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IN'l'RODUM'ION

1. General Assembly resolution 41/34 of ~ Novomber 198~ requesteo the
secretary-General, inter a1 la, to report on developmentB relating to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1/ and on the implementation of the
reRolution. The present report is sUhmitted in accordance wit-h that request. ~/
Following earlier practice, the present report is in two partR, the first of which
reviews the impact of the Convention on state practice and related marine
activities. It also reflects the activities of internatior.al organizations in
these fieldfl 8S well as those of the International Court of Justice and other
tribunala dealing with the settlement of disputes concerning the law of the sea.
The second part outlines the programmed activities of the Office of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for the r~w of the Sea under the
medium-term plan.

2. The United Nations Convention on the I~w Ol the Sea continues to provide a
fOCUR for ocean-related activities and for marine affairs in general. It has
attracted increasing support, with more than half of the r~tifications or
accessions requ i red for its entry into force having been de pat!! ted, follow ing the
unprecedented numbe:- of si9naturElA appended to it. It has exerted an inlmenae
influence on marine affaire in general. As States rCRort incr~asingly tu the sea'
and oceans to Bupplement their developmental needs, there has heen a marked trend
towards the establishment of maritime regimes consistent with "he norms embodied in
the Convention.

3. While these rlevelopments in the uses of the AE.'JaS in areas undErr nationd
jurisdiction have continued to reinforce and strength~n the Convention, significant
developments have also taken place in r~spect to the international regime for deep
sea-bed mining. In this respect a historical step was taken when the PrAparatory
Commission for the International Sea-Bed Authority and the In~ernational Tribunal
for the law of the Soa decided to regi ster Ind ia as a pioneer investo" under
resolution 11. Before the end of 1987, the General Committee of the Pre~ratory

Commission will consider the applications of France, Japan end the union of Soviet
Socialist Republics for regiBtra tion aB p loneer investor s under resolution II. The
allocation of mine sites to the pioneer investors is accompanied by the resl.vation
of sea-bed areas of equal estimated commercial value for the International Sen-Bed
Authority to be developed under the regime for the international sea-hed area.

4. The increased impetus created by the maritime activities of gtates And t~p.ir

~~~ile Lo benefit further from the uses of the seas and its resources h~ve le~ to
heiqhtenpd activity in many international organizations. They have dev~loped their
programmes and activities to respond to these needs and to reflect the new reqime
for the oceans established by the Convention. Thus, many agencies and hodJ .. s of
the United Nations, each within its sphere of competence, have responden to the
enhanced activities of Member States.

">. The i'lctivi\ ieA at n ,tional ann international levela relate to all aspects of
the uses and resources of the seas and cover all field~ of marine affairs.
Consistent with these developments, the activitieR of the Secretariat in most
aspects of marinf' af fa ir!'! havl? been com~ol1dated in order to rationnl ize and
atreamlifle thf' activitiefl of t.he United Nations, thus avoiding over]ap~ and
cre~tinq greater efficiency.

/ ." .
..... " . ., ''''~' ... ~ _......._.•.~.,.,.----- ~.... .. ~
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PAJ(f ONE

DEWIDPMENTS RELATING TO THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON THE LAW OF THE: SEA

I. STATUS OF THE CONVENTION

6. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea closed for signature on
9 Decemher 1984, having received a total of 159 9ignature~. The Convention will
enter illto force 12 months after the date of deposit of thl.- sixtieth inetrurnent of
ratification or accession. As at J November 1987, 35 instruments of ratif1mlti,on
have been deposited with the Secretary-General, as follows, Bahamoa, Bahrain,
Balize, Cameroon, Cape Verde, C8te d'Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Fiji,
Ga.1bia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bisaau, Iceland, Indonesia, Iraq, Jamaica, Kuwait,
Mal~, Mexico, Nigeria, Paraguay, Philippinesf Senegal, Saint Lucia, Sao TOme and
Prin~ipe, Sudan, Togo, Trinidad and TObago, TUnisia, United Repuhlic of Tanzan1a,
Yugos~.av1a, Zambia and the united Nations CounciJ for Namibia.

7. Upon ratification, 10 States made declarations. 1/ Five Statos mado
declarations in accordance wi th arU cle 287 wi th respect to the choice of procedure
for the settlement of disputes concerning the interpretation or application of the
Convention. 4/ 'I1'lree States made declarations under ui.icle ~9A with respect to
the categories of disputes excepted from the binding dispute-settlement procedures
contained in Part XV, section 2, of the Convention. 2/

n. STATE PRAC'l'ICE AND NATIONAL POLICY

8. The Convention remains the model on which States hAve based their maritime
legislation with respect to maritime areas falling under their 80vereignt~· and
jurisdictionz the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic
zone, continental shelf and the regimo of archipelagic States.

9. It is generally accepted that the adoption b~' the Convention of a l2-rnUc
territorial sea constitutes a major contrioution to international maritime law.
According to thd latest information available, the number of StatQ8 claiming !

territorial sea oC 12 miles is now 103. ~/

la. States that are consti tut.ed hy one or more mid-ocean archipelagos may, under
certain conditjons specified in the Convention, dra", straight baselines joining the
outermost islands and drying reefs of the archipelagos (archipelr.gic baselines) •
Under the Convention the waters enclosed within archipelagic bRoelines are known as
"archipelagic waters" and the archipelagic State exert::isos sovereignty over such
waters, its sea-bed, subsoil and the airspace above. The Convention has created a
special regime for the passage of ships and aircraft through and above the
archipelagic waters. The following States have incorpc'Jrsted the concept of
"archipelagic States" in their legi9]at10nl Antigua and Barhuda, Cape Verde,
Comoros, Fiji, Indonesia, Kiribati, Maldives, MaurltiuR, Philippines, Sao Tbme and
Prlncipe, SOlomon Islands, Tri!' ided and 'l'obs':Jo, TUv~ lu ano Vanul'.ltu. Tt should be

/ ...
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noted that on this matter the legislation of Indonesia and. PhiUppinos predates the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.

11. The Convention provides for a contiguous aone ~nere a coastal State may
oxerciso the control ~ece8sary to prevent and punish infringements of its custom,
fiocal, immigration, health and safety laws or regUlations committed within its
territory or territorial sea. The COnvention followed the 1958 Geneva COnvention
but ha5 extendod the contiguous zone from 12 to 24 nautieal miles.

12. Some 19 St~tes have made express claims t~ a 24-mile contiguous zone as
provided for in the Convention. 1/

13. Of the 142 coastal States, some 72 have established ftxclusive economic zonas
and 19 exclusive fishery zones.

14. The Convention prOVides that the continental shelf of a coastal State 6xtends
throughout the natural prolongation of its territory to the outer edge of the
continental margin or to a distance of 200 miles from the baselines from which the
breadth of tho territorial sea is measured where the ~uter edge of the continental
margin does not extend up to that distance. The Convention further provides
technical crito~ia for the delimitation of the continental shelf where it extends
beyond the 200 miles limit.

15. While Borne States have enacted new legislation on the continental shelf,
others h",ve not yet updated their legislation, based as it 10 on the Geneva
Convention on tho Continental Shelf. Certain difficulties arise in tha practical
im~lElmol'tation of the technical criteria contained in the COnvention, particularly
with r~spect to acquisition of the geophysical and geological data concerning the
continental margin. The dcquisition of such data would requi~e a scientific survey
of continental mergino. The delineaticn of the outer limit of the continental
Shelf of States is also importailt in defining the internationlll aea-bed area, which
beg ins whore areas' ·:'dor nat ional jurisd iction end.

~rit imo boundaries

16. Tho pol~tical map of the world has been considerably altered by the exten8ion
of maritima jurisdiction of coastl'l States resulting from the 1982 Convention on
the Law of the 500. The extended jurisdiction of States has necassitated the
delimitation of boundaries between States with adjacent or opposite coastlines.
Approximately 9S inter-State maritime boundary agreements hav~ been concluded,
representing about one third of the boundaries that need to b6 settled. MOAt of
these boUndary agreements were negotiated during the last 15 yea~s, largely because
of the surge of interest in offshore cil and gas in the early 1910s and the
negotiations in the Third United Nations Conference on the Law o( the Sea.

17. It will be sane yellrs yet before the merit ime ~Ut1cal map of the war ld is
complete. The North Sea and the Baltic Sea possess the most t'xtensive delimitation
systqm, although in the case of th~ latter there are still outstanding issues. In
the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico region boundary agreements have progressed well

/ ...

...



A/42/688
English
Page 8

but further progress has been affeoted ~y the iala~d geography of the region. Tho
Mediterranean, with its complex coastal configurations and islar.da of varying aize
p.~rluoing numerous technioal and legal problems, has long exemplified many maritime
boundary problems. The oomplex political problems obtaining both in its western
and eastern parts also help explain why only five agrAements have been complete~,

four of these between Italy and its neighbours. !/

18. There arg • number of boundaries in se~eral r~gions that remein to be settled
but that do not present any diffioulties. There are oth~rs, however, that may be
subject to protracted disputes, the most difficult of whioh are those involving
sovereiqnty over land ter ritory, in particular, those involving sovereignty over
islands. The issue of sovereignty is the most common cause of conflict and until
t:,e question of owneuhip is settled, maritime boundary 13eUmitation is not
possible. The South China Sea and the Gulf of Thailand probably faC'e the greateBl
difficulties, since islands are disputed and the maritime areas in quastion have
hydrocarbon prospects or important fisheries and also carry strategic significance.

19. States Ultimately have every reason to seek prompt and lasting agreements in
order not only to secure their areas of jurisdiction and pursue offshore mineral
developnent and fisheries management but aloo for envir .,mental management and
national security.

20. It should also be noted that in recent times joint d.!velopment areas have
become a useful method of resolving boundary' disputes betllleen neighbouring Stat'9S
and as a mechanism for co-operation in the explorution ancl development of offshore
r~Bources. This is exemplified in the following aqreem~ntsl Bahrain/Saudi Arabia,
1958, Irant', Budi Arabia, 1969, SUdan/Saudi Arabia, 1973, Japan/Republic of Korea,
1974, COlombia/Dominican Republic, 1978, and Iceland/Norway, 1982.

Boundaries and management

21. Ther~ is currently an active interest, partiCUlarly among marine g~ographers,

in doveloping methodologies for integrating political boundaries with ocean
management needs, which do not always correspond to them. !/

22. l'Unctional boundaries created fOl' speci fic purposes, e.g. port oporationa,
emergency measures and traffic separation lanes often reflect the pattern of the
act ivi ty without any particular connect ion to poliHcal boundaries. All-important
data basea f01' fisher ies and ocean observing systems are basod orl qeograph ical
zones (by longitude and latitude). Many tasks associated with fisheries managoment
are not best peTformed by reference only to jurisdictional boundaries. There has
consequently been a trend towards harmonizing national policies to the needs of
co-operative management and conservation of living resources transcending political
boundaries. It is in the area of mineral resource development that pelt tical
boundaries assume their true importance.

/ ...
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II I. SE'M'LEMIi:NT OF CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES

El Salvador - Honduras

23. By a special agreement concluded at Esquipulaa in Guatemala on 24 May 1986,
El Salvador and Honduras submitted their lan(, illand and maritime frontier dioputo
to the International Cou~t of Justice for a decision. At the request of both
Governments the COurt has formed a special chamber of five judges to deal with tho
caDe.

24. Th~ dispute concerns one third of the common frontier, about 469 square
kilometres of territory, and al~o invol~8 the determination of the jurid1cal
status of the maritime apaces of some islands in the Gulf of Fonaeca.

IV. OTHER DEVELOPMEhl'S RELATINU '1'0 THF. LAW OF THE SEA

A. Peaceful uses

1. N~val arms race

25. At its May session t,e Disarmament Commission 12/ concurrod with the view
that, at tho present stage, confidenoe-building measures, both in the glObal and
the regional context, would be more amenable to further consideration ftnd possiblo
negotiation in the appropriate forums. It was recognized that a fundamental
feature of the global maritime environmenl, both military and non-military, was
freedom of navigation and that naval oonfidence-building measurel should be 1n
harmony with current law of the sea. Suggest.ed initiatives included. extension of
edsting contidence-buUdinq measures to seal and oceane, especially to area. with
the busiest sea lanes, prior notification of naval activiti•• , the invitation of
observere to nava" exercisos or manoeuvres, limitations on the ,number or Icalo of
naval exercises 1.. specific regions) exchange of information and greater openneoQ
on naval matters in general, and strict observance of existing maritime meGIUreR
designed to build confidence. It was ~180 felt that the poDsibility ohoul~ be
pursued of negotiating a multilateral agreement ooncerni~g the pr.v~ntion of
incidents at seG beyond tho territorial Bea in addition to existing hilat9r~1

agreements. ill

2. The Gulf war and merchant shipping

26. The year 1980 Daw the commencement of ho.tilitieu between Iran and Iraq. Tho
so-called Gulf war haG continued with intensifying hostilities. It has ... lAo
assumed r,.~ increlll81ngly marttime dimension, with frequent attacks being made on
merchant ships in the Gulf. It has been estimated that 8ince 1981 BomB 310 uhipo
have been hit and either Bunk or damaged.

27. The attacks on merchant shippinq raile the iosue of freedom of navigation on
the high seas, and the right of pass8g\1 th rough the tor ri tortal sea and
international otraits. It will be recalled ~~at the Security Council has, in

/ ...
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resolution 598 (1987) (see also resolution 582 (1986», reiterated its calls for a
cease-fire and for, inter alia, discontinuance of all military activities on land,
at sea and in the air. More recently a maritime session of the International
Labour Conference attended by government, shipowner and seafarer delegations from
77 member countries of the International Labour Organisation (Ita) adopted a
resolution expressing serious concern that armed conflict endangered merchant
shipping. It appealed to lLO member countries to exert their influence to persuade
the warring States to refrain from attacking merchant shipping in international
waters and to put an end to armed conflicts.

3. South Pacific region

28. It may be noted that the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (described in
the previous report, A/41/742) entered into force on 11 December 1986 with eight
ratifications. The three associated Protoools were opened for signature on
1 Decenber 1986. The first Protocol has not as yet been signed by any of the three
nuclear-weapon States with territories in the region invited to apply key
provisions of the Treaty to those territories. Protocols II and nI, directed at
all five nuclear-weapon States, have been signed by the Soviet Union and China.

B. Mad time law

1. ~t imp. law

(a) Implications of the Law of the Sea Convention for the International
Maritime Organization and its conventions 12/

29. The IMO Assembly decided that a careful and detailed examination of the
prOVisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea was necessary to
assess the impli~ationu of the Convention for the conventions and work of IMO. It
was particular)" i~"i;~ll;'e!;ted in determining the scope and areas of appropriate IMO
assistance to ,. ~rnb"·:· States and other agencies, and of the necessary collaboration
wj th the Secret:uy-iJf.*neral on the provision of information, advice and assistance
to developing 1.r,)I,mtr1~S on law of the sea matters within the competence of IMO.
The study that. wal'> prepared in collaboration with the Off ice for OCean Affairs and
the Law of the S,'a :"0 now ready for issue and circulation. 13/

(b) Suppression of unlawful acts against the safety of navigation

30. A new convention to fill a gap in international law will be adopted early in
1988. The first international actions on the problem, as demonstrated by the
seizure of the SS Achille Laur£, were taken in late 1985 by the United Nations
General Assembly and the IMO Assembly. 14/ These were followed by the elaboration
of preventive measures by the IMO Marin;-Safety Committee to protect ships,
passengers and crews. 15/ Shortly following the completion of this work, the
question was then taken up in the IMO Council with a view to adopting an
international instrureent aimed at suppressing such terrorist acts. While three
universal conventions 16/ deal with the safety of air navigation in this respect,

/ ....
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the safety of maritime navigation is not covered by any similar international
instrument. 17/

31. At the fifty-seventh session of the IMO Council, the Governments of Austria,
Egypt and Italy prc))sed this step and presented a draft Convention to provide for
a comprehensive suppression of unlawful acts committed against the safety of
maritime navigation that endanger innocent human lives, jeopardize the safety of
persons and property, seriously affect the operation of maritime services and thus
are of grave concern to the international community as a whole. The Council agreed
unanimously that the matter was urgent and established an ad hoc Preparatory
Committee with the mandate to prepare a draft convention on a priority basis. 18/
That Committee considered the draft in March and again in May, as well as the
possibility of extending the Convention to cover unlawful acts against fixed
platforms, and submitted to the fifty-eighth session of the LMO Council a draft
Convention for the suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime
Navigation, as well as a draft Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against the Safety of Fixed Platforms located on the Continental Shelf. The
Council decided to convene a diplomatic conference to adopt the Convention, to be
held at Rome from 1 to 10 March 1988.

32. Th~ draft IMO Convention is based on the absolute application .of the principle
either to prosecute or to extradite. 19/ After defining the respective offences, •
it establishes each State party's obligation to extend its penal jurisdiction in
order to pursue suspects in its territory or under its control, and either
prosecute or extradite them to the country requesting their extradition that has
jurisdiction to bring them to trial.

33. The draft Convention closely follows in all essential elements and specific
wording (definition of the "offence", severity of penalties, establishment of
jurisdiction, inquiry into the offence, alternative between extradition or
prosecution) the 1970 Hague Convention and the 1971 Montreal Convention.

(c) Offshore installations and structures

34. Article 60 of the Convention on the Law of the Sea requires that structures
that are abandoned or disused shall be removed to ensure safety of navigation,
taking into account any generally accepted international standards established by
the competent international organizatiQn (IMO), it requires also that their removal
shall have due regard to fi~hing, the protection of the marine environment and the
rights and duties of other States. Where structures are not entirely removed,
appropriate notification has to be provided of their depth, position and
dimension. 20/

35. As offshore petroleum resources are depleted, many more platforms and
associated equipment will become redundant. It is tmportant, therefore, to
establish a policy on w~at is to be done with structures that have outlived their
usefulness and may constitute dangers to navigation and other uses of the sea. As
yet, few countries have experience with rig removal problems, although it has been
found (in the GIlf of Mexico) that the use of explosive charges can be very
destructive of marine life. Study of the technology required for total removal is
indicated.

/ .. ,.
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36. Draft preliminary guidelines on safety questions related to the dismantling of
disused or abandoned of fohore structures have been preplued by the IMO
Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation, llo' a complote set of guidelines will not bo
finalized until other bodies, beginning with the ~o Marine Environmental
Protection Committeo, have examined the legal, environmental and technical aspocts
of the quostion. III ~'AO has already offered to co-operate.

37. Safety issues of concern inclUded determination of the depth to which ri90
must be removed in order to safeguard aurfaco and subaurfaoe navigation, setting
standards for maintenance of deoommissioned rige r inclUding proper lighting and
providing adequate notice to mariners of their location, and chartinq of thoso
structureo not oompletely removed. Proposals ranged fr~ removal only fram
locations traversed by shipping and only to the extent of ensuring a suffioient
unobst(ucted water depth, to establishment of an international requirement for
their total removal allowing only very limited exemptions, primarily for those
structures which oould be put to a bona fide new use, e.g. 8S an artificial reef to
attract fish. Some coastal Stat~s were of the view that they ohould be allowed to
decide on a c8se-by-c8ae basis vhich platforms should be partially or canpletely
removod, although total removal was considered advisable in shallow sems where th9
wator depth is less than 300 metres. No cleor decision has yet been reached on tho
quootion of canplete or partial removal. The Sub-Committee will moet ogain in 1988
to stUdy the advice and comments of tho Marine Environmental Protection Committee.
Subsequent considerations of envir~nmental and fishery aspects can be expected to
give final precision to the guidelines, which nre the rosponsibility of the IMO
Maritime Safety Committee.

38. At the same time, draft measureD have been formulated on the prevention of
infringement of safety zones around offshore structures (covering mobile offshore
drilling units when on station, .lll prcx1uction platforms, artificial islands,
accommodation platforms, units and ancillary equipment), in view of the serious
threats that any collision would pose for the safety of peraonnul, the environment
and the structures themselves. The meaoures call for vessela to navigate car~fully

in the areas concerned, particularly where the installation or structure is also
used as a navigational aid, to use any designated routing systems and to maintain a
continuous listening watch in or ncar such areas. Coastal Stat~s should issue
early notices to mariners advising of the locations of structuros, the breadth of
any safety zone and the rules applying therein, and any available fairways. They
should also require operators to take adequate measures to prevent infringemen~ of
safety zones. Coastal States are called on to take appropriate action against
those responsible for infringementa or at least to notify the flag State, giving
details of factual evidence sufficient to substan~iate the infringement. The fla9
State should inform the coastal State of the follow-up action it takes. These
measures thus recognize the competence of the coastal State to take action against
and penalize violations of its rules coooerning safety zones around ffshore
structures coming under its jurisdiction. These propo~ed measures now go to the
fifteenth !MO Assembly for adoption.
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2. Maritime labour law

Maritime labo...!:!!.

39. 'fhe drafts of the new instruments and reoommendations, prepared by the
Preparatory Teohnical Maritime Conferenoe in May 1~86, will go for adoption to the
maritime session of tho IntornJtional Labour Conferenoe in Ootoher 1981. The draft
conventions deal with g~af6rer.s' welfare, 60cial security, health proteotion and
medical care, repatri~tio~ and minimum standards ~n morohant 8hipp~ng and were
described in thQ 1986 raport (A/41/742).

3. Illicit traffic in drugs and psychotropic substances

40. The incr08sing difficulties enoounterod by law enforcement and other
government agencies in coping with widespread and intensified illicit drug
tr~ff.i~king has led to preparation of a new convention to strengthen international
co-operation and co-ordination among customs, polioe dnd judicial bodies, providing
thom with guidelines to intorcept illegal. dr',g tuffio at all stagtts. The prellont
draft, the produot of an intargovernmental e~pert group, o~ntain8 14 artioles. ~
Ita provisions would seek to prevent illicit trafficking by sea (art. 12). In
addition, oommercial oarriers would be requir4d to take reasonable precautions to•prevent the use of their facilities and means of transport for illioit
trafficking. ~

41. Article 12 of tho moet recent draft of the Convention against Illicit Traffic
in Narcotio Dr.ugs and Psych..tropic Substances lit is of speoial intereat to the law
of the sea. It gives a State party the right to board, search and, if evidenoe of
illioit t.raffic is disoovered, seize a vessel f .ying the flag of another State
beyond the external limits of the territorial sea of any State if there is .
reaYonable grounds for believing that that vesool is engaged in illicit traffic.
This righ, can be exercised if the State party has received 9r~or permission from
the flag State a~d is without prejudice to any rights provided for under general
international l5w.

42. It may be noted that the Convention on the Low of the Sea provides that States
shall co-operate in the suppression of illicit traffic in narootic drugs and
psychotropic substances engaged 1.1 by ships on the high seas (art. 108).

43. At the July meeting of the open-ended intergovernmental ex~ert gro"p,
established by Economic and Social Council resolution 1987/27, on the preparation
of a draft Convention agalnst Illicit Traffic ·in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
SUbstanoes, article 12 gave rise to some important disoussions. It was emphasized
that any action against ships by States other than the flag States in caseo where
the Qvidence of illicit traffic was not clear and manifest could lead to abuses and
might undermine important legal principles.

44. In the draft before the exper.t group, article 12 referred to the vessel
engaged in illicit traffic as being on the high seas as defined in Part VII of the
Conventi'ffi on the Law of the Sea. The reference in the draft to thQ latter
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Convontion wC\a not oonaiderod ilPt.lrUPl'hto l,y Homo dol(lqat.ioI\B 11lI that CUl\vontion,
after itn entry into foroa, might not ~ binding on till I'artiofl to tho tutUl'O
Convention on Illicit 'rriAl'fio in Nal'l1otic Drugs dnl1 l'uychotl'opic :lubatanoea. '1'110
reforenoe to t.he "high soaa" was the objoot. of di'JorCjollt viowu. lllutuad ~)1' Lilo
term "hi~n seas" the Grou!' agreod to rafer to tho area "beyond the oxternal limitn
of th4it tcrritodal Boa without prejudioe to any righto onjoyod by the ooaatal Utatu
s80ward of those limits". Borne roprouontatives expreuuod rooervatiollB with 1'oga[(1
to this formulation, in view of the filot that, UIl '"iqnatoriou to the Convention on
the Law of the Soa, they would oonatrue the provioiono of article 1.2 in a way
compatible with their obligations undur that inotrumont.

45. The Commisoion on NllfcOti(: Drug!), by ita refJolution 3 (XXXII), ondornod Uw
recommendation (,)f t.he firot Intorregional Meet1nq of the Heads of National DIUq
Enforoement !'"\qenoion for oo-oporation in rmppresAing drug truffick I nq on tho hiqh
BODO, in freo trade zones and where int,Jrnationl11 commorcial carr tOl'O arc
involved. W
46. The Comprehenuive Outline W t.o eombut drulJ abuuo and traffloklng adopt()(] by
the 19IJ7 Vienna Drug Conforonce included, Ila 'l'arqots 2& and 26, "Bul'veillancc' of
land, water and ah approaches ta ttw l.'rontier" Imd "l:ontrola over ahipa on tho
high seas and airOJ'llft in international ai l apaco". Under 1'tU'gflt 21., Governmontn
Ilre oalled on to develop, imploment and co-ordinate plam.i for maritime surveilliHwo
by national (luo!u'd, coast quard and air: oontl.'ol t.luthoritiasl und to uuthl1d~o c<>uul
9uards and similar agencies to utop and se..arch vl:)Huolu and aircraft. on rOQoorlclbl.o
grounds of suspicion of i llioit carria~e e)f' drutlH. Undor 'l'argot 211, Governments
are requested to permit law enforoemont offlchlu to hoard and oohw a "crlool
unlawfully carryinq drugFl under oertuin oonditionsl t.o respond promptly when uukod
for permisoion to ntop, t~Qrd and soarch ~uch a vossel if it ia under its r~qintf~'

and to oonclude bilateral and regional agroomentu to [ltrengthon co-oporation in
thia area.

4. Other muttofs

wrElfJka

47. With the \985 diacovol'y of the HMB 'l'it.,!!.!.£ about 'lOO ki )omotr .. ':\ unuth-oau\: 01:
Newfoundland, Canouu, by u joint Unitud Slates/l"renoh oxpedition, ljUeDtiono havo
arisen aa to the status of thirl historioal object and jurisdiction applicablo to
its usu. The Unitod Stales Conqreao adopt.ed an act in 19IJ6 to onrou~age the
dosignation of the Bhipwrock aB an "j,nternaliona) maritime nll'modal" by moan:1 of nil
international agroement that would alAn proteot i la ad onti Ue, clIltural and
historical siqnificilllcU. '1'ho Unitod Htaton has pledeJed itol'lf to co-operata wilh
the United Kingdom, Franco, Canada and othHr intoreRtmJ part lefl to thin ontl.
Canada has claimed jurisdiction over the wreck, aa lying on its continental Blorw.
More recently a P'rench expedition hUB been organized lo salvolge the RMS 'l'itanl(:.'n
artefacts.

48. It will be recalloc1 that the Convontion impeDos a genoral duty on Stateo to
protect archaeological and hiatorical objects found at soa. A coastal state may
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prevent removal of such ~bjects from the sea-bed of the contiguoua ~one without its
approval (art. 303). Obj~ct8 of an a[chaeological and historical nature found in
the international 8e~-bed area are to be preserved or disposed of for the benefit
of mankind as a whole, partioular regard being paid to the preferential rights of
the State or country of origin, ur the State of cultural origin, or the State of
historical and archaeological origin (art. 149).

C. Proteotion and preservation of the marine environmen~

1. General

49. All major reports on the environment published i.n 1987 express concern over
the status of and trends in pollution of the seas, particularly in near shore
areas, and call for the expansion of data bases for monitoring and assessment and
the intensification of legal and institutional action. 28/

50. While considarable progress has been made on Bu~h global matters as the ozone
layer and climatic changes due to increases in carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gas08, 29/ there are etill considerable gaps and a particular lack of reliable
information about the environment in developing countries, which also add to the
diffioulties nf produoing i.eglonal and global assessments of the state of the •
environment. ~/ Most monitoring programmes are Localized and truo time s~ries

data for most ~rea8 are not available - a problem that affects all marine sciences.

51. The established priority for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
ADgional Beas Programme remains unchanged. However, it is recognized that action
plans and related regulatory frameworks need now to be followed up with concrete
implementation l'tnd greater financial commitment'.•

52. Rp~ent developments on environmental impact aBB~OBment are nctable.

2. Environmantal impact assessment

53. Under the Convention on the Law of the Sea, State~ are required to co-operate
directly or through competent international organizations undertaking programmes of
scientific researoh and encouraging exchange information and data acquired ahout
pollution of the marine environment (art. 200). In particular they are ohliged
directly or through cQllpetent international organizations to provide IIpprol'( iate
assistance especially to developing StdtAS concerning the preparation of
environmental aSS&88ments (art. 202). Concentrated attention has for some time
been given to the methodology involved, prim~rily by UNEP, by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Council for Mutual Economic
Assist.ance (CMEA) , the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), and the Pe ri e
Commission. 11/

54. There are many ways of conducting environmental impact assessments and indeed
a number of countries have developed legislation and machine1y for tneir
implementation. What was lItck ing wu an acceptable global fr amework for con-:'urt ing
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such asseosments, not only for the benefit of States, but also for international
developnent agencies. 32/ <bals and principles have now been adopted by UNEP
(decislon 14/25). TheY-seek to establish that before decisions are taken on
activities that are likely to signiticantly affect the environment, the
environmental effects of those activities should be taken fUlly into account (this
goal is consistent with the provisions of artiole 206 of the COnvention), to
promote appropriate procedures in all oountries oonsistent with national laws and
deci&ion~aking processes, and to encourage prooedures for information exchange,
notifioation and consultation between States where signifioant transboundary
effeots may be likely. IMO has emphasized the importance of taking into aocount
internationally aooepted standards, 4noluding standards developed by oompetent
international organizations, and of encouraging full use of existing international
forums where S~ates may oonsult and exohange information.

55. The goals and pr~nciPles reflect a consensus view on suoh subjeots as the
early identifioation of potential environmental effects, the mi~imal requirements
that an envhonnental impaot assessment should inolude, the imr;>.. rtanoe of
impartiality and the opportunity for fUll comment during the assessment process,
the need to include follow-up monitoring, and th~ minimal requirements that states
should meet when their aotivities ar.e likely bo have significant effeots on the
environment of other States.

J. Regional Seas Programme

56. Nine of the 11 UNEP regional seas have adopted aotion plans and 5 out of the 7
regions with regulatory frameworks now have conventions in foroe. A total of 14
United Nations bodies and, agencies and over 40 international and regional
organizations now participate in the Regional Eess Pr.~ramme. Recent develo~6nts

of note ooncern the South Paoifio, Wider Caribbean, Moditerranean and South ,;nd
East Asian Seas Regions.

57. The following 1.1!l'trl.lftents wer& adopted for the Sou th Paoi fio, in Noumea, Oi'l

25 November 1986, the COnvention for the Protection and Development of the Natural
Resouroes and Environment of the South Paoif.io Region, which requires the
contraoting parties to prevent, reduoe and control pollution in the COnvention area
from any souroe, inoluding that which might result fram the testing of nuclear
devioes, the Protocol concerning Co-opera~ion in Combating Marine Pollution
Emergencies in the South Pacific Region, and the Protocol for the Prevention of
Pollution of the South Paoific Region by Dumping, which reflects the provisions of
both the London Dumping Convention and United Nations Law of the Soa Convention.
The COnvention ie noteworthy for its linking of environmental management and
resource development, and its reoognition of the sp3cial ecological nature of the
region.

58. The Convention area is limited to the exclusive economic zones, to the
territories of Parties, and to enclaves of high seas contained within the region,
it stretohes fram Palau in the north-west to the Marshall Islands in th6 north,
R1.ribat i in the north-eal!lt, Australia in the sou'· -west, and New zealand in the
south-east. The acoeptanoe of a prohibition on 0 spoeal of radioactive waste and
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other radioactive matter into the sea and sea-bed, without ~ demonstracion that
such disposal would or would be likely to cause harm to the marine environment, was
conditional on limiting the COnvention area, a8 described. A substantially larger
Convention area had been 80ught earlier by some States of the region.

59. '!bere is now a draft action plan for the South Asian Seas Region, It .
envisages co~peration in implementing and enforcing relevant international
agreements. Activities will ~ancentrate on protected areas, state of the region's
environmen~, contingency planning, land-based sources, environmentally sound waste
management technology and associated polioies, as well as environmental eauoation
and promotion of pUblic awareness in oountries of the region.

60. For the ~st ABian seas Region, an a~sociation of ecientists is bel~~ formed
to review projects and aot as an advisory body. A new Centre for S~eciallv

Prote~ted Areas has now been established for the Mediterr,nean at Tunis. The 1983
Cartagena Convention fOt the Wider Caribbean and its Protocol on polluticn
emergencies are now in force and the fir6t ~eting of States parties is schedule~

for October 1987.

61. The success of the Regional Seas Programme is attributed to its political
st~ategy and to the requirement that management and financing be underta~en by the
partioi~ting coastal States, .but there is now a major ohallenge to be confronted
in order to make the crucial move beyond general agreement on goals and •
co-operation on research. The need for greater focu~ on land-based sources o~

marine pollution in most regions has become more and more apparent, along with
issues of waste management and requisite technology, matters that call for making
solid investments.

4. Ooean dumpi1i

62. The decisions of the tenth COnsultative Meeting of Contraoting Parties to the
London Dumping Convention were reported last year (A/41/742, paras. 59-66), the
eleventh meeting will not be held until 1988. Important inter-sessional m~etings,

however, were planned on gen6ral scientific and legal aspects, and on the issues
surrounding radioactive wastes.

63. Wastes have become more and more complex in their nl.ture, 80 that the London
Dump~ ng COnvention SCientific Group on D\IIIping hael had to make major changes and
improvements in the allooation of substances to the annex~s to the Convention and
their position therein. The sheer magnitude of waste dispooal problems in general,
however, is a cause for special concern and the Group is also now actively
considering alternativ~ control strategies, 111 the results of which may be
expected to have major impacts on the Unplementation of the g~bal convention (the
London Dumping COnvention) and on the regional instruments (the Oslo Convention and
~P regional instrum.nts). Most regula~~ry systems at the moment ar~ based on the
black/grey list approach While there would always be a need for & "prohibited"
category of substances, or black list, the continuing dominance of the overall
approach i. now under seriou9 evaluation. Under Plrtl~ularly close scrutiny is the
concept of "environmental capacity", 34/ which recognizes the abil i ty of the

/ ...



A/42/688
English
Page 18

environment aB a whole to accanmodate wastes, BUbjPct to proper assessment and
control prooudures. 35/ It is not a oanpletely &:hmtific concept, ita applicat.1on
includes polj~ic&l and economic considerations.

64. The tenth Cbnsultative Meeting agreed that tile f\d Hoc Group of Ulgal Experts
on Dumping should meet in October 1987 to oonsider the general implications of the
Law of the Bea COnvention for the London Dwnpir'll,J Convention and the nature and
extent of the rights and responsibilities of a coestal State in a zone adjacent to
its coast (London Dumping Convention articles VII (3) and XIII). It is also to
study procedures for the assessment of liability ~or environmental damage resulting
from dumping and incineration at sea.

5. Pollution fram radioacttve substanoes

EiS. The London Dumping Cbnvention Panel of Experts on ~dioactive Waste Disp:lsaJ.
at Sea (October 1987) la call\ld on to evaluate wider ['olitical, legal, economic and
social aspects, and to oonsider the issue of camparati~e land-based options and
associated costs and risks. It will also take u~ the difficult quest1~n of whether
it ean be proven that any dl.l1lping "f these wasttls ~·tl1 not harm human life and/or
cause significant damage to the marine environmen~.

66. Attention is also drawn to the two 1986 Oon cntions adopted under the auspices
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEAl tha~ are now i~ forcer the
COnvention on Early Notifioation of a Nuclear Accid~nt and the Oonvention on
Assistance in the CaGo of a Nuclear Accident o~ r.adiolog~cal Emergenoy. Certain of
their prOVisions could be regarded as covering sua-related events sinco their
applioation is not restricted to nuclear acoidenta occuning on land. The firDt.
Cbnvention applies in the event of a nuclear acci.ient havi.ng radiological
transboundary significanoe for other States and In\olving specified facilities and
aotivitie.s, among them "any nuclear reactor wher"v~r located" and the tran3port. of
nuolear fuels, radioactive wastes and r8dioiBot~pes (art9. 1 (1) and 1 (2) (a) (d)
and (e». Thus its States parties may well interpret such pr~visions BS betr.g
applicable to offshore island nuclear installatior.o, nuclear-powered ships and
maritin,e carriage of nuclear or radioactive matorial. The second Convention on
Emorgency Assistance stipulates that e State party ~~y requ~Gt aasistance, whether
or not the accident or emergency originates within its territory, jur!adiction or
contr.ol (art. 2 (1». This suggests that this Convention also may be appllcable in
situations resulting from navigational accidents. Doth Conventions assign IAlA a
focal role in their implementation.

6. Pollution from shies

67. The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973,
and the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78) now cover n0arly 80 per cent of world
shipping by virtue of the ratifications of 43 Stat3S. Optional annexes III (on
harmful suhstances in packaged fori~) and V (on garbage) have been ratified hy
27 States (41.85 per cent of world tonnage) and annex IV (on aewage) by 25 States
(with 36.7 per cent of the tonnage). Ships and tankors carrying noxious liquid
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chemicals in bulk are now subject to intornationa1 control QY virtue of the 1985
amendments to MARPOL 73/78, l'nnex It having eutered into forco on 6 April 1987,
along with the amended Codes for ships carrying dangerous chemicals in bulk.

68. Annex 11 is prim&rily concerned with the way in which noxious liquid
substances are handled, both aa cargo into ro~eiving tanks on shore and as wastes
into the sea, following tank cleaning and other operational Carriage requirements
are covered by the bulk chemical COdes. Under the amended regulations, it is now
possible to m~ke reliable estimates of the size of reception facilities. 111

7. Ice-covered areas

69. The Convention on the Law of the Sea gives coastal States the right under
certain condit~one to adopt and enforce non-discriminatory laws an~ regulatio~s for
the prevention, reduction and control of vessel-source pollution in ice-covered
areas within the limits of the exclusive economic zone (art. 234). The Helsinki
Commission 111 has under urgent study various posBib1~ meaB~res to be inttiated
with IMO to reduce the riSk of accidents that could lead to pollution in
ice-covered areas. They would cover safety of navigation, ship-board equipment and
struotural requirements for oil and chemical tankers and larqe shipR.

•
8. Regional emergency co-operati~

70. There have been great advances in the development of regional anti-pollution
arrangements and conti~enoy planning activities at the regional, subregional and
national levels. Eight regional protocols or agreements covering emorgency
co-operation have now been adopted, of which five (Mediterranean, Kuwait Action
Plan Region, ~st and central Africa, Aed Sea and Gulf of Aden, and the South-East
pacific) are in force. The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) has
also drawn up a contingency plan with respeot to offshore installations and coastal
refineries. Now that almost all regiono have arrangements, a necessary next step,
ao affirmed by several re910nal meetings, is development of operational manuals on
regional or subtegional contingenoy plans. IMO h·"s in fact already done
considerable work on the preparation of manuals on oil spills and spillages of
hazardous substances other than oi 1. 381 Since in Beveral regions there are many
countries who receive no benefit from oil trading but experience a hi9h level of
risk fran dense tanker traffic, the establishment: of Bubregionu1 stockpU..-s of
pollution fighting equipment has been generally advanced as the best solution.
Existing examples are for the Celebes Sea area, supported by the United Nations
Development Proqramme (UNDP), and as planned by the oil industry, for the Strait of
Malacca and Singapore.

71. Regional arrangements should now Bee further development with the e",try into
force of Amended Protocol I of MARPOL (~ April 1987), which m8k~s the reporting of
incidents involving harmful substances compUlsory. 39/ These reports have to be
made to IMO and to the interested pltrties. The nl,arest coasta 1 State ,must be
informed by the vessel involved as wcll as those ships assisting, including the
salvor.
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72. Arrangements for international assistance for marine pollution emergoncieo
have also seen major improvements. Submitted for the adoption of the IMO Assembly
is an Marine Environment Protection Committee recommendation designed to overl:ome
bureaucratic delays in implementing international assistance. It refera to the
problem of timely clearance of material and equipment needed to reapor,d to
incidents and the need for Governmenta to make every effort to facilitate
transportation movement of marine pollution response resources dur!llg an emergency
situation. The European Parliament has created a new budgetary line for
intervention in the case of environmental emergencies and has also deuided that
emergency aid following a serious marine pollution accident would be available to
developing countries in accordance with the Lame Convention and tho budget; of the
Community.

D. Marine science and technology

73. The present peL iOO is one of great significance for the futuro oourse of
international co-operation in the I\\arine sciencos. Ever-increasing interest in
ocean spaoe and its resources, new ocean-observing teohnologips and prospects for
better unde:cstanding of major ocean phenomena and processeD and their effecta on
resources, weather and olimate have led to the emergence of long-term, large-soalo
and multidisoiplinary co-operative investigations and (~ean··oboerving aystems.
These require broaa-.~ale intogration and co-ordination of sciontific effort, and
the involvement of a greater number of Stetes, partioularly for regionally based
aotivities. ~ At the same time, many regional scientific mctivitieo are needed
to improve kno\\'ledge of more localized phenomena and procossos. Co-operative
aotiviti~s must also serve the important purposo of expanding Statee' ~apRbilities

in soienoe and teohnology.

74. The main international ocean scienco programmes oro those relating to living
resou!ces and non-living resou~~os, ooean mappin~, ooean dynamics and climate, and
marine pollution research and monitoring. The ocean servioo programmeD aro
designed ~o yield the ooeanographio and meteorologioal data and produots necossary
for scientifio investigation and for the operations of ocean user.!J. t~ow

ooean-obcerving technologies !!/ and improved data oo!lection, storayo and exchan~,

and com~uter modelling oapabilities, as well as the general management of marine
information are important iD8ues for both tho o,~ience Gnd serviceD programmOD.

1. Ocean science and non-living reSourcoa

75. Planning for this jointly oponsored United NationB/lntorgovornmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) programme has made good progress. Highost priority
has been given to the coastal zone and to study of sea-lovel changos due to
climatic and/ot tectonic procp.ssea, since these factors determine the occurr~nce of
offshore minerals. This work will have a natural focus on the West Pacific region,
where teotonics not only provide thF! framework for mineral occurrer.ce but also for
geologi~al hazards, earthquakes. volcanic eruptions, tsunamis and landslips. The
unravelling of the unusually complex processes in this region will help establish a
general principle for: the evolution of sedimentary sequences. 'I'he ocean ocionl~o
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an~ non-living reoouroes programme will thus have a olooe workinv relationship with
the Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospeoting for Mineral Resouroea in South
Paoifio Offohore Areas (CCOP/SOPAC). '1'he researoh and training aotivities of that
or Janization have also 8eon oonsiderable development of late and an International
Workshop on Geology, Geophysios and Mineral Reuouroes in the South Paoifio (planned
for 1989) will review oJrront programmeu and draw up an eventual reBearoh pl4n for
the region.

2. Marine pollution rJ!!!.e.arch and monitoring

76. There has been a marked inorease in oo-operative activities for environment.l
resoaroh and monitoring and in oo-ordination aD among IOC, IMO, JJI UNEP, the rood
and Agrioulture Organization (FAO), IAEA and the United Nationa, muoh of it
centting on the work of the various. groups of expftrts under the IOC Global
Investigation of Pollution in the Marine Environment (QIPME) and on the work of the
Joint Group of Experts on the Soientifio Aspeots of Marine Pollution (GESAMP).
Suoh developmenta are of oonsiderable signifioanoe also for the pl.nning .nd
oonduot of oo-operative soientifio inveltigationu.

77. "Vulnerable areas" are the focus of muoh attention, al notad in the
1986 report (A/4l/742). The Mar ine Environmental Proteotion Committee la C1urr.ntl~

working towards the establiohment of an inventory of sea ar.as beyond the
territorial 80a that al'. or will be proteot.d, development, if n.o•••• ry, of
criteria for the selootion of partioularly sensitive araas, and initi.tion of
proteotivo aotion, whero appropriate. IOC work in tho fiold of biolOVio.l offeot.
measurements is of partioular impor.tanco in thin aroa. ~/

78. GESAMP, jointly supported by eight United Nations organizations, .dvi••• th.m
on a wide ran~~ of matters, inoluding those of direot aignifioanoe to the
regulatory oontrols on marine pollution (e.g. for MARPOL 73/78). It. ourr.nt work
deals with the review of potentially harmful subltanoes, ooast.l modelling
(oonoerning wastes disoharged and dumped in coaltal rogions, inolucHng .helf
areas), and oonsequenoes of low-lovel oontamination of the marine environment.
Th~9 laut work inoludes study of eoologiobl ohangeD due to low per.istent
oonoentrationu or slow build-up of contaminants that may enter the .ea from coa.tal
diBchar~~g or Oome from atmospheric inputs, acoidents and dumping, and
oO~Qlderatlon of what is involved in reoovery of damaqod eoo8ystom. and habitat••
~hia work and that on coastal modelling is followed cloooly by the London Dumping
Convention Consultativo Meetings.

3. Marino applicationB of apaoo technol(~y

19. Theso have been developing steadily and the next decade promisos to he
partioularly rich in satellite-derived maritime data and oervice~ - for
oceanography and a variety of ooean studies, 44/ marine reDouro._ Burv.yR,
weather foreoasting and disaotor warning, andfot global madUme oommulli,
for shipping. ~

maritime
tons
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E. The regime for marine scientific research

80. Part XIII of the Convention, in its section 2, establishes the general
principles of international co-operation for the promotion of marine scientific
research for peaceful purposes and for the creation of favourable conditions for
its conduct. The coastal State's exclusive right to regulate marine scientific
research conducted within its jurisdiction by foreign researching States and
international organizations, and the conditions thereon, are set forth in the
following provisions.

81. A coastal State is entitled to require its consent for the carrying out of any
maritime scientific research in its exclusive economic ZOne or on the continental
shelf. However, in normal circumstances coastal States shall grant their consent
for marine scientific research projects. This consent may be withheld in certain
circumstances, e.g. if the research is of direct significance for the exploration
and exploitation of natural resources, involves drilling into the continental
shelf, the use of explosives or the introduction of harmful substances into the
marine environment, or involves the construction, operation or use of artificial
islands, ~nstallatl~ns and structures established for economic purposes.

82. The researching State must comply with certain conditions. For example, it
must allow the coastal State to participate or be represented in" the marine
scientific research project, if requested, or it must provide the coastal state
with the final results after the completion of the research.

83. One overall effect of the consent regime is a much greater direct involvement
by Governments in the conduct of marine scientific rese~rch, which consequently
calls for more efficient communication mechanisms and channels. ~ Another is the
rising costs of planning projects to ensure effective participation of developing
country personnel and assisting with assessment and interpretation of research
results. A 1987 United Nations study (ST/ESA/191) has warned that national and
international funding agencies must be prepared to support additional costs of
international scientific co-operation.

84. Scientists and administrators from both develoPed and developing countries
have reported some difficulties with the application of the consent rule and the
modalities for granting consent. On the one hand some researching States report
unreasonable refusal for projects, even where the oceanographic cruise has been
officially announced by IOC, and refusal for ships to make" ports of call for crew
changes, equipment transfer and Victualling. On the other hand, some coastal
States have reported difficulties over access to full sets of data from approved
projects.

85. The problems for multilateral co-operation were quite apparent at the
fourteenth roc Assembly this year. Concerns focused on the planning of major and
complex ocean cliMate research, particularly on the WOrld OCean Circulation
Experiment, where many more ships and more nations will be involved than in the
Tropical Ocean component of the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), requiring
a higher degree of'~o-ordinationof major resources and the ability for research
vessels to operate in all parts of the ocean. Scientists look to IOC to ensure the
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necessary international co-operation and for the strengthening of co-ordination
among the many intergovernmental component groups that make up large programmes
like the World Climate Research Programme.

86. Researching States at the Assembly emphasiZed the need to strengthen the role
of IOC in facilitating access to marine areas under national jurisdiction by
research vessels participating in co-operative programmes, in facilitating
transfrontier shipment of equipment, and in making data from those zones
available. Various coastal ~tates disagreed: it was not within the competence of
IOC to facilitate access by r~search vessels and such activities remain subject to
the Convention's consent regime. 47/

87. This basic question on the role of IOC has been central to the amendment of
the relevant paragraph of the IOC statutes, for which a series of consultations was
necessary to produce a compromise text. In that process stress was placed on the
importance of not establishing two regimes - IOC and United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea - for the conduct of marine scientific research in zones under
national jurisdiction. The relevant provision requires IOC to "promote scientific
investigation of the oceans and application of the results thereof for the benefit
of all mankind and assist, on request, member States wishing to co-operate to these
ends. Activities undertaken under this subparagraph shall be subject, in
accordance with international law, to the regime for marine scientific research in
zones under national jurisdiction". 48/

88. The large-scale research projects increasingly employ greatly advanced and
expensive technologies, particularly satellite-based remote sensing and
increasingly sophisticated data management systems, which have the effect of
further widening the scientific gap between developed and developing countries.
Without a working understanding of the modes and requirements of scientific
investigation and analysis, effective implementation of the consent regime becomes
more difficult, with implications also for training opportunitias and for transfer
of technology.

89. Developing country scientists have attributed some of the problems encountered
to inadequate attention to the scientific and related technological aspects of
marine development and lack of understanding as to the complexity of the marine
environment and its resources. They have called for mechanisms promoting an
appreciation of the economic value of the marine sciences, among officials and user
communities. Certainly, a considerable part of any difficulty with the consent
regime has to be attributed to inadequate resources in qualified personnel,
facilities and infrastructure. Solutions to such fundamental problems will only be
possible with international and regional co-operation, augmented by assistance from
developed countries and from the United Nations system.

90. There is need for a better understanding of the consent regime embodied in the
Convention in order to promote harmonious application and to benefit both coastal
States and the scientific community at large. The Office for OCean Affairs and the
taw of the sea has already canpiled national legislation and regulations on the
subject for publication early next year. The next step is to determine actual
practice and the true nature of t.he problems that exist and those that can be
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anticipated. The Office will ha oollaborating closely with IOC in this endeavour,
the aim being to promote the neoessary co-operation among States and more uniform
and oonsistent application of the Convention through the PUblio~tion of an
explanation in practical terms uf the r~gime for marine scientifio researoh
embodied in the Convention.

F. Fisheries management, development gnd gontrol

91. FAO has in 1987 made its first review sinoe 1977 of the world fisheries
situation and outlook and its first examination of the implementation of the
Strateqy for Fisheries Management. and Developmunt ado[\ted by the 1984 World
Conferenoe on Fisheries. ~ In view of the oonsid~rable value of these reviews,
the Committee on Fisheries has deoided that. in future they will be done together at
regUlar four-yeal int.ervals. ~

1. World fisheries a~tuation ,nd outlook

92. The consistent growth recorded in reoent y~ars in total world oatoh is
enoouraging and there i~ every indioat.ion that the 1986 oatoh may have approaohe~

89.2 million tons, 79 million tons ~f whioh oomes from the ooeans (56 per oent. from
the Pacific, 36 per oent. from ~he Atlantio, 5 per oent from the Indian Ooean) •
Developing oountries have expanded t.heir share to S2 per oent of the total oatohl
Sout.h Amerioan and Asian developing countries reported higher oatches, total
African landings rem~in essentially unohanged. The catohes in developed oountries
were baok to 1994 levels, after low figures in 1985, due to higher oatohes by Japan
and the USSR. European Eoonomio Community (EEC) countrieo reported a slight.
decrease in 1986, while Canada and the United States reported increases.
Significant changes have entered the world tu~a fishery, where developing oountries
have increased their oatahes by IIk)re than 40 per oent al.noe 19-;9 and quadrupl.ed
their share in the produ~tion of canned tuna. Other sta~lstio8 of note are that
80 per cent of the oatch is used fQr direot human oonsumption, 2S per oent is
artisanal and 7S per cent. ir.dustri~l, and that one third of the total oatoh goes to
internat.ional trade in fish and fishery products, with an tnorsQslng 8h~re to
developing countries ($5 billion out of $16.9 billion).

93. Nevertheless, it should be observed that a great part of the reoent inoreases
in produotion comes almost entirely from catohes of shoaU'ng pelagio speoies (and
mostly in the south-east Pacific), which are notoriously sUbjeot to fluotuati~ns in
abundanoe and have lower value since they are used for conversion tC) fish-meal
rather than for direct human consumption.

94. The FAO review estimates that a further 20 million tons of fish a year will be
needed by the year 2000 and it will be in t.he develor,ing oountries that the growth
in demand for food fish will be greater. It concludes that there is little
prospect for inoreasing the oatch of demersal species and that better possibilities
will lie with small (shoaling) pelagio species. However, their abundanoe is known
to fluctuate dramatioally with evidenoe of interaotion with other speoies so that
more research dirocted at these species is indicated. It io assumed that for some
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time world fisheries will oontinue to be ohara~terized by a strong demand for
eKpensive produots of preferred and often fully exploited speoies, and by
oontinuing diffioulties in marketing abundant, low-price fish. While the review
oonoludes that a 20 million ton inorease may be theoretically feasible, it
emphasizes that only a part of that inorease oould oome from more extensive or
intensive fishing effort, and warns that the inoreases involved may have been
largely aohieved already. It was noted that the rest - at least half of the
projeoted inorease in supply - oan be obtained only through managemont improvement,
whioh must be ooncerned with the overall eoonomic performanoe of the fisheries,
improved utilization of resouroes (including the red~ction of port-harvest 10s8eu) J
an~ effeotive development of aquaculture. Governments will need to strengthen
institutions further to meet the complex tasks of fisheries management and deal
with the economic and logistical problems of improving utilization.

95. At the meeting of the Committee on Fisheries muoh emphasis was placed on the
oritioal information and data needs of fisheries management, and on evidenoe that
data provided are not always of an acceptable quality. Fisheries researoh also
needs greater attention, most partioularly rQsearch on tropioal fisheries,
inoluding prOVision of statistioal services, which have been deteriorating over a
long period.

96. Another important aspect of fish6ry policy will be to proteot and enhance
small-soale or artisanal fisheries. These produce over 20 million tons annually
for direot oonsumption. They have the added benefits of being labour-intensive,
requiring little capital investment and a low level of mechanization.

97. Over the past 20 years, a combination of expanding export markets for
high-value produots (notably shrimp and tuna) and national polioios (supported by
international donor &genoies) have led to widospread use of new capital-intensive
fishing teohnol09ies, which have profoundly af.fected the welfare of small-soale
fishing oommunities around the world.

98. Tbe key to progress in fisheries develo~~ent in the developing countries is
further promotion of the capabilities of these gountries, through training and
trunsfer of technolugy, and to this end Bustained and oo-ordinated effort is
required on the part of donor agenoies and development organizations. The feoent
UNDP review of fiBhery development projects is notable in this respeot. The
review, prompted by concerns with the low rate of suooess, ]!I found that many
faUures were attr ibutabl·.J to lack of available information and data and to
inadequate analysis of resouroes available for exploitation before projeots start
and lack of mon~toring of the reaction of stocks to inoreased exploitation. Many
pro~\ems were also attributed to deterioration in the ooverage of reported ~atch

and other statistios. UNDP has concluded that fishery research is receiving le.s
and less priority and that th~s trend must be reversed. The review also found that
a series of oo-ordinated special-purpose p,:ojeots would be preferable to single
multi-purpoae projeots,' and that while regional and interregional projec(s can be
most cost-effeotive, they must oonoentrate on problems best resolved by joint
action.
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2. 1904 Strato~JY for ("isheries Management and Development

99. The first: pro(jl'eDB report published under thil'.l title (COFI/87/3) provides
ample evidence that the Strategy hl16 gener:ally proved to be a moat persuasive tool
for national fishery adlninistrationD Boeking higher priority from 90vernment, a
number havo either taken direct action to atren9then their fishery admin t ljtrations
or have reformulat~l fishery plana on the basis of ita recommendations. 'he review
also provides plentiful evidence of the serious attempts that are being made to
improve management and utilization of resouroes, and the attention being given to
the problem areas - laok of suffioient data for mana90ment purposes and problems
with establishing effeC'tivfl control.

100. 'l'ho report makeD it abundantly clear that oollaboration between developed and
developing countl'ies, and amontl developing countries, is now a faotor of very
oonsiderable impor:t~nce in world fisheries. The number and scope of joint ventures
and similar oo-operative Qgreements are partioularly numerous. While their value
la undisputed, they muat be negotiated carefully and equitably. There will be IRany
more opportunitioo for ouch co-operation, espeoially among developing countries, on
such matters as joint fishing enterprises, product d(,lvelopment, resources research,
intr~regional trade, and particularly trainin9 and joint surveillanoe and fishing
cont(ol systems. li'AO is now aoting with UNDP assistance on the Strategy's
reoommendation for co-operative use of fiDhery research, training and development
vQ8uela.

3. Marine mammals

101. In view of? tho moratorium on whalinq, the thirty-ninth annual meoting of the
International Whaling Commission (IWC) again strengthened ita limitations on the
taking of whales for reAoarch purposes. li'urther criteria ,,,"d guidelines have been
set down for the IWC Scientific Committee to follow when reviewing research permit
propooalo, and a mechuuiam hafl boon ostabliohed whereby the Commission can
recommend to membor Govornmontu that thoy revoke currant permits and refrain from
iaouing now on~B.

4. Hegiollal fiHhery developments

102. 'l'hu seventeenth Boesion of the Committee on Fisheries alao provided an
important opportuni ty to revh'lw tho soveral problems FAO regional fishery bodies
have faced in recent yoars t)n, for example, geographical coverage, participation of
member StatoD and other entities (o.g. EEC), management functions, soope of
recommendation!1 made, £md co-operation with other organizations concerned with
fisheries (COl"I/87/9).

103. Soveral of' these problems are common to the concept and process of
regionallom, most particularly that of appropriate geographic coverage and scope of
functions and powers. Problnma of geography vary from the nec1c3ssity of having to
belong to more than one regional fisheries body to overlapping amon~ bodies, e.g.
tho Indian Ocean F'isheries Commission (IOII'C) and the South Pacific Forum Fisheries
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Age~y (RPI")"A) ovol'lap tho oriq Ina 1 lndo-Paci fIe FishorieR Commission (IPP'C). A
cliffol'ont vDrtant of the problom iD that exporienm~d bv the Ftahery Committee for
the Eastern Central Atlantle (CI':CAF). Thiu Commit.tl'e first thought that it might
be pooo iblo to introduce II Il\or~ affective utaH sHcal ayfltem correoponcUng to
oxclulJ lV(l eCC'f\oll\ic ~oneEl in tho L'egion, but found too many difficult les with this
approach. It. haD thuu optlld for a now and more detailod grid to bo propared on tho
baaia of proaellt Imowlodgl' of tlH' diatr ibut ion and migr:atiofi6.l of fish stook • .ll./

104. Membership of rogional bodipo waR dramatically affect.ed by the Convention on
the Law of the seal aoooso by non-coastal States became more restrictive, but was
often resolved through the creation of subsidiary bodies composed only of coastal
States, specifically responsible for management questions in a Bubregion. FAO
cons idol'fl that broadly apoakhlg the member ah ip ai tuation ia [la tiafactory. No
aolution has been found, however, for upgrading EEC participation.

105. 'rhel'e are cona iderablo cH fferences in the degree of management competence
among fishory boditl8 and ~'A(J in suggest ing that they be adjuflted and strengthenoci,
particularly in th() IOli'C find CI!:CAF regions, where the status of certain stocks,
particularly shared and otraddling stocks, calls for the adoption of conoerted
management measurOD. The most interesting deoision-makin~ procedure is that of
making potentially b:LncU ng rocQnunendations, 13ubjoct to objec:t ions.,2,;!/ The Goneral
Fisheries Counoil for the Mediterranean is the ooly It'AO body to use it (lPFC also •
haa the ability) , but the others would require reconstitution.

106. Improved co-oporution with other organizations (and bilateral 8gencieB) is of
llomo concorn to Io'AO. Not only have tho nunber of international organizations
concorned oxcluoively with fioheries increused, but many rogional economic
developmont organizations have also lntonoifiod efforts in the fisheries field
(0.9. A6I!:AN and tho CIl dbhoiln ('oJllmun ity) . J!'AO noh.ls that. wh 110 they do not provide

an Q(lequl1te ql'ol,Jl'uphical framework fot' co-opention in management, they OBn play an
important role in tilt! development procons.

107. Movoral of thl' above inuuea are aql:lin illustratod in recent regional
dovolopmentR, nlunq with J)l'l'f:intont problems in outa i n inq the necessary information
and data, in building fiahury rosear.ch capability and enouring canpliance. Also
illuDtratod aro the vudutionG in managl lent policy.

5. I!:asteru central. Atlantic

108. 'l'ho tonth 8091:11on of CI!:CAI", held in December 1986, was notable in several
areUOf on th(~ quest. ton of approprlat:<:> goographical coverage, bilateral fishery
a~reornontu, and managoment meaAure8 and enforcement.

109. 'I'h(~ COlluniUflo noted with coreern that some COQnta 1. States were having
cono iueri;)ble cH H icul HOB in obtaininq statieticB on foreign fishing and urged
thoBo having bllateral agreements to onsure canpliance with clauses requiring
timely declaration of reliablp. atatif:lticB. Others were requested to seek improved
Htatiotical data from partners and to intensify scientific co-operation with them.
The Committee also called for a balance to be struck between the presence of
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foreign fleets and development of national oapacity, as well as protection of
artisanal fisheries from unfavourable oompetition with industrial fisheries.

110. CECAF has again endorsed the management approach recommended in 1985, when it
advised that direot regulation of fishing efforts through a limitation of fishing
oapaoity was more appropriate for rational management of national stocks than
indirect limitation through total allowable catches. and that management of shared
stocks oalled not only for the establishment of total allowable catohes and catoh
allocation schemes among the countries conoerned but a direct or conoerted
limitation of the fishing effort of each country.

111. The Sub-Regional Commission of CECAF, comprising Cape Verde, the Gambia,
Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania and Sen~lJal, is reviewing experience in other parts of
the world on harmonization of legal controls and enforcement measures. For this,
FAO has provided a Bubregional compendium of fisheries legislation, a review of
co-operative measures in surveillance and enforcement in the south Pacifio and the
European Community and a paper on maritime hot pursuit as it affects fiaheri~s. i!I

6. Western central Atlantic

112. A review of articles 63 and 64 of th~ Convention on the Law of the Soa by a
Western Central Atlantic Fisherios Commission Export Consultation has concluded
that the Convention on the Law of the Sea annex I list of highly migratory speoies
did not include some speoies of importance to the Lesser Antilles region. For
management purposes, these stocka were dist inguished as fo110'"9 1 stocks occurr ing
within a single exolusive economio Zt ~. transboundary stocks. stocks migrating
within the archipelago. stooks migru Lng only partially within the exclusive
eoonomic zone. The Committee ha~ recognizod that the distribution ranges and
migration of resources exploited in common dotermine the number of States and
territories that need to participate in any discussion on their rational
managoment. Concrete management moasures for p~ared resources will be defined on
this basis.

7. South-west Atlantic

113. Fishing efforts in the area have built up rapidly during :he 1980s, as have
the annual catch and the number of countries and vessels involved. The main
fishing nations, by volume of! their catches, arol Argentina, Pe,land, Japan,
Uruguay, USSR, Spain, Bulga~ia, German Democratic RepUblic, Republic of Korea and,
since 1985, Cuba. With this rapid development came concerns as to potential
over-exploitation and foreseeable difficulties over conservation and management.
FAO therefore decided in 1985 to carry out an assessment of tho state of the fish
stocks in the area and that study is now availablo. 22/

114. The main offshore fisheries include southern blue whiting, mostly fished by
Poland and the Soviet Union, and the short finned squid. fished by most nations
operating in the area. ~ The assessments of these depended primarily on t' e
detailed information and data that were supplied by Poland and Japan. No deLdiled
fishing effort data were provided by any of the other offshore fishing nations in
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the area. Howover, Argontina providee:l significant information on fisher.ies in the
south-west Atlantic 1n goner:al and the surveillanoe data provided by the \Jnitec3
Kil\gdom gav..! good indicationo of the total fiahing effort around the Falkland
Islands (Malvinao). The study finjs that southorn blue whiting seem to be lightly
to moderately exploitod and do not call for management meaBures for the time
being. In the case of the shortfin squid fishery, it is likoly that the increased
fishing etfort in 1986 has created an overfiahing aituati~n. The study notes also
that a variable proportion of the ctock is distributed and exploited qUite heavily
(up to 50 per cant beyond the 200-mile limit). Adequate management clearly calls
for good and reliablo information on a continuous basis and for some kind of
collaboration among the States operating in tho area. The FAO stuc3y therefore
calls attention to article 63 (2) of the Convention.

115. Very little is currently known about the other main offshore fishery for the
common ~quid, but, based on the results of past surveys and a comparison with
estimated current catches and some other sparae informution, there is a high
proba~ility for this stock to become over-exploited.

116. The Committee on Fisheries has recognized the importance of the fisheries in
the area (Statistical Area 41) and FAO's unique ability, under the present
circumstances, to collate and analyse fisheriea data (COFI rep1rt CL 91/7). FAO
will therefore continue to monitor the situation, within its mandate as a •
specializod technical agency, and will update the study as appropriate. COuntries
fishing in the area were invited to co-operate with FAO p~rticularly through the
provision of all catch 8n(1 effort data and biological il'\formation on the resources.

a. Indian Ocoan

117. The main fishery iusuo is improvement of the present institutional framework
for managing tho tuna stocks.

118. It is to be noted that the Convention on the Law of the Sea has dramatically
changed the nature of the responsibilities and powers of the existing fishery
bodies involved with tuna (IO~'C, IPFC, ICCA'l', the Inter-America Tropical Tuna
Commission (IA'l"l'C), the South Pacific Commmission (SPC) and SPFFA) El. FAO is
concerned that relatively little attenti.on i13 presently being given tc new
assessments of tuna stocks and called attention to the extreme difficl.lltlea 1n the
last few years for tuna scientists to gain acceas to detailed catch and effort
statistics for stock assessments (COFI 07/INF.4).

119. France, Japan, Seychelles, Sri Lanka and Thailand have begun a detailed review
of the options available for long-term institutional arrangements for Indian Ocean
tuna and have agreed that the future arrangement should cover two FAO Statistical
Areas (51 and 57). No final agreement was reached on memberships some wiohed to
restrict it to coastal ~tates and States whose nationals fish for tuna 1n the
region, others called additionally for the participation of countries that could
contribute to scientific knowledge of the stocks. Most agreed that the new
arrangements should prov ide for full management "mctions and the power to make
potentially binding recommendations. The developing coastal States strongly
emphasized the need for the new body to daal also with development aspects.
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9. South-west Pactflc

120. Tho n09otiations that began in 1984 on a regional licensing agr:eAment under
which United States tuna fishermen could fish in the region were conclud~'d with i.l

Treaty between the United States and 16 South Pacific countries on 2 April 1987.
It will enter into force when ratified by the Ur.i ted States and 10 States, throo uf
which are specifically named (Papua New Guinoa, Kiribati and Federal States of
Micronesia). So far, Australia, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, N~w Zealand and Nauru have
ratified. The 'freaty sets out terms and conditions under which United States flay
fishing vessels will be able to fish in some 10 million aquare miles of. exclusive
economic zones and ~i9h sea areas enclosed by the zones in the reyi~~. The tuna
industry wUl pay annual licence tees and provide technical assistance, under a
related a9reement with SPFFA, the United States Government will provide economic
support funds for five years to parties to the Traaty.

121. The Treaty is also of considerable interest tn that it represents Olltl of the
first attempts to provide a pr~ctical working mechanism for the concept of flag
state responsihility for compliance control. The United states Government would
undertake to enforce the provisions of the agreement against its nationals and
fishing vessels as a supplement to the enforcement measures taken by tha coastal
States themselves. Its penalty levels would be comparable to those in force for
foreign vessels operating in the United St~tes exclusive economic zon~. The Treaty
also contains specific provisions recognizing SP~FA's regional register of foreiqn
fishing veasels.

122. Negotiations for this Treaty also brought a related matter into sharper focuo,
accurate charting of maritime boundaries. It has been emphasized that in any
unilateral claim or bilateral boundary agreement enough technical il'f...·rmatlon
should be provided so that both claimant and user States will know where the limits
are. Clear and unambiguous definitions for the various limits in the Treaty ate
given in an annex describing areas closed to United States fishing off the coasts
of the island States. Charts will be developed for use by the industry once the
Treaty enters into force.

10. Eastern Pacifi£

123. The new Eastern Pacific Tuna Fishing Agreement will establish a regional
licenaing regime. The Treaty has been ratified 60 far by tOQta Rica, Honduras and
the Unittd States. Two additional coastal State ratlfications are necessary for
its entry into force. Alao with a view to establishing a tuna fishing regime in
the Eastern Pacific ocean, a draft treaty was concluded in Guatemala in
August 1987. '{'his draft treaty is based on the new law of the sea and fully
upholds the sovereign riJhta of coastal States over the living resources in the
exclusive economic zones. The draft tl~eaty will be considered at a conf~rence to
be held in Mexico in 1988 and will serve as an instrument in the eBtabl~shment of a
new institution concerning tuna fishinq and consp.rvation in the eastern Pacific.
The following countries will participate in this conferences Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Peru.
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11. South-East Asia

124. The Indo-Pacific Fisheries Commission has concluded that severe over-fishing
is prevalent throughout the region. ill catohes of commercially valuable demersal
fisheries have dropped sharply and some species have disappealed, and it is feared
that the regional demand for fish will greatly exceed Iotential supplies, leading
to increaEed prices and thus even greater pressures on fisheries. Effioient
management measuros beoome all the more critical. The Commission pinpointed the
absenoe of property rights as the fundamental cause of waste and resultirag
conflicts and called for exolusive user rights, particularly for artisanal
fishermen, and strong management authority. Priority should be given to investment
projeots and programmes that facilitate better managemRnt.

G. Developments in regional co-operation

125. The urgent concern of States to implement the COnvention and to benefit fr.om
the resouroes under their jurisdiction is highlighted by the aotivities of the
States not only at national levels but also at regional and subreglonal levels.
They undersoore the need for assistance to States at both national and regional
levels. In this respect the following reoent initiatives should be noted, a
subregional Symposium, co-spon~ored by C8te d'Ivoire and Camnroon, a subregional
workshop under the auspices of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States, the
first Indian Ooean Marine Affairs Conferenoe, and the Conference of the South-East
Asian Projeot on OCean Law and Policy.

•

126. The Abidjan symposium held in June 1987 requested the Office for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea to give priority assistance to the States of the West and
Central African regions to implement the Convention on the Law of the Sea and to
introduce the marine dimension in their developmental process. It also asked for
United Nations assistanoe in organizing a training course on the development of
offshore hard minerals in the region.

1. Organization of Eastern Caribbean States

127. In Septe~ber 1987, OECS held a workshop on certain maritime mattera as they
affeoted the region. The workBhop considered the applicalion to the OECS sUbregion
of the relevant provisions of the Convention dealing with the determination of
baselines, the status of islands and insular formations, and the delimitation of
maritime b~undaries between States with udjaoent and opposite coasts. The workshop
discussed several issues relating to bound~ry-mak~ng in the Caribbean as a whole,
and in particular, with reference to the subregion. It was noted that among the
important factors affecting delimitation in the OECS region are the proximity of
Stateu and dependenciesl the presence of islands, rocks, reefs and sandbanksl the
presence of dependent territocies of metropolitan Powers, and the distribution of
the natural resouroe potential of the region.

I ...



A/42/688
English
Pago 32

2. Indian Ocean Marine Affairs Co-oPeration

128. The Indian OCean Marine Affairs Co-operation Conference (IOMAC) held in
January 1987 was a major undertalting involving some 34 oountries. Ita basic
objective was to inorease awareness of the potential for co-operation among States
of the region and for co-operation with the United Nations system as well as the
developed cuuntries. The Conferenae set down the framework for oo-operation and
drew up a programme and plan of aotion that emphasizes pooling and sharing of
scarce scientific and technioal faoilities and expertise, exohange and
centralization of information and data and general improvement of communioations
at the regional level to optimize resouroes and avoid duplioation of effort. It
furthermore institutionalized oo-operation in the establishment of an IONAC
secretariat and a l7-member Standing Committee. That group has already set some
policy pricrities. initiation and rapid ddvelopment of a marine affairs
information netwoE'k (using national fooal points), organization of inventories of
national facilities and oapabilities, and identification of training needs.
International organizations are asked to liaise with IONAe in building the
necoosary information network.

3. The South-East Asian Project on Ocean I~w,

Polioy and Management i!/

129. SEAPOL has concentrated on the prooesoes and problems 4Bsooiated with
implementation of the COnvention on the Law of the Sea in the region and
particularly on boundary-making, conflict avoidanoe and dispute settlement,
transit (in environmental and strategic terms), environmental proteotion and
fishery management and conservation. The SEAPOL oonferenoe held in April 1987
also discussed the future for regional co-operation in ooean development and
resource management and made a number of reoommendations of c..'Onsiderable
significance.

130. International organizations were called on to assist. national legis'.at:'"e
acti~ity and other tasks of implementation of the COnvention. The States
themselves must seek out all opportunities for p~ltioipation in international
research, training, information and technical assistance plo~rammes in the various
ocean sectors, particularly where marine environmental, research and teohnological
matters are concerned. StroDS in general was pl.~ced on the general obligations of
states to conRult and give notice to neighbouring Inates, 'other interested States
an6 competent international organizations, as prescribed in various provisions of
the Convention, and Boek out all opportunities for collaborative aotivities.
&nphasis was also placed on the need to avoid unduly strict interpretation of
coastal States' rights, partioularly where conflicts with other States might
ensue, and to seek bi14teral and regional co-operative solutions wherever possible.

131. 'rhe general .approach to regionalism was to begin with a foous on ASEAN. The
conference readily acoepted the notion that the need for bilateral treaty making
in the region diminishes with the development of regional co-operation. The first
step was considered to be a consultative machinery to designate areas and issues
under the Convention that lend themselves to regional oo-operation.
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v. THE PREPANA'lORY COMPtIt:iBION FOI~ 'l'11Il: IN'1'ERNA'tIONAL SEA-DED
AU'.l'~RI'I'Y AND FOR THE IN'I'Il:RNA'l'IONAL 'l'IUDUNAL FOR 'l'nE LAW
OF THE SEA

132. The Preparatory Cornmiss ion met twioe during 1987. It held tho fifth Ha.lon
at Kingston from 30 March to 16 April 19U7, and 0 meeting in New York from
27 July to 21 August 1987. It has decided to holu 1ta Bixth Boaoion at KInguton
from 14 Maroh to 8 April 1988. Provlaion hoa boen made for uefvIoing a lIu._r
meeting of the P~eparatory Commission in 1908 in New York.

A. The plenary

1. The implementation of r@solution 11

133. Pollowing the Understanding of S September 1906 (~a/PCN/L.4l/R.v.l), It had
been anticipated that the four applicants, namely France, Indh, Japan and the
Soviet Union, would have submitted revised applications a& pioneer inveutora,
whioh would have been conuidered and registerud during the fifth "8&ion of the
Preparatory CommIssion. However, in the light of inter-&e&slonal oonaultatIon8
that had taken plaoe, the four· applicants did not pubmIt their r.ev.ilied
applications and requestod an extension of tho doadline for their Bubmi•• ion.

134. ti'rom the information provided to the Preparatory Commis. ion by the th'at
group of applioants and the potential applioants, the Commi&8ion WIS eatt'fled
that substantial progreo8 had beon made an~ further time wae neoo••ary to complete
th~ disoussions that had begun during the inter-sessional period. Accordtn91y,
ttlO Pn.paratory Commiseion deoided to extena the time for che uubmi.eion of
rovised applications by the four applioants. These applications were to be
submitted not lat4itr than one week prior to tho DUmmtn: meutin~.

135. It was agreed that, UnlQBS the Preparatory Commioliion dClcided otherwhe, the
Group of 'l'eohnioal Experts, estabUshed in acoordanoe with tho Underatandtnv ot
5 Septembor 1986, would convene at the beginning of the second week of the au..er
meeting in order to examine the applioations submitted for rogiltrltion and .u~it

a report to the General Commltte., Which would also be convened during the Bu..er
maeting. The General Committee acts ao the executive body on behalf of the
Preparatory Commission for the purpose of registration. It waB a180 _greed that
India, whioh had no confliots with respeot to overlawing olaims, oould be
registered Goparately, but that France, Japan and the Soviet Union Wlrg to be
considered and registered aimultaneously.

136. Following the Under,tanding of 10 April 1987 (LOS/~CN/L.43/Rev.l), the Group
of Technical Experts was oonvened and began its me.ting on 3 Auguet 1187.
However, in the light of certain developmentu, the Group was unable to examine the
applications of all four applicants and in aooordance with the UnderetandinC) of
10 April 1987, it began examining tha reviBud application of India.

131. During the Hummer melting the Preparatory Commission wee informed that the
negotiations aimed at resolving all pending practical problems, whioh had been in
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progre~s since the last session of the Preparatory Commission, had been
successfully concluded (~S/PCN/L.49). The Secretary-General hailed this as the
most important development sinoe the adoption of the Convention in 1982. The
first group of applicants and the potential applicanto reported that a
comprehensive settlement of practical problenis had been ach ieved (LOS/POl/90 and
IDS/PCN/91). The outcome ensured that all applications submitted would now be
considered by the Group and the General Committee with a view to their
registration. However, because of the short lapse of time since the negotiations
were concluded and the need for adjustment to certain applications, the date of
consideration of the applications of France, Japan and the Soviet Union had to be
postponed.

138. Accordingly, the next meeting of the Group of Technical Experts would be
convened from 23 November to 4 December 1987. It would be followed by a meeting
of the General Committee fran 7 to 18 December 1987 in order to consider the
revised applications of France, Japan and the Soviet Union as pioneer investors
under resolution 11.

Registration of India

139. The agreeMent on the resolution of conflicts with respect to overlapping
claims was followed by a historic development in the Preparatory COmmission when
it decided to register India as the first pioneer investor in the international
sea-bed area (~S/P0l/94) on the basis of a report of the Group of Technical
Experts (LOS/PCN/BUR/R.l). In accordance with resolution 11 of the Third United
Nations Conference on the law of the sea, India has been allocated an area of
150,000 square kilometres in the south-central Indian Ocean basin. In this area
India has the exclusive right to carry out activities leading up to the
exploitation of polymetallic: nodules. At the same time the Commission reserved
from the Indian application an area of 150,000 square kilometres of equal
estimated commercial value for future development by the International Sea-Bed
Authority.

140. It was the general opinion that the registration of India as a pioneer
investor represented a milestone in the evolution of the law of the sea. It was
also the general view that the event not only marked the beginning of the
implementation of the pioneer system established under resolution 11, but in fact
gave concrete meaning to the prinoiple of the common heritage of mankind embodied
in the 1982 Convention (LOS/PCN/L.54/Rev.l). .

Other matters

141. At the 37th meeting of the Commission. the plenary elected by acclamation the
nomination of the African Group, Mr. Jose Luis Jesus of the delegation of Cape
Verde, as Chairman of the Preparatory Commission to succeed Mr. Joseph S. Warioba,
Prime Minister of· the United Republic of Tanzania.

142. At the 38th meeting of the plenarYr the Canmis~ion commemorated the twentieth
anniversary of the initiative of Malta relating to the reservation exclusively for
peacefUl purposes of the sea-bed beyond national jurisdiction and the use of its
resources in the interest of mankind.
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2. The preparation of the rules, regulations and procedures
relating to the organs of the Authority

143. The plenary continued the examination of the draft rules of procedure for the
Economic Planning Commission and completed the first reading of these rules. It
then took up the examination of the revised rules of procedure of the Council and
completed the second reading of these rules. On the second reading several of the
dr af t rules were provisionally approved.

144. There was a lengthy debate on the proposals of the draft rules of procedure
of the Council to establish a Finance Colllllittee. There was general agreement on
the advisory nature of the body and the qualifications of the members of this
Committee. However, certain issues needed furthur discussion, such as whether the
criteria for membership of the Committee should he based on the principle of
equitable geographical distribution and special interests or only on the principle
of equal geographical distribution, and whether the major contributors should
constitute a special category.

145. Throughout its work on the draft rules of procedure of the various organs of
the Authority, there were certain issues that were left pending. They concerned
in particular financial and budgetary matters, decisionoomaking, majorities
required for elections, status of observers and subsidiary organs.

146. At the sixth session, the plenary will commence with a second reading of the
draft rules of procedure-of' the Legal' and Technical Commission and of the JilconaDic
Planning Commission. The plenary will then return to the pending draft rules of
procedure of the Council.

B. Special Commission 1

147. The mandate of the special Co_ission is to undertake studies on the problems
that would be encountered by the developing land-based producer States likely to
be most seriously affected by sea-bed mineral production. The Special Commission
continued its discussion on possible remedial measures for such developing
1and-based p~ucer States.

148. The view was expressed that there was no need for the Authority to devise any
new remedial measures. The need for such measures may not arise since the very
factors that would encourage commercial sea-bed mining in the fUture, for example
high metal prices, would at the same time be helpful to land-based mining. Were
the need to arise, existing economic measures of international, multilateral,
regional and subregional organizations may be adequate to cope with the problem of
developing land-based producers adversely affected by sea-bed mineral production.
On the other hand, the view was maintained that it was necessary that the
Authority adopt its own-measures.

149. In the event that the Authority adopted its own measures, views diverged as­
to whether measures of economic adjustment assistance or a system of compensation
would be the most effective way of dealing with the problems. Further, if a

/ ...



A/42/688
English
Page 36

system of oom~nsation was ohosen it did not neoessarily entail the establishment
of a oompensation fund. The questions were raised as to whether a system of
oompensation or compensation fund shoul~ be of a global, multil~teral or bilateral
nature. Dl~ergen~ views were also expressed on the sources for financing of suoh
a fundi whether part: of the profit of the Enterprise would be the aaly 8OU.,08 or
whether tho sea-bud minerL Yhould also contribute from their profits. There was
genetal agreement, however, that developing land-based produoers seriously
aff~cted by deep sea-bed mining should be provided with some form of assistance.

lS0. At its meettng in N.~ York, tbe Speoial Commission oonoentratod mainly on the
iaoue of subaidization in relation to deep aea-bed mining. Some delegations were
of the opinion that effioient land-baeed produoers would be able to oompete with
se~-bed produotion as long as the latter was a oommeroial unsubsidized operation,
and that the real thraat to oompetitive land-based produoers was subsidized
sea-bed mining. These a~legations suggested that an anti-subsidization
reoommendation should be an important element in the recommendations of the
Speoial Commission to the Authority with rogard to remedial measures for the
~lobl.ms of developing land-based produo~r States adversely affeoted by aea-bed
produotiun. Other delegati~ns raiSed a number of questions about the
applicability and effeotiveness of the General Agreement on Tarriffs and
Trade (GATT)-type anti-subsidy provisions in relation to sea-bed mining. There
were also questions as to whether any praotioal. realistio and effeotive
anti-subsidy measures oould be formulated at G4l. Some dele~ationo wore of the
vle~ that even if there was no sUbsidi3ation of sea-bed mining, when sea-bed
mining G~Qurs, the very fact that there is a new source of supply of minerale
would result. in adverse effeots on devQloping land-based produoera, Bubsidization
of aea-bed mining would merely aggravate the situation. These issues will
oontinue to be deliborated by the Special Commission.

C. SPeoial Commisuion 2

151. The Speolal Commission is charged with preparing for the establishment of the
Enterprise, the operational arm of the Authority. It is also reqYired under
resolution 11 of the COnferenoe to take the neoessary measures to enable the
Enterprise to keep paoe with States and other entities that will bo engage'" in
deep sea-bed mining. In particular, under the pio~eer regime registered pioneer
inYestors ate required, inSer alie, to provide training fot the personnel ~f the
Enterprise. At its session at Kingston, the Commission disoussed in some detail
the question of training, in partioular, issues relating to timing, types of
training and the oosts of such training.

152. With regard to the question of when training should begin, views were
expressed that the commencement of training should be limited to the viability of
deep soa-bed mining. It was, however., argued that, in view of the importanoe of
training for the participation of developing countries in all aspeots of deep
soa-bed mining, suoh a link should not be established, and that the earlier
training oould begin, the better it would be in order to keep pace with sea-bed
m\ning development. Divergent Vi9WS were held on the question of oosts. on the
one hand it was held that the costs of suoh training should be borne by the
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pioneer investors. The oontrary view wati that the aoeta r.hould not be borne by
the pioneer inveotofft alone, but shoul~ be reimbursabls by lha Authority. It waB
agreed that an ad ho£. working group 01, training wOtJl", b't established to f1)rmulate
a training programme.

153. At its meoting in New York, the Special Commission discussed t~e

administrative struoture of the Enterprise, inoluding the question ~f the
establishment of an initial NnuoleuB" Enterpri.e. The desoription given in the
seoretariat pdper (iDS/PCN/SCN.2tNP.12) of the kind of monitoring, evaluatin~ and
oontinued proparatory funotions that would neod to be performed in the
pre-feaa ibility period waB gener"Uy aooepted. There was general 'Igreement on the
neoessity of keeping personnel and costs to a minimum.

154. With the reyistration of the first group of applioants the work of the
Speoial Commiuslon will now enter a more conorete phase. It would have to turn
ita attention 1;0 the implementation of pal.graph 12 of resolution 11. As a
oonae~u8noe, the programme of work for the sixth session will be the tollowin9'
fonnul&tion and establishment of a training programme, struoture and organization
of the Enterpriso, and tho Unplementation of paragrap, 12 of resolution 11 with
respect to oxploration and transfer of teohnology.

D. Speoial Commissi~

155. The preparation of the rules, regulations and procedures for the exploration
and exploitation of the deop gea~bed falls under th~ mandate of Speoial
Commission 3. Tho Ce·mmission bega~ a det~iled consideration of draft artiolos
dQal1~ wit.:. the finanoiGl ttH.ms of a mining contraot, whioh are viewed as being
crucial to the suooe8sful undertakinq of deep sea-bed miring. The artioles
considored deal with the annual fixed fee, tho ohoioe of system of f.inanoial
oontributioLI, produotiol"l oharges, the method of assessment of quantity of
processed metals from nodules, the attribution of averago prioe to suoh metals,
notification of marke~ value and payment of produotio~ oharges, the Authority's
share of attributable not proceeds and the determination of firBt and second
periods of commeroial produotion for graduated taxation.

•

156. During ita meeting in New 'tark the Commission continued its disoussion of the
draft articles. In partioular it examined the provisions relating tu the issue of
interest, the reoovory of the conttaotor's development, the caloulation and
payment of the Authority's sharo of attributable net proceeds, aocounting
prinoiploD, payment to the Authority, tho selootion of aooountants end the
Gottlement of disputes.

157. During tho discussion of these draft articles and the various amendments,
many comments were made, aftlendments o~bmittod and suygQstions offered.

158. The Special Commission then had a general discussion on document
UDS/PCN/SCN/3/WP.6/Add.3 (Draft Regulations on Financial Incentives) introduced by
~he Secretari~t at the 60th meeting of the Speoial Commission.
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159. ViowD were oxpl'oaeod that financial tncentivea should bo 00. If) idered as a
oam~n~nt of the financi~! rules. It was pointed out that the finanoia1 terms of
oonttaot oreated an unduly onelOUD burden fer the contractor and that the
provisions in articlos 88 end 89 of dooument LOa/p~~/SCN.3/WP.6/Add.3 did not
provido an adequate solution. What waa required bofore detailod incentives woro
cHaousBod ~ero oertain mechanisms and an institutional framework basod un stablo
arid olear oriteria and non-disor iminato~y prooedures undoL' whioh un !form and
predetermhied incentives would b~ pr-ovided. It was suggested that the provision
of such inoentives should not be left to the disoretion of the Authority but
should be provided autanat ioally unler topeci fic condi ~:ions clearJ.y detl.'li loCi i"
t!dvanco.

160. Another view was that the Lroviaion of financial inoentives oould not be
viowod a6 oreating exceptions to tho financial terms of oontraot. It was
maintained that the provisions of ltticle 13 of annex 111 of the Convention must
provail and that the availability of inoentives should not booomo a gonoral rule
but only be awarded at the dioorotion of the Authority. It was alao pointed out
that it was im~ortant to consider thu provision of finanoial inoentivos in terms
of the revonuos of the Authority.

161. It was suggested that the provia ion of such inoer&tiveo should not amount to
subsidizing sra-bod mining ospecially to the detriment of land-bosad mining.

162. It waG further suggested that a higher degree of socurity for the contractor
could be viewed ao a finanoial inoentive. Other additional incentives suggested
were, inter alia, a partial or full refund of the annual fixed foe paid by the
contraotor whero exploration did not lead to exploitadon of a mine sHe and the
right of the contraotor to change his ohoico of making hie finanoial contribution
to tho Authority, i.e. by oither paying a production charge only oc paying a
oombination of tho production charge and a dhare of not proceeds.

163. Throughout tho doba to, 8 view was mainta ined that the provisions of the
Convention should not be altered in the devolopmont cf the rules and regulations
for deep soa-bed mining. on the other hand, it was felt that the Commiseio~

should not be precluded f.rom building on tha provisions of the Conventicn. This
raisos tho issue of the extont to which modifications can be made to the
provisions of tho Convontion in the drafting of the mining code.

E. Special Commission 4

164. This Commission ia proparing for the establishment of the International
Tribunal for the Low of the Bea. Tho Special Commission has comploted its aecond
round of discuDs10ns on tho draft Ruleo of the Tribunal, with the oxception of one
outstanding matt~r containod in an informal sU9gestion ~ono6rnin9 procedures for
the prompt release of vesGolA and orOWD, which should be completed early in the
sixth YO 1010n, Tho thrust of the discussions have been reflected in the revision
of the Rules and the compromise proposals presented by the Secretariat at the
requost of the Special Commission There has been widespread agreement within the
Spocial Commission on ~irtually all issues relating to the Rules. The Secretariat
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ha~ beon requeoted to prepare a final revision of the draft Rules and it is
expected that this tcvision would ~rovide a brondly acoftptable proposal for th~

Rules of the Tribunal.

165. The Speoial Commission b. now in the proceso of cons ider ing the requirements
for a hea~uarter8 agreement between the Tribunal and the host country. The
disoussion is based on a draft headquarters agreement prnpared by the
seoretariat. On this subjeot as well, a most construotive spirit has prevailed
and the disoussions have progressed expeditiously to complete the first half of
the draft. The seoond part of this draft will be presented by the secretariat
before the next session and it is anticipated that the Speoial Commission oan
conolude a first review ot the subjeot by the end of the sixth session.

166. There are soveral other items on the agenda of apeoial Commission 4,
inoludin~ the drafting of a protocol or agreement dealing with t~e subjeot of
privilegea and immunitles of the Tribunal, its funotionaries, offioials and
representat iwo of parties before it. Fot this purpose also, the Seoretariat 1.s
expeoted to present a working papet for the sixth session.

•167. As mandated by the Speoial Commission, the Chairman's consultations on the
matters relating to the seat of tho Tribunal are proceeding, and it is hoped that
8 generally aoooptablo solution to this problem will be found. The problem arises
from the faot that the host country identified in tho Convention (Federal Republic
of Germany) has not oiqned the Convention, nor has it aooeded to it. An
understanding was reached at the time when the host oou,'1try wae chosen that
required it to be a party to the Convention.
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PART 'l'NO

ACTJVlTIES OF THE Oll'li'ICE OF THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE

I. INTRODUCTION

168. The Office of the Special Representative of the Seoretary-General for the law
of the Sea is preoently entrusted with the responsibility of discharging the major
programme on marine affairs (dhap. 25 of the medium-term plan for the period
1984-1989), comprising programme 1 (Law of the sea affairs) and programme 2
~Baonomic and technical aspeots of marine affairs), with most aspeots of the work
oarried out by the Seoretariat in the fi~ld of marine affairs being consolidated
in the Offioe of the Speoial Represent.ative. The Offioe has been renamed the
Offioe for OCean Affairs and the Law of the sea. The Offioe will thus implement a
programme that oonbines ",he oftgoirag aotivities of the Offioe of the Speoial
Representative of the Seoretary-General for the Law of the Sea with most of those
previously oarried out by the fotmer ODesn Economios and Teohnology Branoh of the
Department of International Economio and Sooial Affairsl aB well as oertain
aotivities fotmerly oar ded out by the Sea and Ocean Af fair 8 Section of the
Department of Politioal and Seourity COunoil Affairs. This was one of the
sr.ruotural reformft effeoted by the seoretary-General !!/ and reported to the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, at its resumed twenty-seventh 88ssion
in Beptember 1987, which for this purpose has endorsed a oonsolidated programme
budget for the Offioe (A/C.S/42/2/Rev.l).

169. In the field of marine affairs, the implications of the oon~olidation are
that there will be a continuation of the ongoing responsibilities of the Offioe of
the Speoial Representative of the Seoretary-General for the Law of the Bea, whioh
arise 89 a oonsequence of the adoption of the 1982 Conventlon establishing a
c~prehensive regime governing all uses of the ooeans and their resources. These'
include suoh aotivities as reporting on developments relating to the Convention,
the provision of information, advioe and assistance to States, international and
regional organizations, academio institutions, scholars and othets on the legal,
eoonomio and political aspects of the Convention. It also involves the provision
of advioe and assistanoe to States, ea~ecially developing ones, on overall marine
polioy and Rlanagement, the institutional implications thereof and the adaptation
and adoption of national laws and regUlations and the praotioal exercise of their
rights and fulfilment of obligations 1n conformity with the Convention.

170. The Office also faoilitates widespread aooeptance of the new oce&n regime,
and mo,nitors and reports on developments rolating to the regime for the ooea~s at
the international, regional and national levels. It also provides a fooal point
within the United Nations system for ooean-relat&1 activities. It fosters
co-operation between offices and departments of the United Nations, its agenoies
and bodies in promoting a oonsistent approaoh towards the implementation of the
Convention.

171. The Offi~e also continues to provide seoretariat services for the Preparatory
Commission for the International sea-Bed Authority and ~or the International
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Tribunal for the Law of the Bea by providing the whole rango of substantive and
administrative support to the negotiations of this intergovernmental body
(consisting 0: 159 members and 10 observers) , which is preparing for the
establishment of the International Sea-Bed Aut.hority and the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Bea. In its work programme the Offioe placGs special
elY'phasis on the servi':8s of the Preparatory Commiss ion and maintaino an offi'oe at
Kingston, Jamaioa, to faoilitate the servicing of the Commission.

172. The Offioe monitors developments relating to ooean affairs and law of the sea
and, with the assistance of the material and data provided by the agenoies and
bodies of the United Nations, analyses these developments and submits the annual
report of the Seoretary-General on the developments to the General Assembly in
accordance with its deoision.

173. These functions will be supplemented by the work previously oarried out by
the former Ocean Bconomics and Technology Branch of the Department of
International Economic and SOoial Affairs (DIESA) in the areaa of marino minerals
(sea-bed and near-shore), coastal area and exclusive economic zone policy~akin9,

planning and management, marine and coastal technology, marine information and
data management and dissemir.~tion, and substantive support for technical
co-operation will be carried out by the Offioe for Ocean Affairs and the Law of '
the Sea. This Office will thus al~o be responsible for the United Nations
oontribution to such joint inter-agency progremmes and activities as Ocean Science
in Relation to Non-Living Resourcos, the Aquatic SCionces and Fisherie$
Information Syst.em, t.he International Ocoanographic Data Exchange, the Training,
Education and folJtual Assistance in the Marine. SCiences, lhe Group of Experts on
Scientific Aspects of Martne Pollul·.ion, and the development of the Long-term and
Expanded Programme of OCeanic Explo~tion and Research. The Office will also
represent the Seoretary-General at sessions of the Inter-Secretariat Committee on
Scientific Programmes Relating to Oceanography. In addition, responsibility for
factual repo~ting on developments in the sea and ocean affairs has been
transferred to this Offi?e from the Department for Political and Security Council
Affairs.

II. ASSISTANCE AND SPECIAL STUDIES

174. The process of ratification of the Convention has continued and currently 34
instrumentR of ratification have been deposited. During the period under review,
~le Office of the Special Representative has been requested to provide
information, advice and assistance to facilitate the ratification process by
providing clarification regarding provisions of the Convention and the
interrelationship between such provisions as they affect the rights and duties of
States. States, national agencies and institutions aa well as intergovermental
and non-governmental organizations ~ave also submitted numerous requests for
different types of detailed information on matters relating to the regime for the
oceans.

175. The developmental process' in many oolJntr ies is witness lng the grea tar
incorporation of the marine sector in theil economies. This process is being
underta~en at both the national and regional levels, thereby stimulating
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additional marine-relaied activities. The Office has been requested to
pertioipate in this process by preparing and presenting studies and reports on
marine affairs as well as by participating in several meetj.nCJs of
interCJovernmental and non-governmental orgonizations. ~Rong such meetings werel
the South Pacific Forum's Management Course for Government Officials (Kiribati),
the Asian-African litgal Consultative Connittee (Bangkok), the Indian Ocean Marine
Affairs Conference (Colombo), the International OCean Institute Management Course
(Arusha, Tanzania), the Institute for Documentation on Marine Researoh and
Studies (IDREM) (Abidjan), the Maritime Delimitation Workshop for Offioials of the
Organization ot the Eastern Caribbean States (Saint Lucia), South-East Asian
Project on Ocean Law, Policy and Management (Bangkok), Pacem in Maribus XV
(Malta), the Seminar Relating to EKPloration and EXploitation of Mineral Resources
of the Sea-Bedl Legal, Technical and Environmental Aspects (Cartagena, Colombia),
and the Committee for Co-ordination for Joint Prospecting for Mineral Resources in
South Pacific Offshore Areas (Iae, Papua New Guinea).

176. At the same time special emphasis was also placed on the preparation of
studies dealing with sea-bed mining and preparations for the Authority and the
Tribunal for the Preparatory Commission.

111. CO-OPERATION WITHI'..i THE UNITED NA'l'IONS SYSTEM

177. Previous resolutions on the law of the SQa adopted by the General Assembly,
including resolution 41/34, Ilave roc:ognized "that the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea encompasses all uses and resources of the sea and that all
related activities within the United Nations system need to be implemented in a
manner consistent wit~ it". Consequently, the Office has continued to co-operate
with and to assist in the work of United Nations agencies and bodies, other
departments of the United Nations, and intergovernlnental bodies involved in
ocean-related matters. In particular the Off ice will continue to co-operate wi th
the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs on matters of mutual
interest, including the preparation of reports to the Economic and SOcial Council,
as appropriate. A special effort has been made to undertaku activities on global,
regional and oUbregional bases, and to maintain and strengthen the established
working relationship, including joint activities as appropriate, with
organizations within the United Nations system, such ao ICAO, IMO, UNESCO/IOC,
FAO, lOO, the United Nations Confereooe on Trat:e and Development (UNCTAD) and
UNEP. Concurrently, the Office has co-operated and assisted the regional
commissions of the united Nations in their M6rine affairs activities and
programmes. As in previous years, the regtonal canmissions, uspecially those from
the Asian, African and Latin American regions, have requested that ass! Itance and
information be provided by ttle Office of the Special Representativ~. The Office
will continue to co-operate wi th regional commissions in the conven ing 0 f regional
groups of experts on marine survey and technology. The Office has also
particlpated in the work of several specialized agencies and has been represented
at meetings when appropriate. On the other hand, it continues to receive valuable
assistance and co-operation fro~ all the organizations within the United Nations
system.
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IV. SEHVICING 'l'IlE PREPARA'lV"JRY COMMISSION

178. The Preparatory Commission continued its deliberations on the establishment
of the International Sea-Bed Authority ancl for the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea. As in previouo years, the General Assembly, by its resolution
41/34 lequested the Secret~ry-~~neral to place special emphasis on the work of the
Preparatory Commission. The Office continued to provide the integrated servicing
required by the Commission to enuble it to undertake the activities it is
Inandated. In providing such ",ervice, the Secretariat continued to prepare studies
and working papers dealing with various matters under consideration by the plenary
or the Commission and itA four 6pecial Commissions. These working papers and
studies includod, revised rules of procedure of the Council) revised draft Rules
of Procedure of the Legal and Technical Commission, revised draft Rules of
Procedure of the Economi c Plann i ng Conuniea ion, system of canpensation and/or a
compensation fund, main elements of a training programme, a nucl.eus Enterprise,
draft Regulations on Prospecting, EXploration and Exploitation of Polymetallic
Nodules in the Area (Draft RegUlations on Financial Incentivew), draft Rules for
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Bea, and draft headquarters
agreement between the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the
to'eders] Republ ic of Germany.

•
v. T..AW <11" TIn: SEA INFORMA'l'ION SYSTEM

179. During the past year., th~ Office has proceeded with the further development
of its computerized l.AW of the Sea Information Ryatem (JOSIS). The system ia
composed of a group of data baBes containing information relating to the law of
the SOil and relatod issues, which are updated on a continuing basis.

180. One of those data baof!s, the Q>untry Marine Profile Data Base, contains 98
categories of informution for each of mor~ than 160 countries'and 80 additional
entit.it)l~ (e.g. islands, dependent territories, etc.). The information is of an
economic or demographic nature (e.g. GNP, population, fishery import/export,
shipping tonnaqe, etc.), geographical data (e.g. land area, length of coastline,
area of the cKclusive oconomic zone), limits of national jurisdiction (breadth of
the territorial Bea, cnntiguous zone, exclusive economic zone, fishery zone and
the continental shelf), mombership in regional or interest groups or in
8p1'!cial. hed aqendc,lB with ocean--related activities (e.g. IMO, FAO, IOC/UNESCO, the
International Hydroqraphic: Organization (lHO) and the International Maritime
RAtellite), {Hld United Nations regional commission memberfJhip. This data base
also includes current information on the position of each State regarding the
Convent ion on the Law of t.he Sea, such aB signature of the Final Act, signature of
the Convention, ratificationa and declarations. The data base has the ability to
retrieve information by specific country, region, affiliate groups or relevant
orqanhations and extract the ()f:'rtinent data fran a chosen subset of the 98
categories ava ilable.

181. The Na tional Ma r ine LegiBla tion Data Base (LEGISIJ\1') has heen expanded since
its inception last year from 1,060 to over 1,440 individual national l.aws and
regulations entries.
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182. The development of the data base of Soo-Ded Committee doouments referr~ to
in the last report to the General Assombly is oontinuing and will allow, when
oompleted, retrieval of referenoes to that body of documentation by
Ca) subjeot-matter, listing sponsors and associated doouments submitted, 80 well
ae statements, by oountry, made on the subjects, I'Ind (b) by country, liating their
statements or proposals submitted by subject.

183. LeSIS hal been and is boing developed aa a dynamic tool. Its future
direction, expansion and emphasis will largely be determined by the nature of
requests made by States and the reaearch neods of the Offico. The co-operation of
~mber States is of partioular importance in obtaining current and new legislation
and other information relevant to State practice in matters portaining to the
Convention.

VI. ANALYTICAL STUDIES

184. Analytioal studies that are intended to trace the legislative history of the
prOVisions of the Convention are being prepared as po~t of the establiahed
programme of the Office in order to i.llustrate and analyse, in the most accurate
and objeotive manner, the neqotiating process that r.esulted in the text of tho
ConvenUon.

185. These provisions relate to topics that need to be evaluated and assessed with
regard to the positive development of the law of the ae81 the series commenced
with a publioation dealing with an important subject in relation to the
pre.ervation of the marine environment, namely dumping. !!I

186. The studies are designed to Bet out the history of the provisions, not on}y
through an examination of the documents of the Third United Nations conference on
the Law of the Sea, but by utilizing, when appropriate, all rol~vant l~gal

!netrumonts such as the work of the International Law Commiosion, the First and
Seoond United Nations conferences' on the Law of the Sea, provisions of the 1958
Geneva COnventions and the work of the Sea-Bed Committee. 1'0 complement the logal
baokground, other multilateral instruments are referred to whenever relevant.

187. 'Alo new studies have beon completed by the Office I the fir et, which concerns
the legislative history of Part X of the Convention, i.e. the right of aCCODB of
land-locked States to and from the soa and freedom of transit, haS been
published.!}/ The second, which deals with the regime of islands (art. 121), has
been submitted for publication. The anticipated publication programma hae been
affected by the financial constraints of the Organization and eoneoCjuent measureD
that had to be taken. These stUdies continue to be in demand from Member States,
United Nations organizations and other UDers. Requests for their publication in
languages other than the two working languDges have been made by the States.

188. Six other studiee dealing with wrchipelagic States (arts. 46 to 54), some
aspects of the exclusive economic zone (art. 56, Rights, jurisdiction and dutios
of the coastal States in the exclusive economic zona, and art. 58, Rights and
duties of other States in the exclusive economic zone) I definitio.l of the
cOI\Unental shelf {art. 76) J navJ.gation on the high Reas (Part VII, A(~ct. 1),
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rog ime of mt~rino ecillnt i fi<l oQQQaroh (Part XXII, .ect. 3). and arUficial i.land.,
inatallationo and utructuroe ftro in varying atagiB of preparation and will be
iaaued aD they bocomo available.

189. 'l'he baooli no proviaioflo of t.he Convention are ht9hly technical 1n natuftt .nd
thoir application in cH f'foroflt geogullhical and other circumatance. are not always
oasily UndOL'Dtooc:l. 'l'hULO io 8 need to provido a .impl. explanation of th.
tochnical provioions. Acoordingly, the Offioe i8 in the proa••• of preparing I
study as an aid to tho practical al~lic.tion of the bI.eline proviBionu 1n the
Convonti,on specifically for ttu~ benefit of praetionerl whO are ohlrlild with the
roaponaibiUtyof imphtmentlng thOlile pl'ovleionfl • .§!/ In the cour.e of preparing
this atudy, tho Offico has consulted on the teohnioal ••~ot. an informal group of
ox~crto in geography, hydrQ9raphy and caa:'togra.thy, which "a• .tr.m fre. all
r09ion8. The obaorvaticma al"d oOlllllents of the m.llber. of the group ".re moat
valuable Qrld holpf'ul. The 91' oup allo reo09nhfld the ••fuln••• of auch • fltudy to
personnel in Mombur States whc are implementing th••e provll1on. of the
Convention. 'rhe otucly will b~ l)ubUsheCI early in 1988. The Office b 9rat4itt'ul to
the GovernmQnt of Japan for prov~din9 some of the fund. required for th'B project •

VII. S'l'A'l'l!: PRACTICE (NATIONAL LJ::GI9~TION AND TRFATIES) •
190. 'I'ha Ofl'ioe continues lo gather and prooe• ., material r"neotlnv State
praotioe. Tho Convention oontinues to e.art an important influlnoG on the
(iovoloplnont of naHonal polioy with regard to lew of thl ••• matter.. In ordef to
ass ist Status in their offort8 to implemen' the Convention and to pt••ote •
uniform and conAiotont applioation of thl ~ampl.x .el of nor...mbodied in It, the
Office hoo iSDuod a pUblication entitled MCurrlnt Development. in State
Praotice". 64/ This public~tion containa all avallabll'national maritime
109islotion-enacted in tho four yearu followin9 the Idoptlon of the Convention in
1982 aD well ~8 the texts of troatieu rellting to mari~lme mgtt.rl conoluded
during thio period.

191. The preparaliu., of' studieQ inoo.pol'lttnl,l oompl,.henllve lurVIY. of naUona)
legisllltion relating to IIUbjQotlll uuoh ail tha oontinental .helt, thl territorial
Beo, tho eontitjuouo zuno lAl'\d the conduot of madne IClienU fie r: ••~aroh in .r.a.
under ooostal ~tato9' jurisdiotion are in the procI•• of b.inv cc.plet~. some
difficulties have bOQn oncountored in obtainin9 thl nec.••• ry i.villation fraM
certo j n t:ltatue. 1'he completion of these ItudieB would b. ai.ilted if thQ Statee
oonool'nod could mnko available tho relQvant l8ghlaUou. The secretariat wuld
1 ike to ranow its l'oqUtHJta to t.hom.

192. 'I'ho compihtion of 74 bilateral 8grCi8ment8 ('~aUng with the dollrnttaHolI of
maritime boundar,iofJ concludod aftor 1970 will be flnaliled before the end of
198"1. Thin pUbliootion reflooto a very important ••peat of the po.otice of atatllt.
in relation to tho dol in,itat1on of I'Rarttime boundarie. betwe.n State" with
adjaoent or opposite coosts in a perJod oharao~.rlzGd by the e~t.n.ion of ~~tlon.l

jur1~dictiorl. A collection of simllaL' agreementa ooncludld before 19'70 wUl
follow.
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VIII. LAW OF THE SEA. REFERENCE O)LLECTION LIBRARY AND PUBLICATION
OF SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHIES

193. The Reference Collection Library of the Office for OCean Affairs and the Law
of the Sea continues to expand and is becoming one of the most complete reference
libraries through a continuing collection of periodicals, legislative series,
loose-leaf services, treaties and newly published books dealing with all aspects
of the Law of the Sea Convention. The Reference Collection Library is designed to
serve the needs of a multidisciplinary group of users such as members of
accredited delegations and missions to the United Nations, secretariat staff and
persons from academic institutions who are interested in the developing field of
marine affairs. This specialized library continues to publish annually the "Law
of the Sea: A Select Bibliography". The second bibliography in this series was
published in early 1987 under the symbol LOS/LIB/2. 65/ The third in this series
will be sutmitted soon for publication under the syn'bol LOS/LIB/3. As in previous
years the Reference Library works in close collaboration with the Dag Hammarskjold
Library and makes every attempt to obtain the most up-to-date information on
current publications relating to the law of the sea and other activities in marine
affairs.

IX. THE LAW OF THE SFA BULLETIN

194. Fbur issues of the Law of the sea Bulletin have been published during the
period under review (Nos. 8, 9, 10 and special Issue No. 1). The Law of the Sea
Bulletin continues to be a useful tool fQr States and intergovernmental bodies to
be informed in a timely manner of current developments relating to the law of the
sea and various activities in the field of marine affairs. Many States use the
Bulletin to give pUblicity to their new legislation or to declarations relating to
the law of the sea.

195. The Bulletin is entirely edited and distributed by the Office and is in
considerable demand from a large number of Member States (including direct
requests from government departments), international and non-governmental
organizations, univetsities and scholars. (The mailing list, besides containing
all the Member states· of the Organization, includes about 400 names of individuals
or institutions.) In order to improve the publication, a questionnaire soliciting
reactions from readers and seeking suggestions on how to improve the Bulletin was
prepared and incorporated in issue No. 9. A large number. of very positive
responses have been received.

X. FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

196. In carrying out its activities concerning the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe
Fellowship on the Law of the Sea, the Office secured the participation of the
fellow to whom the first award was made, Mr. Rala Bahadur KUnwar, at the
educational institution with which he was associated, the Univer$ity of Virginia.
At its center for OCean Law and Policy, Mr. Kunwar-carried out further research
and studies on the subject of the ri·"hts of land-locked States under the
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Convention, in particular the right of access to and from the sea and its
resources. The subject was of particular relevance to the candidate, who is a
national of a land-locked country, Nepal. He audited courses at the University of
Virginia under the supervision of Professor John Norton Moore. Having oompleted
his nine-month period with the University, he served an internship with the Office
for OCean Affairs and the Law of the Sea from February to May 1987. During the
internship he was provided the opportunity to carry out further research on this
subject in the context of the developments of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea. As required by the terms of the fellowship, he has
prepared a study, which, after review by the Office, will be incorporated in one
of its publications.

197. The arrangements for the second award of the fellowship in 1987 are
proceeding. Application and nomination forms have been circulated globally
through the United Nations information centres and offices of UNDP. The Advisory
Panel for the second award, consisting ef eminent persons in international
relations, the law of the sea and related matters, comprises: T. T. B. ROh
(Chairman), E1liot Richardson, Paul Bamela &\go, Felipe Paolillo,
Tom Eric Vraalsen, Igor Ivanovich Yakovlev, Carl-August Fleischhauer and
G. E. Chitty (Secretary to the" Panel). The Panel is scheduled to meet on
20 November 1987 and based on its recommendations the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General for the Law of the Sea will make the second award f which
will be implemented in 1988.

198. The period of specialized research/study under the fellowship programme will
be made possible at one of the participating institutions, which are: the Oenter
for Ocean Law and Policy, University of Virginia, United States, Dalhousie Law
School, Halifax, Canada; the Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva,
the Netherlands Institute for the Law of the Sea, University of Utrecht, the
Netherlands; the Research Centre for International Law, University of Cambridge,
United Kingdom, the School of taw, University of Georgia, United States, the
School of Law, University of Miami, th1t:ed States; the william S. Riehardson
School of Law, University of Hawaii, United States, and the WOods Hole
Oceanographic Institution, Massachusetts, thited States.

•

199. Following earlier practice, after the conclusion of the research/study period
with the educational institution, the fellow will serve a period of internship
with the Office for Ocean Affairs an" the Law of the Sea in New York.

200. Depending upon the income available from the Hamilton Shirley ~erasinghe

Fellowship Trust Fund, which at present is adequate for at least one fellowship,
and based upon the costs involved for travel and subsistence while at the
university and at United Nations Headquarters, there may be the possibility of
awarding an additional fellowship.

201. The investment of the fellowship fund has not yielded substantial returns,
owing to prevailing interest rates and return on investments. COnsidering the
growing interest in the fellowship and the prestigious educational institutions·
offering facilities free of charge ~O~ selected fellows, further contributions to
the Fund would bf: welcome so as to expand the programme to acCOtlmodate JIlOre than
one candfdate each year.
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Notes

!/ PJ-1~cial Recorda of the Third united Nationa Conferenoe on tto Law of
the S08, vol. XVII (United Natlcna publication, Sales No. ~.84.V.3), dOOVMont
A/<.:ONF:"62/l2 2.

~/ Tho fi 'It report wau al1bmitt~l~ tu the th i rty-ninth seSD ion (A/39/647 and
COrL'.l ant~ Add .. l) t the second was submitted to the fortieth Dooaion (A/40/92",) J
and the third l,nnuio:l report was submittod to tho forty-firot soooioo (A/41/742).

1/ Cape Verae, Cuba, Democratio Yomon, D;Jypt, Guin~a-Biflsau, Ioeland,
PhUipl,inoB, Tunioia, United Republic of Tanzania and Yugonlavia.

,1/ ·:ape Verde, Cuba, ~ypt, Guinea-lJio90u and Unite<.l Republio of 'l'anzania.

~/ Cape Verdo, Icoland alld 'l'un iD 11.1.

§/ The most reoent Statu to extend ito terdtorial sea is the Unitet'l
Kingdom, whioh has enaoted tho 'l'erritorial Sea Act (1981). Those Statoe wl ch a
territorial 90~ of 12 mileo are as follows. Algoria, Antigua and Barbuda,
Bangladesh, Barbados, 8runoi DarusliIalam, Bulgaria, Burma, Canada, Cape Verd,',
Chile. Ch(na, Colombia, Comoroo, Cook Iolanda, Costa Rica, ~Bte d'Iv~iro, C~uQ,

Cyprutl, Democratio r~ampuohea, Democratic Pooplo'E1 Hepubll0 of Korea, Democratic
Yemon, Djibouti, Daninioa, ~ypt, Ekruat:ol'ial Gldnel'.l, Ji1thiopia, l i'1j1, I"ranco,
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Ropublir:, Ghana, Grol'\ada, Guatemultt, Guinoa,
Guinoa-Diooou, Guyana, :~it1, Ibndur.s, Iceland, India, Indonooia, Iron (Illl£unic
Ropublio of), Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Japnn, Konya, Kirlbati, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, MDda9aBcar, K11ayaia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico,
Monaoo, Morocco, Mozambiquo, Nouru, NQtherlanda, Now Zoaland, Niuo, Oman,
Pakiotan, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Vortugal, Ropublic of Koroa, Momania, Samoa,
:3QO Tomo and Prinoipe, Saudi Arabia, Sonoyul, Seychollef), Solomon Iolandfl, South

, Africa, Hpain, Sri Lanka, Saint Kttta and NQvio, Saint LucJ.a, Saint Vinoant Dnd
tho Grenadinea, Sudan, Suriname, Swedon, 'l1hailond, ',1'ongo, 'l'l"inidad ond 'l'ob~qo,

I 'l\mialo, Turkoy, Tuvalu, Ukrainian SSM, U'litod AL"ab )J}niratos, Unitod I'ingdom of
, Groat Bl"itll1n and Northorn Iroland, Union of soviet Socialist n9publica, Vanuatu,

VOll9zuela, Viat Nom, Yomon, Yugoalavia nnd z"irn.

1/ Antigua and Barbuda, Burma, Chile, Demooratic Kampuohea, Democr:llt.ic
Yomon, nominloa, Danlnioan Republic, Gabon, Oha 1111 , Indill, MudoguUC01', Mottu,
:-torooco, Pak iAtan, Saint Lucia, 90n0901, Hr i Lanka, Vanua tu and Vi.et Nom.

0/ It ia ost itnatod that thore IHO 36 more po~·"ntiul boundar loa in tho
Moditorranean SOB to be sottlod. See a180 Dlako, W~Hld Marit1mo n()~u\(ill!..":
Do Umita tion •

.2/ F'or inotanco, the Intornatt.unal Geographic Union hau crlll1tofJ (1 Stul"ly
Group on Marino Geograpny with empt.~liIio on managemo:1t patterns in bot.h coastal and
offGhofQ aruas. Itu firot moeting wan hold in July 1987 at tho Inotituto of
SCionce and Technol09Y, ur.1veroity 01' Waloa (Unitod KingdoIYl'.
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Notos (continued)

!QI Soo A/CN.l0/90, 92, 101 and 102. It 9hou~d be noted that the United
utatou doee not participllto in tho coneu1tationo on thiB issue in the CornrnlBGion.

W At prODent two Duoh agreemonts aro known to oxtstl between the Un'ited
Statee and the lJoviot Union (Prevention of Inoidonto On and Over tho High Seaa,
1972) and betweQn the United Kingdom and the Soviot Union (Agreement oonoerning
the l>revention of Inoidonta at 90a boyond the Torr itor ial 90a, 1986).

W Partios to the London Dumping Convention (LDC) have begun to look at the
rolationuhip botweon the Convention a~~ the Convention on the Law of the Sea.
lCAO huli.I alBa undertakon a E.limihr exeroiae to that of IMO. HClwever, the work io
not oxpe~ted to be oompleted buforo mirl-1909, in viow of its Legal Committee's
pr ior i ty work on the draft inotr.ument for: the oupproosion uf unlawful aota ot
violen~e at airporto serving int~rn8tional civil aviation.

12,' CopieD are available from IMO Qnd the Office for Oooan Affhira and the
Law of the IJOIl.

W Gonoral AusQmbly resolution 40/61, IMO Aaaembly rooolution A/584(14). •

12/ Uoe IMO document MBC/Ciro.443, 26 Soptomber 1986.

W 'l'ho 1963 'l'ukyo Convention on OffonCOfJ and Certain Ot.her Aota Commi ttotJ
01\ Ooo.ru Aircraft, the 19"/0 lIo9uo Convont.ion for the SupprouBion ot; Unlawful
Sohuro of Aircraft, and t.ho 1971 Montroal Convontion for the Suppression of
Unlawful Auto ugainut tho Safoty o~ Civil Aviat:.iot'. A now dnft Convention f01'

tho 9upproooion of! Unlawful Acta at AirportB oorvinCj Intornational Civil Aviation
iD ne. being ellllx:>t'atod uy ICAO.

1lI Acto of torr.l)r!om would auldom full under the dofinition of pluoy
providoo Cm: in atticl" 101 of the Convontion on the Law of tho Soa.

W IMO documont, C s"1/n. Uoo aleo d()l.'lJmont A/4US19 •

.111 'l'he Htatnmont on 'l'erroriom iuauod at: tho Vonioo Eoonomio Summit on
9 J~mo 19lJ'l, reu(f!irmod "the pr inciplo outobUuhod by rolevant: intornational
orqllnizntiono of trying or extr.aditing accortling tn nation!):l lawa Gnd
intOt'nutional uonvont1()llo thOBO who have parpotratod Qota ot torror lam". 'I'ho
SUllImit wolcomoo tho improvomonto 1n airport and maritima seoudt~' and onoouragod
leAO anu IMO work in thlo rO'lard.

W 'l'ho 1956 G~llevu ConvQntion on tho Continental Sholf had roqul red total
rew.oval. Article 60 waD tho only provill1oll 1:.0 bo amended when tho draft.
Convention wan oUbmittou for lll.:opt!on in Apt'11 1982. It WI.\S understood at the
timo that thiu modi, ( l'JlJt:1oll of! tt"o pr.ovloue obligation for total romoval would bu
followed oxpetlitiouuly by tho adoption of binding intornutional utandu~dD.

III Ueo MUC roport MSC/54/2l. Ura Ct: guicloUnoll are contained in NAV 3:ijll),
annox VI.
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~~ (continued)

22/ Ultimate diopouol of ~crappod rig structuros will be on tho agonda of.
the tUnth Conlyltative Mootiny of LOC, in 1988.

23/ When not ongaged 1n a drilling o!)oratior" they are oonsidared to bo
"8slell. Soe draft IMe Aeuembly r oDolution on m08ouroo to provont lnfr ingomcnt of
safety zon08 around offohoro inat~llation8 or otructurco (NAV 33/15, annex 7).

ll/ E/~.7/1987/2 and DND/OCIT!WP.12. For oomments fran ao"ornmenlu, 000
E/CN.7/1987/18.

~/ 1MO has compiled guidelinos on tho prevention of drug omug91ing on ohipo
8ng890d in international traffic. ICAO io presont1y studying moaauros to onouro
that commercial oarriero aro not used for this purpose and la devoloping a oyotom
of sanotions •

l!/ Soo intertm re(~rt ot tho Open-Endod Intorgovornmentftl ~xport Group
Meeting on the Preparation of 8 Draft Convontion bgainst Illioit Traffic in
Narootio Drugs and r~ychotropic Subotancoo (DND/DCIT!WP.12).

27/ Soe aloo A/CONF.133/4.-
,!!/ For uxamplo, tho UNEl' roptnt (United Nationo publication, Sol.on

No. E.87. III. 0.1). Soo aloo dooult,ont.otion on tho cnvi ronmontal porspoct:.ivo to tho
yoar 2000 and boyond (UNEV/GC.1.4/16 and A/42/427).

29/ Tho Montroal Protocol or' BubBtancoo tha t Deplote tho Ozone Ia.lyor woo
adopted' on 1.6 Septembor 1987. A NMO world conforonoe (llSto 1989) will OQounD
loiontifio dovolopm~nts on qroonhouno gaooo and climatic ohango.

1QI Tho OBao Envil ~montal Committoo hOB oBtablished a now projoot to
improv6t environmental managomont and monitoring otapabUitio6J in doveloping
oountriol •

.ll/ An OECD nominor (1987), 1'10 l"lQrt 01' its tmvlroomontcal impact aon090mont:

aotivitio8, waa hold on onv! ronmontol oOClooomont and dovolopment aGO iotutlCJe. The
CH. Board for Bnvlronmentl'l ProtQctlon is alao oonoontrating on tho onvironmontal
impaot OBooosmont of majo~ dovolopmont llrogrommeo, aD woll aD on waoto tochnology
for treatment and diolx>oal.

11/ 'I'he CommittClo of! Inl:orru.ltional I)Qvolopmont Institutiono un thu
&lvironmont ooneluting of thu rogional dovolopmont banka, tho Comminoion for the
Euro~ftn Communitios, IFAD, tho Organization of Amorioan ~)tQt08, UNDP, tho WOl"ld
Dank and UNEP, is intended to he tho forum for onsuring integration of
envlr:onmontal oonsidorations with tho polic:ioB and oporational ~cttvit1oo not: only
of tho multilateral 4goooioo t.homoolvofJ but: 11100 of bilatoral llid a.goncion •

.nl Soe IMO documQnt l,nC/S(;.lO/ll.

/ .. "
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Notea (continued)

1!/ See GESAMP report No. 30. The experience of UNEP and the International
Counoi,l for Explorati.on of the Sea (ICES) is recounted in tMO doounlents
LDC/SG.10/2/4 and 5. 'l'he International Conference on Erwiconmenta1 Proteotion of
the North Sea held in Maroh 1987 also examined this concept and other aspects of
achieving an integrated ap~roach to marine environmental management.

35/ The concept is uaed in the 1905 Montreal guidelines on marine pollution
from land-basad sources.

1!/ An international eympoaium on reception faciliti~Q held by IMO in
May 198':1 provided much usefUl information on Annex 11 feu: administrators, the
shipping industlY and port authorities.

12/ Eighth meeting, February 1987.

l!,/ Most reooHtly, IHO S"leo Dooument 630 87.07. E (Manual on Chemical
PolluUon...!!.otion '. - Problem Assessment and Responae Arrangement!) •

1!/ Common pollution reporting systems have bOGn adopted by the Bonn •
Agreement, the CopenhD'1en Agreement I'lnd the lIe10inki Commission •

.!2/ lOCI B relations with regional organizations, 0.9. leES (North Atlantic),
th. International Commission for the Sci~nti~ic BKploration of the Mediterranean
Sec (ICSEM) (Mediterrftnean), CPPS (South-eaot Pacifio), have now been Bupploment~d

by oo·operat.iorl with the two Co-ordinating COlranitl es for Offshore Prospeoting for
East Asia and South Pacific.

W AOOI1&tiC Dopplor OUl'ront profiU n9: acouo tic tomogr aphy, and othor
innovations in hydrogrnphio and hydroohomlol11 moasuroments J datelli tQ al tim.try,
aat&lUto ooattoromot:ry, pauoivo/mioro-wovo ~adiomotry and ocean upeotrCl1lotry. A
r.por t is to be pr0pa rod by IOC on new ttl ~h.,oloy i CId for oooan obgerva don.

!!/ Th~ ~POL and London Dumping Conventlono are ~oed upon scientifio and
teohnioal aonBidorutiono, 90 that !MO/IOC oo-operation on marino solonco questions
ia important. ROCQr.t oonou1tationa ~~vo pruducQd ~ greatly strengthened
oo-operation and lMO will now join UN~P in co-sponsoring ~IPME/Group of Experts on
Effects of Pollutants.

W Soe tho report of tho Thiro 90eoion ()f tho IOC Group of ExpQrts on
Effootb of Pollutanto, ~optembQl 1906, in tho IOC aerios, Roporto of Moetings of
Exp.rtB and l';quivaler.t Bodios.

,,!!/ Soo "Opportun iHoa and Probloms in Satell ito Measurement of the Soo",
UNESOO Teoh'l,ioo] Papor in Marino SCienoos No. 46.

~ Major progreDo l~ tho wltabliahment of a qlobal maritime search and
resoue pl.n may be made only with the holp or oatollito communioations. The
proviBiono of tho Global Maritimo Diotn.tuu and Safoty Syotom incoqlOrat8 thu

/ ...
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Notes (oo~tinued)

International Maritime Satollito System whioh now givos priority to diutresa
oommunications and those with synthetio aperture readee fonmn and operations.
Oi8tross oommurlioations aro provided free of oharge, undor disouusion /lrc
favourable tormo for meteorological and navigational notifications •

.!§I Artiole 250 roquires that oonSent be obtainod throu9h official channels.

W IOC is not the only organization to bo called on to fact 11 Lato the
oonduot of co-oporatlve projeots undertaken .tn national jurisdiction, lnol'oaaingly
organizations ouoh as CCOP/SOPAC are bocoming mora d~roctly involvod
in tho oonsert prooess.

,!,!!/ Soo arHellJ 2, paragraph 1 (j) of IOC ADsombly rosolution XIV-19. Tho
unamondod provioion had reada "promoto freedom of scientific lnvoatigation of tho
ocoanl3 for the benefit of all mankind, taking into aocount C'lll intorouta <lnd
rights of ooaotal oountries oonoorning scientific rOBoarch 11'1 th.3 l'onoo undor
thoir jurisdiction".

!21 80e F'AO documonts COFI/fi7/2 ord 3, 130e ulou COIi'I/87/INJ.I'.4, "l\eviuwof
tho Stato of World Fishory RQoourooa ft

•

121 S'Jo +:ho roport of the soventoonth session of tho CommHtoo 011 l"iahorios
(CL 91/7).

ll! U03 "l{oviow of UNIW Support f~l' 1l'iGhorloIJ Dov<slopmunL", Apt' 11 1!H~6.

21/ Suo tllo rOlx>rt. of tonth BOBBion of CECAII', Cucumbor 19U6.

W Tho pL'ooeduro is uood ~y tho CommisoJ.on for tho Conaorvution of::
Antarctio Marino Living ROBOUrUftO (CCAMLR), IWC, tho Intocnotiollul Comlll~uaion for
tho ConourvGticn of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and tho NorUl'wGt Atlantic l"iuhoriou
Organization (NA1"O).

W S(iO FAO dooumunta I!'L!COPACii:/87/19 (1907), Fiuh1r. inn l,flW Adv luory
Programme oirculare No. 6 (1906) ard No. 8 (1907).

W )'A9 Fiahedos 'l'ochnical Pavo\:' (20{J), "ThtJ Potl'lqonian l~iBI\ory HOI'.)u reus
and tho OfflJhore li'iohuriolll in tho G~uth-WoRt Atlantic" by .1. CKirkn, 198'/. 'l'hlJ
study COVQrB the aroll lying botwQQn 30- 9 to the north llnu ',0· W t.o tho (~ll13t. boo
also A/AC.I09/920, which ptooenta the latQst dovulo£,'oqontr. un Ii'ulkland Island
(Malvinaa) fishodolil lInd rolatod ,'rabloma, as E'oport'ld hy t:1U Arqontino l.lnd Unitod
Kingdom Govornmonts. Tho Unl tod Kingdom "Ooolllration on Houth Woot Atlllntic
Inohorios" of 29 Octobor 1986 is IJontatnod in 1\/41/71"1. (Uno H1Ho A/41/6:l6,
A/41/669-S/18318 and A/41/700-B/18399.)

W Tho important hako fiohory is motAtly COQutal and Huho" by Anjontina llnd
Ul'uquay, who oro actively 1nvolvod in joint. rODoaroh 1>",o~lrammon am] lIIunu~omont

noqotiatlons, ae cont~mplQtQ~ undor t~o 1973 bl1atoru1 Lroaty.
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~~ (continued)

1lI 'l'ho new EaBtern Pacif'lc Tuna !o'ishing Agreement will establish la regional
licensing regime, when in foroe.

~ Symposium on tho Exploitation an1 Management of Marine Fishery Resouroes
in South-East Asia, April 1987, Darwin, Australia.

W Initiated in 1984, SEAPOL ia administered by the Institute of Asian
Studios at Chulalongkorn tJniverRity, Bangkok, in co-operation with Dalhousie
University, Canada.

i2/
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W
baselino"
~uspi«JefJ,

under tho

Press releaco SG/SM/3970.

See United Nationu publication, SaleD No. E. 85. V.12.

See Unitod Nations publication, Saloo No. E.87.v.~.

It should ba noted that'. a rogional training oourso on boundary-making
and other rolated mat tors waD hold in Sin9apore in 1987 under SEAPOL
and that 0 wor:kDhop 001111n9 with the f.1l.1mO ioaut;ls wan aloo held in 1987 •
auspices of OBCS.

Sea United Nations publication, Sal06 Nu. ~.81.V.3.

Soo United Naticmo pUblication, Saloa N(l. 1~.B1.V.2.


