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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 1111 UNITBD NATICIIS EDUCATIONAL ~D 'I'RAINING PAOGRAMME FOR SOOTHi:.~

AFRICA. REPORT OF THE SECRBTARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/42/628, A/C.4/42/L.2)

1. Mr. VRAALSEN (Norway), introducing draft resolution A/C.4/42/L.2 in hie
capacity a. Chairman of the Advi.ory Committee on the United Nations Educational
and Training Progr.... for Southern Africa, ;.id that it was encouraging to note
that, judging by the number of .pen.or., the dr.ft resolution enjoyed th. same
broad support 8. it had the previous year. As could be seen from the report of the
Secretary-General on the activi~ie. of the Programme (A/42/628), the last three
students from Zimbabwe who had received 8Chol~rships during a transitional period
had just completed their .tudie.. Accordingly, the Programme would henceforth be
devoting its full attention .~ resources to providing educational and training
assistance exclusively to SOuth African and Namibian students.

2. In 1987, the number of .tudents under the Programme had increased from 1,109
to 1,398, an increa.e of 20.6 per cent over the previous year. The confidence in
the Programme was reflected in the increased voluntary contributions it had
received and in the greater number of governmental, intergovernmental and
non-government. 1 agencies intere.ted in entering into co-financing and other
co-operative arrangem~nt. with the Programme. Of particular note were the
co-operation and standing arr.nge..nt. the Programme had with the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, the C~nwealth Fund for Technical Assistance, the
Institute of Internation.l Educ.tion, the African-American Institute, the World
University S.rvice, the Phelp.-Stoke. Foundation and the World university Service
of Canada. Some of those agenei•• had committed themselves to administering
scholarships awarded jointly with the Programme at no extra cost to the latter. In
some caees, co-sponsoring agencies were providing ~ounselling services free of
charge to students under the Programme.

3. Because of the wider ..upport the internat~onal campaign was receiving
throughout the world, more and more educational and technical institutions w~re

grantinq admission and tuition waivers to south African and Namibi an students, such
forms of co-sponsorship were enabling the programme to reduce av. 'le costs,
especially in the high-cost cour.tries, a~ thus to make maximum Ube of the
reeource. available to it. At & time when the need for education and training of
young South Africans and Namib ns was increaSing dramatically, it was encouraging
to note that members of the inturnational community were rising to the occasion.

4. The United Nations ~~ucational and Training Pr09r~mme for Southern Africa was
a humanitarian effort in which the United Nations cnuld take great pride. It would
no doubt .ssume greater significance in the future. It was to be hoped that the
General Assembly would again express its S':L'>1'lg 8:..pport for the Programme and that
donor countries and other me~r States would ~upport the draft re.olution before
the Committee, which sought not only the continuation but al"~ the expansion of th.
Programmo.

/ ...
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AGENDA ITEM 18: IMPLEMENTATIOO OF 'rUE DECLARATIOO ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (Territories not covered under other agenda
items) (continued) (1./42/23 (Part VI), Ill, 178, 224, 357, 417, 601, 606,
A/AC.109/8 1-891, 892 and Add.1-2, 893 and Add.l, 894 and Add.l, 895, 096 and
Add.1-2, 897, 898 and Add. I, 899-903, 904 and Corr.l, 9u5-9l2 and Add.l, 914, 915,
918, 921)

(a) REPORT OF 'fHE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITU1\TION WI'nI Rl.GARD TO THE
IMPLEME.~TATIOO OF THE DECLARATIOO 00 THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (continued)

(b) aEPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued)

AGENDA ITEM 108: INFORMATIOO FROM NON-SELF-GOVERNING TEI1RITORIES TRANSMITTED UNDER
ARTICLE 73 e OF THE CHARTFR OF THE UNITED NATIONS (continued) (1./42/23 (Part IV),
171, ">77/Rev.1)

(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPLEMENTATIOO OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (continued)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued)

AGENDA ITEM 110: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTE~ATIONAL

INSTITUTIooS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS (continued) (1./42/23 (Part IV), 264
and Ad~.l, A/AC.l09/L.1620, E/1987/85)

(a) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPLEMENTATI(Jil OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES (continued)

(b) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued)

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC ~lD SOCIAL COUNCIL (continued) (A/42/3,
chaps. I, VI and VIII)

AGENDA ITEM 112: OFFERS BY MEMBER S'I'ATt.3 OF STUDY AND TRAINING FACILITIES FOR
INHABITAlIlTS OF NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES: REPOPT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(contillued) (1./42/578)

5. Mr. NOEL (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu'J(;es ({.fiHCR»
aaid that southern Africa was still one of the most troubling areas in the world.
In addition to the victims in South Africa and Namibia - which concerned the Fourth
Committee directly - there were currently millions of refug••s and displaced
person. from Mozambique .nd An30la as a result of the w,ll-known conflicts there.
UNHCR was working closely with the Office of the Secretary-General, ae ....11 as with
the Office for Emergency Oper3t\ons in Africa, the Office of the secretary-Gener~l

of the Organization of African Unity, and the various agencies of the United

I . . '
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Nations syst.m. Furthermore, it maintained an office in each country in .outhern
Africa and had for a number of years been cOo-operating with the national liberation
movement. recogni ••d by the Orqani~ation of African Unity and the Unit.d Nation••
UNHCR a ••i.tance in southern Africa during i987 amounted to '5,~00,000 and cov.red
same 130,000 r.fug••• from South Africa and Namibia. Its activities in the area
were outlined country by counlry in document 1./42/264.

6. At the annual meeting of the Executive Committee of the Programme of UNHCR
held in G.n.va from 5 to 12 OctOOcl 1987, great importance had been attached to the
question of south.rn Africa. The full text of the document adopted by con.en~u. at
tllat mettting, which would be incl uded in the High Commi.sioner' s ieport to tt.t
current ••••ion ~f the General Assembly, focused on three ba.ic idea., the
condemnation of all violations of the rights and safety of refuge•• and of per.ona
seeking a.ylum and, in particular, the condemnation of military attacks against
refugee camps and settlement areas, the exclusively civilian and humanitarian
nature of .uch refugee ca!!1Ps and areas, and the need to eatabUsh condition. that
would guarantee the .af.ty of the refugees in the camps. On. of the two important
decisions adopt.d had to do with military attacks on settlem.nt camp.. The ••cond
deci.ion referred to preparations for an international conf.rence on the situation
of refugeea and war victims in southern Africa~ The Executive Committ.e had
welcomed the propo.al to convene an international conference .pecifically on the
matter, which had be.n made during the latest summit meeting of the Organization of
African Unity. It h~d alao expressed the hope that the int.rnational community,
the United Nation. and intergovernmental and non-gover"~.ntal organization. would
give full .upport to .uch a conference so that it could ...t it. objective., and it
had welcomed the fact that the Office of the High Commi.sioner had undertaken to
provide .taff and funds to assist in organizing it.

7. Mr. LITTAUA (World Health Organization) said that for sev.ral yeara, W30 had
provided h.alth-car. s.rvices to refugees and migrant. in .outhern Afr ica, in clo.e
collaboration with the countries in the reglon, various badi•• and organi.ation. of
the United Nation••y.tem, and the Organization. of Afrioan Unity (OAU) and other
organization.. Tho...ervices were aimed especially at strength.ning the health
infra.tructure of the countries concerned, organizing training aotiviti•• for
health ger.onnel, ,nd a••e.sing and contt'olling epidemic.. In ..etdttion, WHO wa"
continuing to provide health-care aBsistance to refugee cO~luniti•• in co-operation
with the Office of the United Nations Hiyh Commissioner for R.fugee. (UNHCR), the
United Nation. Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the International Committee of the Red Cro.s (ICRC) and other
non-governmental organizations.

8. Durtng the financial period 1986-1987, WHO, made regular programme budg.t
allocations to Angola, Bot8W~na, LeBotho, Mozambique, Swa.iland, the United
Republic of Tanzania, and Zambi"l, in accordance wi th the pr ior i tie. eBtabl1ahed in
those countries' health development plans. The fight against contagious diseasea
had absorbed a .ignificant por.tion of WHO regular budget appropriations. Fund.
also had been e.rmarke~ for family health promotion, including nutrition, and for
worker health, oral hygiene, and health and health-related Ieaearch.

/ ...
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9. As in previous ye~rs, health personnel ~f the national liberation movements
recognized by OAU were invited to take part in working groups on technical
co-operation for developing countries, and in lhe World Health Assembly and the
Reglonal Committee tor Africa.

10. 'l'he Wor Id Health Assembly, at its thirty-ninth and forU.th a".,alor,a, decic'led
to continue taking appropriate measures to help the front-line Stat•• , Leeolho and
~wazilartc1 to soh~ the acute health problems of the N_ibian and South AfricaI"'
refugees; to provide technical aseletance in the health field to States which wert!
or had been t~rget8 of destabilization by South Africa, and to intenaify t~e

assistance provided to the national liberation movements recognized by ~U.

11. Mr. VllII'Jilyev ~Byeloru8S1an Soviet Soci. ~ist Republic) took the Chair.

12. Mrs. TOLBERT (United NationR Educational, Scientific ~nd Cultural
orgllnlzation) 8a'.d thllt according to its C(''lstitutional mandate, UNESCO was to
contribute to peace and security by promoting collaburation aMOng nations through
education,. science and culture. At its eleventt••ssion, the General Conference of
UNESCO adopted ~ resolution which requeeted UNESCO to include within its mandate
promotion of the freedom and inuependence of colonial territories through
programmes in the fields of education, science and culture.

D. UNESCO's efforts were fecussed or. the struggle against apartheid. and on
monitoring the situation in South Africa and Namibia in the Organization'e fields
of comp£·tence. UNESCO was co-operating with the national liberation movements
recognizt'd by OAU, the African National ConCjress of South Africa (ANC), the Pan
AfricaniHt Congress of Azania (PAC) and the South West Africa People'. Orgllniution
(SWAPO) •

14. As part of its programme of social aciences re8ea~ch, UNESCO ha~ organized an
international meeting of university researchers at Beijing from 1 tu
• September 1986 t~ elaborat3 a five-yeal reaearch plan on apartheid, which
included etudies on apartheid and education, the political economy of South Africa,
cultural reGistanee and manifestations, and apartheid, the family and the role of
wa~en. The impoctance had been noted of researching iasu.s such aB apartheid and
human r i9hts, apartheid illS an obstacle to !leace and development in the regi.on, and
the iml;)act of apartheid on neiljhhouring countries llald southern ~frica ae a whole.
Another workir.g group was an"'lysing discrimination in South Africa with specific
reference to women, race and political affiliation.

15. UNESCO was also concerned with res.areh on the history of nationaHet
mov~~ent8 in southern Africa. A Namibian scholar conducted a study for JMESCO on
U.e history of the Namibian people'. struCJ91e against occup.JUon, pUblished in 1987
ander the ti tle Namibia: Conquest and Resistance.

16. UNESCO had served as executing agency for a training and information project
designe:' to upqrade women's role in develoPl'Jl'tnt, includinq cour.es in English,
mathematics al1d general knowledge alld organized in co-oP4lratlon with the Mindola
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Ecumenical Foundation in Za.~ia, for 40 Namibian women from SWAPO aettlements in
Angola a~ Zalllbia, a two-year journalia. "our.e at the HlIrare Polytechnic Inst Hute
in Zimbabwe, training f)r .ix .tudent. in co-operative management and basic
agricUlture at adult educ.tion in.titution. in Zambia, and a seminar on policy
option. for the advancement of wc.... n ill Namibia, organised by the SWAPO womenls
Council in co-operation wi th UNESCO anCJ UNDP. UUESCO would continue co-·operatjng
with SWAPO through a new project on promotion of women'ft participation in
development.

17. In ,latuCl.l acience, UNESCO was continuinq to provide as.istance to the
front- '.ill. ~t.~tws. It wa. aniating the Faculty of Science of the National
Univeraity ol SwaaUand, by pr.oviding equiPlll8nt anCJ recruitin9 teacMn9 personnel,
and ~as taking part in proj~;t. for the development of 80lar ener9Y and biog&a in
LeDotho.

18. UNESCO was contributing to the .duc.tiora of refugee••nd h.d gr.nted eight
studj fellowships to canCJid.te. spon.ored by ~h( ~.tional liber.tion movements of
southern Afric., enabling th•• to t.ke higher .~ 'tion cour.es 1n rrance, the
~n~ted Kingdom of GreatBlitain and Northern Ir.la~, the United State. of America,
Z6mbi. l1rd Zilllbabw. It ..180 h.d purcha.ed te~hing uterial and education
equipment worth '32,000 ~or the educ.tion c.ntr•• of 8MAPO, ANC .~ PAC, and would
pay the costs for three education offici.l. of tho•• liberation movemftnts t~ attend
the twenty-fourtb ••••ion of t~~ General CO~fer.nc. in 1987.

19. UNESCO wou1 ~~ntin~~ it. role a. executing aCJ.nc~ for ~DP-fin~nced ~ducation

projects for n.tlonal liber.tion .ov...nt. of aauth_tn ~frioa recognized by OAU.
In the 1987-19j cycl., i la collabor.tion would total ,'). /)34,000. Those projects
would provide training .t·the pd.ary, .econd.ry al1 univor.ity levels for
cardidates .ponsor.d by MC, PH: .nd SMPO aM teacher training fOL· their
respective education centr•• through the org.ni.ation and holding of seminars. AS
executing Agency for UNDP-fin.nc.d projects, UNESCO proviu~ aports equipment,
educational mat.rial and laboratory equipment to the various education centre. of
the nation.l liberation .ave..nt. at Na.ibi••nd South Africa, .nd paid the
salari•• 01: the .upport per.onnel for thaM cent.r... In acoordance with th.
approved ~rogramme and budget for 1984-1985, the po.t of education~l consultant was
created at Dar ·e.-b..",l... in order to a••i.t liberation move",_nta in the sphere a=:
education.

20. A8 part of it. regul~1 progr...., UNESCO h.d granted three .tud~ fellowships
to SOuth African and Nuibiail re~ug.e women, two ~~ the field of ed,"..:ational
planning in the United State. and r,anc., and one in ~~.ti~al coun.elling in the
United atat.s. It was al.o the executing ag.nc~ for .ight projects financed by
UNDP which prouided univer.ity training to South Af'ican stUdent., 13 of whom ~re

women.

21. With regard to a••i.tance to liberation aovel.nt. recogniaed by the League of
Arab Slat••, the Ditector-Geheral had decided to @ndor•• the proposal to establi.h
a special acholarship fund for student. from the occupied Arab ter~itori.8 and had

/ ...
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already reque.ted voluntary contributlons. The po••ibilitv of providing technical
a••i.tanee far the Pal••tinian Open university praJoot, at present temporarily
located in Amman, Jordan, wa. also being discu.sed. The Director-General already
had ~uthari.ation thra~gh various General Conference resolutions to assist the
inhaoitant. af the We.t Bank and GlIza Strip wit:lin the fields of UNESCO's
competence.

22. Of the 23 requests foe scholarships submitted for the 1986-1987 biennium,
seven had be.n lIpproved. oe.pit. the current financial constraints, UNESCO had
consecrated a .ignificant portion of its programmes ta the decolonizfttion process.

AGENM ITEM 18r IMPLE~ITATIctl OF THE DECLARATIctl ctl THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE
TO CO~IAJ. COUNTRIIJ:S N1D PEOPLES ('Iler ritories not covered under other aqen"a
itemB) (co~~inu.d)

Hearing of petitioner. (A/C.4/42/4/Add.3 and 7)

23. At the invitation of che Chairman, Mi•• Gilliam (International women'a
Anthropology Conference) to'~ a place at the petitioner.' table.

24. Mi.s GILLIAM (International Women's Anthropology COnference) said that the
or')anlzatlon .he repre.ented wall an international organization of women social
scienti.ts and anthropologi.ts dedicated to the development of the intereBts of
.oci.ty, hence her interest in the question of New Caledonia and her commitment to
do everything po.sible to Bupport that Territory's atruggle for dignity. She had
travelled to New C~ledonia a few years previoualy and hlld been 8truck by the
apartheid-like circum.tances uooe, which the I<anak. lived. As in South Africa, the
Itanak. in New Caledonia were often arrested and were considered guilf:y until proven
innocent, accordt.ng to French law, the white settlers possessed 80 p·tr cent of the
land, which wa. the only arable l~nd and contained st~ateqic mineral!.. As in South
Africa, Itanaka worked in a large city, but ttMiir offioial place of Cl!8idencf' WIIII

the reserve, 3,133 aquare kilometres of barren land with scaLce water.

25. There were other similarities with the situation in South Africa, fDr
i~.tanoe, in New Caledonia, although 85,200 I<anaks were prosumably registered to
vote, .,000 had been di.enfranchised by French authorities for various re·'80n8.
Moreaver, the leaders of the Front de lib'ration nationale I<anak .ocialiste (FLNI<S)
were restr~cted to their own village. or reRerv.s and .ome of them had been
attacked by the French milita:.:y even on re.eL"" land.. I.ike the flag of the
African National Congre.s (ANC) in SOuth Africa, in New Caledonia it wa. illegal to
raia. the FLNItS flag. The ~.~ariRon alao appliad to the attitude of m~ny people
who appond independenoe and c. ,"sidered the Itanak. a••avages, just gooCl el'Ough to
work for a white master. There seemed to be a direct relationship between' •
amount of relOurce. which exiBtod in many a third-world country and the degrf'~ of
poverty and oppre.sion of the inhabitants.

26.. Through atrategic iUllIigration, th.. French Government waB not only 8tructllri.'q
the electoral con1itions in .uch a way as to delay independence but alRo

/ ...
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introducing the rac •."t ideas WhiCh were t-ecClming e,I'(U strongl,r in F~·.. nce j taelf,
that situation had undoubte~~y influenced a so-calleu r~f~rendum of
13 September 1981.

21. Th* peopleD of the Pacific maintained that the struggl. for dignity and
-elf-determination in that ~egion must be seen in the context of the struggle of a
nuclear-free and indep~ndent Pacific. During the recent International Conference
on th.. Relationship Between Djaarmament and Development, she had aske~

Mr. Patrick H~nault, Deputy Director for Disarmament Affairs of the Pr~nch Ministry
for Poreign Affairs, at a brieli09 if there W&S a conflict over the definitions of
"development" and "security" applied by the French Govewment to the Pacitic
region. Mr. Henault had repli.d that while France was aware of Pacific nations'
viAWs and of those of France, such a question had no place at that briefing. Her
organization had disagreed with that position.

28. Women had been in the forefront of the ind~pendence struggle in New Caledoni~,

because they suffered from sexual exploitation and their access to decent ~ages and
potential skills development was even more restricted than that of men. Groups of
Kana:: wanen had protested against torture and imprisonment and had recognized the
need for a Bound environment. Kanak women had also expressed concern about nucl~ar

testing and the subsequent ecological devastation of the Pacific.

29. Her organization called upon the United Nations to step up its ~fforts to
decoloniz.. ;:;3W Caledonia, to link decolonization wi th the movem'tnt for a
nuclear-free and independ",nt Pacific and to be mindful of the relatiOf."Ihip between
develol?lnent al. I independence.

30. Mis'!. GiUiam withdrew.

31. At the invitation of the ChairlMn, Mr. Loueckhote (l'..uochtion de solidarit',
libert" culture et s'curdt6> took a phce at ttle petitbneu' table.

32. Mr. LOUBCKH01'E (Asaociation de solidarit6, libert', culture et s~urite) said
that hie Association was composed solely of citizel's of Melanesl"n origin who
wanted to re/llllin French, and that each of the words which made up 'ts name
corresponded to one of its objectives. In the first place, they wanted to
strengthen solidarity among all the ethnic components of New Caledo~'ial Kanaks,
the largest group (C3 per cent of the population), Caladonidna of European origin
(31 per cent) and Polynesians, Wallisians, Chines., Vietnamese, Indonesians and
Indians (20 per cent). All those groups lived in unity and the A8s~iation opposed
anyone who wanted to create discord between them. It also ~unted to defe~d

freedom, which was threatened by the FLNKS extremists, to defend freedom of
expres.ion, creed, movement, thought and all the civic freedoms of democracy. A.
to culture, the vast majority of the Melanesian community of New Caledonia was
deeply attached to its customs and traditions and wanted to preserve them despite
the jibe" of FLNKS. The final objective WA3 to maintain the security, not only of
the Melanesian.. but also of all citizena, which '4a(l; being threatened by FLNKS, the
extremist elements of which were trying by violent means to prevent the holding of
elections.

I ...
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33. To the Melaneaian. who wanted to remain French, FLNKS was a minority political
movement that was violent, raci.t and anti-d.-ocratic. According to the results of
the 1985 elaction., FLNKS had obt~tned 29 per cent or Lh. votes, and its supporters
.,eCtl decrea.i"g in number, that wa. why it. lendela had decided to boycott the
rehrendum of 13 Septelllber. o..pi.te that move.nt'. threats, only 40 per cent of
the inhabitants had abatatned. That was A fiaaco for the indepe~ence movement:
if the people who never voted were excluded, they would have a maximum of only
20 per cent of the votea in New cale~nnia, in other words, ou~ of five Caledonian
vot.ra, perhapa one was in favour of independence. Even when pUblic order had been
re-••tabli.hed in th, Territory, the violent IlCt. cOllll'llitted by FLNKS in the past
would not be forgotten, they i.ncluded the ·r~volutia'lary tribuna!s" which had
maltreated so many Melane.iana. FLNKS waa ~nti-demacr.tic and racist, because it
wanted lo a~8ume power. by relying on a .ingle ethnic group which it claimed to
represent, .tating that ~~ly Caledonian. of Melane.ian origin coul~ vote, in other
word., it deaired independence for itaelf ata'le, re.tricting the rights of other
groupa and establiahing a minority government on a racial basis. Those objactives
contravened the relevant United Nation. reaolutia'l ••

34. The A••aciation had decided to appear hefore the Fourth Commit~ee not becau.e
it thought tl~t the United Natia'l. could .ettle the affair. ot New Caledonia - that
wa. a ..atter for it. inhabitant. - but because it re.peeted t.he Org.anization, its
principl '. and it. Member Statea. It would not allow the latter to be informed
about the situation in the Territory by repre.entative. of aaBociatia'ls which were
totally ignorant of the true situation in New Caledonia or only by repreBentatives
of FLNKS. The United Nationa had the right and the duty to know the truth.

35. The Kanak people of New Caledoni~ was neither oppreBsed nor a victim of
ra~iBm. For exallple, the C.ledonianB of Melane.ian origin conatituted the majority
in the Territorial Congre.c and the Gov~rnm.ntalCouncil and administered three of
the ~ur region. and 19 of the 32 municipalities of New Caledonia. The traditional
Territorial Council was coNPQ.ed exclu.ively of Melane.ian authorities and must be
con.ulted on all text. related to the Melane.ian community, ita customs and
tradition.. The Melane.ianB were fUll-fledged French citizenB but if they 80

d~air.d, they could maintain a .pecial atatuB by virtue of which cuatomary law
based on oral tradition was re.pected with regard to the rights of the individuall
civil and marital atatus, tran.fer of good., property right.. For example, it waH
cUBtomary to observe the principle of collective tribal ownership of l.nd, and
'renoh law mu.t ada~')t by re.pecting, under the .uperviBion of the Council,
Melaneaian traditions.

36. New Caledonia had a very advanced aocial .tructure. Education was free and
mandatory until the age of 14, and a University of the Southern Pacific would be
inaugurat.~ in two month8. With regard to he, lth, the entire popUlation benefited
from a .ocial Becurity syatem, and the eid~rl} received free medical assistance.
Tho.e example. sufficed to .how that, in New Caledonia, there was no oppressed
Kanak people, but rather a Melan••ian community that enjoy~d its rights and did not
deair. independence, a. hal' been demonatrated in the referel:dum of 13 September.
It would reque.t independence if it wanted it, and the approval by the Melanesian
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majority in the Territorial Cong.e•• ot a reaolution reque.ting the Government or
Fran~e to grant independence to the TerribOry would be sUfficient. To that end,
the "prior pulitical education" referr~ to in document 1./42/606 wa. not
n.c~ul",ry. Th" referendum had offered a choice betWlten attaining inchtpender.ce 0'"
remaininq in the French Republic. Th~re wa. not a single Caledonian who did not
know exact...y ,,-hat that meant. The Caledonian. were not children who cHd not know
how to read or write, they had political parties and information modi.. They had
not thought on 13 September that the repre.entatives ot toreign countri.. would
declare at the United Nations that their votes had ~en ot no value and that they
had not participat~d in a ·f~ee and genuine act of self-determination-. The
population of New Caledonia ack:-owledged the intel'est f1hown by too.. countries but
considered that each people should decide tor i~.elf without foreign interterence.

37. Mr. Loueck~ote withdrew.

AGENDA ITEM 36: QUESTION OF NAMIBIA (continufld)

Hearing of organizat~ons concerned (A/C.4/42/6/Md.13)

38. At the invitation ot the Chairman, Mi•• Hill (Southern Africa Support Project.)
took a place at the petitioners' table.

39. Mi8S HILL (Southern Atrica Support project) .aid that the Southern Africa
Support Project (SASP) wad an African-American aolidarity organization that had
been working on anti-apartheid i ••ues for abno.t 10 years in the Wa8hingbOn D.C.
metropolitan area. During that period, it had rai.ed over '150,000 in .aterial aid
for Namibians in refugee centres in Angola, for liberation groups and for •. ~ial

reconstruction project. in neighbOuring State.. In it. aid campa~9n., it
enphashet! conmun!ty solidarity when mobilising direct action against apartheid,
and it had ~en able to enlist the co-operation of churche., schoole, univer.itie.,
merchants and radio-stations. Such public-education caJll)aigns, ... well a••ilitant
public protesU, were important tools for .uppok't groups to in:"'uenc. united State.
foreign policy and corporate investmenta. At the .ame tim., thoae ar't.. of
solidarity had raieed the political consciousness of the united Status public.

40. Efforts by United Stlltea organizationa to dd the cause ot liberation in
8Out~ern Africa had been going on for over half a century, and since the birth of
the eree South Africa Movement (FSAM) in 1984, much attention had been given to the
i88ue of human rights and self-determination in South Africa. Th. majority of
those organizations had operated independently ot the United State. Government or
private foundations and without official United Nations non-governmental .tatu••

41. For the past three years, SASP and other organization. had j,)ined for(" s with
the FSAM to create a national political climate of protest and civil di.obedience.
ThOse protests had compelled corporations, univeraiti•• and local and federal
goverrnent to make Bubstantial shift. in their relation8 to apartheid. Although
those organization8 had not neglected the Namibian issue in their activiti•• , the
mASO media had given greater attention to ~uth Africa's apartheid sy.ter and It.
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atrocities again.t black South Africans without .xpo.ing South Afrioa's illegal
ocoupation of NUlibia &00 the brutal .y.t.m impoaed upon the Namibian people. For
.xampl., the oivil di.obedienc. of PSAM and the prote.t at the South African
EJJbaaay in 1984 had gained viaibility ',n the pre.u becau.. of the upri.ing of the
people in South Afric~. Bi.hop Tutu'. public outcry again.e the inhumanity of the
South Afriuan r6gim. coupled with R.v.r.nd J •••• Jaok.on'a making Unit.d Stat••
foreign 'lOlicy in .outhern Afrioa an .loction i.sue had also be.n .ignif~cant

factor.. However, it had been the daily cov.rage of South Afrioan .ecurity forcas
brutalhinq the South African population that had jarred public op~,nion, and
althOugh there was daily repre••ion within Namibia, there were few immediate
picture. of tho.e atrocities or eyewitne.s report••

42. SASP had raised fund. but hed not been able to encourage the pres. to provide
daily coverage on the req10nal a.pect. of apartheid. The difficUlty in waging that
campaign wa. that the more complex the i.sue. the press had to explain, the greater
the M2d to high14ght the ia.ue with viaual image.. Conducting a .uccessful
oampeign again.t foreign ~licy, however, did not depend solely on the press, but
also on a gra • .-root. organizational base whioh, in addition to protesting, reached
out to public oon.tituencie. and implemented an organized lobbying strategy to
l.nfluence legi. lat ion. However, the acce•• of the media and the support groups
themselves to ttm.ly eyewitn••• accounts of what was happening inside Namibia was a
critical mi••ing ele..nt in exposing United State. collaboration with South
Africa'. illegal occupation of Namibia.

43. Over the pa.t five year., SASP had worked in Washington D.C. to make Namibia
an issue for the average citizen. Every year, it conducted a special material aid
campai9n, whioh in 1981, 1983 and 1984 had been entitled Namibia Week. For .even
days, information was di••emin.ted and tie. promoted with the peoples of Namibia
and the .outhern African region. The publio could contribute to the refugee aid
fund not a. an act of charity but a. a oommitment to the liberat{on of southern
~frica. The United Nation. High Commi.sioner for Refuge•• was to be commended for
its as.i.tance in facilitating the air shipment of medical .upplie. and educational
materials to refugee centre. in Angola.

44. In the future, the political content of SASP's work would consist of opposing
the continued illegal occupation of Namibia, the Unit.d States role in perpetuating
that occupation, the .conomic dependency of. the neighbouring countries, the United
S~ate. cut-back on aid to the front-line State., the United States support for
UNITA and the right-wing .~port for the bandit group called ~AMO. Her
organization would al.o pres. for stronger economic .anctions again.t South
Africa. Along with other United States anti-apartheid movements, SASP would
continue to inten.ify its portrayal of .outhern Africa as a region under siege.
Her organization exprebaed solidarity with thoee people. that were being denied the
right to .. If-determination in other parts of the world, in particular the Kanak
people of New Caledonia and the Pale.tinian people.

45. Mr. Mouehouta. 19'prue) r.sumed the Chair.
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46. The CHAIRMAN said that Ethiopia and Liberia haD ioined the sponsors of draft
resolution A/C.4/42/1•• 2 on the United Nations Educational and Training Programme
for Southern Africa.

47. Mr. UKEIWF. (l"rance), speaking in exercise ot the right of reply, said that the
8tftt~~byMi•• Gilliam showed her irr••ponaibiiity, because she did not
understand the issue she had addre8sed. It was to be hoped that everyone had
appreciated how ridiculous her comparison was between the situation of New
Caledonia and apartheid in South Africa. The French of Melanesian origin were free
French citizens who participated democratically in the institutions of the
territory and did not need to be given lossons by so-called anthropologists.

The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m.


