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The progress made in recogrtition,of voman's richts in any 

nation is parallel to the progress made in recognition of human rights. • 

The proolem of ·the rise and fall of the status of women is the proolem 

of the rise and fall of humanity. 

History indicates that, whim feudalism and imperialism held mm~r, 

the corrJnon -vroman like the common man was exploited. It is prooa"bl8 

that if an historical survey were made of i-Toman' s position in all 

nations one \muld find that the status of women stays on the level of 

the common man. 0Joman 1 s right is an integral part of human right. 

The anciPnt Chinese theory of equality is expressed oy the union 

of Yin, the femal8 principle, and Yang, the male principle. This 

union symooli zes completeness or entire·ty. The relationship "between 

men and women in the minds of the early Chinese philosophers is that 

of mutual activity and mutual functioning for the performance of such 

deeds and tasks as are ordained by Heaven (God). Thus in ancient 

philosophical thinking, the position of women is set forth as "being on 

a par ivi th men. 

It is not my purpose here to review the entire history of the 

status of -vromen in China. It is significant to point out that the 

woman's movement in our country did not stem from resentful or 

fru::rtrated women, mling feminism for revenge, but from the ·urge to 

strenstheu their nation oy awakening the mass of women to their 

res:ponsi oilith;s as citizens. Homen realized that their oppression 

originated not with the entire body of men, out rather arose from 
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imperialism, militarism and dE'clining feudalism. 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen and his revo1utionary followers who overthrew the 

Manchu imperial govermi1ent in 1911 chempicned for the rights of 

women, The principle of of sex l·ras first l·rri tten into the 

first Provisional Constitution of 1912 and has nevcr been challenged. 

Thus, to for the basic pr:i.ncip.le of oquali ty of sex has been 

a 11art. of the Nationalist ll'r"O[jra.mme. This principl0 wns into practice 

in 1924 vrhen a number of national women leaders vrere elected to nttond 

First National of the Nationalist Pa.rty ,,·hich in '::;urn 

elected several vromen of distinction to be the members the Csntral 

Executive Co:r:li!littee of the Nationalist ~ the highest political 

. organ. In the .Second National of the Nationalist Party which 

met in 1926, important resolutions on womcn 1 s independence and equality 

•ri th adequate legal protection were as follcvrs: 

1. of Aducation fer l:cth 3cxcs. 
2. Eqt1ali ty of vocatlona_l OPI)Crtttni t:r for both S~3Xe3. 
3. Absolute e~uali ty of botl1 soxe·s },n to 
~~. Equali of I>J"ageo for "both Bexe:s. · 
5. Protection of motherhood. 
b. tection child labour. 
(. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
ll. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

Aid for women 1 s labour union!:\. 
Ovc;rthrow of tradi tiomd rites 
Opposition to polygamy. 

the female sex. 

Opposition to tho of juvenile vives. 
Absolute frsedom of marriage and divorce. 

to unequal judgrnel1t of tho sexes by law. courts. 
Promotion of' treatment of' remarried won:en by eoci 
Securing for all women the) right property and inheritance. 

These: points were enacted into law after the cstablis:tmwnt of the 

:National Government. In the Civil Code of China adopted in 1930 the 

complete ty of vromen is zed ~md protectc:d, In the Draf't 

Constitution of 1936 it is clearly stated that all citiz;ons of Chins. 

regardlAss of 3GX shall be ~r,fnre the law. In ],8-vT there is no 

~4 R<~r'jmi Laticn against wcmcm in China. 

av;are that :cepre2ent but a 2mall 

fraction c)f' t-.}v, V£lPl· ln;mh(~l'S ,,:f vomt'n Bcattcrtod throughout the world. 
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In putting into practice the fundamental human rights, they are eager 

to co-operate 't-Tith the women of the world. To bring about a more humane, 

more just and more peaceful worJ.d. is definitely our task. Wor;.on in China 

are happy to co-operate with you, the Sub-Commission on Status of Women, to 

create such a wo·dd. (In conclu.sion I wish to quote the progi"atlllite of' 

International vlcoen 1 s Leagne in China as an evidence of' the International 

minde~1ess of the Chinese women. 

IN'IEBNATIOJ:JAL HOlviEN 1 S LEAGUE IN CHINA 

Pronouncement from the Modern vloman, 
December, 19.1+5 

1. To obtain close relationships with wo:rJ.en of all classes in 1-mmen's 

organizations in other countries ln order to gl3.in a good understanding 

of women's movements in those countries. 

2o TD promote the re-establishment of national and local organizations 

with membership of women from different social classes in order to achieve 

the aim of the League that the interests of women from all social classes 

are represented. 

3. To establish an inte~national organization having as its :function the 

promotion of women 1·s co-operative ent&rprises in all cou.."ltries in order tha> 

lvomen can be economically independent. 

4. To give assistance in training for professions to women in undeveloped 

countries, especially in smaller and we:akor countries, to raise the level o~ 

women's educe,tion and to emancipate wqmen f:rcm ignorance and to f'ree them 

from the exclusive career of homemaking so that a true democratic 

mo"'l.'~memt f'm· t:h~ T"i.berattng of all lvoraen wi.ll l'ecome possible. 




