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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m.

Agenda item 93: Sustainable development and
international economic cooperation(continued

(a) Implementation of and follow-up to major
consensus agreements on development
(continued

(i) Implementation of the commitments and policies

agreed upon in the Declaration on International
Economic Cooperation, in particular the
Revitalization of the Economic Growth and
Development of the Developing Countries
(continued

(i) Implementation of the International
Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decadécontinued

Draft resolution on implementation of the commitments

and policies agreed upon in the Declaration on

International Economic Cooperation, in particular the

Revitalization of Economic Growth andedelopment of
the Developing Guntries, and implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Fourth
United Nations Development Deca@®/C.2/53/L.12)

1. Mr Hidayat (Indonesia), intoducing draft resolution

A/53/371-S/1998/848, A/53/416, A/53/425 and
A/53/487)

(b) Protection of global climate for present and
future generations of mankind (continued
(A/53/449)

(c) Implementation of the outcome of the Global
Conference on the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing Stategcontinued
(A/53/65-E/1998/5 and A/53/358)

(d) Convention on Biological Diversity (continued
(A/53/451)

(e) Implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa (continued
(A/53/516)

Draft resolution on international cooperation to reduce

the impact of the El Nifio phenomen®vC.2/53/L.11)

3. Mr. Hapsoro (Indonesia), intoducing draft resolution
A/C.2/53/L.11 on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, said
that the EI Nifio phenomenon was a recurrent and predictable
phenomenon. He expressed satisfaction that the international
community had strengthened its cooperation with the affected
countries.

A/C.2/53/L.12 on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, said 4Mr. Canuto (Holy See) said that the question of

that the recent financial crisis had demonstrated the
importance of the International Development Strategy. Some
thought would have to be given to the preparation of a new
strategy for the next decade. In that connection, the
Secretary-General, in the analytical report that he was
requested to submit, should highlight the areas that should

protecting the global climate could be stated quite succinctly:
could developing countries modernize their sodieties wit
endangering the environment? Half of all greenhouse gas
emissions originated from the use of fossil fuels. The
activities of 25 per cent of the world’s population were
responsible for 75 per cent of global emissions. It had

receive greater attention in the strategy for the Fifth United

Nations Development Decade.

(b) Integration of the economies in transition into
the world economy(continued

Draft resolution on integration of the economies in
transition into the world eanomy(A/C.2/53/L.13)

formerly been assumed that the developing countries should
follow the same development path as the developed countries,
regardless of differences in resource availability, social
structure, political orientation or historical backgind. That
approach had not succeeded. It had also beeught that the
economy was self-regulating and that an alarm system would
sound when natural resources began to be depleted; that was
not the case. The pursuit of individual interests, without

2. Mr. Reva (Ukraine), introducing draft resolutionregard for diminishing natural resources had led to
A/C.2/53/L.13, said that the United States of America haghsustainable development. There was no magic formula and
become a sponsor. He hoped that the text would be adopteghnology alone could not solve all problems.

by consensus. N
y 5. The over-exploitation of natural resources had led to

the degradation of the environment through desertification,
deforestation, the depletion of the ozone layer, the
eutrophication of lakes and streams, and the extinction of
plant and animal species. Almost 20 years earlier, Pope John
Paul Il had stressed that care must be taken in the application

Agenda item 94: Environment and sustainable
development(continued (A/53/25,
A/53/72—-S/1998/156, A/53/95-S/1998/311, A/53/96,
A/53/156-S/1998/78, A/53/165-S/1998/601,
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of advances in science and technology, and that it was not 9.  Turkey considered that commitments should take due
possible to interfere in one area of the ecosystem withoatcount of the specific circumstances and respalitséis of

paying due attention both to the consequences of such the parties concerned. Since Turkey was a much less
interference in other areas and to the well-being of future important source of pollution than the other countries listed
generations. Sixty per cent of the world’s population lived in  inthe annexes, it requested that its inclusion in those annexes
remote areas, with no access to conventional sources of should be reconsidered.

energy. The only solution was to burn virgin forests. 10. Ms. MacDonald (New Zealand) said that sustainable

6.  After the first revolution, which saw the development development required a holistic approach and there was a
of agriculture, and the industrial revolution, the time had need for greater linkage between environmental protection
come to begin a third revolution, based on the exchange of and economic and social development. The future of
knowledge and information. In order for developmentto be sustainable development was largely in the hands of local and
sustainable, it was necessary to move away from the use of national authorities; global solutions should be saved for
natural resources to the use of knowledge. The developing global problems. While far away from major centres of
countries needed to industrialize and eradicate poverty, population and pollution, New Zealand recognized the
unemployment and illiteracy without compromising their importance of being part of the solution for problems that had
future. Thus far, all attempts to solve those problems global effects.

sgparately had failed.. Environmental concerns should . New Zealand shared the concerns of the countries in its
viewed not as an adQ|t|onaI p.roblem.but as a catalyst ﬂVétgion and other countries vulnerable to the consequences of
would enable humanity to achieve all its goals. climate change. It regarded the Kyoto Protocol as a positive

7.  Mr. Ozturk (Turkey) said that his country had but incomplete achievement. The fourth session of the
expressed the wish that reference to Turkey should be deleted Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
from annexes | and Il of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change offered an opportunity to
Convention on Climate Change. Although it was in general resolve some issues left outstanding. Priority should be given
agreement with the spirit of the Convention, Turkey had not to developing rules for emissions trading. Such trading should
acceded to the Convention because it had been included incegat@n a liberal and open basishatit such restrictions
annexes | and Il together with developed countries that had  as quotakngsadat would introduce distortions into the
completed their industrialization, and economies in tithmis. market and impair its efficiency. It was important that the
Turkey's inclusion in those annexes entailed responsibilities rules to be developed should focus on ways of making
that it was currently not in a position to undertake. Its emissions trading practical and effective.

anthropogenic emissions were one tenth the average of &@ The recent South Pacific Forum meeting had

cobuntrles “sf.tf?ﬁ 'Q annex i, anfd ;]ts energy consun;)pnon }N%?nphasized the deep concern of its members about the impact
about one ti the average o the cou.ntnes members o tB?climate change. New Zealand had associated itself with the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and DeV?IOpmef—‘Brum Leaders statement on climate change (A/53/416,
(OECD) and one fourth the average of the countries of tr5’}::>pendix I), in which the Forum stressed that the developed

Europgan Union. Its contr|but.|on t.o 9'0'?""' warming was OnIé(ountries should take the lead in combating climate change
a fraction of that of the countries listed in annex Il. Althoug nd underscored the urgent need for wider global

it was not a party to the Convention, Turkey was aware of iEarticipation.

responsibilities. It had taken the necessary legislative steps

to reduce its emission levels as envisaged for the countrie3. Her delegation welcomed the progress made at the
listed in annex I. It continued to contribute to the Globajourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the

Environment Facility, as called for in annex II, and provide&onvention on Biological Diversity in Bratislava in Map98
significant financial aid to developing countries. and was pleased that it had recognized the importance of

cooperation with other processes and organizations. It was

SH FThe mattir of Turke.y’s ixc;lubsmn froli‘n the annixesh%%rsential to avoid duplication of effort and to make use of the
the Framework Convention had been taken up at the thig engths of other entities.

session of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in _ _ _ _ _
Kyoto and at the meeting of the Subsidiary Body fot4- The work of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Implementation in Bonn; it would be further discussed at tH&ould be conducted in an efficient and transparent way that

fourth session of the Conference of the Parties in Buengg8abled smaller delegations to participate. Small island
Aires in November 1998. developing States were particularly vulnerable to such global

phenomena as climate change and sea-level rise for which
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they bore little responsibility. It was up to the international
community to ensure that their future was not jeopardized. In
that context, New Zealand welcomed the initiatives scheduled
for 1999 and the implementation of the Barbados Programme
of Action. It hoped that the forthcoming special session of the
General Assembly would provide a blueprint for the complete
and effective implementation of the Programme of Action, and
welcomed the role that the Committee on Sustainable
Development had been given in helping to prepare for the
special session.

184r. Ronneberg (Marshall Islands), referring to the
protection of global climate, said that his Government was
actively supporting the efforts of the scientific community to
find solutions to the problem of climate change. The
industrialized countries should talgestmeasures to cut

their greenhouse-gas emissions;oniieation the Kyoto
Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change was entirely inadeqaiase the arbitrary
concessions it granted were likely to undermine more

extensive reduction efforts. A more scientific approach should

15. Mr. Koech (Kenya) said that Kenya had prepared Qe taken in determining which industrializeountries should

national action plan to combat desertification, which w
being implemented under the auspices of the National
Environmental Secretariat. Desertification was a major

concern to Kenya since about 80 per cent of its territory was
affected by that phenomenon and some 10 million people
lived in poverty because of the impact of drought. Kenya’s

long-term objective was to achieve sustainable development
by means of poverty-alleviation,

authorities had to organize programmes tinabived all the

argduce their emissions further.

19. Nationally, his Government had established a national
climate change committee comprised of representatives from
a number of ministries and from local businesses. That
dtie@vould propose appropriate action to advance the
implementation of the Framewavk@ion. At the Buenos

Aires Conference of the Parties tonttemtion, the

food-security and Marshall Islands would work closely with the Alliance of
environment-conservation strategies. For that purpose, the

Small Island States to direct the application of the Convention

and the Kyoto Protocol towards concrete action.

stakeholders and to create the necessary legal frameworkzg? With regard to small island developing States and the

order to succeed, the National Action Plan would have ;

incorporate the contributions of Kenya's
socio-cultural groups.
16. Asthe programmes of the National Action Plan showed,

while the Government was taking an active part in combating
desertification, it was also supported by non-governmental
organizations that worked at the grass-roots level and by
donors and international organizations that provided financial

. thlementation of the Barbados Programme of Action, the
Varou ommission on Sustainable Development had noted with
concern that the response by the international donor

community had been very inadequate in comparison with the
significant national and subregional efforts made. The
Marshall Islands favoured convening the round table that
would shortly bring together the small island developing
States andaher Governments and agencies. That

and technical support. The Plan’s steering committeeitiative might assist thoseotintries in implementing the

included representatives of the  Government,
non-governmental  organizations, universities and
international organizations. It supported the National NGO
Coordinating Committee on Desertification, which was made
up of non-governmental organizations involved in
desertification issues. The Plan also included general

public-awareness programmes; it had reached many districts

in Kenya and was currently providing assistance to local
communities.

17. In spite of some difficulties, such as insufficient
resources and inadequate technology, Kenya was now firmly
committed to combating desertification. It called on the
General Assembly to promote action to assist countries,
particularly countries in Africa, in implementing regional

capacity-building programmes, should be made available to
those countries.

21.

22.

Barbados Programme of Action. It would be helpful if the
donor community made voluntary contributions that would
allow small island States which were not United Nations
Members to participate both iwuthe: table and in the

special session of the General Assembly that w88 in

make an assessment of the progress made in the follow-up to
the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States.

On the question of biological diversity, the Marshall

Islands and other Pacific istamdrees had made significant

contributions to the discussions at the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity held in
Bratislava. They had organized a preparatory workshop, with

the support of several States and non-governmental
plans of action. To that end, adequate resources, together with

organizations, that had been instrumental in allowing them
to present a unified position at the Conference.

The issue of biosafety was being hotly debated in the

context of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Many
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developing countries feared that they would become testing organizations and, in the context of technical cooperation
grounds for potentially dangerous new substances. A totally among developing countries, it had established relations with
free trading regime for bioengineered products exposed those several Asiatties for the protection of forests. Those
countries to serious risk. The Marshall Islands was currently common activities facilitated the exchange of experiences and
drafting a set of rules to govern biosafety issues in the favoured the implementation of the commitments under the
country, on which it would report to the next session ofthe  Convention.

Conference of the Parties to the Convention. 27. His Government, a party to the United Nations

23. Regarding desertification, the Marshall Islands had Conventionto Combat Desertificatiot@®7ceéhad long

recently acceded to the Convention to Combat Desertification.  been cognizant of the consequences of desertification, which
The country had suffered a severe drought®®7 and was affected Central Myanmar. As part of a reforestation project
trying to mitigate the short-term effects with technical and in the nine districts of the arid zone of the country, it had
material assistance from Japan and the United States, created plantations with the participation of the local
although a long-term strategy would be required. The population, who would be entitled to use the fuelwood that
Marshall Islands looked forward to participating in the second would lpelygeced. The plantations should improve their
session of the Conference of the Parties to that important living conditions, while halting soil erosion and improving
Convention. climatic conditions. A project of that kind had been carried

24. Mr. U Win Aung (Myanmar) said that biological out in the Mount Popa region and was having a visible impact

diversity was not the sum of all ecosystems and species giPoth th_e cIima_te and the well—being c_)fthe _inhabitants. The
represented the variability within and among them. It Wd'gforestatlo_n_pmjectshowe_d that poll_tlcal W'”_ on the part of
consequently a vast domain. With human beings totaﬁpe authorities together W|th_the active partlc_lpatlon of the
dependent upon the fauna and flora of the world for theriPraI people could produce miracles. \_(et desplte the resolve
survival, it was imperative to preserve biodiversity. Myanma(?f t_he Governmgnt and the populatlo_n, their means were
attached the utmost importance to the question. It had bdgﬁ'ted’ and asglstqnce was needed, in f”'f‘F’S' n technical
one of the original signatories of the Convention on Biologicéﬂ_now'how or in kind, to combat_ desert|f|cat|on_ more
Diversity, and was party to a number of agreements awgouroqsly. Myanmar Welcomed, in that connection, th_e
conventions for the protection of the natural Worldforthcomlng second session of the Conference of the Parties

Furthermore, its traditions and culture were very respectﬁﬂ the Convention to be held in Dakar.

of all forms of life. 28. Mr. Sersale di Cerisano(United Nations Industrial

25.  Currently, protected forests covered 2 per cent of ﬂlpeevelopment Organization) said that his organization was
total land area of the country, but thenig-term objective was resolved to contribute to the successful outcome of the fourth

to raise that to 10 per cent. Myanmar was very rich in animﬁ?SSiO” ofthe Conference oft_he Parties to the Qnited Nations
and plant species, many still not identified. Its Iegislatioﬁrame\’vOrk Conve_ntlon on Cllme_lte Change. With a mandate
provided various categories of protection for its fauna, arig promote sustglnable industrial develo_pmgnt, the United
official forest reserves covered more than 100,000 squawgt'ons_ Industrial Development Orgar_uzatlon (UNlDQ)
miles. Thanks to its experience over more than a centuryvl\f?rked in several areas related to the enwronment,_ especially
forest management, it had successfully developed a syst transfer of environmentally sound technologies. It had

combining rational exploitation and the protection Ofxa\cilit::lted the holding of a think-tank meeting on climate
biodiversity change organized recently by the Group of 77, and had

organized an expert group meeting in Vienna in October 1998
26. Nevertheless, arich natural endowment was not enough, the Clean Development Mechanism and sustainable
for it still had to be managed more systematically ang\qustrial development. The Climate Changen@ention and
scientifically. That would require regional, interregional anghe Kyoto Protocol dealt with issues that would have an
international cooperation with regard, in particular, to thgnpact on development cooperation and industrial investment,
management of activities to conserve biological diversity, thgd thus on the policy guidelines of UNIDO, particularly with
protection of migratory species, and the development pdgard to the promotion of technical innovations and the
institutions and capabilities, especially in setting up earch for financing. Mindful of the crucial importance of
database information system. Myanmar was working closelymate change, and wishing to assist developing countries
on wildlife protection with the United Nations Developmenind countries with eanomies in transition to implement the
Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organizatiggyovisions of the Framework Convention and the Kyoto
of the United Nations (FAO) and various non-governmentgrotocol, UNIDO was streamlining its structure and technical
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capabilities, and it urged the developed countries to review the implementation of the Convention to Combat
their production and consumption patterns and to finance the Desertification.

transfer and adaptation of clean technologies. 31. Ms. Weill-Hallé (International Fund for Agricultural

29. The developing countries, whose importance to global Development) said that she would focus mainly on the efforts
industrial development was increasing, could play a decisive made by the International Fund for Agricultural Development
role in the negotiations on climate change. The Kyoto (IFAD) to establish the Global Mechanism provided for in the
Protocol, which was aimed at the reduction of emissions of Convention to Combat Desertification. Since combating
greenhouse gases, was a milestone on the road to sustainable desertification was within its mandate, IFAD had invested
industrial development. In some areas, it provided for flexible over $@iob in local development and local
mechanisms which could serve as a basis for cooperation; capacity-building projects in arid regions. In terms of
discussion should be centred on the directives to be technical assistance, it had granted subsidies to meet the
implemented particularly with regard to technology transfer, needs of small farmers in fragile ecosystems and had
new and additional resources, clean development mechanisms developed technologies likely to have a long-range impact
and the exchange of emission rights for annex B countries (pestresistant species, improved water reclamation systems
from a global standpoint, so as to move the negotiations and low-cost soil and water protection measures). Following
forward. The implementation of the Protocol was essential, the devastating droughts that had ravaged sub-Saharan
particularly in order to establish the basic rules for the African countries in the B389s, IFAD had been the first
financing of clean development mechanisms. Judging by the international financial institution to draw up a special
current trend in official development assistance and the programme of assistance for those countries, for which over
implementation of the Kyoto mechanisms, it would probably $70on had been mobilized.

be necessary to seek new financing sources for cle IFAD was convinced that combating desertification

development mechanlsms, such as.the mvestm.entpromoa%%ended mainly on resource mobilization and effective
by trade liberalization and the dynamism of the private sect Enning, and that in addition, partnership was essential,

or, in the case of technology transfers leading to reduc rticularly with countries affected by the scourge of

emissions, t.he exchgnge of emission ngth. That fmanm @sertification. Decisive steps had been taken towards the
modality which was likely to begome very important in theestablishment of the Global Mechanism; in 1997, IFAD had
future, was currently the subject of a research Prolefhen chosen by the Conference of the Parties to house the
undertaken by UNIDG. Global Mechanism. In 1998 its Executive Board had@rsed

30. Mr. Acemah (Uganda) said that his country attached that decision. IFAD welcomed the successful outcome of the
importance to the follow-up to the United Nations Conference negotiations on modalities for cooperation with the
on Environment and Development and the first session of the Convention secretariat; a memorandum of understanding
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention would be submitted during the second session of the
to Combat Desertification, held in Rome. The challenge of Conference of the Parties, to be held at Dakar.

sustainable development was particularly rigorous infragi%. It should be recalled that at the outset the Global

gcosy?tems, Sfu?:: ai:the Sart1.ellan rﬁgur)]n - Wh(;en(;:?;hebcruﬁg!:hanism had been envisaged, not as a central financing
:{mpor ancke :'. del onvention, whic prgw eh Ie ask():ody, but as the hub of a dynamic network of partners, each
ramework. His delegation was concerned at the slow pa, king a specific contribution to combating desertification.

of efforts to gstabhsh the G'O*?a' Mechanism, and hoped thIﬁ';\tthat spirit, the Conference of the Parties had approved the
the Intgrnatlongl Fund for Agricultural Development (”:AD)i ter-institutional cooperation agreement and IFAD, UNDP
tEe\l/Jvm:s%Nal;uonsl(l:j)ﬁvelopmheqt Progrgmme (.UNEP) ahd the World Bank had established a committee to facilitate
the World Bank would honour their commitments in that areg, functioning of the Global Mechanism, the membership of
without delay. It was to be hoped that the mternatlong\llhich had been enlarged. By the end of 1998 theilEation
community would provide the Convention secretariat with th@ommittee would have held three meetings, which would
resources needed to discharge its mandate. His delega“g(}e enabled it to define its main functions, the modalities for

welcomed the signing of the Headquarters Agreeme{:}soperation between it and the Global Mechanism and its own

between the United Nations a_nd Germany, the host coun ethod of functioning, which would be as a consultative body
and hoped that the secretariat could move to Bonn at t

L ; ) fitside the structure of the Global Mechanism, to be called
beginning of 1999 as planned. His delegation furthtﬂ'1

endorsed the establishment of a coittee, which should be
a subsidiary body of the Conference of the Parties, to revi

to action as needed and authorized to establish working
e%oups on specific questions.
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34. Interms of partnership, IFAD worked in collaboration Commission on Human Settlements. He looked forward to the
with the Global Environment Facility (preparation and early implementation of the proposed reforms.

co-financing of investment projects in arid regions), UND%B While environmental degradation had become a major

(request_s for support se_rvic_es for countryteams) _and the Fooorgistacle to the achievement of sustainable development, it
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAOQNas encouraging that positive developments had taken place

(memorandum of undersftanding on join_t ini_tiatives in t_hﬁ] the work of the Commission on Sustainable Development

frgmework_of the Conventlon)_. It ql;o ma_lntamed close tie d UNEP as a result of the decisions taken at the nineteenth
Y;”t: t:e private s(;ector an;(j \;]V'th (;:Vllldspu:ahty. IS J_tmde é??{ ecial session of the General Assembly. In partnership with

't had sponsored a workshop neid in the Lnite al%¥e various United Nations programmes and organizations
Congress which had provided an opportunity for furthedrealing with the environment, both the Commission and
consideration of the Global Mechanism in the context of rur?JNEP should continue to sérve as key mechanisms of
poverty. alleviation. IFAD was also vyorkmg W'th theindustrial cooperation in the field of sustainable development.
secretariat of the Conference of the Parties and with a group

of non-governmental organizations to raise global awarenek® Despite the difficulties faced by his country, the
of the problem of desertification. Government was endeavouring to implement Agenda 21 and

had already made some progress in addressing the problems

;‘\)’AS' hW'.th regard tobl,thﬁ orgar;lzatlon of the GIOb%fpovertyand unemployment. In that context, the sixth World
echanism, the establishment of a programme execut ngress of environmental journalists had been held in

database on thg .f|na'1nC|aI needs of developing countri Blombo; environmental journalists played a crucial role in
affected by desertification was already well advanced. Tha using attention on environmental issues and in finding

to generous .contributions f_rom Germany and Sweden, it hg lutions to environmental problems.

been possible to recruit the Director-General of the

Mechanism. The recruitment of the other core staff membef§.  SriLanka was committed to protecting its biodiversity

should take place at the beginning of 1999. IFAD waand in 1995 had celebrated its first national biodiversity day
convinced of the essential contribution that the Conventid¥th the opening of a permanent biodiversity exhibition and

to Combat Desertification and the Global Mechanism wouldle release of a biodiversity newsletter. It was also

make to the fight against poverty and environment&stablishing national plans in various fields such as
degradation, and deeply appreciated the contribution that pi@diversity, forestry, fisheries, coastal conservation and the
members and partners in the United Nations system and cig@inservation of medicinal plants.

society were making to the establishment of the Globali. The National Environmental Act dated back to 1982.
Mechanism. The Ministry of the Environment had adopted an integrated

36. Mr.Kiriella (SriLanka) said that, although significantaPProach to conservation and the sustainable use of natural
developments had taken place with regard to the environmé@gources as part of a highly detailed action plan prepared in
and sustainable development, there was still a long way to g@njunction with various governmental agencies and the
to achieve the targets that had been set. The Secdfgociated sector. The plan includedter alia, the
Committee should review the progress made in implementifgPlementation of the Conventions adopted at the Rio
Agenda 21 and the programme adopted at the nineteef@nference and significant training and awareness-raising
special session of the General Assembly devoted to tAgtivities, in particular for young people and in the field of
overall review and appraisal of the implementation of Agenddodiversity. The Ministry of the Environment had also
21, as well as the progress made in implementing the Unit@gtablished inter-agency coordinating committees to
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, tH&plement those Conventions and provide sector-specific
Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nation§&nvironmental advocacy.

Convention to Combat Desertification in Those COUHtI‘ie@z_ His Government had focused on improving the Capacity
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertificatiorsf non-governmental organizations and the private sector to
Particularly in Africa. share the responsibility of managing the environment. In

37. In his report on United Nations reform, thél.995, it had launched a poverty alleviation programme,
Secretary-General had attached great importance to fivering one third of the country’s population, which
environment, considering that it had a major bearing diPhsisted in ensuring a minimum income through a direct
development activities of the United Nations system, and hiigome transfer.

proposed strengthening and restructuring the United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations
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43. Non-governmental organizations, business, industryand thetasito be carried out under the Convention. The

the Government were engaged in a consultative process aimed transfer of environmentally sound technologies and the
at achieving the targets set in Agenda 21 and other Rio exchange of experience in combating desertification were also
agreements. A policy decision had also been taken to establish  effective ways of implementing the Convention.

a National Council for Sustainable Development in order %’8 The full achievement of the objectives of the

encourage broad participation of all the relevant groups in tlE‘,‘%nvention required the implementation of bold national

decision-making process and in the implementation Bfolicies covering, on the one hand, socio-economic and
measures towards sustainable development.

environmental concerns through the rational management of

44. In conclusion, he appealed to international donor resources, and, on the other hand, the fight against poverty
agencies and the developed countries to support the and the improvement of agricultural methods. Particular
sustainable development activities which the developing attertimuld be paid to the potential of new and renewable
countries, despite the great difficulties which thagdd, were  sources of energy in combating deforestation. In that regard,
undertaking. it would be useful to consider the extent to which activities

45. Mr. Ka (Senegal), referring to the question o{underthe ©nvention could be linked with advocacy for the

combating desertification, said that, with the first session XYorId Solar Programme which had recent_ly been adopted by
the Conference of the Parties, held in Rome in 1997, tﬁée General Assembly. It was by addressing the deep-rooted

Convention on Desertification had entered a decisive pha‘?&‘ses of desertification that it would be possible to meet the

in its implementation and in the institutional follow-up to itschallenge of sustainable development.

activities. In deciding to host the second session of the 44r. Staehelin (Observer for Switzerland) said that his
Conference of the Parties, which was scheduled to take place country attached great importance to the three international
in the near future in Dakar, his Government sought to conventions on biodiversity, climate change and
contribute to the consolidation of the gains achieved in Rome. desertification which had been adopted as part of the Rio
That decision also demonstrated his country’s wish to assume  process, as they set forth legally binding commitments in key
its share of the joint responsibility for combating areas of environmental protection. It was essential to promote
desertification. the universal ratification of those Conventions and to ensure

46. In view of their dramatic and global Consequencet:‘h,at they were progressively strengthened.

desertification and drought demanded decisive joint action. 50. Concerning the problem of climate change, the
In that connection, he emphasized that all the instruments calculated targets set in the Kyoto Protocol for the limitation
resulting from the Rio process should receive equal treatment and reduction ohhguse gas emissions by the

since they were of equal significance in the quest for industrialized countries were inadequate. It was therefore
sustainable development. essential, at the fourth Conference of the Parties, scheduled

47. Much remained to be done to establish a soIf& be_ held in Buenos Aires, to adopt a work plan with
foundation for the Convention, and it was a matter of urgen adlines. Furthermore, care should be taken to ensure that

to find a satisfactory solution to questions which had not bedje procedures for using flexible mechanisms and greenhouse

resolved at the Conference of the Parties in Rome. In tH}tS wells would not jeopardize the targets set in the Kyoto

connection, he referred to the pending articles of the rules%'fOtOCOL

procedure of the Conference of the Parties, the mechanism 51. Switzerland planned to ratify and faithfully implement
for assessing the implementation of the Convention, the work the Kyoto Protocol at the same time as its partners in the
programme of the Committee on Science andifedogy, the industrialized countries. The Parliament was currently
process of defining benchmarks and indicators, the gathering considering a bill proposing that CO emissions should be
of data on traditional knowledge and practices and the use of reduced 10 per cet®®6rtevels by 2010.

such data for the purposes of the Convention, the regio

implementation annex for the countries of the eastern a outcome of the most recent Conference of the Parties, held

central European region and, above all, the entry injg gratisiava, represented notable progress. However, the
operation of the Global Mechanism. The latter raised the, .\ .o tion must have a greater impact in such areas as
fundamental question of the mobilization of resources. Inthg ficulture, forestry, economic policy, biological safety
connection, his delegation believed that the budget of tl& cess to genetic resources and the transfer bfiglogy. In

Convention secre_tI?rlat for tlhe Ib!e”“]if‘%@998—1f_9991 particular, its provisions on access to genetic resources and
amounting to $6 million, was clearly insufficient to INaNC&heir equitable distribution must be given more practical

With regard to the Convention on Biological Diversity,
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expression. The solutions arrived at should be acceptable for addressing the 14 priority areas of the Barbados Programme
both the developing and the industrialized countries. of Action. During the preparations for the special session of
Switzerland actively supported the elaboration of an the General Assembly planned for 1999 on the
international protocol on the prevention of biotechnological implementation of the Programme of Action, her delegation
risk and hoped that an effective instrument would be adopted hoped that the Commission would focus on expected
that would guarantee that international trade in genetically outcomes in order to accelerate implementation. The
modified living organisms would be conducted in complete preparatory work deimgby the Small Island Developing

safety. States Unit, in cooperation with UNDP, ECLAC and other

53. On the question of combating desertification, he Sa_:f}gencies with a view to the convgning of a d_onor conference
that Switzerland had participated actively in the drafting df Feb:ua_ry 1999 was encc_)uragl_nrg];. Ir? Trmu_jad and_ 'I_'ob_ago
the Convention on the subject and had allocated a significéi‘?rnsu ta_ttl)cl)nsf wer:e _onglomg W't_ t ef V:”(I)DUS mlnlstrlesf
amount of bilateral aid to combat that scourge. It woulffsponsible for the implementation of the Programme o

participate actively in the Conference of the Parties to be hé?tft_'on with a view to the early submission of a portfolio of
in Dakar, which should establish the titational framework projects. ltwas to be hoped that the donor conference would

for cooperation and the programme of work for the comin e successful and that the donor community would make firm
gmmitments.

years. It attached particular importance to the adoption of t
memorandum of understanding between the Conference of the 57. The report of the Secretary-General on plans and
Parties and IFAD regarding the Global Mechanism, which  projects implemented in small island developing States
should faditate the mobilization of resources for the (A/53/358)gave a good idea of the action taken, although it
implementation of the Convention. It would also be desirable was less than complete. The areas which had attracted the
if the arrangements concerning cooperation between the most attention were climate change, biodiversity and
Convention secretariat and the Global Mechanism ensured freshwater resources. There was a certain degree of overlap,
that their respective activities were complementary. as the Global Environment Facility, UNBNd»E had

54. Given the increasingly complex nature of théeported on the same projec_ts. A report_ing_ me_chanism sho_uld
environmental conventionsach of them must develop Iinksbe developed which would give a clear indication of the origin

not only with the other conventions but also with thé)ffundmg for the various projects.

international institutions which had specialized experience 58. The small island developing States must re-examine
and knowledge in related fields. From that perspective, their priorities in keeping with their national objectives for
Switzerland welcomed the recommendations of the United the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action.
Nations Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements. In that way, the impact of projects relating to the
It supported all the efforts that had been made to strengthen implementation of the Programme on sustainable
the coordinating role of UNEP in order to create greater development could be measured more easily. For example,
synergy between the activities undertaken under the various tbosg&ies should focus on science anchtealogy. Work
conventions and those of the national and international must also continue on the development of ailitynerab
institutions in the field of environment and sustainable index for small island developing States and data must be
development. In conclusion, he reiterated Switzerland’s great compiled for a more comprehensive assessment of their
interest in the proclamation of the year 2002 as the ecological vuliigyab

International Year of Mountains and said it intended t8g.

- . . ) The issue of financial resources was crucial for the
participate actively in the preparations for the Year.

economies of small States. The financial institutions must

55. Ms. Khan-Cummings (Trinidad and Tobago) said provide them with the necessary funds to deal with a full
that, in 1994 at Barbados, the international community had range of priority areas at the national level, and bilateral and
adopted a Programme of Action that was intended to multilateral donors must take their special situation into
complement chapter 17 of Agenda 21 regarding small island account.

developing States. The Programme of Action containgd) - niy. Kamal (Pakistan), referring to the protection of
binding commitments in the areas of climate change aggy giohal climate, said that there had been considerable
biodiversity which addressed the special conditions and,ress in establishing normative regimes to address the
vulnerability of those countries. issue of climate change. The Kyoto Protocol and the

56. As part of its multi-year work programme, the Framewooki@ntion on Climate Change were significant
Commission on Sustainable Development had been stepsinthatregard. However, little or no progress had been
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achieved in curbing emissions of greenhouse gases, which environment and sustainable development had increased
were a major cause of climate change. It was unfair to expect tremendously. However, environmental degradation continued
the developing countries, which had neither the technology unabated, and the goals of sustainable development remained
nor the resources, to take the first step; it was for the elusive. Developing countries should therefore be given
developed countries to take the lead. His delegation hoped adequate financial resources and appropriate technologies to
that those critical issues would be discussed in earnest atthe enable them to help realize the objectives of Agenda 21.

forthcoming meeting of the Convention’s subsidiary bodiebs7_ Mr. Stefanek (Slovakia) said that the international

in Buenos Arres. community had been concerned about the conservation of

61. Turning to the implementation of the outcome of the biological diversity only in recent years, although many
Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small species had been threatened for a long time. It was only in
Island Developing States, he said that those countries’ own 1992 that the international community had adopted a legally
efforts to achieve sustainable development must be supported binding instrument on that issue.

by the international community, in particular through financiaésl

) Slovakia had hosted the fourth meeting of the
assistance.

Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological

62. On the issue of climate change, the small island Diversityin Bratislava a few months earlier. The meeting had
developing States depended to a large degree on global action  marked the transition from the start-up phase to a long-term
to stop global warming, which posed a serious threat to their plan of action and had developed new guidelines for work
existence. In the meantime, the international community must  programmes in several key ecosystems. One of the priorities
help them to build up their capacities to cope with the impact of the meeting had been the adoption of a work programme
of climate change and sea-level rise by providing them with  focusing on the elaboration of the first global assessment of
technical and financial assistance. the biodiversity of inland water ecosystems in cooperation

63. Another crucial issue for those States was tI){}g}ith the Commission on Sustainable Development and the

development of a vulnerability index which took indgcount Conve_ntlon on Wetlands .Of International Importance

all the relevant variables. There was a need for propgﬁpeuallyas Waterfowl Habitat.

understanding of the complexity of the concept of 69. The Conference of the Parties had decided that a
vulnerability. Work should continue on the building of a Protocol on Biosafety would be adopted at the special session
comprehensive index, taking into account a number of factors  ofthe Conferel®@dnThe adoption of the Protocol was

such as biodiversity, climate change and sea-level rise. of particular importance to humankind in the field of
64. With respect to combating desertification, which Wagiotechnology and geneti(_:ally modified org_anisms. The

as critical to the African countries as the issue of C"mat(éonfere_nce had als_o regfﬂrmed t_he UthSt |mporta_nce of
change was to the small island developing States, it Sho&%veloplng cooper_atlon with the Un|te_d Nations and W'Fh the

be noted that the United Nations Convention to Combg{her relevant environmental conventions, as well as with the
Desertification could not be implemented without adequaygorld Trade Organization, especially within the framework
resources and appropriate technologies. In order to increggéhe Agre_ement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

the effectiveness of the existing mechanisms for resour'?:éOperty Rights.

generation, the international community should supportthe 70. His delegation welcomed the outcome of negotiations
Global Mechanism. It was widely recognized that poverty onreplenishment of the Global Environment Facility, which
eradication was an effective strategy for combating had resulted in pledges of $2.75 billion.

degertification and pro_moting- sustaingble developmep,tll Since the Slovak Republic had been elected president
Afrlca should be provided with sufficient resources Qf the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, it still
implement that strategy. had an important role to play until the fifth meeting of the

65. To ensure effective implementation of the Convention, Conference in 2000. It hoped that fruitful cooperation would
a committee should be established for the periodic review of be established with all the stakeholders who wished to
progress on the implementation of the Convention, because participate in the implementation of planned activities in the
the existing review bodies had clearly contributed to area of biodiversity.

accelerating the implementation of other instruments. 72.  Mr. Ingolfsson (Iceland) welcomed the outcome of the

66. Since the adoption of the Rio Declaration and Agenda Kyoto Conference, which was an important step towards
21, the total number of legal instruments dealing with reducing the threat caused by global warming. The impending

10
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fourth session of the Conference of the Parties in Buenos of marine living resources, in full compliance with the United
Aires offered an opportunity to finalize some of the Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Agreement
outstanding issues and to make progress on others. for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United

73.  In the decision concerning the adoption of the Kyotlaations C_onvention on the Law of the _Sea r_elating to the
Protocol, it was stated that the Buenos Aires Conference%?nﬁler‘l\’/la_t'on and Manqgemerllt_ of Straddllng F'ST]StOCES a?d
the Parties would consider suitable methodologies to addré_gg dy |%ratol;y Speugts)l, taF'.n% m_to accfouEtt E Cc(; € Od
the situation of parties included in Annex B. Iceland hagor_' uct for esponsibie Fisheries ot the  Foo - an
proposed a solution to that problem at the meeting of tl&gnculture Organization of the United Nations. A decision
subsidiary bodies of the Convention in Bonn a few montﬁ’goml?j SISO ha_w(;:- to be rt]akelnbasl lto V‘ih'cz thtgglsgtévmes
earlier. It had circulated a draft decision to all parties arﬁPou e carried out at_t € global level and whi €
wished to urge that the proposal should be given careflirlemented at the regional or national level. In that context,

consideration so that the matter could be finalized in BuenBE'o_rlty ShO_UId _b_e given to the creation and str_engthenmg of
Aires. regional scientific centres of excellence on marine and coastal

ecosystems in order to provide guidance to regional and
74. Itwas imperative that meaningful progress should Bgtional managers. That endeavour of cooperation with a view
made at the next session of the Conference of the Parties Wightne conservation and sustainable management of marine
regard to the development of flexibility mechanismechuse 5ng coastal biological diversity must remain transparent.

such mechanisms offered the most cost-effective means@jwards that end, national experts should undertake peer
combating climate change. reviews.

75. In order to facilitate consensus-building with respegly  |celand recognized the importance of combating
to the rules and modalities concerning emissions trading, joésertification, a phenomenon which had the most direct
implementation and the clean development mechanisfhpact on the living conditions, poverty and food security of
Iceland had participated in conceptual work conducted btgople. Therefore the Convention adopted on that issue was
group of nations which had resulted in the presentation ob@ oyt the survival of present generations and securing a better
discussion paper at the Bonn meeting, which should facilitaies for future generations. The strong link between land
consensus. degradation and living conditions had been demonstrated in
76. The Kyoto Protocol recognized carbon sequestratifis own country, which was experiencing the impact of
as an important means of combating climate change. Silikge-scale erosion and loss of vegetation cover.
enhancement was, however, limited to afforestation. IcelaR@sertification and rangeland degradation, stemming
had therefore proposed that the revegetation of degraded I@adticularly from deforestation and overgrazing, had resulted
should be reagnized as sink enhancement. Restoration &F the loss of half of the soil cover in Iceland.

degraded land was also important in the context of thgy  The processes leading to desertification in different
Convention to Combat Desertification. It would therefore bgjimatic regions of the world were strikingly similar.
useful for the objectives of the two conventions to include th@ﬁtrengthened cooperation among such regions could promote
activity in the list of activities aimed at enhancing carboge implementation of the Convention, and its evaluation
uptake by sinks. could be enhanced through broad-based scientific input.

77. His delegation welcomed the results of the fourt9)  The implementation of the Convention to Combat
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Conventigjasertification must not be seen in isolation from that of other
on Biological Diversity held recently in Bratislava. Itinstruments adopted on the environment. In particular, the
welcomed, in particular, the adoption of the decision on thginciples incorporated in the Convention on Biological
conservation and sustainable use of marine and coast@jersity must be kept in mind. The important linkage with

biological diversity. Icelanders were very conscious of th@ye Framework Convention on Climate Change must also be
importance of thatissue, because such resources constitythgnized.

the single largest source of protein and represented a cru%iaéll

part of the earth’s ecosystem Mr. Ferjan ¢i¢ (Slovenia) said that sustainable

. ) development necessitated dealing with its environmental
78. Iceland had taken an active part in the development@fmponent simultaneously with its social and economic

the programme of work on that issue. It wished to stress, #@@mponents, and called for a radical change in production and
that regard, that it was imperative to focus efforts ogonsumption patterns.

promoting the sustainable management of biological diversity

11
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83. \Various international institutions already dealt with aggression against Kuwa®90 had had catastrophic
specific aspects of sustainable development. For its part, consequences for the marine environment of Kuwait and the
Slovenia had decided to focus its activities on particular Gulf. Several ships lay on the sea floor in the northern part
initiatives and conventions. As an alpineuntry, it attached ofthe Gulf. The salvage operation, which would be paid for
particular importance to the implementation of the Alpine  bythe States members of the GCC, would cost some tens of
Convention on the Protection of the ddntains and to itions of dollars and represented a pollution rislkedause
guestions concerning preservation of mountain areas in  many of the vessels were full of crude oil. The GCC'’s
general. Director for the protection of the environment had confirmed

84. Although Slovenia was still eligible for Globalthat by the time the coalition forces arrivedif91, between

Environment Facility grants it had decided, in view of thg'5 and 3 million barrels of crude oil a day were_leaking into
extreme importance of that mechanism, to contribute to tﬁl%e \:(\_/aterli of the Gulf_f_rom tfhe_|7k(])0dwellls tg Wh'cdh Iraq gad
second replenishment of its Trust Fund. Slovenia leadntly set_ IT€. Huge quanF|t|e_s ofoif had also been dumped on
signed the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, after firﬁgncultural land, leaving it uncultivable foredades to come.
preparing a detailed programme for its implementation. TH% a_dd_ltlonhlangml(;wes rf'a_d been plantﬁ_d on I_<uyva|t| tlfrrlto_ry,
activities provided founder the United Nations Frameworkt'@/MNg hundreds o |r_mocent civiiian wcum_s. uwait
Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol Weyglshed to express its gratitude to the United Nations and the

of vital importance for small island developing States, Sinc%oemahzed agencies for their work in assessing the impact

they were affected most dramatically by the consequences%iIhat ecological catastrophe and identifying measures to

climate change. For that reason, their needs had to be gi\;gmedy it and restore the environmental situation.
high priority. Slovenia would continue its work in that area. 89Ms. Corado (Guatemala) said that her country, which

85. The problem of desertification was not just a matter fyfas a State party to the Framework Convention on Climate

a few regions of the world: in the near future, mitigation Oq:hange and to the Kyoto Protocol as well as a member of the

the effects of drought could become a priority even for Staté%gional body on climate change established by the Central

that were currently unaffected by that phenomenon. It waj erican States_m 1993, h_a(_j_created a natlo_nahcn on
important to take preventive action before being forced ﬁymate change with responsibility for guaranteeing protection
react of the climate and promoting measures to stabilize greenhouse

. o . gas emissions. That body had launched a number of
86. One of the obvious priorities for Slovenia was thgitiatives, including the drawing up of an inventory of
preservation of biological diversity. The implementation Q§reenhouse gases, an analysis of climate protection measures

the Convention on Biological Diversity was proceedingng the elaboration of a plan of action to combat climate
apace. In the context of sustainable development, Slovegigange.

shared the view that the international community should had al hnical offi
accord special attention to the most fragile ecosystems, s & Her Government had also set up a technical office

as mountain areas. Therefore, it supported the proposal twgpse task was to canvass support from potential investors

the year 20001sould be proclaimed the International Yeat" developed countries for grelenuse gas reduction projects
of Mountains to be carried out in Guatemala. The office was currently

) ) . negotiating a number of projects in the areas of energy and
87. Mr.Al-Banay (Kuwait) said that his country accordedgrestry.

particular importance to the environment in the context of ) )
development policy. Environmental issues were addressety [t Was important to implement the Kyoto Protocol. To

by a number of national and regional bodies. In addition, tgat end, Guatemala would participate actively in the fourth

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), of which Kuwait WaSConference of the States parties to be held in Buenos Aires.
currently President, had adopted two important documer8€ Negotiations should not rule out any agro-forestry system
at its eighteenth session held in Kuwait in 1997 Thié' discussion of the use of soil as a carbon sink. For its part,
documents outlined a framework agreement on Was(%latemala would not make any commitments without having
management, providing for the promulgation of Iegislatioplrs’t evaluated their social and economic |mpact. With re_gf';\rd
aimed at rationalizing production, storage, transport aj@ the Clean Development Mechanism, the joint

treatment of waste and at establishing a unified system for taPlementation approach should be used and current projects

protection of wild fauna and flora in the member States. Snould be included. The Mechanism should have a simple,
] _ functional structure and a specific mandate. In order to

88. Onthe occasion of the International Year of thee@n, measure and monitor climate change, existing institutions

12
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appropriate resources, training of local personnel and 96. It was to be hoped that at the second session of the
technology transfer. Conference of the Parties, to be held in DakE998, the

92. Mr. Andjaba (Namibia) said that his country attachecPartiCipams would adopt the memorandum of understanding
linking the Conference to IFAD. The participants would also

great importance to the question of drought and’ ider th he Global Mechanism’ o d
desertification, since it consisted for the most part of arfgpnsiderthe reportontt e Global Mechanism’s activities an

lands, and its variable climate and low levels of rainfall ofteyuld b€ able, on the same occasion, to formulate guidelines

resulted in severe drought. The natural process gydirectits work.

desertification was accelerated by other problems, such as 97. Atthe session in Dakar, the Parties would also have an
unviable agricultural practices and generalized poverty opportunity of examining the cooperation and
among the rural population. Rapid population growth further complementarity between the Convention on Desertification
exacerbated the pressures on the environment, since most and the other two Conventions that had been born of the Rio
Namibians depended on natural resources, particularly Conference. It was essential for that session to produce a
agricultural land, in order to meet their needs. definitive agreement, so that the institutions of the Convention

93. Some 143 States had already ratified the ConventiSﬂUId be established and become operational immediately.

to Combat Desertification. It was significant that 51 out of 52  98. With respect to international cooperation for the
African States, including Namibia, were among the States implementation of the objectives of the Convention on
parties, together with all the member States of the European Desertification, it was gratifying to observe that growing
Union. numbers of States had ratified the Convention and that the

94. His delegation noted with satisfaction the progress magjgvelo_ped countries were showing mter_est In 't'_ Those
in the negotiations regarding the signing of the Headquarté:rgum”es’ howevgr, should honour the_lr_ _commlt_rr_]ents
Agreement between the Government of Germany and t}?é{varQS the countries othe_South by mobilizing additional
Secretary-General, and regarding the Global Mechanisﬂ‘ﬂanc'al resources, facilitating tra_nsfers of technology and
However, the Convention could be fully implemented only ilfnow-how, and helping the developing States Parties affected

the countries seriously affected by drought and desertificatiBP{ desertification to apply their own strategies for mitigating

received the necessary assistance, especially with respeépf‘o'mpaCt of drought.

capacity-building, the training of personnel involved in land 99. Where regional and subregional cooperation between
management, and the transfer of appropriate technologies. At developing countries to combat desertification was
the second session of the Conference of the Parties to the concerned, the African regional preparatory meeting for the
Conference in Senegal, the States Parties would need to second session of the Conference of the Parties would shortly
devote much attention to the implementation of the be taking place in Tunis; at that meeting the participants
Convention; consideration of the interlinkages between the would devote their efforts to the formulation of national
Convention on Desertification and the Framework Convention  programmes, consideration of the prospects for subregional
on Climate Change was also an interesting idea that would be  cooperation, and the preparation of a regional action
worth pursuing. programme to combat desertification. They would also
|consider traditional technologies, knowledge and practices

95. Mr. Azaiez (Tunisia) noted that the internationa ;
sed in that context.

community was showing greater interest in the problem Y
desertification, as was apparent from the success of the fitf10. Tunisia would also be hosting a research and
session of the Conference of the Parties, held in Rome in  development seminar on arid-land farming and the effort to
1997. There was reason for satisfaction at the decisions taken combat desertification, which would be attended by North
on that occasion, particularly with respect to the functions of African and West African States and research bodies. The
the Global Mechanism and the approach that had been participants would consider means of combating the scourge
adopted to the task of mobilizing financial resources. The of desertification and would compare notes on their
selection of the International Fund for Agricultural experience with it.

Development (IFAD) to house the Global Mechanisosid 101. Atthe national level, the efforts that Tunisia had been

be r\:,at(;sfactor)_/ in t%r]ms of the 'l;:leDr(;stS gf;heWStal\(tje; Pak”}ﬁgkmg for the past 30 years had resulted in a more accurate
to the Convention. The support and the World Bank o cention of the problem of desertification, greater

albsp a_ugured welkl) forr] the attalr_lmerln of the gonvem'ongwareness of the mechanisms of erosion and desertification,
objectives as set by the international community. and a better understanding of how to combat those phenomena
in ways that were socially acceptable and economically

13
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viable. The problem of desertification was so complex, made at the United Nations Conference on Environment and
however, that efforts to date had not succeeded in checking Development.

its insidious advance. 108. In recentyears, China had introduced amendments to

102. Tunisia was endeauring to preserve the environment its domestic law relating to forests, grasslands, and the

in accordance with its commitments under Agenda 21. The preservation of soils and drainage basins, and had also drafted
task of the developing countries could be successfully legislation aimed at combating desertification. It had
completed only within a common framework embracing all established an executive committee entrusted with the task
components of the international community. ofimplementing the Convention, prepared a national action

103. Ms. Wang Yinxia (China) said that the coming intoPan, and opened a research centre and a training and

force ofthe Framework Convention on Climate Change hdgPNnitoring  centre. A ministerial - conference on  the
marked an important step forward in the internationémplementat'on of the Convention in Asia had been held in

|1§eeijing in 1997 and had concluded with the ipeg

community’'s campaign against that phenomenon. T X
claration.

countries that were responsible for the current environment3f
situation should take immediate action tdtigate the impact 109. The solution to the environmental problems of small
of greenhouse gas emissions on the environment. island developing States, which were seldom of their own

104. Although the Kyoto Protocol was incomplete in manSﬁak'ng_’ was to be vyork_ed out within the fra_1mework of

respects, it had established a timetable for the deveIop'lé‘hemat'Onal cooperation in the area of the environment and
countries, which were primarily responsible for gnbeuse F’e"e'OPme”t' and _thus called for _the support _Of the
gas emissions, to reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide dﬂ@_rnatlo_nal community as awhole. China would partlc:lpa_lte
five other greenhouse gases betw2808 and 2012. It was actively in both the preparatory work for and the special

neither fair nor realistic to expect the developing countrig¥sSsion of the General Assembly that was to consider the

to undertake such an arduous task when their main conc@¢°Me of the Global Conference_ on the Sust_amable
was to develop their economies and meet the fundamerPaﬂvempmem of Small Island Developing States, which had
needs of their peoples produced the Programme of Action for the Sustainable

. ) Development of Small Island Developing States. China hoped
105. China, attough a developingauntry, had nonethelessinat at the next meeting of the Commission on Sustainable

adopted measures aimed at alleviating the environmenggdyelopment progress would be made with the development
situation. Among other things, it had taken action to contref 5 yulnerability index for those States.

its population growth, develop its renewable energy sources .

in order to reduce coal consumption, enhance enera)e meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.
efficiency, carry out reforestation projects and develop

organic farming.

106. China was not in feour of the hasty adoption of an
approach to development based on non-polluting
technologies, and emphasized that such an apprdeniic

be considered only insofar as it served to supplement
measures taken by the developing countries to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions.

107. Chinawas pleased to note that since the entry into force
of the Convention to Combat Desertification, which was the
first step in the implementation of Agenda 21, there had been
more international cooperation in that area. Not only was such
cooperation essential for the countries affected by
desertification, it was also in the long-term interests of all
countries. Accordingly, it was to be hoped that the developed
countries which were Parties to the Convention would provide
the affected countries with the necessary technical and
financial assistance and live up to the commitments they had
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