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In the absence of Mr. Hachani (Tunisia), Ms. Sandrbe countered only by coordinated, effective action by the
(Romania), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. international community as a whole. The United Nations had
an expanding role in coordinating that action, and she
therefore welcomed the Secretary-General’'s efforts to
strengthen the United Nations International Drug Control

The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

Agenda item 100: Social development, including Programme (UNDCP), particularly in respect of large-scale
questions relating to the world social situation and to ~ plans to eradicate illicit crops.

youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family 5. She expressed support for the Political Declaration
(continued (A/C.3/53/L.6) adopted by the General Assembly at its twentieth special

1. Ms. DeAlvarez (Dominican Republic), introducing Session and particularly for the principle of common and
draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.6 entitled “The International Yeaphared responsibility which the Declaration contained. The
of Older Persons, 1999” on behalf of the sponsors, annound@yintries on whose behalf she spoke intended to contribute
that Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Bolivia, Chinal0 international efforts in the areas of demand reduction,
Croatia, Denmark, Egypt, Guatemala, Ireland, Kazakhstaaternative development, eradication of illicit crops, control
Monaco, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, San Marino, Sou@4er chemical precursors, manufacture of amphetamine-type
Africa, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine, Uruguay arfdimulants, combating laundering of drug money and

Venezuela had joined the list of sponsors. strengthening judicial cooperation, and were making the
necessary national and regional efforts to ensure

2. The sponsors believed that older persons were %Qplementation of the agreed measures and coordination of

important factor in development at all levels, and therefor% L
. . . their joint efforts.
in the draft resolution encouraged all States, the Unite :

Nations system and all other actors, in reaching out forta  She recalled that in October 1992, an agreement had
society for all ages, to take advantage of the Internation¢en signed by the Ministers of Internal Affairs of the
Year of Older Persons so as to increase awareness of mmonwealth of Independent States on cooperation in
challenge of the demographic ageing of societies, tl§@mbating the drug traffic, laying the legal foundations for
individual and social needs of older persons and tH®operation between the various bodies responsible for
contributions of older persons to Society_ internal affairs in the Commonwealth: Currently, the

3 Althouah there were socio-economic plans ro.ectCommonweaIth’s law-enforcement agencies all used the same
T gh the . . - P1ans, proj€cia, i hank containing about 100,000 data points on individuals
activities and initiatives in place in the Organization, practm?

; . volved in drug-trafficking. They also had a joint collection
strategies still had to be mapped out throughout the SySt%';‘nover 400 different narcotics, psychotropics and other
and at national level to ensure that older people were involved . ' .

. S . S Vitulent substances, with new samples constantly being
in such plans and activities without discrimination of an

kind. Also, to make a society for all ages a reality in the nevgvdded'

millennium, an evaluation of the individual and collective’.  In May 1996 the Guncil of Heads of State of the
contributions of older people should be carried out in ordéfommonwealth of Independent States had approved an
to eliminate preconceived ideas about older people. intergovernmental programme of joint measures to combat
organized crime and other dangerous crimes within the
Agenda item 101: Crime prevention and criminal Commonwealth up to the year 2000. Drug-trafficking was
justice (continued (A/53/3, A/53/371-S/1998/848, covered by the programme. In November 1997, the
A/53/380, 381 and 416; A/C.3/53/L.2, L.3 and L.4) Interparliamentary Assembly of the Commonwealth had

. . approved a model act on drug-trafficking.
Agenda item 102: International drug control

(continued (A/53/3, AI53/72-S/1998/156, 8.  Toensure cooperation and exchange of experience and
A/53/95-S/1998/311, A/53/129- E/1998/58, A/53/204, toimprove the skills of staff, there was a constant exchange
A/53/371-S/1998/848, A/53/382, 383 and 416) between the Commonwealth countries of regulatory and

Ms. A bek Kh K . legislative documents, methodological materials and
4. s. Arystanbekova (Kazakhstan), speaking on IteMs1atistics. Joint study and pre- and in-service training

102 Qn behalf aIS(_) of BeIaﬂru_s, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, tl’ﬁarogrammes were conducted for staff of anti-drug units.
Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and

Uzbekistan, said that illicit drug-trafficking could even affec- ~ Currently under way was a joint operation entitled
the political independence of States and endangdfANAL"aimed at closing supply routes; it had succeeded
international security, and that the worldwide epidemic coulfl closing thousands of international drug distribution routes.
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The operation had been commended at the meeting of the types of drugs on the market: while plant-based drugs
Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement Agencies remained a major threat, synthetics, particularly the
(HONLEA) held in Vienna in September 1998. amphetamine-type stimulants, were rapidly increasing their

10. The relevant subregional structures were beigﬁlrketshare and becoming a serious menace to the region.
established, to operate in close contact with the UnitetHCh Synthetics were easy to produce in clandestine

Nations. Specifically, in response to the deteriorating drdaboratories, easy to traffic, high'ypmf”a_b'e for p_rod_u_cers
situation in Central Asia, in May 1996 aakhstan, and cheap for consumers. Given the wide availability of

Krygyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and UNDCP had Signeqiecu_rsor chemical; and the flexibility of manufa_cturing

a memorandum of understanding on combating druffchniaues, controliing the supply of amphetamine-type
trafficking and abuse. The Russian Federation had acce éﬁnu_lants was a ‘?'ia“”“”g task. The d|verS|9n O_f precursor

to the memorandum subsequently, and a decision had bggﬁmlcals from I(_agmmate trad(_e and the growing illicit trade

taken to hold an international drug conference in Almaty i them were major challenges n ef_fo_rts to contain a relatively

early 1999. Also, the Commonwealth countries were takir{bew but potentially even more insidious menace.

steps to set up a network of interlinked, bilateral treaties; 16. He stressed that the increasingly complex drug problem
already, dozens of international drug distribution channels had must be attacked on all fonts at the national and international
been discovered and shut down. levels, and recalled that in South-East Asia, national efforts

it had becor%curb the drug problem had shown results. Also, the crop-

possible to assess and predict developments in the d stitution_ strategy there had proven successfgl a_nd
situation and to develop a unified strategy to combét _DC_P’ which sponsored the_ programme, was considering
international drug crime in the light of changing condition§Singitasa mode for countries elsewhere.

throughout the Commonwealth. 17. The ASEAN Governments had given priority to a wide

12. She reiterated the commitment of the countries 6f"9€ of programmes including drug suppression, s_trict
whose behalf she spoke to the closest possible cooperatﬁ3 orcement of tough drug laws, drug prevention,

with the United Nations system and with other Member Statg,ghabilitation of addicts and promotion of public awareness.
in the war against drugs That diversity of approaches reflected the long-held

. . ) recognition of the ASEAN Governments that the drug
13. Mr. Kongsiri (Thailand), speaking on behalf of theprohlem was multidimensional and that supply reduction was
States members of the Association of South-East Asigfipest a one-sided solution: demand reduction must also be

Nations (ASEAN), said that the outcome of the war againggorously pursued as part of a balanced, multifaceted drug-
drugs, despite many tactical and moral victories, was still fapntrol strategy.

from certain: the illegal drug trade, accounting for ab$400

billion or 8 per cent of total international trade, was more thatt- At the regional level, Governments Were. working
enough to bail out the world'siling economies, and like any together to address all aspects of the drug problem; there were

other trade with a successful product, had adapted to chang%ﬁo bilateral cooperative arrangements between a number
global conditions and diversified into new marketgf A,SEAN countne; most affected by the drug problem,
worldwide. particularly those with common borders.

11. As a result of the measures taken,

14. South-East Asia, a natural geographical haven for dr&?'_ ASEAN itself had devised a number of mechanisms and
production and trafficking, was vulnerable in the drug wafProjects to attack the drug problem from both the supply and

although some progress had been made in suppressing Opmﬁ]demand sides: through the annual meeting of ASEAN

poppy and cannabis crops, local consumption was addingtgni°" Officials on Drug Matters, it was strengthening

the existing problems. By affecting the very fabric of societ g|on.a.I cqoperanon on law enf.or'cement, drug prevention,
and undermining national development, drugs were ?hab|lltat|on, research and training. Its three-year plan of
particular concern for ASEAN. Moreover, given the Closgcct;on.on.drucgi;-at:]usel control fogusgd lezpzcrl]ally on demand
links between the illicit drug trade and other transnationsf u<it|on, under t, efp an, gtrategégs included human-resource
crimes such as money-laundering and arms smuggling, fg’€/oPment,  information — dissemination, capacity-

perpetrators could pose serious political and security thregg_engthemng and faqhtatmg rat|f!gat|op of all relevant
to the region. United Nations conventions. To addlfiizal impetus to that

work, in July 1988 the ASEAN Foreign Ministers had issued
15. It appeared that the technology and affluence thaioint declaration for a drug-free ASEAN, reiterating their
accompanied globalization had led to a proliferation in thgatermination to eliminate drugs from the region by 2020.
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Also, there was a complementary subregional process in place 25. ASEAN valued its low-standing cooperation with
which involved cooperation under the memorandum of UNDCP and remained firmly supportive of the Declaration
understanding signed tYNDCP, Cambodia, China and some and Plan of Action adopted at the twentieth special session.
ASEAN member States, namely Laos, Myanmar, Thailand ASEAN would continue to live up to its obligations to fight
and Viet Nam. againstillicit drugs for the sake of the future of the region and

20. The efforts of the ASEAN countries and others iff'€ future of mankind.

South-East Asia would amount to little if the international 26Vr. Nuanthasing (Lao People’s Democratic Republic)
community as a whole did not make drug control a global said that the adoption at the twentieth special session of the
priority, and ASEAN therefore welcomed the outcome ofthe Political Declaration, the Declaration on the Guiding
twentieth special session of the General Assembly, held in  Principles of Drug Demand Reduction and action plans to
June 1998, particularly its recognition that supply reduction enhance international drug control was a landmark of the
must be matched by equally vigorous efforts to reduce United Nations Decade against Drug 8Bas€d00. For
demand. In that task, the Declaration on the Guiding the firsttime, specific target dates had been set for putting an
Principles of Drug Demand Reduction in General Assembly end to the international drug problem.

resolution S-20/3 would be an important tool to rgduce the;,  The Lao Government had adopted a series of drug-
demand.for drugs by 2008 as set Ol,ﬂ by theliteal control measures, including the establishment of a national
Declaration adopted at the special session. commission, a special police force, and the launching of a

21. ASEAN'’s experiences in the war against drugs had national master plan for drug control. Domestic legislation
shown that the drug problem ate away at the core of had been amended to provide harsher penalties for drug-
communities and societies, prompting the reé¢tign that the trafficking and to prohibit opium production.

fight could not be won without.tt_we participatic?n ofthe privat928_ At the international level, the Lao People’s Democratic
sector, the community and C'.V'I society, Wh'ch stoad to IOS'lsepublic was already party to the 1961 Single Convention on
most from drugs gnd to gain most f“’!“ being dmg'freﬁ‘\larcotic Drugs and its 1972 Protocol and the 1971
ASEAN therefore mtendgd tp enhance its c'ooperatlon W'E‘onvention on Psychotropic Substances, and was soon to
non-governmental organizations and the private sector ~{&cede to tha988 United Nations Convention against Illicit

fellow soldiers in the anti-drug crusade. Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances.
22. While progress had been made, a considerable numggr Crop-substitution projects, conducted through

of ch_allenges remained which dggeryed priority attemi()Eol.laboration with the United States Government, UNDP and
Funding for drug-control and rehabilitation programmes mu DCP, among others, had led to a significant reduction in
continue in spite of the current economic crisis. Neverthele ium poppy cultivation since the early990s. Law-

the Governments of South-East Asia remained firm in the nforcement officers had worked unstintingly to arrest

resolvg. On the demand-reqlucﬂoq .smle, p,Ub“C'awarenﬁﬁéreasing numbers of offenders, confiscate large stocks of
campaigns needed to be intensified, with more actiyg .t drugs and dismantle drug refineries

involvement of the public and private sectors. The _ _ _
participation of other members of the international communi8P- His delegation welcomed the outcome of the twentieth

in the area of resource mobilization would also be welcomgpecial session and was earnestly trying to translate the
23, | der to tackle the global bl foctively f nErmmples of international drug control into domestic action.
o tﬂ or der ° ;‘C ed egol a .'Zm erlne ec ';’ey :.0 os had therefore focused on institution-building, supply and
oth the demand and supply sides, closer INternaliongl,,»q reduction, and the prohibition of illicit trafficking and
F:oordmgnon, particularly in such areas as sharing Pelated crimes. The Government would rely heavily on
information and technology, law enforcement and suppressign, . «i-1 and technical support from the international

of drug-trafficking, was calleq for. Such efforts .mu.Stcommunityto implement national drug-control projects over
however, be based on international law and the prmuplg,?e next 10 years

enshrined in the Charter, including the principles o :

et during the twentieth special session of the General
¥semblywould be attainable through the continued support
(fcooperation of the international community.

24. Crop-substitution programmes could be enhanced
adequate market access for substitute crops and a greg
impetus to alternative development. Greater international

cooperation to combat the use of synthetic drugs was crucid®. With the drug menace on the rise, the least-developed
States were at particular risk. As the world moved rapidly
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towards economic globalization and trade liberalization, the aware of the scope of the danger posed by drug abuse and was
spiritual and moral dimension had been increasingly committed to effective action against that scourge.

neglected; traditional, family and religious values had be Mr. Zmeevski (Russian Federation) said that the abuse

ignored. It was therefore an appropriate time to reflect % drugs, illicit drug-trafficking and transnational organized

current developments. crime were a serious threat not only to social progress and

33. For developing countries, the disadvantages of sustainable developmentin most States but were becoming
globalization outweighed its advantages, primarily with afactor of destabilization in international life and a challenge
respect to its negative social impact. The diversion of limited to global security. That being the case, even the most
resources to fighting the drug menace presented a grave persistent efforts by individual States against crime and drug
dilemma. Small island developing States with open borders addiction could come to naught if they were not backed up by
required the full support of the international community in  appropriate, coordinated and effective international action,
terms of resources, technical assistance and expertise to and in such action the United Nations could and should have
combat the drug menace and to achieve the goals set for the its say: the Russian Federation believed that the potential of
year 2008. the United Nationshguld be exploited to the full in

34. Maldives was fully committed to the internationa[ormulating an agreed international anti-crime strategy.

community’s efforts to implement all measures against drug- 39. The Russian Federation welcomed the progress made
trafficking and abuse. In the 1970s, it had embarked upona in implementing General Assembly resolution 52/90 on
plan to build institutional capacity and strengthen the legal strengthening the United Nations Crime Prevention and
framework for the application of domestic drug-control laws. Criminal Justice Programme, as reflected in the report of the
In 1998, the Government had established a Narcotics Control  Secretary-General (A/53/380). It welcomed also the practical
Board and had developed a national action planin line with  orientation of the relevant United Nations organs and their
international instruments calling for action at national, desire to focus on the priority trends in anti-crime
regional and international levels. At the regional level, cooperation.

Maldives fully pgrt!cipated in the programmes and measu'r%_ He welcomed the outcome of the seventh session of the
undertaken within the framework of the South ASI%Zommission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), including;q - in Anril 1998: the Russian Federation supported the
accession to the SAARCdRivention on Narcotic Drugs anddraft resolutions the Commission had drawn up for the

Psychotropic Substances. General Assembly, particularly those on transnational

35. Furthermore, a drug rehabilitation centre and hotline organized crime (A/C.3/53/L.3) and on preparations for the
for the reform of drug offenders had recently been established. Tenth United NatogseSs on the Prevention of Crime

A comprehensive drug awareness programme had been and the Treatment of Offenders (A/C.3/53/L.2).

launched, in association with local non-governmentgl) = 1o pyssian Federation was prepared to continue work
organizations, to educate young people about the dange'bﬂfdrafts of a comprehensive convention against transnational
drugs. organized crime and on additional draft protocols thereto, in

36. Precursor chemicals used to manufacture illicit drugs the belief that strengthening the international legal basis was
had been recognized as a serious challenge to international fully in line with the implementationl8Bthéaples
drug-control measures. Similarly, in Maldives, tobacco Political Declaration and Global Action Plan against
consumption was regarded as no less a problem. The Organized Transnational Crime.

Government had therefore launched parallel programmesf Naturally, universal cooperation in combating crime

discourage thJDb?)clz.co dcons.u.mpu]?n balong&de(:j dru%-c(;)gtrrﬂ st be backed up by appropriate measures at the regional
Erograr;mej. u k'.ca vertlsmghc.Jb.to daF:co products ha i qSUeI; in that context, for the Russian Federation the priority
agneblgn smo |r:g Wg‘j. prohi |te_ Im %overnmer?t_o 'ﬁ S cooperation against crime within the framework of the
edm Ipu dlchspacels. n ab |t|on,ftwo_|s| and communities mmonwealth of Independent States, as described by other
eclared themselves tobacco-free islands. speakers representing Commonwealth countries. The Russian
37. Drugsrepresented a global problem which required a Federation believed that the Commonwealth’s positive
global response. Developing countries needed technical experience in combating crime, like that of other regional
assistance and resources to join the international community  structures, would be extremely useful for all States; in that
in their efforts to curb the menace. His delegation was fullyonrection, he highlighted the important anti-crime decisions
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taken at the recent G—8 summit of major industrialized centres were being set up and anti-drug campaigns in the
nations. mass media, educational establishments and the youth milieu

43. The twentieth special session of the General Asseml'.?@ld been stepped up sharply.

had adopted a number of crucial documents that demonstrated 48. He expressed the hope that States’ efforts on the
States’ political will in the war against drugs and defined their  national, regional and universal levels woogkdun

strategy for the coming decade; the Russian Federation was turning the situation round and in translating into reality the
particularly impressed by the practicality with which the final slogan of the twentieth special session of a drug-free world.

documents of the special session addressed the most age s Aghadjanian (Armenia) said that the twentieth

Qrug pro_blems_anq by the clarity with which the_ final an%pecial session on drug control had recognized the vital role
intermediate objectives had been set. Now, the main task myst; ...\ ~v0 01 cooperation in combating illicit drug-

be to put those decisions into practice and do consisteL ying and related crimes, which posed a grave threat to
painstaking work, particularly in such areas as demai

. . . “ildividuals and States. Many countries in her own region were
reduction, stopping the spread of synthetic drugs, ContrOIIIr\‘/gllnerable to the lure of drugs, which were often seen as an

the traffic in precursors, — encouraging aIternaﬂvgasy solution to problems of economic uncertainty, social
development, strengthening cooperation between Iemﬁnsition and new-found social freedoms

enforcement agencies and combating the laundering of drug
money. 50. Armenia was working to broaden and strengthen its
legal framework pursuant to its accession to major

44.  With their broad public, the mass media and NOfkternational drug-control conventions and had incorporated

governmental organizations must createageneral cllmateeﬁ) ht new articles on drug addiction and illicit drug-

non-acceptance towards drugs. The most urgent prohlem WA icking into its draft criminal code. Drug-related crime in

hecoming one of how to hold the attention of young peOpl‘fA*rmenia had increased one and a half times since 1993, while

who were amongst the f|r§t to fall victim t'o the 9rowiNGyywe yolume of narcotics seized had risen thirtyfold. Armenia
treacherous o!rug craze, n that connection, the Ru_s’s.'ﬁ‘gd become a transit route for illicit drug-trafficking, with
Federation reiterated its support for the uncompromising - - per cent of the drugs seized originating elsewhere.
position of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and thFlowever it lacked the resources to fully combat the
International Ngrcotics Control Bogrd that anyleg"}.‘liz"’ltioﬂhenome,non. It hoped that international cooperation would
of drugs or their removal from strict State regulation Was, 4 to decisive action, particularly in the areas of money-

inadmissible. laundering, judicial cooperation and control of chemical
45. The Russian Federation supported the Secretary- substances and stimulants.

General's efforts to strengthen the United Nations antl-dr? Armenia was formulating a comprehensive national

structures — whose leading role in coordinating internation g-control strategy, in which education played a vital role,

cooperation against drugs had been confirmed by the Genqgiq eting vulnerable groups and including civil society, the

As.sembly.at its twentieth special session — and to IMPrO¥ass media, non-governmental organizations and regional
their effectiveness. It welcomed also the large-scale strategic, i +ornational institutions

plans drawn up by the new management of UNDCP for
eliminating drug cultivation worldwide. 52. Drugs posed a particular threat to Armenia in a situation

46. The RusSi Fed . had al believed of economic decline, unemployment, low wage levels and
' 1€ Russian e eratlop ad always Dbelieved I?)orly developed social insurance and labour market. The
expanding bilateral cooperation with UNDCP and i

: . . ) ituation had been exacerbated by #1888 earthquake and
developing the Programme’s cooperative links with th

. ) the arrival of hundreds of thousands of refugees and
relevant government departments in Russia, and hoped t Ernally displaced persons fleeing from Azerbaijan’s

the outhme (.)f the mFernannaI conference in 1997, Udntinuous shelling of Armenian border regions between
cooperation with Russia on drug control would be put N'P9g8 and 1990. A further drain on theuntry’s financial and

practice. material resources came from the Nagorny Karabakh conflict,

47. Under a special federal programme, the Russian the Azeri blockade of main communication routes, and
Government was taking active social, organizational, medical transportation difficulties.

and legal steps to combat drug addiction. In April 1998, t
Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Act had come irétﬁ'd
force. The drug law enforcement agencies had been
significantly strengthened, drug treatment and rehabilitation

However, Armenia remained committed to drug control
was working on new policies and approaches. It had
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recently established a special unit within the Ministry of the would have on small, vulnerabigrizs with limited
Interior to coordinate national efforts in that area. resources.

54. Mr. Hachani (Tunisia) took the Chair. 60. Violence against vulnerable groups was a pervasive

55. Ms. Akbar (Antigua and Barbuda), speaking on behaﬁroblem, which Caribbean Governments were tackling, using

of the 14 States members of the Caribbean Communﬂ;hOIiStic approach. Telephone hotlines had been established
(CARICOM), said that corruption, drug-trafficking and© respond to such problems in real time, while schools were

money-laundering were a totally new phenomenon in tﬁgaching young people the importance of mutual respect. Law

region, the unexpected by-product of the opening of tra&gforcement pﬁicials, health-care p_rc_>viders_, (_aducational s_taff
borders. Caribbean Governments welcomed support fr@fid community leaders were receiving training to recognize
international partners to combat money-laundering, smaW-e signs of abu_se_, while _States were developing legislation
arms and ammunition trafficking and corruption, which thet)p protect the victims of violence.

were ill-equipped to tackle on their own. 61. CARICOM member Statagist to engender in youth
@positive vision of etizenship. Organized events examined

ias ues such as youth empowerment, participation in civil
g&ciety, substance abuse, socialization, gender relations, goal-
ﬁetting, conflict resolution, culture and enterprise.

56. The Community looked forward to the elaboration b
the open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc committee of
international convention against transnational organiz
crime, and of international instruments to combat traffic i
human beings and illicit manufacture of and traffic in 62. CARICQdKed forward to the regional preparatory
firearms. It strongly recommended that resources should be meeting for the Tenth United Nations Congress on the
allocated to allow small island developing States to Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and
participate in that work. It lauded efforts to strengthen the encouraged donors to assist developing countries, so that they
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice could participate in the deliberations.

Programme, particularly the project-formulation, coordinatiog CARICOM recognized the importance of continued
and implementation capacities of the Centre for Internation 6peration between the United Nations Crime Prevention

ermg Prevention. It hoped tha}t Member States yvou%d Criminal Justice Programme and the International Drug
financially S“Pport the Centre, Wh'_Ch would focinger alla' Control Programme. It further welcomed the establishment
on elaboration of the Convgnuon. In that connectione o Advisory Steering Group on Data Collection and
CARICOM WO_U|d carefully'rew.ew elements recor,nmende_g:omputerization (A/53/380, para. 24), which would help the
fo'r |pclu5|on in model legislation on mutual assistance IBommunity improve data-collection capacities and would
criminal matters. facilitate policy and planning actities in the areas of crime
57. Her delegation was proud of the fact that Trinidad and prevention and criminal justice.

Tobago had been instrumental in reopening the internatior@)ad
debate on the establishment of the International Criminal,’
Court and hoped that that body’s future deliberations WouEf
repay the faith that States had placed in it.

In addition to national action, the international
mmunity as a whole should recognize the need for
llective responsibility in matters of crime prevention and
criminal justice.

58. . At the regional level, vyork was cgntinuing oncriminals . Rajaonarivelo (Madagascar) said that the
JUSt'Ce. and crime preve;nﬂon, including .pro.posals for. thi?}ternational community could no longer afford to respond
.estgbhshmen.t of a Caribbean court OT justice, a reglor\ﬁ\th platitudes to the problems of international terrorism,
Justice-protection programme, a harmonized apprloach to Lﬁitdrug-traﬁicking, organized crime, corruption and drug
deatk_\ penalty, the devglopment of legal education gnd.t &diction. The community had to give effect to the decisions
practice of law, a code of judicial conduct and harmomzanoghd other measures taken at different conferences, in order

oflaws. to counter phenomena that threatened to destabilize society
59. The Caribbean Community was particularly concerned and jeopardize the well-being of future generations.

by extraregional immigration policies, whereby Caribbea@a
nationals found guilty of criminal actities were deported to
the region, despite their tenuous connection to their coun
of birth. No account had been taken of the extreme
detrimental impact that the presence of hardened crimin

Her delegation was convinced of the need for
comprehensive and balanced national, regional and
Rernational strategies to reduce drug demand, supply,
roduction and trafficking. International cooperation had to
Ig improved, in order to find solutions that included
eradication of poverty and promotion of development.
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Moreover, development was predicated on the strengthening regional level. Joint efforts were necessary to create a better
of political stallity, the authority of the State, guarantees in  environmentdoing people, especially those in vulnerable
the area of justice and a return to the rule of law. groups.

67. For its part, Madagascar was engaged in talks onits 73. She wished to raise a further issue. A proportion of
accession to European conventions on judicial cooperation pharmaceutical drugs sold throughout the world were fake
and on action to combat money-laundering. It had recently and represented an enormous market controlled by organized
requested juridical assistance from UNDCP for the crime. In spite of the efforts made by theagkatival
elaboration of legislation on money-laundering and haddustry to deal with that problem, the police and international
sought the support of the Universal Postal Union for training agencies hadurat &iny solution.

of postal, customs and law enforcement officials on th§z4_

: : " Haiti, like other vulnerable island nations in the
possible use of the postal service for drug-trafficking.

Caribbean, was making a determined effort to cope with

68. Madagascar had adopted new legislation on increased drug-trafficking. Two specialized police units, the
psychotropic substances and precursors, in line with the Coast Guard, an anti-drug brigade and a customs surveillance
provisions of international conventions, and was preparing unit were involved in the campaign to combat drug-
a national plan to reduce drug demand and eliminate illicit traffickingtiadeofficials and law enforcement agents had

crop production. benefited from training conducted in cooperation with

69. Her delegation supported the establishment of MINDPCP- Her country had also adopted the Barbados action
intergovernmental ad hoc committee to elaborate &)en N 1996 and had participated in follow-up meetings in
international convention against transnational organiz&d@t regard in cooperation with other countries of the
crime and further welcomed the commitments made bregion, the United States of America and the European

African States to prevent the expansion of transnation P'On' In addltlon,_ the Haitian vaernment h_ad ca_rrled out
organized crime and corruption. joint measures with the Dominican Republic to improve

] ] o ) border surveillance and had signed a maritime cooperation
70.  However, financial support was vital if international anggreement with the United States to combat illicit drug-
regional cooperation were to succeed. Existing regionghfficking.

mechanisms needed to be reviewed to facilitate greater i
Mr. Belinga-Eboutou (Cameroon) stressed the need

cooperation and exchange of experience and information- ) . ;
r joint efforts at the regional and international levels to deal

between judicial authorities. The international community’ — - .
should transfer the required technology, while the mass mea\fﬁh the threat caused by llicit drug-trafficking and organized

should undertake relevant information and awareness-raisﬁ{gne' In that reggrd, his (_:ountry had welcomed the holding
activities. ofthe recent special session of the General Assembly on the

world drug problem, whose recommendations and

71. Madagascar would play its part in those efforts angbcjarations constituted guidelines for future action.

hoped that governmental and non-governmental hich had ded lthe i ional
organizations, civil society and the international communit 6. Cameroon, which had acceded to all the internationa

as a whole would redouble their efforts to combat the scour E\ug-cont_rol conventions, was adapting |ts national Iegisl_ation
of insecurity so that nations could develop in a world th P deal with the problems caused by illicit drug-trafficking,

guaranteed respect for fundamental human rights. arms-trafficking, money-laundering and related crime. His
country was working actively to strengthen economic

72. Mrs. Romulus (Haiti) said that the problems causeggoperation and stability in Central Africa, which required
by drugs harmed the health and welfare of individuals aRgore than ever the support of the international community in
undermined the economic, litical and cultural foundations ijts fight against drug-trafficking and organized crime. It was
of society. Crime had increased in Haiti because of thgerefore urgent to set up a United Nations office in Central

repatriation of young Haitian nationals who had beeRfrica to coordinate and intensify measures to deal with those
convicted ofillicit drug-trafficking and drug abuse in North propjems.

America. Her Government was stepping up its efforts to deal

with that problem by monitoring their return and reintegratin 7. Mr Al'Malk' (Bahrain) said that drug abuse and ””.Cit
them into Haitian society. States must consider the socfju9-trafficking posed an extremely grave threat to various

factors underlying crimes linked to drug_tr(,jfﬁckingaspectsoflifeinsociety, destroying the souls of individuals,
particularly among young people, and identify Sc)Ci(,ﬂl}c_)articularlyyouth.The international community should spare

reintegration measures to be taken at the local, national 4y €ffort to eradicate the problem through mutual
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cooperation. The work of the United Nations in that domain the prevention and suppression of drug-trafficking, the
was highly encouraging. treatment and reintegration of drug addicts, and money-

78. Forits part, Bahrain was firmly committed to combatin u_nc_i(_aring._ A_n anti-drug committee e_stablished t? coordir_1ate
drug abuse and trafficking and their pernicious effects tivities within the country was drawing up a national policy

economic and social life. All of its ministries and trtgtions based on a global, multisectoral approach. Togo also had a

were involved in efforts to eradicate that scourge and a speciiy9-analysis laboratory, which had been equipped with the
unit had been established in the psychiatric hospital to dégS'Stance of UNDCP. In the field of law enforcement, the
with substance abuse. The Ministry of Health had issued’g//C€ and customs services carried out drug seizure and
decree prohibiting any other approach to the treatment of drigStruction operations through their anti-drug brigades.
addiction, while a committee had been established withinthe 84. The effective implementation of that polightan
Ministry to combat the scourge of illicit drugs. increased drug-analysis capability, the establishment of new

79. Aseries of educational lectures had helped to raise l"ﬁ'ét'_'drug units, the sgttln_g up of fa_c|I|t|es to assist drug
icts, and the organization of training programmes could

awareness of schoolchildren about the dangers of drugs, ; § X )
ot be carried out without bilateral and multilateral

the principle that prevention was better than curd®t. X .
Conferences had also been held in sports and cultural C|UB§§|stance. Accordingly, her delegation welcomed the steps

focusing on the role of civil society in prevention. Relevar&’jlken by UNDCP to assist thewntries of Africa in that field

television and radio programmes had been broadcast to reﬁEH hoped that thqse activities Wo!“d _strengthen coop_ergnon
as large an audience as possible. between States aimed at combating illegal drug-trafficking.

80. The Government had amended the law to provide fgﬁ ) Ms. Aghadjan_ian (Armenia), speakin_g in exercise_pf
the death penalty or life imprisonment for trafficking offence_gqe n_ght of reply, said that the rgpresentaﬂ_ve of Azerbaijan,
and for the imposition of tougher fines on drug dealers. At tHB his statement at the previous meeting, had made a

same time, national agencies were carrying out bordg}lsleadmg reference to Armenian armed aggression against

monitoring and control to prevent illegal entry of narcotic’ﬁhat country. The conflict in question was between the pe__"p'e
substances. of Nagorny Karabakh and the Government of Azerbaijan,

which refused to address the demands of that people to
81. Bahrain continued to cooperate in that area with Statggercise their right to self-determination. The local Armenian
members of the Gulf Cooperation Council and the League génulation in Nagorny Karabakh had acted in self-defence in
Arab States and had acceded to the relevant internatio[:_;?(fer to avoid mass deportation and genocide. Armenia and
conventions. It was comitted to the elimination of the drug jts armed forces, therefore, bore no responsibility for the
scourge and looked forward to the strengthening @ritories currently controlled by the armed forces of Nagorny
international cooperation with a view to securing a better anghrapakh. In future, the representative of Azerbaijan should
more stable future for society as a whole. use more precise terminology in his statements. It was not the

82. Ms. Tay (Togo) expressed satisfaction with trecent first time that representatives of that country had cited so-
special session of the General Assembly on the world dr@glled Armenian aggression in an attempt to explain their own
problem, which had enabled States to reach consensus on §é@nhomic and social problems.

drug-control strategies. Her Government fully supported thg,e meeting rose at 5.20 p.m.

session’s action plans and declarations, which must be

implemented at the national, regional and international levels.

Each State must increase its participation in the anti-drug

campaign through energetic measures taking atwount the

new dimensions of the problem and by strengthening existing

legislation.

83. Togo was fully committed to combating the drug
problem and had taken numerous legislative and regulatory
measures at the national, regional and international levels.
Her country was a party to the three international drug-control
conventions as well as major subregional instruments in that
field. In March 1998 her Government had adopted, in
accordance with th&988 nvention, a new law relating to



