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PROMOTI ON' AND PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS

Letter dated 3 March 1999 fromthe Permanent Representative

of Azerbaijan to the United Nations Ofice in Geneva

addressed to the secretariat of the fifty-fifth session of
the Comm ssion on Hunan Ri ghts

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith information on neasures in
the field of human rights undertaken by the Governnent of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in the year of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts.

I would be grateful if you could circulate the present letter and the
above-nmentioned information* as an official document of the fifty-fifth
session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts under item 17 of the provisiona
agenda.

(Signed) Sima Eivazova
Ambassador
Per manent Representative

* The annex is reproduced in the |anguage of subm ssion only.
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Annex

I NFORVATI ON ON MEASURES | N THE FI ELD OF HUMAN RI GHTS UNDERTAKEN BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLI C OF AZERBAI JAN I N THE YEAR OF THE
FI FTI ETH ANNI VERSARY OF THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS

1. Despite obstacles, mainly those presented by the continued military
occupation of a part of the territory of Azerbaijan by nei ghbouring Arnenia
and the presence of about one mllion refugees and forcibly displaced persons
in the country, the progress of denocratic processes, the rule of |law, the
protection and pronotion of civil, political, economc, social and cultura
rights and freedons are now realities of life in Azerbaijan

2. One of the significant stages on the way towards the denocratization of
society and the formation of a State governed by the rule of |aw was the
adoption, on 12 Novenber 1995, as a result of a nationw de referendum of the
first Constitution of independent Azerbaijan, which reflected the principles
of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and established the basis for the
| egal reforns which are now under way in the country, in accordance with

i nternational and European standards on human rights. Ensuring human rights
and fundanmental freedons has been reaffirnmed in the Constitution as a nain
goal of our State. The Basic Law of Azerbaijan provides for the separation of
powers, for freedom of speech and information, freedom of assenbly and the
right to formpolitical parties, trade unions and other organizations.

3. In the short period since the restoration of its independence,
Azer bai jan, which accepted the rule of universal values, the establishnment of
a denocratic, |egal and secular society as a nodel for devel opnent, has
acceded to all the principal international instrunents and many ot her
multilateral treaties on human rights.

4, The initial reports submtted by the Governnent of Azerbaijan under the
two International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen have been already exam ned by the relevant treaty bodies.

5. In Decenber 1998, the initial reports of Azerbaijan under the
I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racia
Di scrimnation and the Convention agai nst Torture and O her Cruel, |nhuman or

Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment were submitted to the Secretary-Ceneral of
the United Nations for consideration by the relevant treaty bodies.

6. The right to equal participation in the cultural life of the society is
provi ded by the Law on Culture, adopted by the Parlianent on 6 February 1998.

7. Guided by article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which
procl ai ns everyone's right to life, on 10 February 1998, at the |legislative
initiative of the President of Azerbaijan, the Parlianment totally abolished
the death penalty in Azerbaijan

8. Wth the purpose of the citizen's right to vote, the Laws on the Centra
El ecti on Commi ssion, on the Election of the President of Azerbaijan and on the
Bringing in of Amendnents and Changes to the Law on the El ection of the

Presi dent of the Republic of Azerbaijan, el aborated with the participation of

the O fice for Denocratic Institutions and Human Ri ghts of the Organi zation
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for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the United States National Denocratic
Institute for International Affairs, representatives of opposition parties and
i ndi vi dual s, were adopted in May, June and July 1998.

9. On 30 Septenber 1998, the Parlianent adopted the Law on Citizenship
el aborated with the expert assistance of the Ofice of the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees and the Council of Europe.

10. Wth the purpose of pronoting further devel opment of denocracy and hunman
rights protection in Azerbaijan on the eve of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan issued the
foll owi ng decrees and instructions:

“On neasures in the Field of Ensuring the Citizen's and Human Ri ghts and
Freedonms” (see E/CN. 4/1998/151);

“On Additional Measures to Provide for Freedom of Speech, Thought and
Information” (see E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1998/37);

“On the State Programme for the Protection of Human Ri ghts”;

“On Additional Measures to Prompte a Higher Level of Juridical Education
and Wder Dissenmination of Information on the Protection of Human Ri ghts
and El ection Legislation”;

“On the Establishnment of the Scientific-Research Institute on Human
Ri ghts of the Academy of Sciences”;

“On Cel ebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts and the Establishnent of the Governnental Commi ssion on
this Cccasion”.

11. The President of Azerbaijan appeal ed on 23 June and 4 August 1998 to the
mai n opposition political parties on the occasion of the forthcom ng
presidential elections in Azerbaijan.

12. On 18 August 1998, a project docunent entitled “On the strengtheni ng of
capacities and infrastructures for the promotion and protection of human
rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan” was signed by the Governnent of

Azer baijan and the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

13. On 25 Novenber 1998, a menorandum was si gned between the Government of
Azerbaijan and the Ofice for Denocratic Institutions and Human Ri ghts of the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

14. Speaking at the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Decl arati on held on 10 Decenmber 1998, in Baku, President Heydar Aliyev focused
on the mass human rights violations of Azerbaijanis as a result of the

conti nui ng aggressi on of Arnmenia agai nst Azerbaijan and stressed the need for

all officials to carry out their duties to protect human rights.



