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Not e by the secretariat

1. Thi s document sunmarizes the work done by the Working Party on the
St andar di zati on of Perishable Produce and Quality Devel opment and its
rel ated specialized sections since the |ast session of the Commttee.

54t h session of the Working Party on Standardi zati on of Perishabl e Produce
and Quality Devel oprment, held in Geneva from9 to 11 Novenber 1998

2. The 54th session reviewed the reports of the specialized sections on
St andar di zati on of Seed Potatoes, Meat, Dry and Dried Produce (Fruit) and
Fresh Fruit and Vegetabl es.

29t h session of the Specialized Section on Standardi zati on of Seed
Pot at oes, held in Geneva from9 to 12 February 1999

3. A revision of the UN ECE Standard on Seed Potatoes was adopted and a

di scussion on the future direction of this work was initiated and will be
conti nued at the next session
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7th session of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Meat
(Porcine, Bovine and Poultry), held in Geneva from1l to 13 May 1998

4, Wrk on a standard on bovi ne carcasses and cuts continues. This
i ncl udes the discussion of “best practice” and research on the creation of
a UNV ECE quality trade mark

46t h session of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry and
Dried Produce (Fruit), held in Genoble from15 to 19 June 1998

5. UN/ ECE Reconmmendati ons on Hazel nut Kernels and Inshell Hazel nuts
were adopted for a two-year trial period. A new UN ECE standard on Dried
Appl es was adopted. The trial period for the Recomrmendati ons on Cashew and
Wal nut Kernels was extended for one year. It was agreed to review the
standards on Pistachio Nuts. Wbrk on a nultilingual dictionary on defects
conti nues.

44t h session of the Specialized Section on Coordination of Fresh Fruit and
Veget abl es, held in Geneva from2 to 6 Novenber 1998

6. Revisions to the followi ng standards were adopted: Beans, Carrots,
Citrus Fruit, Garlic, Melons, Shelling Peas, Plunms, Wternel ons, Avocados
and Broccol i

7. Maturity requirements and sizing provisions for Citrus Fruit were
di scussed but will be redi scussed at the next session as no consensus
coul d be reached.

8. Principles for the inclusion of asparagus grown under certain
climatic conditions were adopted. A proposal will be drawn up by the Codex
and UN ECE secretariats.

9. I nformal working groups were forned on the foll owi ng subjects:

- review of the proposals for amendments to the standard on
Cul tivated Mushroons;
- revision of the standard for Kiwi Fruit.

10. Several proposals made by the UN ECE/ CECD wor ki ng group on Appl es
were adopted in principle, including the revision of the list of
varieties. Opinions differed on the inclusion of an alternative method for
Ssi zing. The group invited proposals and coments from del egati ons and wil|l
present a new proposal for the next session

11. The useful ness of sizing provisions was di scussed in principle.
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Future work of the Working Party

12. Future work will include a review of the working procedures of the
Wor ki ng Party and its Specialized Sections. A proposal will be drawn up by
the United States.

Speci al i zed Section Meetings to be held after the Working Party and before
the Comrittee session

14t h session of the Specialized Section on Standardi zati on of Early and
Ware Potatoes, held in Geneva on 1 and 2 February 1999

13. The UN ECE standards FFV-30 and 31 on early and ware potatoes were
revi ewed. No amendnents were deened necessary. It was decided not to
include a list of varieties in the standards. Each del egati on present

i ndicated the use of the UN ECE standards in its national |egislation The
definition of long varieties was di scussed and proposals for inprovenents
were invited

14. It was decided to await the publication of RUCIP 2000 before
deci di ng whether to revise the UNV ECE General Conditions of Sale for
Pot at oes

O her specialized section nmeetings

15. 8th session of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Meat
(Porcine, Bovine and Poultry) to be held in Geneva from 10 to 12 May 1999.

16. 47th session of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry
and Dried Produce (Fruit) to be held in Geneva from7 to 10 June 1999.

Cooperation with other international organizations
Eur opean Uni on

17. The EU wor ki ng group continues to take UN ECE standards into account
when di scussing EU standards and to harnoni ze EU and UN ECE standards. |If
during this work the need for anmendnents to UN/ ECE standards arises, the
group proceeds as foll ows:

- if the amendments are mnor or less strict than the UN ECE standard,
then they are adopted by the EU working group and sent to UN ECE for
har noni zat i on;

- if necessary, they are first presented to UN ECE before being
adopted by the EU working group (e.g. as in the case of nelons).

Organi sation for Econom c Co-operation and Devel opment Schene
18. The future of the OECD Schene on the Application of Internationa

Standards for Fruit and Vegetables is still uncertain after the decision
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by the United States, United Kingdom and Denmark to no | onger participate
in the work. The Conmittee will be infornmed of any new devel opnents in
this area.

Codex Alimentarius Comm ssion

19. The UN/ ECE secretariat continues to make every effort within its
responsibilities to cooperate closely with the Codex secretariat to avoid
any duplication of work. Nevertheless, it has to be recognized that these
efforts can only be effective if simlar efforts are made by the countries
deci ding on the work programes of the different internationa

or gani zati ons.

20. At its 8th session, the Codex Conmittee on Fresh Fruit and
Veget abl es harnoni zed several provisions of draft Codex standards to those
of the relevant UN ECE standards. Inportant differences remain on the
qguestion of the inclusion of provisions for green skinned oranges. A
draft conprom se solution for the inclusion of provisions for slender
green Asparagus into the Codex standard was found, which will also be

di scussed in the UN ECE Specialized Section in Novenmber 1999.

21. At the sanme session, the Codex Committee decided to draw up draft
standards for Apples, Tomatoes and Grapes. The UN ECE standard for Apples
and Pears is currently under discussion in a Joint OECD/ UN ECE Wor ki ng
Group. UN ECE standards for Tonmatoes and Grapes exist and will be provided
to the Codex secretariat.

Honmepage

22. The secretariat has created a honepage docunmenting the work of the
Working Party and its specialized sections. This page all ows del egates to
downl oad neeting schedul es, docunents for meetings and texts of standards.
The page is accessible at the foll owi ng address:

http://ww. unece. org/trade/ agr/ wel cone. ht m

Comments and suggestions to the presentation and contents of the page are
invited and should be sent to: tom heil andt @Qnece. org



