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REPORT AS APPROVED BY PARTI Cl PANTS

Hi ghl i ghts of the session

- the Wirking Party considered the draft Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resource
Assessnent, and made detailed reconmendations about future work, notably
finalising and publishing the dataset; it also urged cl ose cooperation between
CGeneva and Rome for the gl obal Forest Resource Assessnent;

- it welconed the FAO ECE/ I TTQ Eurostat joint forest sector questionnaire, and
made a nunber of proposals for inprovenent;

- it discussed the objectives and methods for future European outl ook studies,
and asked the secretariat to prepare an options paper for the 1999 Ti nber
Conmi ttee session

- it reviewed the first formal study of users of ECE/ FAO publications and
data, and nmade recomendati ons for inprovement in them

- it urged the secretariat to continue and intensify its cooperation with
ot her organi sati ons;

- it approved its programe of work (annex)
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| nt roduction

1. The Joi nt FAQ ECE Working Party on Forest Economcs and Statistics held
its twenty-second session in Geneva from26 to 28 May 1999. The session was
attended by del egates fromthe followi ng countries: Canada, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal

Sl ovaki a, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and United States.

2. The session was attended by representatives of the European Conm ssion DG
VI and Eurostat.

3. The foll ow ng intergovernnmental organisation participated: Internationa
Tropi cal Ti mber Organisation

4, The foll ow ng non-governmental organisation participated: European Forest
Institute (EFI).

5. The Working Party honoured the nmenmory of M. Henri Wdner, former nenber
of the secretariat, who had served the Tinber Cormittee and the Working Party
as market anal yst for many years.

Adoption of the agenda (ltem 1 of the agenda)

6. The provisional agenda (TIM EFC/ WP. 2/ 1999/1), presented by the
secretariat was adopted.

Tenperate and Boreal Forest Resource Assessnent 2000: review of the draft
report, consideration of future work (Item 2 of the Provisional Agenda)

7. The Working Party considered the draft main TBFRA-2000 report on the basis
of the detailed presentations made by the secretariat, and the electronic
dat abase presented by M. Peter Csoka (Hungary). The conclusions and
recommendati ons of the team of specialists on TBFRA-2000 on how to finalize the
report were taken into full consideration

8. The Working Party expressed its warm appreciation of the work done by the
nati onal correspondents, team of specialists on TBFRA-2000, consultants, the
secretariat and all those involved in the project, including the preparation of
t he mai n TBFRA-2000 report, and the el aboration of the el ectronic database.

9. The participants noted the necessity to make country notes and conments to
the national TBFRA data an integral part of the publication, i.e. to incorporate
notes and coments into the main body of the report.

10. The Working Party noted the value of finalising this work (TBFRA 2000) in
as deliberate and early manner as possible, but recogni sed that the secretari at
has to take the ultimate responsibility for finalising the report. Neverthel ess,
it recomended that:

- there should be no public distribution of the March/ May 1999 TBFRA before
final publication;



TI' M EFC/ WP. 2/ 1999/ 9
page 3

- the final draft of the assessment should be sent for final checking to the team
of specialists and the national correspondents, even if this causes a certain
delay in sending the draft for reproduction

- the publication of the TBFRA nust not separate notes and conments fromthe data
- it encouraged the use of outside reviewers to inprove the credibility of the
TBFRA. Data not supplied by the national correspondents (e.g. the results of
other scientific work) could be used, to a limted extent, providing the consent
of the national correspondent was obtai ned.

11. The Working Party endorsed the extension of the mandate of the team of
speci alists on TBFRA-2000 until the year 2002. It was agreed to include the
following activities in the teanmis terns of reference

- to advise on analysis, publication and dissem nation of the TBFRA-2000
i nformati on;

- to advise the secretariat on the coordination of forest resources
assessnment work with Montreal process, as it is being done with the pan-European
process;

- to elaborate proposals and reconmendati ons for further work in the field
of forest resources assessnment, with special enphasis on the follow ng: the
structure and conposition of a new team of specialists for forest resource
assessnent work after the conpletion of FRA 2000; distribution of |abour between
Geneva and Rone; future links with he ongoing forestry dial ogue, notably I|FF,
t he pan- European process and the Montreal process;

- to advise the secretariat on the intensification of the coll aboration
bet ween the forest resources assessnent teamin FAO Rone, and the ECE/ FAO in
Geneva.

12. The Wirking Party stressed the over-riding inportance of close cooperation
bet ween Geneva and Rome in the field of forest resource assessnent, to save
resources, provide the best possible service and prevent the appearance of any
perception of major differences between country groups. The Working Party
expressed its disappointnment that the nodalities of cooperation between Ceneva
and Rome appeared not to be functioning as well as they m ght. It requested
the Geneva secretariat, as a matter of wurgency, to meke the necessary
arrangements with the FRA teamin Rone for publication of the TBFRA data set and
its integration into the gl obal FRA. These arrangenents shoul d be based on the
foll owi ng principles:

- a seanl ess data set at the gl obal |evel

- the notes and conments supplied by national correspondents to TBFRA constitute
an integral part of the data ;

- any changes proposed to data, notes or comrents supplied by national
correspondents should be sent for review by themin advance of any publication

- no unnecessary duplication of publications;

- all data included in TBFRA data base to be publi shed.
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13. The Wirking Party noted the request by the global FRA team for “statistics,
text and maps” for inclusion in the FRA country files. It recalled its nmandate
to help and support the global FRA process and agreed to help in any way
possible. It stressed that as the FRA was an official process, the only possible
channel for this type of request was the national correspondents. It asked the
FRA teamto provide nmore detailed information on its requirements (paraneters,
I ength, outline of any “text”). The Wrking Party asked the Geneva secretari at,
when this informati on was recei ved, to prepare and supply that information which
was already in the data base, and transmt the request for the renainder, notably
maps, to TBFRA national correspondents. |[If new text (e.g. a sketch/overview of
each country’s forest resource) is required, it should be drafted or cleared by
the national correspondent concerned. The tinetable for this process should be
agreed between Rome and Geneva as soon as possi bl e.

14. The Working Party reconmended that distribution of |abour for the next
gl obal assessnent, notably what data collection nethods are appropriate for each
country, should be discussed and agreed at an early stage of preparation. It
noted that there were several different opinions for this division of |abour
(e.g. by geographic region, by ecological =zone, by capacity of forest
institutions, by nmenbership of international organisations or processes), and
that the solution chosen nmust be realistic and acceptable to all countries and
partners concer ned.

15. The Wbrking party stressed the inportance of making the results avail able
on Internet in a user friendly way as soon as possi bl e.

16. The Working Party noted the offer of EFlI to host the next mneeting of the
team of specialist in early 2000, and thanked EFI for this offer

Experience with joint FAQ ECE/ Eurostat/ITTO forest sector questionnaire (Item
3 of the agenda)

17. The Working Party warmy welconmed the new questionnaire and the burden
sharing between the four organisations which had significantly clarified and
reduced the task of the national correspondents.

18. The Working Party was inforned that several countries had net difficulties
in neeting the deadlines laid down. It noted that the systens of data
coll ection, and their schedules, varied w dely between countries and sectors:
in some cases figures were provisional and subject to revision for a year or nor
after the end of the relevant period. It noted the deadlines for receipt of data
by the Geneva secretariat were inposed by the necessity to produce the Forest
Products Statistics and the Forest Products Annual market Review by end July.
This is necessary if the two publications are to remain topical and useful. In
the circumstances, sonetines estimates by national correspondents would be
necessary. To help themin this task, the secretariat should consider

- explicitly warning correspondents that they nmay have to estimte some data,
and provi ding gui dance as to how this could be done in as objective a manner as
possi bl e: and
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- organising briefing or training session for correspondents to famliarise them
with the terns used, possible techniques and the uses to which the information
woul d be put.

In addition, arrangements should be nmade, both in publications and data bases,
to ensure that estimates are marked as such and to incorporate revised (final)
data, when received, into the data base

19. The Working Party wel comed the information that Eurostat was devel opi ng an
el ectroni ¢ questionnaire, which, among other features, returned data for previous

years to the national correspondent, for reference and for checking. Thi s
guestionnaire is being tested on a pilot scale in 1999, but will be operationa
soon.

20. The Working Party reviewed the joint questionnaire and agreed on the
foll owi ng proposals which should be brought to the attention of the partner
or gani sati ons:

- renove inpregnated roundwod (e.g tel egraph poles) which are really further
processed products fromthe questionnaire;

- |likewi se renove sl eepers, which are often also inpregnated and cannot be broken
down in trade statistics between coniferous and non-coniferous;

- consi der breaki ng down “sawnwood” into “rough sawn”, “planed” and “otherw se
further processed”. The present situation, when these are not di saggregated may
wel | cause doubl e counting of rough sawnwood, which is subsequently planed or
ot herwi se further processed, whether in the same country or another

- split “other fibre pulp” into “secondary pulp” (i.e. from recovered paper,
which is traded increasingly) and “pulp fromfibres other than wood”;

- use the classification of paper grades into 9 groups at present used by the
paper trade and industry, which are in harnony with the HS and SI TC.

- append, for the help and gui dance of correspondents, the FAO |list of standard
wei ght/ vol une/ area conversi on factors, although stressing that these are gl oba
averages, and, as such, less precise than enpirically based national factors,
where these exist;

- add a questionnaire on the total value of trade by HS groups 44, 47 and 48,
thus enabling an estimate of the value of trade in further processed products,
whi ch was becom ng increasingly inportant

- consider whether branches should b included i nto wood fuel

The Working Party shoul d be kept informed of changes made.

21. The Working Party noted that the questionnaire definition of “renovals”
covered all wood renmoved fromthe forest, including chips produced in the forest
and wood fuel from branches: collecting these data in practise posed probl ens,
and caution was needed to conpare these figures with data on growi ng stock and
i ncrenment.

22. The Wrking Party agreed that the priority area for expandi ng and i nproving
statistical coverage was that of trade in further processed (value added)
products, which was increasingly inportant. It urged the four organisations to
consi der how they could start collecting and anal ysing, perhaps initially on an
ad hoc basis, this information.
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23. The Working Party was inforned that M. C aude Huybrechts, the Tinber
Section statistician for over 20 years, would retire in June. It thanked him
warmy for his devotion, accuracy and hi gh standards, which had hel ped nake the
Timber Bulletin one of the best and npst respected sources of statistics in the
sector. It wished M. Huybrechts a |Iong and happy retirement.

Next steps in programe of outl ook studies for Europe (Item 4 of the agenda)

24. The Wrking Party regretted that work on outl ook studi es had been suspended
because of staff shortages since its |last session, but welconed the fact that
M. Vol ker Sasse had recently been appointed and that it would be possible to
restart work in this high priority area. It was also informed of recent work
on outlook studies at the global and regional |evel, by FAO It asked the
secretariat to start the work by consulting (e.g. by a listserver) nmenbers of
the core team of the bureaux of the Working Party and its parent bodies, as well
as others able to contribute, in order to identify options for objectives,
met hods, topics, periodicity etc. These ideas should be submtted for conment
by the Tinmber Commttee in Septenber 1999: a neeting to discuss the objectives
of the future European outl ook studies should be held, probably in autum 1999.
The secretariat, in consultation with the core team and the bureaux of the
Working Party, the Tinber Commttee and the European Forestry Conmm ssion, should
devel op and inpl enent plans, wi thout awaiting the formal approval of the Wrking
Party’'s next session in 2001, which would however review progress on the
programe as a whol e.

25. A wide-ranging di scussion took place on the outl ook studies programme. The
poi nts made i ncl uded:

- FAO had carried out sorme major outlook work , which provided a gl obal franework
for regional work. The latter could be much nore detailed and robust than work
at the global level, and nobilise the networks of regional expertise, as well
as addressing regional, or even sub-regional, issues;

- the Asia Pacific outlook study (APFCS) had shown that regional outlook studies
coul d address a much wi der range of issues than supply and demand of wood and
forest products; policy makers had wel coned APFOS enphasis on policy issues;

- future outlook work should build on experience with ETTS V and its
predecessors, but not be afraid to devel op new objectives or nethods;

- shorter response tines and nore variable topics, addressing the issues of the
day, mght be one avenue to explore;

- outlook studies had proved to be one of the nobst cost effective neans of
transferring know edge and experience between countries; for this reason, funding
m ght be available fromexternal sources to support at |east part of the work.
The secretariat was urged to approach potential sources of funds.

Survey of users of FAOECE information and analysis (Item5 of the agenda)

26. M. Juha Kasslin, consultant, University of Helsinki presented the results
of the first two phases of a conprehensive, statistically valid “UN-ECE Ti nber
Section user survey.” Thanks to this survey, it is now known who uses the
products and services of the Tinber Committee and the European Forestry
Conmi ssion and for what purposes. Wile the survey conmplimented the secretari at
on many facets of its work, it also identified a variety of areas for inprovenent
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in the products and services and in their delivery. He concluded that current
users are nostly in the public sector, that the Tinber Section is viewed as being
reliable, competent and focussed on relevant issues, that the current product
portfolio is appropriate, that inprovenents are needed on style and graphics,
that electronic distribution should be increased, that the Tinber Committee
website shoul d contain interactive databases and be used to decrease the interval
of information distribution. He recommended instigating an online customer
rel ati ons managenent system

27. During the discussion of the survey a nunber of specific suggestions and
recomendati ons were made, including the following (w thout priority):

1. greater dissemnation of information, including databases, via the Tinber
Committee website, while maintaining paper publication

2. increasing frequency of reporting of information, w thout sacrificing quality
of content, e.g. Forest Products Prices, perhaps by Internet.

28. Phase 111 of the survey will be directed to “potential users” and its
results could further influence the products and services offered. The Wrking
Party called on the secretariat to inplenent a “Phase 1V,” a conprehensive
strategy to inplenment inprovenents to the products and services of the parent
bodi es, which should cover all the suggestions of this Session and the user
survey. The secretariat was cautioned to be realistic within its limted
resources and to seek outside resources, including cooperation and coll aboration
with other institutions. Furthernore the Working Party recommended that the
survey should be repeated regularly, perhaps at 3 to 5 year intervals, to
conti nuously meet users’ needs.

29. The Working Party and the secretariat expressed their gratitude to M.
Kasslin, as well as to the Finnish Mnistry of Agriculture and Forestry, the
Fi nni sh Forest Research Institute and the University of Helsinki for this
i nval uabl e contri buti on. Some organi zations saw inplications for the survey
results to be used in their own work: it was suggested that the results of the
survey be presented on the Tinber Committee website.

Revi ew of collection and di ssem nation of statistics, including use of Internet
for dissemnation (Item 6 of the agenda)

30. The Wrking Party noted that many inportant itens had al ready been covered
under other itens of its agenda, and endorsed the broad |lines of the present
system which took account of countries’ needs and secretariat resources. It
al so noted that the secretariat was working continuously to inprove the system
taki ng account of user needs, as neasured for instance in the survey reported
above.

31. Wth regard to use of the Internet, the Working Party congratul ated the FAO
Forestry Departnment on its redesigned and upgraded website, and noted wth
pl easure the cooperati on between CGeneva and Rome in the maintenance of the data
set for ECE countries, whereby these data woul d be nanaged renmptely by the staff
in Geneva. It also welconed the fact that the Geneva website had al ready been
upgraded, and that plans were being prepared for further integration of the data
col l ection, handling and di ssem nati on systens in Geneva where the provision of
data on the website would play an inportant role.
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32. Wth regard to information needs to nonitor markets for certified forest
products, the Wrking Party considered that this was best done through reports
to the Tinmber Committee on the occasion of its market discussions, and that
resources should not be deployed away from regular data collection to this
activity.

33. It was pointed out that certain statistics, such as on industry structure
and prices, were essential input to the outlook study work and should be
mai ntai ned on a regular basis for this reason, rather than addressing them on
an ad hoc basis for each study. It recognised however that collection of this
type of data may require extra skills on the part of national correspondents.

I nt er organi sati on co-operation on forest and forest products statistics(item?7
of the agenda)

34. The Working Party was informed of the activities of the Intersecretari at
Working Group on Forest Sector Statistics (IWESS), on the basis of
TI M EFC/ WP. 2/ 1999/ 7, and an oral report of the meeting held the previous day.
It welconed this close and effective co-operation and the achi evenents of the
| WGFSS, notably the joint FAQ ECE/ Eurostat/|I TTO questionnaire (see item3). In
connection with the discussion at the Intergovernnental Forum on Forests (IFF)
of the need for a comon framework for reporting and the need to avoid
duplication between reporting for different agencies and conventions, the WrKking
Party agreed with the IWESS s assessnment that the Intersecretariat group’s
experi ence of interorgani sation co-operation for data collection, notably with
the joint questionnaire, meant that it could contribute to the objectives
di scussed by IFF. The Wrking Party endorsed the suggestion that the | WSS draw
this viewpoint to the attention of the | FF secretariat and suggested that WrKking
Party nmenbers should also draw this potential neans of streamining cooperation
to the attention of their countries’ delegation to |IFF

Programme of work for 1999-2004 (ltem 8 of the agenda)

35. The Working party reviewed those parts of the integrated programme of the
Timber Comrittee and the European Forestry Comm ssion for which it was
responsi bl e and approved them w th some changes, which have been incorporated
into the text in the annex.

Any other business (ltem 9 of the agenda)

36. None

Election of officers (Item 10 of the agenda)

37. The Working Party elected M. D. Brooks (USA) Chairman and Messrs J. Stolp
(Net herlands) and M Gecovic (Slovakia) Vice Chairnen. It warmy thanked the
outgoing Chairman, M. H OJdIlmann (Germany) for his services to the Wrking
Party, first as delegate over many years and then as Chairman
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Adoption of the report (ltem 11 of the agenda)

38. The Working Party adopted its report on the basis of a draft presented by
the secretariat with some changes whi ch have been incorporated into the present
docunent .
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ANNEX
Sections of the integrated programre of work of the ECE Ti mber Conmittee and the
FAO Eur opean Forestry Commi ssion relevant to the Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party on
Forest Econony and Statistics
This programme is carried out by the ECE Ti nber Conmittee (TC) and the FAO
European Forestry Comm ssion (EFC), and their subsidiary bodies, which neet
approximately in a two year cycle:

- The Joint FAO ECE/ ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent and
Trai ning (JC) (2000, 2002)

- The Joint FAO ECE Wrking Party on Forest Economics and Statistics
(FES) (1999, 2001)

- The EFC Working Party on Managenent of Mountain Watersheds (2000, 2002)

- The EFC/ AFWC/ NEFC Wor ki ng Party on Mediterranean Forestry Questions Silva
Medi terranea (SM (1999, 2001)

khkkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkkkkx

A CORE PROGRAMME: MONI TORI NG AND ANALYSI S OF SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
FOREST AND FOREST PRODUCTS SECTOR IN THE REG ON

1.1 Col l ection and dissemnation of information on trends in the sector,
i ncludi ng publication of the Tinber Bulletin

Description: Information is regularly collected and di ssem nated on production
trade and prices of roundwood and forest products, and forest fires.

Met hod of work: Statistics are collected on an annual basis fromcountries and

published in the Tinber Bulletin and on the Internet. Data collection is
coordi nated wi th FAO Rome, EUROSTAT and | TTO and the results are shared between
all four organisations. The whole system is reviewed by the Joint FAQ ECE

Wor ki ng Party on Forest Econom cs and Statistics at its biennial sessions.

Duration: Continuing; Annual outputs: publication of 6 issues of the Tinber
Bulletin: on forest products prices, statistics on production and trade, trade
flow data, the annual market review, forest fire statistics and the Cormmittee’s
mar ket di scussion at its annual session. The data and analysis are al so nmade
available in electronic formand on the Internet.

1.2 Forest Resource Assessment 2000 (tenperate and boreal forests)

Description: Information on the forest resource of the tenperate and boreal zones
(i ncluding devel oped countries outside the ECE region), will be collected and
published in the context of the FAO gl obal forest resource assessnent, under the
gui dance of the Joint FAQ ECE Working Party on Forest Econom cs and Statistics.
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Met hod of work: An enquiry was prepared under the supervision of a team of
speci alists, taking into account the recomrendati ons of the Experts Consultation
at Kotka (Finland) in June 1996. At all stages, the work is being carried out
in close cooperation with the FAO Forestry Departnment and other organisations
active in this area.

Duration: Continuing, review in 2003. Qutputs in 1999/2000: publication
dat abase and background docunentati on. Team neeting in 2000, probably at
Eur opean Forest Institute.

1.4 Activities for countries in transition, including coordination of
i mpl ementation of resolution H3 of the Helsinki Mnisterial Conference
(priority ranking: 6)

Description: The Comrittee and Commission wll provide assistance to the
countries in transition, in order to pronote the process of econom ¢ reform and
transition to a market econony in their forest and forest products sector. The
topics and themes to be included in this programme shall be in line with the
priorities and needs identified by the countries concerned. 1In particular, the
Committee and the Commission will contribute to inplementing resolution H3 on
forestry assistance to countries in transition, by nonitoring and analysing this
assistance, in particular to determ ne whether it corresponds to countries' rea
needs and priorities.

Met hod of work: The work is guided by a team of specialists, which neets
regul arly. The secretariat, as international coordinator for H3, collects,
stores and anal yses informati on and reports regularly to the parent bodi es and,
as appropriate, to meetings of the pan European process. A data base on forestry
assistance to countries in transition is mintained and its contents nmade
avail able. The Commttee and Conmi ssion inplement a wi de range of activities,
not abl y wor kshops, which are schedul ed and organi zed in a flexible manner, under
two broad headi ngs:

- Institution building, including |legal and policy infrastructure;
- Devel opnent of nmarket oriented and ecol ogically sound enterprises.

Duration: to 2000; OQutputs in 1998/1999: a workshop on certification of
sust ai nabl e forest management and markets for certified products in countries
in transition was held in the Czech Republic in autum 1998; a workshop on
devel opnent of marketing of sawnwood products in countries in transition is
expected to be held in Ml dova, perhaps in 2000, pending funding. The database
on forestry assistance to countries in transition, established under resol ution
H3 will be updated regularly and nade wi dely available. The teamw ||l neet in
1999 in Austria.
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1.5 Review of markets for forest products and short term forecasts

Description: The Comm ttee anal yses, on a continuous basis, short termtrends
in the production, trade, consunption and prices of forest products and forecasts
short term prospects, with a view to providing Governnents and the forest
products sector with accurate and up-to-date informati on and assessnents.

Met hod of work: The annual session of the Tinber Committee reviews short term
trends and prospects in the markets, on the basis of estimates provided by
del egations and the Forest Products Annual Market Review, prepared by the
secretariat, which reviews trends in the previous year. An analysis of trends
and short-termoutl ook, approved by the Committee, is published. The Conmttee's
mar ket discussion also reviews trends in the markets for certified forest
products on the basis of information provided by del egati ons on devel opments in
their countries, and statenments by experts.

Duration: Continuing. Annual outputs: Annual Forest Products Market Review
and the Committee’'s nmarket statenent at its annual session

1.6 Forest and forest products sector outl ook studies

Description: The Committee and Conmm ssion prepare and publish studies of the
outl ook for the forest and forest products sector in the region, addressing
i ssues such as the long term scenarios for the supply and demand of forest
products and other goods and services of the forest, as well as other mgjor,
policy relevant, issues, of a regional or subregional nature. The work is
overseen by the Joint FAQ ECE Working Party on Forest Econom cs and Statistics,
which determines in particular the scope and objectives of the studies to be
undert aken.

Met hod of work: The secretariat will prepare a note on options for the scope
met hods and periodicity of outlook studies, based on the discussion at the
Working Party’'s session in May 1999, and present it to the Tinmber Commttee in
Sept enber 1999. The outl ook study core teamw ||l neet in 1999 or early 2000 to
prepare detailed plans, which will be inplemented when agreed, subject to the
approval of the bureaux of the Conmttee and the Comm ssion, which will be
consul ted at all stages.

Duration: Conti nuing
Qut put in 1999/2000: Qutline and plan of action for future outlook studies.

Initial output, as determ ned by neeting in 1999/ 2000.

B. AREAS OF | NTERGOVERNVENTAL COOPERATI ON UNDER THE AUSPI CES OF THE
COW SSI ON ANDY R THE COW TTEE

2.1 Joint FAQ ECE Wrking Party on Forest Economics and Statistics
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Descri pti on: The Working Party keeps wunder review the needs for
international statistics in the forest and forest products sector and
devel ops progranmes to neet those needs, notably with regard to inproving

conmparability; develops nethodol ogies for collection and analysis of
information and statistics; and undertakes projects in the field of
econom cs and statistics relating to forestry and forest products.

Met hod of work: The Working Party neets every two years and advi ses the
parent bodies and the secretariat on the inplenentation of work in its
field. In particular, it is responsible for guiding the inplenentation

in its area of conpetence, of programme elenents 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5 and
1.6.

Duration: Continuing; Qutputs in 1999: At its session in 1999 the Wrking
Party reviewed TBFRA, preparation plans for the next outl ook study, and
consi dered intergovernnental cooperation on forest sector statistics.

PART 1|

Projects for possible inplenentation at a future tine

(See ECE decision O (45) and Supplenentary report containing the view and
proposal s of ECE to the Special Conm ssion of ECOSOC, E/ ECE/ 1150/ Rev. 1,
para. 131)

Structural trends in nmarkets for forest products and in the structure and
capacity of forest industries

Description: The Committee and the Conmi ssion review nmediumterm (3-5
years) trends in the production, consunption, trade and prices of mgjor
forest products and the structure and capacity of the sawrlling and
wood- based panels industries, so that governments nmay be continuously
informed of structural trends in the forest products sectors.

Wirk acconpli shed and to be undertaken: Mediumterm surveys are carried

out on a 3-year rotation of sectors. These surveys incorporate as
appropriate the results of surveys of the structure and capacity of major
sectors (every tine for panels, every other tine for sawmmlling). The

i ssue of the mediumtermsurveys has been suspended until the Geneva staff
is at full strength.



