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PRESENT AT 'XHE TABLE (Con t '·d) 

United States of America:· 

Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General: 

Deputy Director of the 
U.N. European Office: 

Deputy Special Representative of the 
·secretary-General: 

·Mr. w .c. FOSTER 

Mr. A.L. RICHARDS 

Mr. D.S. IVJACDONALD 

· Hr~ R.A. MARTIN 

Mr. D. PROTI'fCH 

Mr·. Georges PALTHEY 

Iv1r. W, EPSTEIN 



The CHAIID~N (Canada): 

ENDC/PV.l57 
5. 

I declare open the one hundred and fifty-seventh 

plenary meeting of the Conference of the_ E~ghteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament. 

The first part of this meeting, as hasi become cust~mary on the resumption of-
i ':,· 

the Conference, will be open~ ; ., 

I now call on Mr. Protitch, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations, who w·ill address the Conference on behalf of the Secretary-

General. 

// {/ Mr. PROTITCH (Special Representative of the Secretary..,.General): · Once 

again it is a privilege, on behalf of Secretary-General·U Thant, to welcome the 

Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee onDisarmament to the European 

Headquarters of tb,e.United Nations. 

During the recess in the work of the Conference, the eighteenth session of the· 

General Assembly has given detailed consideration to the report of· the Eighteen­

Nation Committee (ENDC/115) and has provided an opportunity for all Member's of the 

United Nations to r~view.tbe work of the Committee and to make recommendations to 

facilitate it's task, and alsp to make important con~ributions to the solution of 

variau·s problems in the field of disarmament. 

The General Assembly-adopted five important resolutions concerning 

disarmament: on.outer Spl\l.ce; on general and complete disarmament,~ on the convening 

of a. 90nference .to prohibit nuclear weapons, on a rmclear ·test ban, arid oil the 

denuqlearizatiop of Latin America. These resolutions were adoptea·by ~cclamation 

or by overwhelming majorities. In voting for and adopting these resblutions the 

Members of i;.he Unite(l Nat'ions~ including of course the members of this Committee, 

have accepted a continuing responsibility for the implementation of their 

provisions .• 

The texts of three of thes~ resolutions and the letter of the Secretary-General 

tran~mitting them are be:eore you in document_ENDC/116.' These resolutions entrust 

the Eighteen-Nat~on Comm~ttee with specific-responsibilities and request the 

Committee to s~bmit reports to the next session of the;General Assembly or at an 

earlier date. The texts of the other .two resolutions also have been transmitted 

by the Secretary-General for your information in document E~~C/117. 
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(Mr. Protitch) 

During the recently-concluded session ot the General Assembly, Members 

·expressed theii'' ·sen:se of deep satisfaction with three important developments 

relating to disarmament --.the agreemen-t on the· partia:I t'est ban treaty 
; \ 

(ENDC/iOO/Rev~l) ;··the estamishment of the· dire·ct communications link between 

Moscow and Washington (ENJJC/97), and the agreed resolution to call on all States to 

exclude nuclear and other :mass;.;,dest·ructiciri weapons from outer space (ENDC/117). 

The 'work of the a·ener'al Assembly proceeded in a :hopeful atmosphere and in a spirit 

of mutual accommodation an~ goodwill that was fostered by these agreements and by 

the concili·atory. -statements and-. positions of the major nuclear Powers .in the 

Assembly •. · 

The year. ii]:lat. has pa~::;ed has witnessed more real progress in the relaxation 

of tensions and towards the achievement of measures of disarmament than any year 

since the founding of. the Uni t.ed Nations. ·The increasing atmosphere of detente 

and the steps taken so. far in the fi:eld of .disarmament give solid. grounds for hope-s 

tha.t additional concrete steps. might be taken in 1964• Such·hopes are 

strengthened by the recent unilate.ral decisions for the reduction of military 

budgets and the cut-back of. arm.ed ·forces and armaments. If the progre·ss of the 

past year is continued in this new year, future generations may well look back on 

1963 as the turning point in relations between the· Pow'ers. · ,, 

. The. period. ,f, :recess has provided the oppor·tuni ty, not only .for· the General 

Assembly to review the work of. the' Conference, but also for the-partic-ipants in 

the: Coni' erenc e t! .review their , own positions. The resumption of. the: Conference 

provides-the ~ccasion for the presentation of new proposals and for new ideas a,nd 

approaches by the parties. Certain initiatives by the major Powers are already 

known, and. th.ere is confident· hope that more will be .forthcoming in the course of 

negotiations in the flexible machinery of this Conference, and in reciprocated acts 

·9f individual Powers. 

-In t.hese auspicious circumstances, the· Secretary-.General is convinced that -all 

the participantsin this Conference will make a major effort, taking full advantage 

of the favourable- atmo.sphere, ·towards further progress in .the solution of ·bhe most 

important·problem 1of ourtime _.._the achievement of disarmament and just and lasting 

international peace • and security.· 

I extend to all of you the earnest good wishes of the Secretary-General for 

1 success in your work. 

I 
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The CHAIRJii1AN (Canada):. After the representatives of the Press and the 

photographers have withdrawn, the Conference will proceed to.the second part of 

the meeting, which, as usual, will be held in private. 

The meeting was suspended at 3.12 p.m. and resumed at 3.15 p.m. 

The CHA IRJI!.lAN (Canada) : At our one hundred and fifty-sixth meeting, on 

29 August last,.,the Conf~rence decided to recess for the eighteenth session of the 

General Assembly and to reconvene no later than one week after the terminai;ion of 

the consideration by the General Assembly of the nuclear testing and disarmament 

items. At an informal meeting of the Conference of the Eighteen-Natqon Committee 

on Disarmament, held at the United Nations in New York on 22 November last, the 

Conference decided to reconvene at the Palais des Nations in Geneva on 

21 January 1964, which we are now doirg on time. 

I should like to greet all the representatives and delegations to our 

Committee and to welcome in particular the representatives who are.at this 

Conference for the first time. I would mention Ambassador Agede of Ethio,pia, 

Amba.ssador Nehru of India, Minister de Santiago of 1~exico, and Ambassador 

Dumitrescu of Romania~· I should also like to welcome some former colleagues of 

ours who have not been with us ~or some time but whom we are very glad to have 

with us again: .. I refer to Mr. Foster, the leader of the United States delegation, 

and Mr. Naszkowski, the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Poland. 

Mr. FOSTER (United States of America): Let me first ask the Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General to convey on our behalf to the Secretary­

General the thanks of my delegation for the words which the Special Representative 

has so well addresseq to us today. 

May I also join the Chairman in extending greetings to the delegations, many 

of ~hose members have been here before? I should like also to join the Chairman 
. ,. 

Ambassador Agede of Ethiopia, 
I 

in welcoming the new members to this Conference: 

Ambassador Nehru of India, Ambassador Dumitrescu of Romania, and the others who· 

are here for the first time. 

This Commi tt·ee has distinguisl:~d itself from many similar conferences which 

have been held since the end of the Second World War. It has helped to achieve 

a measure of agreement along the difficult road to lasti.ng peace • ... 
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(Mr~ F•ster, United Statesj 

I 
My· countr;t ;has suffered a grievous loss since the. last meeti~g· of. this 

Coi!l!.ilittee. President Kennedy's efforts contr
1

ibuted ~mrneasurcib.ly .to the 
1
ste:ps! 

to1rJ13J'ds peace made during the last three years, and. i;;his seems . a fi tt~ng. occasion 

to rec?].l them;· ~he sup:;reme importance which. Prt;r;:Jident. kennedy attached to the· 
I • • • ., , ~ •• • , \ 

gre?t issues of· world peace 1-Jas ev:i,dent from the outset of his administration • 
. ' ... 

In h;Ls ina:ugural address he said: 

. :11Let both sides .eJ.']);t.ore what :problems unite us ins_tead '-f 
belabortng those :pl~oblems whic·h divide us •. Let both sides, 

.::-

for the first time, formulate serious Bnd :precise propo,sals .. 
for the inspection and c.o:rrtro;L. of arms - and bring the absolute 
;ower to destroy other natio'ns und~r :the absolute control: of. . · .. 
8.11 nations.n 

Early in his administration Presl.dent Kennedy ·proposed the creation of a 

special ne1;.,r agency just to deal with the disarmament problem.. Pursuant to his 

instr,uctions the . .Toirit Statement of AgreE!d Principles for. Disarmament Negotiations 

(ENDC/5) was' neg6tH1ted with the Soviet Union'. · . 

In an historic address to the·sixte!3nth session of the·United Nations General 
. . 

~issembly on 25 September 1961, President Kennedy presented a United States .Plan 

for general and com.plete disarn1ar11ent in. a peaceful world. .f'..fter further 

development that proposal was presented to this C~mmittee on 18 April 1962 as an 

.outline of·, basic provi.sions of a treaty on general;· and complete· di_s·armament in a 
I 

peaceful world (ENDC/30). ·· 
. . / 

'President Kennedy will .:probaoly best be remembered in .his own c-oun·bry for his: 

unswerving pursuit of a test 0an agreement ---_a modest step, perhaps, but one. 1-.rhich 
/ 

'tvas·· achievable in today t s world. He character.ized it as 11the logical place .to 

begin", and he gave it his attention from-the ver:y beginning of his Administration • 

. \.IhGn. his first proposals were not a~cepted, he instructed his repre$entati ve in 
I 

·this c·omrftittee to present a-rov'ised proposal for a. coniprehen.sive ban and a new 

prop,sal for a limited ban •.. The United States-United Kingdom draft treaties ~f 

27' August i'62 (:I±:liDC/58· and EIIDC/59.) were the result. 1-~ter less t-ha.n a year's 

study uy this COI!llllittee the limited dJ.~aft treaty formed the basis for a.n agreem~n·~ 

in· \.Jhich. ail of the Government,s represented here have novJ joined (EJ:ifJ1C/?-OQ,/Rev .1) • 

It "iNa~ at P:t'esident Kennedy's: direction tp.at tpe United Sta,te,~. negotiated an 

agreement last June on a··direct communication,s link between.,t·Jas:hingt9n and Nospbw 

(illiJDC/97), and- it w~~ at hi.s diree~i~n that the United States propo.sed ·a United 

Na:tions resolut.icn against th~ orbi tirig of nuclear weapons in space (EJ\lJJC/117) • 
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(fu. Foster, United States) 

That, in broad.outline, was President ~ennedyis strategy. of peace and some, 
' . . ' 

of the steps towards the achieVE:Jment of the objectives of. that strategy taken 

during his Administration, ~ 

We have suffered a grievous loss in the assassination of a leader vJhose vision 

and determination led t'o the achievement of so much in· so short a time. Yet the 

choice betv.reen peace and war i,s not the decision df any one man or any nation or 

any group of nat.ions. This Committee has contributed significantly to ·the measure 

of agreement that has been achieved. to date. Deliberatio;ns in this Commi tt'ee 

assisted the two co-Chairmen in reaching the agreement f·or the establishment of 

a direct communications link between ~lashington and Noscow~. Nuch of the ground~-rorlc 

for the limited nuclear test ban treaty was laid :auring the 'course. of lengthy 

discussions at this ConfeJ,·ence.. Almost all' members of thit3 Conference had 
. / 

supported the proposal for a limited nuclear test ban prior to the beginning of 

tl;te I1o.9cow· negotiations. Proposals to keep outer space free from nucl.ear weapons 
. ' 

\vere patiently but pex·sistently urged uport this Corn:tPi·ttee, principall;v by the 

representatives of Canada and Mexico. The unanimous co-sponsorship of the United 
• 

Nations resolution by all the participants in this Conference contributed i1mnensely 

to its adoption by acclamation. 

) Thus, each·, and every pm:·ticipsting_ delegation can point ·with justifiable pride 

to the achievements· of this Conference in the past. But it vmuld be a serious 

, mistake to let self-congratulation lead to s.elf-c'•mplacency. All of this i.s but a 

Il).Odest beginning •. As President Kennedy himself noted,. the nuclear test ban treety 

"is a milestone -- but it is not the millenniumn. 

In his inaugural address ·President Kennedy saiCi: HI,et Uo begin." 
I ' 

p-.cesident Johnson, iri his address before the .Joint Session of the United States 

Congress on. 27 November 1963, said: ITLet us continue." 11This, 11 Hr. Johnson said, 
I 

11 is om· challenge -:- not to he.s~tate, not to pause, not. to turn about ahd linger 
. ' ' ' ' 

over this evil moment, but to continue on our course so the,t 1.-.re may fulfil the 

c destiny history has set ·fOr US .11 

PresidE'mt Johnson has made explicit his., own inti:mtion to carry· on tl1e ·policies 

of the Kermedy Administration 
. · .. ~· 

· thl( quest for peace. He niade 

ltssembly on 17 December 1963, 

in the fiel'd .of arms control and disarmament and in 
. . : . . I . . . • 

this clear in addressing the United Nat~0ns General 

~-.rhe~ he said::. t· I ·. · 
I 

"If there is one commitment more than i any other that I 1r10uld like 
I 

to leave with you toCiay, it is my unswerviBg comini tment to the keeping 
) 

and the strengthening or peace ... 
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(1'1r. Foster_, United States) 

nThe United State,s of P.Jner ica wan;t.s to see the cold waT end; we 

want to see it end. once an9- for all. 

"The Unitst3. State;s WBlTts to prevent the dissemination o:i' nuclear 

weapon.s to nations not nm·.r pos sassing ·them. 

"The United Sta·l~es -v;ents to pres.s on 1.-Ji th arms control and :::'eduction ••• 
' "President Ke:riDeciy, I am sure, Houlc1 rega-cd as. his best memorial 

the fact· that' in !-Lis tlu·ee yeal'S as President the world became a little· 
i ' 

safer· and the ':Jay ahead becarr1e a little brighter. To ·the protection and 

enlargement of ifhis nevJ hope for pea~e I pledge my country and its 

Government." (A/PV •. l284-, pp •. 39, 40). 

Some of: you heard those llrords as they 1r.re:ce spoken. -They were· spoken by a man 
\ . '/ 

vrl10se interest in peace, like that o:ft' -the man he succeeded·, is unfa.ltering. In the 

yet:Lr.-end exchange between President Johnson and Chairmen Kl:Lrushchev, Hr. Johnson 

rea~'fir:rilep. this pledge lrJhen he stated: 
' 
"The American people and thE:)ir Gbver:nment have .set the strengthening 

of peace as their highest· purpo:3e in the year. • .•• the time f'r simply 

talking about peace, hm-:e·mr, has passed __:. l964-· should be a year in 

~~h~ch we take further steys, toward that goal.n 
~~ -

In lilY discussions Hith him just -before ieaving I·.Jashington, President Johnson made. 

it absolutely clear that he Houlr.! spar·e· no effort towards ·that end in the yeecr 
'. 

c.iliead. 

1964 nas already witnes::?ed Soviet and United. States.announgements of reductions 

in military ex:pendi tures Gncl agreem~nt Oil the need to deal peacefully Hi th 

terrJ.torial disputes. 
, 

'l1he intentiqn of the Un,ited State.s delegation dm~ing the· 

coming months 1vill be to continue and redouble our ef:forts to achieve, step by. step, 

a halt1 in the arms race and, ultimately, general disarnwraent. \ole 1vill ·continue on 

the ba~sis of the Joint Stateri!ent ·of Agreed Principles to n,seek to achieve a.:p.d 

implement the widest :possible agr.aeme:at at the earliest possible date. n 

(:.!.iNDC/5, p.3) ~ 

In this regard, ·I should like tO' read. at this time a statement from 

President Jf.'hnson to this Committee dated 21 January 1~64: 

i 1There· is ·only one item on the agenda of this Conference -- it is 

the leading item on the agenda of mankind -- and that one· it~m is peace. 

\ 

\' 
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(Hr. Foster, United States) 

"Already this. Conference has led to more concrete and effect·i ve 
r· 

rer;:mlts than· any disarmat1ent conference in modern history. Your 

efforts and deliberations laid the groundwork for the nucle8.r test 

ban treaty 1 for the communications link between vJasb.ington and Noscm-r, 

and for the. United Nations Gene:ral Assembly action as;ai.nst nuclear 

weapons in space, 

11Today your· search begins anew in a climate of .hope. J Last yea.I· r s 

genui:ne gains have given us new 1~omentum. Recent Soviet and l>Jilerican 

fuLnouncements of reductJon on mil~taey spending, even tl10ugb. modest, 

have brightened the atmosphere further. . Let us :9ray tb.et the :tide 

has turn~d,. that further ·and more fBl".-reaching agreer.1ents li.e -~geac1, 

and that .future. generations ·'lfTill marl~ 1964 as t.he yeae the world turned 

for all tii:le away from tho horrol'S of w.ar and constructed new bult·Jarks 

of peace. 
~, 

nspecifically, thi.s.nation pro:p.oses.five major types of poteiitial 

agreement: . 

llFirst, as Chairman IG.rrushch3V and I ha.ve observed, the u~.e .of 

force for the solution of terri torL::tl disputes is not in the interest 

of any people or coun'-t.ry. In con,sultation wi tb. our Allies, ·He will 

be prepared to dLscuss moffils of prohibiting t~1e threat ~1· us.e of force, 

directly or indi~ectly -- vJhether by ·aggression, E]Ubversipn, .or. the 

clandestine supply of antlS -- to change boundaries or demc:rcs.tion 

lines; to' interfere with access to terri tory; or to extend control or 

administration over territory oy displacing es·tabli;shed;a.uthorities. 

11Secon¢:, Hhile vJG continue· )ur efforts to achieve general and 

complete disarmament undel' effective in,ternational .control, \-Je must 

first endeavouT to hal·~ turt.her increas:'ls in strategic ·1?-rmmnents noH. 

The United Stat::1,s, the 'soviet. Union and their i'ef?pecti vo Al_lies .should 

agree t.o explore a verifi8d freeze of1 the number and chsracteristics 

" t t . 1 ~f . I ' d -"' , . h' l o:c s ra e,z1c nuc ecu: or en.s1ve ffilQ,. e.tens1ve ve, 1c es. for our part, 

we :are e:onvinced that the security of all nations can be safeguerded 

within the scope of. such an agreement and that, this .init~<:.1l moa~ure, · 

preventing th8 further ex})Bllsion of the ,deadly m1d costly 'arms race, 

will open the path -(jo reductions in all types of forcas from present 

levels, 

.\ 
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(t'h'. li'oster, United States) 

"Third, in thi.s sam:a spirit of early action, the United States 

believo that a verifiGc1 sc;reem(3nt to halt all production of fissionable 

materials for ueapons use vJould be a major cmrc.ribution to '\\l'Orld peace. 

Horeover, 1'11'hilG H·3 seek acre·ement c. a this measure, the United States is 

'lJiilliw~ to achiev8 prom~Tc reductions through b'oth side:s closing compar<tble 

production facilities on a plant-by-pllli"'lt basis, Hith mutual inspection. .J 
i . -I. ~ 

lJe haye started in this direction -- we hope the Sovtet Union vJill do the 

seme -:-- .~nd. WQ m'e. pr·epm'Gt1 to accept appropriate, international ve:;rific<J.tion 

of the reactor shut-down already scheduled in our coQ~try. 

11Fourth, ive must further reduce the danger of -vrar by accid~nt, 

'miscalculation or .surprise· attack. In consultation 1\l'ith our Allies, \ve 

will, be prepa_;red to discuss propo;::1a.ls for cr0ating a system of observation 

posts a,s a move in this direction. 

TTFifth, Md finally, to stop tho spread of nw:lee.r 1-~eapons to 

nations not nm~ controlling them, let us sgree: · 

(a) That nuclear weapoi1s not be tran.sferrod into the national control 

o~ States which do not no1-J control them, and that all transfers of 

nucl~m' materials fOl' poaceful purposes take pf_ace :undel' effective 

international safeguards; 

(b) That. the major nuclo£~r Powers accept in an increasing number of 
(~. 

their peaceful nucleE . .r, activities the ,same inspectj_on they recommend 

for ot.h8r StatGs; and 

(c) On the banning of ·all nuclear vJeapon tests under effect'i ve verification 

and control. 

''Each one of' these proposed ste,ps is important to peace. No one of 

them is impossible oi' agreement. The best way to begin dism1 ming is to 

be:;in -- and the United States is ready to conclude firm :;Jgreements in 

these areas and to coD;si~er any other reasonable proposal. vJe shall at 

all times pursue a. just and lasting poace -- and Hi th God 1s help, '\.JO 

shall achieve it. 11 

That is the end of President Johnson's moss sage. I ask the Secretariat to 

circuJ_ate that.message as a documel).t of this Conference.Y 

1/ Circulated as doctiment ENDC/120. 
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(rir. Foster, United States) 
... 

In 1962 "this Conunittee began its work. In 1963 the Conunittee played an 

important role in the .first steps taken towards a safe1~ and s&ner wol,ld. In 

1964 ni.y delegation is dedicated to keeping up the momentum and accelerating 

the forward movewent. t·.re strongly hope that this year will be the year in '\;Jhich 

vJe learn· to walk tovJards peace, in peace. Having tEJ.ken the first steps forward, 

let us continue. 

Mr. TSARAPIGN (Union of· Soviet Socialist Republics) ( trafislation f:rom 
I ' • • • 

Ru.ssian): First of BlJ. I should like to associate :myself Hith tl1e previous speaker· 

in expr~ssing· gratitude to Sec:reta:ry-General U Thant for his m~ssage to the Committee·, 

vJisl~ing US s~ccess in ouf HOrk, .\,l[e als"' associate. ourselves \-Ji th the HOrds of welcome 
- .. I _; ·. 

'. ·-· 
addressed by· t.ur Chairman, Nr. Burns, to cnrr nevJ colleagues who have come here to 

:participate in the Comini ttee is work, ·namely,. the representatives of Ethiopia, Hexico, 

Indiq. and Romania, as well as' to those 1..rho.· have retU:rned to take part in the 
\. 

Committee t s Hork after· an ab.sence of some .time. ·I refer to l1r. Foster, the ~ead of 
1, 

the United States delegati:on, and Hr. Naszkowski, the hea~ of" the Polish delegation. 

1..J'e associate ourselves irJi th. the WOl'ds i of . our United States colleague' who expressed 

a high appreciation of the role and efforts of Hr. Kenn~dy, the as.sassina:t.ed 
• r • 

President. of the United States, in the raatte:/ of red~cing internati~ncil tension. 

v[e, note vJi th .satisfaction that President Johnson intends to follovr this policy lp.f 

the lat~ Pre~ident Kennedy. 
I 

It may be noted with satisi'actio1l that the Eighteen...:Nation Committee All 

Disarmament. is· renevJing its 1..rork in an atmosphere of a certain relaxation of 

international te11sion, The conclusion of the treaty banning nu~lear weapons tests 
. ' 

in the atmo~phere, in 6ut.er space. and under water (ENDC/100/Rev. :L) has ca11sed g~eat 

S<:j-tisfaction throughout the Horld. In the thunder douds hanging ov~r the •·wrld 

thel"e appeared a first rent, through ~..rhich a ray of·h~pe shone forth. This agreement 

was soon followed by another. At its eighteenth session. the General Assembly of the 

. United Nations unanimously recorde.d the agreement of States to refrain from placing 

in orbit any objects carrying nuclear "Z~apons (Jil,IDC/ll'i"). 
,, 

Thus, a gCDod beginning has been made and the way has been opened for further 

progress in this direction. These lJ1easures vmre follm..red by other actions by States 

in'the same positive direction. At the December session of· the Supreme Soviet of 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, a law on the budget of the Soviet Union for 

1964 vJas adopted. Thi,s' law provides for the reductioJ;l of the military expenditure 
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of the Soviet Union from 13,9 milliard roubles expended in 1963 to 13,3 milliard· 

·roubles allocated :(or 1964, that/ is a reduction of 600 million rouble,s .•. This 

mean:? thet the military expend:hur.e of the Soviet Union for 1964 .has. been reduced' 

by'!4~3 per cent. in·compe:rison I:Jith'the m.i.litary expenditure for 1963 • 

. Furthermore, .in December le.st year YIT. Khrushcl;lev reported to the<Plenum of 
\ 

the Central Committee of the Comr,mnist Party of ·th8 Soviet Union that 1<Te a.re 'now 
( ! ' 

considering the possibility of a further ·r~ducti~n in the number,s of the 2.rmed c 

.forces of the Se-.viet Union. 
~ ' ' 

The. positive ,c,;ignific8.ncr:; of the.se steps taken by.the Soviet Governmt?nt is 

aclmm-Jledged .by everyone. 

In his replies to Q.Ue~tions put to hi~ by l1r. Shap;i.rfl,. Chief Cor·re.sp~:mdent 

of the .American agency nuni ted Press Int~rnetionaln in JVIoscow on Ne~.>J Year 1 s Eve 

(ENDC/118), the Head of the Soviet Government, :Mr. Khrushchev,_pointed out that it 

would be a good thing if other States acted in a simih;x· way. \{e have duly noted 

and are· follo~.>Jing car~fully the mea~m"es teJien by. the United State,s Government to 

redu,ce its l'nili te.ry budget :tor the next financie~ year by $ l. milliard, thut' is, . . . - . . 

to carry out a reduction by about 2 per cent in comp8l"ison vJith tne military 

expenditure of the United S·cates approv.ed for the current financial year. tie note 

with satisfaction that tlle })Olicy vrhich l'Ir. Khrushchev described as a policy of 

~mutual e}rample is being understood and approved by the other side. _Hence thel~e is 

ground for hope that this policy of mutual exmnple _will find· its confirmation in 

realistt._c ar~d practical measures .on both .sidE;s 1 vhich vJill undoubtedly contribute 

to a further i,mprovei:lent of the international situation. 

Thus; we have every reason to .sa:r that the present nego~iations in the 

·Eighteen-Nation Cornmi ttee are being rene'tved in mor~ favo'Lli'able circums·c~_nces than. 

b~fore. This, of com~se, facilitate.~ the Committee's task, but it also. imposes 
. -. . 

greater responsibility upon ; t. 1\fm,J we must forge further _ahead, developing and 

:,intensifying the trend towards the rela,\:ation ·of internationq_l tension and tmJards 

disarmament. 

"'The main q_ue.stion, problem nu.rnber one, 111hich our Cr)ln.mi ttee is called upon to 

. SOlVe is to COlile to Ell1 agreement on Ef d.raft treaty on generc..l and COmplete 

disarmament, In this question there is a necv situation vJhich opens up favourable. 

possibilities for reaching agreement. I.n our times~ t~e cor: of the problem of 

disarm8l)len::t is to elimina·ce the threat o:i.' nuclear \-Ja.r. It is es.senti.el from the 

very outset of disarmement to elimina·ce this threat and to. make it impossible in 

practice. 
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Iri s:e.ektiigLa .. muturuy acceptablE> solution to this problem, the Soviet Union 

p:rqpos~d t9, begin by destroying the means of. deli very. of nuclE?a;r; '-''Ef.apoJ;J.s., 

.s,t~rJJ-Y:tane~msly :VJith.the _elir~im:ttion of foreign military bases .(EliDC/2}. 
I 

lncide;ntally, 
,~ ' . 

thi.s idea was first proposed bY a·vJestern Povmr. Having met witl+ the refusal ~f th~ 

iliestern Pmv-ers.,, under various :pr~texts w·hich we do not consider .to be valid, to agr·ee 

to the complete elimination of all mean.s of deli very of nuclea1· vreapons in the: first 

stage of disarmament, theBovist Union, in order t-o make it e~Si!3r to-reach agreement 
f ..... i .· . J' . • • ' : .• , ··.: 

on this important CJ.Ue.sti on, propo.sed that a st:r:Lctly limited [j_nd agree,d number of 
. '' ' ' \ ,I\,' 

missiles of s:peci:f'~Led types aEd categories .should be r_etained by the United State.s 
. ·,.: .. ... ' •'' \ . \ ' ' ... . . . . . . . .. .... ' ... 

and the Soviet Union in their mill territories until 1the ei1d. of the second stage_of 

disaJ.'iilcmlent (m~c)2/Rev ~1) . All other missiles were to be eliminated. 

At thE) e7 ghteenth session o:L the General Assembly of tl~e United 'N-ations, the 

So;iet Gove~mne,nt took ~ret .. anot-~er step wilich, in. ~l~e opinlo~ of m·any ~eiegations 
• • • • ' : ' .. ' •' '' ' ' •. ' ; ; ' '. ' . c:-.-2 ' . : ,. • ~·' 

participating in the session, wa.s of con,siderable.significance for clearing ~he ('J'F).Y 

·towards general and co11ipiete dism~mament. We p;opose.d (A/FV.l2o'8, pr6vi.9ion~i~ :p,71) 

to retain the !!nuclear umbre1laft' until the end of the' third stage 'of. disarmament·; 

that is, to l~ave the Soviet' Unlon 'a~d the United State::: an agreed quantHy of 
CeTtB.in categorie,s of missiles Hith. 'n~~l·sar warheads until thP. .8lld .Of 'the prograJ~n~' . 
.oi general arid complete 'aisa:X.mainent. ..It should be poJ..nted out tliilt, und~i the· 

So~ie':t Union~ s ·pr~~o~al, ~-j_l.tli~ 'miss:t'les ~eiained by the Soviet Union ~:d tll~ ·· 
United. States 'tvould be placed lL'1der. 'control, including direct' c6htrol 8.t the 

. ··' 
launChing: .si:te's; :uiitil.th·j:f 

. . , .. . ~ . . l . . . 

m'e -de.stroye·d Hhen g~1ieral and.· compl~t~ di·sm...;~~iient has 
been accomplished • 

. - :· . . 

Tliis new prop-osal .by 'the So~viet -Union makes groundles.s the objections previous-4-y 
I 

i put for~ard by t·he He:3t:eri1: Pmfer.s to the pr~posal for a Hnuclear ·Unibr~llan and 

elimil~crtes all thelr doubts and fears.. 'rhis new .si t'uatiori opens up before ·the· 

Cormrii ttee favou.nible op1;ort1.mi tle.s for achieving rapid·· agreement on one of the mo.st· 1 

important· qu:::.stfons' of ·nuclear disarf\lament. · ··· 
. ' . 

·1-Je· should like to point out that the neVJ proposals of the Soviet Union r'egarding 

the retentiOn Of the Hnucloal' Umbrella11 until the end Of the dfsarffiarilent p:f>ogJ:;ffiimle 

have been·put forward in addHion to a -w:hol8 saries of other proposals by the Soviet 

Union· on ·the question of gener?-1 aiid 'pomplete disarmament, VJhiclii were :made in 1962 

and 1963 arid wore aimed at the earUe,st possible· achievement of agre.ement en·, 

disarmament problems. . Our latest. 'propdsal on the question of reduc;:in:g the. numbe~s : · 

·of tho armed forces -of :.tho pr~ricipal military Powers has led to the positions of: ... , .. , 
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the two sides being brought very close together in this regard. He should like to 

hope that the.United States side will take a step to meet us, and then full agreemen~ 

will be reached on the question of the numbers of the armed forces. 

We should also like to point out that, on the question of the reduction of 

conventional armaments, thanks to the efforts of the Soviet l!nion, we can now note 

the existence 'of common vievrpoints in regard to the method &~d extent of the 

.reduction of conventional armaments at all three stages of disarmament. If the 

Western side in its turn were to rnake the necessary efforts, substa,_:r;.tial p~ogress 

could be achieved at this session of the Committee in preparing a treaty on general 

and complete disarmament. 

Besides the problem of general and complete disarmament, we are also faced with 

the important task of reaching agreement on individual partial measures that 1-Iould 

help towards reducing international tension and slowing do'..m the ermaments race. 

In this connexion we should 1ike to draw attention to the need for the earliest 

possible agreement on the question of the reduction of the ·total numbers of the 

. armed forces of States and of their troops in foreign territories. As we have 

already pointed out, favourable opportunities have now arisen for settling this 

important problem on· a reciprocal basis, without waiting for agreement on general 

and complete disarmament. The Soviet side is"prepared to agree to a further 

reduction of the total n~mbers of its armed forces, provided that the Western side 

shows willingness to take a similar step • 

. Of great importance for the lessening of international tension is the solution 

of the question of withdrawing or, at first, reducing the number of foreign troops 

in Europe~ The Soviet Union ha~ on a number of occasions stated·that it is 

prepared to reach an agreement on the basis of the complete withdrawal of foreign 

troops from the territories of other countries. If, however, the '\rJestern Powers 

are as yet not prepared for this, it might be possiole to agree at first to reduce 

the number of these troops in foreign territories on a reciprocal basis and thereby· 

prepare the way for.their complete withdrawal from the territories of foreign States 

to. 1-rithiri. the boundaries of their own national territories.· The USSR is prepared 

to effect ·this r.eduction in the territory of the German Democratic Republic and 

other 1Uropean States, if the Western Powers begin to reduce the number of 'the~r 

troops in the Federal Republic of Germany and in other· countries. 
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The-implementation of these· measures would lead to the • normalization of· the . 

si tuB:tion t:n·. Europe; where ·the danger of. the outbreak of another·· war is··. pa:&ticrilarly· · 

great.·· · .:· ./ 
·• ,I 

There is·;·a possibility cif· reaching agreement ori ·ariother very important· 

question relating to partial mea·sures, ·namely,· the questFm of reducing· military~ 

budgets. Being· anxious to· put an end to the unrestricted growth of mili "tary · 

expenditure,. the Soviet Union has on ·a nunib~r of occasions proposed the reduction -· · 

of military budgets. Showing initiative in solving this i.mpurtarit question, the' 

) Soviet Union; as I said at the beginning of my· statement; has unilaterally reduced 

its military· budget for 1964 by· 600 miliion roubles. · We note. with satisfacti0n· :: 

that the United States is also taking mea·sures· ·in this direCtion. T:blis, there are:: 
) 

favourable pre-conditions for an agreement on ·a· fltl?ther reciprocal reduction of·. ·.- · · 

military· budgets. 

Th8 Soviet Union continues to regard as very· -important the achi-evement •o£ an--. 

agreement on the question· of co11cludin.g· a. nOn·-aggTession pact between.' ·the 1\TATG · ·· 

countries and the Warsaw Treaty countries~- . The conclusion of siich a pact would not· 

upset the. existing balence of forces between the two groups ·and; .at the;· same; t:Lme, •' 

would introduce into international relations an. important element of stability and 

calm. Since the So~iet Govern.rhent put· forward a· proposal (ENDG/77) for 'the·· 

conclusion of· such··a pact, the idea ha:s met with wide support from' many· other 
I 

States~ Moreover; the conclusion of such a pact is·called for by the commitments 

recorded in the joint comrminique of the USSR; the United St-'ates arid the· United .. . · · 

Kingdom of 25 July 1963 (ENDC/101). 

, .. The creation· ·of denuclearized zones in various parts of the··world· would play 

an important· part in flirther reducing international tension and en~uring g~nera:l · ·: 

security. The idea of establishing such zonEis has. met ~ith u..r1iversal acceptance 

and approvaL ·· Proposals have .been ·made to establish atom-free zones in· central 

and northern Etirope, in thel>'Iediterranean ru~ea and· in the Balkan~;, :in Africa and: · 

Latin .America and in other parts of the world~ In ·si:::pporting the'plans for: the 

establishment of the. above-mentioned denuclearized zones' we should like to di-aw 

attention to the particular significance' of establishing such zones· in regions-· 

where the-danger of the outbreak of-nuclear conflict-is especially great, namely 

in: central Europe,. iri nbrthern EUrope, iri ·th~ Balkans· and in the Mediterranean '·.·. 

area. ·The establishment of denuclear:i.zed zones i'n those particular regions: is:. of.: 

. the greatest sigl1ificarice for the maintenance of m1J.vers'al peace·~ 
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In eonriexion with the rapid increase.of stockpiles of nualear weapons and their 
. \ . 

dissemination,· the. question of preventing "urther dissemination of such weapons-has· 

now become particularly important and urgent. It is the duty of all States to. do 

everything in the~r power to avert the tlo..reat of the further dissemination of 

'nuclear weapQns. It is essential to close all the channels, not only the direct,. 

but also th~ indirect channels, through which nuclear weapons may fall· into the 

hands of those who have twice in this century caused the conflagration of 1.-rorld 

wars and are now endeavouring to obtain nuclear weapons •. · 

As measures f9r reducing international tension,. practicaL steps must be taken 

to prevent surprise. attacks. To. this end, the Soviet .Union has·· put f.orward a 

proposal (ENDC/113) to establish a network of observation posts in the territory of 

.states belonging to tha two opposing groups of countries, in conjunction with 

specific measures ~or lessening international tension ~~d decreasing the danger of 

war. Such meapures·are the reduction of the numbers of foreign troops in the 

territories of European States and the obligation not to 'place nuclear weapons in 

Western Germany and in the German Democratic Republic.. The Soviet side considers 

that, unless these specific measures for the relaxation of international tension 

and the limitat,ion of armaments were taken, t.he establishment of observation posts 

_could not lead to achieving the desire.d aim.;' that is to· say, to tte gr.owth of 

confidence among Stat'?s and thereby· to a lessening of the danger of war. The 

establis~1ment of such a system of posts wo".ld be useful only in co:p.junction with 

specific measures for reducin'g the possipility· of the outbr.eak of military conflict 

in Europe. 

These are, in brief, the tasks which confront the Eightee11-Nation Committee on 

Disarmament .. We would render a· poor service to the ca1:.se of the str1.1ggle for 
I 

disarmament if we closed our eyes to the fact that public opinion in many cotintries 

of the world, just like public opinion in the Soviet Union, is dissatisfied with 

the Committee's earlier activities. Although the Committee has been oonducting 

negotiations on disarmament questions for nearly two y·ears, the practical results 

of these. talks are quite insignificant. Confidence in the Committee's work may 

be seriously undermined if we continue to mark time and if we fail to reach 

agreement on the practical questions of disarma.11ent. The time for empty and 

fruitless talk has passed.. Every effort must be made to achieve positive results, 

both in preparing a treaty on general and complete disarmament and in reaching 

agre.ement on individual disarmament measures and the relaXation of international tension. 
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The Soviet side would like to'express the hope that the Eighteen-Nation 

Committee, 'which is confronted Hith 'a serious and responsible task, Wiil'fulfil the 
. . 

hopes ~f the peoples, will help to. disp~l the thund~;-clouds ·hanging ·.twer mankind 

and will· work to bring· abarit a clear sky over our planet. .At the· p;e~e~t-. i·irne . 

the bcimnii.ttee h~~ gr~at opp~rtunities for doing so. We hope th~t these 

opportunities wili not be iosi: and that ;e shall be able to-announce. to theworld 

new agreements which wili ensure 8. more stabl.e peace and greater se~uri ty for, __ the 
•• :··, • ' : 1 ; '. ~ • . ; : ! . ; :· . •' : ' 

people~. 

' . Mr. Thomas (United Kingdo~) ~. In his statement thi~· af~ernqon, the·_. 

le~de~ of .the United Stat~s delegati-on refer~ed t~:.~he g~i~vous .. loss. ~h:ich his.· 

country· has suff~red si~ce t4e .last meeting of .this Cornmittee by the death of 
·: • ; ':' :: ' • • . ' . • . ,· . 1 ~ • l ~ ' ' • 

Presi~e~t Kep.nedy. We c~o.t .~ve,n ,:t;-o'Vl ful,~Y co.m,~r.ehend t~e m_agnitud,eo: ~f ,that, +.o~s, 

but i "!: _is one in yhiSh we all , share. . ,Pres~dent Kepnedy 1 s: .contri b1.1.tion to the.: 

...... steps to\fards peace was inde,ec:I great, 911d .I was g~ad that Ivl'r. F,os:ter took the .-, .; 

~pportuni ty this ~f.t~rnoon. to .. remind us . of the measur.e and de~erminatipn .o.f .h:is· 

efforts. , . 
~J . . • 

I am sure _too that I spt:?_ak for al:J:- my: .colle.agues when I. say .ho:w igra~e.ful we of 

the United, K;ingdom.delegation .are to .the, ,repr~s_ent.atiya of the Un:i,.;ted Statps. for 

reminding -us this. afte,rnoon that, President, Johnson has .made. explicit. his intention 

of carrying on the. pol~.cy of President Kennedy 1 s Administration in .-the fi:elds of 

arms control and disarmament .and in. t:qe quest for peace. May w~ e_xtend ·.through 

the United States delegation our warm .and re-spectful good wis_hes to President Johnson 

on the heavy burden .he l:tas inherited?. : His .int.erest .in our .work .here has bee.n · 

demonstrated-in eloq1.1.ent and encouraging terms by his mes:sage to. us today •. 
r', • ... 
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We ar .. e··also 'heartened by Mr. Foster's reaffirmation of the intention of the 

United States delegation to continue and indeed, as he said, to redouble its 

efforts during the coning months to achieve step by step a halt in the arms race 

·.with the ultimate goal of general· and complete dis~rrnament. We were equally 

encouraged to hear the leader of the Soviet delegation reaffirm his Government's 

intention to achieve the objectives which we all have ·in common. 

For our part, I should like to reaffirm that agreement on collateral or 

confidence-building measures and, above all, on general and complete dise.rmrunent 

itself remain the essential objectives of the United Kingdol2l'Government. General 

and complete disarmament under effective international control is of course our 

ultimate objective. We are dedicated to its achievement, 

work towards it with all our efforts. 

vre . shall continue to 

Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, you will permit me at this point to quote a passage 

from a recent speech by the British Prime Minister, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, which 

sums up the basic attitude of the United Kingdom delegation to the negotiations 

which we have now resumed •. Speaking on 29 November at Grantham in Lincolnshire 

which, incidentally, is in the constituency of my predecessor at this Conference, 

Mr •. Godber - the Prime Minister said: 
11 
••• ·all the ingenuit;y and penetration of British diplomacy must be 

used to fil).d ways and means ••• to reduce the tensions between East 

and West, and to contriv.e agreements which will gradually but surely 

achie:ve a. transi ti.on from confrontation by force to continuing 

negotiation to create a climate of confidence in which the world can 

begin to turn from war.to peace." 

This, then, is the reason why we of the United ~ingdom delegation find ourselves .. 

once again in this familiar setting and in the company of many· aid fri~nds· a:hd · 

colleagues. 

We should like to take this opportunity, if we may, to extend to you, 

Mr. Chairman, to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, whom we thank 

·for his message, and through him to U Thant, to all representatives and to the 

staff of the Secretariat, our greet.ings and best wishes for the New Year. 
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We should also like to be associated, if we may, with the welcome which you, 

IVIr. q~airman, conveyed in·your opening remarks to Mr. Foster and Mr. Naszkowski, 

who have not been in Geneva for some time now and whom we are clelighted to see 

back with us again. I lL'low that both :iYir. Foster and Mr. Tsarapkin, whom we. are 

all s::> glad to see in Geneva again, can rely on the Commi:ttee 1 s support and 

co-opera:{iion in .the discharge of their great responsibilities as our co-Chairmen. 

To_both qf them go our best wishes not only- for a happy New Year but also ·for a 

proclucti v,e one. 
' .: .... . '.'.. . 

·.·\·· 
I..should also .like, if I may, Mr. Chairman,. to Join you in welcoming all-those 

represe:qt!'t;hives who .are par·bicipating in· the Conf.erence for the fir'st ·time, and~'in 
~ . . . . . 

particular,. as you mentioned,: the represrmtatives of' Ethiopia, India, ·Me~ico and 
I ' •• •, 

Romania. Just as we all bene.fited from the wisdom and experience of their 

predeQessors, so we_shal~·all_benefH-fromthe fresh approach which I am sure our 

new colleagues will b;dng to our work here. 

Inqeed1 we shall always look for fresh ideas in this forum from wherever they 

may come, and regard them as a stimulus. to greater effort~ We n~ed these ideas 

and shq~~d ~xamine ~hem with.care. But :e-v.en bright ideas cannot :replace hard 

a!ld p,~:tie;nt work •... By patient work we and those who have preceded some of .us 
. ·. ~ . ' ·' . ' 

h£tV<:! alread;y, achieved some results. The Conference has now held five sessions 

~inc~ ~t, opened .in _March 1962 •. ·In the last 'six months or so of that time we 

ha~e ~een .. able ,-to '1:\'elcome agreement on several collateral 'measures,· tin:ilateral, 

bilate~.al. or multilateral in charact.er ,. which may help to increase· intciirnational 

~o,n:fid~nce: and :to s;I.ow down -the arms race ·wb.ich we all dep'lore. i' ·refer, of 

epiurs~:'· to, those matters mentioned by President Johnson ih; his message tci us 

to~ay (END0/120) -, -the establishment of ·a direct .communications link last· 

SUJllil1er between '\'lashing-ton. and M'Oscow (ENDC/97), -the partial test ban .treaty 

(ENDC/100/Rev.l) the United Nations General Assembly resolution ·of 17 October· 

(1884 (XVIII)). designed to prevent the spread of the arms race to outer space 

(ENDQ/117), and the.variou~'measures which,the United States and th;e Soviet 

U11ion propose to take on a unilateral basis and which have been aptly described 

as "restraint by mutual example". 

I should be.the first to admit that it is difficul-t, if not impossible, to 

assess the preci~e:role played-by this Conference in· bringing about 'all these 

measures. , ?orne people may be tempted to believe that this Conference has ·played 
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no role at all, that these measures were the results of developments unconnected 

with and_quite outside the control of this Conference and that they would have been 

'taken regardless of whether or not this Conference had been in existence. But -~ 

that clearly- i·s ·not the view to which Pre-sident Johnson subscribes. In his 

message which we heard today he paid tribute to the efforts and deliberations of 
r 

this Co.r{fererice 7 vihich, . as he described it, laid the groundwork for these aclvances. 

We :entirely share that vievr, as ·indeed did the last session of the General Assembly. 

Moreover, we believe tha.t this Conference can exert an oven 2r·eater influence than 

hitherto if, before we settle down to work in what will be our sixth session 1 we 

pause to consider how we can best ex:;Jloit the present relatively favourable 

international' atmosphere, and in particular how we can make the best use of the 

time at our disposal." 
. . . 

·These are, of course, primarily questions of procedure 

, .and method ·which, if r' may, I propose to examine later in my statement. At, this 

point I only wish to suggest that a new approach to these questions may well help 

us to move forward and to carry out the mandate given to us by the General Assembly 

in resolutions 1908 (XVIII) and 1910 (XVIII). 

I should first like to say a few words about our long-term and short-term 

I think that we all recognize that our basic long-term task, and-

indeed our dominant ·task, is to reach agreement· on a treaty on general and compl~te 

disarmament, Although we have in the past at times .concentrated, quite rightly, 

on preliminary or collateral measures, and although I ·hope we , shall devotH much 

·attention to them in this and forthcoming sessi~ns, we must never lose sight 

of the fact that general and complete disarmament remains our all-important goal. 

We must also remember that, whatever some of us may be tempted to say at times for 

debating purposes, and however much others of us would like it to be otherwise, 

there is no quick or easy s~lution to any of the disarmament problems with which 
'"\:' 

we are ·confronted. 

That is the real reason' why we have not yet made much progress. It is no·t a 

,question of bad faith on oiie side or the other. Great national interests are 

a~ stake -for all particip~nts. Governments cannot be expected to take things on 

trust in these matters or to accept out1ine propos-als without discussing, in 

advance and in depth, the ·details of their application. ·The sheer cornplexi ty of 

the issues involved r-equires· .a determined, concentrated and detailed effort if 

progress is ever to be achieved. That would be so, even in the most favourable 

international climate. It is all the.more so in the present international 
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~.*-~.?sphere,' in which tension is only beginning to relax. I therefore srigge~~ 
.. 

that we must continue, 'like the sculptor; to chi~i:) away at the block of disarmament, . . :··~( 

however· laborious arid time-consuming a task this may appear -to be. As E9,rp.und Burke 7 

in his Reflect·ions on the ii.evolution :l.n Frailce, wrote, "Our patience will achieve 

more ·_than: . our fo'rc e "·· 

. 1 • ·"-- .We ·beli'eve 'tha.t the time has cor.1e to give priority in our discu~sions tq . 

cert•al:n kei :issue's involved in any treaty on genera:l and COinplete d~sarmamen~ ~ 

Let us get· away from· too ouch general debate and let us concent~at~ instead on 

fundament-al problem's such as verification, peace-keeping in a disarming an?- _i· 

.disarmed. world and·, above all, nuclear disarmaruent in all it$ aspects. Let. us 
' ,. . . .. ·· 

· parth:ula:i:-ly devote· a good deal of attention to what in our view are two 
/ :_,: ... 

profoundly important aspects of disarmament:. the destruction of nuclear delivery 

vehicles·, and the: problem of fissile materiaL Her Majesty:' s Government_ .and the 

United Kingdom delega;tion have: had much to ~i:ty on ?oth these questions in the past • 

. We· shall have more to say about them in the future. Let us also consider whether 

we could not ·make at any· rate some start with the physical destrriction of weapons • . . . . · ' . 
• • •.J 

This ·would be a real demoi1stration of ou~. determi~ation to turn the rising graph 

of armaments downwards. 

So much; then, 'fo:r. our long-term and essential objective of general and 
.. ·: 

-~coniplete disarmament. ·But while we must, as I have said, continue i!o _work patiently 

towards -that obj.Gdiive·, we must ~t the. same time seize every opp6~~un~t;· t~ reach 

· "\i::fil-ri.o·us :short-term objectives in the fie"id of collateral ~easur~s. Here the 
:·-· 

'. 

question: -lipperniost ·in our minds at prese~t is 1 what me~asur~,s or· _wha~ ?,l_easur:e:: . 

. would be a logical follow-up to the collateral measur-es which have. a;Lr~ady been 
• 1 •••. :.· '. 

agreed _..;.. in· particular, ·as Mr. Tsarapkin referred to it 1 the Moscow Tre,aty:? 

The answ-er to that question may w·ell b~ fo~d in the b~ld. and imagi;native. 

message whieh··Presldent Jo~son' has sent to. ~f:;'"' this; :afte~n~~~~ Fo~ ~t.s part/the 
.. ·•·: ·: ' 

United: Kingdom delegatio~;·1vi:trfuly ,veleo~~s 'the' PresL:ient' s m~;sage. . We believe that 

it will gi:ve a .new· impetus t'o the Conf'e~enc.e ~nd ~ill l-ead, as the Preside~t hopes-;--- ...... 

to a year of-progress-in 1964. May I, therefore~ pledge the readiness of t~e 
. ., 

United Kingdom delegation to explore iri detail the various suggestions made by the 

President? We hope that the Committee will do so as a matter of urgency and in 

the same· spirit as that i~ wh:leh.these proposals have been put forward. -Obviously 

the-leader ·o:f 'the ·soviet delegation'· has not had time 'to stuciY these proposals' as he 
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only heard them for the first time this afternoon; but we shall of course a,iTait 

with particular interest the considered response of the Soviet Government to the 

President 1 s message and. to the suggestions which it contains. 

In general it seems to the United Kingdom delegation that the arms race 

could be limited by an agreeme.nt whereby the nuclear ·Powers would undertake not to 

allow control of nuclear weapons or nuclear knowledge to .Pass into the hands of 

third countries, and whereby non-nuclear countries would undertake not to 

manufacture nuclear weapons or otherwise acquire any control over them. In our 

view this would be the logical corollary to the Moscow Treaty. Another obvious 

corollary would be a renewed effort to.reach.agreement on a comprehensive nuclear 

test ban treaty with ade.q_uate and effective verification arrangements. .Another 

·possibility would be for us to consider further measures to re<1uce t:P,e risk of 

war through accident or miscalculation --.in particular, as has been mentioned· 

already this afternoon, observation posts, so as to diminish the fears which exist 

about the danger of surprise .attack 7.n Europe. Both our Prime Minister and our 

Foreign Secretary, Mr. Butler, have made clear in recent public statements the 

importance they attach to these measures. 

I suggested earlier that we should considel;' the possibility of adopting a 

new approach to our procedures and methods of work. We have, of cou:cse, considered 

this possibility in the past •. lV.ty coileagues will recall .that ·the United Kingdom 

and other delegations have on a number of occasions urged the Committee to consider 

methods of improving the way in which we conduct our business·, but so far no 

positive action in this respect has been taken. 

I think it is common ground between us that we wish to see our deliberations 

proceed in as businesslike, or as workmanlike, .a manner as possible. We in the 

United Kingdom delegation believe that the best way of making progress on a numb'er 

of crucial issues would be to reduce the number of formal debates and to enter into 

factual and objective discussions of the key problems involved. We believe that 

such discussions should be on the basis not of a formal agenda but of working papers 

designed to bring out the main points at. issue. 

In our view this co'\lld best be handled by private discussions in working 

groups of delegates and other experts as appropriate. The tBrms of :reference and 

the composition of such ,groups would of cou::::-se be a. matter for consideration by 
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the Co~ference .• - . For our part we· should prefer them to be open·-e:J.ded: that is to 
... ; .... , / '. . · . 
. '·say, we shciul;d not wish to debar anyone· from attending. On the other hand, some 

dellegations· might prefer not to join in on certain subjects unJ.er discussion. For 
I ' 

example,' the ~pmmittee may consider that a selective approach to, say, nuclear 

matt'ei's might pe desirabie. We ourselves are entirely 'fiexible on this point; 

i1nd; as :i: have said, whil~ such cl:!_scussions should i~ oU:r view ba ope~ .to ai'i .. 

membns of the Conference., we· do not think that all ·member-s ne~d ne6essarily attend 

all of them. 

The titles of these ·groups do not--·m&tter.·in the least~ They ·could be called 

workihg gi-dups; working. :parties or suh.:.committe~s. ~-: Th~- ntuiber of' such groups, 

the IiUmbei' of times when ~hey should meet' . and the' co-or.dination of' ;their' niee·b~ngs 
vrith pienacy meeiings of the Conferenc~ 1 ~oufd, of course, be a~other. matter for 

furyher consid~ratio~, discussion and, I hope, decisio:q. by the Commi ~tee. But the 

,l esi;.ab;tishnl~nt' of' su~h· gro~ps 'would, we beli~ve, be :a pra~tic'i=L1 and cqmmonsens\3 

app~oach to some of· the basic problems. ~f general and complete disarmament', ·For · 

. example, we hav~ already s~ggested that the dif:f,'icult problems _'i-nvolved in the . 

. yerification ·of the· reduction and eliminati~n of nuclear ·weapons, which were 

ar:lf!-lys,ed iilthe 'Gnited Kingdom paper entiti'ed. "The. Tech:rlical"Possibility o'f 

Intern'ation~i Co:iitrol ~f · Fiss;ile Material· Producti~rri' (ENDC/60), requi~e an ·early 

and seri~us''·examiria:tion· iii a ~orking :pa~ty on the lines r have suggested.· Th~· 
•• •. /- ; : r • '· • • ' . 

representatives of Sweden and 'fihe United Arab Hepubl'ic have also suggested,·· b0th 

in this c·o~ittee 1 and in. the General Assembly, that this questi'oP. of nucl.ear· 

disarmament ·:~hbuld be studied ::j.n this. ·way. To take another example, representatives' 

bf.Bra~'ii··J;la~·e.long adv6cated :hhe establishment of a working group or sub-comm{ttee 

to examine. veri'ficatiorf questi6ns • 
. '. :' .. : ., . \ 

I cite, thes·e as only two exampies of ·the kind of subjects ·which .could Q,e 

. t}~,ckled in this .. wa:y~ There are, of course, many other issue~, some of which the 

Soviet represenbat.ive mentioned in 'his speech this a:f'terri~o:ri'. . I ~ sure there. a'!:'e 

many which my colleagues may feel would be equ~lly: susc~ptiple to ~such treatment, 

I and we· look forward· to. :their suggestions l .for .we rem~in' convinced that • if working 

\ parties ·.co\lld~ be 'set up they would produc~ results which -wouid be. an iilvaiuable' ! 

and p·~·rhaps indispens~ble, ·basis for the pol.iti6at d.ecisi~~s· which all dis~:r;nament 
. '. 

measures will ultimately require. I .hope, theref~re; .1i.hat the Committ.ee. as a whole, 

and in particular our co-·Chairroen, will giv·e serious and sympathetic, thought to 

these suggestions. 
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In ~::oncluding my remarks this afternoon, I should like to end on a note of 

cautious op~imism. I think all of us would agree that the year 1963 and the first 

few weeks of 1964 have witnessed encouraging developments from the point of view 

of this Conference. Indeed, we be~ieve that a new chapter in our work here has 

now been opened. We believe that; with good will and 'patient effort, this· ne~ 

chapter could make better reading than the chapters which have gone before. It. is 

now our task tQ get down to the work of composition. 

Mr. CAV.ALLETTI (Italy} (translation from French): I should like first 

of all to associate myself with the welcome which you, Mr. Chairman, and the other· 

delegations have addressed to the heads of delegations taking part for the ·first 

time in our Conference or to those returning after an absence, .and to recip:rocate 
I 

~y expressing my sincere hope that we shall accomplish good and fruitful .work. 

T}le noble words, inspired by a high sense of responsibility, which we have 

heard ·from the Special Representai!ive of the Secretary-General of the Uni~ed Nations 

and from yourself, Mr. Chairman, together with President Johnson 1 s message to,this 

Commiti!ee and the important speeches made here by the representatives of the U~ited 

States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom, constitute in my opinion a very 

encouraging start to this sessi'on of our .Conference. I think that with these 

messa~es and speeches our Committee has already achiev-ed something, namely the 

estabiishment of a cordial and constructive atmqsphere, and that it has already 

set foot. on the. right path. 

As a matter of fact, our discussions have always,· or almost always, been 

relaxed and calm. I even think that bo'th in the conference room and.outside it, 

_friendly and sympathetic relations· were established between us, the result .of t1> 

shared determination and a common obligation to succeed in oux task. But it 

seems to me that today even more than. in ·the past,· our Gommitte.e has at once- found· 

without 'ftimbling ~n appropriate tone and· an atmosphere which can lead to a 

· successful outcome of our work. 

- Each time the Disarmament Conference resumes after a recess, general interest 

in it :rev~ves, and hopes and ~pectations be_come focussed on Geneva. I think that .. 

today, for a nt.linber of reasons,. the interest and hope of the whole world are 

concentrated on us more than ev.er. : · 
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- ........ 40• ••• ·-·· ·-----·· ·--~- - - ......... -·~- •• 

. The limited but ve;ry, important. ag::r;-~ements achieved within the fra~~work of-
.. . . '' .: .. ,",:('. '··' ."f" .. ' .. 

this .Committee la.st year. have re.st.o:red our credit after a long period of . . . ·.· .. ::.· . . 

disapyointing stagnation. . Furtb,~rmore recent official moves seem to .open up 
• • . • • , . • • ; : • ' ~ ' ·, ~ I • ' • . : ~ , • • :. ., ' ' . • ~: .. • • 

. tang;i. ole. p:r.cisp.ects for furth.er prog;re::.;.~. , Thus, while not in¢1.ule,ing in the 
''· ·' ', ·, • • • '"'' • • • • I. ' 

o.ntimism. whi,c_h .... is .almost, de rigueur on these occasions., I ;r~all;y_ beii~\re that th·~ 
~U.5Uf:~~~. are,_ ·;·~-~o~~-?-~'ie· .. :f?,~ th~ .resumption of. ou;. work aft·~_f::- a ;~~·~_ss t~at ye .. · . 

mig):r~, ,:Pave vrished to be. shorter. ~ie should like this Confer.ence to become a 

perrr;~~:nt fram·e.work for contacts between East ancl ·iiest, a. continuous dialogue, 
.-

a .:t;'_cegular me_et_ing place for ,mutual !JOnsul.tation with the active participat,ion o{ 

repr'esenta ti ve.s from the :q_on-:aligne.d. _qountries. 
. . .· . .' . - .' .. ·. -·: . .. 

vJhat are the ~13.qtors which encq_y.rage us to be optimistic? There have been 
. ~ . . . . . . ..: ....... ' .. . . . ... :_· . 

sev~r::al.. I~ .. F.~,~~,~ary of, .last year w.J:;!,en we met again .he.re ~ the Cuban crisis had 
-..... • •• :.:.: •• ::: 1-. •• J ·: . 

gi_V(jlp. p:r.o.9.f . .Q:f ,the. _de.termination. of both. sides to avoid· conflicts which with . .. .. . . . ... ~ .: : . . ~ . . . . . ' . . . . . ·'. :: . .. .... 

·existing .armaments .could.have incalculable .consequences for. the v:ery existence of 
... . . • • ., • . • • / • ; . : .:~. l... . ., • ,, . 

humarii ty. .. D.urt.n.e. .the past year this feelir;tg _and this. deterzid.n~tion have been 
• ,I. , , ., I ,, ~ •, , , • • p , •• I • • ; • • ~. • I ' '· •• ' : ' . ' • ' 

clearly c.onfirmed. by action, .agreements and declarations of great _significance. 
•' . . . . .. . . . . . .... ~ ...... ;, . . ; . . . . . . . . . ' : . 

First it should be .pointed out that at its last session the United Nations General 
• • ' • •' '' ~ ~. :. .r .: • ,! =·: J." • ' 

.Assembly devoted itself almost entirely to the problem of disa~maiJ1~nt. The 
I ', " 

very extensive and detailed discussions on this subject which took place in New 
. '~ . !... . ' . . 

York showed that~- in. general, our e:fforts during past. s~ssi•ns w~re. appreciated. 

· rr.he ·United Nations has on<?e more enc~~aged this Qo!J!mi ttee to pursue its task 

\)4remi~t:i,n,gly. The voice of the Uni ~~d Nations expressing __ the ardent desire of 

the :.wh.o;J;.~. world fo~_reace and ~ecuri t~ has become more forceful, and clearly 

points. the.-way. to a duty which none of us would wis4 to evade. 
·• ''' ' 'I • 

);)u:rt!l,g. the. Gen.~ral_ Assembly 1 s last se~~-i9~_s,. no~ i. ?nly was there an e.xcha]1_ge 

of v:iews ~n d;i.Elarmament. p.ut P.C?siti ve resul-ts we::r;-e achieved which we should particularl;l 
. '·. . . . . . '. '• . .. . . . . •' . -. . . . .. ·. :,·:. ~ ' ,; 

weJ.-Q.ome. I, refe:r_, .~o. ;th~ various resolutions, a,~opt§l.cf, .. ?Y, the General Assembly, and 
. . ..... · ..... -···· .. : ·'· .. · . .. 

mor.e _particul~r~y to,, those cqncern,ing .the d~n1;lcle~=q::·iz.at_ion of Latif.' . .iUnerica and the 
. . : ' . • . . . . . . ·- . . . ' . .. . ' \!': . . . . . . 

prohibition .ll.gainst ,:putting, weapons of. mass destruction into orbit (ENDC/117) • . ' .. . - . . . . .. . . ',• :. '·. ' . ' . 

As I!lr •. Fo:;;te;r .sai9:: ~today,._.t}l~~ Committee's,, wo:pk contributed constructively 

to. ~he. atsreement,}'ipa~~y con?:~u,.¢l~.fl}n Ne:-r .York. ·rhe ·J~stern delee,a~ions had 

p[roppsed. ,such:~ measure J:n, }-9.60, a~9- l,El:s.t year a number ,()f non:..alif,ned delegations, 

particularly. the Mexic~, y<arrnlY supp9:pt~~"'}~is ini~i~tiye. · _TJ.1e agre_~ment which 

-~e .desAr.ed is rt()W an accomplished fact,, and. tb,e .Itali?').n 9,elegation_ is sure that 
• • • • ' • • .. : ,': :. • • • • ~; • .: .: ! •• ~. ·~. f • .~ • ' • • • : • • 

this :Qo_m!lli tte:e .. ..as a wh~.~~ 'l{il:l wis~. t? .. ~.;pre;;;s .-it.s.,~:p:pr..~ciat.ion 'to the co-:-authors. 
. \ ...... '• . . . .. . ' 

I 



ENDC/PV, 157 
28 . 

·(Mr. Cavalletti, Italy) · 

In addition to the heartening encouragement we have received from: the United 

Nations as a whole, another val:uaole stimulus has come ,during recent mont:p.s from 

many heads· of States and eminent persons. We_ have recei v~d a particularly s.olem71 

appeal from an authority that does not recognize the force of arms but only the 
. . ' ·' . . 

power of human dignity and fraternity. I refer to the message of peac~_delivered 
. . • : •.. ,;. . ,, • . • 1 

by the head of. the Roman Catholic Church _from the very piace where,_ for the first 

time in the world ''s hisotry, peace was preached to all men of good vlill and .l•ve 

towards all. men, .even onets enemie!3. 

As to the Great Powers, the United States of America,- after sufferinga loss 

which 'filled the world 'tori th grief and consternation, q_uickly recovered from this 

painful shockand, to honour the immortai memory of its President, carried on under 

its new and distinguished Chief the active policy for peace bequeathed by President 

Kennedy. Mr-. Foster reminded us today of' President Kennedy's faith in the cause 

of peace· and of his efforts to promote the relaxation _of tension. . The Italian 

delegation .listened with sincere emotion to Mr •. Foster 1 s words about President 

Kennedy, a?d wishes to assure the Cha~rm~n of the Un~t~d States 4elegation that the 

memory of that noole and histt~ic figure will remain deeply engraved in the hearts 

of the· Italian people. 

Mr. Foster assured U,1.:! that the United States Government is resolved to pursue 

President Kennedy's policy, thus adding the weight of his voice and authority to the 

action alread,y teken by his Government in this direction. I have in mind particular~ 

President ~o~son's State of the Union message to Congress and the message he sent 

us today. · . The St1;1 te of. the Union message as a whole is not only a document of. 

very high political and moral importa~ce but also provides for a positive and 

important measure in the realm of dis~rmament, namely the unilateral decis.ion to. 

curtail very considerably the production of fissile material for military purposes. 

Mr. Tsarapkin also reminded us today that, for its.part, the Soviet Government 

.wis.hed to mark the New Year by reassuring. declarat:j..ons and'. the pos;i. tiv:e gesture of 

making· a sizeable out in its military budget. This welcome initiative provides 

another indication of the atmosphere in which we are resumi11g our work. 

Although I cannot_ enumerate the ·other positive moves recen:tly made by other . . . •, . .. . ... -.· . ;• 

Governments,:. I t)link i_t my duty to point out what has 'been done by my own. Italy 

did. not remain inactive in creatine, a favourable climate ftr this Conference" The 
• • • • • • -~. ! • 

new Italian Government, based on the. widest participation .. of political, democrat.ic 
. . . . . - . .· . ' ·. ;.:·: 

and popular elements in the country, ,as one .of ita first .a:c.ts, solemnly reaffirmed 



Z£JnC'/P v ~ is 1 · 
29 

(Mr. Cavalletti~ Italy) 

its determina tiqn ,~o <Play an active part in improving the in te.rna tional situation~ 

in securing· disarmament and in consolidating peace. This has been qJearly stated 

both in a.ur Go.verriment' s declared programme, approved by a large parliamentary 
. • 1."\" •. 

majority, and in specific and definite.pronouncernents b;tu the President, Mr. M?ro, 

and the Foreign Minister, Mr. Saragat. 

The Italian Government ref:.ards this Conference at. Geneva as cruciaily··.·J..mportant 

for East-~Test relations and for impro.ving the international situation.· Its work 

is followed by the Italian Government with the closest attention a:ti'd with the most 

lively and sincere hoJ?es for success~ Italy -.rill continue, as it has done in the 

past, but with even [.rea ter energy' to do everything possible' in full agreemei:lt with 

its allies, to promot·e the rapid conclusion of· agreements on disa·rmament. As in. 

the past, and if posiible·ifith still greater determination and.·with an.:in.creased 

feeling of Urgency, we: 'in Italy, in co-operation with our allies and· the n()n-aligned 

coun.tries, wish to further by every means available an agreed, controlled. and 

balanced reduction of armdmerits until they are totally eliminated. The main 

purpose of our policy is· to ensure the.· free existence and development of our. people 

-·and·of all peoples _;;by more reliable and less burdensome means than a precarious 

equilibrium in armaments and the grim balance of te!ror, so.t:Q.at the wea)th now 

bein.e, squandered .on .. arms may pe devoted to the. well-being· and progress· of all •. 

1rfe are confiden:t of ~ttai:ning. these: ends if ou.r good will is matched, as we ·hope 

it will be, .by a positive rE>spo~?e on the part of our Eastern partners in these 

. negotiations •.. 

Of course ~e a·re aware of the great difficul tie~ ~hicl~ still pe~si~t, an:d 

of the mutual mistrust that still diVides us ·notw·i thstanding the· first· glimmer of 

light and the first positive results already achie.ved. Of course 'there are· still 

sel-ious problems to be soi ved between East' and lfe·st, and these·. Italy views ·with· 

serenity, feelittc completely at one .with its· allies -a feeling which nothing can 
I 

shake or diminish. So, together with our alliecs, vre are willing to. see15: q,ppropria te 

ways Of OV~rcoming these difficulties throue;h patient· and careful ll8{:,0tiations, 

wJ:;iich will p~rhaps'• be arduous at times but always conciliatory and relaxed. 

'Jihis is particularly true of th~ J:lroblern of disarmament. Only by c9ntinuous 

nee:,ot.ia tion, without allowing ourselves to 1::1ecome discou:z::~ged, can we make 

constructive progress toward.s · ou+ e;oE!.l•.. This. is our taiOik .in th.e forthcoming 

months. It will be ,remempered that our· Conference at fir:Pt met with difficulti.es 
·.• ... '· .. 

regarding working methods which delayed progress. On. th~s point thE;l United 
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Kingdom representative has referred today to the· problem of constituting vro1"'king 

.groups arid technical study g.coups. He 1:-ras ·quite right to do so and I am in full 

agreement with him. ijy delegation has ah.rays been in favour· of intensifying our 
. ' 

stu~.ies 1dth greater participation by delegations, particularly the· delegations· of 

·• the non-a],.igned countrie~.. -Te regard, as I believe do all my colleagues, the co­

op?.rati9n of the non-aligned delegations as a.n. essential factor in our :"'ork and a 

· gu~rantee of success. 

11oreover, the :.Jest~=Jrn delegations have abr~ys fa:voure.d. a realistic ap'lroach that 

wculdbe conducive to. rapid and progressive results. ~·le regard such a method as 

the only- one capable of achieving immediate even if limited succe_s.s, ,ancl. of 

e7entually furthering th~ attainment of general and complete disarmament~ 

E:xperience has confirmed. the justice of o1J.r view.. . The immense· repercussions 

of the ~ioscow Treaty (EKuC/100/Rev.;L) ahd the hopes it has raised have demonstrated· 

the value of partial agreements. These al.~e particularly important because· they'· · 

help to break dovm the wall of misunderstand:ing '<hich stands bet\.,reen us. Lack of·· 

understanding breeds mistrust; mistrust breeds·tension; tension b:reeds armaments 
. . ~ . . 

a siriister' &1d dangerous spiral. Un~uestionably, 'at the present stage one of the 

main concerns on both sides is the possibility. of a Sl.l!'prise attack. ''I have read 

a most :interesting book on Soviet strategy by Narshal Solcolowsk;t- in which the 

author says a great deal about the dange:;.~ of a surprise attack from the T'!est. :·re 

in the ~,,rest· know very well that this fear is completely :Jithout foundation; but · 

on our side, I hope also vdthout justification, ·we fear a surprise attack from the 

East. For this reason, and .in order to dispel these fears, which are possibly 

groundless but nevertheless exist, the 1est has for long stressed the ad.:vantage .9! 

concluding immediate agreements that 'Wuld provide a}")Dropriate guarantees against 

the possibility of surprise attack. 

The ~!esterii thesis nov.r seems to be shared by the Communist countries, :which 

have also put forward the idea of establishing observation peste. This is a field. 

in which we might find it possible to come to an understanding and reach agreement 

and I consider that it shoUld be explored by the Co:'1lili ttee as a whole .. Italy is 
•, 

in favour of the reciprocal establishment of observation posts on condition "that 

they have no ·covert political purpose and that they are of genuine and equivalent 

military utility on both sides. 
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These'ai~~ the·g-eneral'nr':i.ncinies whi'ch shouJ_-_d.be later 1 1 d an,l. 1.·rorl,.ed. _ _ r..eve ope_. , 

out J.b: ·a_ ~)ractic~i· vray... Dou.btless r.~efinite pro:poeaJ.s 1·Jill be advancer'f on both 

sicl~~s ;· an~~- om· tasl-c a:t t:1is- session will be to comP"i:i.re and ·stuctY. them, examib~ the· -

points 'they- :ha:ve in comillc:in;, ~ld considei~· ,:J'hether _agreement is yo·ssible.-

The ·a.~!'eement ·aireac(v 1~ea~hed on a:· -ctire ct line bet:i,;een :-;o.sc·~if;.\J.hc1- ~-ia.stirigton.· -

(:GIJDC/97); the establishment of observation posts; a11d other si:Jnil~r;·mea-slli:•es. that 

have'· alre.:.dy- beeil. s'ugg~stecl. by us ·or' might be added la-tei~' are il{easure:s. tha:t ~s- a 

whole are desig;.--::ed to a.chieve n -'single l)Urpose / namely -ti1e improveme1~t- of· re c±pro cal 

knowledge. It inust be· iilade clear 'that· there is no- guest,ic)l1 of plarrn.irig :Lnsitcious · ·· 

espidrmge a:ctiV:lties:;· arid- I hope -that ·the Soviet delegatio;:'i. 'irill not ·again be '·unjust 
enough to accuse ·us ·of such. 'iriti:mtions. ·an ttJ.e c-011trary ,. ··the aj.m i's t0 Wicl.:eri ... 

mutua:i 'U:nd.er'standiii-'g·c4-'!~d do' a1;ay '1--ritl-r-a.ii.y· dariger' i:i'f ambiguity and' error-, so thci't· 

by betie1_;· imowledge o'f each: crther: and the c·onstant: ·e.xchal'lge of~ it1fortna~ti~n· we· may: ·:. 

fb1.d tl1e best· viafl'o:t' ~each.irig ·a ··:sJ.nc·ere' and final-'-'unde·i~standing~ ' .. 

Apart from thrs first· 'and u.rgent-·t~~k, all the other ·proble;ns-.1-i'lich ·1,.,e··have 

alre~dy. discu:ised without i r·eaching a. conclusion ·should .be re-e.:x:anii.n'ed 'in further 

detail/'particuiarii'·'·in the nuclear sphere. The -~~oscow· ·Treaty·is the :·foundation-
~ . . .. . 

ston~'~on 1--ihich ·,~e must' build·~-- ·: Of course,- -we shall have -~6- study ·the. ·fresh 

. pr~posal~ v,rhich l•Ir. ·Gr~~wH:~ -~ub~ tte'd. t~ the Gei1.eral · -~ls~embly of the 'united )Jati~nf? 
(A/PV.i~os>pr~-visi~~al, ~op.56 --~t seq) and. ~ich Er. •rsar'apl~in h~s again :mei1.ti~nec(· 
toc!.ay. · They d.esei~e tl-1~ 1~ost careful consideration L"l the light o} ·the· Agreed· 

Frin.ciples for. Disarmament · ,.1\Jegoti~ti~ns (El~DC/5). 

As :i6~ us,' ~;~ continue .to thirik ·that nu~le.ar,.:disarmameiit shou~d be tackieC'~ by · 

a whole series of i'npo·~~trui.t a1·1d pr~cis~ mea:s·ures ;vlhich together ·Hill put· an end to · 

"the l)r'oducti.on of fis~ile n:ia.t~rial by ·both sides, prevent the sprear'! of s.to~c 
. . . : :.. : ': ~- : :' : ... 

1-reapons, a.r.J.d create a11 extensiv~, efficient ari.::l. controlled system to ·limit· and. reduce· 
. . ,, ,. . ' . ' • • •• • • ,l • 

progressively th13. dru~gers of nuclear Ha~ WJ.til the~r comple~e elinlination~ 
~ . ~ ;. 

This is, I re:p~~:t, 9- grac:ual, p~Q~:r·essiye and realistic ap;::>~oach to ~he problem, 

but it .~s t);J.e only one 11hic!.1·in _our opinion Cal'). be su~cessfu..1 in yhis dE)+.icate, 
• '' : ,fl I • ' ' ..... ~ ' .' • ',.' •: • );,.i 

·vi,tal: ~d; ~ang~rous dpTI.;lqj.11~ ·.,. : . 
.. 

Of cours.e, .as _a:hv-ays~ _we ~pe ?P!=ll~. to any ~e1,; pr<?posals l.<rhich the Soviet 
~ .. .I , . . ' 

delegation_and others. ma~r subm:)..t on any ma:tter. 
••. -~ ~- • ·.~ ; • • . , , ~ .1 ' 

In: this coanexion I mu.;t mention 
:,, . 
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the last Soviet-proposal put forward on 31 December 1963 in a personal letter from 

~tr. lQ1rush?hev to the Heads of all States about the ~eaceful settlement of territorial 

disputes. The letter lrr. Khrushchev sent to the President of Italy, J':'lr. 2:':oro, is 

still being studied by the Italian Government, am'!_ I therefore cannot make any 

statement today about.the substance of the ~r~posals; but the spirit in which it 

is being examined by the Italian Government has already been manifested, I think, 

by all the official declarations made by my Government ancl also by what i saicl_ at 

the beginning of my statement. · Obviously every ,_,eace-l~ving nation, a.nd Italy 

is one of them, can but give an affirmative anmver in principle to the question 

i.vhether it is ready to renounce the use of force and to empl~y peaceful means for 

the settlement of te.rritorial disputes. The great majority of present-day States,· 

including Italy, have already subscribed foJ.""IMlly aJ.":tr'~. definiti:.vely to this bindi11g 

principle by signing the Charter of the United :Nations, and a government 'Which, 

like the Government of Italy, is based on free democratic instituti~ns must, continue 

to support this principle of peace with confidence anc. enthusiasm. 

Thus the idea which inspired iir. Khrushchev's letter meets -vrith our eomplete 

As alvro.ys, 1ore are firmly opposed to any aggression for Y.Thatever reason-

and in 1orhatever form, including i11c~irect aggression, suqversion and. any insidi~us 

activity which in any way threatens the security of States... Tt'l ti1is end, vre think 

that it wo1.;ud be both necessary anc~. profitable to h<"lr:l. a debate here in Geneva on 

organizing definite systems and a~_,propriate procedures £'or resolving clisputes. In 

saying this we pin our hopes fi:i.1 st and foremost to the power of the United ~Tations 

to 1nediate and intervene, and. to the possibilities ~pen to it of establishing an 

international peace f~rce m1d of developing c~llective sanctionsw 

l1Iuch remains .to be SCJ:id, of course, at this moment when we resume our 

activities, a.;<d many problems both important and pTessing have not even been 

me;,1tioned in my s·~atemGnt; but we are on the threshold· of our discussions ano, 

rather than try y~lli~ patience now, I should prefer to n.ake knovm otiT :point of 

View later.. ::··!hat is impQrt?-nt above all at this junctu;_~e is that the Eighteen ... 

Nation Connni ttee, in reswn.ing its v-r~rk, should re-affirm to the "tvarld its un­

shakable faith in the cause of peace ancl disarmarnent and formally pledge itself to 

pursue this tasl~ firmly and 1vi t4 greater determination. · That is· the general 

attitude anc!. message 1vhich the Italian delegation wished to endorse today. 
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WlJ:' •. -De CASTRO (:Brazil) ( tr~:msla tion from ~<'rench) g Allow· me first of all, 

on behalf qf my d.e,~egation,. to convey my very sinc13rest thanks to the Secretary­

General, U Thant, for the message v.rhich he. has transmitted to .us through his 

Special Representative. in this Commi ttee_.·a.nd in which he expressed his best wishes 

for-the accomplishment of our task and his confidence in the result of our.mission, 

and asked us to. do our best in defence of thdt cause on which humanity's very 

survival depends. 

Fur~her, I should like to associate myself vri th 'the lJ-'elcome extended by the 

Chairman to ne·;.r members of' this Cornli1i i;;tee, namely ~.,_ml:)assador Agede of Ethi9pia, 

Ambassador nehru of India, iunbassador Dumi trescu of Romania and 1ilr. de Santiago of 

l.VIexico. My welcome also goes out to the United States re:p1~esentati ye, Mr. Foster, 

v-rho has already had occasion to work. with us and whom his former. colleagues are 

hap:py to find among us a5ain today. 

Lastly, I associate myself wholeheartedJ.y with the condolences and feelings 

of .profuund e·motion .expressed by previous speakers i·ri th regard to the tragic. 

loss the world has suffered. w·ith the death. of President Kennedy. This 19ss has 

hit us al~,. just as it has hit the cause of peace. Yet, at the sam.e time, we can 

be absolutely certain that.the nb.me of suclJ..a great worker for pe~ce as President 

Kennedy vlill be engraved for ever on the fa9ade of the building of peace which is 

being erected by our efforts and. with the support of public opinion thr.oughou.t the 

world. 

It is with optimism 9 satisfaction and ho:pe that th,e Braziliar,t, delegation 

is resuming its participation in the work of the Disarmament Ctmference. My 

Government is indeed, convinced that in the past few ;nonths there has been an 

acc.eleration in the }.Jrocess of mutual understanding 9 1vhioh has a.lready mq,de :possible 

the <?etting u:p of a direct line of communication betwe_en the Governmen,ts of 

·~·iashington an.d Moscow (EHDC/97), the signing of a. treaty on the partial banning of 

nuclear tests· (ENDC/100/Rev.l), and the. signing of an agreement -prohibiting the 

:placing of nuclear a.rms in outer s:pace (ENDC/117) . 

.As a sympton of this acc;:E?leration vle may me~tion, for instance,, the text of 

the oommuniq_ue published by. the ifui te House on the 17th of this month from. which 

we learned that President Johnson was determined to achieve here in Geneva new and 

greater results on the road to disarmament. To achieve them - he dec~ared- the 

United States will not be content ~o.await :proposals from other :participants in 

order to judge of their acceptability according to the. classical criteria of na.tional 
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The ~resi'ci'~nt b;f:,·t:J;retY~f~·.f~,d.:. -;@:~a.:-~.~--~.::C:pn9unq·ed th~t ~; .:??.}.~e ... :??-~:~~ary, 
.'his d-ei~~ate~i" would ~onie .:tis- ·bear-er'& o·f ne'" :prQposals,-.,of. whic:P. 1ve hav~ alreadi. 

heard the''.::~e:ri;~::t·~i-<out'lines c"iti·: the ·stat~ment IIiade .. bJ: his .4.elega ~ion, ,an_d about ._,_ 

wl;lich :.w·e .are:rim;a'ti.Emt·lY- .:WEd.t·ing. ·to· 'he-ar further· de.tai:Ls; at; forthcoming mef;ltings • . 
' .· . . ;\ . . :~ . ; . .. 

·. lV.lr •·. Johri"s'on:. ha~ thus' showl~f·tb.a;t b;e· is. con,;inded that .. the.· Oeneva. .. Conference . ~hould .. 

· move 1:1i tb ·the spirit.'. of the hist6rical time·s · iri which. we live~ ... and ~hi:l,t e~ch.. 
I) • •· • 

· country 1 s proposd.ls should be· dynamic and capable. of modification a:tp.d·. a,9.ap;.~a.tion~ .. 

, and shoul~. ,fi'b·t 'cortstfi)ute. ''ri~,id, :Ul!lal terable te:X,:tf3 .. 1d:).iCh i~.; pim~'-· yro~l~ ~';e~t~·· new .. >: 
obsta6i~~- on: th~ t road: ·which· they are .called upon .to :si,n6oth.:· out.,, .· .. ; -

.And·:·so; if thexe'.lias :6een' a change in· the world situation bet-vre.~:r:L 4.u0ust 1963. 
' . - . -· - -~ . . ... ._ ~ . . . . . .. . 

: aild'Jariuary 1964,:and. ·if.· it is true .that:.:the relaxation o:r ~nt~rn~t_i¢nal tension .... . 

has become · rnore' pronounced ·even ·du:rirr.e:/ t·his:: C.bnf.erenc.e:1 s :~;·eces.s., -tn. spit~ of tlie 
•• ~ ..... 1. . .• .• • .:·· •• ·: : •• • .•· .. 

tra&:ic disappearance of that indefatigable champion"·:o;r p.eape P~esi_<?-ent Ken~edy·, 

and in· sp"it'e of the black: clouds :which. threatened.to :t::,ai;J:l~+ on,_~h~: horiz;:m, _of that 

international detente of' which he was. one.· of.c~ the ohi.~f .prp;!{at,onists;~ there is 

1. every ·reason ·to hop~ -i1fb_:~t ·more r.e~listic· a:i:J_,d -~onoili~-tory ;p;,~~_,o..~a~s ,will.~~ ~tudied 
from now on.·' It'"i~· ess'en,tia.J_· to ,take ~dv--c:mtage of tl+~. climate of uni:.rersal good 

~-. ' . ~ ' . ' . 

will which now prev~ils; an'd' which has :also ,cmanife£?te<i. ·itself in the. atti t.ude'. of . . . -. . • .. ' . . . .. .~ .. ·· 

Pope Pa"ril- VI~ : .. who cont~m.ies_,·;to· follovl'· t·:J:;te .. lin·e qf p_eape. anci __ harmony initiated ~Y . 

. . •.. .. . -~ . ~; 

~11 this should encourage us to intensify our netotiations and to push them 
·'~-

further ·forward without,_futile fears. ~r ·unfounded p~spicions.,., wi:J;:Q-put illusions 
.. . .. . . . ' /' . 

or undti~ tim:Ldi ty;' · ~\!l'he·'fight for d.isarmament is tqday tl;J.e most sta"I?:J-_(3 pas;L13 fox 

the fight for'' peace~ ·lind. h~nce· .for the ::;ur.vi v.al of·: th~. human racE;).,;.: ..... . 

, .·: .-· Such.' tilis·: al'so the·' sp-iri:t· of· the ~essage. ,,~hich Prj.IJ1~-·~:i,p.ist~;-~r1-l.shc~~~,.·;~~-~,~ tly-
.. ,, . . ' . ... .... ! .• \ 

addressed. to' 'th~·''B:-eads of St:at·e·s .. ··of :various: count;r.ie,s_ 9pncerning a Pact· prphipi t_ing . ~ . . . . . . ' 

the use 'o:r· fo:rb"e': in the" solution of territo,r~ial· con£:lie.:!;,,s~ such ... too ,was the spirit 
. . . ·.· . . 

of th~ reply "'(ENDC/11>9) ·~'llilch -:the' Uri:ited. ·$.ta-tes_-Pr.es.;i:d~l1t, sent. ··to .him~ .. ex_pan_ding 
• . ' -' ' ' ' I •. ' • ' . ·~ ~·· • ·.: .!~ •. 

still further the terms. of the propo'f:;'cil· he. had, iepe:i, ved~ such too is .. the spirit 
. . . . ·. ~ . ~ . ~ .. 

behin~. the e"f·f~:r;ts ·which rriany Brdtish leaders .have. m9-de ,.on ·~- number of qccasions. 

· .. ··.It· i:s therefore ·;true· that peac.eful ge.sture$:,. ar~. bec_qming .. ll!or,e ar;J.d more 

rt:ukero-us and th~:t the· principal Powers :hav&.· alr~cidy, .convinced. thems~:-lv~s of the 
. ' 

us.elessness of. continuine:,. the 'armaments .race. · Tht;ay }lave -already reached, o~ are 

on the point of· :feaching;··the. :stfi:€,'e. whep t4e a~.oumul:.g._t:;L.on .. of nkw •arms in their 

arsenals will, .::Pa:rcid6~ic8.'1ly ;: ; l:i~'come -~ ~h:r?e.a:t .. ~o-.; tlH3 .. uat;j;.p,nc:q/ ~-e~~i ty which they 
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are ai~ng to protect. This somewhat strange situation was faithfully described in 

President J o:hrison 1 s message to the United Stat.es Congress when he said~ 

(read.in English) 

u. • • even iri absence of agreement, 1-1e must not stockpile arms bByond our· 

needs or seek an excess of military poHers that could be provob~ti.;,~ as 
' ' :. 

well as \.J"asteful 11 • 

(continued in French) __, 

t-Jithout any doubt, }£L1
, Chairman, all ostentatious and excessive stockpiling of arms 

constitutes a dangerous provocative factor. 

The Brazil~an d.eleg~tion a~ees "i.Ji th Premier Khrushchev vrhen he says that he has 

come to the concl.usion that~ 

n ••• it .would be useful, while continuing to seek solutions of the problems 
' . . 

. of general disarmament, to multipiy at the Sai11e time all efforts for 

removing seriqus frictions in relations muong States and ·for eliminating 

the sources of tension". 

All these very pertinent declarations, as well as the five very significant 

resolutions on disarmament adopted at the last session of the United Nation8 General 

Assembly (mmc/116, 117), and the :deci~ions taken by the Great Pewets to reduce their 

military budgets, elC?quently point to a new polit~cal consciousness in"the world, a 

consciousness very different from that which reigned before the atomic era and which 

persisted even after the first nuclear explosions. This was due to the fact that the 

astonished world had not immediately grasped the political significance of this weapon 

and all its consequences. The atom bomb was at first considered merely as a bigger 

and more powerful bom?.than·all the others, while in actual fact it Has an absolutely 

revolutiQnary "jlleapon whfch·w~s·completely to upset the world 1s ... military strategy and 
' . . ' . 

international politicai consciousness. This consciousness has nowspread everywhere, . . . . . . . . . . 

through all social strata and to the furthest corners of the world; rendering war 

senseless and impossible and making an absolutely essential necessity ·or .peace. 
. . 

Our. _qonference ±s therefore resuming its work in an atmosphere of hope which we 

must no longer d:isappoint. That is why we are convinced that new ·agreements will be 
., 

negotiated, at this Conference, and not at meetings of a restricted or limited character 

from which :the non-aligned countries are excluded. These countries posse,;s a mandate 

entrusted to them by the United Nations Gener~l Assembly, that is -to say by the world~ 
and they refuse to admit that peace and world secu.:i-ity can depend exclusively en the 
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decisions of a directorate-of Great-Powers. A: .bom:inon peril equally. menacing. nuclear 

and non-nuclear. Pow~~s· implies a COEm{6n resporisfbil±ty in finding soluti6ns capable :.­

of abolishing for ever the peril of ·a universal slaughter. It is this responsibilit:y.· 

that Brazil, a non-:ri:'uclear P6'\.ier./ cannot, must not and does not wish to evade. : 

In order to dein~nstrate tt"l:JmY'ertinent'coiieagues on this Ccinimittee my colintry 1 (3 

constant and active interest. in the urgent problem of general d.isarmaini:mt, I shall 

now have the honour of reading_ o1::.t the, text of an official -communiqu.~ ··dat:eCl. today in 

whic~ my'Go~~inrii~':rit. outline's th~ Brakilian posi tiori iri the current stage·· of 

disarmament negotiations. 

:: ·, 

, ·. n1'b:~ Brazilian Govern\netJ.t. views with satisfaction tbe resumption ·of . 

the activities of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament; it -intends· 

to spar~ no efforts to ensure that 'these' ;a:~tivfti~s· 'Will· lead to positive ... 

results. :Brazil rer~ains ti-u~ to the· ·poiicy it 'b.a:s· falldwea since it. had . 

the honour to be appoint~d· by .the General Assembly to -:take part il'i ·thiS 

Conference. That policy was defined as follows at'one of.the first 

meetings held 'in Geneva~ ~ . .. ~ . . 

q.-Je wish to mB.ke a contribution to' disarmamei:it··;·cansistent with 

.. th~ .' .pri~ri ty ~~e invariably give t~ peace~ in oi.fr. fo:l:-eign policy' 

and we are sure th~t·i'he best w'ay o-r:d.oing s6 is to preserve 

our i'ride'pendence of jud.@hen·f: and the ·authority· of our voice, in 
·.· ·' ' . . .. 

('lrder to lend theni ·to everything calculat'ed·to·promote effective 

and imniedi'ate dis&rmarrie~t:; 'and t~ refuse. them :to everything that : . 

. · .. ni~r~1y ·a:ggfavates. ~oiemids,. emphasize~'- ahtagonisms' . impresses 

.·. ·'·· p.;)_bllc opinion,nr delay~ settlem~nt'B. 1 ·'·(~l'IDC/Pv.J? p·.7)· 

<li':[b_' .ciorifo;mity with thEs-e 'gUidihg i'in~s~ the;· delegation of Brazil will ' 

, act ~:i_:t·h 'the .·gre·atest fi~xibility, ·and. 'be. rea6y to. exploit all ·posSibili t'ies · 

of ·agreement·~ · 'B~~~:i:l ·contfDu~s to·· b~iie:Ve that, wheriever·po:Ssible,·•·any ,- · · 

pr~gress that· is ·ach:Uived· :~;hould. be· inlinediately embodied in spe~ial 
. . \ 

iU:~trum~rits d~sfgn€3d to· bec':ome~ ··effective at once.. Far 'from taking us further 

from the. g(')al we are a:iinirig :·at'·.:.:.:.. ,• that is, general and complete disarmament --. 

·thi~ pr.,~e~D.re would, .on the ~ontr~y, · bring us closer· to it • .- The Brazilian· 

Gbv~rnment ·consid~rs ·that ~e 1nust advance wltl,lout any further delay along· the 

. ' -~oad.~'t.n..;a.ra~s. the totai': E31iln.ination of' all nuclear tests' in order to ··attain . .. . . ·.:!...• 
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the goal set out in the preai:~ble to the Treaty of 5 August, as recalled by 

resoluticn_l908 (XVIII) of the ·General Assembly. 

''Th-~ delegatipn of Brazil is ready to submt concrete proposals on the 

prohibition of underground tests. As' far as collateral measures are 

concerned, there already exist several suggestions on which Brazil 

considers that immediate general agreement cou~d be reached. It app3ars 

to us that this question calls for the uost careful and urgent attention, 

including; among other possibilities, that of a multilater;,:~l pact of' non­

aggression, already suggested by the delegation of Brazil. 

"As regards measures of disarmament p~oper, the Brazilian Government 

thinks that the slight progress already attained in the direction of 

harmonizing conflicting theses gives· ground for some hope and justifies 

new and most earnest endeavours on the part of all the members of the 

Eighteen-Nation Conference. Brazil continues to believe that it woulc1 

be. extremely useful to establish a technicai body \.Jhich might, in many 

.instances, facilitate political decisions. 

"Disarmament, as Brazil _has often stated before, does not concern 

only the great Powers, the nations that hold in their hands the tremendous 

power of nuclear destruction. 1 t is mankind 2.s a -v;hole which faces· the 

risks of destruction, and no State can renain indifferent to such risks. 

"The Brazilian Government, interpreting the aspirations of its 

people, ·firmly believes in the neces·si ty of action in Geneva, and will do 
everything in its power to brLn.g about the results that the 1-Jhole \·J'Orld so 

eagerly desires. 11 

That is my G,vernr;1ent 1 s co!Ilimmique. I should be most obliged to you, 

l'fJr. Chairman, if it could be considered as an official document of the Conference 

and distributed as such.Y 

-----
y Circulated as document El\iDC/121. 
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!;:Tr. de. S.AIJTIAGO (Mexioo) (,transla .. tion fran Spanish);·. Although m_y 

delegation had not int~nded to ta~~e_p(3.rt ~-11 t~day ,·s opening debate, .. ·r c~6t· le/-t. 
' . . ' . ' . ' . . .. 

this opportunity pa.ss w:itho1:-~t asqqyiating myself '.v:i, th the tributes that h~ve been 
' ' • • • • • • •• ' • ••• ! ~, • • .~ ' • • • 

paid to t};le r.iemory of' PrE?sidont K;e111fed.y-'. c·Jho was such an· outs~·ancfing .· upholc~er of 

the. cause. of peace, hc).J:.·,nony and hl.U)an uelfare. Th~' a:eed of hatred ·vJhich cut:· 
• ~ ' , 

1 
• .-. 1 .• • • •• j • •• • ' ' t'. 

short his. ·life .has :pi_sed hin to. thE: .. Peaks of history and nade h:i:-:1 a symbol of 
' I o ' ' •' ! :' o '' ', ' •:: • '••' C• o 

peace and justi,c~ run.ong. aJ..l 11ati_ons •.. 

At the beginning of this.session I express the hope that, without sparing .. 'any 

effort, 1-1e shall continue t~ work ;for a .solution .that. will translat~· into re~i'ity 
the supreme hopes of our peoples and thereby finally ensure.that those V!ho_fight 

:for peace ci?- not die ;in vain. 
' 

-In conclusion I s~~uld like to thank you.~ fir. Ch~irmari, and the he~ds. of 
· .. · 

delegations~, for the w:elcot:le yo~ have given ru.e. 

:.· 

The CHAIRlt.!AN (Canada) : Before I read the co!mi~u..'1iqu6·, I should like to 

put to the Confer:.ence a r,ecolillile:n.dation which has be.en airived at by. the co-Chairmen, 
, ~ 

the representativ~s of the United_ States and the Soviet. Union. 

The co-Chairnen recor.JD.end that the Comrni ttee should hdld: two plenary meetings 
• I • . 

a week, snch meetings to tfike pla9e o.t 10.30 a.ni.. on Tuesdays and Thursdays and to 

be devoted to the discussion of, general and complete· disarmru~ent ~nd 'collat~rai 
L . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

measures respectively; .that.· is_, the Tuesc:.ay I:leetings would be concerned w:f. th 

ge~eral ana,·:.c.omplet~ disarmaJ.!lent·, a~d the -~~,;sd~y rieet~ngs with collateral· 
' I .• . ' .·:.·i,,. •· ; · .. ' : •:'·' , .. , '· 

measures.· 

The co-.Chairmen also recormiend that the Conrrj.ttee shonld ho"lc1 an additional 
....... 

· meeting .~t lp.30 a.m. ,on Friday dur:i,~g the firs-e ·t.;,vo w:i~ks "...::;..: that eis, · thi's week 

and next week -- for the purpo_s·e of gene1~al discussion stich ·_.~S: .we havB had tbc\ay. 

They note that these recor.!li.l!endations .do .not preclude; of course:, ~f,he.··ho1dlng 

of additional meetings at any time the Comrn.ittee might Hish. 

I should like to hear if any representatives have comnents to mruce on those 

proposals~ or any suggestions in relation to themh .. If not, -may I .take. it that " 

the Cormnittee is prepared to accept those reco~nenJaticns of the co-Chairmen? 

I take it they are accepted~ and I vJOuld request the Special Representative 

of the Secretary-General to make arrangements accordingly. 
r 



•, -
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The Conference decided to issue the following communique~ 
11The Conference. of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament to~3.ay 

held its 157th plenary meeting in the Palais des_ Nations, Geneva, under the 

Chairmanship of Ivlr ~ Burns, representative of Canada. 
11The Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United· 

Nations made a statement on behalf of the Secretary-General. 

Tt.After the conclusion of the open part of the meeting, statements were 

made by the representatives of the United States of America, the Soviet 

Union, the United Kingdom, Italy, Brazil and. Eexico. 
' . 

· · "The delegation of the United ·States. of America tabled the text of a 

letter-l/from the President of !"the United ·states of America to. the Chairmari 

•of the Council of.Ivfinisters of the USSR delivered on 18 January 1964, as 

well ;as a·message~/of.President L~don B. Johnson to.the Conference of the 

Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmrunent, dated 21 January 1964. 
11The delegation pf Brazil tabled the text of a communique2/ from the . . 

Gpvernment of ~razil'dated 21 January 1964 for the resumption of the work 

of the Eighteen-Nation. Committee on Disarmamen.t. 

"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Thursday, 

23 January 1964·;· at 10.30 a.m. 

1/ ENDC/119 
2/ ENDC/120 
l/ . ENDC/121 

The meeting rose at 5.20 p.m. 
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