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e The Plan of Action identified four cross-sectoral concerns which are
particularly relevant for ECE work and which have, therefore, to perneate al
its activities. The progress made in respect of two of them - sustainable
devel opnent and gender mainstreaming - is reported bel ow.

e Intersectoral cooperation has been developed in two cases: Transport and
Envi ronnment; Energy and Environnent. |In addition, nost of the PSBs have
i ntegrated the sustainabl e devel opnent dinension in their activities. The

all the activities related to sustainabl e devel opnent as di scussed in this

note and make suggestions to each PSB and to the Comr ssion for a nore
systemati c approach at the ECE | evel.

request emanating fromthe fourth Wirld Conference on Wonmen whi ch has been
further devel oped and strongly enphasi zed by the Agreed Concl usi ons adopted

ECE programe of work as established by PSBs is still uneven, the Commr ssion

Conmi ssion may wish to invite the Conmttee on Environnental Policy to review

e Gender mainstreanming in all programres of work of the UN organizations is a

by ECOSOC at its 1997 substantive session. Wile gender mainstreamng in the
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intends to pursue the process and extend it to those areas which have not yet
succeeded in doing so. In view of the General Assenmbly’s request that the
regi onal comm ssions provide, within their mandates, regional inputs to the
2000 review of the inplenentation of the Platformfor Action, nenber States
may wi sh to convene a neeting of experts at the intergovernnental |evel which
woul d revi ew econom ¢ i ssues, problens and policies relating to the situation
of wonen in ECE countries over the past five years.

1. The Plan of Action identified four cross-sectoral concerns which are
particularly relevant for ECE work and which have, therefore, to perneate al
its activities. The progress made in respect of two of them - sustainable
devel opnent and gender mainstreaming - is reported bel ow.

l. SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT
Envi r onnent

2. The ECE Conmittee on Environmental Policy (CEP) plays the key policy role
in furthering pan-European cooperation on the environmental conponent of
sustainability. Al the activities included in its progranme of work pronote
the regional inplenmentation of Agenda 21. Its work is organized around three
pillars: the Environnment for Europe process; the environnmental performance
reviews; and the environmental conventions.

(a) Environnment for Europe

3. The M nisterial Conferences provide political inpetus to the “Environnent
for Europe” process which is recognized as the mgjor |ong-term pan-European
political framework for the pronotion of environmentally sound and sustai nabl e
devel opnent. The Conmittee on Environnental Policy and the Executive Body for
the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution prepared nuch
substantive input to the fourth Mnisterial Conference (Arhus, June 1998),

whi ch was endorsed, adopted or wel coned by the Mnisters. The inplenmentation
of the decisions taken needs to be foll owed up and progress reported to the
next conference in Kiev (Ukraine) in 2002. 1In this perspective, the CEP was
requested to continue to screen the Environnmental Programme for Europe,
thereby pronoting priority actions to be undertaken on a pan-European | evel.
The M nisters also decided that an ad hoc working group of senior officials
for the preparation of the 2002 conference, serviced by the ECE secretari at,
shoul d be convened two years before the conference.
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In addition to this catalytic role for the process as a whole, ECE is

directly involved in the foll owi ng conponents of the outconme of the
Conf er ence:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-
maki ng and Access to Justice in Environnmental Matters. This Convention
was prepared under the auspices of the Commttee on Environnmental Policy
and signed in Arhus by 35 nember States and the European Comunity. The
first neeting of the Signatories to the Convention, open to all ECE
menber States, international organizations and non-governnenta

organi zations, will be organized in April 1999. It will prepare a
concrete work plan for the com ng years for approval by the Comrttee at
its sixth session.

Policy Statement on Energy Efficiency. The Arhus Conference endorsed
this statement and wel coned the Guidelines on Energy Conservation in
Europe submitted by the CEP. The Cuidelines are intended to assist ECE
menber countries, particularly countries in transition, in the

el aboration and inplenmentation of national, regional and | ocal energy
efficiency policies and their better integration into energy,

envi ronnental , econom c and soci al devel opment strategies. The Comm ttee
on Sustai nabl e Energy, through the Steering Committee for the Energy

Ef fici ency 2000 Project, participated in the devel opnent of the

Gui delines. The Arhus Conference al so endorsed a strategy, submitted by
the Commttee on Environmental Policy, to phase out |eaded fuel in
Europe. The Committee, at its fifth session, decided to establish
mechani sns to review the inplenentation of these decisions taken by
Mnisters in Arhus and to prepare follow up reports to the next

m ni sterial conference.

Recomendati ons to Governnments of ECE countries in transition on the
application of economic instrunents for better integrating environnmenta
policy with sectoral policies. The Mnisters wel comed these
recomendati ons which were submitted by the CEP and resulted froma joint
ECE/ OECD endeavour. As a follow up, preparations started for an ECE OECD
Wor kshop on Enhanci ng the Environnment by Reform ng Energy Prices, to be
held in 2000 in the Czech Republic.

The CEP also transnitted to the Arhus Conference the proceedings of the
Wor kshop on Encouragi ng Local Initiatives Towards Sustai nabl e Consunption
Patterns, recommendati ons to ECE Governments prepared thereof, and
reports on the inplenentation of the Environnental Programme for Europe
and the ECE Cuidelines on Public Participation in Environnenta

Deci si on- maki ng.
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(b) Environmental Performance Revi ews

5. The ECE continues to devel op Environmental Performance Reviews (EPRs) for
countries in transition. EPRs include a series of preparatory m ssions
addressing environnental issues in a wi de range of policy areas and cul mi nate
in a peer review nmaking recomrendati ons which are subsequently foll owed up.
The EPRs of Lithuania and Latvia were concluded with the Peer Reviews by the
Committee on Environnental Policy at its 1998 annual session. The fina
reports are being published in the Environnmental Perfornmance Reviews Series.
The review of Ukraine entered into its final phase after the organization of
the review mission in Kiev in Cctober 1998; the Peer Review is planned in
Septenmber 1999. The review nission of the Croatian EPR project is planned for
March 1999 and the EPR of Kyrgyzstan started in February 1999, with the
preparatory mssion. The ECE secretariat is cooperating with OECD on the
review of the Russian Federation

6. The Committee on Environmental Policy, at its fifth session, decided to
initiate a programe to inprove the integration of environmental concerns into
sectoral policies. Based on the experience at national and internationa

| evel s, a high-level group of governnental officials is expected to be
entrusted with the preparation of a set of policy recommendati ons to ECE
Governnments, in the formof guidelines or a charter. The outcome woul d be
presented for adoption at the next mnisterial conference “Environment for
Europe” in 2002.

(c) Environnmental Conventions

7. Foll owing its success in developing and inplementing the five existing
protocol s, the Executive Body of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary
Air Pollution agreed to prepare three new ones: on persistent organic

pol lutants, on heavy netals, and on nitrogen oxides and rel ated substances.
The first two protocols were adopted and signed at Arhus. The third, on

ni trogen oxides and rel ated substances, has a multi-pollutant, nulti-effect
approach, which requires much scientific input, and is envisaged for 1999.
The Executive Body focuses, furthernore, on inplenmentation of and conpliance
with existing agreenents, effect-oriented activities, |ong-range atnospheric
transport nonitoring, and integrated assessnent nodel|ling.

8. The first neeting of the Parties to the Convention on Environnmenta

| npact Assessnent in a Transboundary Context took place, at mnisterial |evel,
in GCslo, in May 1998. The Parties established a work plan for the

i mpl enmentati on of the Convention with enphasis on legal, adm nistrative and
met hodol ogi cal aspects of its practical application, strengthening the
capability of countries with economies in transition to conply with its
obligations, and pronotion of bilateral and multilateral agreenents on ElIA.



E/ ECE/ 1369
page 5

9. The activities on the inplenentation of the Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and I nternational Lakes focus on five
priority programrme areas: joint bodies; assistance to countries with economnies
in transition; integrated managenent of water and rel ated ecosystens; |and-
based pollution control; and water supply and human health. 1In addition

field projects are under way on monitoring and assessing transboundary waters
in 12 countries, and work continues on the inprovenent of |aboratory
management and accreditation procedures.

10. The activities under the Convention on the Transboundary Effects of

I ndustrial Accidents concentrate on: building capacity to prevent, prepare for
and respond to industrial accidents, in particular in countries in transition
through two ECE regional coordinating centres established under the
Convention; devel oping a programe for the prevention of accidenta
transboundary water pollution; devel oping a procedure for identifying
hazardous activities; testing the ECE Accident Notification System and
preparing the first neeting of the Parties.

Transport

11. The ECE Inland Transport Committee provides a significant contribution to
sust ai nabl e devel opment. The work of the Committee is ained at the achi evenment
of an efficient and well bal anced inland transport systemin the ECE region, a
nmost basic requirenment for the econonic devel opnent of ECE nenber countries
and for their integration in the European and gl obal econony, while at the
same time inmproving the safety and environnmental performance of such a
transport system The Commttee inmproves the environmental performance of the
transport sector through both the reduction of the environnental inpacts of
road transport and the pronotion of transport nodes which are nore
environnental ly sound. This is done through the devel opment of internationa
Agreenents and Conventions which are legally binding for the countries which
become Contracting Parties to them Exanples of |egal instrunents having a
maj or i npact on the environmental conponents of the transport sector are the
1958 Agreenent on the construction of vehicles, which includes regul ations on
vehi cl es' gaseous and noi se enmi ssions, the Agreenent on the Internationa
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road, which hel ps prevent environnmentally
damagi ng transport accidents, and the AGC, AGN and AGIC agreenments, which
pronote the devel opnent of rail, inland water and combi ned transport,
respectively.

Statistics

12. Because of the substantial statistical work on sustai nable devel opnent
which is being done by CECD, Eurostat and the United Nations Statistics

Di vi sion, the Conference of European Statisticians has no expert group devoted
to that topic. However, topics relating to sustainable devel opment are
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frequently discussed in other environmental foruns of the Conference. For
exanpl e, the group of experts which deals w th methodol ogi cal issues of
environnent statistics will this year discuss how basic statistics, green
accounting and statistical indicators can contribute to policy decision
towar ds sustai nabl e devel opnent. The priority areas of that group, which are
i ssues related to the devel opment of concepts, definitions and classifications
common to all environmental nedia and the assurance of conpatibility of these
wi th economc data, are also inportant in sustainable devel opment.

Human settl enents

13. Further integrating the sustai nable devel opnment di mension into its
programme of work is a major direction for the Comrittee on Human Settl enents
and is reflected inits activities as foll ows.

14. At its fifty-ninth session in Septenmber 1998, the Committee sel ected
urban governance as an unbrella topic for all progranme activities in view of
its role in sustainable human settlenents devel opnent through strengthening
denocratic and mul ti-purpose |ocal governnent and the invol vement of citizens
through various forms of public participation in the decision making process.
Preparati ons are under way for workshops on urban governance and on
sustainability aspects of urban transport to be held in the year 2000.

15. The Meeting of Oficials on Land Admi nistration, a subsidiary body of the
Committee, addresses the issue of sustainable devel opnent through its
activities on promotion of a formal system of |and and property | aws that
ensure long-terminternal confidence anong people, enterprises and

governments. Through a series of workshops, it has devel oped a set of
recommendati ons to ECE Governments on setting up nulti-purpose |and

regi stration and cadastre systems with registers containing information on the
use of real property, which is essential for the decision-making process on
environnental protection matters, econom c efficiency, pronotion of

sust ai nabl e financial markets and taxation systens.

16. As a followup to the Wrkshop on Encouragi ng Local Initiatives Towards
Sust ai nabl e Consunption Patterns, organized jointly with the Commttee on
Environmental Policy in 1998 in Vienna, the Commttee on Human Settl enents, at
its fifty-ninth session, decided to undertake the preparation of case studies
on environnmental |y sound urban and regi onal transport managenent coordi nated
wi th sustainabl e | and-use planning. Their assessnment would: (i) identify
partnership arrangenments which could be reconmended to ECE CGovernnents in
their action towards sustai nabl e consunption patterns; (ii) identify barriers
(e.g. regul ations planning, econom c and fiscal disincentives) which need to
be dismantl ed to pronote sustainable consunption initiatives at the |oca
level; (iii) denobnstrate how central/l ocal |evel cooperation on sustainable
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consunption issues pronotes urban governance including public participation
and awar eness.

Ti nber

17. Sust ai nabl e devel opment of the forest and timnmber sector is at the very
heart of the progranme of the Tinber Cormittee. Since UNCED in 1992, the
focus of the Committee’s work has been clearly and explicitly on “nonitoring
and anal ysis of sustainable forest managenent in the region”. Contributing to
sust ai nabl e forest managenent, notably the UNCED foll ow up and the
pan- Eur opean mini sterial process on protection of forests in Europe have
“over-riding priority” in the integrated work programme wi th the FAO European
Forestry Committee. The Tinber Conmittee’s activities in support of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of the forest and tinber sector contain the follow ng
maj or components:

(i) Mai nt enance and i nprovenent of the information base, including data on
the forest resource (the forthcom ng Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resource
assessment 2000 - TBFRA - covers all aspects, including biodiversity,
protection status, forest condition etc. as well as traditiona
parameters such as forest area growi ng stock increment and harvest), on
production and trade of forest products, and conditions on forest
products markets, etc. This includes constant review of concepts and
i nprovenent of the availability of the information;

(ii) Participation in efforts to define and collect data on indicators of
sust ai nabl e forest managenent. ECE provi ded nost of the data on the these
i ndicators for the Mnisterial Conference at Lisbon in June 1998;

(iii) Studies of the outlook for the sector, notably for the bal ance between
supply and demand for forest products and the inplications for forest

policy;

(iv) Providing a forumfor discussion of major issues |inked with sustainable
forest managenent, e.g a proposed sem nar on trade and environnent issues
in the forest sector;

(v) Input to policy discussions, e.g. a paper by a team of specialists on
“peopl e, forests and sustainability” which was the foundation of the
Li sbon resol ution on soci o-econon c aspects of sustainable forest
management .

18. From the cross-sectoral point of view, information generated by the

Ti mber Committee, especially in the context of TBFRA, is input to analysis of
ot her sectors (e.g. on clinmate change, under the Kyoto Protocol, or the
“forest” part of the CECD environmental indicators) and the Commttee
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expressly considers the consequences of policy decisions in other fields, such
as energy or environnental policy on the sustainability of the forest and
ti mber sector.

| ndustry and enterprise devel opnent

19. ECE activities in the steel and chem cal sectors have a strong

envi ronnental dinmension. Wth regard to steel, the programe “Metallurgy and
Ecol ogy” provided the framework for organi zing sem nars on issues such as
steel recycling, clean technologies in the steel industries, utilisation and
di sposal of wastes in the steel industries. Several publications in the sane
field include “Directory of the steel industry and the environnment” and
“Restructuring of the Iron and Steel Industry - Inpact of New Technol ogi es”.
In 1999, the biennial publication on “Metallurgical scrap” will be updated.
In May 1999, a seminar jointly organi zed by ECE and | AEA on “Radi oacti ve
contami nated nmetal lurgical scrap” will take place in Prague, aimng at

har moni zi ng i nternational regul ati ons and detection and nonitoring systens.

20. Envi ronnental aspects of chem cal industry are addressed through the ECE
regi onal programre (Chemi cal Industry Sustainable Ecol ogi cal and Economi c
Devel opnent) which includes the follow ng elements: Pilot Project
Demonstrating the Environmental Cl eanup of Selected Sites Contan nated by
Chemical s; Conpendi um of Soil Cl eanup Technol ogi es and Soil Renedi ation
Conpani es; Sem nar on Anal ysis, Methodol ogy of Treatnment and Renedi ation of
Contam nated Soils, April 1999; CHEM.EX Databank on Chem cal Legislation in

t he ECE Regi on (CD- ROM .

21. Most of these projects are oriented to assisting countries in transition
to i nprove environnental standards, introduce best practices in their
production, inprove conpetitiveness and harnoni ze | egi sl ati on and standards so
as to mnimze non-tariff trade barrier accusations.

Sust ai nabl e energy

22. Energy will be the central theme of the ninth session of the Comm ssion
on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent (CSD). Al United Nations entities dealing with
energy issues are invited to contribute within their areas of expertise, the
mai n track being the elaboration of a conmon system w de approach to energy
and sust ai nabl e devel opment prior to CSD-9. The ECE Conmittee on Sustai nable
Energy intends to be part of this process by adopting a set of npst rel evant
regi onal policy issues and recommendati ons (2000) to be subnmitted to CSD-9 for
del i berations. Furthernore, a high-Ilevel senior Meeting on Sustainable Energy
i s under consideration to be held in 2000, prior to CSD 9.

23. Energy efficiency, an issue directly related to sustainable devel opnent,
is a maj or conponent of the work of the Conmittee. The EE 2000 project
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entered successfully into its third phase (1997-2000). At its last session in
Cct ober 1998, the Committee organized a high-level round table on “How the
Energy Industries WII Response to Kyoto Requirements”. Project proposals on
mtigating greenhouse-gas em ssions have been devel oped, sone of them already
fi nanced.

24, A three-year Project for Climte Change Mtigation and Sustai nabl e Energy
Systens has been devel oped and financed by the United Nations Fund for
International Partnerships (UNFIP). The Project is expected to enhance the
energy efficiency, infrastructure and capacity of five east European and CI S
countries (Belarus, Bulgaria, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation and Ukraine). It
will focus on specific initiatives in three areas: municipal |ighting,
hospitals and district heating. The specific objectives are to devel op

finance and inplenment energy-efficient projects as well as to inprove energy-
efficiency policies in the above five countries.

25. Two other areas related to sustainable energy can be highlighted:

(i) pronoting clean coal technology for electricity generation in economes in
transition; and (ii) promoting the use of renewabl e energy through rel evant
technol ogi es and financial nmechanisns. For both areas, sem nars have been
organi zed by ECE in countries in transition

Intersectoral activities: Transport and Environnent

26. As a followup to the Regional Conference on Transport and the

Envi ronment (Vienna, 1997), the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environnent
took place in July 1998 to consider, in particular, the status of

i npl enmentati on of the Programre of Joint Action, the role of the |ead
countries/bodi es and national focal points and the future work of the Joint
Meeting. The Programe of Joint Action is intended to be inplenented during
the next ten years. The Bureaux of the Committee on Environnmental Policy and
of the Inland Transport Conmittee as well as the nmjor internationa

organi zations involved in Transport and Environment participated in this first
nmeeti ng.

27. In order to advance the follow up process and to prepare the second Joint
Meeting on Transport and Environnent, the ECE secretariat is perform ng the
follow ng tasks: (i) conpleting the list of National Focal Points and
preparing a reporting nmechanismwhich will facilitate exchange of experiences
and best practices; (ii) preparing guidelines for the report of the Lead
Actors on international activities; (iii) establishing a data base on the

i nformati on provided by the National Focal Points and the Lead Actors;

(iv) preparing proposals for the Joint Meeting on priority areas so as to
focus the follow up process on those issues which have the strongest inpact on
the environment and which are of conmmon interest to a good nunber of

countries.
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28. The Committee on Environmental Policy is cooperating wth WHO EURQO
through a jointly established European Environment and Health Conmittee, in
the preparations for a third Mnisterial Conference on Environnent and Heal th
to take place in London from 16 to 18 June 1999. The Conference is expected to
adopt a protocol on water and health to the ECE Convention on the Protection
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, a charter on
transport, environnent and health and a mnisterial declaration. The Commttee
on Environnmental Policy will analyse the Conference's outconme in Septenber
1999 and cooperate/participate in followup activities jointly or in close
cooperation wi th WHO EURO

1. GENDER MAI NSTREAM NG
Envi r onnent

29. In this area, gender concerns have been expressed within the framework of
t he Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in

Deci si on- maki ng and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters. NGOs active
on gender equality issues participated in the preparatory neetings and their
advocacy led to the integration of the principle of gender equality in the
preambl e of the Convention

Transport

30. The Working Party on Transport Statistics made a first step in
gender - mai nstream ng by agreeing to include in the Common Questionnaire for
Transport Statistics a gender breakdown in transport sector enploynent.
Subsequently, data were published for the first time in the ECE Annua

Bull etin of Transport Statistics for Europe and North Anerica in 1996. In an
effort to incorporate a gender perspective into other aspects of its programre
of work, the Wrking Party asked the secretariat to collect from Governnents
rel evant gender-specific transport data other than those already collected by
the Common Questionnaire. In March 1998, the secretariat requested such data
from ECE nmenber countries and replies were received from Bel arus, Latvia and
t he Russi an Federation.

Statistics

31. CGender statistics has been recognized as a special field of statistics in
the work programe of the Conference of European Statisticians with its own
objectives, outputs and activities. As a relatively new field, gender
statistics has been given increased attention and resources and expert

nmeeti ngs have been organi zed regularly by the Conference at approxinmately 2-3
year intervals since 1985. The last neeting took place in April of 1998 and
focussed on unpaid work and econonic well-being and career nobility over a
lifetime. By offering a gender forumto statistical offices, the Conference
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has pl ayed an active and inportant role in institutionalizing gender
statistics and mai nstream ng gender into the work of many national statistica
of fices.

32. CGender has al so been mmi nstreaned, with a particular focus on the
political participation of wonmen in nenber countries, into the ECE Yearbook
Trends in Europe and North America prepared by the Statistical Division. A
new maj or gender publication is also being prepared in collaboration with
nati onal statistical offices, which will assess progress since the last Wrld
Conference on Wnen in Beijing in 1995.

Economi c _analysis

33. Each year the Economi c Survey of Europe includes a subsection on

unenpl oyment in transition econom es where gender specific unenploynment rates
and shares are also analysed. 1In the forthcom ng survey 1999, No.1, a ful
section on fermal e enpl oyment and unenpl oynment will be included in the chapter
on | abour markets - covering Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvi a, Lithuania, Poland, Romani a, Slovakia, Slovenia, Russian Federation
Anot her chapter will consider the extent to which the econonic inpact of
transition could explain the generally falling birth rate in these econom es,
as nmeasured by the nunber of children a woman may expect to have in her
lifetime. This analysis will also consider the way in which wonen's roles
have changed in the transition, the degree of support for child care
facilities, how and to whomchild benefit is paid, and the present situation
with regard to maternity | eave

Trade, industry and enterprise devel opnent

34. In the field of trade, it has been nore difficult to incorporate gender
aspects in the programme of work. Sone possibilities exist in the work
relating to i nvestnment pronotion and enterprise devel opnent and the
secretariat plans to request approval fromthe Commttee on Trade, Industry
and Enterprise Devel opnent (CTIED) for a project to obtain nore participation
by non-governnental organi zati ons which work with wonen in trade-rel ated
fields in the ECE region. The project would consist of researching and

i dentifying such NGOs and then sending theman invitation letter together with
an information package on the Division's work programe together with a

cal endar of neetings. |In addition, the CTIED has requested that resources be
shifted to a new horizontal work progranme in the enterprise devel opnent area
where it may be somewhat easier to incorporate a gender perspective into sonme
of the projects, and particularly any related to nanagenent.
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Ti nber

35. The role of wonen in the forest and forest products sector has attracted
very little attention in devel oped countries, with the exception of the Nordic
countries (although there is a large literature on the role of women in
sust ai nabl e forest managenent in devel oping countries). Thus the issues are
not clear and even basic information is lacking. |In recognition of this fact,
the Tinber Cormittee, with its sister body the FAO European Forest Comnr ssion
has started to explore the topic. At their joint session in 1997, the specia
topic was "the role of wonen in forestry (with two presentations, country
reports and a discussion). Thereafter the team of specialists on

soci o-econom ¢ aspects of forests, inits work for the third Mnisteria
Conference on the protection of Forests in Europe (June 1998), addressed this
i ssue, which was subsequently identified in a resolution of the Mnisteria
Conference. A seminar on the topic of "Wmen in forestry", under the auspices
of the Joint FAO ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Management and
Training will be held in Portugal in 2001. Sone interviews of wonen forest
owners have been conducted and their outcome will soon be published in a

di scussi on paper.

Human settl enents

36. The Committee on Human Settl enents has seriously considered gender

mai nstream ng and is committed to the integration of gender perspectives it in
its programme of work whenever possible. This applies in particular to the
design and inplenmentation of environnmentally sound and sustai nabl e poli cies,

i ncluding infrastructure devel opnent, and the pronotion of equal participation
of wonen in human settlenents planning and decision-making. It is expected to
initiate case studies ainmed at contributing to strengthening policies and
practices in this area.

37. As an illustration of the commtnment of the Conmittee, the Eighth
Conference on Urban and Regi onal Pl anning has taken up the issue of gender
equality, as shown in its report which states: "Gender issues and

i nequalities do not always attract enough attention in the devel opnent of
urban communities. Usually urban pl anni ng does not take into account the
difference in behaviour and the inplications for urban |ife of the massive
integration of wonmen into the | abour market. Wonen are nore affected by the
negati ve i mpacts of spatial urban devel opnent, which manifests itself in a

di spersal of activities, inadequate transport, environnmental degradation etc."

Senmi nar_on | npl enenting Econonmi ¢ and Social Rights of Wonen in Countries
in Transition, Warsaw, October 1998

38. This event was organi zed by the NGO Working Group on Winen in the ECE
region, in partnership with the ECE secretariat and the Warsaw Centre for the
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Advancenent of Wonmen. It covered the follow ng thenmes: inpact of transition
and gl obal i zati on on wonmen’s econoni c and social rights; wonen’'s access to
waged enpl oyment and to self enployment in the countries in transition; and
interrel ati onship between rights to enploynent and social rights. The sem nar
showed that in nmost of the countries with economies in transition, wonen bear
nmost of the hardships and, in order to secure basic support to the famly, are
obliged to take | ower paid jobs and nove fromthe fornmal sector to the

i nformal sector. The participants therefore underlined the need to provide
wonmen with greater access to econom c and social rights, which requires that
gender concerns be integrated into the corresponding policy areas. It was al so
stressed that the process of shaping policies and neasures having a gender

i mpact shoul d include consultations with womren NGOs in order to take their

vi ews and experiences into consideration.

2000 review of the inplenentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action

39. The ECE is planning to hold a meeting gathering together the UN and
non- UN organi zati ons active in issues of wonen’ s advancenent and gender
equality in the ECE region. The neeting will review the progress nade and
obstacles nmet in the work of participating agencies in this area (data

col l ection, analysis and operational activities).

40. ECOSOC and the General Assembly have encouraged the regional conm ssions
to organize, within their nmandate, events providing a regional input to the
2000 review of the Beijing Platformfor Action. 1In response to this, ECE
menber States may wi sh to convene a neeting of experts at the

i ntergovernmental |evel which would review economic issues, problens and
policies relating to the situation of wonen in the ECE countri es.



