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The neeting was called to order at 3 p.m

ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS (agenda item 10) (continued)
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/ 44 and Add. 1-2, 45, 46 and Add.1, 47-51, 112 and Add.1 and 115;
E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ NGO 13, 35, 48, 49 and 57; A/ 53/293 and Add.1l; A/ RES/53/141)

1. Ms. TOMASEVSKI (Special Rapporteur on the right to education),

i ntroduci ng her report (E/ CN 4/1999/49), said that the Conm ssion's decision
at its fifty-fourth session to focus on the right to education was a tinely
one, as many United Nations bodies were currently el aborating short-term
platfornms on education. In her report, she had taken care to reflect the
Commi ssion's concern to mainstreamthe gender perspective. GCender was an

i mportant consideration, given that one of the notable successes in recent
years had been a di m nishing of the gender gap in education in the

M ddl e East.

2. The report made a distinction between the education sector and the right
to education, for educational policy was not always based on the notion of
human rights. The shift to a human rights-based approach to education had
begun only in 1990, followi ng the Wrld Conference on Education for Al, held
at Jontien, Thailand. One problem posed by the different approaches lay in
the fact that, traditionally, basic education statistics covered children
between the ages of 6 and 11, whereas the rights-of-the-child approach dealt
with children up to the age of 18.

3. The inmposition of fees for basic education was a matter of concern

Under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Governnents were required to
provi de basic education to children free of charge. That requirenment was not,
however, part of the Jontien approach. Her report dealt with aid to education
and the question of school fees at the primary |evel, and she believed it
ought to be possible to address that question collaboratively within the
United Nations systemto ensure that a human rights di mensi on was incorporated
into international educational policy.

4, The human rights approach to education had a solid | egal basis not only
in treaty provisions, but in a wealth of jurisprudence from many countri es.
The right to education was, in fact, legally enforceable, and she hoped that

i nternati onal devel opnent and educati on agenci es woul d draw on t hat
jurisprudence to pronmote the right to education in their work.

5. In her next report she intended to explore the question of the right to
education in tine of war, since education was not considered to be a conponent
of humanitarian assistance, |ike shelter, food and nedical supplies. The area

where human rights | aw and humanitarian | aw converged thus nerited sone
further study.

6. M. FI GUEREDO (Speci al Rapporteur on the effects of foreign debt on the
full enjoynment of economc, social and cultural rights) said that the problem
of foreign debt continued to perpetuate inequalities within and anong
countries, causing the greatest distress anmong children. The continued
uncertainty in the world econony had engendered serious scepticismwth regard
to globalization and traditional nethods of tackling devel opnent problens.
Many positive initiatives had been put forward by non-governmenta
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organi zati ons (NGO3s), and he urged themto continue to exert pressure on those
responsi bl e for financial issues at the national and international |evels.

VWhat was needed was a nore reliable partnership involving the United Nations
system civil society and national policy makers. Actions that m ght be
contenpl ated included earlier and deeper debt relief, making resources
comensurate with political will and addressing the |inkage between debt and
poverty alleviation.

7. It was not enough, however, to overcome debt overhang: ways of
preventing its distressing and harnful effects fromrecurring nust be
identified. Consideration should be given to the right of protection of

i ndebted countries, the establishment of a court of arbitration and the

i ntroduction of insolvency procedures simlar to those applied to

muni cipalities in the United States of Anerica. Ways of rectifying inequities
produced by market forces, the role of the global trading system the |inkages
bet ween econonic justice and human rights and neans of fostering dignity anong
t he poor should al so be expl ored.

8. Subsequently, he intended to report to the Comm ssion on the follow ng
topi cs: enhancing the collective approach to the debt problem of devel oping
countries; pronotion of a dialogue between the heads of the specialized
agenci es, the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and the Bretton Wods

i nstitutions; devel opnent of a consultative nechanismw thin the

Admi nistrative Comrittee on Coordination (ACC) for a systematic exchange of

i nformati on on debt issues; reaffirmation of the inportance of the socia
aspects of econom c grow h and adj ustnment processes; encouragenment of an
enhanced initiative for highly indebted poor countries; broadening
participation in consensus-building at the national and international |evels;
establishnment of an inter-agency advisory board for financial discussions; the
i nclusion of children's rights and poverty reduction as conditionalities in
debt cancellation and alleviation strategies; and the devel opnent of a
framewor k for debt cancellation. He also suggested that a conprehensive
review of debt relief mechani sns shoul d be undertaken by an inter-agency

advi sory body and financed by voluntary contributions. The Conm ssion could
then consider the review and adopt pertinent recommendations at its
fifty-sixth session.

9. M. ROBBINS (United States of America) said that individual rights were
t he underpi nning of a society's econonmic, social and cultural well-being and
there was an indissoluble Iink between denpocracy and conpliance with

i nternational human rights standards. One way to pronote econom c rights was
to ensure that working people had sonme neasure of control over their

wor kpl ace. Accordingly, his delegation strongly supported the Declaration on
Fundanental Principles and R ghts at Work adopted by the General Conference of
the International Labour Organization (ILO in 1998. The recent initiative by
hi s Government ained at hel ping other countries to raise their |abour
standards was evidence of its commtnment to those principles.

10. Al t hough the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts enphasi zed t hat

chil dren and young persons should be protected from econon ¢ and socia
exploitation, mllions of children worked in conditions that could only be
call ed exploitative or hazardous to their health. In 1998, the United States
had increased its contributions to the ILO International Programre for the
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Eli m nation of Child Labour tenfold and it was endeavouring to bring nore
countries into the Programme. An inportant step in devel oping effective
strategies to elimnate exploitative fornms of child | abour was docunenting the
extent and nature of the problem and his del egation supported ILO efforts to
design child | abour surveys and conpil e data banks on child | abour. He | ooked
forward to the negotiation of a convention on the worst forms of child | abour
at the 1999 session of the CGeneral Conference.

11. M. REYES RODRI GUEZ (Cuba) said that, since 1992, the United States of
Ameri ca had adopted nmore than 20 pieces of |legislation ainmed at strengthening
its bl ockade of Cuba. Foreign conmpani es doing business with Cuba had been
intimdated and United States citizens having relations with Cuba had been
prosecuted. The United States Government had raised its economc war to
irrational levels with a view to suffocating the Cuban people and inposing its
own econom c, political and social nodel on the country.

12. The bl ockade constituted a death sentence, for it deprived the Cuban
peopl e of basic foodstuffs and nedicines as well as access to technol ogy and
mar ket s, and prevented Cuba fromrenegotiating its external debt. The

bl ockade had cost Cuba nore than $6 billion. Recent efforts by propagandistic
media in the United States to suggest that the Governnent's policy towards
Cuba was becoming nore flexible were intended to counter the grow ng rejection
of the bl ockade by public opinion in the United States and throughout the
world as well as to weaken patriotic resistance within Cuba. In truth,
however, the United States had not sold Cuba any nedicines or nmade it easier
for Cubans living outside the country to send noney to or comrunicate with
their famlies.

13. The United States of America currently inposed 61 unilateral economc
sancti ons agai nst various countries which accounted for 42 per cent of the
worl d's popul ation. There was thus little point in speaking of human rights,
devel opnent or a denocratic world characterized by the rule of law if the nost
flagrant and massive violation of those rights was not addressed. |In 1998,
the Movenent of Non-aligned Countries had adopted a resol uti on condemi ng
uni |l ateral coercive neasures as being incompatible with the enjoynent of human
rights and his del egation hoped that, at its current session, the Comr ssion
woul d express its vigorous rejection of the use of such nmeasures.

14. M. RUIZY AVILA (Mexico) said that the principal obstacle to the

enj oynent of econom c, social and cultural rights was extreme poverty, which
currently affected one fifth of the world's population. Any legitimte effort
to pronote human rights anywhere in the world nust include a clear commtnent,
at both the national and international |evels, to the eradication of that

pl ague. In an interdependent world, that meant ensuring econom c growh
through strategies to pronote domestic savings and investment, increase
productivity, enhance the sustainability of production and enpl oynent and
create a stabl e econom c environnent.

15. Despite its financial crisis and declining oil prices, Mexico had
experienced significant growh in 1998 and had all ocated nore resources for
soci al devel opnent than ever before for the purpose of bringing the socia

i ndicators for the | east devel oped regions of the country into line with the
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nati onal averages. Enphasis had been placed on nmaking the poorer segnents of
t he popul ati on productive, with 75 per cent of all the resources being
al l ocated for that purpose

16. In 1997, his Governnent had | aunched PROGRESA, a programre for
education, health and food. It continued to provide support for socia
enterprises, income-generating projects for wonmen and rural credit. An

enpl oyment programme for farm workers had doubled its coverage in 1999 and a
tenporary enpl oynent programre was al so bei ng expanded.

17. As indi genous popul ations were the nost seriously affected by extreme
poverty, the Governnent had given priority to that group and provi ded support,
with the active participation of the popul ati ons concerned, for efforts to
make | asting inprovenents in their standards of living. Wnen, too, were
frequently victinms of discrimnation and poverty, and PROGRESA i ncl uded
activities to help women, particularly indi genous wonmen, overcome poverty.
Subsi dies for basic foodstuffs were made available to | owincone groups.

18. Greater resources had been allocated to municipal governnments, and an
effort was being made to pronote equity, transparency and shared
responsibility in the managenent of resources by |ocal authorities and
beneficiaries alike.

19. He thanked the independent expert on extrenme poverty for her cooperation
with Mexico and wel coned the visit to Mexico by the Special Rapporteur on the
adverse effects of the illicit nmovenent and dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights.

20. Ms. BAUTI STA (Philippines) said it had been argued that the Commi ssion
was not the appropriate body to discuss economc matters, which were best |eft
to international financial institutions but a failure to address concerns in
the field of econom c, social and cultural rights would nean abandoni ng
ordinary people to the dictates of those who might nean well but did not see
the faces of the suffering masses. It was ironic that the people who were the
| ast to benefit fromliberalization and gl obalization were the first to pay
the cost of structural adjustnent.

21. The recent financial crisis in Asia had shown the extent of the
suffering that could result fromill-conceived programmes that failed to take
into account their inmpact on the lives of ordinary people. Econom c hardship
al l owed ethnic and religious tensions to surface, further exacerbating the
human rights problens faced by countries that were already in financia
crisis. Recent initiatives by the international financial institution showed
greater sensitivity to the social costs of structural adjustnment policies,
but, as early as 1992, the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities had called on themto take greater account of the
adverse inpact of structural adjustnment policies on the realization of
economi c, social and cultural rights. The international financia

i nstitutions had not needed, therefore, to wait for the crisis to erupt before
actl ng.

22. The recent report of the Task Force of the Executive Commttee on
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs stressed that there should be consistency between
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the initiatives taken and the provisions of the main international human
rights instrunents, particularly the International Covenant on Economnic

Social and Cultural Rights. The Commission thus clearly had a crucial role to
play in the formation of a gl obal consensus behind pro-people policies.

23. The wor ki ng group on structural adjustnment programes and economic
social and cultural rights had net in March 1999 to consider the report of the
i ndependent expert on the effects of structural adjustnent policies on the
full enjoynent of human rights (E/ CN.4/1999/50). The session had been usefu
in providing the independent expert w th guidance for the preparation of his
next report. Her del egation would be introducing a draft decision to enable
the working group to continue its work and conplete its mandate and, given
recent experience and the |essons learned fromthe financial crisis, it hoped
that the Comm ssion woul d adopt the draft decision by consensus.

24. Structural adjustment was an area in which the need for reforns
intersected with the need for protection and promption not only of econom c
soci al and cultural rights but also of civil and political rights. The
Commi ssi on should continue to give priority attention to an issue of such
critical inmportance for the devel oping countries, particularly the |east

devel oped and heavily indebted countries. In so doing, it would add value to
the work of the international financial institutions by giving structura

adj ust rent programmes a hunman face.

25. M. SUTOYO (I ndonesia) said that it was an undeni abl e fact that

gl obal i zati on and |iberalization were having adverse social and econom c
effects in many devel oping countries. One aspect of globalization was the
deepeni ng technol ogi cal, financial and production gap not only between

devel oped and devel opi ng countries but al so anong the devel opi ng countries
themsel ves. I n Indonesia, the recent financial crisis had caused stagnation
of the econony, with serious repercussions for enploynment |eading to a sharp
increase in poverty and much social instability. The Governnent had had to
i ntroduce safety net programmes to ensure that people had access to basic
soci al services.

26. The international financial crisis had taken on al arm ng di nensi ons and
posed a threat to world econom c devel opnent. The international community
must devote all its energy to pursuing institutional refornms and nust

i ntroduce nore denocratic, transparent and accountabl e policies taking account
of national circunstances. It was encouraging to note that steps were being
considered to strengthen the international financial architecture with a view
to restoring stability and greater predictability to financial markets. An

i nternational consultative process was needed to ensure that the reform of

the architecture of the international financial system accommobdated the
differences in individual countries' econom c circunstances.

27. Extreme poverty was currently depriving 1.3 billion people in the world
of full and effective enjoynent of all human rights. It was therefore the
first and greatest cause of human rights violations, and its eradication was a
social, political and econom c inmperative. It was just as degrading to human

dignity as other forns of human rights violations such as torture. The
canpai gn against it would require a transfer of resources to the socia
sector.
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28. According to the United Nations Devel opment Progranme (UNDP), the
provi si on of universal access to basic social services and the transfer of
resources to close the gap between the annual income of poor people and the

m ni mum i ncome needed to escape extrenme poverty woul d cost approximtely

US$ 80 billion per year. 1In a world econonmy of US$ 25 trillion, the

eradi cation of poverty was surely affordable: the real obstacle was not the

| ack of financial resources but the absence of a genuine political comm tnment.

29. Ceneral Assenbly resolution 52/193 call ed upon the devel oped countries
to commt 0.7 per cent of their G oss National Product (GNP) to officia

devel opnent assistance (ODA) and, within that target, to earmark 0.15 to

0.20 per cent for the | east devel oped countries. The international comrunity
shoul d al so continue its efforts to secure debt relief for the devel oping
countries. According to the Wirld Bank, official debt had reached such a

| evel in approximately 40 countries that the Governments concerned were no

| onger able either to service the debt or to make the necessary investnments in
heal th and education. Strengthened international cooperation based on nutua
i nterest was a necessity to support the developing countries in their efforts
to solve their social and economic problems and to fulfil their obligation to
pronmote and protect human rights.

30. M. M CHELENA (Venezuela) said that the Vienna Declaration had nmade it
clear that human rights were indivisible and interrelated. It was stil
necessary, however, to conmbat the idea that sone rights were nore inportant
than others and that economc, social and cultural rights were |ess inportant.
The right to food, the right to national and international conditions to
overcome poverty and the need to understand and deal with the negative inpact
of external debt were issues no less inmportant than those that had been
brought to the attention of the United Nations at a much earlier date.

31. G obalization had a different inpact on different countries, but sone
were better able to deal with its effects than others. 1In the case of the
economi c and financial difficulties of devel oping countries, the treatnent or
di agnosis was all too often wong. Followi ng the recent financial and
economi c crises in Asia, the Russian Federation and Brazil, the Wrld Bank had
decided that it had to adopt new paraneters, and not rely solely on nonetary
and financial ones. The Special Rapporteur on foreign debt had nade sone
appropriate and innovative proposals (E/ CN. 4/1999/47), and it was clearly

i mportant that the policies of the various bodies concerned should be

consi stent.

32. M. PERAZZA (Uruguay) said that one of the main challenges to the

i nternational comunity was poverty, which inposed limts on the capability of
future generations to take part in the devel opnment process. Poverty produced
nmore horrors than war, but the world had grown used to it. Extrene poverty
and marginalization affected mllions of people, and were acknow edged to be
aggravating factors in the devel opnent of racism racial discrimnation and
xenophobia. All national and international actors should commt thenselves to
creating the econom c environment to prompote social devel opnent so as to

i mprove the living conditions of such wi de sections of the world s popul ation

33. Uruguay had been naking substantial efforts to close the poverty gap
and had been recogni zed by international organizations as a country which had
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managed econonmi c grow h and incone distribution for the benefit of the npst
mar gi nal i zed sectors of its society. |In particular, it provided universa
free pre-school education fromthe age of four. Its educational policies had
led to reductions in child nortality.

34. The report of the Special Rapporteur on foreign debt (E/ CN. 4/1999/47)
was a very interesting one, and it was clear that he was on the right track

35. M. AHN (Republic of Korea) said that many countries had recently had
first-hand experience of the dual nature of globalization - the opportunities
it provided and the risks it entailed - and one of their comon experiences
was the serious threat to econom c, social and cultural rights posed by the
down-si de of globalization. H's Governnment had responded to the chall enge by
i ntroduci ng extensive econom c restructuring together with a strengthening of
social welfare. The process of adjustnment had been costly and painful, but
had begun to pay dividends.

36. It had al so taken broad-rangi ng neasures to deal with unenpl oynent:
public work programes had been increased by 50 per cent and there was a pl an
to create 1.5 million new jobs in three years, while unenpl oynent benefit
packages were being extended, with significant increases in budget

al l ocations. Good national governance shoul d precede efforts at the

i nternational |level but part of the solution would have to be sought in

i nternati onal cooperation

37. Hi s del egati on thus wel coned the fact that the international economc
comunity was devoting nmore attention to reforms, to the regul ati on of
short-term capital novenents, to the trade inpact of exchange rate volatility
and to the marginalization of countries. The Commi ssion should nake a greater
i nput into those processes so that the outconme would be a strengthening of
econom c, social and cultural rights. The dual nature of globalization should
be a fully integrated and central theme of the Conm ssion's work under the
current agenda item The Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts was
establishing some wel come contacts with the International Mnetary Fund (1 M),
the Worl d Bank, the World Trade Organi zation (WO and other rel ated

i nt ernati onal organizations.

38. Ms. BRATTESTED (Norway) said that civil and political rights and
econom c, social and cultural rights were mutually reinforcing and constituted
an integrated whole. A |lack of devel opment should not be invoked to justify
the abridgenment of internationally recognized human rights. Econom ¢ and

ot her circunstances certainly influenced the extent to which econom c, socia
and cultural rights could be achieved, but there should be no discrimnation
regardi ng access to, for instance, health care or education. GCovernnments were
responsi ble for creating an economc, political, social, cultural and | ega
envi ronnent that enabl ed people to achieve successful and |asting devel opment
wi t hout discrimnation of any kind.

39. There was a growi ng and increasingly vocal constituency in her country
addressing issues relating to economc, social and cultural rights, including
the rights of the child, the rights of the disabled and the issue of racia
and ethnic discrimnation. There was no justification for maintaining a
distinction in principle with respect to the inplenmentation of econom c,
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social and cultural rights and civil and political rights. Her Governnent
thus proposed to incorporate both the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts
i nto Norwegi an | egi sl ati on.

40. Taki ng economic, social and cultural rights seriously inplied a
commitnment to social integration, solidarity and equality. Since the vast
majority of people living in unacceptable conditions of poverty were wonen,
Governments nmust mai nstream a gender perspective into national devel opnent
pl ans, and donor countries must live up to their responsibility to assist
States in their efforts to ensure the full enjoynent by wonmen of all human
rights.

41. Ms. AHMVED (Sudan) said that econom c, social and cultural rights were
interrel ated and nust be inplenented in a balanced way. The problens of the
| east devel oped countries (LDCs) were conpounded by gl obalization. Unless
adequate international action was taken to address that phenonenon, their
further marginalization was inevitable. The debt burden, declining officia
devel opnent assi stance (ODA) and inadequate foreign direct investment (FDI)
curtailed the potential of developing countries to exercise their right to
devel opnent.

42. Strong political will, at both the national and international |evels,
was necessary to eradicate poverty. Her Government had established socia
solidarity funds, funds for small-scal e and subsi stence farm ng projects, a
students' fund, productive famly projects and health insurance and shelter
for the elderly and disabled. |In education, due attention was paid to |oca
| anguages and pre-school education was free and compul sory. There were
over 20 establishments of higher education

43. Referring to Conm ssion resolution 1998/ 11 concerning unilatera

coercive neasures, she said that, in August 1998, the United States had bonbed
a pharmaceutical plant in her country on the flinsiest of pretexts. The
factory had supplied 80 per cent of the country's pharmaceutical needs and

its destruction had deprived children, wonen and the elderly of |ife-saving
medi ci nes. Such coercive neasures contravened the Charter of the

United Nations and international |aw.

44, Her Government was conmitted to ending the war inflicted on the Sudan
and called on the international community to exert pressure on the rebe
Sudanese Peopl e's Liberation Arnmy/Movement to join in the peace negotiations.

45, M. PADILLA MENENDEZ (Guatemal a), having endorsed the statenent by the
representative of El Sal vador on behalf of the Central American G oup, said
that, since the issues that were being addressed by the various independent
experts and special rapporteurs were closely interrelated, a coordinated or

i ntegrated approach woul d pay dividends. For exanple, extreme poverty was
related to the |ack of public funds in devel oping countries, which was
connected with structural adjustment progranmes, foreign debt, the inpact of
gl obal i zati on and the stabilization, privatization and |iberalization policies
associ ated with the so-called “Washi ngton consensus”. Al though national and
i nternational projects had achi eved sone neasure of success, poverty and
“under devel opnment” had actually increased and the successes were mainly

m croeconom ¢ and hence “mcrosocial”. The Secretary-General had referred to
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the need for a gl obal devel opnent funding policy, a topic that should be
addressed at the so-called “MI1lennium Assenbly” together with others such as
debt relief and South-South cooperation

46. The Speci al Rapporteur on the effects of foreign debt had noted that the
Bretton Wods institutions were beginning to consider the desirability of
adopti ng consi stent approaches and devel opment strategies. He had advocated

i nter-agency action, particularly in the formof a dial ogue between those
institutions and the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights. To that end, an

advi sory body within the ACC, an inter-agency advisory board or sone other
sim |l ar mechani smcoul d be established.

47. Ms. JAHAN (Bangl adesh) said that the report of the independent expert on
human rights and extrenme poverty (E/ CN. 4/1999/48) anply documented the
intrinsic link between the two. The independent expert on the effects of
structural adjustnment policies had confirmed in his report (E CN. 4/1999/50)
that such progranmes had a pal pabl e econonmic, social and political inpact and
that their cost was borne largely by the poor. d obalization had rel egated
many countries to the margins of devel opnent and a thorough study of its

i npact shoul d be undertaken. The Conm ssion should al so advocat e conpensatory
measures on behal f of the countries affected.

48. Bangl adesh faced the twin challenge of maintaining a pluralist denocracy
and a decent standard of living for its people. Top priority was being given
to accel erated and sustai nabl e devel opnent. Devel opnent plans focused on
poverty alleviation, human resources devel opnent, enpowernent and the

mai nstream ng of wonen, for exanple through mcrocredit. Successes had been
achieved in health care, primary educati on and popul ation planning. The peace
agreenent on the Chittagong Hill Tracts had provided a gol den opportunity for
the devel opment of that area.

49. Enj oynent of human rights was not a zero-sum gane. Recognition of
econom c, social and cultural rights did not inply any downgradi ng of civi
and political rights.

50. M. van der HOEVEN (I nternational Labour Organization) said that there
were four successive trends discernible in structural adjustnent policies.
Enphasis had initially been placed on stabilization policies that virtually
ignored the inplications for enployment and social conditions. 1In the

m d- 1980s, the econom c growth di mensi on had been taken into account, first
through the liberalization of internal and external markets and | ater through
enphasis on industrial and trade policies. Some consideration had been given
to the social inplications of adjustnment policies in the late 1980s and

early 1990s, for exanple by the inclusion of safety nets in structura
adj ust ment programmes.

51. The fourth generation of structural adjustnment policies was about to
be inplemented. The 1995 World Sunmit for Social Devel opnent had urged al
countries and international organizations to take into account the socia
consequences of adjustnment and to involve the population in fornulating
policies. The need to integrate structural adjustment policies into
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| onger-term devel opnent strategi es had becone apparent, and the internationa
financial institutions had recently shown sonme willingness to listen to the
views of civil society on the issue.

52. There could be no fruitful structural adjustnment programe wi thout
popul ar i nvol venent and acceptance. |LO was working for the invol venent of
trade uni ons and enpl oyers' groups at all stages of such programmes: in the

desi gn phase to ensure that the costs of adjustnent were nore evenly shared
and that enployment was a nmjor objective; during inplenentation to ensure
that Governments and international organizations honoured their conmtnents;
and after conpletion to nonitor the inpact of the programre and integrate its
results into | onger-term devel opnent poli cies.

53. The I nternational Labour Conference's 1998 Decl arati on on Fundanenta
Principles and Rights at Wrk gave high priority to freedom of associati on and
the effective recognition of the right to collective bargaining. The

Commi ssion could help to ensure conpliance with its provisions.

54, M. RECALDE (Observer for Paraguay), referring to the report by the
Speci al Rapporteur on the adverse effects of the illicit novenment and dunping
of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights
(E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 46/ Add. 1) whi ch described her visit to Paraguay in June 1998,
said that, in the context of France/Paraguayan cooperation under the Base
Convention, a French expert mission had taken sanples of the contents of
barrels stored in the port of Asuncién in May 1998. |Its report, subnmitted to
the conpetent Paraguayan judicial authority, concluded that the products in
guestion presented serious risks to health and the environnment and recomended
specific neasures for their safe elimnation. H's Government woul d provide
all necessary assistance to the country's judiciary in its investigation of
the case and woul d take appropriate action once a judgenent had been given.

55. H s del egation thus endorsed the Special Rapporteur's appeal for
nati onal, regional and international preventive measures to halt the illega
dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products and for international judicia
assistance as well as her request to the alleged countries of origin of the

trade and any transit countries for full cooperation. It called on the
i ndustrialized countries to cooperate in elimnating toxic waste and in
detecting illicit traffic. As Paraguay was a | andl ocked country, stricter

controls by exporting and transit countries was essenti al

56. M. HASNUDI N (Cbserver for Malaysia) said he regretted that the report

of the independent expert on human rights and extrene poverty (E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 48)
had barely touched upon the issue of globalization (para. 126), while

enphasi zing in other passages the role of the international community in

eradi cating extreme poverty. It would have been better to conbine the two

i deas and state that international cooperation to eradicate extrene poverty
must constitute the humane face of globalization. The report should al so have
hi ghlighted the fact that, while globalization offered the opportunity to
eradi cate extreme poverty very rapidly, the resulting turbul ence rendered such
achi evenents both precarious and transient. The Asian financial crisis
denonstrated the truth of that statement.
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57. The i ndependent expert should be given the wi der mandate of covering
poverty at large. There should also be sone coll aboration between the Specia
Rapporteur on the right to education and the independent expert on the effects
of structural adjustnent policies with a viewto identifying common thenes.

58. M. PAPPA (Qbserver for Switzerland) said that, in an increasingly

i nt erdependent world, the freedom of action of individual States was
restricted and the inpact of national policies was underm ned by factors
beyond their control. Although the enjoynment of economc, social and cultura
ri ghts depended on the international econony and was sonetinmes hard to
reconcile with the free play of market forces, there were two basic principles
to be borne in mnd: the preservation of human dignity depended on respect
for such rights and all human rights were universal, indivisible and

i nterdependent. States bore primary responsibility for establishing nationa
and international conditions conducive to the enjoynent of all rights.

59. H s Government wel conmed the appoi ntment of an i ndependent expert on
human rights and extrenme poverty, an issue to which it gave priority inits
devel opnent cooperation progranmes. It also wel conmed the appoi ntnment of a

Speci al Rapporteur on the right to education and endorsed the concl usi ons of
her prelimnary report (E/CN. 4/1999/49). The right to free primary education
was a key conmponent of Sw ss devel opnent policy, both at home and abroad.

60. He agreed with the Special Rapporteur that education called for a
long-termcomitnment. An in-depth study was necessary to identify the nature
and scope of the right to education in the |ight of international human rights
law. A pragmatic approach woul d produce practical results, facilitating the

i mpl enentation of the right to education within countries and in cooperation
policies, and shedding |ight on possibilities and difficulties relating to the
enj oynent of other econom c, social and cultural rights.

61. M. REVA (Observer for Ukraine) said that the pronotion of econom ¢ and
social rights was a particularly sensitive issue for many countries, including
his own, that were engaged in a process of structural adjustnment and econom c
reform The obligations incurred at the Wrld Summt for Social Devel opnent,
while not |egally binding, constituted strong ethnical and noral inperatives.
The speci al session of the General Assenbly on the followup to the Sunmt
woul d test the capacity of the international comunity and individual States
to respond effectively to current challenges. It should pay special attention
to the social inmpact of globalization, an integrated approach to poverty

eradi cation, and the enhancenent of enployment and social cohesion through the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights. H's Government would continue to
honour its Sunmit obligations and take an active part in the preparations for
t he speci al session.

62. Ukr ai ne, which was making the difficult transition froma centrally

pl anned to a market economy, was taking consistent action to ensure socia
protection, particularly for the nost vul nerabl e groups, through a system of
speci al services at different adm nistrative |levels. To strengthen politica
stability, the country's | egal systemwas being inproved, particularly in the
area of human rights and fundanental freedons. The CGovernnment's efforts were,
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however, hanpered by a lack of funds. He trusted that the United Nations
system woul d continue to provide technical assistance to economes in
transition in accordance with the rel evant General Assenbly resolutions.

63. Referring to the Secretary-General's report on human rights and the
environnment (E/ CN. 4/1999/89), he regretted that nost of the organizations of
the United Nations systemhad failed to respond to the request for comrents,
the nore so as the special session of the Ceneral Assenbly on Agenda 21 had
denonstrated the vital inportance of the question for sustainable devel opment.

64. M. M KHNEVICH (Cbserver for Belarus) said it was regrettable that the
violation of civil or political rights produced a nuch pronpter world reaction
than the violation of econom c, social and cultural rights, to which nost
Governments paid mere |ip-service. The experience gained in the protection of
civil and political rights could, however, be applied to that of econom c
soci al and cul tural rights.

65. Governnments with economies in transition faced particular difficulties
in providing the financial means for their social programes. |n Belarus,
revenue had fallen but the social budget had not, as the Governnment attenpted
to keep the sharp differentiations in living standards under control and

al l eviate hardshi p. Sonme 15 per cent of GDP went on social progranmes.

Mor eover, existing |legislation conferred the right to invalidity benefit
following illness or an accident at worKk.

66. On the whole, the country's cultural traditions had been kept alive; it
was hoped that inproved funding would bring access to cultural services to
nor e peopl e.

67. M. HUSSAIN (Observer for Iraq) said that the conprehensive enbargo
i nposed on the suffering lIraqi people since August 1990, depriving them
of their basic needs, was unparalleled in cruelty and invol ved fl agrant
violations of collective and individual human rights. It had led to the
death of nore than a mllion children from di sease and mal nutrition and

a high incidence of disease anong the popul ation at |arge.

68. The recent United States and United Ki ngdom aggression, targeting the
very infrastructure of the Iraqgi econony, had no basis in |aw and shoul d be
vi gorously condemmed. It should be asked, in particular, why it had been
necessary to destroy the oil punping station and refineries in Basra. The
humani tari an situation had reached such a pitch that the Conm ssion and

the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts could no |onger remain silent.

M. Denis Halliday, who had resigned his post as Assistant Secretary-Genera
since he had been unable to bear the humanitarian scandal, had stated in
February 1999 that children were still dying at the rate of 5,000-6, 000

per month, owing to the |ack of basic nedicines, and 30 per cent of al
children suffered frommalnutrition.

69. Monsi gnor BERTELLO (Cbserver for the Holy See) said that the various
i nternational human rights instruments had created a climate in which the
enj oyment of human rights was seen not as a nmere aspiration but as an

attai nable goal. In nost of the world, however, that goal had not yet been
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reached. Christian social doctrine taught that all people were nenbers of one
famly and should forma true community. All, therefore, ought to have the
sanme opportunities to devel op their potenti al

70. Moder n devel opnments were such that nmultilateral cooperation and
political will were required to find ways of neeting the needs of the whole
people and not just of a mnority. Structural adjustnent policies had exacted
a heavy price fromthe poor, with rising prices, greater unenployment and cuts
in health and education spending. The international comrunity shoul d
therefore aimnot only at inproving material conditions but also at

strengt heni ng social structures. At the sane tinme, the poor thenselves had a
decisive role to play in realizing their rights without waiting for outside
hel p. The struggl e agai nst poverty and for devel opnment had to respect the
dignity of the human being.

71. M. AL GH RAHNY (Observer for the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that

one objective of international |aw was to enable humankind to realize its
aspirations. Peoples should cultivate good relations and cooperation in order
to find solutions to the problenms of economic, social and cultural rights.
Action that ran counter to such principles should be condemmed, as shoul d
specifically the violations by certain countries of the sovereignty of other
countries, which was an integral part of the body of human rights.

72. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts had appealed to States to avoid
uni l ateral coercive nmeasures which woul d hanper devel opnent and thwart the
cause of human rights. That appeal had not been heeded, however. The actions
of the world' s nost powerful nation had had a negative inpact on econom c
relations and free trade. A country's econonmy was central to its life, so an
attack on it was an attack on human rights. H's country had been targeted for
nearly 20 years by the United States of Anmerica and had suffered accordingly.
When, however, a cooperative approach was adopted, the progress achieved was
tangi bl e.

73. M. MASUKU (Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations)
said that the Wrld Food Sunmt Plan of Action provided the blueprint for
creating conditions in which everyone could enjoy the right to food. 1In the
short term however, many of the over 800 mllion mal nouri shed people could
enjoy that right only through direct food assistance. The role of FAO was to
assist States in reaching their objectives in a practical way, nost
specifically through the indicators devel oped under the Food I|Insecurity and
Vul nerability Informati on Mapping System Information at the national and

i nternational |evels about who was food insecure, and why, should be seen as a
tool for action rather than an end in itself, however. Internationa

organi zati ons should be ready to |l end assi stance in a coordi nated way, for

i nstance by establishing food safety nets.

74. The fiftieth anniversary of the Geneva Conventions should be marked by
focusing attention on the right to food in situations of armed conflict.
Agenci es shoul d make a concerted effort to ensure that food aid could be
delivered in full respect for human dignity. Humanitarian access should be

i nsisted upon as a legal obligation of States where they were unable or
unwilling to provide food thenmselves. Mre than 20 countries had incorporated
the right to food into their constitutions, but none of them had adopted
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specific legislation to give effect to those provisions. It was tinme to | ook
at practical ways in which the right to food could be inplenented at the
nati onal | evel

75. M. MAMDOUHI (Cbserver for the Islamc Republic of Iran) said that, in
the three decades since the Proclamati on of Tehran had stated that the ful
realization of civil and political rights w thout the enjoynment of economic,
social and cultural rights was inmpossible, no effective steps to promte and
i npl enent the latter had been taken. Somewhat |ater, the World Conference on
Human Ri ghts had called upon States to refrain fromany unil ateral coercive
measures not in accordance with international |aw and the Charter of the

Uni ted Nati ons.

76. However, international econom c relations showed no sign of inprovenent
and unil ateral coercive neasures agai nst sovereign States continued to hanper
free and natural econom c and trade relations. The international financia
institutions and trade organi zations had a grave responsibility to create a
favourabl e econonmic environnment. The obstructionist attitude of certain
countries prevented devel opi ng countries fromparticipating fully in the
econom ¢ arena by becom ng nenbers of the WO

77. Anot her nmaj or obstacle to devel oping countries' enjoynment of their
economi c, social and cultural rights was the burden of foreign debt. It was a
matter of concern that, notw thstanding the commitments by devel oped countries
to cancel, reduce or reschedule the foreign debt of devel oping countries, no
positive action had so far been taken in that regard.

78. M. VAN DER HEI JDEN (Observer for the Netherlands) having endorsed the
statement by the representative of Germany on behal f of the European Union
said that the question of how best to protect economc, social and cultura
rights exercised the mnds of many CGovernnents, in view of the fact that
alnost a billion people were hungry and nore than a billion had no access to a
safe, clean water supply. H's Governnent believed that the specialized
agencies and financial institutions should have greater prom nence in
undertaki ng gl obal action; over the decades they had devel oped great expertise
and knowl edge with respect to the problem of realizing econonmc, social and
cultural rights. It was high time that such rights were mainstreaned

t hroughout the United Nations system \While Governnents bore the ultimte
responsibility for their inplenentation, devel opnment cooperation nade a direct
contribution to the eradication of hunger and illiteracy.

79. M. DO NASCI MENTO PEDRO (Observer for Brazil) said he noted with

pl easure the greater attention being paid to an agenda item which, some years
earlier, had seened nori bund. He wel coned the appointnment of a Specia
Rapporteur on foreign debt, who would be able to open up new ways of
approaching the issue. He also commended the work of the Special Rapporteur
on the adverse affects of the illicit nmovement of toxic and dangerous products
and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights; her visit to Brazil had been a
fruitful one and his Governnment was eager to nove beyond words and give
practical effect to her recomrendations. At its future sessions, the

Conmi ssi on shoul d devote nore discussion to the issue.

80. Ms. MLLER (United Nations Children's Fund) said that the right to
education was reaffirmed by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
nmost widely ratified of all human rights treaties. Education was a
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fundamental human right, not a nere aspiration or a favour; it was the
responsi bility of Governments, communities and famlies to give children the
opportunity to develop their full potential. For countless nunbers of
children, however, it was still a distant and unknown concept. UN CEF coul d
not be passive in the face of the facts that one sixth of humanity was stil
illiterate, that 130 million children did not attend school, and that

250 million children were exploited through | abour and often |eft wthout
educati on.

81. Wher e education was envisaged as a priority in the national agenda, it
had been possible to achieve good results and devel op a child-centred,

rel evant, inclusive and gender-sensitive system All children should have
equal access to and opportunities for education, which should take place in a
vi ol ence-free environnent. Special attention should be given to the npst

vul nerabl e groups, who had often been left on the margins of the education
system

82. Most inportantly, the issue of sex discrimnation needed to be tackled,
since the majority of children left out of school were girls and the enrol ment
gap between boys and girls was still very high. To that end, stereotyped and

gender - bi ased school books and materials should be elimnated, safe and

heal thy conditions should be prompted in schools and awareness of the issue
shoul d be encouraged. Such steps had al ready been taken in sone countries to
the benefit of their econom c and social devel opnent. |Investnent in education
was a reaffirmation of the conmtnment to human rights.

83. M. GASPARD (Observer for Haiti), having welcomed the fact that the
Commi ssi on was devoting special attention to the effects of structura

adj ustment policies on the enjoynment of human rights, said that, in the
context of econom c |iberalization and conpetition between nultinationa
corporations, it was difficult for sone devel oping countries to guarantee
their people's econom c, social and cultural rights. The structura

adj ustment policies inmposed on themtended to di sadvantage the already

di sadvant aged and statistics showed that the percentage of poor people in
Latin Anerica and Africa had risen. A second effect was that countries had
lost their ability to choose their own devel opnent policies.

84. Civil and political rights were also affected by structural adjustnent
policies: excessive econonmic |liberalization could create tensions causing
Governments to reduce political freedoms. The key to devel opment was said to
be foreign investnent, yet such investnent required political stability. He
guesti oned whether stability could coexist with a structural adjustnment
programe and whet her a good econom c perfornmance could be achi eved wi t hout

i mpi ngi ng on human rights.

85. It was a dilemm which only a sincere social dialogue could resolve.
Structural adjustment policies nust serve not only nmarket forces but also the
public interest. The new Government of his country therefore intended, in
pursui ng a noderni zati on programe for public enterprises, to negotiate
greater flexibility in the application of the programme with its multilatera
and bilateral partners, involving themin determ ning and funding the measures
required.

The neeting rose at 6 p. m




