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REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
DECLARATION ON THE STRENGTHENING OF
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE WHOLE
QUESTION OF PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS
IN ALL THEIR ASPECTS

HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS

Letter dated 17 August 1992 from the Permanent Representative
of Czechoslovakia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith the decisions of the Committee of
Senior Officials of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
adopted at its fifteenth session, on 13 and 14 August 1992 (annexes I-IV).

I would be most grateful if you could kindly have the text of the present
letter and of the enclosed decisions of the Committee of Senior Officials
distributed as a document of the General Assembly, under items 69, 75 and 98
of the provisional agenda, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Eduard KUKAN
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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ANNEX I

Decisions of the Committes of Senior Officials

1. The Cammittee of Senior Officials met on 13 and 14 Auqust 1992 at an
wygently called meating to consider further steps requived to deal with the
worsening aggression against Bosnia-Herzegovina and other critical aspects of
the crisis in other parts of the former Yugoslavia.

z.mmmwmmmticimmsmm&mtﬁemmgcrisis
requires greater action within the context of the CSCE. They expressed their
Mi:atimtofullyawlythedwisimsofﬂmﬁelsirﬂd&mnitinor&rto
help alleviats lumenitarian problems and suppart the search for peace. In
partiaﬂarthayagrudtodmatd:ammtmmssiontamia—mtzqwim
to investigate the humanitarien situation with special reference to detenticn
cappe and to send long-dxation missicns to Rosovo, Sandjak and Vojvodina.
Toey also agreed that the presence of chsarvers in neighbouring countries
wmldhalptomidaspiﬂmoft«nimtathﬁr‘miﬁoriuarﬂwmldlnlp
ovarsee the fulfilment of United Nations sanctians.

3. The discussions reflected the alarming developments which have occurred
since approval of the Declaration on the Yugoslav crisis by Heads of State and
Goverrment at the Belsinki Sumit on 10 July 1992,

= Despite repested pronises by Sexbian authorities, a lasting ceasefire
has not been poeaible. Bumnitarian comvoys are reqularly subject to
nilitary attack; bheavy artillery comtinues to bambard Sarajevo and
other cities of Bosnia-Harzegovina and same bordering cities in |
Croatia.

= Evidance has contimed to mamt that Serbian authorities are using
the conflict to carry out disgraceful policies of so-called “ethnic
clsansing® and detention of immocent civilians. Cases of human
rights and international lmenitarian law viclations have been
registered on all sides of the conflict. Treatment of those held in
datertion camps violates all standards of decency. The ramber of
refugess contimies to rise to tragic levels.
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~ Human rights abuses by Serbian authorities contimue at a high level.
Sarbian Goverrment-cantrolled media subject the Sarbian population to
a constant barrage of hate and xencphabia. Répression of the
nen-Serbian population in Kosovo, Sandjak and Vojvxiina and elsewhere
continues. m:siorzsintheseamasarehighandmedmeroftha'
spread of armed conflict contimues to grew.

- Continued conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina raises the darnger of

spillover of tensions to neighbouring countries. Serbia contirmues to
seekavemzesfarevasianofthitedﬂatim;ssanctiom.

4.mparticipaﬁrg3tabesagrndthatthacrisishasmtaredanwmase
whidtwilquuinwmmreco-operatimamcmurtedactionthrmghmtthc
international commmity. They reiterated their rejection of any aspiration of
Sarbia and Montenagro, or of any othar party involved, to change borders ar
ethnic camposition by farce or intimidation. They reaffirmed the need to
respect the sovereignty, texritorial integrity and political independence of
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

5. The cutrage that resulted from revelations about detention camps underlines
ﬂnmdm&fﬂtmmmmmichiswdm'pm.

6. Serbian authorities must understand that they ara isoclating themselves
increasingly from the democratic commmnity of States representsd by tha CSCE.
Contirued viclatien of the basic norms of intermational hmanitarian law can
lead only to disaster for themselves and their pecple.

7. T™he participating States welcamed the intantion of tha United Mations to
epand its activities in the formar Yugoslavia. They expressad stxong suppert
for United Nations Secwrity Comncll resolution 770 which foresees the use of
all necessary measures to guarantae homnitarian assistance and for United
Nations Security Council resclution 771 an war crimes, which holds Serbian
leadars and cthers personally responsible for their behavicar. They intend to
co~cperata closely with the Thited Nations and to provide assistance to the
fulfilment of United Nations goals wherever possible. They recquest the
Chairman-in-Office to reply in that spirit to the letter of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of 31 July 1992. They decided to
start consultations on ratters referred to in the letter of the
Secyetary-Ganaral of the United Nationg in an cpamrended ad hoc qraup
established in Vienna. o
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8. They underlined once again the imperative need for an wgent negotiated
political solution in the former Yugoslavia. In that respect they welcomed
the Conference hostad by the Buropean Community and the United Nations in
mwmmZGALgustEQZBamofmfwmmiationand
achieving a lasting settlement to the crisis. They requested the
Chairmen-in-Office to present decisicns of tha CSCE at this meeting and to
deternine how the CSCE process can be used to further the goals of this
Canference.

9. Tha Meeting was preceded by a working session of the Steering Graup cn the
Yugoslav crisis of 11 participating states established at the 13th Meeting of
the Camittee of Senicr Officials on 8 Suly 1892, The participating States

agree that more detailed wrk is now necessary and that more frequent meetirngs
of the Steering Group are nesded. To this end they decided that the Steering
Group should meat in Viema as from now until the next CSO Maeting scheduled
to be held in Prague on 16-18 September 1992. The Staering Growp will assist
the Chairzan-in-Office in the implemantation of today’s decisions fuxther to
the tasks already assigned to it on 8 July 1992. While cperating in Vierma

the Steering Growp will maintain a llaison with the Consultative Camittee of
the Conflict Prevention Centze.

10. The participating States also welcomed thae intention of the
Chairman-in=-Office, accamanied by representatives of the Troika, to travel to
the farmer Yugoslavia within tha next few days. They asked him to transmit
the strang political message contained in this decision document to Serbian
autherities and to undertake any discussion that may expedite its

implementation.
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ANNEX II

Draft Decision on Ruman Rights Situation

The Camittee of Seniar OfIiciais,

Ramaining very deeply concarned sbout the failwre by the Serbian
authorities to cbearve human rights and intermational humanitarian law, and
aspecially by the disgracaful mractice of "ethnic cleansing”,

Outraged by the existance of detention camps, which is campletely
unacceptable,

Aware of the acute danger of an even mcre rapid irncrease in the mumber of
refugeas and displaced parsons, which is already approaching two million,

Welcoming the adoption of the United Nations Secxrity Council
resolution 771, and the decision by the United Nations Camission on Buman
Rights to appoint a special rapporteur on this issue,

Underlines the impertanca of observing intermational humanitarian law;
Demands an end to the practice of "etinic cleansing®;

Demands the impediata disbendment of any detention camps, and the release
of the rirmmocant civilian population held there;

Reminds. all responsible for the administration of such camps that, in the
meantime, they most ensure that such places of destantion are run humanely, in
full respect for the Ganeva Convartions;

Raminds all those who camit or order the camission of hreaches of the
Conventions that they bear individual respensibility for such hreaches;

Calls on the Serbian authorities to create all necessary corditions to
anable the earliest possible retizn of the refugses and displaced persons to
their ariginal hames in cenditions of safety and dignity, including tha
adoption of an amesty law for those having refused to fight, and an and to
the call-up;
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Considers that an initial step in this direction cculd be the
establishment of safe havens in Bosnia-Herzegovina, urder intermaticnal
control;

Decides, further to United Nations Security Council resolutions 770 and
771, to request that the Chairman-in-Offica establish contact with the
United Nations and cther relevant intermational orcanisations to undertake an
urgent examinmation of conditions for possikle establishment of safe havens for
refugees and displaced perscns in Besnia-Herzegovina.

Decides to establish a rapparteur mission to imvestigate allegations of
human rights abuses; its primary task should be, in close co-ordination with
tha Intermational Camittea of the Red Cross and the Uhited Nations Cammission
on Human Rights, to enmxe that all alleged places of detention are inspected
within the shortest possible time; the CSCE rapporteur mission, in ccmmon
with other international bodies, should be quaranteed immediate, free and
cantirious access to all such places of detantion;

Requests the Chairmman-in-Offica to establish the rapporteur mission as
scon as possible; its first repart should be available to the Committee of
Sanior Officials at its next meeting in September.
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ANNEX III

Decision on Missions of Long Duration

The Camittee of Senior Officials,
With reference to:

- the Declaration an Yugoslavia adopted by the Helsinki Summit;

- the Conmittee of Sanicr Officials’ Dacision of 10 June 1992 to send an
exploratory mission to XKosgvo, Sandjak and Vojvedina;

- the conclusions and reccmmendations in the report submitted to the
Committee of Senior officials by this misgion;

- Chapter IIT, paragraphs 6-11, in the Halsinki Decisicns on the
political management of crises, and

In support of the efforts of the Conference on Yugoslavia,

Decides to establish, in co-cperation with the relevant authorities, a
cantimicus presence in Kosovo, Sandjak and Vojwvodina, in the form of missions
of lony amaticn,

The missions will:

- pranote dialogues between tha authorities concerned and
. , tives of the pooulations and caommmities in the three
. regicons;
= colleét information on all aspects relevant to violatiens of human
mmmmmmmmmmmmm;

- establish comtact points far solving problems that might be identified;

- assist in providing informtion on relevant legislation on huan
rights, protection of minorities, free media and democratic elections.

Tha misgions should be sent cut as soon as possible in accordance with
paragraphs 9 and 10 of Chapter IIT of the Helsinki Decisions. Further
wumutmhmwmmm&mmmm
established by the Camittee of Sanicr Officials cn 8 July 1992.

The cperational control of the missions will be maintained by the
hairman-in-Office assisted by the other mambars of the CSCE Txoika ard with
practical sypport from the appropriate CSCE institution(s).

Except whare provided cn a voluntary hesis, the expenses of the missions
will be borne by all participating States in accordance with the scale of
distrilution

Developments recarding the missions will ba reported to the Committee of
Smicr-otticialsmthtertbmatitsng\ﬂar&ptmberlsszmu:q.

Lao.
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ANNEX IV

Decisicn on the Presenca of Observers in Caumtries
Bordering cn Serbia and Montenegro

The CSO welcames the efforts undar way to extend the Burcpean Commmnity
Menitoring Mission to neighbouxring countries of Serbia and Montenegro to help
avoid the spread of tansion to thair tarritory. It decided to examine
possibilities for contribution of material suypport to this effert. Tt
welcaned the agreement with the authorities in Budapest to esttend BC
Monitoring Mission activities to Bungarian territory. It locks forward to the
acrecment on memcranda of understanding with authorities in Sofia and Tirana.
Such missions can contriluta to enhancing stability in the region. In this
context, it decided to explore with autharities in Skopje the possibility of
despatch of similar missions under CSCE auspices.

A further important task is to strengthen mechaniams to ensure full
campliance with ON sanctions. The Chairmen~in-Office is requested to
undertaks discussions to examine means of assisting appropriate States
berdering on Serbia ard Montenegro in this task, including tirough the
placement of axperts i thalr territariaes. The CSO will review the decision
at its next meeting.



