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The neeting was called to order at 10.35 a.m

OPENI NG OF THE SESSI ON

1. The TEMPORARY CHAI RPERSON decl ared open the twenty-first session of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child.

2. M. AGUI LAR URBI NA (Chief, Support Services Branch, Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts) extended a warm wel conme to the Conmttee on the
occasion of the opening of its twenty-first session, and congratul ated the
menbers of the Conmittee who had been newly elected or re-elected at the
seventh neeting of States parties to the Convention. He assured all nenbers
of the Secretariat's firmresolve to assist the Comrittee in carrying out its
duties; in that connection, two new professional staff nmenbers had joined the
Hi gh Commi ssioner's Plan of Action team

3. He thanked M. Fulci for his participation in the tel econference
recently held by the Bureaux of the Econom c and Social Council (ECOSCC) and
the Comm ssion on Human Rights. At that conference, M. Fulci had drawn
attention to issues of crucial inportance to both the Cormittee on the Rights
of the Child and the other human rights treaty bodies. That was particularly
signi ficant because the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts did not have a history of
according high priority to matters concerning the treaty bodi es.

4, The forthcom ng conmenoration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child would provide an opportunity to
review and strengthen the child rights dinmension in all human rights

mechani snms. At its recently concluded fifty-fifth session, the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts had devoted a special nmeeting to an interactive dial ogue on the
rights of the child, which had contributed to a better understanding of the
human rights inplications of the marginalization and exclusion of children
and to identifying ways in which the Conmm ssion and other human rights bodies
could act to protect the nost vul nerable groups of children. The Chairperson
of the fifty-fifth session had expressed the wish to neet the Conmittee for an
exchange of views on that subject. The Commi ssion had adopted a nunber of
resolutions relevant to the rights of the child, details of which had been
included in the Commttee's files for the current session. |In July, ECOSCC
woul d hold a special cerenpbny to celebrate the tenth anniversary. In
addition, the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner planned to hold a two-day
meeting during the Committee' s twenty-second session in order to highlight
achi evenents and chal l enges in the inplementation of the Convention and

i dentify ways of introducing inprovenents.

5. Members woul d be aware that the International Labour Conference,
currently under way, would be considering a draft |ILO convention ai med at
prohibiting and elimnating the worst fornms of child |abour. In March 1999,

the Comm ssion on the Status of Wonmen had adopted an Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen,

whi ch contai ned communi cation and inquiry procedures. Meanwhile the Conmittee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, at its recently concluded session

had di scussed draft general comrents on the right to education

6. The Committee had been invited to participate in a workshop on gender
mai nstream ng for special rapporteurs and chairpersons of treaty bodies,
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scheduled to be held from26 to 28 May 1998. In the context of the el eventh
meeti ng of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, which would take
place from 31 May to 4 June 1999, a joint session would be organized on 2 June
wWith participants in the sixth neeting of special rapporteurs/
representatives/experts and chairpersons of working groups of the specia
procedures system of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts and of the advisory

servi ces programre.

7. Finally, two independent experts, Ms. Anne Bayefsky and M. Chri st of
Heyns, were conducting a study of the treaty bodies with a view to providing
the Hi gh Commi ssioner with a thorough analysis of the workings of the treaty
system M. Bayevsky had requested a neeting with the Comrmittee to discuss her
wor k.

8. Ms. SARDENBERG observing that nenbership rotation was an essentia
principle in the conposition of United Nations bodies, welconed the new
menbers and expressed her hope that the Committee would continue to work
together as a team She al so wel coned the new nenbers of the staff, and
requested further information regarding plans for the celebration of the tenth
anni versary of the Convention. Finally, she applauded the Comm ssion on the
Status of Wonen for adopting the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Eli m nation of Al Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Whnen, which was a maj or
new devel opment. In her view, renewed consideration should be given to the
matter of the girl child, particularly since a conference schedul ed for the
foll owi ng year would be reviewing the results of the Fourth Wrld Conference
on Women held in Beijing in 1995.

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA (item 1 of the provisional agenda) (CRC C/ 85)

9. The provisional agenda (CRC/C/85) was adopted.

SOLEMN DECLARATI ON BY THE NEWY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE COW TTEE (agenda
item 2)

10. The TEMPORARY CHAI RPERSON invited the nmenbers newly elected at the
seventh neeting of States parties to nake the sol emm decl aration provided for
inrule 15 of the provisional rules of procedure.

11. He said that Ms. Karp and Ms. Quedraogo, who had been re-el ected at
the seventh neeting of States parties and who were unable to attend the
current meeting, would nake the declaration at the norning neeting of the
fol |l ow ng day.

12. M. DOEK, Ms. EL-GUINDI and Ms. TIGERSTEDT- TAHTELA made the fol | ow ng
declaration: “I solemly declare that I will performny duties and exercise
my powers as a nenber of the Commttee on the Rights of the Child honourably,
faithfully, inpartially and conscientiously.”

ELECTI ON OF THE OFFI CERS OF THE COW TTEE (agenda item 3)

13. The TEMPORARY CHAI RPERSON said that, at the request of one nenber, the
Conmittee woul d elect the officers of the Conmttee at the norning neeting of
the foll owi ng day.
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SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTIES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE 44 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5)

14. M. DAVID (Secretary of the Committee) said that since the previous
session, two initial reports had been received, those of Cdte d'lvoire and
Bhut an, and three periodic reports, those of Chile, Tunisia and Belgium To
date, a total of 156 reports had been submitted, 133 initial reports and

23 periodic reports; of those, the Commttee had thus far considered 98.
Fifty-seven initial reports and 100 periodic reports were overdue.

The discussion covered in the sunmary record ended at 11 a.m




