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Self-determination in territories under | ndonesian contro

Backar ound

1. I nternational Educational Devel opnent has been monitoring the situation
in Indonesia, especially since President Suharto resigned in May 1998 after
mass protests and rioting against his Governnment. New President B. J. Habibie
began a period of partial reformand investigation into abuses of the

I ndonesi an reginme. Elections are now planned for 8 June 1999. Areas under

I ndonesian rule that had |ong clainmed the right to self-determ nation have
begun new initiatives with the aimof realizing their independence. At the
sanme time, these areas are engulfed in civil unrest and conmunal viol ence.
This statenent presents the situation in three of these areas: East Ti nor,

t he Mol uccas and Acheh.

East Ti nor

2. East Tinor was a Portuguese colony for over 300 years. |In 1975, as
Portugal was preparing to grant independence to East Tinor, the |Indonesian
arny invaded and, in 1976, annexed it. The United Nations never recognized
I ndonesi an sovereignty over East Tinmor. Until the resignation of Suharto,
there was continuous arnmed conflict between the Tinorese National Liberation
Front (FRETILIN) and Indonesian forces. |In addition to w despread viol ations
of humanitarian | aw, the |Indonesian authorities brutally oppressed the
Tinmorese (nurders, torture, arbitrary arrests and the |ike) docunented in
numer ous reports of the Commr ssion's rapporteurs and worki ng groups and
numer ous non-gover nnental organi zations. |ndonesia also began a | arge
programe of settling Javanese people in East Tinor.

3. Shortly after taking control of the Government, President Habibie, in
conjunction with United Nations nedi ator Jansheed Marker, began di scussions
with the | eadership of East Tinor while rel easing sone Tinorese politica
prisoners. In January 1999, the detention of Tinorese |eader Jose Gusnao
(Xanana) was changed to “special detention” in a house. |Indonesia stopped
sending settlers to East Tinor. On 27 January 1999, President Habi bie
announced that the CGovernnent of Indonesia would consider giving East Tinor
its independence if its proposal for “special autonomy” was rejected in a
speci al referendum At present there are continuing clashes between pro- and
anti-independence factions in East Tinor, with the Javanese settlers formng
the majority of persons on the island favouring |Indonesian rule.

The Mbdl uccas (Republik Ml uku)

4, The Ml uccas, independent for much of its long history, was part of the
Net herl ands East Indies. At the conclusion of the Netherlands' colonia

enpire in the area, the considerabl e unrest throughout the Netherl ands

East Indies pronpted the United Nations to establish the Security Counci
Committee of Good Offices (1947-1949) and then the Security Council Conm ssion
for Indonesia (1949-1955). A key concern of the Netherlands and the

United Nations was the fate of the fornerly independent conmponents of the
Dutch Enpire. After several prelimnary agreenents - the Linggadjat

Agreenent of 25 March 1947 and the Renville Agreenment of 1948 are the mgjor
ones - the Netherlands, the Javanese | eadership and the United Nations
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approved the Round Tabl e Conference Agreenents in Novenber 1949

(69 UNT.S.3). Article 2 of the Third Agreenent (Transitional Measures)

gi ves the conponent parts of what was to be the new nation of Indonesia the
right to “opt out”, first by providing for a plebiscite to determne if a
region wanted to forma separate conmponent state (paragraph 1) and second by
providing for the right to negotiate for separate status (paragraph 2).

5. The Ml uccas “opted out” in 1950, declaring the Republik Ml uku Sel at an
In July and Septenber of that year, Javanese forces invaded the Ml uccas and
mlitarily annexed it. The Ml uccan people resisted and fornmed arnmed units
to try to repel the Javanese. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s there was

wi despread unrest. |In 1966 the Mdl uccan | eader, Chris Sounokil, was captured
and sumarily execut ed.

6. The I ndonesi an authorities began | arge-scale settlement progranmres that
continue today. The clashes between Ml uccan defenders and | ndonesian forces
have continued, although sporadically. Many Ml uccans have fled the islands
seeki ng asylum fromthe oppressive Javanese reginme. Well-docunented abuses
have included sterilization of Mluccan girls and wonmen, detention, torture
and summary executions. The past few years have been exceptionally difficult
for the Mbluccans.

7. The Ml uccan people actively work for the realization of

sel f-determ nation both in the Mdl uccas and abroad: they have fornmed
provi si onal governnments and have devel oped internati onal representation

Al t hough the Habi bi e Governnent is now negotiating the status of East Tinor,
there have been no di scussions about the conponent parts, such as the

Mol uccas, that exercised their right to “opt out” only to be brutally overrun
and oppressed. In fact, since Habibie assuned the Presidency the situation in
the Ml uccas has deteriorated dramatically and the issue of self-determnation
has been i gnored.

8. Current violence in the Ml uccas involves cl ashes between the Javanese
settlers and the Ml uccan peopl e which npost observers claimare instigated by
the Indonesian authorities to stifle any discussion of self-rule in the

Mol uccas and to affect the June elections. Human rights organi zati ons such
as Mena Muria Foundation and others attest that the Ml uccans and the
“transm grants” have lived in relative peace for many years, in spite of the
ainms of the Mdluccans for self-rule. Recently, the Indonesian authorities
have been breaki ng apart that peace by granting Javanese better jobs and

gi ving them | ands seized from Mol uccans. More disturbingly, there is a
pattern of attacks on places of worship to exacerbate the communal viol ence:
to date nine Ml uccan Christian churches and six mpbsques have been destroyed,
al l egedly by provocateurs. Christian houses in eight villages have been
burned down. Wonmen and children have been brutally attacked. This current
vi ol ence, which started in Arbon, has now spread to many other areas in the
south and sout h-east of the islands. Mre than 100 are believed dead: the
Mena Muri a Foundation al one has registered 70 deaths in the past severa

nmont hs.
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Acheh

9. In 1873 the Netherlands issued a formal declaration of war and began an
i nvasion of the kingdom of Acheh in the northern part of Sumatra. The
Achenese resisted and in 1942 the Dutch finally abandoned the attenpt.

Al t hough never a conponent part of the Netherlands East |ndies, Acheh was
considered to be bound by the Round Tabl e Conference Agreenents and therefore
able to “opt out” of the new country of |Indonesia. However, the Javanese
forci bly annexed Acheh shortly after gaining i ndependence fromthe

Net herl ands. Resistance to Javanese/lndonesian rule has been a feature of
Acheh for the past 50 years.

10. In 1976 the Acheh-Sumatra National Liberation Front (Acheh Merdeka -
Free Acheh) was founded as an arned resistance group under the | eadership of
Tengku Hasan M di Tiro, who has been in exile for many years. 1In the |ong

struggl e agai nst the Indonesian forces, the people of Acheh have |ost as many
as 50,000 with 100,000 wounded. Many thousands have di sappeared with a recent
estimate put at 40,000 in the past nine years alone. |n August 1998,

Presi dent Habi bi e ordered the renoval of Indonesian conbat troops from Acheh
and the mlitary commander issued a formal apology for the atrocities carried
out in Acheh. A special commission authorized to investigate human rights
violations in all of Indonesia reported at |east nine nmass grave sites in
Acheh. At present, there is nuch violence in Acheh with civilians retaliating
agai nst soldiers for atrocities and soldiers fighting back

Concl usi on

11. The situation in the Mluccas, Acheh and East Tinmor cannot be resol ved
wi t hout addressing the underlying and very strong claimto self-determ nation
by the people and their | eadership in these three areas. The United Nations
system as a whole and the Comm ssion in particular must undertake serious
study of the whole question of the former Dutch and Portuguese colonies in the
area and the intentions set out in the Round Tabl e Conference Agreenents and
ot her relevant international instruments. Failure to respond with ful

respect for the principle of self-determnation will doomthe area to even

| onger arnmed conflict and the tragic | oss of nore lives. Accordingly,

I nternational Educational Devel opnent strongly urges the Comm ssion to appoint
a special representative to nonitor the election process in Indonesia and to
protect the self-determ nation rights of the people of East Tinor, the

Mol uccas and Acheh.



