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Annex I

RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE UNITED NATIONS VOLUNTARY FUND FOR INDIGENOUS

POPULATIONS AT ITS TWELFTH SESSION

(Geneva, 12-14 April 1999)

1. At its twelfth session, held in Geneva from 12 to 14 April 1999, the
Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous
Populations examined, during six meetings, information prepared by the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) concerning applications for
new travel grants, the financial situation of the Fund, contributions paid by
Governments, NGOs and individuals and the implementation by the secretariat of
the Board and Fund of the recommendations adopted in 1998 and approved by the
United Nations Secretariat.

Mandate of the Fund

2. Convinced that the establishment of a voluntary trust fund would
constitute a significant development for the future promotion and protection
of the human rights of indigenous populations, the General Assembly decided to 
establish the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations by
resolution 40/131 of 13 December 1985.  The purpose of the Fund is to assist
representatives of indigenous communities and organizations to participate in
the deliberations of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities by
providing them with financial assistance, funded by means of voluntary
contributions from Governments, non-governmental organizations and other
private or public entities.

3. The General Assembly broadened the mandate of the Fund by
resolution 50/156 of 21 December 1995 by deciding that the Fund should also be
used to assist representatives of indigenous communities and organizations to
participate in the deliberations of the open-ended inter-sessional Working
Group of the Commission on Human Rights established by the Commission in
its resolution 1995/32, as endorsed by the Economic and Social Council
on 25 July 1995.

4. The General Assembly further broadened the mandate of the Fund by
resolution 53/130 of 9 December 1998 by deciding that the Fund should also be
used to assist representatives of indigenous communities and organizations to
participate in the deliberations of the open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc
working group of the Commission on Human Rights established by the Commission
in its resolution 1998/20, as endorsed by the Economic and Social Council in
its decision 1998/247 of 30 July 1998.

Board of Trustees

5. The Fund is administered in accordance with the Financial Regulations
and Rules of the United Nations by the Secretary-General assisted by a Board
of Trustees.  The mandate of the Board is to advise the Secretary-General on 
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the administration of the Fund, through the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights.  The Board is composed of five persons with relevant
experience on issues affecting indigenous populations, who serve in their
personal capacity.  The Board members are appointed by the Secretary-General
for a three-year term renewable in consultation with the current Chairman of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities.  At least one member shall be a representative of a widely
recognized organization of indigenous populations.

6. The five members who have been appointed by the Secretary-General, with
due regard to equitable geographical distribution, are themselves indigenous
people:  Mr. Michael Dodson (Australia), Ms. Naomi N. Kipuri (Kenya),
Mr. José Carlos Morales Morales (Costa Rica), Ms. Tove S. Petersen
(Greenland/Denmark) and Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz (Philippines) who serves as
Board's Chairperson for the term.

Beneficiaries from the Fund

7. According to the General Assembly, the only beneficiaries of assistance
from the Fund shall be representatives of indigenous populations'
organizations and communities:

(a) Who are so considered by the Board of Trustees;

(b) Who would not, in the opinion of the Board, be able to attend the
sessions of the Working Groups without the assistance provided by the Fund;

(c) Who would be able to contribute to a deeper knowledge on the part
of the Working Groups of the problems affecting indigenous populations and who
would secure a broad geographical representation.

8. In addition, the Board has developed the following practice and
guidelines:

(a) The Board encourages the former beneficiaries of the OHCHR
Indigenous Fellowship Programme to apply for grants to represent their
indigenous organization or community at sessions of the working groups by
sending duly filled in application forms and meeting all the criteria for
selection;

(b) The Board encourages indigenous organizations and communities to
consider gender balance and, if possible, to present one female and one male
candidate;

(c) The Board selects both representatives who have never participated
in a session of a working group and representatives who have already
participated and could develop specialized capacity and strengthen the core
group of participants in a working group;

(d) The Board only considers a maximum of two applicants per
organization;
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(e) The Board does not consider indigenous applicants who do not
provide a letter of support signed by an executive of their indigenous
organization nor an applicant who is not an indigenous person himself/herself;

(f) Applicants are requested to submit application forms in one of the
working languages of the Board's secretariat (English, French, Spanish). 
Exceptionally, at the twelfth session the Board considered five applications
received in Russian.  

Twelfth session of the Board of Trustees

9. The twelfth session of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund
for Indigenous Populations was held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva
from 12 to 14 April 1999.  The Board held six private meetings.

10. The Board noted with satisfaction that all recommendations adopted at
its eleventh session had been implemented (see the report of the
Secretary-General to the General Assembly on the status of the United Nations
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations (A/53/282) and the report of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Commission on Human Rights on the
implementation of the programme of activities for the International Decade of
the World's Indigenous People (E/CN.4/1999/81)).

11. The Board considered at its twelfth session:

(a) 220 applications for grants to cover travel and per diem
expenses for indigenous representatives to attend the seventeenth session
of the Sub-Commission's Working Group on Indigenous Populations (WGIP)
from 26 to 30 July 1999; and

(b) 20 applications for grants to cover travel and per diem expenses
for indigenous representatives to attend the fifth session of the working
group established by the Commission on Human Rights on the draft
United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples (WGDD),
in October 1999.

12. The Board noted with satisfaction the substantial increase in the number
of applications received, as reflected in the following table:

1997 1998 1999

WGIP           47 WGIP            72 WGIP         220

WGDD            5 WGDD             3 WGDD          20

Total          52 Total           75 Total        240
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Recommendations for grants

13. After having examined the applications in light of the above-mentioned
selection criteria, the Board recommended:

(a) Travel grants for 62 representatives of indigenous communities and
organizations to allow them to attend the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations, for a total amount of about US$ 192,640 (see annex II);

(b) Travel grants to allow 14 representatives to attend the working
group on the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous
peoples, for a total amount of about US$ 56,000 (see annex III);

(c) That sufficient funds be allocated for grants to up
to 30 indigenous representatives to attend the second session of the working
group on a permanent forum for Indigenous Peoples in February 2000, pending
adoption of the relevant resolutions by the Commission on Human Rights and the
Economic and Social Council; applicants must comply with the criteria adopted
by the Board.  Priority should be given to the 13 beneficiaries who
participated in the first session of the working group in February 1999,
provided that they are accredited by an authorized organization; application
forms for the working group on a permanent forum should be sent to the
organizations authorized by ECOSOC to participate in the sessions of the
working groups of the Commission; the members of the Board who will be in
Geneva in October 1999 will meet briefly to consider applications for the
working group and adopt recommendations.

Fund-raising

14. The Board met with representatives of donor Governments.  The members
expressed their gratitude for the donors’ generous contributions, recommended
a sustained effort and, if possible, an increase in the contributions.  The
Board was encouraged by even symbolic contributions as an expression of
interest in the participation of indigenous populations.

15. The Board members would appreciate very much if the High Commissioner
for Human Rights would send a letter of appeal to donors for additional
contributions to be paid by the end of this year, in order to allow the Board
to increase further the number of grants and the representation of indigenous
communities and organizations next year.

16. The Board recommended that the Bureau of the Commission on Human Rights
at its next session in the year 2000 should invite the Chairperson or any
other member of the Board who could be in Geneva during the session of the
Commission to deliver a statement introducing the report on the Board's
twelfth session, the implementation of the Board’s recommendations and the
needs of the Fund, and to make an appeal for new contributions.
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Annex II

LIST OF BENEFICIARIES TO ATTEND THE SEVENTEENTH SESSION OF THE WORKING GROUP ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS
(26-30 July 1999)
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Annex III

LIST OF BENEFICIARIES TO ATTEND THE WORKING GROUP ON THE DRAFT UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

(October 1999)
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