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1. The massive violation of the human rights and fundanmental freedons of

i ndi genous peopl es as peoples are grievously reflected in the inpunity with
whi ch Governments viol ate indi genous persons' individual human rights. This
truth is well reflected in the agenda sub-itementitled “Torture and
detention”.

2. Too many times is the arbitrary detention of indigenous defenders

of indigenous human rights treated as a common crime, as though divorced
fromthe actions of the State. For exanple, in Septenmber 1998,

Chi ef Adrian Esquino Lisco, the spiritual |eader of ANIS, the Nationa

I ndi genous Associ ation of El Sal vador, was arrested by nmen in plain clothes,
taken out of the jurisdiction and held and charged in another Departnment with
the m suse of ANIS funds and resources. The | ocal police and | ocal courts,
under whose jurisdiction these charges fell, were not consulted.

3. The charges were based upon the State's decision to award the juridica
recognition of ANIS to others nore in synpathy with the Governnment. But
because of urgent appeals fromall corners of the globe Chief Lisco was

rel eased, and |l ater the charges agai nst himwere conpletely dism ssed. But
the juridical recognition of Chief Lisco as the legitinmte |eader of ANIS
remains in the courts of El Salvador. Thus, the State's dispute with ANIS was
and continues to be over the right of indigenous peoples to their traditiona

| ands.

4, On 3 January 1999, Victor Mnuel Diaz, a 19-year-old Sal vadoran Nahuat
street merchant, was ki dnapped. Hi s captors repeatedly tel ephoned his famly
asking for ransom threatening himwth violent death. M. Diaz is an active
supporter of Chief Lisco, and his famly has long-standing ties and | oyalties
to AN S.

5. It is doubtful that the hunble famly of a street nerchant can raise any
ransom Hi s kidnapping can only be attributed to his and his famly's
activismon behalf of ANIS and their |arge and vocal protest against

Chief Lisco's arbitrary detention

6. There is no doubt that the victins of arbitrary detentions are not only
the unfortunate individuals that are taken, but include the famlies, who many
times are forced into desperate poverty as a result of the loss of the
earnings of the victimand who live in desperate fear for their |oved one, as
wel | as other menmbers of the famly. Chief Adrian Lisco has related to us the
angui sh of sl eepless nights, the torture of concern not for hinmself but for
the safety and well-being of his children and their famlies.

7. The International Indian Treaty Council (11TC) also brings to the
attention of the Comm ssion on Human Rights the situation of the Chinanteco
peopl es, now of Veracruz, Mexico, relocated fromtheir traditional |ands and
territories in Caxaca, Mexico, and the inprisonment of their |eader

Juan Zanora Gonzal ez, and his brother Marcos Zanora Gonzal ez.

8. In 1972, the Mexican Federal Government, under the direction of
President Luis Echeverria Alvarez, ordered the construction of the Cerro de
Oro damin San Lucas Qitlan, OGaxaca. The proposed dam woul d control the
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Papal oapan river, inundating the region of San Luis Qitlan, forcing the
rel ocati on of 5,000 indigenous Chinanteco fanmilies.

9. The Mexi can Governnent has failed for 27 years to conply with its
prom ses, in spite of repeated requests to negotiate and finally resolve the
Chi nanteco forced relocation. In response, the indigenous Chi nantecos and

Zoques of Uxpanapa Vall ey founded the Uxpanapa | ndi genous Council (ClUX) on

28 Cctober 1994. As an autononous grass-roots indi genous organization, ClUX s
m ssion was to further Mexican federal and state governnent conpliance with
the presidential decrees concerning the Chinanteco rel ocation and
conpensation. At CIUX' s first election, 1,572 delegates from 72 ejidos

unani nously el ected Juan Zanora Gonzéal ez as ClUX s President.

10. I nstead of addressing the |long-standing unfulfilled prom ses, the
Government has declared that the land on which the Benito Juarez Pobl ado

No. 1 Chinantecos now reside as a result of the 1972 rel ocation, now bel onged
to the Carolina Anaya | ejido instead. The Governnent has ordered the renoval
of the Chinantecos from Pobl ado No. 1 despite the presidential decree granting
that land to the Chinantecos as part of their 1972 relocation. To add insult
to injury, Juan Zanora Gonzal ez and his brother were arrested on 3 May 1997.
Mar cos Zanora's only crinme, apparently, is that he is related to Juan

11. On 2 Decenber 1997, the |11 TC submitted a comruni cation to the Wrking
Group on Arbitrary Detention concerning Juan and Marcos Zanora Gonzalez. On
8 April 1998, the 11 TC again conmuni cated with the Wrking G oup,

suppl enenting our initial comunication with additional docunentation. W

al so requested informati on on the status of our initial comrunication. W

evi denced great concern for the failing health of Juan Zanora, as well as
concern for both these prisoners of conscience due to the long period of their
arbitrary detention.

12. These commruni cati ons were presented on behalf of the Congreso Naci ona

I ndigena (CNI'), a congress of indigenous comunities and organi zati ons,

i ncl udi ng the indigenous community of Uxpanapa, Veracruz, Mexico; the Consejo
I ndi gena de Uxpanapa, an indigenous organi zation of the same place, as well as
the son of Juan Zanora Gonzal ez, who hinsel f is being sought by the Mexican
authorities.

13. Juan Zampora is still detained arbitrarily. He is being subjected to
four different crimnal processes in four different jurisdictions: two
different federal and two state (Veracruz and Caxaca). He is charged with
false inmprisonnent and injury to three Veracruz state officials, as well as
the federal crimes of sabotage, harmtowards the nation, and attacks agai nst
conmuni cati ons |ines.

14. In a recent letter to the I1TC, also communicated to the Working G oup
M. Zampora related the pain of his continued unjustified and arbitrary
detention, and the nonetary costs of defending the charges, including the
presentation of evidence and wi tnesses and four different attorneys in four
different jurisdictions. H's defence has been such an enornous expense that
he can no | onger feed hinmself in prison, nor provide for his famly.
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15. The Working Group has many tines nmade the point that in arbitrary
detentions, the famlies of victinms are thenselves victimzed. M. Zanora and
hi s brother have been held in prison, denied bail, and made to answer these
charges since 3 May 1997. They have been detai ned, w thout any resol ution of
their inmprisonnment by | ocal processes, for alnpst two years!

16. In his letter M. Zanpora al so describes the conditions of his
i mpri sonment, and the food provided to prisoners, as unsanitary and vile.

17. The Worki ng Group has pointed out on many occasions that | ocal processes
t hensel ves, when they fail to resolve an inprisonment within a reasonable
period of time, indicate an arbitrary detention. The very nature of the
charges agai nst Juan Zanora Gonzal ez thensel ves denponstrate the arbitrariness
of the detention.

18. It has only been a few nonths since the fiftieth anniversary of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts. Throughout the worl d peopl e gathered
to cel ebrate the noble aspirations of the international community. No doubt
the work of the United Nations has raised the consciousness of humanity in
that violations of human rights are no | onger considered |egitimte exercises
of a State's power. Lamentably, the task of ensuring that States curb
impunity and their excesses remains as profoundly needed as it was in 1948.

19. Wth regard to the kidnapping of Victor Manuel Diaz, we call upon the
Sal vadoran authorities to fully investigate his case, to secure his speedy and
safe rel ease, and to punish the perpetrators to the full extent of the | aw

20. In the case of Mexico, the Il TC relates to the Commission its great
concern not only for Juan and Marcos Zanora Gonzal ez, but for the state of
human rights and fundanental freedons in Mexico.

21. Al t hough we understand that because of international pressures,

i ncl udi ng concerns raised by the Secretary-CGeneral and the H gh Commi ssi oner
for Human Rights, the International Conmittee of the Red Cross has been
invited to attend to the needs of the thousands of internally displaced

i ndi genous peopl es of Chiapas, other international human rights defenders and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons are denied entry and are being deported. Human
rights and fundamental freedonms are not merely an internal concern but an

i nternational concern, as evidenced by the International Bill of Human Ri ghts
and the work of the Commi ssion.

22. We call upon the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to fulfil its
mandate with regard to the arbitrary detentions of Juan and Marcos Zanora
Gonzal ez.

23. Because of our great concern for the indigenous peoples of Mexico, and

Chiapas in particular, we also call upon the Comm ssion to seriously consider
t he appoi ntment of a special rapporteur for Mexico.



