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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

STATEMENT BY MR AUAJJAR, M NI STER OF HUMAN RI GATS OF MOROCCO

1. M. AUAJJAR (Mdrocco) said that the conmenoration of the fiftieth

anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts had provi ded an
opportunity to take stock of a 50-year struggle for freedom justice and
dignity. Although that period had been productive in many ways, it should not
be forgotten that mllions of nmen and wonmen continued to live in poverty and
were also the victins of war atrocities, violence and racism as was currently
the case in Kosovo

2. Under the guidance of His Majesty King Hassan |1, the Kingdom of Mrocco
had opted for a system based on political and trade-union pluralism a nmarket
econony, social justice and participation of citizens in the managenent of
public affairs. Despite certain difficulties inmediately after independence,
and as a result of w despread national consensus, the country had successfully
noved towards denocracy. The new Government which had cone to power the

previ ous year was led by a human rights activist of stature, nanely

M. Abderrahmane El Youssoufi. The denocratic option had been underscored by
Morocco’ s accession to various international human rights agreements and
conventions. The Miroccan Constitution reaffirmed the State’'s commitnent to
uni versal ly recogni zed human rights.

3. Morocco had taken all necessary steps to put those internationa
obligations into effect. 1In 1990 the Advisory Council on Human Ri ghts had
been established; the Council was a national institution bringing together
menbers of the Governnent, representatives of political parties, groups of
affiliated trade unions, and human rights organi zations. In 1993 the post of
M ni ster of Human Ri ghts had been created to coordi nate and plan the
Government's human rights policy. Admnistrative courts had been set up to
protect citizens against official msconduct. On the legislative front, a
nunber of statutes had been revised and, since taking office, the Governnent
had indicated that it wished to give priority to harnonizing interna
legislation with the international conventions ratified by Mrocco.

4, In the political arena, the Mroccan authorities had tackled a nunmber of
“pendi ng” human rights issues by taking several crucial decisions: granting
an amesty to persons detained for political offences, transmtting
information on the fate of certain m ssing persons, and adopting the principle
of compensation for victins. Al those issues had been dealt with by the

Advi sory Council and every initiative had been endorsed by the King.

Mor eover, a national plan of action had been drawn up to pronote wonen’s
rights and strengthen their involvenment in the country' s devel opnent. A |ega
and psychol ogi cal counselling service for women in difficult situations and
femal e victins of violence was bei ng established.

5. The Mbroccan CGovernnment was determ ned to press ahead with its plans to
strengthen the rule of |aw and ensure meani ngful observance of political
civil, economc, social and cultural rights in Mdrocco. Despite many
obstacl es, the Government was prepared to meet any challenge with the support
of the King and the people. It was pleased to observe that its efforts had
been well received abroad, and wel coned in particular the follow ng
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significant events: the decision by Amesty International to hold an

i nternational conference in Mrocco in sumer 1999; the holding in

February 1999 of the regional conference on human rights education in Arab
countries; the signing of an agreement to establish a centre for human rights
docunentation, information and training in collaboration with the Ofice of
the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP); and, finally, the visit to Mirocco by the H gh Conmm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts herself. The Mdrroccan Government had al ways cooperated with
United Nations human rights bodies.

6. The constraints of gl obalization weighed heavily on Mdrocco as on al
devel opi ng countries. Econonmic problens took a toll on enploynent, housing,
t he canpaign against illiteracy, and so forth. The problens facing Mroccan

em grants were especially acute; they were victins of a rising tide of racism
and xenophobia. The Mdroccan Government appealed to all States to respect the
rights of mgrant workers. As a mark of its concern for the probl em of

i mm gration, Morocco had organi zed an international sem nar on inmmgration and
human rights at the end of 1998. The participants had concl uded that the
probl em coul d only be resol ved through an approach based on cooperation and
partnership. The international comrunity should ponder that topic and strive
to build a world in which fraternity, justice, solidarity and peace prevail ed.

QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUVMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS | N ANY PART
OF THE WORLD, | NCLUDI NG

(a) QUESTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N CYPRUS (agenda item 9) (continued)
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/ 7, 25-28, 30-38, 40-43, 107, 117, 119, 121, 125-127, 129-137 and
139; E/CN. 4/1999/ NGO 11, 12, 16-20, 29, 61 and 100; S/1998/581; A/52/539;

A/ 53/ 402 and 490)

7. The CHAI RPERSON invited del egations to exercise their right of reply in
respect of agenda item 9.

8. M. JANSONS (Latvia) said that the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the
Russi an Federation had painted a picture of the situation in Latvia which bore
no resenbl ance to reality and was conpletely at variance with the findings of
studi es conducted by international organizations and countries with an
interest in the issue. Hi s delegation hoped that the day woul d come when the
Russi an Federation would no | onger feel the need to make statenments of that

ki nd.

9. M. DEMBRI (Cbserver for Algeria) said that, instead of sinply attacking
devel opi ng countries and meking fal se all egations about Al geria, the
representative of New Zeal and would do well to informthe Commi ttee about the
forced assimlation of the Maori people, the treatnent of prisoners at
Mangoroa, the application of the Treaty of Witangi, especially concerning the
return of land to indigenous peoples, the inequalities between indi genous
peopl e and the rest of the popul ation, and the upsurge in racism and
xenophobi a i n New Zeal and.
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10. Regardi ng the coments made by Human Ri ghts Watch and Worl d Organi zati on
agai nst Torture, his Government rejected their allegations as untrue and
regretted that they had not roundly condemmed the acts of terrorismcommtted
by non- Governnent entities.

11. Furthernore, as far as his del egati on was aware, Human Ri ghts Watch had
never published any material about the nurder of the African American

John King by the Ku Klux Klan. Hi s delegation also wi shed to know whet her
Worl d Organi zati on agai nst Torture had reacted publicly to the revel ati on that
certain services fromthe country where it was based had colluded with the
South African apartheid regine in planning to sterilize black wonen and

i nocul ate African popul ations with viruses.

12. M. NETO (Observer for Angola) said that the representative of Germany,
speaki ng on behal f of the European Union, and the representative of

New Zeal and had referred to the war in Angola in their respective statenents
under agenda item 9. His delegation regretted the ambi guous nature of those
statenents, which were incoherent and did not square with the positions taken
by the Governnents of the nenber States of the European Union, either within
the Union itself or at the United Nations Security Council. It should be
recalled that, in its resolutions 1190, 1195, 1202 and 1213 of 1998 and its
resolution 1229 of 26 February 1999, the Security Council had laid the bl ane
for the crisis in Angola on the Uni &0 Naci onal para a |ndependéncia Total de
Angola (UNITA) and its | eader, M. Savini.

13. M. MERIC (Observer for Turkey) said that his Government valued its

di al ogue with Norway on the subject of human rights. However, it should be
made clear that, in official contacts between the two countries, the so-called
Kurdi sh question had never been raised. Turkey was a full denocracy in which
all citizens, regardless of their ethnic origin, had the sane rights and
obligations and could enbrace their own culture. M. Ccalan was the |eader of
a terrorist organization responsible for the deaths of over 30,000 people, and
he was being treated in strict accordance with the | aw

14. The statements made by G eece and the Greek Cypriot adm nistration did
not merit a detailed reply since they issued froma terrorist State and its
acconplice which were responsible for a nunber of violations in Turkey.

15. M. MENGESHA (Cbserver for Ethiopia) said that the Eritrean del egation
and the Eritrean regime’s representatives on the African Comm ssion of Health
and Human Ri ghts Pronoters and the African Association of Education for

Devel opnent had sought to m sl ead the Conm ssion

16. VWen Eritrea had becone independent in 1993, persons living in Ethiopia
who had acquired Eritrean citizenship had been allowed to continue living in
Et hi opi a and participate in the life of that country on an equal footing with
Et hi opi an nationals. But the Eritrean reginme had used sone of its citizens in
Et hi opi a to conduct espionage. Consequently, the Ethiopian Governnment had
been within its rights to request those persons, and those persons alone, to

| eave the country; the necessary precautions had been taken for their safe
return to Eritrea. The Eritrean allegation that 1,000 Eritrean nationals had
di sappeared in Ethiopia was thus wi thout any basis whatsoever. It was
Eritrean propaganda designed to divert the attention of the internationa



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ SR. 21
page 5

community fromits aggression against Ethiopia and the mass human rights
violations which the Eritrean regime had committed agai nst Ethi opi ans.

17. M. TEKLE (Observer for Eritrea) said that in his previous statenent he
had nmerely been quoting the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the
Secretary-Ceneral, Amesty International and the Prime Mnister of Sweden.

Al nost al |l independent reports had stated that the arrest, detention and

expul sion of Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin had been arbitrary.
The representative of Ethiopia should give a clear answer to the follow ng
gquestions: had the deportees and detai nees been found to be national security
ri sks according to due process of |law? Had they been given the opportunity to
appeal ? Had they consulted a awer? And had it been necessary to torture

t hent?

18. The Et hi opi an del egati on had produced no docunents from non-governnenta
organi zations (NGOs), international organizations or Covernnents to support
its allegations. And, unlike Eritrea, Ethiopia had not invited a nunber of
United Nations bodies and other institutions to carry out on-the-spot

i nvestigations. Representatives of the African Association of Education for
Devel opnment were wel conme to visit Eritrea, and Ethiopia should extend a
simlar invitation.

19. U DENZI L ABEL (Cbserver for Myanmar) said that the Governnent of Manmar
was making every effort to pronote and protect human rights in accordance with
the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The del egations
whi ch had all eged the exi stence of human rights abuses in Myanmar were clearly
not motivated by a desire to pronote and protect human rights. Moreover, they
persisted in referring to Myanmar by its former col onial nane, thereby

reveal ing where their synpathies lay. Regarding the allegation that human

ri ghts abuses included the displacenent of ethnic mnorities, it should be
recalled that 16 out of 17 ethnic groups had |laid down their weapons and were
currently cooperating with the Governnment in developing their respective
regions and participating in national life. A single group continued to
refuse the olive branch extended by the Governnent. The group in question had
a long history of cooperation with outside forces, and under the pretext of

def endi ng denocracy and human rights it had di ssem nated misinformation to
certain Western nedi a.

20. In 1988 the country had been on the brink of disintegration. Today the
rule of |aw had been re-established. Only persons who broke the | aw had been
arrested and sentenced.

21. The Governnent had set itself the objective of gradually introducing
multi-party denocracy and a narket-oriented econony, while at the sanme tine
taking into consideration the specific characteristics of Myanmar. Numerous
exanples of simlar experinents had shown that haste would only lead to
instability and chaos.

22. Those who advocated or inposed econom ¢ sanctions on Myanmar were sinply
i npedi ng the country’s nove towards denocracy and full enjoyment of human
rights. Further details about the situation in Myanmar could be found in
docunent E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 129.
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23. M. GAH MA (Rwanda) replying to the statenment by the Mnister of Human
Ri ghts of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, said that the | eaders of the
present Congol ese regi me, whose excesses were far worse than anything
perpetrated by Mbutu, had openly supported and funded the erstwhile Rwandan
Armed Forces (FAR) and the Interahamve militias which were operating from
Congol ese territory, where they were preparing to finish the genoci de which
they had carried out in 1994.

24, The conflict in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo had not been caused
by foreign aggression; it was the result of the bloodthirsty dictatorship of
Presi dent Kabila. The Governments of neighbouring countries, and particularly
Rwanda, could not remain indifferent to the instability in the Denocratic
Republ i c of the Congo, given that the Congol ese Government was providing
extensive support to its enem es.

25. The Rwandan Gover nnent supported a peaceful negotiated settlenment of the
conflict providing for the neutralization and dismantling of the non-State
armes that were operating in the territory of the Denpcratic Republic of the
Congo and threatening the security of neighbouring countries.

26. CGenocide was currently being commtted by the Congol ese Gover nnent

agai nst a section of its population. The Congol ese Mnister of Justice had
descri bed Rwandans and Tutsis as insects, mcrobes and gernms which nmust be
met hodi cal |y eradicated. O her mnisters had made sim |l ar statenments. Such
incitement to genocide had already resulted in thousands of deaths. The
Rwandan Government was astoni shed by the puzzling silence of the Specia
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo and the genocide. The Commi ssion shoul d appoint a new Speci al
Rapporteur or establish sone other mechanismto investigate as a matter of
urgency whet her such acts had taken place in the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo so that those responsible could be called to account.

27. M. NAHAYO (Qbserver for Burundi) said that his del egation wi shed to
make clear to the Mnister of Human Rights of the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo that Burundi had never sent any troops into that country. Burundi was
merely keeping a close watch on its borders to ensure that the Congol ese
conflict did not spill over into its territory. His Government hoped that the
Congol ese thenmsel ves would find a way to end their civil war.

28. M. SIMKHADA (Nepal), replying to the statenents of a nunmber of NGOs,
said that the 100,000 refugees from Bhutan whi ch Nepal had accepted for
humani tari an reasons, and who had been living in canps in eastern Nepal for
the last 10 years, were a heavy burden for a small devel oping country.

Wt hout the valuable aid of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for

Ref ugees (UNHCR) and NGOs such as Lutheran World Federation, the Nepal ese
Gover nment woul d have experienced great difficulty in caring for them

29. Nepal had spared no effort to negotiate a settlement to the problem
Unfortunately, little progress had been nade in seven rounds of mnisteria
tal ks between Nepal and Bhutan. Nepal regretted that the eighth mnisteria
meeting which the two parties had agreed to hold in Kathmandu in January 1999
had not taken place; it had notified the Bhutanese Covernnent that it was
ready to receive the Bhutanese del egation in Kathmandu as soon as possi bl e.
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The optim sm generated by the Novenber 1998 Thi nbu ministerial consultations
shoul d not be allowed to evaporate. His Government urged all the parties

i nvolved to create favourable conditions for expediting the success of

bil ateral negotiations.

30. M . PARNOHADI NI NGRAT (I ndonesi a) said that the Indonesian Governnment had
taken a bol d approach to resolving the East Tinmor question. The new approach
had naturally rai sed expectations, but also frustrations and tensions, which
the representative of Portugal had neverthel ess exaggerated. It was very

i mportant for the parties concerned to commit thenselves unreservedly to
creating an atnosphere conducive to the success of the next round of
tripartite consultations which was due to be held shortly in New York.

31. For its part, the Indonesian Government was fully commtted to rel easing
all East Tinorese political prisoners, and had already initiated a rel ease
programe. However, the nmeasure woul d not apply to convicted crimnals.

32. The nunber of Indonesian soldiers in the province had al ready been
substantially reduced. The reduction had to be carried out in stages in order
to avoi d chaos. Mdreover, the issue had been exam ned within the franmework of
the tripartite negotiations. H's CGovernnment strongly rejected the Portuguese
al l egation that the Indonesian arnmy had supplied weapons to groups that
favoured integration into Indonesia. The arny fully endorsed the politica
choi ces made by the Governnent.

33. The I ndonesi an Governnment had been surprised to hear the | eader of the
i ndependence party, Xanana Gusnmeo, call for an arned rebellion against the

I ndonesi an arnmed forces. That appeal, which was sinply a nove to ensure a
United Nations presence in the province, could seriously jeopardize the
process of reconciliation and the consultations on the autonony offer

34. The establishment of peace and security in East Tinmor nust be |linked to
the disarmng of the mlitias, particularly the pro-independence extrem sts,
who had been responsible for the death of innocent civilians and were behind
the incident during the Easter holiday in which five people had been kill ed.

35. Regardi ng the allegations of food and health problens in the province,
representatives from AusAlD had visited East Tinor between 10 and

20 March 1999; they had reported that supplies of food and medicines in

East Ti nor were adequate and that |ocalized shortages were the result of
transport difficulties.

36. H s Government called on all the parties concerned, including Portugal
to play a constructive role in finding a peaceful solution to the problem

37. M. ROVASZEWSEKI (Poland) regretted that the representative of Cuba had
been unconpl i nentary about the del egati ons which had criticized the human
rights situation in that country. He hinself had been a prisoner in Poland
under the Comuni st regime, and thus he could well inmagine the fate which
awai t ed Cubans who dared to criticize their Governnent.

38. At the preceding session of the Comm ssion, the draft resolution on the
situation of human rights in Cuba had not been adopted in view of the positive
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measures taken by the Cuban Governnent, especially with regard to religious
freedom Since then, unfortunately, Cuba had relapsed into its fornmer ways.

39. H s del egati on hoped that the Cuban people would be able to overcone
their isolation and regain their place anong |iberty-|oving peoples.

40. M. EFTYCH QU (Observer for Cyprus) said it was astoni shing that Turkey,
whi ch had been found guilty of mass human rights violations in Cyprus by the
Eur opean Court of Human Rights, had taken the liberty of defam ng his country.
The Turki sh del egation would do better to answer the follow ng questions: Had
Turkey or had it not occupied 37 per cent of the territory of the Republic of
Cyprus? Had it or had it not expelled al nost 200, 000 persons previously
l[iving in the northern part of the island? Was it or was it not supporting

an arny of 35,000 nen in northern Cyprus? Had it or had it not settled
114,000 Turkish colonists? Had it or had it not encouraged the destruction of
the Cypriot cultural heritage in the occupied zone?

41. M. CHI FAMBA (Observer for Zinmbabwe), replying to the statenents by the
representatives of the European Union, the United States of Anerica, Norway
and the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, said that the
situation of human rights in Zi nbabwe had never been as dire as had been
portrayed.

42. The case of the two journalists which had been cited was an isol ated
i ncident and had been fully and satisfactorily explained to the European Uni on
anbassadors in Harare. The case was still sub judice. Freedom of expression

shoul d not be regarded as a right to msinform particularly when the
m si nformati on endangered national security.

43. Regar di ng the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, not only had the allied
forces not violated any rights, they had actually prevented a bl oodbath in
Ki nshasa and had re-established order and respect for the Geneva Conventi ons.

44, Wth regard to the allegations by the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions that trade union freedons were not observed in Zi nbabwe, it
shoul d be pointed out that freedom of association did not inply the right to

| oot, destroy property or terrorize innocent people. The tenmporary neasures
taken by the CGovernnment were intended to restore |aw and order in Zi nbabwe and
to put a stop to the violence conmmitted by the ZCTU since 1997. The
structural adjustnment programmes inspired by the International Mnetary

Fund (1 MF) were the root cause of the social disturbances in Zi nbabwe.

However, the Governnent could not allow anarchy to prevail in the country. On
the contrary, it was comritted to the pronotion of constructive dial ogue with
the trade unions within the framework of tripartite negotiations.

45, M. MANOUSAKI S (Cbserver for Greece) said that his del egati on w shed
to associate itself fully with the views of the Cypriot del egati on and
categorically rejected any allegation that G eece's human rights record was
t ai nt ed.

46. M. PSTROSS (Czech Republic), replying to the statenent by the
representative of Cuba regarding the joint initiative of the Czech Republic
and Pol and to introduce a draft resolution on the situation of human rights in



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ SR. 21
page 9

Cuba, said that his del egation had already explained its position in a paper
circulated at the start of the session. Up to 1998 the United States

of America had taken the initiative of introducing draft resolutions on the
situation of human rights in Cuba, yet the topic was serious enough to warrant
criticismfromother quarters. Since they had experienced a simlar
totalitarian reginme for nore than 40 years, the Czechs and the Poles had good
reason to take an interest in events in Cuba. Aware of the price of

denocracy, they wi shed to extend a hel ping hand to Cuba, which would face the
necessity of denocratization in the none too distant future. The transition
woul d probably be painful, although both del egati ons hoped that it would be as
easy as possible, and the experience of Poland and the Czech Republic could be
useful in that respect.

47. In introducing the draft resolution, Poland and the Czech Republic did
not wi sh to condemrmm Cuba, still less threaten it with sanctions. But they
could not turn a blind eye to human rights abuses, of which the Independence
and National Econonmy Protection Act was an exanple. The draft resolution was
not ideologically notivated, nor was it intended to wi den the gap between
North and South or introduce a double standard. It was based on universa
principles, and it was on that basis that the sponsors were willing to accept
criticismof the draft resol ution

48. Ms. DIOGO (Observer for Portugal) said that her Government was surprised
by the response of the representative of |Indonesia. Her del egation had not
sought to engage in point-scoring; it nmerely believed that the Comm ssion
shoul d be aware that tension was currently running very high in East Tinor and
that the human rights situation was deteriorating.

49. M . FERNANDEZ PALACI OS (Cuba), responding to the comments by the
representatives of Poland and the Czech Republic, said that they had both

i ndicated that the draft resolution on the situation of human rights in Cuba
had been a joint initiative on their part, without referring to the true
instigator of the draft, namely the United States of America. The two

del egati ons were not speaking for thensel ves, and appeared to be content to
play the role of satellites orbiting around another State. Statenents by
former eastern-bloc countries on such issues were predictable.

50. The Czech Republic and Pol and foresaw a transitional period for Cuba.
But Cuba had been in transition for nore than 40 years, following its own path
as an i ndependent and sovereign State. It was to be wondered what kind of a

transition the Czech Republic and Pol and had undergone. Furthernore, it was
strange to hear the two del egations in question preaching to others when they
had quite enough problens of their own. In Poland, the transition had
resulted in child prostitution and trafficking in wonen and girls. 1In the
Czech Republic, the status of minorities, and especially Gypsies, was a matter
of concern. At the current session of the Conm ssion, those two countries had
chosen to work for the United States. Cuba would continue to speak for

itself, with dignity.

51. M. NAZARI AN (Observer for Armenia), replying to the statements of the
representative of Azerbaijan, said that the facts which his del egation had
cited were true and could be checked. The Azerbaijani del egati on appeared
to have confused history and geography. It was only in 1921 that
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Nagor ny- Kar abakh, a province of Arnenia, had been ceded to Azerbaijan on the
arbitrary decision of a Bol shevik body influenced by Stalin. The inhabitants
of Nagor ny- Kar abakh had suffered serious human rights abuses and

di scrimnation, and their demands had been violently crushed. The popul ation
of Nagor ny- Kar abakh had never been able to exercise its right to secede as
recogni zed under international |aw. The situation was already so serious that
it was no | onger necessary to dwell on the Azerbaijani authorities' intention
to ethnically cleanse the area, yet the Azerbaijani side still posed as the
victim The Secretary-Ceneral had stated that no Government had the right to
hi de behi nd national sovereignty in order to violate the human rights and
fundamental freedons of individuals, regardless of whether they bel onged to
the majority or the mnority.

52. Ms. EIVAZOVA (Observer for Azerbaijan) said the representative of
Arnmeni a had stated that the popul ati on of Nagorny-Karabakh had a right to seek
i ndependence or unification with Armenia. It was precisely in order to effect
such a uni on between Nagorny- Karabakh and Arnenia that the latter had

commi tted aggressi on agai nst Azerbaijan. The conflict had cl ai med tens of
thousands of victins in Azerbaijan. Twenty per cent of the national territory
had been occupied. O a total population of 7.5 mllion, Azerbaijan had

over 1 mllion refugees and displaced persons, the highest proportion in the
world. That was the real situation which the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts
shoul d take into consideration

53. The CHAI RPERSON decl ared the consideration of agenda item 9 cl osed.

ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS (agenda item 10) (E/ CN. 4/1999/44 and
Add. 1 and 2, 45, 46 and Add.1, 47-51, 112 and Add.1 and 115;
E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ NGO 13, 35, 48, 49 and 57; A/ 53/293 and Add.1l; A/ RES/53/141)

54, Ms. LIZIN (I ndependent expert on extrene poverty), introducing her
first report (E/CN. 4/1999/48) to the Conm ssion, said that the objective which
had been set, nanely the eradication of extreme poverty, was both justified

and feasible. It was justified because extrene poverty was an affront to al
human rights, particularly to the major principles of the equal dignity of al
human bei ngs and non-discrimnation. It was a phenonenon which affected

1.3 billion people throughout the world, the majority of whom were wonmen. The

situation of the poorest ampong them indicated the interdependence of the human
rights involved, be it the right to an adequate standard of living, the right
to the protection of the famly, the right to a |l egal personality, the right
to be entered in the register of births, marriages and deaths, or the right

to participate in political and social life. |In order to gain a deeper
under st andi ng of poverty and find ways to eradicate it, it was necessary to
forge a close acquai ntance with the poor thenselves and to work in partnership
with them

55. The fight against extrene poverty was feasible both politically and
financially. 1t would cost approxinmately $80 billion a year and require a
significant transfer of resources through international cooperation. Donor
countries should increase their contribution by way of official devel opnent
assi stance (ODA), which had amobunted to just 0.25 per cent of gross nationa
product (GNP) in 1996, whereas the CGeneral Assenbly had called upon devel oped
countries to contribute an anobunt equal to 0.7 per cent of their GNP. The
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CGeneral Assenbly had al so urged the devel oped countries to allocate

20 per cent of ODA, and devel oping countries 20 per cent of their nationa
budgets, to core social programres. An inportant elenent in the fight against
poverty was coherence: in that respect, the action of international financia
bodi es was crucial. The fact that the Wirld Bank and the Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) were beginning to participate in the debate on human
rights and poverty was wel cone news; the Conprehensi ve Devel opnent Framework
and the G obal Trust Fund were two initiatives which deserved to be pursued.

56. At the national level, political will on the part of Governnents was
crucial for success. It was not necessarily expensive to secure respect for
the human rights of the very poor. There were poor people everywhere, and in
each case it was inportant to take essential nmeasures such as conplying with
the law in respect of civil status and funding core social services.

57. The recomendations in the report included the follow ng: pronotion of
the universal ratification of human rights instruments; provision of a m ninmm
guaranteed income in every country and access to essential social services;
ensuring that devel oped countries devoted 0.7 per cent of their nationa
budgets to ODA; cooperation with the World Bank and the IMF to identify the

m ni mum degree of social protection that needed to be retai ned al ongside
structural adjustnment programmes, and the adoption of framework | egislation on
m crof i nance; providing local authorities with resources to establish socia
wel fare bodi es and encourage the participation of the poorest citizens in

deci si on- maki ng processes; setting aside a nunber of places in job-creation
and occupational re-entry progranmes for the poorest segnments of the

popul ation; provision for alternatives to prison for the very poor, who often
fell foul of the |law and were unable to pay fines; provision of free legal aid
for all persons living in extrene poverty; pronotion of greater awareness
anong soci al workers and national human rights institutions about the |ives of
the poorest and nost marginalized; availability upon request of technica

assi stance programmes to any State with a view to ensuring respect for the
rights of the very poor; enhanced civil rights protection in countries
affected by corruption, which disrupted tax collection and the redistribution
of resources anopng the poorest sections of the population; and priority
attention for refugees and internally displaced persons.

58. A neeting should be organized in 1999 to draw up a conpari son of best
practices for conbating extreme poverty. |If necessary, a prelimnary draft
decl aration on human rights and extrenme poverty should al so be prepared.

59. She thanked those countries and organi zati ons which had hel ped her to
carry out her mandate

60. M. CHERU (Independent expert on structural adjustnment policies),

i ntroducing his report (E/CN.4/1999/50), said that, at first sight, the report
m ght appear too harsh and critical. However, it represented a close study of
the current worl dwi de chaos for which third-world Governnents, internationa
financial institutions and donor Governnents were all to blane. An obsession
with market |iberalization had nade people forget that econom es should be
adapted to fit human needs, not the other way round. Alnpst two decades had
el apsed since structural adjustnment programes had begun to be inplenented
around the world, with disastrous consequences. Economically, they had led to
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a significant erosion of the living standards of the poor; politically, they
had caused a nunber of countries to cede their sovereignty to nultilatera
institutions. It should not be forgotten that the structural adjustnent
policies launched in the early 1980s had |largely ainmed to ensure that debtor
countries fulfilled their financial obligations to their creditors.
Consequently, they had resulted in a net transfer of financial resources from
t he poor South to the North; between 1984 and 1990 the anount involved was
$155 billion. Although debt relief was an inportant initiative, the
fundamental crisis faced by devel opi ng countries woul d never be resol ved

unl ess adj ustnent policies were radically rethought. Mbst countries

had slid backwards into growi ng inequality, environnental degradation
de-industrialization and poverty. The problem had been conpounded by

i ncreasi ng gl obalization which had rel egated many poor countries to the margin
of the world econony. |Instead of managi ng debt, since the early 1990s
structural adjustnment policies had formed part of a deliberate strategy to
facilitate the penetration of markets by transnational companies. |In essence,
structural adjustnment had facilitated the process of gl obalization through
deregul ation, liberalization and reduction of the role of the State in

nati onal devel opment.

61. Both within NGOs and United Nations agencies such as the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNI CEF), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organi zation (UNESCO and the International Labour Organization
(ILO, there had been increasingly forthright criticismof the disastrous
effects of structural adjustnent policies, for exanple the dramatic increase
in poverty and unenploynent in particularly disadvantaged areas of the world
such as sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Structural adjustnment had led to
an across-the-board decrease in social expenditure, thereby seriously

conmprom sing the exercise of fundamental rights such as the right to food
education, shelter and health.

62. Attenpts had been made to renmedy the situation. Creditors had tried to
reschedule third world debt. Unfortunately, the initiative had made little
headway in alleviating the debt burden. The eligibility criteria for the
heavily i ndebted poor country (HIPC) initiative should be relaxed, and greater
resources should be allocated to it. Even nore inportant, debt reduction
shoul d be linked to verifiable progress in the field of human rights and hunman
devel opnent. Although it was hard to disagree with many of the el enents
cont ai ned in adjustment progranmes, they should neverthel ess be geared to the
concept of “adjustment with transformati on”, meaning that the adjustnent
process shoul d enphasi ze the alleviation of poverty and the satisfaction of
basi c needs. Health care, nutrition and education were the basic building

bl ocks of a human-centred transformation strategy.

63. Ms. KSENTI NI (Special Rapporteur on the illicit novenent and dunpi ng of
toxi c waste) said that her progress report (E/ CN. 4/1999/46) included replies
received fromthree CGovernnents - those of Croatia, New Zeal and and Turkey -
and several NGOs. A nunber of measures had been taken at the regional |eve
to control the illicit traffic in dangerous waste products. The decision of
the Kuching Conference to establish regional centres for training and
technol ogy transfer regardi ng the managenent of hazardous wastes and the
adoption, under the auspices of the International Atom c Energy Agency, of a
Joi nt Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management, were particularly
not ewort hy.
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64. The report also |listed various incidents which had been brought to her
attention. Since the publication of the report, a reply had been received
fromthe Governnment of Madagascar concerning the facts referred to in

par agraphs 73 and 74. The Mal agasy Governnent had confirnmed that a nunber of
mari ne fish had died in March 1997, but stated that neasures had been taken
and the phenomenon was probably caused by toxic algae. An incident in which
dozens of Haitian children had been poisoned by a syrup containing an
ingredient unfit for nmedical use was particularly alarm ng. The ingredient in
guestion had apparently been sold through a German conpany and supplied by a
conpany based in the Netherlands. The Netherlands Government had recently
indicated that a crimnal investigation was currently under way. The

Conmi ssion should al so take note of the conclusions and recomendati ons
cont ai ned in paragraphs 94 to 110 of her report, including those relating to
her m ssion to Africa, which were still valid.

65. The addendumto the report (E/ CN. 4/1999/46/Add. 1) dealt with her m ssion
to Latin Anerica and a nunber of African countries. One positive point to be
enphasi zed was the interest which all those countries had shown in
environnental and human rights issues in general and the illegal traffic in
toxi ¢ substances and dangerous wastes in particular. Mst of the countries
visited had well-devel oped legislation in the field and had conplied with the
rel evant international principles and instrunents. However, none of them was
imune fromillegal traffic, given that, in general, they |acked the resources
or facilities to check goods and anal yse the nature of the products entering
their territory. [Illicit traffic therefore remained covert, undetected or
underestinmated. The npbst serious concerns had been raised in connection with
the excessive or uncontrolled use of toxic agricultural products such as

par aquat and di bronochl oropr opane (DBCP) by foreign transplants and
transnati onal conpani es, which had caused the irreversible sterility of 11,000
wor kers on banana pl antations belonging to the Anerican firms United Fruit
Conmpany and Standard Fruit Conpany. |In Costa Rica, the onmbudsman had nade
efforts to hel p workers obtain conpensation; unfortunately, wonen and children
were not entitled to claim (OQher cases involved the all eged abuse of

humani tari an assi stance to of fl oad hazardous substances. Dangerous wastes had
been imported fraudulently into Brazil from Germany and the United Ki ngdom
The Secretariat of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movement s of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal should intercede with the
States concerned to find a solution in conformty with the Convention. The
abandonnent of a plan to build a nuclear waste storage site near the Mexican
border was wel come news. On the other hand, the harnful environnmental and
health inmpact of the activities of subcontracting firnms (maquil adoras) was a

particul ar cause for concern. |In Paraguay, the problenms |inked to the
di scovery in 1997 of barrels of dangerous wastes in the port of Asunci 6n had
still not been resolved. In that connection, the Comm ssion’s attention was

drawn to the reconmmendations contai ned in paragraph 125 of the report.
Par aguay shoul d be provided with technical assistance to enable it to destroy
subst ances which could not be treated in the country.

66. I nformati on and cooperation were vital for the execution of her
difficult mandate. Transnational conpanies also had a responsibility; the
role of Governments was to ensure that conpani es observed good practice and
the basic principles of environnental protection and human health. The
growi ng tendency to satisfy the clainms of persons affected by illicit
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practi ces shoul d be encouraged; projects should al so be |aunched to assi st
victinms of such practices. The Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for
the International Decade of the World' s |Indigenous Popul ati ons had been sent
details of a scheme to rai se awareness anmpong Paraguay’s indi genous popul ati ons
of the danger posed by m suse of toxic agricultural chemcals. Finally, the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had been sent details of various technica
assi stance schenes designed to ensure nore effective nonitoring of the illicit
traffic in hazardous substances.

67. M. YAMAZAKI (Japan) said that individual Governnents were primarily
responsi bl e for the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights. His
Gover nment had expressed the sanme view under the agenda itemon the right to
devel opnent. Japan did not wish to belittle the role of internationa
cooperation in that field; evidence of its commtnment was illustrated by the
goal s of the Second Tokyo International Conference on African Devel opnment
(TICAD I'l1), held the previous Cctober, nanely hal ving the nunber of people
living in extrene poverty in Africa and ensuring universal primry education
for all African children by the year 2015.

68. Japan strongly supported the outstanding efforts made by the High

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to strike a bal ance between all human rights by
ensuring that they were taken into account in the field of devel opnent and in
cooperation with Governments and United Nations bodi es and agencies. The task
coul d not be achi eved by the Comr ssion alone; it required the commtnent of
other entities, including civil society and other United Nations bodies, to

al l eviate extreme poverty, secure food supplies and ensure the right to
primary educati on and basic health services.

69. The United Nations Devel opment Progranme (UNDP) had a crucial role to
play in poverty eradication. Japan welconed the fact that UNDP had
i ncorporated a human rights perspective into its activities. It was clear

that the human rights dinension was an integral part of nuch of the work of
organi zations in the United Nations system for exanple the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO, UN CEF, the Wrld Health
Organi zation (WHO), the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent, the Conmmi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment and the United Nations Environnent Progranmmre (UNEP).
That was not to say that every issue that incorporated a human rights
perspective, for exanple toxic and dangerous wastes or foreign debt, should be
dealt with by the Conmi ssion. Those issues would be better addressed by UNEP
and the Wrld Bank or the I M, respectively. Japan believed that econom c,
social and cultural rights were crucial conmponents of human rights and that
the rel evant agenda item should be exam ned in a practical and efficient
manner .

70. M. HOYNCK (Germany), speaking on behalf of the European Union,

the Central and Eastern European countries associated with the Union, and
Cyprus, said that the coordination segment of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
(ECOSOC) in July 1998 and, nore recently, the fifty-third session of the
CGeneral Assenbly had given the European Uni on and many other countries an
opportunity to reiterate their commtnment to economc, social and cultura
rights, as well as civil and political rights, which were indivisible and

i nterdependent. However, humankind was still a long way fromthe universa
realization of both sets of rights. The same observation applied to the
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countries of the European Union, which still had nuch to do in order to
pronote social integration, conbat remaining discrimnation, and address their
seri ous unenpl oynent problem The European Uni on had | earned through
experience that successful econonm c devel opnent need not be at the expense of
social inequality and the neglect of |abour rights. 1In the same vein
countries currently affected by econom c and social crises mght wish to ask

t hemsel ves whet her their problens were exclusively econom c in nature, or

whet her they mght also stemfroma failure to respect the rights of

i ndi vi dual s.

71. Wth regard to the inmpact of globalization, the European Union took the
view that the forces generated by gl obalization could constitute an

opportunity to reduce disparities at the global level. A nunber of countries
had experienced rapid and dynam c econom ¢ grow h through intensified
conpetition. dobalization should benefit all individuals and every country,

including the traditionally di senpowered. New partnerships needed to be
forged between the business community, Governments, civil society and

i nternational organizations so that certain ethical standards, particularly
those concerning workers’ rights, would be fully respected. The adoption in
June 1998 by the International Labour Conference of a package of fundanenta
princi ples on workers’ rights had been a particularly significant devel opment.
The creation of three new nmechanisnms at the fifty-fourth session of the

Commi ssion on Human Rights, nanely the Special Rapporteur on education, the

i ndependent expert on extreme poverty and the independent expert on the right
to devel opnent, were also inportant steps in the right direction.

72. Al t hough conpl ai nts nmechani snms relating to econonmc, social and cultura
rights were one way of strengtheni ng awareness of those rights, such an
initiative would require legal clarification as a first step. The European
Uni on believed that a specific procedure for pronoting econom c, social and
cultural rights was |ess inportant than bringing to bear all the resources of
the United Nations through its organizations and programes such as FAO the
Worl d Food Programre (WFP), UNI CEF, UNDP, UNESCO and WHO. Every country
shoul d neverthel ess be encouraged to submit its comrents on the report of the
Committee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, which contained a draft
optional protocol outlining a nechanismfor exam ning comuni cati ons on those
rights.

73. Convi nced of the inportant role of wonen in the fight agai nst poverty
and extrene poverty, the European Union wel conmed the decision by the Economic
and Social Council to dedicate its 1999 high-level segnent to wonen’s

enpl oynment in poverty eradication. The eradication of poverty was a conpl ex
task. New partnerships should be forged between all the countries taking part
in the Comm ssion’s work, because only joint action could gradually elimnate
the scourge of poverty. Human rights nmust formthe basis for any policy in
that field

74. Soci al integration was one of the European Union’ s objectives. It
shoul d be based on non-discrimnation, tolerance, respect for diversity and
uni versal participation. The establishnent of social justice was an enornous
task, especially given the obstinacy of certain racist and xenophobic
attitudes.
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75. The European Union attached special inportance to the right to education
because it enmpowered individuals to participate actively in the decisions

whi ch influenced their devel opnment and that of society as a whole. The
Speci al Rapporteur on education should be commended for her initial report,

whi ch contai ned useful reconmendati ons on the strategies which needed to be

i mpl enmented to nake universal primary education a reality.

76. M. DI ABRE (Associate Administrator, United Nations Devel oprment
Programme) said that poverty was sinply unacceptabl e, especially given that,
according to the 1997 UNDP Hurman Devel opment Report, the world had the
resources to eradicate it. The crucial question was whether it also had the
will to do so. Poverty struck at every human right; first and forenost it
affected the right to |life, because |ife expectancy in | east devel oped
countries was |less than 40 years. Winmen were the hardest hit; they were

victinms of violence and sexual exploitation, and 600 mllion wonen were
illiterate.

77. The promotion of human rights and especially econom ¢ and social rights
was an integral component of UNDP's activities. |Its underlying approach was

t hat devel opnent was unsustai nable in situations where the rule of |aw and
equity did not exist, where discrimnation was ranpant, where free speech was
restricted and where people lived in abject poverty. UNDP had nade the right
to devel opnent its primary reference, because in doing so it was advocating a
peopl e-centred approach to sustai nabl e human devel opment. That approach was
begi nning to strengthen UNDP's work in poverty eradication. Through its
programes, UNDP hoped to nmake people aware of their rights and enable themto
act as agents of social change.

78. UNDP had devel oped a close working relationship with the Ofice of

t he Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights. UNDP and the O fice of the

Hi gh Commi ssi oner had signed a nenorandum of understanding in March 1998 which
spell ed out nodalities of cooperation, and a joint task force had been
established to oversee their cooperation. The initiative had borne fruit. It
had I ed to the devel opment of a gl obal subprograme on human rights ainmed at
hel pi ng countries to build the necessary capacities to fulfil their

international treaty commtments. It had also contributed to a
comuni ty- assi stance programe to support | ow cost human rights activities at
grass-roots level. In 1998, 69 grants had been awarded in 24 countries to

comunity groups, many through UNDP country offices. Finally, in consultation
with the Ofice of the High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, UNDP had devised a
training programme to help its staff systematically incorporate human rights
into its sustai nable human devel opnent activities. O course, certain UNDP
activities already had a human rights di mension. The battle against Al DS was
a case in point. Another area in which UNDP had proposed specific solutions
was debt relief, a topic of particular interest to the Comr ssion

79. UNDP was al so starting to focus its attention on the strengthening of
human rights institutions. In Eastern Europe and the Commpnweal th of

I ndependent States (CI'S), UNDP had directly supported such institutions. In
Latin Anmerica, and especially in Peru, it was hel ping countries to reform
their justice systens. Asia had been the scene of sone genuinely innovative
projects. In the Philippines, for exanple, UNDP had provided technica
assistance to the Philippine centre for investigative journalism It was also
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assisting with the creation of the first centre for higher |earning on human
rights at Tehran University. |In Africa, UNDP was pronoting denocratic
transition and strengthening parlianents in sonme countries, while in others it
was striving to integrate human rights into peace and reconciliation

processes. |In South Africa, UNDP had hel ped the new Governnent to inplenent
policies which fully conformed with its social conmtnments. A nunber of
projects had already been inmplemented in Arab countries. |In Mrocco, for

exanpl e, a national progranme on human rights was being inmplemented with the
assi stance of UNDP and the O fice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
and a centre for human rights docunentation, information and training was
bei ng established. UNDP was al so assisting the Jordani an Governnment to
establish a shelter for wonen who feared honour killings. It intended to
continue its work to ensure that all the rights enshrined in the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts becane a reality.

80. M. LAGOS Pl ZZATl (El Sal vador), speaking on behalf of the Centra
American countries, namely Costa Rica, the Doninican Republic, El Salvador
CGuat enmal a, Honduras, N caragua and Panama, said that the Governments in
questi on had concluded an alliance which marked a turning point in sustainable
devel opnent strategy at |ocal, national and regional |evel. They were
currently taking advantage of unprecedented peace and stability to intensify a
process of nodernization and denocratizati on which would | ay the foundations
for lasting econonmic growh. 1In order to give expression to their conmtnent
to the rights enshrined in the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights, in 1995 the countries in the region had signed a treaty on
social integration in Central America, which was based on the concept of

peopl e-centred devel opnent.

81. Concerning the right to food, the Central Anerican countries had
reaffirmed their commtnent to the Rome Declaration on Wrld Food Security and
the Worl d Food Sunmit Plan of Action and wel comed the foll owup neeting
organi zed in November 1998 under the auspices of FAO In accordance with the
recomendati on contained in the report of the open-ended working group on
structural adjustnment programmes and econom c, social and cultural rights
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/51), the Central American countries stressed the urgent need to
foster closer cooperation between Governnments, United Nations bodies

i nternational financial institutions, in particular the Wrld Bank and the

I MF, and NGOs with a view to creating an econom c environnment favourable to
the promotion and strengtheni ng of econom c, social and cultural rights.
Forei gn debt was still a significant problemfor certain countries in the
region in that it prevented themfrominvesting in social devel opnent and
breaki ng out of the vicious cycle of poverty. The proposals of the Specia
Rapporteur on that issue were eagerly awaited.

82. The group of Latin American countries had noted with satisfaction the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the illicit movement and dunpi ng of toxic
waste (E/CN.4/1999/46), and the account of her mission to Latin America, which
i ndicated that the region was especially prey to the illicit traffic of
dangerous and toxic wastes (E/ CN. 4/1999/46/Add. 1, para. 107). Aware of the
need for econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent that preserved the environment, the
Central Anerican Governnents had fornul ated national |egislation centred
around environnental protection, preservation and rehabilitation. During her
visit to Costa Rica, the Special Rapporteur had witnessed the major efforts
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made to prevent the inport and use of toxic substances, particularly
agricultural products. The Governnent of Costa Rica had denonstrated its
conmitnent by drafting a bill on toxic waste, concluding an agreement with the
United States on the export of dangerous industrial waste produced by American
firms located in Costa Rica, and supporting the work of the environnenta
onbudsman. The group of Central American countries neverthel ess shared the
Speci al Rapporteur’s concerns regarding the fact that existing national and

i nternational standards, particularly the Basel Convention, did not offer
St at es adequate protection against illicit novenents of toxic products. Many
countries |acked the necessary resources to nmonitor and anal yse goods entering
their territory. The Latin American countries called upon the internationa
comunity to take all necessary neasures to ensure sound toxic waste
managenment and el i m nate associ ated hazards.

83. M. CHAVEZ (Peru) said Peru was convinced that the full realization of
econom c, social and cultural rights, like that of civil and political rights,
was closely linked to the eradication of w despread poverty. \While agreeing
on the need to continue reflection on the causes of extreme poverty, his

del egati on neverthel ess believed that the time was ripe to take specific
measures; the international community could not remain indifferent to the
persi stence, and indeed aggravati on, of extrenme poverty in certain areas of
the world, at a tine when the econom c system nmade it possible to attain
unprecedented | evels of wealth and prosperity

84. The Peruvi an Governnment was fully meeting its responsibilities in the
nati onal fight against poverty by pursuing a dual-track policy. First of all
it was devising long-termstructural policies to put in place the

precondi tions for sustainable econom c developnent. In countries such as
Peru, redistribution policies sinply resulted in poverty being shared around
rather than elimnated. Extrene poverty could therefore only be eradicated
through the creation of tangi ble wealth. Whence the adoption of a devel opment
nodel based on a sensi bl e macroecononic policy which would enable the country
to find its niche in the international econom c system and benefit fromthe
numer ous opportunities offered by globalization. Second, the Peruvian
Government had used the additional resources generated by the inplenmentation
of structural adjustnent policies, particularly income fromprivatization, to
respond to the urgent needs of the poorest sections of the population. It had
thus all ocated 40 per cent of its national budget - or tw ce the amunt
advocated by the General Assenbly within the framework of the 20/20
initiative - to social expenditure, and particularly education, health care,
social infrastructure and nmeasures to conbat inequality between the sexes.

85. It was clear that other devel oping countries were also experiencing
success in the fight against poverty at national level. It would therefore be
nost useful to learn of their experiences. Thus, in her report to the
fifty-sixth session of the Comm ssion, the independent expert on extrene
poverty should sumup all the effective national neasures which had been taken
inthat field with a view to defining appropriate international action. Since
the work woul d necessarily require political will, Peru wi shed to join the

i ndependent expert in calling for poverty eradication to be consolidated as an
absolute priority throughout the United Nations system for devel oped
countries to devote 0.7 per cent of their GNP to ODA, and for 20 per cent of
such assistance to be earmarked for core social programres. Moreover, since
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the fight against poverty also included technical cooperation progranmes under
the direction of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the
Peruvi an Governnent feared that the funding of such programes from
extrabudgetary resources woul d place those essential activities at a

di sadvant age conmpared with the other operations of the Ofice of the

H gh Comm ssi oner.

86. Ms. KUNADI (India) said that, despite the acknow edgenent in the Vienna
Decl aration that all human rights were indivisible, econonc, social and
cultural rights continued to lag behind owing to differences of opinion as to
their justiciability and the obligations of States under the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Steps nust therefore be
taken to rai se awareness of the nature and content of those rights and

di fferent national practices.

87. For its part, India had incorporated econonmc, social and cultura

rights into its Constitution by enshrining therein a set of directive
principles. The jurisprudence of the Indian Supreme Court held, for exanple,
that if the right to education contained in the directive principles was not
observed, fundanental rights would remain beyond the reach of |arge segnments
of the popul ation which were illiterate. The Suprene Court had al so ruled
that the right to life included the right to live in dignity, i.e. a person’'s
ability to feed and clothe hinmself, enjoy adequate shelter and express hinself
and nove around freely. As a result of the constitutional anendnent and the
judgenents in question, debate within India was now focused on the best way to
secure econom c, social and cultural rights, not on the issue of whether those
rights were justiciable or not.

88. The report of the independent expert on extrenme poverty (E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 48)
had stressed that poverty was the main cause of human rights violations around
the world, and that the failure to eradicate poverty was due to an absence of
political will rather than a | ack of resources. |India endorsed the

concl usions of the report, particularly those calling for poverty eradication
to be consolidated throughout the United Nations system the transfer of
resources through international cooperation, an increase in the anount of ODA
regul ation of capital flows, cancellation of the external debt of highly

i ndebted countries, and reform of international financial and trade
institutions. The Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities should be requested to prepare the basic el enents of
a draft declaration on extrene poverty, in close collaboration with the

i ndependent expert.

89. India also wel comed the efforts of the Special Rapporteur on education
to anal yse the policy and practice of bilateral and nultilateral aid for
education and to determ ne the anmount of additional funding needed to achieve
basi ¢ education for all

90. The report of the independent expert on structural adjustment policies
(E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 50), focusing on the effects which those policies had had on the
full enjoynment of human rights, contained a commendabl e anal ysis of the root
causes of indebtedness in nuch of the developing world. It also pointed out
that, while the economc, social and cultural rights of nmllions of poor
peopl e had been systematically underm ned by structural adjustnment policies,
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the sum of $213 billion had been transferred fromthe South to the North

in 1996 al one by way of debt repaynents. The independent expert had called
for a fundamental transformation of economic and political structures at both
nati onal and global level with a view to conbi ning sustai nabl e econom c growth
and social justice. India eagerly awaited the independent expert’s revised
report and hoped that the Working Group would be able to nake early progress
in drawi ng up basic guidelines on structural adjustnment programmes.

91. I ndi a appreciated the work of the Comrmittee on Econonmic, Social and
Cultural Rights to enhance the visibility of those rights and clarify the
provi sions of the International Covenant. The Comrittee’ s statenment on

gl obal i zati on was al so particularly relevant. Her del egation also wel coned
the growing interest denonstrated by civil society, including organi zations of
jurists, in economc, social and cultural rights and conmended the comm t ment
of the High Commr ssioner in that field.

92. M. WANG M n (China) said that, according to the World Bank, the foreign
debt of devel oping countries had anounted to 34.9 per cent of their gross
donestic product in 1997 and over 1 billion people in the world were |iving
bel ow the poverty line. The inpact of globalization, coupled with

i nternational financial storns, had sinply aggravated the disastrous econom c
situation of devel oping countries. The pronotion and protection of economc
soci al and cultural rights remained a daunting chall enge and a pressing task
for the international community. Many devel opi ng countries had expected great
things of the Conm ssion on Human Rights, but the reality had been

di sappointing. Rarely did it issue resolutions dealing with those rights and
mechani sms for protecting them The ongoing process of reformrisked further
di lution of the powers of those mechanisms. The Conmi ssion could not go on
negl ecting the calls of devel oping countries on matters such as debt
reduction, banning the illicit dumping of toxic substances and waste, or
reform of the unjust international econoni c order

93. The Commi ssion had failed to play its role. 1In order to pronote and
protect economic, social and cultural rights, the international comunity
shoul d accord those rights the sane degree of inportance as other rights, as
stipul ated by the Vienna Declarati on and Programe of Action. Human rights
bel onged to all peoples, including the peoples of devel oping countries.

Soci al progress and material prosperity should not be the nonopoly of a few
countries. Second, efforts should be nade to strengthen internationa
cooperation. Devel oped countries should reverse the decline in ODA in order
to create a favourable external environment for growth in devel opi ng
countries. Third, the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts shoul d
pl ay an enhanced role in pronoting and protecting econonic, social and
cultural rights. China hoped that the Hi gh Commi ssioner would enlist greater
human and financial resources in order to achieve tangible results.

94. As a devel opi ng country, China was keenly aware of the inportance of
securing econom c, social and cultural rights for its people. The Chinese
Government had worked relentlessly towards that end and had al ready achi eved
remar kabl e results. Thus, in 1998, despite the dire consequences of the Asian
financial crisis and the unprecedented floods and drought which had hit the
country, the Chinese econony had seen growth of 7.8 per cent, which had led to
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a steady inprovenent in people’ s living standards. Instead of resting on its
| aurels, the Chinese Government would continue to raise the human rights
st andards enjoyed by the popul ation

95. M. ZAFERA (Madagascar) comrended the authors of the docunents before

t he Conmi ssion under agenda item 10 for the contribution which they had made
to the debate. The report of the independent expert on extreme poverty
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/ 48) stated that over 3 billion people in the devel oping world
were living in poverty, nore than 150 mllion children aged under 5 were
seriously mal nourished, 260 mllion children were suffering from anaem a, and
855 mllion people in the world were illiterate. Figures of that magnitude
shoul d i npel States to take urgent neasures at the national and internationa
| evel .

96. The scal e of poverty was such that States could not conbat it in

i sol ati on. Sub-Saharan Africa, where poverty was ubiquitous, would enter the
new mllenniumin an unprecedentedly precarious state. One of the ngjor
problems it faced was debt, which had absorbed over 90 per cent of its gross
nati onal product in 1997 and had paral ysed its econom ¢ and socia

devel opnent. Despite neasures to alleviate the burden, debt was stil
preventing the countries concerned from nmaki ng the necessary investnents in
areas such as health care, education and agriculture. The shrinking resource
base had been exacerbated by the evaporation of private capital and the
erosion of ODA, not to mention the consequences of the financial storm which
had recently struck East Asia.

97. Absol ute poverty was a very serious violation of human rights and the

i nternational community mnmust confront it. It had to be adnmitted that the
nmeasures taken thus far, significant and nunerous as they had been, had not
fully lived up to expectations, especially when overly conplex qualifying
criteria had sl owed down procedures and restricted the nunber of
beneficiaries. The globalization of the economy required additional measures
on the part of the international comunity to ensure that devel oping
countries, and particularly the | east devel oped, could benefit fromthe
multilateral trade system His delegation believed that the internationa
comunity had the obligation and the resources to denonstrate enhanced
solidarity within the framework of nore efficient cooperation. First of all
it was necessary to find a just and lasting solution to the foreign debt

probl em otherw se the gap between rich and poor countries would never be
bridged. Concerning illicit dunping of toxic and harnful substances,

i nternati onal cooperation should also play a significant role in hel ping
devel opi ng countries to prevent tipping and elimnate the harnful consequences
thereof for the enjoynment of the right to life and health.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p.m




