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{comtinued) N
My, V. KCOBUSHKO Union of Soviet Socialist
Hepublics

¥r. R, T. D. LIDWARD United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

Miss Ketherine P, LENRCCT United Stetes of America
Mr. Louis K, HYDID, Jr. United States of America

(Apsent) Yugoslavis

Dy, #. 5. INGALILS World Heclth Organization (WHO)

Mr. 2cDOUGALL E?%@ylkyﬂmhmmaﬁgwd&ka

My, Martin HILL Representative of Secretary-
eneral

HEPCRTS BY DR, WATT AND DR. DICESSIR ON WORK OF UNICEF IN THE FAR EAST,

1. The CHATRMAN opened the meeting snd explained that the Report
of the Progremme Committee, Item 1 on the sgenda (report of Programme

Committoe Session held 2-3 November 1949) would not be ready until noon,

ot

" the Speciel Commititee on the Thildren's Centre in Paris

h

tThe report o

F;

would not be ready before the sTterncon end the report of the Committee
o the ’dininistrative Budget was still in gestation. He proposed that
the Board taeke this opportunity to hear Dr. Watt and Dr. Bloesser report
ox thelr work for UNICEF din the Fey Isst. If the Board desired, the

might afterwards vproceed To the election of officers and committee

soramme Coppd thee or the worln of UNLCEFR in the Far Fast, He would

therefors endesvour nob wo rereat nlmeelf unduly but would aporosch the

subject frow o < lightly different angle snd with scome new material,
P Lome conosrn ned been exprecsasd 2t the slowness with whichk

irg daveloped Tor bhe By ast, Delay wes insvitebls for

various reasorns:  the cowniricy conesrned were nob oo well organized. az
Hese din the West: dochors =nd nosnitels wers mostly confined to urban

centres snd were fovw wnd for Lotween In rursl aress; experts wsre

eresocuplec with thelr immediste work end found it difficult

of this kind; politicel disturbances

synort treds ond finance in most countries which

/had to

i
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had to budget for the maintensnce of lew sand order so meking it difficult
for the Governments to meet UNICHT requirements ess regards "matching”.
Lastly in the Far fast the emphesis was not on emergency measures such as
feeding but on long rsnge medical projects znd the treining of health
workers. Planning for this purpose was slow and had to be undertaken in
cenjunction with the World Heelth Orgenization.
L. The position regarding the development of programmes wes not,
however, zs bed as would avnpeer at first sisht. Fully programmed plans
had bpeen ap.roved for Brunel, Sarawak, and Melaya. Borneo and the
Philippines had also been fully progremmed, but the plans awaited final
approval, Partially progrsmmed plens hed been developed for India, Pakisten,
Hong Kong, Thailend and Indonesia. India was awaiting technical advice
onr a tuberculosis control project which would complete its programme;
Pakistan had plans for a tuberculosis control and a maternity and child
health project almost ready for presentation; Hong Keng was developing
plans for tuberculosis control, Thailand for yaws and tuberculosis control
and Indonesia for y:ws and maternity and child health projects.
5. Still unprogrammed were Ceylon, Burme snd Indo-China. Plans
for Ceylon, however, were under discussion et the moment; there was much
progress in those for Burma and, though no sctive steps had yet been taken
in Indo-China, it was hoped that discussion would begin the nesr future.
The introduction of UNICET in the Far Iest had involved much education,
cutit was hoped that the next vhase would be far more speedy snd that the
further evsilable =llocation would soon be put to use.
6. The programmes fell into & common pattern and it wes hoped thet
money and effort would be put into long-term projects closely related to
the needs of the people and with resl residual velue, for example, campaign
for the control of tuberculosis, yaws and vener: i dlseame,
7. Feeding projects had been started in the Ihilippines, where there
vere some 18,000 beneficiaries; Hong Kong (900 beneficiaries); India where
about 18,000 children were being fed in refngee camps near Delhi; Pakistan
where 2,900 children and 240 mothers were sing fed in refugee camps in
Karschi; Indonesia where 20,000 children ere being fed on the islend of
Lombok in Dutch territory and 3,200 infan! on Jog jekarta in Revpubliican
territory.
. Fellowships hed meinly been impl mented. The system worked
smoothly and placement by WHO was well har led. Some éountries had yet
fo make their nominations, since it wes nc always essy to find the right

type of student. Indis with 14 fellowshi s approved had 11 fellows in

/ . o
/training
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training and 3 to begin in 1950} Pak}stan had referred 4 fellows to WHO
for plecement; Thailend with 7 fellcwships hed 2 fellows glready trained . -
and 4 in training, while one swaited plscement; Hong Kong had selected 6
fellows but not yet submitted their nesmes for appréval; Singapore hed had
4 fellowships approved and one consultant but had made no selectiomns; in
Maleya 6 medical emd 7 child welfare fellows had been approved but not
selected; in Iutch Indonssia 3 fellowships hed been approved and 2 already
trained while in the Republic 6 had been approved and were awaiting;
gselection; 1in the Philippines 10 fellowships had been espproved of which

3 have been placed, 3 recommended and 4 owaiting selection.

g. In India two health vans hed been supplied at a cost of 30,000
dollars to supplement the Governmentls scheme in New Delhi.

10, / The principal effort was being put into demonstration control
vrojects for diseases which constituted major problems of the Far East,

such as maleria, tuberculosis, yaws and n.ro.l ciecacc. In India 1cu§?3§?a

demonstrating malaria control by DDT residu=l spraying of houses and that
country had asked for equipment'and supplies to enable the setting up of
two more teams. Pakistan wes grestly interested in projects of the kingd;
it already had one team and had asked for another. Lestly Thailend had
one team, These control projects represented a combined effort between
UNICEF, WHO =nd the Government concernsd. UNICEF provided vehicles,
laborstory and other equipment and insecticides, WHO sent technical ‘
experts such as maleriologists, entomologists, sanitary engineers end
public health nurses, the Government “matched" by paying the subsistence of
the specielists and by setting up undérstudy teams.

il. A second me jor control project wos that of tuberculosis, Though
it offered grest hope, BCG vaccination was only one aspect of the matter.
UNICEF could help in developing dispensaries or clinics with diagnostic
X-ray and laboratory squipment and public health nurses to supervise
contzcts and patients under treatment in their own homes. Tuberculosis
was very seriouns in the Fer Eest, teking especial toll of children and
expectant and mirsing mothers. Singepore, Hong Kong and Thalland had
shown keen interest in BCG campaigns. In India, Pakistan and Ceylon,

BCG campalgns were already in operation. To & lesser extent such work

was carried on in the Philipnines by United States Public Health experts

in conjunction with the Government.

/12, An anti-yaws
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12, . An enti-yaws campaign wes suggested as the principal medical
project for Indonesia and Theiland. A small medicel sub-committee had

been set up by the Indonesian authorities to develop the plan of
operations. The sub-committee included Netherlands as well as Republican
representatives and would be guided on the technicel side by rrofessor Leiby,
e. consultant supplied by WHO.

13, Burma and Thailand were interested in anti-V.D. projects.

There azgain there wes great need for supplies and equipment.

1k, Internal training was beginning to feature more and more in
Government proposzls. There was a need for teaching equipment and other
special equipment and supplies for teaching hospitals and maternity and
child health clinics. The services of foreign comsultants, including
Mid-wives and Public Health and Dental nurses were badly needed also.
Schemes had already been approved for internsl training projects for
Brunei, Sarawak and Melayes, and others for Pakisten, Borneo end Indonesia
were under discussion. It wes also proposed to set up a rural demonstra-
tion health unit in Menile in conjunction with the University of the
Philippines, the Institute of Nutrition, +hc School of Nursing and the
various Medical Schools. This unit, with Government assistance, would
give a complete training in Public Health. UNICEE was being asked to
provide equipment and supplies for a maternity and child health clinic gng to
send staff (a specialist Pediatrician and a2 Public Health nurse) who would
help to initiate the scheme.

5. The edditional allocation of 4,000,000 dollars should make it
possible to asslist every country in the Far iastern region in developing
proposals for the internal training of Health Workers. Such & schems
might well include the provision of a model health unit and the furnishing
of equipment and supplies for Maternity and Children's Hospitals.
Maternity and Child Health Clinics etc. That perhaps was one of the

most valusble ways of using the additional allocation.

16. Another fruitful proposal discussed with the Indian Govermment
was the establishment in Calcutta of sn international training school

on the lines of that in Peris. The suggestion was that the course

/should te
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should be established in association with the All-India Institute of
Hygierv and Pﬁblic Health in Cslcutta. It would involve some
development of an existing rural unit twenty miles from Calcutta
and the setting up of a new urban unit in Calcutta itseif. The
course would be used by people who already possessed a basic educa-
ticn in maternity end child health. The plan would involve the
provision of additional lecture rooms, and of more library and
museum space and the building up of teaching hospitals to give
better instruction in pediatrics and obstetrics. The Indian
Government had expressed its keen interest, snd was considering a
centribution of 1,000,000 dollars towards the schems if UNICEF gave
e like amount. That sum should mske 1t possible to operate for

five years, after which the scheme should be independent.

17. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands), on behalf of her Government,
thanked Dr. Watt for the splendid work accomplished in the Far Fast
and particularly in Indonesia, where the progremme included feeding
projects, felldwshipsvsﬁd other forms of aid. The Government of the
Netherlands and the Nationalists alike had co~operated in an attempt
to do everything'possible for Indonesizn children. The spirit of
unity and the work of Dr. Watt and Mr. Bergithon, in conjunction with
WHO and FAQ, had turned the programme from a project to a happy
reality. Miss Witteveen wished to express her country's gratitude
also to Mr, Pate, the Txecutive Director who had worked so hard for
the Far East, and to the members of the Board end thelr Govermments for

all thet had bsen dgne to alleviate the lot of children.

18. Mr. LEDWARD (United Kingdam) associsted himself with the
representative of the Netherlands in her tribute to Dr. Watk. Though

most exacting, his work had been fruitful and his achievement showed

what could be done with the resources of the Fund. ~ The effort had been

a snowball and its efféots cumilative in the countries concerned. Before
19&9 hardly any funds had gone outside Europe, but the United Kingdom had
always been anxious that an effort should be made to meet the needs of the
Eagt, Egstern countries were backward in putting forward requests of any
kind, UNICEF funds might be likened to & bag of sweets -~ Eastern Europe was
agile and asking, whereas the Fer East was lame and hobbling in approach.

/Thanks to


nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid


ot

Thanks to the United States and Canads it had now veen possible

e

replenish the swests, To some extent a former lack of halance

schemes had been remedied, but mere could be done in that direc

Would

Tr, Watt's revort had given nuch food for thousht

Ty, Watt's views on the places in the Far Fast where the twyne of work lons

by Dr. Eloesser in China could be underfaien. Another
1ike to put concerned the supply of doc
That provlem might be a bottle-neck affecting WHO, and 1t

interesting to know how far universities and cclleges in

ould te asked to help, The extension of the work Jone

of Calcutta to rural areas and the activizies of Public

gened to him of great significance and he wondered how Tar The

0]

could be callad in.

Universities of Hong Hong
[l ()

e, Lo 3 ERS . -, p 3 >
19. Tr. TSAC (China) said thet, ag the only revresentative of

5]

Far Rastern Government orescnt at the meeting, he wished to thany Tv. ottt

o, 3L —-—

for his understanding attitude and the efforts he

his duties in that area, which was under-developed

of medical facilities and orgenization. The uti

Board should show special congideration ano

"'\r\'r,’:
<OonpRy a

21. The CHATRMAK acked which f the projes

Far Fast was the largest.

vroject and ore for fellowship

£

Ol

g €

the special funds for nalaris coutrol an
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Replying, at the Chairman's request, to the questions put by

representative of the United Kingdom, Dr. Watt said that the question

personnel had rct been discussed with WHO. The need for nurses and

ic Heslth nurses was greater perhaps than that for doctors, and he

wot think WHO would have much trouble in recruiting suitable people.
One international training school in the Far Fast was enough

the time being.  Netional schools, howaver,‘with somewhat different

could well be established in the various countries. The

pivorasities would, of course, be called upon to help in devéloping such

ving schools and would have to provide the services of

‘let doctors and teachers.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Watt on behalf of the Board for his

B Aaats

nhmle report.

Lr, BLOESSER (Chief representative of the UNICEF Mission in

¢iznted himself with the tributes already paid to the achievements

e then seve an outline of the background upon which UNICER
Vet had been acting in China.

in Tecember 1547, with one companion, Miss Ruth Ingram, former

rentor of Nurses at Peking Union Medical College, he had gone into

e Chins on & teachinsg mission for WHO; he had worked there for

g nospitol hidden away in a small village having no

ahiong. That had proved a valuable experience and he had

into conditions in rural China that would otherwise

e In May 1948, he had returned south, and on the

coen Partvnete to have the opportunity of discussing the medical
S vl cooadtity with Dr. Ssu Chin-Kwan, Director of Health for
BIANRE 711 the basis of their talks it had later been concluded

lars get aside by WNICEF for that part of China might

die o oged Tor a medical programme.
tEowes ovident that the sum available would not suffice to

et omilliione of children and mothers who needed help and that more

Pl noaedit weould be obtained if the money were expended for medical

1% owas also evident that neither personnel nor funds would warrant

/attempting
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attempting ambitious schemes of curative wedlicins

doctors, nurses, hospitals, etc. It nad vesn tho
be of gervice in & modegt endeavour to help the Thivese
themselves, by focusing their attention or preventive

curative medicine.

30, The average span of 1ife in
in China it is bhetween 20 and 30 yeesrs: nesyer 25 bthen o0, TR

diseases and infant mortality account for the

Asiatic peoples. Most comnmunicable disea=a ia

of the ordinary Fforms cf communi
ordinary care of the newborn Jde

thought that the necessary techaical

few months by any person oFf ordinary i i
geemed unreasonable to atitenst vure! TIL
and to prooose to UNICEFR and the i

availlavle funds should be uged,

Fublic Health workers,

of ordinary grammer

medical supplies needed to

thirdly, to foster procucilon of pe
locally, especlally ies, s e

3

temanding rapid transportation.

31 The World

-

tne vurpose indicated

TNTORT, ]

3 representative of UNICET, he

China and obtained ready acceptance of 00D orevdsn Ly vy

authorities,

32. In November

20 st&aenwu} and hod

33. o
to act as . S

promising students

it was felt that the courss. o0 0o Sa axariss
2k, Followinz the papil = Wik

£

moved to Peking and the se

year.

digeage

were approximately twenty studernte in

- Y
a2 total of over o0,
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i gained had

T

(Le experience/ been very ve o able It had been found that in
z period of from 3 to 4 months young persons without medical preparation
could bertaught to recognize ordinary forms of infectious disease by
standard laboratory methods and to immunize and vaccinate against ordinary
communicable disease, as well as to apply the standard forms of treatment.
Similarly, such students could be taught ordinary midwifery and ordinary
sanitation, including regulation of water supply, construction of latrines,
scme formg of insect control and food inspection. The knowledge and
experience gained in those ?Wo training courses might prove to be valuable
assets to UNICEF and WHO. By using the most promising trainees as teachers,
the number of trainees would increase rapidly and new centres could be
developed from existing ones. If the plan carries on, China's most urgent
needs for health personnel should be filled in 2 or 3 years. In regard

té training, he emphasized that nurses proved more suitable than doctors

to give the type of training indicated.

G. Tefinite proposals for the future could not be made at the

Ca

present stégeo'ﬂ A new Government had Jjust been formed in China and the
guestion whether and how DNICEF should participate in the activities
indicated would be taken up in due time with the appropriate authorities.

The training programmes would go on, but the expansion and development of
t g prog a g 3

{0

ctivities remained to bte determined. The Government of China already

o~

154 plans for training large - mbers of medical men in the northern

Foet

provirces and elsewhere with whom UNICEF trainees could co-operate.

27, Tre Chinese medical authorities had indicated their desire for
drugs and equipment for an anti-kala-azar campsign. That was a simple‘
and fairly inexpensive matter and offered a field for assistance by UNICEF.
The pressent needsfor production of vacéine and serum were covered.

Ele The gituation in regard to tuberculosis prevention and control
wes as follews: producticn of BUG vaccine was under way and BCG vaccina-
tions had begur in Peking 7 dents'in and Shanghai. In the two first-named

ties, scme 2,000 schecl children had been vaccinated and in Shanghail and

-
g
+

H
¢
fn

o

Tonim

8]

6]

o -

survey of some 160,000 veople had been made. That survey

red that from 2 to U per cent of the people examined were suffering

{rom tuberculosis, On the basis of those and other figures available it
g

might be calculated that China had some 10 to 20 millions of tuberculosis
sufferers nesding attention. Those approximate figures showed something

of the extent of Chinese needs.

/39. He paid
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39. He paid a magnificent tribute to the work that had been carried
out on similar lines in China by Dr. Bethune, a Canadian doctor, who died
there in 1939. He felt that Dr. Bethune's name deserved to be known to

all on account of the excellent work he had done.
40, The CHAIRMAN expressed the Committee's thanks to Dr. Eloesser.

L1, Dr. SUTCH (New Zealand) felt it was one of the outstanding days
in the history of UNICEF: the preliminary organization of relief in an
area extending from Pakistan through Indonesia to the Philippines had been
carried out by Dr. Watt and the foundations for activities in Northern
China had been laid by Dr. Eloesser, whose remarkable story had moved them
all. The members of the Board tended to think in terms of allocations and
finance and sometimes were in danger of losing sight of the humanitarian
aspects of the work. Dr. Eloesser's statement had brought to their
notice the extent of the need for help in China, where a very large percentage
of the women and children came within the purview of the Fund.

Lo, He spoke iu the highest terms of the almost revolutionary methods
used by Dr. Eloesser in developing preventive medicine in an area where it
had not previously existed. The Fund was exceedingly fortunate to have
the services of such a man.

L3, He had been interested to note Dr. Eloesser's statement that
nurses‘were more suitable than'doctors to carry out the type of training

he had initiated in China. Tt should be kept in mind that the most
pressing need in the Far Bast was for technical personnel to train others.
NI He was in agreement with Dr. Eloesser's suggestion that the Fund
should await events in China: it would bg advisable not to take precipi-
tate action and to follow the normal procedure of awaiting requests from

the authorities concerned.

L5, Mr. HYDE (United States of America) wished to add his praise for
the remarkable and heroic work of Dr. Eloesser and his staff in China.

When the proposals had first come before the Board, it had been felt that
in theory the system was excellent. It had now been proved to be effective
in practice and under very trying conditions.

Le, He wished to assoclate himéelf also with the tributes paid to

Dr. wWatt.

/L7, Mrs. SINCIAIR
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L7, Mrs. SINCIATR (Canada) joined in the general praise of the work
carried out by Dr. Watt anﬁ Dr. Eloesser. It was extremely important

for the Board to have the opportunity to meet members of the staff working
“in the field. The reports they had heard were extremely encouraging and
stimulating, énd it had also given tbgm reassurance asg to the type of,people'

working in the field.

L8, Mr. JOCKEL (Australia) echoed the sentiments of the preceding
speakers, in particular those expressed by the representative of New
Zesland. He asked Dr. Eloesser whether the kind of techniques he had

evolved in China could serve as a lesson for other areas in the Far Rast.

Lo, In reply, Dr. EIOESSER thought his experiments would prove of
vallue for any country not having sufficient doctors. He observed that it
was perhaps a little early for the Fund to ask a newly-formed Governmen£

to submit programmes.

50. Mr. TSAO (China) expressed the gratitude of his country for the
great work carried out by Dr. Eloesser unaer very difficuﬁ;circumstances.
51. It waé the policy of the Chinese Government to have guick relief
work carried out, either in feeding programmes or medical projects, in any
part of China, whether under Government control or the control of local
authorities. The need of Chinese children was very great, as had been
borne out by Dr. Eloesser's statement. .

2. In regard to the time element that had been mentioned, fis
Government felt that the Fqﬁd had been created to deal with just such
circumstances as existed today in China; It had been created to deal with
the aftermath of the last war and the present situation in China was the
result of that war and of political disturbances. He felt, therefore,
that the Fund, in consultation with his Govermment, should take action on
the spot to deal with the situation.

53. | In conclusion, he stated that his Government would be prepared to

carry out any project practicable which would help the children of China.

5. The CHAIRMAN said that, in addition to the efforts he had
described with such modesty, Dr. Eloesser had been called@ upon to give
professional services of an entirely different kind. He had been present

on many occasions during actual warfare and, being an eminent surgeon, had

/ ,
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carried out operations often from‘morning till night. He had served the
public cause in many parts of the world: hence his observations and advice
were all the more valuable to the Fund.
55. He agreed that the Fund should give assistance in China for the
carrying out of a planned programme presented by the authorities of the
country. From Dr. Eloesser's remarks, it would appear that plans vere
already being worked out and there was thus & possibllity of the Fund being
able to render real service.
56. In view of the inevitable time lag between the allocation of funds
and the actual commencement of operations, he urged that an effort should be
made by all in the Organization to spéed up the discussion of plans. Their

motto should be to proceed as soundly as possible and without undue slowness.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

57. Mr. WAGNIERE (Switzerland) proposed that the countries represented
on the standing committees of the Fund, namely, the Programme Committee,
the Committee on Voluntary Contributions and the Administrative Budget
Committee, together with the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Executive
Board and the Chairman of the Programme Committee, should be re-elected.

In view of the stage reached in the activities of the Fund and the decisions
to be taken regarding the carrying on of its work for children, his dele-
gation felt it would not be an appropriate moment to make any change in

the Fund's Officers and Committee Members.

58. The CHAIRMAN cobserved that, according to rule 36 of the rules of
procedure, a sscret ballot was necessary for the election of officers and

committee members.

59, Mr. HYDE (United States), invoking rule 60, proposed that the rules

of procedure should be waived.

60. Mr. Martin HILL (Representative of the Secretary-General) stated
that the Secretary-General offered no cbjection to the waiving of the rules
of procedure on the occasion.

The proposal of the representative of Switzerland that the existing

officers and committee members be re-elected was put to the vote.

It was adopted by 14 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.

2/12 p.m.
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