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1. Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity (b) On the basis of observer status with the
Organization Movement of Non-Aligned Countries (NAM), popularizing

the activities of NAM and propagating the principles of
NAM;

(c) Organizing conferences, seminars, round tables,
discussions and meetings on disarmament, peace,
development, human rights and ecology;

(Special consultative status granted 1973)

Aims and purpose of the organization
Aims are: . I .
(d) Cooperating closely with international and

(a) Tounite broad democratic forces irrespective @fgtional non-governmental organizations;
political and religious, social and geographical differences

against all forms of subjugation including intolerance and (e) Consultation conferences inCluding,semin_ars_on
hate, for the common aim of cooperation and solidarity i "€9ional basis among Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity

order to create a peaceful, happy and prosperous life ](alrganization (AAPSO) national organizations such as the
humankind: South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC),

the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), and

(b)  Tosupportthe national liberation movements anfiose in Arab, Middle Eastern and sub-Saharan African
democratic forces struggling for the preservation and defenggyntries:

of world peace, national culture, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, world economic security, ecology, human rights,
universal justice, transparency, and free flow of information
without distortion or hindrance;

(f)  Publications and documentation.

Relations with the United Nations and its

] o specialized agencies and other
(c) To work consistently for mobilizing popular intergovernmental organizations
support for the principles of the United Nations and its

agencies: These relations may be described as follows:

There is no change in the geographical membership, (a)_ In spec_ial consultative status with the Economic

and no change in the funding process. and Social Council;
(b) In consultative status with the United Nations
Geographical extension Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO); the United

Affiliated national member organizations are mainly iiNations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
Africa and Asia. There are associated members from LafifNESCO); and the United Nations Conference on Trade and
America, North America, Eastern and Western Europe aftfvelopment (UNCTAD).

the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). ) ) ) _
Relations with other international

Structure non-governmental organizations

AAPSO is a member of the Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with the
(@) The Congress; Economic and Social Council (CONGO) and maintains close
(b) The Presidium; relations and cooperates with all the non-governmental
organizations of CONGO.

The structure comprises:

(c) The permanent secretariat;
(d) The national and associate member organizations. ~ AAPSO activities during the period from

For further details, kindly refer to the constitution. 1994-1997

AAPSO held the following seminars in that period:

Main activities (a) Arab or Middle Eastern Grouping: Cairo, Egypt,

Main activities consist of: April 1994;

(a) South-South cooperation: highlighting the (b) A seminar on the “Defence of the Arab Identity
problems of the South countries; of Jerusalem”, Cairo, Egypt, June 1995;
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(c) Meetings of the Arab solidarity committees: (d) AAPSO Asian Regional Conference, Hanoi, Viet
Cairo, Egypt, 1994; Damascus, Syrian Arab Repuldlg95; Nam, 1995;

Beirut, Lebanon1996; (e) The United Nations Conference on Human
(d) Seminar on “The role of non-governmental Settlements (Habitat Il): Istanbul, TUr@eg;
organizations in the settlement of conflicts in Africa”, Cairo, () Muslim and Christian conference concerning

Egypt, 16 May 1994; Jerusalem, Beirut, 1996;

(¢) Preparation for the second Mediterranean (g) Twelith Ministerial Conference of the Movement

conference on “Solidarity and cooperation in th%]c Non-Aligned Countries, New Delhi, India997;
Mediterranean region”: Cairo, Egypt, 18—20 March 1994; ' ’ T
(h) International Coordinating Committee for NGOs

(N ) Seminar on “Envi.ronment and regionalon the Question of Palestine (ICCP) conference, Jakarta,
cooperation” (AAPSO with Egyptian Centre for Research ar]ﬂdonesia1997'

Information, Cairo, Egypt, 7—8 May 1994;
(9) “Economic cooperation in the Middle East: (i)  The National Front of the Arab Labour Syndicates

and Unions meeting, Tripoli, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 19-22
prospects and challenges”, Cairo, Egypt, 14—-16 May lgg\ﬁily 1597. g, THPOT, HbY thd
(h) General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 0

. . . United Nations international non-governmental
and developing countries, Cairo, Egypt, 7 J0984;

organization meeting/European non-governmental

(i) International campaign for nuclear disarmament organization symposium on the question of Palestine, Geneva,
and non-proliferation (Coordinating Committee of th€5-28 August1997;
International Campaign for Disarmament and Non- )

. . . Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of
Proliferation), Cairo, Egypt, 22 June 1994;

Africa, Asia and Latin America (OSPAAL) international
(i) “Preparation for the World Summit for Social meeting: Twenty-first century legacy and validity of “Che

Development”, Cairo, Egypt, 10 January 1995; Guevara”, Havana, Cuba, 25-27 September 1997;
(k) “The future on the Non-Aligned Movement”, ()  Twentieth General Assembly of the Conference
Cairo, Egypt, January 1995; of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status

with the Economic and Social Council (CONGO),
International Labour Organization (ILO), Geneva, 3-5

November 1997;

(m) “The fiftieth anniversary of the defeat of )
Fascism’: Cairo, Egypt, 4 May 1995: (m) International Conference on Stereotypes and

) ) _Alterity: Perceptions of Otherness in the Mediterranean,
(n) “Developmentin the Great Lakes region and itgalta, 27-29 November 1997:

impact on the socio-economic status of Africa”, Cairo, Egypt, . .
(n)  All meetings of the UNICEF project: Group to

16 June 1997, .
Alleviate the Burden of Poor Women, Egypt, 10 October—20
(o) “Clash of civilization or dialogue of culture”, November 1997.

Cairo, Egypt, 10-12 March 1997.

() “Beijing: What next? action: enough
recommendations”, Cairo, Egypt, 7 May 1996;

International conferences

Representatives of the permanent secretariat attended
the following:

(a) International Conference on Population and
Development, Cairo, Egypt, 1994,

(b) World Summit for Social Development,
Copenhagen, 1995;

(c) Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
China, 1995;
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2. Arab Lawyers Union and the Egyptian Society for International Law on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child;
(Special consultative status granted 1971) (c) 21 and 22 February 1994, Geneva, preparation

for United Nations Conference on Palestinian Rights,
In accordance with Economic and Social CouncPivision for Palestinian Rights of the United Nations

resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996, Arab Lawyers Union, afiecretariat and International Coordinating Committee for
international non-governmental organization in speci®lGOs on the Question of Palestine (ICCP),
consultative status with the Council, submits to the (d) September 1994, Cairo, International Conference
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, ths, Population and Development.
following report on its activities as regards the support given
to the work of the United Nations during the period 1995:
1994-1997. (a) 30January—10 March 1995, Geneva, Commission

The Arab Lawyers Union (ALU) is a pan-Arab©n Human Rights, fifty-first session;
confederation of Arab bar associations and law societies (b) 14-23 March1995, Vienna, Commission on
established in 1944. ALU has now achieved the affiliation ®jarcotic Drugs, thirty-eighth session;
27 member organizations with a total individual membership
of over 300,000 lawyers. ALU targets pooling its member beErim
associations’ efforts and orchestrates their activities to
enhance the independence of the legal profession, rule of law, (d) 6-22 June 1995, Geneva, International Labour
human rights, fundamental freedoms and popul&onference, eighty-second session;
participation in the Arab world and internationally, by forging (e) 10-28 Julyl995, Expert Seminar on Human
an Arab public consensus based on internationally recognizgfjnts, Human Rights Committee;
norms and principles enshrined in the United Nations human

rights instruments spelling out the duties and obligations () 31 July-25 August1995, Subcommission on
undertaken by each State party. Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,

_ ] _ forty-seventh session;
Nowadays ALU exerts efforts to survive financial i i
difficulties owing to the deteriorating financial situation of the _ (9) 12and 13 October 1995, Executive Coitige

member bar associations and law societies caused YyOffice of the United Nations High Commissioner for
sanctions imposed on Iraq and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya®fugees (UNHCR) meeting with non-governmental
the deadlock of the peace process in the Middle East and otREganizations prior to forty-sixth session;

international crises. (h) 16-20 October 1995, forty-sixth session of the

Nonetheless, by virtue of ALU’s membership in théXecutive Committee of UNHCR;
Board and Bureau of the Conference of Non-Governmental (i) 18 October 1995, Special Conittee of
Organizations in Consultative Status with the Economic amaternational Non-Governmental Organizations on Human
Social Council and its main special committees ALU has be®ights;
a co-partner in all the initiatives embarked upon by CONGO Q)
members during this period. J

(c) 30 May-9 June 1995, Vienna, Commission on
e Prevention and Criminal Justice, fourth session;

16 October—3 November 1995, Expert Seminar
on Human Rights, Human Rights Committee;

Besides the active role ALU plays in relation to the )
United Nations Educational, Scientific and CuIturaJ:eleb
Organization (UNESCO) and the International Labour

20 November 1995, special session for the
ration of the fiftieth anniversary of United Nations.

Organization (ILO), ALU participated in the following 1996:
meetings and activities of the United Nations during (a) 18 March—26 April 1996, Geneva, Commission
1994-1997. on Human Rights, fifty-second session;

1994: (b) 27 March 1996, Geneva, Special Coittee of

(@) 31January-11 March 1994, Geneva, Commissiernational Non-Governmental Organizations on Human
on Human Rights, fiftieth session; Rights;

(b) 8and 9 February 1994, Alexandria, seminar of ~ (€) 30 Apri-3 May 1996, Geneva, Centre for Human
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) regional officeRights, Working Group on Minorities;
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June 1996, Geneva, Conference, eighty-third (j25-28 August1997, United Nations international
session; non-governmental organization meeting, European non-
(d) 5-30 Augustl996, Geneva, Commission Ongovernmental organization symposium on the question of
Human Rights Subcommfssion or’1 Prevention (ﬁalestine (ending 30 years of occupation, the role of non-
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, forty-eighthgovemmemaI organizations);
session; (k) 2-5 September 1997, United Nations
(e) 2-4 September 1996, Geneva, United Natio'j@ternational non-governmental organization meeting and
international non-governmental organization meetin&uroloean non-governmental organization symposium on the

European Symposium on the Question of Palestine; ~ duestion of Palestine;

() 3 and 4 October 1996, Geneva, preparator _(I) '8r:10 October 1997,|Pre-Ex_ecu_tive Coiitiiee
meeting with non-governmental organizations and Office %eetmg with non-governmental organizations (UNHCR),

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee rty-eighth session;

(UNHCR), forty-seventh session; (m) 13-17 Octob&p97, UNHCR Executive
(g) 7-11 October 1996, Geneva, ExecutivéOmmittee, forty-eighth session;
Committee of UNHCR, forty-seventh session; 20 October—7 Noverhb87, Human Rights
15 October 1996, Special Conttee of Committee, sixty-first session;
International Non-Governmental Organizations on Human (n) 10-21 November 1997, it@enragainst
Rights. Torture;
1997: (o) 26 November-5&emberl997, Commission

(a) 17-21 February997, Geneva, Expert Semina®" Human Rights, Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.

on Human Rights: Dimensions of the Population Transfer,
including the Implantation of Settlers and Settlement;

(b) 23 February 1997, Special Cornttee of
International Non-Governmental Organizations on Human
Rights;

(c) 10 March-18 April 1997, Commission on Human
Rights, fifty-third session;

(d) 17-21 March 1997, third session of the Board of
Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on
Contemporary Forms of Slavery;

(e) 5-9 May 1997, Commission on Human Rights,
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
seminar on transfer and prevention of discrimination and
protection of minorities;

() 27 May 1997, Special Comittee on International
Non-Governmental Organizations on Human Rights;

(g9 3-19 June 1997, International Labour
Conference, eighty-fifth session;

(h) 21 July-1 Augusi997, Commission on Human
Rights, Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, Working Group on Indigenous
Populations;

(i) 4-29 August 1997, Commission on Human
Rights, Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, forty-ninth session;
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3. Associated Country Women of () 1997: sessions of the First and Second Caiters
the World of the General Assembly; briefings on United Nations reform

programme; nineteenth special session of the General

Assembly on the review of Implementation of Agenda 21

(Earth Summit +5), including Women’s Caucus, briefings,

. seminars; member Conference of Non-Governmental
Introduction Organizations in Consultative Status with the Economic and
Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) isSocial Council (CONGO);

an international non-governmental organization representing  (g) 1994-1997: CONGO Board and special

some 9 million rural women in 7lountries (65 in previous meetings, Geneva and New York.

qguadrennial report) in Africa, Asia, Europe, North, Central

and South America, the South Pacific and the Caribbean.

ACWW aims to raise the living standard of women and their S _ )

families through literacy, education and training; through ~ Participation comprised the following:

community development projects for income earning and for ~ (a)  Thirty-eighth session, New York, April 1994: co-

the promotion of agriculture, health, nutrition and Chi|dcar$ignatory to statements of non-governmental organizations:

through the elimination of discrimination and of inedjiaof  “Women’s future: the girl child is key” and “Women in urban
opportunity; through promotion of international cooperatioreas: population, nutrition and health factors for women in
and understanding. In the period under review, a special (adgvelopment, including migration, drug consumption and
ongoing) priority has been the girl child. Project activity\|DS; a comprehensive human rights approach to women’s
worldwide is financed from ACWW resources plus periodifealth”; participated in sessions of the Preparatory Committee
grants from the United Nations, aid and development agencfes the Fourth World Conference on Women and non-
and other charitable sources. governmental organization women’s caucus;

(Special consultative status granted 1947)

Commission on the Status of Women

(b) Thirty-ninth session and third and final sessions
ofthe Preparatory Committee for Fourth World Conference
on Women, New York, March 1995: co-signatory of
statement of non-governmental organizations in Consultative
Status with the Economic and Social Council and United
Participation comprised the following: Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) in support
of UNIFEM and urging Governments to increase financial
support; member non-governmental organization working

(b) 1994-1997: observer at sessions of the Thirgyoup on the girl child which created the caucus for girls and
Committee of the General Assembly on women’s issues; pe|d two workshops on redressing the balance of power

(c) 1994: Open-ended Working Group to review théhrough education; co-signatory of non-governmental
role of non-governmental organizations in the United Natiorf$ganization statement entitled “A pledge to gender justice”;
system; participation in General Assembly review of the  (¢) Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
International Year of the Family, 1994; sessions of thg_;5 September 1995: full ACWW delegation to Conference
Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of thgnd NGO Forum, Huairou, China; ongoing discussions with
United Nations; various United Nations system personnel and government

(d) 1995: co-signatory of non-governmental delegates throughout; ACWW workshops on “The girl child”
organization statement to fiftieth session of the Generand “Women and unpaid work”; ACWW statement to
Assembly on “Social development, including questiongonference “The potential and strategic importance of the girl

relating to the world social situation and to youth, ageinghild”; co-signatory of non-governmental organization
disabled persons and the family”; statement on role and importance of families to society;

(e) 1996: non-governmental organization (d) Fortieth and forty-first sessions, New York,
representatives and United Nations delegates panel meeth9§6/1997: attended as observe997: Parallel meeting of
to discuss final report on the impact of armed conflict ofe Open-ended Working Group on the Elaboration of a Draft
children; Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination against Women (Women’s

Participation (ACWW attended all meetings
mentioned throughout the present report and
participation in most) in the United Nations and
the Economic and Social Council

(a) consultative status since 1947;
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Convention), Division for the Advancement of (d) Commission for Social Development, thirty-fifth
Women/CONGO daily briefings; active participation in session, New York, February 1997: co-signatary
official consultative non-governmental organizatiomovernmental organization statement on “Follow-up to World
committees on the status of women at United Nations, New Summit for Social Development: Review of relevant United
York, Geneva, Vienna, Paris, United Nations Educational, Nations plans and programmes of action pertaining to the

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). situation of social groups”.

Commission on Population and Development Commission on Human Rights

Participation comprised the following: Participation comprised:

International Conference on Population and 1994-1997: member Special i@eenmof
Development (ICPD), Cairo, 5-13 September 1994: International Non-Governmental Organizations on Human

Third session of the Preparatory Committee and ncRights and its Subcommittee on Status of Women, Geneva;

Women's Caucus, New York, April 1994; submission 0([:o-signatory non-governmental organization statements to

ACWW statement on equality, equity and education of Wome(r‘ﬁommlssmn on Human Rights, fifty-second session, March

and girls; ACWW delegation to Conference, NGO Forum amy 26; ACWW prOJ.ect: financial support provided for
Women'’s Caucus; participation in International Conferené%wa!renes?’ Campaign and Workshop on Female Genital
on Population and Development Population Task Force, Né\dptllanon in Ghana, Jun&996.

York, 1994-1995; fourteenthnaual non-governmental o .

organization/United Nations Population Consultation, New ~ COmmission on Narcotic Drugs

York, May 1995; NGO Comiittee on Population and Participation comprised:

Development, New York; ongoing cooperation with
Commission through the Advocacy for Women’s Healt
Group, onvened by Commonwealth Medical Associatio
London.

International Conference on United Nations
Fnternational Drug Control Programme, New York, May
n1994; thirty-ninth and fortieth sessions, Vieni896/1997:
Member Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs; participation in
meetings, 1994-1997; vigorous promotion of International
Day Against Drug Abuse; first Preparatory Committee

(a) World Summit for Social Development, 6-12 meeting for NGO Forunoimection with 1998 General
March 1995, Copenhagen: 1994, first and second sessions Assembly special session on drugs, Vienna, March 1997;
of the Preparatory Committee, New York, January and Non-Governmental Organization Inter-sessional Preparatory
August, daily Women’s Caucus and regional caucus meetings; Committee meetings, Vienna, July and @©@8her
co-signatory of non-governmental organization statements persistent condemnation of narcotic abuse and the need for
entitled “The rights of the child, social integration, poverty, drug contrabtigh ACWW'’s in-house magazine.
unemployment”; “Family and social development”; third
Preparatory Committee, New York, January 1995: five Regional commissions
regional caucuses and the Small Farmers, Producers and
Micro-entrepreneurs Caucus; World Summit for Social
Development and co-signatory of non-governmental —Economic Commission for Europe (ECE): annual

organization statement entitled “Investing in women’s healtiieeting, Geneva, April 1994; participation ECE High-Level
a win-win strategy”; Preparatory Meeting for the Fourth World Conference on

(b) Commissionfor Social Development,thirty—fourthwomen’Vlenna' October 1994; ACWW statement on “From

session, April 1995, New York: co-signatoryon- invisibility to official recognition”; joint statement prepared

. N T QyACWW on “The integration of a women’s dimension into
governmental organization statement on “Monitoring o . . o .
; . S .~ all regional intergovernmental organizations, agencies and
international plans and programmes of action” relating tfo e
. L orums of cooperation”; joint statement prepared by ACWW
International Year of the Family; : . .
and the International Federation of Agricultural Producers on
(c) Special session of the Commission for Sociaivomen in rural and agricultural development”; co-signatory
Development, New York, May 1996, co-signatompn- to statement of NGO Working Group on Nutrition, Geneva
governmental organization statement on “Strategies a(whaired by ACWW), on “Women in a changing world: call

actions for the eradication of poverty”; for action from an ECE perspective”.

Commission for Social Development

Participation:
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i i sponsored two international units: (a) “Water for All": US$
United Nations Conference on Human 83,794 to third world for clean water, sanitation and training
Settlements (Habitat 1), Istanbul, June 1996 in construction/use/ maintenance of basic related technology,
Activities: solar wind pumps, tube wells; (b) “Women Feed the World":

S$ 62,192 to third world for improved production methods
hrrough skill training and equipment, dairy, sheep and poultry
?arming, grinding mills; extensive consultatioh996/1997
with Secretariat over renewal of status under new non-
governmental organization directives;

Special briefing regarding Habitat Il final session o
Preparatory Committee, New York, November—Decemb
1995; Habitat Il and NGO Forum.

Commission on Sustainable Development
Written submission concerning role, responsibilities

and organization of non-governmental organizations in
Second, third and fifth sessions, 1994, 1995, 199¢ooperation with UNESCO.

NGO Committee on Sustainable Developmet294 and

1996, all New York.

Activities:

United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) (consultative status since 1989):

Cooperation with United Nations programmes 1994-1997: member of and regular participant at
and bodies and specialized agencies UNIFEM non-governmental organization committee meetings

i i ) and briefings.
United Nations Children’'s Fund (UNICEF)

(consultative status since 1953): Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

) ) Nations (FAO) (consultative status since 1947):
1994-1997: manual sessions UNICEF Executive Board,

New York; member NGO Committee on UNICEF, New York ~ Twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth sessions, FAO
and Geneva; member International Network for Girls, creatégPnference, Rome, 1995/1997, and associaresh-

to follow up progress since Beijing Conference; Genevgovernmental organization meetings; 1994/1997: FAO
NGO Groups for the Convention on the Rights of the childzouncil, Rome: submitted proposals for inclusion in draft
Committee on the Rights of the Child, NGO Working Grou'policy document and plan of action of universal food security
on the Girl Child, on Refugee Children, on Children in ArmedCL108/12), onehundred and eighth session, Juh@95;
Conflict, on Child Soldiers, on Child Labour and on SexudYlinisterial Meeting on World Food Security and International
Exploitation of Children; New York: UNICEF Working Symposium, Quebec, October 1995; Coittee on World
Group on Girls; two micro projects part-funded by ACWw-00d Security, Rome: 1996/1997 sessions and International

in Republic of South Africa: community centre for streePupport Comritee meetings; FAO Committee on
children, Bloemfontein. £3,500 towards human Agriculture, Rome: thirteenth and fourteenth sessions, 1995

immunodeficiency  virus/acquired  immunodeficiencnd 1997; Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
syndrome (HIV/AIDS) awareness children’s comic book if\griculture, Rome: sixth session, June 1995, ACWW oral
three languages. statement; seventh session, May 1997;o0sek third and
) ) i o fourth extraordinary sessions, 1996/1997; World Food

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Culturag, it Rome, 13-17 November 1996: ACWW Consultation
Organization (UNESCO) (consultative status 1949y chief of Integration of Women in Development Service,
operational status 1997): February 1996non-governmental organization/World Food

Member NGO Standing Committee; observeBummit secretariat consultation, New York, March 1996; full
1995/1997 General Conferences; participation UNESCd®legation to World Food Summit and concurrent NGO
regional workshop organized by Austrian NationaForum on Food Security;, ACWW statement presented;
Commission for UNESCO and Federal Ministry forinformal consultations with Director, Women and Population
Agriculture, Vienna, September 1995; UNESCO/NG®ivision, Sustainable Development Department; Chief of
Extraordinary Meeting, Paris, November 1997: consultatiohit for Cooperation with Private Sector and NGOs;
with (a) Director of Unit for Promotion of the Status ofDirector, Office for Coordination of Normative, Operational
Women and Gender Equality, Novemt&d97; (b) Director and Decentralized Activitied,996.
for Women, Division of S_ocial Sciel_'lce, Research and Policy, World Food Programme (WFP), Rome:
Decemberl997; (c) Chief of Section of International Non-
Governmental Organizations and Foundations, December Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes,
1997; UNESCO Co-Action Programme, 1994/1997: AcCwW\hirty-seventh, thirty-eighth and fortieth sessions, 1994/1995;
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consultation with Executive Director, Policy and Public grant in 1996 for evaluation workshops in Malaysia,

Affairs Division, November 1996. Colombia, India, South Africa anji F
International Fund for Agricultural Development (g) ACWW Five-Year Eastern Europe Leadership
(IFAD), Rome: Development Programme: approximately US$ 78,000 from
IFAD/NGO Consultation, April 1994 ACWW, UNES_CO, European Commission and Charity
o Know-How, United Kingdom; Novembef 994, Prague:
World Health Organization (WHO): seven-day leadership training workshop for 22 participants

WHO Global Commission on Women'’s Health, Genevd{om 13 countries; June-DecemE395: seedinding for
April 1994; observer WHO Global Programme on AIDSL1 projects in 10 countries in the field of leadership training,
Management Committee Meetings, Gened#94/1995; income-generation, conflict resolution, health and nutrition;
formal WHO/NGO consultation concerning new GlobaNovember 1995, Moscow: Conference on “Women in
Policy for Health in the Twenty-first Century, andDecision-Making”; July/August1996, Northern Ireland:
participation in working group and policy discussion, Geneva/orkshop to develop and strengthen leadership, management
May 1997; NGO Forum for Health, Geneva, May 1997and entrepreneurial skills; Decembé997, Bulgaria:
Fourth International Conference on Health Promotiogvaluation workshop, 14 participants from 10 countries;

sponsored by WHO and Indonesia, Jakarta, 19§7. (h) 1994-1997: ACWW-supported micro-projects
o worldwide in leadership training, literacy, water use and
Other relevant activities conservation, nutrition and health, food and livestock,

Action in implementation of United Nations resolutiondcome-generation, grants for labour-saving equipment and
(that is to say, action at international, regional or nation&¢chnology;
level): () World Rural Women's Day, 15 October:
(a) Inaddition to activities listed, further examplefroposed at the 1995 Bmg Women's Conference by
of support for the Convention on the Elimination of All Form@ACWW, International Federation of Agricultural Producers
of Discrimination against Women, 1979, Programme @nd other concerned representatives; supported by FAO;
Action of the International Conference on Population arf@rmally initiated Rome1996;
Development, 1994, Bgng Declaration and Platform for () International Year of the Family: continuous
Action, 1995; follow-up through ACWW societies and the NGO Coiitiee

(b) 1995, ACWW Twenty-first Triennial Conference:0n the Family, New York and Vienna, and annual
discussion groups on protection of women, health servicdgternational Year of the Family international seminars;

agricultural production to sustain the world’s population; (k) Consultations and cooperation with officials of
Agricultural Development, New Zealand, 1-7 February 1999€partment of Public Information Conferences, New York;

i ) Consultation, “Countdown to Cairo”, New York, Map94;
(d ACWW Ad Hoc Committee on Agriculture

established 1995 following a resolution to study ways of ()  Preparation of papers and/or other material at the

empowering rural women to achieve a balanced participatiéfuest of the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary
in agricultural decision-making; bodies or of the United Nations section: nil specific requests

within ACWW'’s immediate area of competence; however,

(e_) ACWW Areg Conferences 1994-1997: _helgngoing contributions were made mainlyaolugh (i) formal
Australia, C_anada, Ind|e_1, Northern Ireland_, Republic cH(on-governmental organization network (CONGO), (ii)
Korea, Swaziland and United States of America, to promojg +icination in official NGO Status of Women network, New
and/or Conso_hdat(_e the empow_erment and education \%rk, Geneva, Vienna, Paris, (iii) submission of ACWW
women, the girl child; food security, statements/joint statements to global United Nations

() ACWW Five-Year Global Development conferences and events, including preparatory committees and
Programme: US$ 450,000 from Norwegian Telethon t@ssociated regional meetings;
promote leadership, skill training, and health awareness
among women in developing countrid®95, Hji, Phase Five
successfully completed with follow-upnder way; a further

(m) Other consultative and substantive activities and
S0 on: activities in conjunction with specialized agencies
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reported under item entitled “Cooperation with United
Nations programmes and bodies and specialized agencies.

Highlights of quadrennial report, 1990-1993 (as
requested)

Highlights:
(a) Advocacyand project activity in support of United
Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women (General Assembly resolution
34/180, 1979);

(b) 1990: ACWW Five-year Global Development
Programme launched;

(c) Preparations, advocacy and action for two then
forthcoming United Nations conferences: International
Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 1994;
Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 1995.

10
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4. Catholic Relief Services that share a common world vision and values. CRS actively
collaborates with the United Nations agencies and other

(Special consultative status granted 1978) international donors. CRS is also an active member of
international Catholic development and relief consortia,

including Caritas Internationalis (Cl) and the Northern
Hemisphere Catholic development agency consortium, known

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is the official overseags CIDSE (International Cooperation for Development and
reliefand development agency of the United States Cathofglidarity).

Conference (USCC). CRS was foundedli943 to assist

refugees and displaced peoples in Europe after the Second  participation in United Nations forums

World War. The Mission of CRS is to alleviate human o o )

suffering, aid the development of peoples, and foster charity CRS participated periodically in non-governmental

and justice in the world. CRS assists people on the basisdy@anization-Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
need, not creed, race, nationality, sex, or political views. Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat disaster meetings

in New York. CRS attended the “Rio Plus 5" Conference in
After the Second World War, CRS identified globajew Yorkin 1997. CRS Viet Nam staff represented CRS at
needs and expanded rapidly throughout Africa, Asia, Europgie Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China,
the Middle East and Latin America. During the periogy 1995. The CRS Department of Governmental Relations
1994-197, in response to needs and world events, CRSrector and Food Security Advisor both represented CRS
expanded its operations in Eastern Europe (Bosnia, Croafig,the World Food Summit in Rome in 1996. Catholic
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo, ané‘evelopment agency consortia (CIDSE and Caritas

Albania), Asia (the Democratic People’s Republic of Korepyternationalis) submitted a paper to the World Summit for
owing to famine and also in Indonesia), Africa (the Grea$ocjal Development in March 1995.

Lakes region and the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(former Zaire), and Latin American and the Caribbean Cooperation with United Nations programmes
(disaster relief in Haiti and the Dominican Republic). Today, and agencies
CRS provides assistance in 82 countries and territories . . ] ] ]
worldwide. CRS receives funding from public and private __ The major operational relationships of CRS are with
donors in the United States of America and overseaswal YWFP and UNHCR on famine and disaster relief, and aid to
programme value averages from US$ 220-US$ 3@om.  réfugees. In June 1995, the Executive Director of CRS signed
) ) o a Memorandum of Understanding with the WFP Director,
Working with local counterpart organizations, CRSrimarily regarding emergency relief. In March 1996, the
promotes justice through the provision of refugee aid ardemorandum of Understanding was expanded to include non-
disaster relief, and long-term sustainable developmeé;lrgqergency development and to put a higher priority on
assista_nce programmes in var_ious sectors: h_ealth, ag_ricu!t‘i'ﬁ?proving the situation of women. CRS participated in non-
education, village banking (with women’s village solidarity,\ernmental organization operational partnership agreement
groups) and general welfare aid to the destitute and tiggqtiations with UNHCR. CRS has engaged in partnerships
marginalized. Cross-cutting themes in all CRS programmegs, ihe United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UNDP
include promotio_n of civil society, peace and reconciliationy 4 the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
and gender equity. Nations (FAO). UNICEF provides in-kind support such as
In many countries, CRS has cooperative relationshipggh-energy biscuits, powdered milk, vitamin A and
with United Nations agencies, such as the World Foateworming medicine. Cumulatively, United Nations agency
Programme (WFP), the Office of the United Nations Higleash grants alone to CRS in 1997 totalled $4,774,171.
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations  Other relevant activities
Children’s Fund (UNICEF). As requested, CRS field offices
share information with United Nations agencies ang
participate actively in United Nations forums, meetings a
seminars, especially at the country level.

Introduction

Through different channels and using different
proaches, the United Nations and CRS often engage in
mplementary efforts to transform conflict, promote peace
and reconciliation, support the development of civil society

From 1994 to 1997, CRS increasingly diversified itand buttress human rights and democracy. These common
funding base to a global network of public and privedtaors

11
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aims are most often pursued jointly in the context of disaster tons, valued at $1,345,000. In 1997, CRS was pleased to

relief and long-term development programmes. note, as a sign of growing partnership, that cash funding from
United Nations agencies had risen 97 per cent from 1996, to
Consultations and cooperation with the $2,347,743. UNHCRuUnding alone was up $850,744 from
United Nations 1996.

The United Nations provided funding and engaged in ~ Based on shared visions and values, CRS seeks to
partnership with CRS, primarily at the field level, from 1994ontinue expanding its collaboration with the United Nations
to 1997 in several regions of the world: and its member agencies on behalf of the poor, both centrally
and through field-based development and relief operations.

Organization for Migration/Office for the Coordination ofCRS’ as a member of international Cathalic development and

Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat fundegl'.e f consqrha, also hopes to gxpand Its gdvocacy within the
CRS in Angola in1996-1997 to manage quartering areas fo n_|ted Natpns system regarding global 1Ssues .SL.JCh as debt
demobilization of ex-combatants, to raise mine awareness JﬁHef’ anﬂ'Ct resoliutlon and the promotion of civil society
to aid the internally displaced. In the Great Lakes region, froﬁpd basic human rights.

1994 on, WFP, UNICEF and FAO supported CRS disaster

relief and reconciliation among internally disygled and host

populations in Burundi; in East Africa, UNICERfided CRS

Child Survival in north-east Kenya. In West Africa, WFP and

FAO supported CRS disaster relief and aid to refugees and

internally displaced peoples in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and

in 1995-1996, UNHCR/WFRihded CRS food aid to Tuareg

refugees in Burkina Faso;

(a) Africa: In Southern Africa, the International

(b) Asia: In the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea in 1997, CRS and four other United Statem-
governmental organizations began a joint operation with WFP
to provide famine relief. In the Philippines, UNICEF, along
with CRS and other non-governmental organizations,
produced a training manual entitled “A Culture of Peace” for
use in Mindanao;

(c) Europe, Middle East, North Africa: UNHCR
supported CRS Bosnia programmes of rehabilitation and
reintegration, minority refugee return, and aid to internally
displaced people$JNDP in Croatia supported CRS micro-
loans to refugees returning to homes of origin; in Kosovo and
Albania, UNHCR funded CRS aid to refugees and the
internally displaced; in the Middle East, CRS worked in
coordination with the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
(provision of aid to Palestinian refugees) in Jerusalem, the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip;

(d) Latin America and the Caribbean: In 1995-1996,
CRS cooperated with WFP onalrght relief in north-east
Brazil. CRS has distributed food aid provided by the United
Nations in the Dominican Republic, EI Salvador and
Honduras.

A CRS report stated that in the past year, 10 field
offices participated in United Nations food assisted
development and relief programmes totalling 4,200 metric

12
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5. Christian Children’s Fund, Inc. the linkage and accountability between CCF, the sponsor and
the child and seeks to promote and replicate “best practices”

(Special consultative status granted 1985) in CCF’s field programming for children and families.
To further enhance CCF’s overall accountability, CCF

Introductory statement introduced in 1996 a new “Network Aitthg” system,

Established in 1938 and based in Richmond Virginigesigned to ensure that its 1,200 projects are audited on a
. regular basis through a combination of local auditors,

Christian Children’s Fund (CCF) is one of the world’s oldes d Lvbrand. or CCE's Int | Audit Unit. It al
and largest child development agencies. For 60 years, t gopers and Lybrand, or S Interhal Audit Jnit. 1t also
eks to provide complementarity between the

organization has been committed to the survival, protecti tioned AIMES dat I ther kev indicat
and development of children through one-on-one chi orementione > data, as well as other key indicators
u}lsponsorshlp and financial management.

sponsorship. At the present time, CCF's programmes i
health and education touch the lives of over 2.5 million needy  In addition, CCF has maintained its affiliations with

children in 31 countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America,other international non-governmental organizations in
Eastern Europe and the United States of America. consultative status with ECOSOC such as World Vision
International, the International Save the Children Alliance,

In addition, eight “international affiliate” organizations : . ) ;
in Australia, Denmark, France, the United Kingdom of GreaFEIan International and others working on behalf of children’s

Britain and Northern Ireland, Germany, New Zealan Ights and development. In particular, these four agencies

: . . ave collaborated at the global level with the United Nations

Sweden and Taiwan Province of China help to promote CCE’§ " ) .
. . ildren’s Fund (UNICEF) in support of the goals of the

programmes and enlist sponsors in Europe and As

Affiliates in France and New Zealand became independen%r::o?:mirﬂ',;foerdizgﬂgin ilr? gzngik#erz]?eitjcgghIr?tlrtilzsvﬁ':]ci)s
autonomous organizations during this period, arfd 9 '

o . ongoing irtiative was recognized by the Director of
BARNfonden/Sweden joined the membershifBe7. UNICEF’s Programme Division, Mr. Sadiq Rasheed, in his

~ The main source of CCF’s funding continues to bgnnual statement to the Executive Board of UNICEF in June
individual sponsors who contributed over $96 million (US}998. In that same statement, Mr. Rasheed acknowledged the
to CCF programmes by the end of fiscal year 199%pecific cooperation between CCF and UNICEF in Angola
representing an increase of $30 million in sponsorshify “training over 1,500 community members to give
revenue since 1994. CCF is corntted to e_nsuring that at psychosocial support to over 17,000 war-traumatized
least 80 per cent of the sponsor’s donation goes to benefiildren, including underage soldiers”. CCF’s programme in
programme services for children and their families. Duringngola was also dmowledged in UNICEF’s annual report,
this period, CCF has also expanded its funding base in tifRe State of the World’s Children, 1998ew York, Oxford
area of grants and contracts, mainly through the United Statggiversity Press, 1996) (p. 24, figure 1t#red “Angolan
Agency for International Development (USAID) and thehildren in war”) focusing on child victims of armed conflict
Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance. Grant funding haghd the measures required for rehabilitation and reintegration
increased since 1994 from approximately $980,000 to ovigto their societies.

$3 million (US) by the end 01997 In support of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
An Endowment fund, named in honour of an earlgnd Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Culture of Peace
Executive Director, Dr. Verent Mills, was also eStab“SheFjrogramme and the General Assembly’s proclamation, in its
during this period in support of health and educatiofesolution 52/15 of 20 November 1997, of the year 2000 as
programmes to benefit children in CCF's worldwide projectshe International Year for the Culture of Peace, the

A pivotal development during the past four years ha&sychologists for Social Responsibility awarded CCF its
been CCF's establishment of a new evaluation system cal(&stinguished Contribution to the Culture ot&ce” Award
AIMES (Annual Impact Monitoring and Evaluation System)in August1998 for its programme in Agola.
which has provided an unprecedented level of accountability
across all of the organization’s field programmes. Based on  Participation in the Economic and Social Council
detailed indicators in health and education compiled at the ~ and/or other cooperation with United Nations
field level, this new system allows CCF to measure the impact ~ Programmes, bodies and specialized agencies
of our assistance on each sponsored child, thenipigerand During the past four years, CCF has maintained close
target service delivery accordingly. The system emphasizg§ations with UNICEF through its expanding role on the

13
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NGO Committee on UNICEF, which itself enjoys consultative  other agencies at the field level in support of organizational
status with the Executive Board of UNICEF. The former priorities relating to child development.

Presiden.t of CCF, Dr. Paul McCIee_lry, concluded his. termas | summary, CCF remains committed to and supportive
thg PreS|de_nt of the NGO Committee on UNICEF1®94 of the short- and long-term goals of the United Nations
prior to h|§ retirement. From_ 1995 1o 1997, . CCFsystem, and subscribes to the belief that the programme
re_presentatlves Mr. Arthur Simon (CCF-Washmgto terventions of international non-governmental organizations
Dlregtor) and Dr’. Michelle Poullton (CCF-Geneva Director s well as of their local and national counterparts can serve
contlnged C.CF S representation on the Boa“?' of the NG complement the programmes of the United Nations system
Committee in New York and Geneva, respecnvely. In Jung: e continue to work together in partnership.

1997, Dr. Poulton was elected Deputy President of the NGO

Committee on UNICEF. In this capacity, CCF has regularly

attended scheduled meetings of the Committee Board in

Geneva in addition to key New York meetings and that of

UNICEF.

As further evidence of this cooperative trend, CCF
collaborated with the Belarusian Children’s Fund and
UNICEF in November 1994 to host a conference in Minsk
focusing on the rights of the child. In addition, UNICEF and
CCF also collaborated to provide social work education to
Belorussian University professors through an exchange
programme between Belorussian, American and European
social work experts. A regional seminar, with UNICEF
support, was also convened by CCF in Estonikd85, which
focused on support for the family in the Baltic States.

CCF-Geneva has also strengthened its contacts with
other United Nations agencies and non-governmental
organizations in Geneva during this time and has played a
leadership role with other non-governmental organization
committee members in the ongoing dialogue on making the
committee more decentralized and issue-oriented. In view of
CCF's rehabilitative, psychosocial programming in Angola
and Sierra Leone, CCF has also supported events surrounding
the release of the United Nations—sponsored study by Graca
Machel relating to the impact of armed conflict on children.

CCF has also been active in promoting the importance
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
has followed the activities of the Committee on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) and has also become a signatory to non-
governmental organization-ledifratives urging the United
States Congress to ratify the Convention. CCF National
Offices also promote the United Nations Convention in the
overall context of children’s rights and development in their
own countries, and some are active in National
Councils/Committees on the Rights of the Child.

At the same time, CCF National Offices interact directly
with UNICEF, the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), The Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Bank and

14
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6. Consultative Council of Jewish
Organizations

(Special consultative status granted 1947)

The Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations
(CCJO) was founded ih947 by Nobel Bace Prize Laureate,
René Cassin, first President of the European Court of Human
Rights, principal author of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and President of the Alliance Israélite
Universelle.

Presentation of reports on the right of restitution,
compensation and rehabilitation for victims of gross
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/8), the administration of justice
and the human rights of detainees (E/CN.4/Sub.2/
1995/NGO/38) and protection des minorités: examen
global de sujets précis relatifs au racisme, a la
xénophobie, aux minorités et aux travailleurs migrants
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2/1995/NG0O/40) on Qugust1995;

(b) United Nations and UNESCO activities: CCJO'’s

offices participated in United Nations and UNESCO projects

in Paris and Geneva, which included:

Since its establishment, CCJO and its constituent
organizations, the Alliance Israélite Universelle, the
American Friends of the Alliance Israélite Universelle, the
Anglo-Jewish Association and the Canadian Friends of the
Alliance Israélite Universelle, have been actively
participating with the United Nations and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
in organizing programmes and developing projects on issues
related to human rights, international law and education.

From 1947 through the latE980s CCJO focused its
activities in New York, Where it sponsored conferences on
such topics as the Abuse of human rights in the Soviet Union,
and Strategies to implement the International Covenants on
Human Rights. In the early 1990s, a decision was made&Phu
shift CCJO’s focus and resources by expanding its presence
in Europe, through its participation with the United Nations
and UNESCO in Geneva and Paris and to increase its
exposure to the community through the sponsorship of
programmes and academic conferences.

The CCJO’s European offices has been based in Paris
under the direction of Gérard Israél, author and expert on
international law and political affairs. After serving for over
25 years, Mr. Israél retired and a Search Committee has been
formed and is in the process of finding a replacement. In
addition, CCJO is represented in London by Clemens N.
Nathan, a Jewish communal leader and in Montreal by Gary
Waxman and Edmond Elbaz, two communal leaders.
Currently, an Italian branch of CCJO is being established in
Milan.

During the period 1994-1997, CCJO’s adfiiws have
included:

(a) Participating in the Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva: representatives of CCJO’s European offices have
attended and actively participated in the Commission on
Human Rights convened annually in Geneva. Their
involvement included:

() Serving as a member of the Liaison Committee
of French non-governmental organizations to the
United Nations Office in Paris;

(i) Serving as a consultant to the Executive
Committee and General Conference of UNESCO in
Paris and Geneva in matters related to human rights,
law and education;

(iiiy Sending a delegation to participate in the Sub-
commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities, held in Geneva in August
1997;

(c) Carrying on the work of René Cassin in the field
man rights, as follows:

(i) The Canadian Friends of the Alliance Israélite
Universelle have sponsored an annual René Cassin
Symposium at McGill University in Montreal. Keynote
speakers have included Professor Thomas S. Kuttner
and Professor Irwin Cottler, experts on human rights,
Judge Jules Deschénes, Chairman a@foxernment
commission investigating Nazi war criminals in
Canada, and Dr. Bernard Kouchner, a researcher who
spoke on racism and xenophobia;

(i)  Working with the Association pour la Fidelité a

la Pensée du Président René Cassin, which promotes
the efforts of the late Nobel Prize Laureate in the area
of international law;

(iif) Collaborating with the International Institute of

Human Rights to promote the development of
educational material on the subject, as well as to
distribute academic prizes and student scholarships;

(d)
(i) Served as a consultant to the Council of Europe
in Strasbourg, France, in matters pertaining to human
rights;

Miscellaneous activities:
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(i) Co-sponsored a colloquium on “The Struggle
Against Racism and Xenophobia” in Strasbourg in
November 1994;

(iiiy Assisted the French National Commission on
Human Rights by addressing such issues as educational
approaches to teaching about human rights, educational
reform, nationality and minority rights, and drug and
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)
education;

(iv) Participated in the United Nations Caucus of
Jewish nongovernmental organizations sponsored by
B’nai B'rith International’s United Nations Affairs
Department in New York;

(v) Sent a delegation to participate in the Yitzhak
Rabin Annual Conference on the United Nations
sponsored by the B'nai B’rith Centre for Public Policy
in September 1997;

(e) Activities of CCJO’s constituent organizations:

(i) CCJO’s constituent organizations have supported
the goals of CCJO by planning programmes on various
aspects of human rights and interfaith relations, a
symposium on the Middle East peace process
sponsored by the Alliance Israélite Universelle in Paris
in November 1995;

(i) They disseminate information about the goals,
programmes, projects and activities of CCJO through
the publications of its constituent organizations. These
journals includerl he Alliance RevieiNew York), The
AJA Review(London), Les Cahiers de I'Alliance
Israélite Universelleand Les Cahiers du Judaisme
(Paris) andBita’ on KYACH(Jerusalem).

Itis the hope of CCJO and its constituent organizations

to continue its mission of assisting the United Nations in
eliminating racial and religious intolerance, violations of
human rights and promoting the cause of freedom.

We look forward in the coming months to joining our

sister organizations in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of
the ratification of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
co-authored by our organization’s founder, the late René
Cassin.
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7. European Federation of Conference regarded this distinction with pride, and done all we can to
Towns justify it. Setting up EMILG has increased ouriby to fulfil
the Council’s role.

(Special consultative status granted 1985) We try to keep EFCT members (a hundred of Europe’s
top destination cities) and the other cooperating groups
The European Federation of Conference Towns (EFCHVised about developments that might involve therigmmic
was founded irL963 as a professional association for thogdd Social Council. These include, for instance, the
special towns in Europe which are dedicated to tHePNvention against torture, child rights, elimination of racial
development of modern, efficient conference destinatior@iSCrimination, protection of minorities, freedom of

complete with the infrastructure, facilities and services thgiovement, intellectual protection, research cooperation, the
make this possible. General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), protection

) ) o o of the environment and cooperation between developed and
Since then, while retaining these essential aims ag¢herging countries.

objectives, EFCT has moved ahead and enlarged its horizons. ion al hasize the role of ,
Thanks in a significant part to EFCT’s leadership and V& campaignalways to emphasize the role of meetings

communication programme, it has become more widefj'd conferences as a key instrument for peace, well-being,
recognized that conferences and congresses are a Jigfrnational cooperation, professional interchange, the
component of the communication processes which &Kchange of scientific activity and technology and the

countries have to depend on, if social andeemic progress MmProvement of skills in almost every discipline.

and development are to be maintained. 1994

Assistance to the European Union This was the second year of the European Union, and
More than any other body, EFCT has assisted ttﬁ@e new European Economic Area (EEA) was established,
European Community to understand the importance oflr;‘pludlng. Austria, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Iceland.; for
strong European conference industry, and the value sgveral it was a halfway house towards full membership.
attracting international congresses that play a major role in ~ Surveys indicated that conference delegates were
professional and social interchange and development. spending more — an increase of 52 per cent — between 1985
For many years EFCT maintained a Liaison Office iand 1993. puring this year EFCT took it.s gnnuql conference
Brussels in continuing contact with the Brussels, Strasboui@y HelSinki where the Federation’s thirtieth birthday was
and Luxembourg headquarters of the European Union (E&ﬁlebrated. A survey of those years was published in EFCT
concerning the many matters relating to conferences that @0
crop up in legislation. We reminded the European Union that although tourism
Three years ago, EFCT offered participation to othdfaS EUrope’s biggest industry, with 6.5 per cent of gross
professional groups and set up a new office called EMiLEOMestic product (GDP) and also the biggest employer, it had
(the European Meetings Industry Liaison Group), also peen omitted from the.T_reaty of Rome and as a result thelre
Brussels. The first to join EFCT in this were IAPCOWaS N0 Ep po!|cyor activity on the subJe_c.t. We suggested this
(International Association of Professional Congresdas @ situation that should be rectified, and there was
Organisers), ICCA (the International Congress an\@|Qespread support throughout the tourism industry for this
Convention Association) and MPI (Meeting Professionafititude.
International). Others have followed. EFCT retains the Chair ~ Our aim was that when the Treaty was to be reassessed
of this cooperative group. in Maastricht in 1996, tourism would at last be ognized
EMILG is an accepted voice of thadustry, and works by the. Community. The EC’s own Economic and Social
on all aspects of EU activity and legislation. It attend§Ouncil shared our concern.
relevant EU meetings, and an instance recently was the We were active in lobbying on the proposed distance
Conference on Quality in Tourism, organized by the currestlling draft legislation, which included several aspects
Austrian EU Presidency, in which the EMILG Chairman wadetrimental to business tourism. Our siReport on Europe
a featured speaker. was published in the spring; it showed some optimism that
EFCT was awarded consultative status with thie marketsituation was improving. EFCT’s eighth Summer
Economic and Social @incil in1978; we have ever since School took place this year in Brussels.
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1995 1996

EFCT stressed its support for the European The Twenty-third Directorate-General of the European
environmental programme by joining Green Globe, an agency Commission issued a Green Paper on the future of tourism
established by the World Travel and Tourism Council. within the Common Market; EFCT was a major contributor

The European Parliament voted to include tourism ilili]ereto and to the discussion that followed. High hopes were

the EU programme and called for a Tourism Agency to WOII|?'Ised’ but after months of delay and opposition from major
alongside the European Environmental Agency. But this Wgéember States it was shelved.

not supported by the Governments of several influential EU A working lunch for politicians from European
nations, and little progress was made. ouatries was held at thenaual EIBTM trade show in

Abig step was the enlargement of the European Uni&ﬁeneva, setting a pattern for an annual event where they could

to include Austria, Finland and Sweden, making a total of 1%45995,5 the copference market .|nformally with other
countries. We noted that the newcomers were all prominé?'n(f“t'c'a,ns and W!th the representatives of EFCT and other
conference countries, with leading cities that were EFdY¥ofessional bodies.

members. EFCT’s ninthReport on Europeshowed how
Bonference activity in Eastern European cities was increasing,

A number of new convention bureaux were established, . .
including in Stockholm and Tampere. New EFCT membe@d acknowledged the Federation’s programme of assistance

included Bratislava (Slovakia), Istanbul (Turkey), Le Man® €merging destinations.

(France), Limassol (Cyprus), Montlucon (France) and This year EFCT celebrated the hundredth anniversary
Reykjavik (Iceland). ofthe world’s first convention bureau, in Detroit, Michigan;
Atan anniversary conference in that city we presented a paper

Our Summer School went to Innsbruck; our annu |
gn the European conference scene. This year our annual

Report on Europemphasized the importance of the Sing| )
Market and indicated a continuing improvement in the mark&pnference was in Warsaw, and the Summer School went to
situation across Europe. This year EFCT was one of the fifS{Ce-

in the meetings world to adopt the Internet, and has been EFCT gave strong support to a project from the Twenty-
prominent ever since. third Directorate-General called Philoxenia, which stemmed

The Commissioner for the European Union’s Twent)f-rom the Green Paper the previous year. This provided modest

third Directorate-General, Christos Papoutsis, wrote fyPPOrtforcongress promotion on behalf of Europe and had

congratulate EFCT on its role in Europe, saying it hagther features welcomed by the industry.

succeeded for Europe in winning 60 per cent of all the Sadly it was opposed by major member States, and
international congresses. Its role in Europe, he added, had never really started. This and other hopeful proposals from
provided a great service and substantial investment to the host the EU Commissioner for the Twenty-third Directorate-
communities, all stemming from the establishment of EFCT  General were also due for discussion at thevetament

in Brussels 30 years earlier. Conference which moved from Florence to Dublin this year,

This year EFCT started a two-year term as Chair alpit they never came to the floor. Meetings on tourism were

Secretariat of JMIC, the Joint Meetings Industry Groug:ancelled.
which involves 15 of the leading professional organizations

worldwide. There was wide concern when EU refused to vote  12mpere was nominated by EFCT for this year’s Green
a tourism budget for the coming year. Globe Award, and was voted the winner.

The First International Congress for Children on the 1997
Environment took place in Eastbourne, an EFCT member city,
this year. A United Nations survey of 30,000 children formed ~ EFCT supported ETAG, the European Tourism Action
part of the agenda, and heads of State and politiciaf§oup, in calling forimprovement in value-added tax (VAT)
worldwide gave support. Eight hundred children from geestrictions and freedom from other taxes such as the airport
countries participated, and the wide range of projectsiad  departure tax. We asked for better statistics and closer
the world captured the imagination of the media. Theooperation between the Government and private sectors. We

delegates made 25 resolutions, and the United NatiofigPported the strong EU stance against the commercial
circulated these widely from New York. exploitation of children, and a call for practical action by the

travel trade.

18



E/C.2/1999/2/Add.15

This year, the EFCT Summer School was held in
Barcelona and the annual conference went to Reykjavik.
EFCT presented a paper on business travel at a regional
conference in Porto, which was widely distributed. The EU
Presidency moved from Ireland to Luxembourg, and a
conference there on tourism and employment emphasized the
role played by tourism in general and business tourism in
particular in combating the major Community problem of
finding new jobs; but there was little progress in the attempt
to have tourism and conferences included in the official
business of the European Union.

The annual meeting with representativdipcians was
successful and our educational programme, including
parliamentarians, hotel schools and many professional people,
continued. EFCT this year endorsed Istanbul Convention
Bureau and the Turkish Soil Erosion Control Association
jointly for the Green Globe Award, and this partnership was
successful. EFCT nominations have now won this
environmental accolade for two successive years.

Summary

During the four years under review, EFCT has been
more active than ever and has continued to accept the
responsibilities of consultative status with theoBomic and
Social Council. We plan to continue this pattern and do all we
can to further the activities of thed@incil and draw attention
to its achievements and programme.
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8. World Jewish Congress (WJC) (b) Also at the fifty-fourth session, on 23 March
1998, on agenda item 12: Racism, racial discrimination,

(Special consultative status granted 1941) Xenophobia and related intolerance;

(c) Atthe fifty-third session, on 24 March 1997, on
Brief introductory statement agenda item 19: Implementation of the Declaration on the
limination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination

The period covered by this quadrennial repo %sed on Religion or Belief

1994-1997 has been marked by significant changes on
international scene, not least of which is the evolving (d) Also at the fifty-third session, on 11 March 1997,
character of the former Soviet Union. As a result of then the mandate of a Special Rapporteur;

affiliation of several Jewish communities in the former Soviet (e) Atthe fifty-second session, on 9 April 1996, on
Union with the World Jewish Congress (WJC), there argq topic of agenda reform;

almost 90 Jewish communities that are WJC national ]
members. (f) Also at the fifty-second, on 21 March996, on

. o ) ) agenda item 4: Situation of human rights in the Occupied
WJC continues to maintain links with the Economic an?erritories

Social Council and its subsidiary bodiesahigh,inter alia, o _ _
the two principal human rights organs, the Commissionon  (9) At the fifty-first session, under agenda item 11,
Human Rights and the Subcommission on Prevention @f terrorism.

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. WJC's active WJC took part in the forty-sixth, forty-seventh and
participation in all sessions of these bodies is detailed belofgrty-ninth sessions of the Subcommission on Prevention of
as is the evidence of our ongoing engagement with the tre@jscrimination and Protection of Minorities.

body process. WJC continues to follow with great interest the
work of the Human Rights Committee, the Committee on t
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Committee Again
Torture, and the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

WJC attended the last four sessions of the Executive
;Eommittee of the Programme of the United Nations High
hommissioner for Refugees. WJC has closely followed the
guestion of liberal asylum policies and the increasing
The organization has also had a special interest over tigenomenon of refoulement.
past four years in pursuing redress for wrongs suffered by
former victims of the Nazi regime during the Second Worl
War, pursuant to the principles enshrined in the Charter o
the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human  WJC attended, and made a statement at, the Meeting of
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Politic&kovernment Experts on the Use of the Red Cross and Red
Rights. Representations have been made to authoritiesCégscent Emblems, held on 13 and 14 February 1997.
neutral Second World War countries on behalf of persons, or - at the Webster University Conference on “War Crimes
their successors, entitled to tistion for assets entrusted t0j, yygoslavia: Peace or Justice”, a WJC representative

banks, or other institutions, such as insurance companiggjivered a speech on the topic “Geneva and the Challenge

fiduciaries and so on, in addition to requests that approprigigHymanitarian Action in the 1990s”, on 15 February 1996.
measures be taken for property of heirless victims to be

applied for other surviving victims of the Holocaust who are A SPeech entitled “The United Nations and Israel” was
in need. delivered to the Tenth International Conference of Jewish

Lawyers and Jurists, held on 29 Decemt8e5.

A statement was made by the representative of WJC on
occasion of Human Rights Day on 10 Decemb@97.

Activities As part of WIC’s ongoing involvement in reform of the
WJC participated in the fiftieth, fifty-first, fifty-second, Red Cross movement, a representative attended the Twenty-

fifty-third and fifty-fourth sessions of the Commission Onsixth International Conference of the Federation of Red Cross
d Red Crescent Societies, and made a statement on 5

Human Rights. Oral statements were made on the followi
subjects: ? rﬁzcembeﬂg%.

(a) Atthe fifty-fourth session, on 24 March 1998, on WJC participated in the Economic and Social Council

agenda item 14: Effective functioning of bodies estabIishé[:)cjorurln on thzn-Gg\Serlnnggal g)rgacr:lzatlons and
pursuant to United Nations human rights instruments; evelopment, held on 3 July » and made a statement on

that occasion.
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A WJC representative presented a paper entitled “The
Treatment of Israel and the Rise of Economic ‘Rights’ in the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights” to the
American Society of International Law 1995 Annual Meeting
held from 5 to 8 April 1995.

A speech was delivered by a WJC representative to the
Fourteenth Regional Conference of European United Nations
Associations on 7 November 1994.

WJC continues to maintain a high level of interest in
United Nations treaty bodies. Sessions of the following treaty
bodies were attended by WJC representatives, and informal
representation to Chairmen and/or Committee members was
made with respect to issues arising in particular country
reports on several occasions:

(a) Human Rights Committee (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights);

(b) Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination);

(c) Committee Against Torture (@wention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment
or Punishment);

(d) Committee on the Rights of the Child (Convention
on the Rights of the Child).

Representation has been made by WJC representatives
to both the Special Rapporteur on Torture and the Special
Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial
Discrimination and Xenophobia.

WJC has met with a number of United Nations officials,
including the Director-General of the United Nations Office
at Geneva, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights and the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees. At these meetings, WJC representatives engaged
in a dialogue to explain WJC’s areas of activity, and
opportunities to assist in the work of various United Nations
bodies and agencies.

Throughout the period under review, WJC has been
pleased to serve as Treasurer of the Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with the
Economic and Social Council (CONGO).

WJC continues its involvement with the Special
Committee of Non-Governmental Organizations on Human
Rights (formerly Special Committee of International Non-
Governmental Organizations on Human Rights (Geneva)) and
has held the position of Treasurer for the duration of the
period covered by the present quadrennial report.
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