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-INTEENAT.J:OWAL -~:W0~-

By Frank G •. Boudreau, M.D. 

--- ·: · :~- .tot.a:J..~r; -~1-s~as_e and. health:·o:f_-aol~~r .. ~d·civi~ia:q. aJ.~~!~e potent 
~, 

wea.pon:s :wh:teh··my .:tum the· .. baJ.a.n:ee•·to .vi~to:cy~: or defea-t.; Renee., the prevalence 
, ~ • • • • • r 

! . 

_'·of--food available:;- the· state :Of nu-trition: ot- the people;' 'the- oqnd.itipns of 
' 'f • ' ... • 

· housing,;- ~ tJ:ie- adequacy of. ~lotp.ing; _the s~~rci ty, . or.: ~~und~c_e of: :Ch11(3~, s_erUl!ls, 

. a:tia.'vaccines', .of·antis~ptibs :and -dishuoecta.r'it-8, ·of soap and ·~s.ept pQWcl:er -

·-information'on· eac.B: or-: these·.subJ-ect~>":i.e ;restrict~d'by coun~ries at :war and 
- ' 

~ .. ~ -;.., l t.-1 ~ 

just as eagerly collected by ever.y:mi11tary.mtell1gence service. Disease· and 
• 1 • • . . ' • - • . . l ..... ' l) ' ~ ~ ' ' • . ' . 
·health of civil!ans·-and _armed forces ·have aJ:way~ been-'great.asset~ or llabilitieo 

..... ~ . ' ' ' . . - ' 

but:_ ... :fu 'mOd.ern: war:· they" ·have be co~ more p6tent. than ever~- becaus~. the: speed and 
' . . 

volume of transportation have multiplied the posaibillti~s 'of spread'ing disease, 

~dimederri·acien~e-'hae-,giveh us-new:ke~ns e>f ~6nt~~ll1ng:epidemi;ca and of 

pro~tittg healthe-·, Typhus· fever )is the. d:lB.f!JSi(:' ,eXamPle of·-an·infecticms 'disease 

:whieh ·.rise's to' its greatest heights. in the . condi tiona Oi acaroitzy' and : confuBion 
. ...... - . . 

"oOOe.sioned by."-waz-..-.: :"J:t:,is' hardly debatable,-"'· s·tates :zineser, "that :the ·power 
l' • ' ' -

of Napoleon -was ·bro~en by di'sease (~inl;Y' "t;Yphus) ·more. e;ffectively· ·thi:u1 by· 

mil.i,:tB.ry·~ppositi~ri:or. ~ven ~y:Trafalga;. 11l.l · 
: ~ The. .. Cnisa·ders _: foiind- in .. 'dtsease .e.. lllUch lllOI"e powerfiu>enem;v' ·:than 'in. ·the 

~- J II" I 

... ' .t. ' . ·-
saraeeri.s:,- and scilr'Vy'. ~s as potent as ·th,e infec-tions. · .: How~ver; 1 t- 1~ not .. 

_-ne·c.essary·to go back -to· the'·.c:rusades~ or to:Na:poleon._to f~ gioim 'evid~nce of . . 
·th.~ 'clestr.u-ct1Vetl.'6S:S- .o:f' typhus fever. and- scurvy 1 , f.or both. operated. 'On .tha 'Ii:dli tary 

and: civiiiah- fronts I during. the last ·'War ·and" eould we out ·lift 'the . ve'il' of C· -
t- ..__ ... • "t- ' - ' 

;*-.Beprbted. f:t'om Ra±-l;~:at E" Dart~; .Editor,· El£ne-'ero 'ij! Wwlt:J: Order, Copyright 
-1944 by Colllll:!bla University Press, New York. · 

- _,""}:.- . ..... ,. : ... ~: .~ ' t ' ...... 

Ll Hans Zinsser, Rats, Lice and History (LOndon·, Rti.tl~.dge, 1935) 1 p·. 164. 
- ' . • "'·· •' ! - - .. ' -. 
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11rooent war_,._reacly·to ~ li~ ~cl:veJi~gc(·of. the.d.ieorqer ·and. contusion 

oaca~ioned. :by d:efea.t· • .,_ 

Post-War· He!q. tl1 Conditions 

I.nfectious ~d det'ioiency. di·sea.ses .will_be th~-,mo~~ ~d,ia..te _ _'an<l acute 
• .. ..... .,. -~ _,. ~ • • .'i ' ' ' ' ,"!. • 

pqst-wa.r problema til the ~P~ S:Ild·._Far:~~t~rn .. coun~~i~s ~~oh. ha.ve_been 
• • ,,_ '<I" • • • • ' • 

· OCC®ied bY: the eheirV•·;. The_ stage'nas~;been S~t for. epid~~.?a o:f t!P}lUS fever~ 
. - .. . . -

dysentery:, cholera., and many_ other ipfectione, such as bubonic. plague, ~ilpox; 
0 • • • ~ • • • ~ • , • ' • • • • • • r- • 

relapsing fE;lver, 'diphtheria; and typhoid fe~r, rre.y at any tinie-~esume epidemic· 
. . ' ' ' . : • ·.. . t • • . . . ' . 

proportions ... , in the Medi terranea.n and Pacific areas malaria is a.J.ready, recosnize 
. ·~ . .. • '" ' ... • l • • .. .. 

as a ·powerful ene~ of' our armed fo:t;~e~ and 11JiiJ,y in the long ~ cecom.e. one' of• 
f-, ~ .. o ,;; 0, TV ~ o! O 

0 
, o I 

the mo·st serious post-war disease prol>:"leme .. 
- ' . ' .. ., 

Nutritional deficiency diseaa~s Will ,be second ~·immediate 9·oncerri Oilly' 
• ~ .- ' • ~ \ ! .- ·- • • ... "' • 

to epidemics of ~ectio~s· disea~s, and their ultiiiia.te' oonse~uences Ira.t, be of 

even greater· significance• 
' . ' . . 

Housing ·and clothing will be of ilnmeC:iate and )r~ssing ~r~e. 
. "' . ' .; ' ._ . ' . ·. . ' 

Overco~d,. poor4r heated, unsanitarY housing predisposes .to disease; ... . -
' . \ '· ' ' . . ~ 

• 4' J ' insufficient or unsuitable· clotliing fails to protect the body from exposure to 
' •• ... •• ~ ' t'" ~ ·- ~ : -. . ' 

heat-·and cold or to maintain cleanliD.ess and to prevent the lousiness which is 
' ,o • • ,..., '1 I ~- • '" • • > • • "' ~ • ~ "' -

the han'dmaiden of typhus ·ana relaps+ng f~vers •. 
' .. • •• '. • • • ' - : ' • ~ .. . • !' .... 

Populations of countries lib~rated from the 'en~n\y w1lf. suffer from}(he.lack 
- '~ ~ .1 ' • • • ' ' • ' ' ' 

of medical care.. There will· be a soarci ty of .doctors and nurses, of. food' and 
. • ... .. ~ , • .", .~ . • • • • , I 

drugs, of ~ospitai ac~ommodations, of ·dressings and soap, and of antiseptias •. 
. . . . .. ' .. "' . . .• . ' . ,.. : . .· . 

All tliis we know from history •. We. :have but to look baak to the last war 
. "- . ' . ), . . " . . ' . ' . .. _ .. ., . ' " ; ~ "':' . .., - -· .. . ' 

and ita ait~rmath to aP.Prec;tate 'the cbaraater of the probl.eiD.J3 vhicli will ·!face 
~ . . ' . ~ -- . .. - . -. . " . . ' .~.: . . . ' . . . 

the liberated· c6~tries and the United Na:£iC?ns Rel.ief' and Rehabilitation, . ' . - '., . . . .... - ' {. .,.. ~ . 

Administration when the Axle forces have been driven out~ . But history gives .us 
.. ' ' . . : . ' ' . ... ' . . . ~ ' . . . . . ~ 

no yardstick With· which· to forecast the' dimensions of' these problems •. After the 

las~ wa~; 1n _proportio~·to the magni~de of the disruption_and.destrUction, 
. . . ' ' . . ' .. ··. ..... . ; ., : . . ·.· . . . - \ . ' ' ' 

epidemics we're gre~ter t~n eve~ before.. bne ·might therefore. ·expect disease 
. . 

- . \ . ' 

prevalence. arid ep1deln1cs. to: ·be as mueh. ·greater· after. this war as ·this war lias 
. . . ' . . 

been vaster and more dest-ructive than the first World War. 
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There is r however·, a nov· fc.ctor to be cons j d!7red - the. recent ra']#d 

advanc~s .~n _me,dicine and p1.:blic health, which .make it possible· 'to prevent and 

tr~at ~n.Y of the no_st 'ieyorto...."lt infectious and deficiency disease-s 'far nore

effec~ivcly than in 1920. The almost niraculous resUlts of the. sUlphonenidos 

and penicillin are known to everyone who reads a nowspap0r. Lousiness, the 

_pla.gi}.e of the trenches and n~litcr:r fronts, can be l'10re readH~.r controlled than 

ever before by new agents ond. nethods vrhich r:J.B.Y 11l tina.telj ner>.n tho death blow 

to ty-phus fever; a11d gJ.~cat advances have been nude in tho individ1wJ. :prophylaxis 

and troatncnt of the diseo.su-itself. 

Granted rm efft;ctive civ::!.l o.d:.:linistration to control nover.J:~nts''· ;f population 

and to :provide for ba::dc htnan needz, oc ionce no.,:,r reduce the· pcr:t 1 of post-wl'r 

epi.dE!nics t_o n. shc.clovr of its forner dinensions. But is is possfble thc.t 

' 
nilitnr;; collapse of the .\xis nny throw· occupied c.nd enen;:r coun·tries into such 

conf'usion that thoro will ba little ch::mco to use ouch o.clvcnccs offectjvely. 

All wUl np.;r.ee that in the liGht of h:istorJ and the nbsonce of :POsitive 

lmowle<4;e concerning the future, plans nust be I!l['.de to dool pronptl;y and 

effectively with inf'octious diso3.Sos likely to b.:;cone opidenic, to :provide 1'ood 

a."lc~ nutrients for thoso sufferj_ng fron r.utri tionc.l deficien·;jies. to restore onrl 

purify WQtor supplies, ~x,d to re-establish national end local neaLth 

adninistra.tions ns r~:pid.ly o.s -possible. Hn.ny other health :Problet1S nuot be 

solved, but these are the post pressing nnd the nost acute. 

Nee dod Post-W"...r Health !4ensures 
- . ;- ., 

•• ~. j - • ' - ,· '' . 
In order to solve these :Problens effectively the i'ollowing neo.surcs m-e .. ' -~. .,. 

necessary: 

L National health o.Oninistrations nust be prepared to net .together 
~ \ ~· -~;-.~: ··~ ·,;, ; . ''' . . .. ' . ' .· .:- . . ~ ' .. 
j~~t D.G closely n.s tho Allied arnica in North Africa and Sicil:·. There 

' :· ~ . -.~ ·:... . ~ ~. ·~ : .· . . . . . :_ ~ : '• :~ ; ;' . ·. ·- : . .. . --~ ... . ~.. . ·- . 

nust be canbined chiefs of health just o.s there are conbined chiefs of 
: 

0 
;, ~ 

1
, .•, / ..,• ~ ' , I .. o •' 

0 

• < • "r;, I i ' 1 , , ~.-

amy ,stnffs. E:pidenics are not linited by :political frontiers, and 
• : ~--· ~' :- .... ~ . .! .• _.: ''l.' j'_ '·2: .. ;!'J .. (.:t '~-: .:·__ . ; - . . \. ,: ~ . . ' ~ ·:t ... · .... ; . 

w:J:tl~?ut _closely co-9rdino.ted action .by the diff'erent heo.l th adninistrnt5.ons 
. ~ • • • -. ~ , '£ l- :;; • : l· . . :'. _'r : • • • ; ::.·. ~ -- • ~ ; r 

the danger of n. "brea.k throuch" is greo.t. 



E/lJ.jP.ELjw, 4 
·Page 5 

2. There must be~ c~plete and effective,system of _epidemiological. 
- '' :i '- ' ' ' -' ,, - ' . -

intelligence_, receiv:in~ from the different countries accurate . 

reports on the prevalenbe of d.is~as0 and warnjng all health forces . ' 

of the size, direction of march,_and position of the enemy. Such 
--

a system must work accutately and rapidly, for failure to recogn1.ze 

a focus of typhus or to warn of its presence in time may lead to 

disaster. Specialists :ln dlagnosis sho!lld be available, the most 

rapid means of transport must be used to hospitalize patients; and . ' 

wireless, cable, and telegraph employed to warn of impending danger. 

Rapid and compl_ete means; of communication are Just as esl;lenti~l to_ 

the health services in epidemic prevention as the Signal Corps is 

to the Army. 

3, Epidemics cannot be prevented unless doctors, hospitals, and 

laboratories are availabie in the :r-ight places at the proper time. In 

the confusion following collapse and defeat, doctors, hospitals, and 

laboratories may not be sufficiently numerous in areas where the health 

problems are likely to be most acute. Hence reserves of doctors, mobile 

hospitals, and la~o~atories must be ke~t an call. 

4. Drugs, serums, vaccines, anUseptics, disinfectants;· and means 

of destroying lice on human bodies and in clothing and bedding must 

bE:: stock-piled. ~ugs must be labelsd in terms ·,.rhich doctors from 

the different countries will und·$rstand. Units and dosago of serums 

and vaccines must be standardlze'd intcrnatfonally so that differonca.s 

in notation and unitage in prod~cts from different countries may n~t 

lead to confusion, 

5. Nutritional deficiency diseases, malnutrition, and hunger 

capnot be overcame effectively merely by providing supplies of . . . ~ 

fooQ., Deficiency diseases and malnutrition, like infections,_ must , 
- -

be_ sought out, their e~act nature identified and appropriate _ 
~·~~· ·,~·,-·· ~._. ,._ - ._ 

treatment (in this case nutrients in f~od o~_more conc~ntrate~ 
,. " 

form) provided. In order to restore the hungry to health it is 
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necessary to give them a balanced diet, and to do so requires a 

·study ;or. ~he ·.,:fpoq~.l-wal:J..y _available as _well as prevail:tng food 
• • • ~ t 1 , ' : .. ·, ·~ ' , ' • , ,I • ' , ., 

:habits ... There. mu!3.t .. be so~~ agroeDl(:nt as to dietary standards for 
• :· ,, l ..... • 

.•' ' 

different age groups and occupations. Measures of this kind cannot 

;be imprQvised; . t):\~y must rest .on or_ganization,. study, .and 

experience. 

6. ·Vast numbers of, war. prisoners and of civilians in enemy . . . . 

industrial .Plants · o:r c.onc~.n tration camps,. as ~ell as millions who 

·:Qa.ve been ev:.acuated from the,ir homes, will require relief and 

repatriation.. ·The problems of transport, shelter; and clothing will 

·have to .be so~ved. ra;pid.ly.J. econon:-1cally '· and with. due regard to the 

·health and welfare of the'?!3 displaced. persons. 

7. · In.o~der to.cope with these and many other health problems, . '· ' . . . 

effective. health so_ryices national, s~ate, and local - mus,t. be 

rec·onstituted or ~~stabli.shed anew. In .certain Far Eastern c'ountries 

or reg::!.o~s e.mergoncy .ho:'.ll.h. services must be imJlrovised., whiie in 

some Europea.J:l countries. existine; health .. servic;es need .only appropriate 

assistance and support.to permit them to take up anew the 

responsibility ()f d.iseaS'e. prE:lvention and. health promotion~ 

~erience Accumulate4 by th6 Health Organization 
of the Loague of Nations _ 

The Health Organization of the League· of 'Nations. has accumula~ed a 

-vast expe~i~~c~ in ~clihs·~rltll.oo.ni'thlProbi:)rar 11J:o. :thooc~ oonq~ib-cdiooovo', 
.... 
and it has buht up ~ great· co-ordinated. system of epidomiological, 

intelligen~e ,·which, before··_ the ~ar' stretched around the w.orl<I. and 
. ' 

to every quarter of the globe. The ~athways still .r~mriin although the 
. . 

traffic has greatly diminished, and it wiil be much easier to .renGW the 

traffic along·'~s.tablished pa:ths than to liew out new puthways. ,This 

applies equally to almost every activity of the League's Health 

Organization. which represents the result of years of hard work and 

difficult pioneering endeavou:r. 
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Certain activities· and e.xp'0tlonct/s of the' Health ·orgahtzation bE;ar 

wHh particular force· upon situations which -are eX]?ccfcd. to arise whon 

hostilities coaso~ 

E;pidemic Dise-a:se Control. -%10 following is a description of epidemic 

conditions immediately aftvr the first World War. 

Of tho many difficult problem.s Yihich confront~d.'the.newJ.y 

establishod L.sO.gt:ttJ ..... none wa.s moru difficult than thic problem 
. . 

of disease'. The war had d'ostroyod or d:i.so:tga.rliz'.1d tho machinery 

of ':Prevention in many countr J')S. Now countries with now frontiers 

had boeh ostablishsd. Tho movofucnts of rcfugQ.0s and troops .• carrying 

w:i.th them tho seeds of epidc.m:i.cs · sowGd a crop of :Postiience in 

many hitherto :Immune counttj.es. Tho harvost·was not long in 

coming, and soon Europe found itself overrun'with o:pidomj_cs of 

tYJ)hus and relapsing fevor, cholera, and smalJ.po:x:; which not only 

ravag:.;d Eastern Europo but throatnned also to overwhelm tho West. 

- ,. 
Immediate ·action·was forced upon the League. There was no 

. . ' ~ 
time to set up elaborate machinery •. Tho d0fences ·or the new : 

t ' ' . ' . ..,. 
countries must be strengthened immediately if Western EUrope was 

to be savod.-froin the r~;v~ges of ·disoase. Sq a.n-.Epidom;ic Co.mmission 

wao or(:lr:u::tizQ.d, cons:lsting of afow ox:porienced pub~ic health . .. . 
officers •.•... At the suggestion .of the Leaguo the Government 

. ' , ·.... . ' 1 r ,. ,. ..: . . 

of Poland called the now histori9 conference of Wars~w (1922) 

to securo united action 1)y thEJ various health administrations 
' ~ -·· 

agains.t the common onem.y. . .... New princ jplos_ o~ intern~tional 

co• oparn.t:i.on were establish:'Jd; now fnoedom of' communication b:;tween . . : . . ' ·. ' 

national health services becaJ:l'lB tho nccopted order. A nnnibor of 



I 

bilateral s!mitacy comrentions were negotfated, most of them 
: ,·.: :,. -~.:·.: .. ! .. :-··H· :.~:.':-·~·.'AOO~ ·_.~~ ,·\ _;·:.::~ ~- ~~ o,o;o •. ~ .·, 

containing a clause 'providing ~or recourse to t~e Health 
: : .. :: ... _.: · .. :.' ";' ', .·.· . .. ';· . . . •' . 
Org~izatio~ of tb.e·Leeglie in case of differehces.aritling·i~ 

re~~rrl.,~o- th~i~·iri~~rpr~t~ti6~ -~r ~pi;iicnti~. ji 
'·. • • :; ' •. '• • • '! ,' • • • ' ' ... ' • • ~· • ' ' .. • • ' ' ,,.' • '. • i • ... ~ • ' ' . I ' 

Shortl;r at:tertvaids the Epidemic Conmiission, :forerunner ot the Leaglie 1 s 
. . . . . 

Health.Orgnnization, was called upon to deal with epidemics of smallpox, 
,. • , • • • • • • I 

c~olera, and typhoid which had been introd~ced i~to Greece by hor~3S of 
.. 

refugees frOm l~sin "Minor after the cor.lclt:.Sion ·of the 'war with Turkey. in 
i 

... . . . . . . : . . : " 

and. ~tudents who 'broUght~ these diseases' quickiy under control by yaccinating 

more~than half· a mil]jon refuge~s against the~. 

'Here we ho:ve. the combined chiefs of health services, ani tho~" mobile 
. . I 

.. .. .. 
reserves of doctors' nur~es' and 'students.: In Poland b.nd "els~·The!'e ori the. 

. • .. • . • . . ' .: t :, l . 
Eastez:n bor'J.er of Euro~e, mobile hospi tals:··were ,·used.. nnd. other fabiii t:te·s 

. . : ' . . . . . . . . . . . . :. . . . . . . : 
inprovised· to isolate Dnd treat the oi~k. ::_A most important :m.emJ.S

1 

of 
,, . • . I . 

prevention was a sanitary barrier ( cord.on ~sanitaire} through which. refugees 
. . - . . 

we~e ooligeci to :Pass to ~et to their··:h.omes. · ··This enabled ned:ical 1 inspect'ors . . . 

the bodies, clothing, ~1d oedd~ng.ot th~ ·refu~ee~: 

But. it was ais'o necessaX.y to set u:p a. t:!Y.~:t_eni.9f epid~m.icilog:icDJ.. 
I, 

.. :· _:. . • : . ' ": • . <i.' ' . . . i . . 
intelligence whereby all _perso~s wit~ ~ertnin· di'se'aEi6'E'f"W6uld' b'e ·repol"ted,. ond 

Dl.l health agencies in nea~~Y. areas' notified of their-existence. IT4e'Waroaw 
.: :. ,, 

Confer~nce i~· 1922 opened the ~ay by.makirig ~ossible the comm~~ic~ti6n.of·such 

information direcily between the nationc.J. .neaJ.t:n se!'Vlces· and. between t.hese . -·· ' 

.·. 
such cor:iJ:n.unic_ati?llS .. had pas~ed· tp_;rough .:the res]_:)ective foreign oTf'ices with 

,. 
~. •, 

delays that• muy be' inngined. Thi~ · ~esul t of ·the warsaw vor.w:·erence 

he~:pe-Q. 'to· tv::uto' poomlbl.e the· d6:v9lb:pr:l.ent q:f' the. world.-wide eyst0n q:f·. 

6pidom61.og:1cal. i...~tolligence :which t-To.s e.sthbl.ished _by 'the :£.?oguo .. i Begun 
... _ ' ,.. . 

e6on n1'ter the. first."h"orl~War, :tt grew .steadily until it 

jg F. G. Boudreau, "'International Health \fo~~/' ·P;r;"'~£e'd1:ngs or. .the 
Academy of Political Science, XII (1926), 381-82. 
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covered areas holding 80 per ce~t of ~he world's population, ·and·was adaptofr to 

the special needs of regions _like t-he Far East. The_ Health- Organiz.ation of th~ 

League and-its eastern burea~t at ·Singapore we:r:o written into -the International · 

Sani ta.ry Convention ( 1926} and were thus legally authorized by internationo.l 1~· 
- _; . -~ ' 

' to perform tho duties of col~~~ting reports of certain disease~ and of making 

the approprillte. notifications·4 Before Japan t9ok over Malaya the Singapore 

bureau was rccei ving from more than· 180 ports in, the -Far Eest daily and )V'eokly 

reports on the occurrence and Bllrcad of the chief ellidomic diseases'. These 

re1>orta came in by cable; wirele~a, and the mails. Summaries of the reports . -
were broadcast d~ily and weekly by tw~lve wireless stations_, so tho.~ ,Port healt: 

officers, national health services, ships at· sea, and planes. in -flight c:ould 

pick' -them Ull· An equally effective· but loss rapid system was established in 

' other pcrts of" the "l-Torld where in. peacetime the heed was less urgent. In., 

addition Gencva·was in close touch with the :P~ American Sanitar,y Bureau, the 

regional health'bureau at Alexandria, and the Austral-Pacific Bureau in 

Melbourne, tho latter an off-shoot of the singapore bureau. That bureau is no 

long~r functioning; and mar..y govermoonts ere withholding .their reports from 

Geneva because of. the war. But the routes hav:e bocome -established so that it 

will be easier to start traffic rolling over th0m asain than to ~uild new route: 

Biolog;ical Stdndo.rdization. Serums, vaccines, and certain vitamins and 

drugs cnnnot be measured lllere~ by weight owing to variations in their 

composition (that· is,: the potoncy of similar amounts)·. To en_sure their proper 

use, it is ncceosary to moo._oure their effect on laboratory nnimo.ls and -this-' 

cffoct is expressed in units. Such units are allt•to differ markedly from· 

countr,y to country, so that a doctor using diphthcri~ antitoxin manufac-tured in 

another countr,y ma;r be misled. SUch ·instances actua.lly happene4 after. the last 

war, and this led tho Health Organization,to embark on thb international 

standardization of such biologicals. Whqn war broke out some twenty-seven of 

tho biological preparations commonly used in medicine had been standurdi~ed by 

groups of sciontists from·ditforent. countries working under the su~ices of tho }.)_ . . ~r 

Leaguo. After agreement 

11__ In 1943 the list included 15 curative or I'rotoctive sera, 9 hormones, 
~ "\'T'"' +!"'"WW--tY'IIc:-t onrl c; "+},t:!l.....,.. ;~"""",,.,~ n +....._+n1 "..P "!))I ~....._o..,.n+-..f 1"'\T'IICY ,-.ATr'l"mnn1"'1:r 11c::!r-.A ofT\ 
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had boon roached by tho scientists concornod an ~ho dcfinition'of a standard 

unit~~ 6~ tho moons of assaying it, ,tho snfe·kooping of tho international 

stun~~d,~as_ cntru~tcd to a_nationul_laboratory; acting on bohall· or·thc 

.Loo.guo ·of Nations~ The ··various governments would then send sam-ples of their 

natiena-!- sta.ridurds to' tlio ,.dosigruitod laboratory, whore the sample was compared 

with 'tho _intorrio.tiono.l stondurd; und they would ulso receive samples of the 

international stnndo.rd for c~mpo.rison in their own lo.boro.torios with tho 

n~tion~;tl stundo.rd proiJo.rations. Tho throe nti.tionG.l lo.boro.torics:·:·cominonly 

.ontrustod'by tho League with thia work :woro'tho Serum'Iriotitutc in Co:ponhogon, 

tho Modicd.l Research Inoti tutc; · in Hnm:pste:ud (Englcnd)-. arid tho National 

_Ronl~. In£JtitlJ:tb i~ Washington, :D.c.·, ouch spcciniizlDg. in:-po.rtibulur 

prciJu;-:;.~i?ns~ Mony_of tho~o intcrno.tiono.l stundurds have boon wpittcn into 

tho United Stb.tos Pharm.o.copoic.. The importc.JJ.Co of such stund:fJ.I'di·zo.tion' is-

illus~~~ted.~y ~h9 case of_ a·mun with diabetes who is obliged to' travel from 

count~y t9. country. :Because of the Lcnguc t s work in thio field ho con bo 

o.s8l.¢od_ that .tho insulin he needs will be cquc..lly effective wherever ho goes, 

and_ his d,octoro know that tho dosage r~o is' SU'P'POSOd to USC Will- BOt.-diffcr 

·.from-· oric country to t:mothbr.- . 

This.work of biological standardization has boch slowed down but not 

will bo _roa.dy to opcra.tc norma.J.lY. a.gain. 

Nutrition. When the ·outbrooJC' ·0f.· wo.r broug}Xt li\mlY-. <i!;f.: · i,.ts· acM vi t'i.ca. to 

do!Jondoncios. Thcso· comni:ttoca woro ·.concerned with tho -formu;L{ltion<of 

nattonal nutritional_ policies ba.sod on dietary stu~io~ nnd tho appraisal of - . I 
the state .. of nutrition. One of the princ:i,pa.l. roco:rr.mcndationfi! of1 tho Up.itod 

Na.tioi_ls Conf~rcp.co on Food an_d Agriculture a.t Hot SIJrings was thb.t such 

I Nationnl Nutriti<?nal Orgnniza.tions should be sot up in every country, and tho 

proJoc~od P~rmcnont Organiza.tion for.Food and Agri~ulturc was advised to make 
'I . 
I 

uso or tho na.tion~l nutrition committoos_which nlroa.dy exist. In addition 

~ho-Louguc hnd sot up a ta.blo of dietary otaOdurda.through a. combittoo of 

IJhysiologists, physiciuns. und b'iochcmists which met imdor ~t(l a.us!Jicoc., Thcso 



thA f'il"et .tiine'.in history an 1nternat1onall.y recosnl.zed .frame c>f'. reference for 

dietarY studie.s .and r~u.trements •. Btd¥1ng on this work of the League of 

Nations •. th~_FQQ_<l,~ ~tritl~n ~ard _of the National Research·Coimcil in this 

,r.cmn+.l"v has a.donted new dietarY standards or allowances which take account of 

ad:ir.ancea in the science_· of nutrt tion since lihe League standards· were formul.ated 

.in 1936. The League and Ihtem.attonal. LabQur Office have published ma.ny other 

studies on tb,e subjeqt of nutrition; among· them, Workers • Nutrition· and Social 'L!!. . ·~-····.· b. 
Polley, _Guiding Principles for Studies on the Nutrition of Populations, 

. . I . . ',, . '•' • •· • : . : ·!§.. 
FQod Constl!!!Ption. and, Dietary. Surve1e. in the _Ame~icas, and, moat notabl.e of 

all., .the Final. Report of the Mixed Committee o~ the Le~e of' N~rions on the . . . . li. 
~el.at-ion of Nutrition .. to Health, f!.Br1culture, and Economic Policl• · It is 

. . ... 
l,"eadil.y apparent that the work of ~he Leagtie in the field of'·nutrition, 

toaA-ther vi t.h its widesnread system or llational nutrition committees, can be 

of the grea~at. value to . the Unlted Nationi:J Belief and Rehabll1 tation 

Adni1.n1etratlon and the. projected United Nations Permanent Organization for 

Food .end Agriculture. 

· fl· .IntQrnatio~ ~bour Office. Workers' Nutrition end Social FOl.icy. 
Studies and Reports, Series;& (Social and-Economic ·con,ditiona), Bo .. 23. Geneva 
1936. 

l:i . E. J. Bigwood, Guic'!.ips Principl.es for Studies on the Nutrition. of' 
PopW.a.tions •. Health Committee, Tec,bnical. C0111Diss1on on Nutrition. -League of 
Nations Publicat1Qn_(l.939, III.l). 

1§_ Robert Morse Woodbury, Food Cozw.mwtion and Dietary Surveys in the 
.Americas; Results·, Me'\ihods. ·Report ·presented by the• Intertiati0ii8l~Labour 

. ~ffice to. the . Eleventh ~~ American Sanitary Conf~rence ~eld in Rio de Janeiro, 
7-18 Septembor; 1942.. Mon-treal.,_ International Labour· Office, :1942. 

/1 League ·or Nations,. F1n8.1. ~tep<?rt·· of 'the Mixed Colmnittee of ·the League 
of Nations on tlle Relation of Nutrition to Health _ !culture and Economic 
Ppl.1cy. League· of Nat_iona Pub~cation 1937, _ II .• A.lO • 
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_T~cb11.ica). . .q(jnm:li_it~t=-;.f!• .. ';l:he-~~a@..le .. h~d. -a.leQ ·aet up many iri.tetna.tional. 

.-~qmmitt_~e~ .. ~f _,experts_~iP. different fi8lds .of health a:Gd.med-:!.cine-.! · -The Comm1 ttee 

, - , , ' I '. • , 

on the Hygiene of Hou_edng -brought -together: the. latest' ini'Orrnat!on :on economical'. 
•• , • A 

' 

and_ £?f_fect~v~ methods of const;r.:uctiz;1g -hee:lthful housing; · Under :League 
I 

s~imulation. similar: committees were set up in. diff~rent .. countr5.es:. T"ne studies 

.~4 reports of the American Committee-which works under.t~e·auspi?es of the 
. . . -·· . . . - . I 

. American Public Health_ Association have been freely used 'and greatly appreciated .. ' . . " . 

by our ~a~i~n~ _and lqcal housing a_sencies 1 . W.nen Unitea:1~at:to-ris ~eiief and 

~e~apt~i;~ti~n Administration confronts the .pro1::lem·o·f ':Pro-:•fd:!.ng 'Jrholter f~r 
~ .. • • j > ... ! 

0 
• ~ > r ' I 

I , 

z_-e:f~ge~s_. an~ oth£?r displaced persons; it. can w~th prof:!.t u:tilize ~he eXperience 

of. the League and the advice and co-ope.rat1on of ::reague and natio:r;tal housing 

committees. 
~ 

• - I 

T.he .L~ague 1.s Malaria Comm.is_sion performed .notable ae~71ce not only in 
I 

• I 
a._dvising governments on_ methods of controlling malaria, but 1n training 

I 
_mala:r~o~ogists ·(hundreds :were. trained at special. cou.rsea and in f~eld vrork 

I 
.. organize~ under League auspices in London, Paris, Hamburg, Pome, Singapore, 
-' _..,. . . .. . 

,. 

. . I 
Spa~n, and Yugoslavia), in te~ting the. value of different antiinalarial 

I 
I , , 

preparations, and ~n studying and classifying the a~opheline vectors of malaria 
I 

in-different regions and countries. . . ' .- ' . " ~' 
These and other technical concrdttees still 

I . 

exist; they are coliiposed of the leading ·experts in the different cbnntries, 

accustqmed. to worki~g togethe::_ and wt~]l ~ _i~tE)J;'ila~ional· outlook -~otib.d among 
' 0 

s_cientific men who hav~ bro_adened tho scope .of -their WOI'k to inclut'te problems in 

copntries o~her than their own. 

Organization or Re-establi1;3hment of National Jlealth Services.: But it will 
•• ,. - e 

' ' 

be when the United.Nations are confronted with the task of'organizing or 
. • ' -. . , I 

. .. . , . . I . . . . : 
re-organizing the .nati_onal. heal:th. services of one or- more count:del3 that they . . . . , I 
will find the benefitof League experience most rewarding. For it;was in this 

field that the Health Organization achieved its greatest triumphs, i'aitd if war had 
. '' ' . ,, . :- . . :1. ,_ \ 

not_ inter.v.e;ned,· i:C -is. along· this· road· that the Lea@fe would hl\l.Ve traveled .'to far . '. . _, . . ' . . ' --
' ...... . '. 
gteater -st;cce~se's. The beginnings 'of' this' .Work wer~ l-OOdest: a J;equest ·from_ 

' • ~ ",_ , 'I • •. " '. : ~ .. _ • • ' , ' <. ' • •, " • ~.. •. ~ .: : , t ' , • •.' ~ 

Yugo~lavia .for a ~tudy.of malaria in one of its districts .and sindlar requests in 
', , . :. . .·. •. ·.·· .··· . ·. ·,,. ,.c·· ,-: •. :." ... :- ·: ... _.:·• -~---~·· -~:~ .. 

other. fields fro;n._ o:t~er .. <?ojmtries. ·But the· werk grew- rapidly·, until the Health .. :. . . . .. . ... . ~ . . 
Organization was requested by the government of Greece in 1928 andjtheRepublic 
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of' China in 1929 to assist ~.the·~~-orBautzation of their·Onttro. publ~c 

systems.. Full a·ccounts of tho results of this co··o}?ention w~ll bo f'ouro.d 
. . J8 

:in of~icial Leaeue. documents·and in many private ~ibli~a~i~ns~ 

It is· eri~ugh to say here that meth:.>ds wore worked cut and techniq_uef! 

-perfcct0d which brought to bear 0n the problems. ~;f Gr. ooce o.nd C}f~n,a. throug4 
~ ,. 

tho LeagUe the oxpert kr1owledgc and long experience of th3 h3al~h 3ervices 

in the most advanced countr~es. The g0vei'11111ent of Chiha val·t.Wd·. the rvsults 
. . . . ! 

of this co .. op-O:rat1on oo h1GhlJ. 'that· it ombarko'd .. on ~ far more. an:Oitioua: ... 
... - . . . . . - . -~ . . . '. -· ~ .. . . ' ·' 

progra.mmo of oo-.operat1on vith tho Loaeuo for t~1o :pur~oso o:f i!nl?~"OVil:tg much 

·of its economic and fl:nanc·iaJ.. structure Lcmg a:ft.::Jr Ja-pan invaded China 

ass·Jciatcs. 

useful not only to United 'Nations Relief o.nd Rehabilitati?n A~m.;inistrn.tion 

but te> the Permanent OrgtJ.,."li za.ti em f\:~ F ·J,:;d :1nd Agr~cultm~o when it ,"unclertake;s 

.t:::> o.csist G0Vornnlelits in . ro-orsamzmg th~ :P.l-:oduction and distribt;.t;ion. of. .. ' .. ,, ' 

<Nor-al.l G-onoral Interr..n.tional. O.r\gc•..niza.tion. wh.:;iJn that -agency finds that it . . . 

tiUst act c'n beha.lf' of the.a.dvo.ncod countries to ra.isc tho l(;vGl of living_of 

tho pO('Jl"DX'- mombora of· tho COmmunity ~)f na.'ti 0113. 

Tho H.:.;a.lth Orgnni.zation 
~ . ' . 

of tho L·:,agtw ')f Nati·)no o~ill GXists. Its sadly diminished· staff in G.::nova. 

is still receiving e:pidomiCJlog:;.co.l rop<..~rts f'rom a nu.m.b<.:r of c.)untrics;. is 

still publishing th~ Weolr~y E;pidcmi olc,g'l~al i~~port, nnd l~'ldorta,k:l.ng ~certain · 

studios, such us. tha.:t on .f.QQd .rationing ~in v~i <J.Lw--cou...'1tr-ics· ··Tho S.-.;rum--· .. .. ·-· - ~ - - . . - - . 

IJ;~Btituto in C~>ponhagon c.nd the Na~iona.l Institut'.-:; of Medical Reoem·ch in 

England still · . 

/.§. . F .G. J3::rudrso.u, ··.ttoa..Lth d.nd World Orga.ni.za.ticm," in Hor1d Orgo.nizati.sn· 
·s:t"'Clposiuni. ')f tho Institute ')fi vlo:t;'1.d· Organizat:Lsn. Ba.sod ontiiO'Procoodings, 
of th? Institute I? Seosi:JnS at Am.erico.n Uni vcrsity' September; 1941.: :.
(vlas1hngt01:., American Council on Public Afi'~s, 1942.) ;· F .G B:.mdrcau 
ninte~ti0na.l J1-spocts o:t; J)isoaso Control," in Nuw. York Aco.dorr .. ,r of Mvdlcinc_, 
·~reventiv~ Msdic:i.ne .. in 1-1Jdcrn Pr~ct~~co ,(N.e.w .. Y-:.~rk, .;1.942}. · F.G.B~'ud.rca.u; · 

futo:r-mtJ,c•r;aJ.. HGQJ,tl.l Orge.r.izatiun, 1
• :Chp.pt(or 1.-A,Nelson r s Encycl-:::)podia.,l9.4l, 
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preserve tho .internationeo"l s8mpl(3s ·of ."serums and other biological 

preparations and still pursue the w:ork~ of: standard.:i'zing· .new ':i;~rdparatio!J.?. 

Tho Health Comlli ttee of the League, ·which last ~t· a.f.ter rui was .de~lared, 

is still, in being, as are mnny techni.cal committees in- the· fioid of health 

and medicine. Recent information on tho work of tho. :Realth .Org~ization 

in wartimo may be found in.tho official reports· on.the-W6rk.tf the League 

submi ttod by tho Acting Secre_:tary- General to "the ··coitncil and.] the Members 

of the League. 

In 1943, for oxampl(,'l, 'the ·_I:tb?-lth Organization continuodi'to: dov~lop_ 

its work on subje-cts of' currE;:nt .interest and importance • .'Its strategic 

position in Europe enableo. it to keep_ in to:.1ch vli-th naticnali'hoalth 

administ-rat.!.ons 'Wliich felt the peer~ for· infor.mctioh on <tbe trends of 

disease· abroad. A series of notes "Y.'a.s prepared. a..."ld.' ~t1.biislied ~n the 

..... ,. ' 
prevalence, ·tro:..~d, a"1d Ir.::·obable course of· -the· principal commUnicable 

diseases occurring on the· cor..tinent o-:: Europe: typlJ.us "fevci';,l. c·cn:Oebrospinal 

moning:t tis, t;ypz10id fever, sea:~ let ·fever, smallpox~ 'and acute· polioniyoli ti£ 

A particularly dota:Ued r·0port -on typhus fever 1W~s pubHshedi· in- the 

Bulletin .of the Health Organization in Jnnucty ;·.1943. Tlie Organizaticn .is 

now' proparir..g a comprchensi ve surver W1 th reeard: to. lithe. vitality of the 

European populatiOns, the increased ~r.;.cia.enco of· ~diseases ·-.ro:v'oured by 

malq~trition,.~~d the prese?t prevalence or epidemics'and thbir bossible 

extension." 

It is fott that the facts :published will ser-v-o b'oth to a:T,lay 

exaggerated ;fears, based on erroneous· preniiscs·, and _.to help. 

national health administrat~ons fuLd international p~ganizations 

Q.ealing with modi.cal relief to concentrate their ~eans to 

combat thos'o diseases which constitute the 'most real and most 

ilmnodiato-m&riaoi:i to publio health.· "}j_ 
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In -·addition to its. work on opldemic_di_seaseE! ~ho.Roalth Organizat~on 

has ·1n4de ~ -~~~~~-=s~udi 'on. i'~.od- .sc~c~~, -n~~ri~~-;n~ :.and .heaith on th~ 
' ... ...-.. · . ~-

~ : I ~ ' •• • ,' ',_ ' ' o ' ~ ' o .#> 

continent of Eurqpo, -s~nce.it.~oceives_m.edical.Journals and statistical . ' .. . -: . . . ', . ' . . ' ·~ . .._ :.. ... _. . ' ' . ' . 

~e~~~;trom ~o~t::E~opean countri~s-, .it ~s. in· a stratE:gio ·;osition to 

s.tudy ·tho -~re~d C?r ~r~14~tt,~C:t ~rtality in ;elation. to· :t~o~.·shortagos. 

now in preparation. This should ~si_st UNRRA to setti.e con:t'licting 
' . . ' ' ' .. · 

priorit~ claims for food, medicines, nnd other for.ms _of relief. For this 
• • • -:. • .!.. • 

purposQ ~empors of. tho Realth Organization have been in touch with OFRRO 
. ' : ' "' . · .. 

in Washipgton, the Allied Postwar Requiromo~ts Organization in :London, 
. . .. ' ' . . . 

Lend-tease in Washington; and -the International Rod Cro~k irt Geneva. 
. . ' . ;. . ' 

: .. ' This py no moans .eXhausts the .ne~lth work being .carried- on by tho 
• .. • •• ' • • • .. - 'f 

. . 
. League in· those war years.. A Realth Infor.mation Sorv:too has been maintair . . . .. . .. ·, .. . ' ~ . 
at Geneva, which_ in a little aver a year collected and summarized masses 

of technical doouments.to.meet nearly one hundred r?~uests. 
' .. 

A comprohensi ve glossary in twenty-four languages bearing on tho 
• -. ~ J • • • ' ' • • • • 

significance _of to~ used in conn~ction with oammuriicab~e diseases vas 
. . . . .~l ·' 

comp~led last year.for_tho Rod:Croas • 

. , International biological s'tandardizat:ion was ina1;,;.t8ined and extended 

a standard eM ·inte~ati~~~l_uni~· ~f: hepari~ (~sod 1~ w;· s~g~ry) being 
' . . ~ . ' . ~ 

. ~ . ' . 
. set up' . and ros·earches U!ldortakpn with respect to other now d~s. 

. ' . . _ .. _ ' . 

Preparations for an international pharmacopeia have boo~ carried on, and 
·,. • ' • • I' 

members of tho Malal;'ia Co~ssion have_ been nake~ to. advise on tne 
. . ' . 

· possibilities of- ·mass treatment_ 'With .. the synthetic preparations used 1n 
~ ~ •• • • • • ' • .~ ~ 4 • ; • • • • • ' ' 

·place .o-r quinine now that. supplies frOm Java, the main producing country, 
.· . . . ~ : ' ... ' -

have boon shut off. - . '' .' 

· · Most notabl~ fUII.Ong .the current activities of the Health Organization 
. . .· .. .• . ' 

is the establisbmo:Q.t, i~ !'fao}litigton, n._c ... , on_: ~5 May 1944, of a Research 
. ' '.,. ... ; ~ ' -

. Unit of the League's Health Section to assist and advise· UNRRA 1n ita . . . . . . ~ -
...... .; • ' k I ~. ~ 0 • > o > ,o' 0 0 0 ·: 0 : : 0 > ._; 0 > • ' <o ,' 0 ' 0 > I 0 o"' I 0 -: • 0 I: ' 

-.·:"~wor~ ·f?i' ·di~:eas-6 prevQntio~ m ~he- countrfes ·u.ow occupied ·by tp.e enemy. 
·: - : .=. ••• - ~ • • ' '-' ' • • - • > • ' • - • : • ' ~ 

This Unit was set up at the request of tmA imd is rio~ at vork :preparing 

reports and interpretations concerning the march of epidemic disease in 

occupied Europe. 
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I 

The logic" of events ·will :undoubtMJ..y'm•ive 1;-he United- e.nd Assbciated,. 

NP.tions to_ s6ine · :form of collabc.ration -in' matters of hei3.lt:6., .beyond that ,already 
I . ' 

pro·jected for Un.ited Naticns ·.Rolief arid Rehabilita,tion AdministTat;ion· and- the· 
I 

Food Organization. It is to be hoped that existing'intcrnatlon~_and regional 

health ·6rganizat1ons wil~ be merge'd: into· a ·f>ingle c~~o:td.irlilted •. a,gehp_yk~±thL:gr-eattliT 

scope· and-·more pos-:Ltive' authority than"that possesE:wd·b.r any of .tne·forme:r . 

organizatj,ons. :~ TM knowh:dge. and experience of ever.y exi::rting•o:rg~:n,i~ation wi-ll 
I 

be .n6Gded t-0- cope with inimediatc post.:.war health prb-blemn. · 'Ort9e c~mditions_ have 
I .. 

becoi_!le sta~il·i.~e-d; vast new opportunities wi-ll ·Gpen ou:t and ·y-ast .. n~w fields: of 

wor~ w~ll be - I might have said, have :aJ.rC~acy. been "' uncoVGl;'ed by: the march of 
I 

scienqe, · .If: suii;.a'l<lle · internrltional ·anCf. ·region-:tl health agencies· a!re thu's·-
1 

·,· 

' . 
develop_ed, , the work: of preventing the spread of the_ major epidoinic1 d~ l;lea~es vriil . I . 
not qccupy them_'loil;g;·· for'in a..:peace:ful, well.:.organizod com:rmmity·pf nations_,··· 

. with· a rising stande.xd of lj_vmg, sw:?h·. dise:1-seE( c-ome· quickly· Under:·· controL." ·The 

work of. ~he Permanent Organi_zat.ion. for Food· 3nd,.· -Agriculture; . if at: :a11 -_successful, 

will result in a gr_eat improvement· .cf :the··.hea],."t;h ,_of. t~e l.mder-=priv:ile'ged_ 

tbroughout the ·ifOrld.· 'How great that improvement muy·be· can:be .esti!im.ted .. by·the 
. I 

rem~~able dffferenco·s · in morbidity and mortality ox±-sting- between the different 
. ' . . /10 . . 
·soc:l,alana:e·cono~ic cio.ssc•s in.a'given.country.·- The new international health 

organization, if a,iJ.ew one bu ~stablisheq, will work ~losely with the·Per.ffianent 

Orgoni.zatiqn i'or·Food _ana Agriculture; unless it.·is to.become :1. mere appe-ndo.ge: 

of the latter. .Onco '.i~he'·major ·epidemic qis_ef.~.s~s are brought- under,. control,. such 

lesser ones as typh~id fever will need·to be tackled. 
• I -

Mala.ria'and 1 tuberculosis 

/10 F ... G, Boudr0au, Ne:w Frontiers of Preventive Medicine,- Reprinted from 
Transactions of the International Society of Msdical Health Officers Institute 
Kansas City, Mo., '24· Cc.:t.ob'e'r. ~5_5}, F. G. Boudreau, Our-Nation's Health;. an ' 
Internatioiwl Problt!m. Reprint of one section of a II!mdbook for Discussi-on 
Leaders, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Division of Intercourse 
and Education, February~ 1940, F. G. Boudreau, Soclal and Economic Implications 
of. Fre0dom from 1-lant of Food, Reprinted from Proceedings of the Aiherican 

·Philosophical Society, 19~3, Vol. 87,·-No •. 2. . 1 
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w.i.ll continue ,to plague· ~d ·for some £~nel'att.ons unless tho improVement in . . . .. , . ', :. .~· . . .. ~· ' . . . . ' ' ' ,• ~ ' . . ' . . : .. 

tho WQr.ld-w.l9.o lcv.el· _of •li;ving is ~ex~c~~dly .raJ?id... ~b1.oms of' hdusing and 

clothing~. ~f climatq .~d <U~eo.se, of .. physical education, and b.odily. ru:ld mental. 
' . . .. . . ,, . 

fitness~ will, ~quire ~n~w: stndi~s D+..l.d. invest,;i.gations-;·· .tho development .of •new 

methods an<l, noyol techniques •.. 

_: .. ThE? !3xperience of' .the ReaJ.th Organization of _.the Lo-pgue of: Nutions 

provides;_.a. foun\l['_tion- on which the internutiona:t .honl·4h w.ork of. the. future may . . . ' . . ' ' . " 

·rise to greater. hetghts than ever befol:'e •. l'hEi Unitod· Nations, Relief, and 
, , , , , , ~ , , r , ~ 1 , • 

-_Rehc.b.ilitation 1\dminiotration and tl:;$ -Organizat:t.on .for Foo:d and Agricultur!3 -
' • • • .l ,' 

~ll:power:f'ully supJ?lement tho. work of. any su·ch organization .in the .future •. · 
'' • M I ••• • • ' ' .. 

,The. groat strength of the Health Organizc.tion of the League liee ·in tb,e fact 
~ . . . ' . 

that it -~a an integr~. part of .an ·over.~-~ J?Olitico~, . econ0r;lic, and sociEl.l 

.. ;internatipna.l stru:ctura.-· .It . is plain :tho.t .no .international -health or3anization . . ' ' ' ' . ' ,, ' 

could function hn.J.f' as effective;J..~ on i;t:a o"Wn. It i-s erjJl~ ,plain t~f)ll ·e:ny 

fut~e ov~r~qll international agency ~edB a heulth organi~ation, measuring 

up t;o the:· pew opportuniti-es- .provided by the. ad.vapco of science e.nd greater .. 
' . ' - . 

nutional_ rcc.ognition. of the need for, :fuller COC? .. oper!'tion_, :~mon..:_:, nr t::orie ·in ·· 
' ', . ' 

health matte:rs.~ Th<?:r::e is no r.eal rea~JOn why. tho Healt:IJ.· Organization o:f the · 

League, with exp~d.ed powers and. inc:reas.:cd assets ·and facilities:·sl:puld not':.· 

be the international_ health agen9y, o~ the. future. This solution woul,d .greatly 

simpli-fy· the task. of the. statesmen whp must .. :provide for the health ncedB of 

the postwar world anQ. would ::Uso enable. t~1e present Hcnlth. Organi'Zc.tion to 

. cont~nue its >·mrk and take advapt{'l.ge of the new o:pportunit1es 'Wit~rout the 

delay~ and .inconvenlencea Qf on unnecessary bre~.With the past. 




