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| nt roduction

1. In its resolution 1998/19, the Sub-Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to seek the views and suggestions of Menber States and of

i nt ergover nnental and non-gover nnental organi zati ons on proposals for future
action of the Wirking G oup.

2. The Secretary-General has received information relating to various
sub-items of itens 5 and 6 of the provisional agenda. A summary of the
substantive replies is provided in the present document, which is submtted in
response to the request of the Sub-Comm ssion

. | NFORVATI ON RECElI VED FROM GOVERNMENTS

Brunei Darussal am

[Oiginal: English]
[12 Cct ober 1998]

1. Section 369 of the Penal Code (Cap 22) of Brunei Darussal am provides

t hat whoever inports, exports, renoves, buys, sells or disposes of any person
as a slave or accepts or receives or detains any person as a slave shall be
puni shed with inprisonnment which my extend to seven years and fined, as this
is regarded as a serious offence in Brunei Darussal am

2. Section 372 of the Penal Code provides that whoever sells, lets to hire
or otherw se di sposes of any person under the age of 18 years with intent that
such person shall at any age be enployed or used for the purpose of
prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and

i mmoral purpose shall be punished with inprisonment which may extend to

10 years and fined. The Penal Code al so makes unl awful conpul sory | abour an
of f ence.

3. The Unl awful Carnal Know edge Act (Cap 29) and the Wmen and Grls
Protection Act (Cap 120) al so nmakes provision for offences involving the use
of wonen and girls for the purpose of prostitution.

Croatia
[Oiginal: English]
[14 April 1999]
1. Since 1990 no crimnal act has been recorded in Croatia conparable to

the contemporary forns of slavery as described in the resolution of the

Sub- Commi ssion and related to the exploitation of domestic and m grant

wor kers, slavery and child | abour, sexual exploitation of children and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others, and the illegal activities of some
religious and ot her sects. The reason for the absence of such acts, we
believe, is, first, the absence of social groups living under the conditions
of extrenme poverty that result in utter disrespect for human life, and,

second, that such behaviour is extraneous to the social, traditional and noral
val ues prevailing anong our people.
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2. The Mnistry of the Interior is continuously taking neasures designed to
prevent such acts, especially those suggesting organized crinme or those that
may be |linked to contenporary forms of slavery.

3. From 1990 onwards, i.e. since Croatia' s independence, sonme positive
tendencies in terms of a reduced rate of juvenile crime have been recorded,

i ncludi ng i ncreased efficiency of the police in detecting acts harnful to

chil dren and underage persons, their physical and nmental integrity and health,
normal sexual devel opnent, education and harnoni ous devel opment of their
personality. The Juvenile Courts Act enphasizes the need to engage experts
specialized in juvenile crinme prevention and custody of underage delinquents.
Crimnal officers are required to show interest in matters such as education
and the needs of the young.

4, Fam |y violence, probably the worst threat to children, is manifested in
physi cal, mental and sexual abuse of children, as well as neglect, which
breeds various forns of behavioural disorder to the point of delinquency,

al cohol and drug addiction. Tinely prevention, detection and reporting of the
crimnal acts of famly violence can avert such destructive effects on the
overal | devel opnent of the young.

5. The new 1998 Penal Code contains a nunber of provisions which are

i ntended to protect children, underage persons and wonen from any possible
contenporary forns of slavery and which conformw th rel evant internationa
standards. Thus the Penal Code, inter alia, defines the follow ng crimna
acts:

Ensl avenent and transport of slaves (art. 175);

International prostitution (art. 178);

Procurenent (art. 195);

Expl oitation of children or underage persons for pornography (art. 196);
I nt roduci ng children to pornography (art. 197).

6. Article 22 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia prescribes:
“Human freedom and personality shall be inviolable. No one shall be deprived
of freedom except as specified by |aw and decided by a court”. This
incrimnation as a delict sui generis is contained in chapter X1 of the
Penal Code (Crines against the values protected under international |aw),
article 175, entitled “Enslaving and transport of slaves”, stipulating that
anyone who, in contravention of international |aw, inposes slavery or a

sl avery-like relationship on a person or keeps himher in such relationship
buys, sells or hands hinf her over to another person or nediates in the
purchase, sale or handover of such a person, or who makes anot her person sel

hi s/ her freedom or the freedom of his/her dependent, shall be punished by

i mpri sonment for one to 10 years, and anyone who, in contravention of

i nternational |law, buys, sells or hands over to another person, or nediates in
the purchase, sale or handover of a child or underage person for the purpose
of adoption, organ transplantation, child |abour or for other illegal purposes
shal | be punished by inprisonment for at |east five years. Furthernore
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anyone who, in contravention of international |law, transports the persons on
whom sl avery or a slavery-like relationship is inposed shall be punished by
i mpri sonment for six nonths to five years.

7. As for child labour, according to current Croatian |egislation underage
persons cannot be enpl oyed before they reach a legally fixed age, nor can they
be forced to performany work which nmay be detrimental to their health or
morality, nor can such work be permitted. The Labour Act prescribes specia
requirenents to be net in enploying underage persons to the effect that a
person younger than 15 years can be enployed only in exceptional cases,

subj ect to approval by a | abour inspector, such as paid participation in film
productions, art, theatre and other shows and performances and in ways, to a
degree and in the types of engagenent which will not endanger his/her health,
norality, education or devel opnent.

8. According to the Penal Code a child is a person younger than 14 years
and an underage person is one who has not reached the age of 18, which
conplies with article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Consequently, crimnal acts have been defined whereby, inter alia, children
are protected fromsale, prostitution and child pornography and the girls and
wonen fromtrade for the purpose of sexual exploitation

9. Article 178 (International prostitution) of the Penal Code stipul ates
that anyone who lures, entices or encourages a person to gainfully render
sexual services in a State other than the one of which such person is resident
or a national, shall be punished by inprisonment fromthree nonths to three
years; anyone who by force or threat of force, or by deceit, coerces or

i nduces a person to go to a State of which such person is not resident or a
national, to gainfully render sexual services, shall be punished by

i mprisonment fromsix nonths to five years. |f the above-nentioned of fences
have been committed against a child or mnor, the perpetrator shall be
puni shed by prison fromone to 10 years. It is irrelevant for establishing if

the of fence was conmitted whether the person lured, enticed or encouraged,
coerced or deceitfully induced to prostitution had al ready engaged in
prostitution or not.

10. In the Republic of Croatia, a person who engages in prostitution is not
guilty of a crime but of an offence pursuant to article 12 of the 1990 Law on
O fences against Public Order and Peace. The |egislator provides that for
such of fence a person may be fined or inprisoned for up to 30 days. Pursuant
to article 34 of the sanme | aw, such offender shall be sent for mandatory

medi cal treatnent for venereal diseases or AIDS, and article 36 of the same

| aw provi des for a protective neasure of renoval of such person fromthe
territory of the nmunicipality in which the offence was cormitted for a period
of 30 days to six nonths.

11. However, article 195 (Procuring) of the Penal Code provides that anyone
who gainfully arranges or enables others to render sexual services shall be
fined or inprisoned for up to one year; and anyone who by force or threat of
force, or by deceit, gainfully coerces or induces a person to render sexua
services, shall be fined or inprisoned for up to three years. |f such offence
was conmitted against a minor, the perpetrator shall be punished by prison
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fromone to eight years. It is irrelevant for establishing if the offence was
commi tted whether the person procured had al ready engaged in prostitution or
not .

12. In regard to the crime nentioned in article 196 (Exploiting children or
m nors for pornography), it is stipulated that anyone who takes pictures of a
child or mnor for the purpose of nmaking photographs, audio and video tapes or
ot her pornographic itens, or for sale or distribution or presentation of such
mat erial, or who induces a child to participate in a pornographic perfornmnce,
shal | be punished by inprisonment fromone to five years, and such itens and
material shall be seized

13. I nt roduci ng children to pornography is crimnalized pursuant to

article 197 of the Crimnal Code (Introducing children to pornography) which
stipul ates that anyone who sells, gives, shows, publicly displays or in any
ot her way, makes available to a child, texts, pictures, audio and video tapes
or other pornographic itenms, or shows a pornographic performance to a child,
shall be fined or inprisoned for up to one year, and such itens and nmateria
shal | be seized

Contemporary forns of slavery
(1998 dat a)

Type of offence Nunmber of Nunber of victins Nunmber of
of fences perpetrators
Under age O age

Art. 175 - Enslavement and 2 - 2 3

transport of sl aves

Art. 178 - International 4 - 5 5

prostitution

Art. 195 - Procuring 18 2 24 16

Art. 196 - Exploiting 1 2 - 2

chil dren or underage

persons for pornography

Art. 197 - Introducing 9 16 - 9

children to pornography

Tot al 34 20 31 35

14. As part of internationally organized procurenent for prostitution sone

Croation citizens, assisted by foreigners,
Croatia to engage in prostitution
prostitution (art. 178) were recorded in Croati a.

bring foreign female nationals to
Last year four cases of
Al

i nt ernati onal
of theminvol ved

Ukrai nian citizens allured by prom ses of a good job in catering or simlar

services. On their arriva
prostitution.

in Croatia they were forced to engage in
Ei ght een cases of procurenent

(art. 195) were al so recorded
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| ast year. The perpetrators were Croatian citizens who allured poorer
Croatian femal es of age. The perpetrators usually arrange the venue and tine
of providing paid sexual services.

15. So far there has been no indication of a correlation between juvenile
del i nquency and organi zed crime, nor have there been reported cases of

under age persons involved in organized crine. Not a single case of comrercia
sexual abuse of children or mnors has been recorded, nor a case of sexua
touri sminvolving children or mnors.

16. In the course of 1998 nine crimnal acts of introducing children to

por nogr aphy were recorded, involving 16 children. In nmost cases the
perpetrator knows the victim and the crimnal acts include indecent exposure,
gross indecency in front of a child or mnor, or other acts agai nst sexua
freedom and sexual norality.

17. During their courses at the Police Acadeny police officers are taught to
take a stand agai nst any discrimnation or intolerance, thereby being guided
and stinulated to develop a civilized and humane rel ationship with citizens.

A course entitled “Police ethics”, as well as other courses in their
curriculum seek to pronote and safeguard the dignity of each person
irrespective of any heredity or acquired traits.

18. Pursuant to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and ot her relevant United Nations and European Conmunity instruments and based
on the determ ned orientation of our society to provide full |egal protection
of children and effectively prevent juvenile delinquency in order to safeguard
the wel fare of our youth, the Mnistry of the Interior has introduced changes
to the police work in this field, such as the establishnment and organi zation
of a special task force for juvenile delinquency and | egal protection of
children and youth. Furthernore, under the Juvenile Courts Act specialized
public attorneys and judges for mnors handle court cases involving children
or minors as victins.

19. The Republic of Croatia is also a signatory to 12 internationa
conventions relating to the prevention of terrorism illicit trafficking in
narcoti cs and organi zed crime, thus providing a basis for the regulation and
cooperation of the signatory States in the field of prevention of violent
crines against the life, health, freedomand dignity of persons and crines
agai nst property, traffic in persons, procurenent, illegal mgration and
illegal residence. The inplementation of these conventions and intensive

i nternational police cooperation will enable contenporary forns of slavery to
be conbated effectively.

20. Since 1992 the Republic of Croatia has been a nmenber of the
International Crimnal Police Organization (Interpol) through which the bulk
of international police cooperation with foreign crimnal police offices is
conduct ed.
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[Oiginal: English]
[ 28 January 1999]

The conpetent German authorities have no know edge of any single case of
trade of organs and tissues of children and adults for commercial purposes in
Germany. Trade of organs and tissues for comercial purposes is prohibited by
[aw i n Cermany.

Guatennl a
[Oiginal: Spanish]
[ 2-15 February 1999]
1. The foll owi ng hospital nedical centres which carry out organ transpl ant

operations are registered with the Departnent of Registration and Inspection
of Health Establishments and Personnel, of the Health Services
Directorate-General of the Mnistry of Public Health and Social Welfare:

The “Centro Médi co” hospital - kidney transplants;

“Doctor Rodol fo Robles” Eye and Ear Hospital - corneal transplants;

CGuat emal an Soci al Security Institute - kidney and corneal transplants;

Nat i onal Chronic Kidney Di sease Unit (UNAERC), of the Mnistry of Public
Heal th and Social Welfare - kidney transplants;

Opht hal nol ogi cal Departnent of the Roosevelt Hospital - cornea
transpl ants;

Nat i onal Cardi o-vascul ar Surgery Unit (UNICAR), of the Mnistry of
Public Health and Social Welfare - artificial and cadaver heart valve
transpl ants;

“Instituto Tecnol 6gico de |la Vision Soci edad Anéni ma - | NTEVI SA”
speci al i st opht hal nol ogi cal day hospital; “Servicios Otanol égi cos
Asoci ados Soci edad An6nima ' Visién Integral'”; Ophthal nol ogi ca

clinics - adm ssion and records of corneal transplants.

2. Congressi onal Decree 91-96 - Disposal of Human Organs and Ti ssues Act -
pl aces no restrictions on the transplant of healthy |iving or cadaver human
organs or tissues. The Departnent of Registration and Supervision of Health
Establ i shnments and Personnel reports that the organs nost frequently

transpl anted i n Guateral a are ki dneys, corneas and artificial and cadaver
heart val ves.

3. The Departnent of Registry and Supervision of Establishnments and
Personnel, of the Mnistry of Public Health and Social Welfare, inspects and
oversees private-sector hospital nedical centres, granting a five-year licence
to establishnents that neet the quality standards. The Mnistry of Public
Heal th and Social Welfare regularly inspects State hospital nedical centres.
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4, The M nistry of Public Health and Social Welfare is currently studying
draft amendments to Decree 91-96, the aimof which is, inter alia, to set up
mechani snms for strict nonitoring of the procedures used in carrying out this
ki nd of operation, so as to ensure that they do not in any way violate the
rights of organ and/or tissue donors or recipients.

5. In a study entitled “Nuevas formas de viol encia sobre | a nifez: Inforne
sobre el tréafico de nifos/nifias, trasplante ilegal de organos y adopci ones

i nternacional es en Guatemal a” (“New forns of violence against children

Report on trafficking in children, illegal organ transplantation and

i nternational adoption in Guatemala”) the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) reports that, in response to allegations that children were being
abducted in order to supply suspected trafficking in organs, the Medica

Associ ation of Guatemala carried out a research project to determ ne whet her
the sale and illegal transplantation of organs was feasible or not. The
research focused on the foll ow ng points:

(a) Whet her the Public Prosecutor's Ofice or judiciary knew of cases
or of bodi es where any organ appeared to have been renoved;

(b) Whet her it was possible to performsuch a conplex operation in any
bui | di ng or establishnent;

(c) Vi ch Guat emal an doctors were capabl e of successfully perform ng
such an operation.

6. The foll owi ng conclusions were reached:

(a) No judge or forensic physician has ever witnessed an autopsy, in
either forensic or purely medical cases, in which there was any suspicion or
evi dence of illegal organ transplantation

(b) Surgi cal operations of this kind cannot be done in any building or
house;

(c) Technically very conpl ex equi pment and highly trained staff are
needed;

(d) For financial reasons, very few transplants are carried out.
Patients do not have the financial means to neet such an expense;

(e) It is quite inpossible to carry out such operations successfully
wi t hout wel | - equi pped, high-technol ogy operating theatres.

7. The Medi cal Association of Guatemal a established that it was not
scientifically possible to renbve an organ froma human being for transport
abroad and transpl antation into another human being. The Association reports
that children are indeed abducted and taken abroad, but they know of no case
i n which organs have been renpved for transport out of Guatenal a.

8. The sane study al so states that the Directorate-Ceneral of the Nationa
Pol i ce has not detected any case of illegal sale or transplant of organs. It
further reports that the Mnistry of the Interior arranged a neeting of
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four doctors in order to consider and discuss the subject. The genera

conclusion was that illegal organ transplants could not be performed in
CGuatenal a and that, since the preparatory work required was highly conplex, it
was virtually unthinkable that such operations could be done. It points out,

in addition, that it is not sinply a matter of renoving an organ and
transplanting it.

9. The study al so indicates that, according to information obtained from

t he Government, no bodies of children have hitherto been found show ng

evi dence of having lost vital organs, and that, to date, it has not been
possi bl e to docunent a single case of children being subjected to involuntary
or illegal transplants.

Lebanon

[Oiginal: French]
[7 April 1999]

It is the task of the Vice Ofice of the Crimnal Investigation
Department to prevent sexual assault on minors and to try to stop children
entering entertai nnment centres and ci nemas that show pornographic pictures,
since their presence there provokes assault by adults or exploitation in drug
trafficking and stealing. The Vice Ofice is supposed to nonitor such
situations, where they occur; however, no case of the sale of children has
been reported to the Vice Ofice, which therefore submits the follow ng
proposal s:

- The exploitation of mnors in acts perpetrated within ci nemas
shoul d be prevented and strict nonitoring should be introduced;

- The penalties for anyone exploiting children, whether by
expl oi tation or abuse, should be stiffened,

- Steps shoul d be taken, in coordination with the conpetent services
of the Mnistry of Labour and Social Affairs, to establish a
shelter for orphaned and honel ess children and beggars;

- Awar eness-rai si ng campai gns shoul d be conducted regul arly anong
famlies, so as to encourage themto supervise their children and
deal with problens they nmay face

United Arab Enmi rates

[Oiginal: Arabic]
[8 April 1999]

1. An organ transplantation programe started in the United Arab Emirates
in 1985. We nean by this only transplantation of kidney and cornea. Up to
this point, these are the only organs which have been transplanted in our
country.
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2. The transpl antati on of cornea was mainly practised i n governnent
hospital s in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, and Sharjah. As of this date, 750 corneas have
been transplanted. Al the corneas were inported. The majority cane froma
Government-control |l ed Corneal Bank in Sri Lanka.

3. As of this date, 90 ki dneys have been transplanted in the

United Arab Enmirates. Only one centre in Mafraq Hospital, with the
cooperation of the Nephrol ogy Department in Al-Jazeira and Central Hospitals,
has mai ntained this type of transplantation progranmme in the United Arab
Emrates. Apart fromtwo cadaveric kidneys inported from “Eurotransplant”,
all the transpl anted ki dneys have come fromliving related donors or
enmotionally related donors (i.e. spouses).

4, In spite of repeated warnings and pressure to di scourage them 250
patients (United Arab Emrates nationals as well as expatriates) travelled
abroad seeki ng ki dney donors in nearby countries. This is mainly due to the
critical shortage of available organs in this country (either cadaveric or
living related). These patients are then unfortunately exposed to the many
nmoral, social, financial and health care problenms in these countries. Sonme
years ago, India represented the major source of unrelated kidney transplants.
Thi s reprehensi bl e situation changed as a result of |aws passed in India
forbidding this practice, especially donation for non-Indians. Now the
primary countries travelled to for this kind of kidney transplant are

Paki stan, Iraq, the Islam c Republic of Iran and the Philippines.

5. In 1993, a federal |aw was passed in the United Arab Emi rates regulating
the transpl antati on of organs (Law No. 15/1993). This law permts living

rel ated donation pursuant to certain conditions ensuring the health of the
donor, the appropriateness of the relationship to the recipient, and to ensure
t he prevention of any commrercial or financial gain fromthe transplantation
This law al so pernits cadaveric donation. However, sub-laws are still being
finalized as to a clear acceptable definition of death within the dictates of
our religion and of organ harvesting.

6. There are other articles regulating donation, in addition to defining
the specification of transplant centres and the limts of responsibility of
staff working in the field. There are articles defining mandatory m ni mum and
maxi mum sentences for those found guilty of organ trafficking or achieving any
financial gain in the donation of organs.

7. In summary, the trafficking of organs is absolutely forbidden in the
United Arab Enmirates. As of this date, there has been no case brought to the
authorities concerning such unethical practices.
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I'1. | NFORVATI ON RECEI VED FROM UNI TED NATI ONS ORGANS/ BODI ES
United Nations O fice at Vienna/United Nations |Interregiona
Crine and Justice Research Institute (UN CRI)
[Oiginal: English]
[11 March 1999/9 February 1999]
1. The two organi zations separately sent information on the d oba

Programe agai nst Trafficking in Human Beings, a joint progranme of the Ofice
for Drug Control and Crinme Prevention (ODCCP) and the Centre for Internationa
Crime Prevention (CICR) in Vienna and UNICRI in Rone.

2. The Programme consists of an integrated package of action-oriented
research and targeted technical cooperation. It will conprise an analysis of
smuggling trafficking flows, a collection of best practices, carrying out of
denonstration projects in selected countries and standardi zed eval uation. The
end products will be a databank of tested best practices accessible through
the Internet and a know edge-based international strategy, to be presented at
a high-profile global conference.

3. In the first phase, data will be collected on different routes for
smuggl i ng human beings and the structures and nodalities used for
transportation and ensuring exploitation. Literature review, file analysis of
closed crimnal cases and interviewing of officials of crimnal justice,

i mm gration and social agencies in selected countries will nmake it possible to
assess the extent and nature of the exploitation and the role played by
crimnal organizations. Parallel to these assessnents of the phenomenol ogy, a

gl obal inventory will be made of docunented and undocunented best practices
addressi ng smuggling and trafficking, including special |egislation and
institutional arrangenents. A Wbsite will be set up on the Internet to

invite input fromlocal NGGCs.

4, In the second phase, a series of denonstration projects will be |aunched
in a selection of interested countries. The denobnstration projects will seek
to i npl enent those best practices, ascertained in the global inventory, which
seem most suitable for the problens at hand in the country. They will include
a wi de range of different approaches, so as to optim ze the practica
experiences gained. The denonstration projects will assist Governnents in

(a) counteracting operations and structures by whi ch human bei ngs are
trafficked and exploited; (b) strengthening crime-prevention strategies

agai nst trafficking and snuggling of human beings; and (c) inproving

victimw tness protection and assistance. The technical cooperation wll

i nclude the training of professional groups involved, such as |aw enforcenent,
custons, the judiciary and social services, legislative reform
institution-building and the creation of support structures for victins and

wi t nesses. Where possible, the projects will build upon existing initiatives
in the country supported by national and/or other international agencies and
NGCs.

5. The processes, inpacts and possible side effects of the denonstration
projects will be evaluated. The overall evaluation results will be input for
both the databank on best practices and the gl obal strategy.
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6. In the third phase, a global strategy agai nst smuggling of mgrants and
trafficking in human beings will be fornulated in close consultation with the
rel evant national and international organizations. It will be presented for
adoption by the international conmunity at a world conference that will be
organi zed in 2002. After its adoption, it will be dissemnated with the help
of nodern comruni cation nedia, e.g. the specialized Wbsite.

7. The envi saged duration of the Programme is 36 nonths and United Nations
entitles, Menber States, intergovernmental organizations, the academc
comunity and NGOs will be invited to join the Programme.

8. It was suggested that the Working G oup on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery

m ght wish to focus future action on victimrelated aspects of trafficking in
human bei ngs, regardl ess of the purpose for which such persons have been
victim zed, bearing in mnd that an advisory group will be established to
monitor the inplenentation of the dobal Programre. It could be envisaged
that the results of the G obal Progranme regarding the organized crime aspects
of trafficking in human bei ngs coul d be brought to the attention of the

Wor ki ng Group, as appropriate, and that the work of the Working G oup on

Cont enporary Fornms of Slavery in this field could be brought to the attention
of the Comm ssion on Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice and/or the body
which will be entrusted with nonitoring the inplenmentation of the future
convention agai nst transnational organized crime and its optional protocols on
trafficking in wonmen and children and on snuggling of mgrants.

United Nations Relief and Whrks Agency for
Pal esti ne Refugees in the Near East

[Oiginal: English]
[6 January 1999]

Pursuant to its mandate the Agency provides essential health care
services to Pal estine refugees through a network of primary health care
facilities. UNRWA does not audit governnental or private hospitals operating
inits area of operations and is therefore not in a position to coment on
al l egations regardi ng the renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults
for comrercial purposes.

I11. 1 NFORVATI ON RECEI VED FROM | NTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Counci |l of Europe

[Oiginal: English]
[13 April 1999]

1. The Parlianentary Assenbly of the Council of Europe has adopted the
foll owi ng substantive texts pertaining to the Sub-Comm ssion's resol ution

Order No. 491 (1993), on the situation of women and children in the
former Yugosl avi a;

Resol ution 1011 (1993), on the situation of wonmen and children in the
former Yugosl avi a;
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Qpi nion No. 186 (1995), on the draft European Convention on the exercise
of children's rights;

Recommendati on 1286 (1996), on a European strategy for children
Resol ution 1099 (1996), on the sexual exploitation of children

Recommendati on 1325 (1997), on traffic in wonen and forced prostitution
in Council of Europe nenber States;

Recommendati on 1336 (1997), on combating child |abour exploitation as a
matter of priority; and

Recommendati on 1371 (1998), on abuse and negl ect of children

2. Wth regard to the intergovernmental activities of the Council of

Eur ope, the Working Group on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery nmay be interested
to know that the Council's Steering Commttee on Equality between Wnen and
Men (CDEG) has devel oped a number of activities in the field of action against
trafficking in human beings for the purpose of sexual exploitation. A short
note on these activities is also appended to this letter.*

3. As far as questions of child | abour are concerned, the Committee of

M nisters in June 1998 approved the Council of Europe Programe for
Children.* In reply to the above-nmentioned Parlianmentary Assenbly's
Recommendati on 1336 (1997) on conbating child | abour exploitation as a matter
of priority, the Commttee of Mnisters adopted several decisions.*

4, Wth reference to sexual exploitation of children, the foll ow ng past or
pl anned activities may al so be brought to the attention of the Wrking G oup
on Contenporary Forms of Slavery at its forthcom ng session

(a) In the context of the followup to the 1996 Wirl d Congress agai nst
Conmer ci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, a European follow up conference
was organized in Strasbourg on 28 and 29 April 1998. It was ained at taking
stock of the nmeasures taken at national |evel, identifying the problens

encountered by Governments in inplenenting the Stockhol m Agenda for Action
and presenting exanples of relevant good practice in conbating the crines
concer ned;

(b) The European Committee on Crinme Problenms (CDPC) is currently
reviewi ng the inplementati on of Recomendation No. R(91)11 on sexua
expl oi tation, pornography and prostitution of, and trafficking of, children
and young adults, with a view to updating it;

*  Text available for consultation with the secretariat.



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 2/ 1999/ 5
page 15

(c) As concerns the use of the Internet for the purpose of sexua
exploitation of children, the Committee of Experts on Crinme in Cyberspace
(PC-CY) is preparing special provisions to be included in a convention in this
field. Wrk on this draft convention is expected to be concluded in 2000;

(d) Wth regard to the protection of victins, reference m ght be nmade
to the attached Recommendati on No. R(97)13* on the intimdation of w tnesses
and the rights of defence, which deals, inter alia, with neasures to be taken
in relation to vulnerable wi tnesses, including in particular children
especially in cases of crine within the famly.

Eur opean Group on Ethics in Science and New Technol ogi es

[Oiginal: English]
[ 16 December 1998]

1. The European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technol ogies (EGE) is an
advi sory conmm ttee of the European Comm ssion, conposed of 12 nenbers from
different disciplines and countries who fornul ate Opinions (reconmrendati ons)
on ethical inplications arising from science and new technol ogi es. The

Eur opean Parlianent and the Council of the European Union can al so request
Opinions fromthe group. This usually takes place within the Community

deci si on- maki ng process.

2. The Opinion on “Ethical aspects of research involving the use of human
enbryos in the context of the Fifth Framework Programme” was issued by the EGE
on 23 Novenber 1998 and was based on an anendnent tabled at the European
Parliament that ained to exclude from Community funding, within the

Fi fth Framewor k Programme on Research and Technol ogi cal Devel opnent, al
research projects that result in the destruction of the human enbryo.

3. In the light of recent scientific devel opnents in both the United States
and Europe, it is inmperative that a global debate takes place on all issues
arising fromscience and new technol ogi es, particularly information
technol ogi es, which directly affect the daily lives of all citizens.

International Crimnal Police Organization

[Oiginal: English]
[4 March 1999]

1. In general, it appeared during the International Conference on
Trafficking in Wonen, held in Vienna in Cctober 1998, that the probl em of
trafficking in wonmen and children was too narrowmy defined in many countries
and the social, enmploynent and mgration aspects of trafficking were too often
i gnored. The notion of “prostitution” did not cover all forms of trafficking

* Text available for consultation with the secretariat.
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and therefore hanpered effective prosecution. The action against “lega
trafficking” (entry with |l egal docunents) was limted. Provisions to allow
the seizure and confiscation of profits have to be extended to
trafficking-related of fences and the prosecution of nationals in their hone
country for acts of trafficking commtted abroad should be part of an
anti-trafficking law. Furthernore, given the fact that the principle of
granting residence permts to victinms prepared to testify in court in Wstern
Europe was too strictly interpreted, investigators had to anticipate that the
victims of such crinmes would never be avail abl e as wi tnesses or conpl ai nants.
Some of the participants called for the use of special police techniques
(undercover agents, controlled delivery, observation) against traffickers and
expl oiters.

2. The countries of origin in Central Europe have al so becone countries of
transit and target areas. One-day cross-border sex tourism appeared and wonen
were being trafficked for one day or one night into a country from

nei ghbouring countries. The collection of evidence was a probl em because nost
of the recruiters and exploiters who run the network stayed in the

nei ghbouring countries. Law enforcenent action in Central and Eastern

Eur opean countries should be conmpleted by common return and rehabilitation
mechani sms, special regul ations on social rights of the trafficked women, and
on residence regul ati ons based on enpl oyment neasures. There was a | ack of
awar eness-training for police officers and prevention through information
camnpai gns were underesti mat ed.

3. The I CPO- I nterpol General Secretariat has recently created a new Branch
and future services will include:
(a) Identifying the regions touched by the phenonenon through

strategi c analysis using the avail able data, the expertise of other
organi zati ons and open sources;

(b) Hel pi ng those regions touched by the phenonmenon to formul ate an
adapt ed approach defining m ni mum standards for repression, prevention and
support nechani sns;

(c) Enhanci ng mutual understandi ng of evidence requirements in other
regi ons through awareness-trai ning of police officers at regional training
sessi ons;

(d) Devel opi ng a standard col |l ection format which responds to all the
el ements of the nodus operandi

4. For the tine being this Branch is defining with other organizations the
categories of information which have to be exchanged between the different
partners active in the struggle against trafficking in wonen and the degree of
urgency of this exchange.



