negotiations. Meaningful arms control agreements require a

step-by-step process of negot1ation based on: and in association with,

confidence-building.

Canada remains firmly committed to playing an active role in the search l~r

peace and disarmament. As the Committee knows, we have devoted considerable

resources to the study of arms control verification. We are convinced that through

our work on this issue we can make a practical and realistic contr'.ibution to the

arms control and disarmament process. Adequate and effective measures of

verification are the primary mechanism whereby compliance with arms control

undertakings is demonstrated.

If it is to be effective, verification must be fundamentally a p:utnership,

like the arms control pLocess itself. It must actively involve all the parties in

an agreement in a reg ime whose '~oal is mutual reassurc:ll\ce concerning continuing
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compliance. An effectiv~ 'erification regime is a powerfuL way of building

confidence. Verification, then, is not a luxu~·y or an unusual activity. Rather,

it is a basic and normal process that reflects a legitimate concern about ongoing

compliance \lith a commitment. The conduct of veritlcation activities must come to

be accepted as a necessary llInd normal part of the relations between parties to arm.

,;ontrnl agreements.

Canada was therefore pleased that the COlsenSU8 report of the Verification

Working Group at the Disarmament Commission this year agreed that

·vprification is 11 critically important element in the negotiation and

implementation of arms limitation and disarmament.-

Moreover, the agreement on the illustrative list of principles of verification ha.

advanced the international community's understanding of how lo apply verification.

For example, the agreement that adequbte and effective verification require. the

employmenl of different techniques, such as national technical means, internatic}nal

tect-anical means and international procedures, including on-site inspections, ha" a

direct bearing on the intermediate-range nuclear force. agreement and the

continuing negotiation ot a c~emical weapons tr6aty. Verification provisions, of

course, formed an essential element in the successful application of the titockholm

agreement.

Canada welcomes this evolution in the approach to verificatiun, for which we

have pressed for some time. We look forward to its continUing practical

application to the arms control issues on the current int"rnational agenda, and

will introduce a resolution calling for further work on verification at the next

session of the Disarmament Commission.

Nuclear weapons, of course, are not the only weapons of mass destruction.

TheLe lire also chemical weapons. The confirmed, repeated use of such weapons in
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the Iran-Iraq wa( Cb~not be too strongly deplored. The known existence and use of

che.nical weapons underline the importance of concludi~g as soon as possible a

(:emprehel\sl..ve ban on these abhorrent weapons. We shou~d note that real progress

has continued during th., 1967 aetillsion of the Conference on Disarmament. A treaty

banr,.i.ng chemical wearons will require the mout complex sel of ver ification measures

aver included in a multilateral arms control agreement. It is therefore important

the the negotiatq,rs prcx:eed with special care and diligence, Illaking as much spited

as is consistent with thoroughness. The Canadian delegation, in close co-operation

with our col1.eagues from Poland, will put forward a resolution relating to the

chemical weapc-Jns negotladons, for which we shall again be Jeking consensus

sup!?'>rt.

We shal~ also Again introduce a resolution on the prohibition of the

pr· '~tior of fj lsionable material for weapons purposes, which Wtt r.egard as an

efiectj.ve mean9 of preventing the expansion and the proliferation ol nuclear

weapons.

The realization of a nagotiated and verifiable comprehensive te~t-ban t~eaty

that would end all nuclear explosions by all countries in all environments for all

time remains a fundamental Canadian disarmament objective. We expect again to

co-sponsor such a resolution, which would inspire the Conference on Disarmament to

eRtablish an~ committee with a mandate to examine the fundamental questions

of scope, compliance "'nd verilicat.ion, &s a step towards negotiating a treaty.

Surely, now that the Unitea States and the Soviet Union have decided to recol1llllence

negotiations on nuclear testing after a hiatus of eight years, the Conference on

L isarmament ought t-:; ',e able to move together on this critical issue. Meanwhile,

we shal~ continue to SUPPOlt the Committee "n Disarmament's Group of Scientific

Experts in working towards a global seismic monitoring system, using
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Canadian expert i8e. W... dre pleased that Or. Peter Basham of Can".da has been

select.ed as co-ordinat.m for a major global t.est llS part of the development of an

international 8et .3mi.:; «lata exchange.

The attention of the international community has begun to focus on th~ thlrd

speci4l session of l:ho!l General A8sembly devoted to disarmament. CanadA remain» of

the view that tbe Gtallas for that session llr~ enormous. Failure would not only

deal a deva8tating bl()w to the continuat.ion of a meaningful role for the United

Nations in the f i.lld of disarmament., but could have negative repercussions for

ongoing negotiations. On the ot~.r hand, success would serve to re-eBtablish

confidence in the arml!l control and disarmament process and would heighten the

importance of UI.ite<l NationB effortB. '.l'he Final Document of the first special

session devoted l.O disarmament, adopted by consensus, should remain intact and

unchallenged. We should build upon tbis document, heeding the le8son~ learned

since _978. The goal of the third speci~l e881sio<l ~evoted to disarmament should be i

attainable, the international climate 8upportive, the preparations exten~ive.

Canada fully subscribes to the secretary-General's view, expressed ir. his

annual reporL, that the third special session devoted to disarmament ~rovide8 a

valuable opportunity to realize the potential of the United Nations. Moreover, as

the Secretary-General noted, verificat.ion

"is an area in which the Uni ted i~ations can make a significant contr ibution"

iA/42/l,p. 9)

and Canada expects that the ses8ion will advance the practical application of

verification in disarmame~t a9r.ements.
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Finally, I want to say a word about how this Committee works. I need not

repeat Canada's commitment to an active and effective multilateral approaGh tu armo

control and disarmament. The United Nations is a unique forum as a global

sounding-board for Mecurity concerns. We know it is true that the united Naticns

works better when the majo{ Powers are themselves Go-operating, and it js also tru~

that the machinery here in our hands needs impro' Last y_ar we dealt with

72 draft resolutions, that number io excessive, especially when many texls compete

with others and only 30 per cent /lre adopted by consensus. What do they meall to

the average person? How can the public comprehend our work?

We feel that unless the First Committee can discipline itself and tighten the

processes it runs the risk of losing credibility and having only a marginal role in

arms-control and disarmament matters. Two thirds of our decisions are taken by

straight majority vote, without regard for the views of a minority whose support

may be essential for their irnplementatlon. That is why we put particular emphasis

on the search for consensus and on greater efforts at early consultation among all

groups.

Fortunately, a growing n'..lmber of countries want to streamline the rol'" of the

United Nations in the field oC disarmament and many excellent suggestions have been

Il. Je throughout the course of the study of the United Nativns Disarmament

Commission on this queAtion, led by the delegation of Cameroon. Pr~viou8 chairmen

of the First Committee have been especially act ..ve ill rlltionalizing the Committeoe's

work as the centre-piece of United Nations efforts in disarmament. At the first

meeting of the Committee this year Amoaasador Wachmann, last year's ChaiLman,

repor~ed the progress made by an informal committee of Friends of the Chair. There

appears to be an emerging convergence of views on certain improvements. These are

chieflyl to start the s~bstantive work of the First Committee one week earlier to
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<Jive more time tor consul t,HiollIJ And negotiations on dr""ft rellolutions with a view

to <Jetting d higher percenldge ot conlJensus resulutlonlJ, to combine the general

debate with specific statemle'ntH to enable the Conunittee, from the outaet, to give

more attention to specific items, to ddvallce t.ne deadline tor the submi.aion of

draft resolutions to give more time for consideration before voting, and to reduce

the number of resolutions by l:ombining proposals on the same iusue in order to

attempt to achieve consenSUM.

Canada supports those concrete proposals and encourages you, Mi'. Chairman, to

work with the Secretariat to put these reforms into action. We are prepared to

start our work here one week ear lier next year.

Earlier, I spoke of the reasons for hope as we contemplate the progress on the

agenda ior peace. In this Committee especially we know there are no rapid remedieD

in disarmament, but the long-term strategies and ongoing negotiations are, at laut,

making a dent in the arsenals of weapons. We must contribute to the momentum of

this development. The time is ripe to improve our own processes and hence tbe

quality of our work. 'rhat challenge should enerqize UB anew.

Mr. MERKUJ.OV (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from

Russian) I Allow me to congratulate you, Mr. Chairm~"I, and the other officers of

the Committee on your election to your important poats. I sincerely wish you every

success in your guidance of the proceedings of the First Committee in which we all

repose great hope.

In today's interdependent world, t.he work of preserving human civilization and

saving it from annihilation in a war in which nuclear and other weapons of mass

destruction would be used is of pdrticular urgency.

The adverde effects of armaments cap be felt even today: they divert vast

mater~a' dnd int .. l.J.ectual reHOllrCI'S from the work of econJmic and social

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



00/8 ,\jC.l/4l/PV.4
]J

(Mr. MerKulov, UKrainian SSK)

development, the elimination of hunger and poverty, the fight against old and

horrible new diseases, and improvement of the ecology. All that was convlncingly

demonstrated at the recent International Conference on the RelationRhip between

Disarmament and Uevelopment.

The Ukrainian delegation ahares the aLarm at the situation in the world today

expressed in the course of the general debate at this session of the United Nations

~eneral Assembly. Our people are worried about how the international situation

will develop: Is there going to be an increase in tennion and confrontation or is

there going to be a strengthening of peace, a solution 01 conflicts and the

expansion of mutually advantageous co-operation?

In t~is regard, I should like to draw attention to an article by the General

Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,

Mr. Mihail Gorbachev, "Reality and s,deguards tor a safe world", issued on the

occasion of this session of the United Nations General Assembly. The article,

which has been circulated as an official document of the United Nations (A/42/574),

sets out the Soviet approaches to the shaping of a comprehensive system of

international security. At the same time, it is an invitation to dialo<]ue on

problems which are of concern to all mankind.

The Ukrainian delegation believes that the United Nations is the Organization

in which such dialogue can be fruitful and should culminate in concrete

recommendatio'Is for a world organized on the basis of new politicdl thinking. We

express our readiness, along with other States, to seek paths of peace based on

recognition by the peoples of the world of the community and interdependence of

their fates, rather than on nuclear fvrce, selfishness and hostility.

As we approach the building of the edifice of security, every floor of it muat

be constructf'd with the same care and attention. A key element here, in our view,
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is the problem of eliminating the mat.erial means of waging war. Owing to the long

standstill in disarmament talks when there was an urgent need for bold,

ground-breaking approaches to overcome inertia, the Soviet Union on 15 January 1986

put forward a concrete progranvne for tne creation of a nuclear-free world and a

stage-by-stage elimination of all types of ~eapons of m~ss destruction ~y the end

of this century. This was seen by some as a Utopian idea, but the passage of time

has amply proved the validj,ty of the Soviet initiative. On the basis of that

programme it became possible to make a conceptual breakthrough in a whole range of

problems of nuclear disarmament in the Soviet-American summit meeting at Reykjavik.

Today we note with satisfaction that the seeds sown in Reykjavik have begun to

sprout encouragingly. The USSR and the United States of America have achieved

agreement in principle on the question ot eliminating tWQ categories ot nuclear

weapons, medium-range and shorter-range missiles. For the first time in the

history of nuclear weapons there is the prospect of the physical reduction of

nuclear arsenals. This is a concrete disarmament measure and strikes a palpable

blow at the doctrines of a limited use of nuclear weapons and the sQ-callea

conLrolled escalation of a nuclear conflict. With the conclusion of a treaty on

those two categories of weapons a new page of wisdom and political vision has been

written in the history of Europe, Asia and, ind~ed, the whole world.

The Ukraine's in! '~rest in strengthening the foundations of security on tile

European continent is quite understandable: our people, like so many others, have

experienced firsthand the most grievous COPJequencea of the devastating wars in

Europe, in particular the Second World War. Therefore, the Ukrainian SSR welcomes

this important step designed to strengthen peace on the continent and throughout

the world.
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The llgreement on medium- and short.eL-fllllt).- ml.ssil.es has yet another

dimension. It will provide an impetuB to It 50 per cent. cut in strategic offensive

weapons, combined with strict compliance with the 'rreaty on the Limitation of

Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems. That approach is entirely in line wit.h the goal

set in the joint Soviet-United States statements of 1985, namely, t~ preve~t an

arms race in space and to halt it on Earth, to limit and reduce nuclear weapons and

to strengthen strategic stability. As we have seen, the significance of

implementing the principle formulated at that time of a 5U per cent cut in the

nuclear armaments of the United States and the USSR, far transcends the framework

of bilateral Soviet-American relations. The international community i~ entitled to

expect concrete accords or. this subject a~ early as the first halt of next year.

As it has officially ~nnounced, the Soviet Union is prepared to take the most

vigorous action in this regard.

We are firmly convinced that t' '~ cessation of nuclear tests is an area upon

which the multilateral efforts of States should be focused. It is high time a

solution was found to this question.

At the Geneva Conference on Disarmament the socialist countrles 3ubmitted a

joint document on the basic provisions of a treaty on the complete and general

prohibition of nuclear-weapons tests. The delegation of t:le Ukrainian SSR believes

that that document provides a solid basis for opening substantiv'l! negotiations. It

summarizes many years of experience in dealing with this item, both within the

United Nations framework and in other forums, and it takes into account the new

ideas advanced by many States, including those proposed in the statements by the

lealers of six countries on four continents.

'fhe draft treaty is a <.judli tatively llew document that is permeated with the

spirit of llf'W political thinki.llfj. 'l'his is evidenced, first and foremost, by t.he
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way in which the ques\-ion of control and verification is dealt with. The Ukrainian

delegation shares the view that eff~ctive verification and control are absolute

prerequisites of the effective implementation of true disarmament measures. In th~

light of this, the new document provides fo~ large-scale verification measures. In

particular, there is the matter of announcing the location of test sites, the

p~rticipatjon of internationnl inspectors in monitoring the roon-conduct of

nuclear-weapons tests, and the establ~8hment, to those ends, of an international

body of inspectors. The reality and feasibility of such forms of verification have

been vividly proved by the joint experiment conduct~d by Soviet and United States

scientists in Semipalatinsk.

At present all statements to the effect that effective control over the

non-conduct of nuclear explosions is impossible are utterly groundless.

Substantial headway has been made in recent Y~IUf; in inlproving ~Iational seismic

means of verification. Thus, most of the experts who participated in the Moscow

forum of scientists for ending nuclear tests held in July of lasl year, came to the

conclusion that nuclear explosions with a yield of 20 to 30 tons could be reliably

recorded at distances of up to 2,000 to 3,000 kilometres. A one-kiloton explosion

has been recorded at a d:l.stance of 10,000 kilometres. ','his was confirmed by tile

seismic recording of a nuclear explosion in Nevada made in the territory of the

Soviet Union and Rubmitted to the participants at the meeting.

The current level of technical achievements, the many years of experience in

negotiating and debating the problem of nuclear-weapons testing and the Soviet

Union's 18 -month unilateral moratori'f1 on nuclear explosions on its territory have

shown that the conclusion of a treaty is indet1d feasible. In this connection the

delegation of the Ukrainian SSR welcomes the agreement between the Soviet Union and
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the United States to open full-scale talks prior to 1 December J.987 on the

limitation and, ultimately, the complete cessation of nuclear testi.t'i!.

The task of building a safe world calls for the jo~nt efforts of all Stdtes

and for a revitalization not only of bilateral but also of multilateral mechanisms

for producing and implementing disarmament mti~8ures. In this ar9a, the United

Nations and its bodies have an important role to p.lay. We view the United Nations

as the most democratic international forum for solving disarml1l..~nt problems,

including problems of nuclear disarmament, and for promoting the iuea of a

nuclear-free world. We are convinced that the time has come to involve the

Securi' ; Council more actively in this process, in accordance with Article 26 of

the United Nations Charter. The Ukrainian dele~ation supports the proposal to

initiate a multilateral exchange <A views among all nuclear Powe,s within the

framework of the security Council with a vie~ to finding common ground in their

approaches to possible ways and means of eliminating nuclear weapono. The Security

Council has an important role to play in producing specific measures to rid the

world of nuclear weapons and to give universal guarantees that they will not be

reconstituted.

The Geneva Conference on Disarmament 3ho~ld mak~ its own contributiun to

nuclear disarmament and to the internationalizing of the efforts to create a

nuclear-free and non-violent world. In the past, that body has been effective in

producing a number of major international agreaments. At this tima, it must

intensify its efforts. The delegation of the Ukr.binian SSR calls upon the

':'''nference to implement the numerous United N~tion8 resolutions and to begin, at

long last, relevant negotiations with a view to achieving ayreement on practical

8teps to prevent nuclear war.
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First and foremost, there must be a (enunciation by nuclear-weapon States of

the use of nuclear wealx>ns and the conclusion of an international convention to

that effect, as well as a freeze, by all nuclear-weapon States, of their arsenals.

The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR is convin,:ed that renunciation by the

nuclear Powers of war against each other and against third States, both nuclear and

conventional, would be of great importance in terms of creating political and legal

guarantees of security and ~onfidenc~-building. The Soviet Union and the People's

Republic of China have unilaterally undertaken to forgo the first use of nuclear

weapons. The world community expects all other nuclear States to follow that

example.

Confidence-building among States would als~ be served by the adoption of

defensive military doctrines by all nuclear Powers ftnd military alliance.,

something that the States signatories of the Warsaw Treaty have called for. We

support th~ just demands for the establishment of nuclear-free zone. in various

parts of the world. A majol' contribution to the strengthening of global security

would be the implementation of proposals for the establishment of a nuclear-free

corridor in the centre of Europe and for nucltlar-free zones in the north of Europe,

in the Balkans, in the Korean Peninsula and in Soutn-East. Asia.

Further joint efforts are now r uired to strengthen in dvery possible way the

regime of non-proliferation of nucl~ar weapons, especially in view of the growing

nuclear ambitions of Israel, South Africa and some other countries. One of the

challenges facing international relations today is close multilateral co-operation

in the safe development of nuclear-power production. Further steps must be taken

to enhance the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency in these matters.

In giving priority to the pn·1 lems involving nuclear weapons and space, we do

not intend to belittle the importance of other issues the solution of which lsDigitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library
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vital for peace and 8ecu~ity on this planet. In the p~esent situation it is

important to wor-lt for significant reductIons in armed forces and conventional arms,

new generations of which now have dest~uctive effects very close to those of

w~apons of mass annihilation. This applies above all to ~urope, where two ~o~ld

wars have broken out. There are circles that plefer merely to lament the problem

of conventional armaments, whereas the socialist countries have on many occasions

expressed their readiness to solve it at the negotiating table.

A real way of achieving substantial reductions in armed forces and

conventional arms in Europe has been oppned up by the Budapest initiative of the

States signatories of the Karsa.., 'rreaty. As we kr.ow, that initiative enviaages

reaching agreement on considerable reductions in armed forces and in nuclear,

tactical and conventional arms, f~om the Atlantic to the Urals. Unfortunately, the

countries members of the North Atlantic Treaty organization (NATO) have so far

failed to provide an adequate answer to that appeal.

The international community looks forward to an early completion of talks

concerning the drafting of an international convention on the banning of chemical

means of waging war. For many years, representatives of some West,'rn States have

been attempting at sessions of the Gene~al Assembly to convince world public

opinion of the alleged superio~ity of the US!'R in the field of chemical weapons.

We will leave such allegations to the conscience of those who have made them.

Today, one fact would seem to be perfectly obvious: work on the convention is the

touchstone that tests the validity ot sincere readiness to do away with that

probl~m once and for all.
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In that context, the delegation of the Ukrainian B8R reQreta that, ~n view of

t.he relucta/lc::e of some of the negotiatorL, the Special Committee on Chemical

Weapons has missed an opportunity to hold an additional seaM ion to complete work on

the convention. ~A is known, the Soviet Union has clearly demonatrated ita

readiness to achieve early and practt~~l iesults in thi. reapect by inviting

experts from 45 countries to the military facility at Shikhany, where, tor two

days, they observed samples of Soviet chemical weapons and method. for their

destruction.

The Conference is only one step away from completing the text of the

convention. We must exert the greatest posllible efforta to fi..d mutually

acceptable solutions to the outstanding issues, inclUding the problem of binary

cnemical weapons. It is the duty of the (ieneral Asa.mbly to contribute actively t.O

tne achievement of an agreement that woula serve the vital intereata of all mankind.

'rhe Ukrainian delegation is of the opinon that, in view of the extent to which

ayreement has been reached between the neyotiating States and other countries

concerned, it would be possible fo~ the First Committee to conclude ita

consideration of the question of chemical weapons by adopting a aingle reaolution

on the basis of consensus. Sucn a decision would be an important prac~ical atep

towards the creat.ion of a favourable atmospllere conducive to the early

implementation of the mandate which the General Assembly haa entruated to the

Conference on DiSArmament.

Trust has invariably been one of the most important elements throughout the

history of mankind and on its scale of values. In a nuclear ag8, when the very

survival of the world is at stake. truat ~nd mutual understanding ahould be an

essential element of comprehensive security and should enco~rag. concrete atepa

towards disarmament. In view of the inteynll link between trust and disarmament
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thft one shoulc1 not be contrasted with, or opposed to, the otheq rillther, we should

act in dccordance with the principle: the more trust, the more disarmament, the

more disArmament, the more trust.

I t. is i ncumbt:nt upon every State to do ev,rything in i t.B power to pnsurf. that

ideolOCjical and polit......3l differences, hostility and sUBpici,)n should give \'ay to

recognit.ion of the common lot of the hUlllan species and the ;,>rlmacy of COl\\IIlon hu..;an

V:l.UCb. The United Nations holds broad possibilities of actively promoting

democratic and humanitarian principles 1n the conCluct of international relations.

We are c0nvinced that the role of the OrganizatiJn as a guarantor oC security will

continue to \ncrease.

The delegation of the Ukrainian StiR ie confident that the ~ecisions taken thls

session of the General Assembly will give further impetus to bold and urg~nt action

to preserve life on earth and change it for the better. It seems to us that this

forty-second aessian and the forthcoming third special session of the General

Assembly on disarmament could J,y a good foundation fot e~surin9 that to) 1990s

becoml! a dec&de of building a nuclear..,.,eapon-f!cee, non-violent and delll<x:ratic world.

Mr. BIERRING ~Uenmark): I have the honour ana privilege of addressing

the Committee on behalf of the t~elve States m~mbers of the European Community. I

should like fi~8t to extend our congr~tulations to you, ::;ir, on your election to

the chairmanship oC this important Committee and also to the other members of the

bureau. We trust ttlat under your leadership the First Commit.tee will conduct it£:

business efficiently and successfully and we can assure you of tht full sup~)rt ot

the Twelve.

The work of the l"jrat Committee, to which we attach considerable lInportance,

cannot be Legarded in lsolatiOl. from intornational developments in general. Thi~l

has always been BO, but this year we are meetinq in an l~ternational climate that
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should inspire and influence our work in an increasingly positive manner. A ~redt

deal has happened in l!:ast-West relations :In J"ecent months. 'l'he United titlltes at

America and the Soviet Union are at presen l en4aged in an intense dialogue - as

demonstrated by the outcome of the meeting held in Washington in tieptember between

the U:lited States Secretary of State ar.d the Foretgn Minister ot the Soviet Union.

Measures of arms control and disarmament are the main foclls but the talks al~o

cover a number of other maioI issues ,.)f illlereet to East and We"lt. including human

rights and regl.onal cl.>nflicts. The rwelve llope that the summit meeting bet""een

President Reagan ,md General Se<:retary Gorbachev will l.~"'d to constructive progtoss

and concrp.t~ results in the comprehensive relationship be ~C)II the two Powers. In

the view of the Twel'/e. it is imJ;'')rtant to I.llintain a broad scope for dialogue

since we know from experience that tangible and durable progress in one area is

difficult to achieve if t' ~ situa"ion in other areas is not develop1.ng in a

aatisfactory manndr. On the othur hand. it is also obvious tha~ positiv~ results

ill one area strengthen mutual confidence and thus enhance t.le possibilities of

progress in other areas.

The 'i'welve have closely followed recent developments in East-West relationtJ

and have noted a number of encouraging ste~s towards a mora stable and cons~ructive

relationship. The crucial t.ast. however. is the eKtefit to wnicn declarations and

provosals brought forward during ~he negotiations will lead to concrete

agreements. In the context of arms contr. 1. increased confLle Ice and '.:!re.... :'_

openness are fundamental rvquirements for real progress towards balanced and

verifiable arms cont~ol. and diaarmament measures WhiCh will enhancp security usinq

the lowest possible number of forces.

'Che twelve members of the !::uroppan COmmunity, ·.;onvinced that peace dna

security in Europe cannot be built by military means alo~e. att3ch particular
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importan09 to the Co.,rerence on security and Cn-operlltion in Europe (cgCE)

process. They stress that tllnqible and Idstinq progress in all fields of the CSCE

process, including full implementation of the prO\1isions within the human

dimension, is indispensable if relations be~'een East and Wsst are to develop in a

climate of confidence, an important concomitant of ag~eements on disarmament and

arlu <nntrol.

lr£reased information and openness are directly related to the queation of

confidence and ~ons~itute elements common to arms control and disarmament

neqot.iationa. Th., Twelve have consistently supported a freer, more open fl("lW of

usetul and objective information on military matters. The United Nations reporting

systell, whereby Mellber States ill difterent. geJgraphical regions and with different

budg~ting and accounting systems can supply information about their military

expendituc ..." in a standardized form, is a valuable instrument that contr ibutt'B to

greater clarity in this area. The Twelve regret that there are still many states

within the United Nations which have declined to particiOllte in this useful

exerciae. For the Twelve, increased information on military matters is an

important prerequisit.e for achieving agreements on the reduction of armed forces.

Adequate verification 18 an t'lssential element of arms limitation l.••d

disarmament agreements. Verification measures differ according to the requirement.s

of the agreement in question, but. a general and fundamental crit.erion is to prO\1ide

maximuR incentive for strict compliance.
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Ade(juate and efl'ective vf'-:it~cation :'rovisiona that act as " dettlll;rent to

circumvention .It an agreemer.': will ofter d nece&:Jary ,JS8L'rdnCe to the parties thdt

the undertakings agreed upon are being strictly adhered to. Effective verification

arrangements can thu8 contribut~ to a general strengthening of confidence among

State~ in che field of arm8 control.

When consider ing the widE: area of arms '"ontrol 41\(1 d lSdcmament I must stress

th"t for the Twelve a1.1 relevant elements of the military balance - nuclear,

conventional and chemical forces - ar~ 01 the utmost imvortance. Nuclear arms

reduction r~main8 one of the highest priorities and th~ Unit.ed States of America

and the Soviet Union have a crucial responsibility tor aCIlJ.eving substantia.L ana

balanced reductions in the total level of nuclear arsenals. The Tw.lve tnerefore

find it very encoura'ling th4t in Septemoer the t.wo military super-Powera were able

to reach agreement in principle to conclc1e a treaty on the global el1mination of

Ame'i-::an. and Soviet .and-based intermediate-range nuclear mi8a11es with a range of

between 500 and 5,500 kilometres, thereby removing a whole class of nuclear

weapons. This w0u1d indeed be a major aChievewent. The Twelve hope that this

recent progress in the American-Soviet dialogue will give r&ew impetus to the

bilateral negcti.ations on other United ~tateo-tioviet nuclear missile and Ilpace

systems. The Twelve attach great importance tu reaching a~[eem0nt on 50 per cent

reductions in the strategic nuclear arsenals of , the two £Iuper-Powers, in accordance
I

with their earlier agreed objective.

While supporting and encouraging the two countries in their efforts to

negotiate agn'ements on reductions of auclear arms, the Twelve at.ess the

importance of strict compliance by all parties WJlh exil:>tJny arms-control

agreements, including the bilateral United ~tate8-Soviet Anti-Ballistic Missile

Treaty ot 1972.
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The qu..ation of a comprehensive tea': ban remainB on the agenda of the

Conference on Disarmament. The oBtablishment ot an ad hoc connittee on thi9 issue

i. ati.ll pendin9, aince a\:Jreement on the 'Juestion of ~he cODUllittee's mandate has

not yet been reached. The GlOUp of Seismic ~xperts is considering the various

technical problems concerning verification, including the work o~ seismic data

excha"ge, and the Twelve are looking (orward to the Group's continuinq its useful

\-lOrk.

The Twelve have lakiEln note of the recent United States-Soviet agreement to

iilitiate bilateral stage-by-stage negotiations on verification measures, which will

make it pos8ible to ratify the United States-USSR 1914 Thre~h0ld Test-Ban Treaty

and the 1976 Peaceful Nuclear Explosions Treaty, and on further intermediate

limitations If Iding to the ultimate ob;ective of the complete ces8ation of nuclear

te.ting.

The First Committee'" agenda contains, a8 in previous years, p~opoffals

conc.rnig nucleal-weapon-free zone8 in certain part8 of the world. Thf crea~ion of

auch zonus could contribute to st&b;lity In the areas concerned, to

non-proliferation and to the di8armament process in general, provided that the

States concerned are prepared to participate on the basis of agreements freely

entered into and in keeping with internationally recognized principles.

The '1'welve attach the utmost importance to an effective intelnationai

non-proliferation r&gime. EffortG should be made to increase support of the

non-proliferation regime within the international cllRmunity.

The Twelve see an urgent need to achieve concrodte results in the field of

conventional arms limitation and disarmament. Co~ventl0nal disarmament is an

integral and essential part of the overall disarmawent process for several reasons.
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It is conveni ional weaponB that, uince the creation of the United Nations and

before, have neen the cause of many llIillion., of lost lives and untold Buffering in

different pat:ln of the world. Furthermore, expenditure or. conventional anhaments

and forces accounts for the overwhelming part of all military buugets in the world,

is a serious economic Btrain on a large number of countries, and is often an

obstacle to social and economic development. The process 01 conventional

disArmampnt is therefore ~s8ential for all Stat&s in the world and should be

pursued on the global and rtlgional levels. Tile aim of this process should be to

seek effective and verifiable arms""Control agreements, which should lead to

increased security at th~ lowest poosible level of forces.

For Europe, the need for conventional disarmament derives from the fact that

our continent has the largest conce~tration of arms and forces in the world. It i8

very important to achieve a reduClion in the lev~18 of conventional forces together

with the elimination of imbalances that threaten stability and security. Th~re i

also a need to build upon and expand the confidence-- and security-builrlinq measures

adopted at last year's Stockholm Conference, which made a major contribution Lo

improving security and co-operation in Europe. The Twelve hope to 3eH furthftr

progress in this field as a result of the Vienna Follow-up Meeting of the

Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (C~;E). The Twelve underline

their strong interest in the discussions in this connection on further steps to

promote stability through the establishment in ~urope of a stable and secure

balance of conventional force~ at a lower level.

The Twelve also support efforts in other parts of the world to increase

confidence ana security, thereby contributing to progress towards conventional

disarm...ment agre."ments at a regional level.
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The United Nati0nB DiSArmament Oommission had a substantive consideration of

the question of conventional disarmament at its 19~7 sesaio~. The Twelve

particip~ted actively in the delib.rationa on tt.is item in the working group

chaired by a member: Ut the 'rwel'le. We look forward to t.he further consideratlon ot

this issue by the Commission at ita next substantive aession in 1988 on the basis

of the report from the working group and llope that concrete results will then De

achieved.

NegotVltions on a multilateral convcmt.ioll on the complete and effective

prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and

on their destruction are a priority task for the Conference on Disarmament. The

Twelve reaffirm their commitment to the total elimination of chemical weapons, and

members of the Twelve have contributed substantially to the work of the COnference

on Disarmament on this subject. Important progress has been made on certain parts

of th~ text of a draft convention.
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Solutions to some sensitive political and complicated technical pr.oblems are,

however, still outstanding. One of the crucial element.s is verit.ication, where lt

is neceHsary t~ ~stablish a stringent regime providing for on-site inspection on

challenge when cir..::un,stanccs so require, and to secure adequate ver.iflcation of

non-production of chemical weavans in the chemical industry. The Twelve welcome

the progress made in the Conference on Disarm~ment this year. We hope that further

constructive steps will make it possible to move closer towards an early agreement

on a comprehensive, world-wide and effectively verifiable treaty em"racing the

total destruction of existing stockpiles of chemical weapons within an agreed

tlme- fr ame.

The urgent need for a 1lobal ban on cnemical weapons nas been demonstrated by

the use of these weapons in the conflict between Iraq and Iran. The Twelve are

deeply:onc er.cd at tne unanimous conclusions reached by experts sent to the region

by the Secretar~-Generalof the United Nations, which were contained in the

statement of the President of the Securit.y Council, at 14 May l~ln. 'rhe experts'

report makes clear that the provisions of the 1~25 Geneva Protocol have been

violated repeatedly, despite plesslng appeals from the Security Council and the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. The use of these weapons against the

civilian population represents an alarming escalation. As the Foreign Ministers

ptated in their declaration of 25 May, the Twelve strongly condemn tilese flagrant

breaches and urgently appeal for an immediate end to the use of chemical ~eapon8 in

the conflict involving these two countries.

Solving the problems relating to the preventlon of an arms race in outer space

has for years been consider~d a matter of urgency by the Twelve. The bilateral

talks in Geneva between the U~ited States of ~nerlca and the Soviet Union on this

subject are being follo~ed with close attention by the Twelve, and we hope that, in
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accordance with their declared commitment to prevert an arms race in apace, the

parties will continue and intensify their search for agreements in this area. The

Twelve a180 hope that the Ad ~ Committee on Outer Space established oy the

Conferl!lnce on Disarmament will be able to make progress in its conaiderations of

the subject, in~luding the examination of the multilateral aspects of the

question. The work of the CORmlittee must be carried out on a realistic baSIS and

must complement the results of the bilateral talks in Geneva.

The role of the United Natlons in regard to disarmamltnt is dn important

SUbject, which has for some years been under consideration in this Committee as

well •• in the Disarmament Commission. The Twelve have maintalneu a keen and

active interest in the question since we are convinced that, in accordance with the

purpo.e.~nd principles set forth in the Charter, the United Nations must play a

centra! role in the quest for disarmament. The General Assembly and in particular

the First Committee are useful forums, in which all States of the world, incluaing

those that are not ..embers of the apvcific negotiating bodies, can participate in

the deliberations of disarmament issues.

It i8, however, important for us to make efforts to improve the efticiency of

the work of this Committee. Because of the proliferation of resolutions the

work-load of the Committee has increased and is now close to such a limit that

serious and careful consideration of the many resolutions may no longer be

possible. A continuation of this development could undermine the creuibility of

t~e Committee. In the view of the Twelve it is the extent of meaningful consensus

that is important and not the number 01 reuolutions Bubmitted and voted upon. The

budgetary pro~lems of the United Nations further underline the need for organizing

our work in a more efficient way.
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The subject was Cl ,.sidered by the Disarmament Commis.ion at its ••••ion this

year al1d a number of const.ructive proposals tor improving 1:11e work of the

organiaation of the work of this Committee were discussed, but no aqreement was

reached. We hope that at its session next year the Disarmament COmmission will

succe.d in agreeing upon specific reclxrunendations to be submitted to the General

A••embly. The role of the United Nationa in the field of di.armament will also be

an important subject at the third special session of the ueneral A••embly devot.d

to disarmament.

In this respect the continuing requirement of a single multilateral

di.armament negoti~ing forum, ~s provided by the Conference on Di.armament, taking

deci.ions on the basis of consensus, is evident. 'rhe resolution on the report of

the Conference on Disarmament should likewise reflect the fund••ental importance of

consensus as the rule for decision-making in the Conference on Di.armament.

Th. decision by the General Assembly in its resolution ~l/60 G to convene a

third special session devoted to disarmament waR welcomed by the TWelve, and they

have participated actively in the work of the Preparatory Committe.. In the view

of the Twelve, the third special session should reaffirm and build upon the final

document ot "he first special session devoted to Disarmament and at the .ame time

be forward-looking, the discussions and considerations should be ba.ed on a

realistic and practical agenda cuncentrated upon a number of carefully selected

items. The overall objective should be to secure a final document that can be

adopted by consensus. The Twelve will contribute in a positive and constructive

manner to such a successful outcome of the special 8e8sion.

The Intelnational Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and

Develof?l1lent was a significant event in 'he Unit('d Nations. The 'Welve w.lcom ita

adoption by consensus of a final document.
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In our view one of the achievements of this Conference i. the reaffirlllAt.l.on of

the crucial i.portanc. of the que.tion of security in any det.iled analysis of the

r.l.tion.hip betw.en di••r....nt and dev.lopments .ecurity und.rstood a•• bro.d.r

conc.pt .nCOMP•••in9 .ooial, hum.nitarian, .nvironm.nt.l, developmental anct

.ilitary a.pect••

In the d.liberations during the Conf.renc., the Tw.lv. deuicated th.mselv•• to

the achiev...nt of • r••ult .cceptabl. to .11. Th. rinal Docum.nt con.titute••

d.licat. balance of different inter••t. and vi~wpoints. and in this way reflects

the deliber.tion. of the COnf.r.nc. on the rel.tion.hip betw.en di.armament .nd

d.velo.-ent.

Th. twelve ..mber. of the European COmmunity believe th.t the prace•• of .rms

control .nd di••r....nt .hould .pply in all fi.ld. and w••ttach th~ utmo.t

i~rtance to the ongoing n89otiation••t the bilat.r.l, regional and multil.teral

l.v.l, which .hould r••ult in b.l.nc.d .nd v.rifiabl••gr....nt. on reduced level.

of .r....nt.. Rec.nt d.v.lopment••eem to h.ve opened up new .nd hopeful pro.pects

in .r•• control.

In vi.w of this situation, l.t u••11 get a fre.h outlook on the work of the

Fir.t co..itt... The Twelve con.ider it import.nt that this Committe. offer

con.tructiv. and stimulating contribution. to the n.w developm.nts in the fi.ld of

di••r....nt. A. the influence of the Committ.e i. incr.a.ed when we succeed in

reaching c~)n ground on various di.armament i ••u••, ••rious efforts should be

-.d. in order to expand the ar•• of con••n.u.. By doing this w. can cOlltributt; to

the enhanc••ent of the role of the First Committ.e .nd the United Nations in the

proo••• of di••r:aament a. envi.aged in the Charter. The Twelve will work actively

in ,')Cd.r to achiev,1 con.tructi",. results in the .to'irst Committ.e and we c.ll upon

otb.r State. to join u. in the•••fforte.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



AP!ed A/C.l/4:l/PV.4
56

Mr. TAMABlE (~nia). Mr. Chair.an, .t th. beginnin~ of our work it wa.

agreed that in th.ir .tat...nt. delevation. would refrain fro. c009ratulatin9 the

officers of the Committe.. However, I cannot l.t thi. opportunity p••• without

expressing my d.leg.tion' ••ati.faction and pl.a.ure at .eeini you, a

representative of Zaire, a country with which Ra-ania ..intain. cordi~l r.latione

of fr i.mdship and co-operation, pre.iding OVer the eteUberation. of thia

Committee. We should therefore like to .xt.nd our heartfelt and war.e.t

congratulations to you on your _lection. 1be unant.oua .up~'rt you ca.mand i. in

itself so eloquent that th.re i. no need for further prai.e of your per.onal ./

merits. We are convinced that your ca.petence and 4yn..i •• will enable u. to work

in circumstanc.s ~hat appear to be ide.l. Ne ahould alao like to coniratulat. the

other members of the bureau and to a••ure you all of our co-operation in the cour.e

of the Committe.'. work.

In my statement today I ~o not intend t~ dwell on all the diearmlDlnt 1••ue.

on the Committee'. agenda. My delegation will have that opportunity lat.r on 1n

our general debate. I do wi.h at thia atag. to focu. the Co_ittee'. att.nt1on on

a single SUbject which, in our opinion, i. of ~rucial i~rtano. for the r ••ult. 01

the work of the Committ•• thi. y.ar and for the future di.araa-ent prac.... I am

referring to the elimination of inter-.diate and .horter-ranie nucl.ar mi••il•• ia

F:urope and In other part. of the world. In the l.a.t few y.ar. lIy del89ation h••

conatantly brought to the attention of th. General "'.e.bly the critical situation

of armaments In Europe.

The necve centre at the ter,.ion - the .ilitary cOlllpetition, primarily nucl.ar,

and the danger of the outbre.k of • n.w world war - w•• , and at ill i., undoubtedly

ill Europe. It la there that the _o.t ••••iv. conc.nt.rat~on of w.apona, nuclear and
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con',entloEal, continue. to exhlt. it ill thero that the two military blocs which

came into beJnC), liS everyone know., during .•d cold-war p.riod, .tand face to face,

giving ri•• to d ••~.u.t and confrontation, and it i. there in particular that the

ho, izon ha. be.n 8;a.-' iou.ly darkened by the deployment of new nuclear mililsilea,

WhlCll has a dangerous dep.l;abilizing effect r.n the military balllncfoi.

Th~ keen c"nCf en that the depioymtmt of i1ftW nuclear missil.a and the military

situation in Karop. in C).nerll have generat~d everywhere ha. b.en .xpr••••d by I~~ny

Heads of State or Govern~r.L, by political slatesmen or parliamentarianB, and by

many prominent political figurea, by ma•• m~dia of every persuasion. They have

aSked for the ce.sation of the d.ployment of such miSSiles and for an acceptable

solutioI' ili confotJl1ty with the security ':'Ilterests of all people., both in Europtl

J'od in other rarts of the world. Romania has not f3iled to pr-:>nounce H.lIeJ.f iil

favour of such a solution and haa done its utmoat to encourage and preserve, when

t.ne need ~roae, the purRuit of dialoque &.'ld negotiations.

The Pr~.ident of Romania, our national PArliament and other political and

put>Uc organization. repreaentiny a broad spoctrum of social life h/we persistently

ur~ed both negotiating parties - the Union of Soviet Socialist R4pu~licq and the

United Sta~es of America - to reach an agreement a8 so~n as pos8ihle on nuclear

weapon'} in Europe, l.ading to the haiti.,q of the deploymellt of new nuclear mia81188

on the continent and ~o thetr total elimination a8 a st~p to a n~~lear-free ~urope,

on the basis ot a new _"lance ot forces at a lower level of conventional armaments.

Romllnj:!l has ala) called upon all European States and, first of all., the <jtlltes

of th~ two mil!tary bloc. - the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NA~OI an~ tbe

State8 parties tc the Wa~.aw Treaty - to assume 9r~ater reapo~.jbility and to

ln~en8ify their .f(orts to encourage the achieveAent of an ~gle~mellt on the

l!lblination ef 'lllc\eac missiles in b:urope and to bar t.he nense!l.i81J race towards a

nuclear catastrophe.
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



AP/od i~/I:.. 1/42/PV. 4
S8

In the aftermath of the sumnlit meet.ing at Rti.ykjavik lAst year, whi.;tt opened a

potent,~lly new and hopeful stage in toe di~a~mument ne~otiation., Romania, '19ain

ur~ Lne soviet union and the Uni~e~ ~tates to taku advantage of their practically

identical view8 011 interml,diltc-ra \qe mi 8t1Jlea in Europe and to concl,''''. an

agreement on this matter independently of other is"uell ill their neqoti.tionll' in

Geneva.

Faithful to the firm position ot FOAlania, its President Nlcolae Ceaus.sc:l __

propo.ed that the ~eneral Assembly, at thi ge8sion, launch an appeal to the Soviet

Union and to the United States .. conllidering that their poaitions are very cloRe -

to conclude without delay, this year, a treaty on th~ elimination of all ~edium-

and shorter-range nuclear missiles from Europe dnd elsewhere. Slates hftvinq

nucle~r weapons on their territory W8r~ called upon to ranounce 8uch weapons and to

refraln frJm raising any kind ot obstacles to the achievement ot the tl.lIty.

Furthermore, all countries in Europe and elsewhere in th6 world were urge& t~ act

cesolutely to achieve such a treaty this ye.n. It now seems that reason na:s

~)revailed.

In Washington last September, the Minister for Foreign Affairs ot tne Soviet

Union and the Secretary of State of the United Sta'ftS cnnounced in a joint

statement tl".4t their intenl.ive negotlatlons on till! question ot int-.rmedlat_rangt!

and shorter-range missiles ha~ resulted in a9r~ement 1n pLlncipl. to conclude a

troaty. They a180 '>tated that the Genevd del"",atio"s "f both 1IJ1des had been

instructed to work intensively to resolvot thfJ remalni'lq tech.lical 1.su.s and

promptl] to complete a dl·att. treaty text.
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Lik. all countri•• and peopl•• of the world, RoMani. welca.ed this

announcel1lent aa tl ..ajar d.v.l~nt u.h.ring 11'1 n.w pro.p.ct. for b,tt.r ::>oviet and

Aller lcan relation. with reeJard to di••r....nt .nd • .or••table dn,:I peaceful wor l.d.

RQterring to this particularly 900d new., the Pr••id.nt of .y country recently

.xpr.....d the ard 'It d••ir. of the .nt~r. ao.ani..... people to ••••

• the treJlty cOI<<:::ludeo a••oon a. pI.>••ibl., th.r.by r.pr~••ntin9 a qenUl.ne

starting-point towar~ n.w undert.aking. on behalf of the .li_ination of all

nllclea!:" w.a,pon~ and of conv.ntional ~i••rllG....nt, •• well aa on behaH of

achieving a n.w .ra of co-uperation built upon th. d.wooratic principles

between all Stat•• of the world-.

Indeed, w. hay. r.ached a IIOIlent ot hi.toric.l .ignU:'ioance. ~or the t irl:lt

time in hi.tory it appear. po••ible to g.t an agr....nt on the .limin4tion of two

classeL of nucl.ar w.ap'n.. Certainly, t.h.r. will be many ~r. nuclear weapons

141ft than those which would be .Uminated, but w••u.t beqin and this agreement ill

a t1tart.

The historical significanc. of this ".w tr.nd l ••d. u. to b.ll..ve tt''It the

General A.sembly, r.pr•••nting the intern.tional aoaaunity a. a whole, .hould take

II definl.t. stand and .pe.k out in favour of the ur<,a.nt ooncl.,.10n at the treaty.

511ch a stand i. all the .or. pertin.nt and ind••d nea••••ry .inc. the'e are still

some who expre.o r.luctano. and indeci.iv.n.... It i. at l •••t disquieting to note

tha~ while there has been a v.ry broad r••pon•• i~ avour of the agr••ment in

principle betw••n the Union v~ t>ovl.t Soci.li.t R.publl.cH and the Unh"d Statel> ut

~orica and the announc.~nt conc.rning th.£r furth.r iaportant int.ntion, there

are still some politician. in .010II. countri.Q who .r. in t· "our of the ,j/-lvelopm..nl

of nucl.ar' weapon••
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What is ~ssential now t~r U8 all, for those intere.ted in safeguarding peAce

and the future or the preael.t civilization, i8 not to loa. this IDomentulll, not to

let this promising ch~nce slip away.

WC' should do our best to bar a new .scalation at the arms ractI. to prevent the

danger of a nuclear conflagration and to enaure a atea~y cou~ae of action towards

disarmament, truat among natlona, pe4ce and stability in the world.

That is the reaaon underlying .y delegation'a decision to propose to the

Committee the adoption of a araft re.olution, the main purvoae ot which is to

encourage the proceaa of negotiation and••s soon as pos.ible. to tlun the

agreement in pri."ciple between the Union of Soviet Socialist Rlt!?ublks and t.he

United States of America into a full-fledged treaty.

~he draft resolution (A/C.~/42/L.l). which is attached to the state~nt Just

diatr ib""ed ..nd which I hav.. the pleasure of introducing. noles the joint state..nt

released by the United St~tes at America and the Union of Soviet Socialiat

Republics in Washington last SeptemberJ expre.s.a aatisfaction at the 89r....nt in

pr inciple bet"','on the two countr ie. to conclude a treaty on the elilllinatlon of

intermediate-range and .horter-rar~e mis8ilus in Europe and all over the world, ••

well a8 at their aqreemftnl to intenaify their efforta to achieve a ~O per cent

reduction in .tLategic oftenaive arm. wi~hin the flamework of the nucle.r and .p.c~

c.alku at (~eneva.

After declaring its conviction that the elimination of the Intermedlat~ran9~

and shorter-range mi.811•• would be of cruc1al importance tor the better.ent of the

international ..:olitical lllmate and would creatu condilion conducive to future

diaarmament agreements, the Generai A••8JDbly would appeal to th. ~)vernaent of t! •

Union of 50vi.. ~_ SocialitH ReVublic8 lAnd to the (;overnment of the United St.te. of

Amerie"" 1:0 spare no et:fort in concluding, at the earlie8t date, during 1987, the
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treaty on thf! elim1:!lation of these ',",e8[:on8. Too Gem'Ltt Assembly would also call

upon all European State. a. well as all interested stateu to do their utmost to

•••i.t the proc••• of negoti.tion and its Bucces8ful conclus10n. It would call

upon all State. to undert.ke concrete rnea8ureB to halt the arms race and to ~roce.d

to di••r....nt, and fir.t oC all to nuclear di8armam~nt, and to contribute to the

relaxation of Internationdl tension and the re6umption "f the pol.icy , I ditt.enta, to

t ,e .tren9theflln9 at international co-operation and respect for the nationo!\l

ll1dePftndence of all peoples •

. Given the urgency and the ser iousnos8 of thl' matt.er with \01 ich the draft

re.olution deal., we f •• l that it i8 entirp.ly JUBtifiable to ask for its

con.ideration and .doption aa a matter ot priority at the earliest possible stage

of the CoMmitt•••• work.

As can .",.lly ..~ ••en, the draft resolut lon borrows extenuively from the Joint

.tat.m.nt r.le".ed by the United States and the Sov iet. lInion last Se(..ember, and

contain. uncontrov.rsial provisions which invite consen8UB.

In our opinion, th.·~option of Lhis proposal would prove to be the common

d.nOMinator in our cap.city for actinn at thiB crucial time, it would also

'lielllOn15trate our det.r_ination a8 Member stat"s to make it (o'Ol!Isible tor the United

N.tim:1J to prove equal to th.. tasks with WhlCh it has beon untruBted in the

m.int.nance of int.rnational peace and security.

It i8 gratifying to note that the <Jeneral debate just concluded in the 1'1enary

...ting. of th. G.n.c~l Ass.mbly emphaYized the keen i~tere8t of the entire

international community 1n the 8UCCebl:l o[ the cucrenl :Joviet-American neyotiat10na.

However i.-port.nt the role or the nuctuar-woapon SI teB - al~d they do have

prl,lIllry r ••pon.ibi:1it}o [or nucloar <.Jilldrlll/llll,·nl - It III the UnJtod NationI' that hil8
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been entrusted with the ultimate task of halting and reversing the arms race and

achieving disarmament. In fulfilling its central role in the sphere of

disarmament, the United Nations, and especially the General Assembly as the most

democratic forum, should not wait for resultfl to be registered in the disarmament

process, but should encourage, stimulate, initiate and, when necessary, urge

genuine negotiations and practical measures.

It is our conviction that in the prespnt complex and difficult international

situation, it is nacessary more than ever before to act with the highest sense of

responsibility and to ~o nothing that might compromise the chance that peace has

been given. It is high time to show political wisdom and the genuine will to

coo-operate, to intensify const:uctive efforts and action':> for the aake of the

general caus· of world peace and &acurity.

We consider that the appeal by the General Assembly, which the Romanian

delegation has the honour to propose on an issue of extreme importance and

urgency - the elimin~tion of intermediate-range and shorter-range nuclear

missiles - would constitu~e such 1 constructive action at the present time.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): Before adjourning this

meeting 1 ~ds!l once again Lo remind members of the Commlttee who wiSh t.O take part

in tl", general debate on all agenda items related to disarmament that the speaker's

List will be closed thi.s evening "t 6 p.m. shaq). r urge delegations who have nol:

yet l.nllcribed their names to spea\! to do so before this afternoon's deadline.

The meetiny rose at 12:20 p.m.
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