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| nt roduction

1. At its fifty-fourth session, the Commi ssion on Human Rights in its
resolution 1998/51 on integrating the human rights of wonmen throughout the
United Nations system referring inter alia to the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23) and the Beijing Platformfor Action

(A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. |) enphasized that the goal of mainstream ng a gender
perspective was to achi eve gender equality and that that included ensuring
that all United Nations activities integrate the human rights of wonmen. The
Commi ssion al so called upon all relevant actors to inplenent agreed
concl usi ons 1997/ 2 of the Econom c and Social Council through such measures as
t he adopti on of gender-mainstreamni ng policies, the inprovenent of tools for
gender nmainstream ng, the establishnment of instrunents and mechani sns for

noni toring and eval uation and the creation of accountability nmechanisns for
gender mainstreaming. 1In line with paragraph 231 (g) of the Beijing Platform
for Action, the Conm ssion also called for further strengthening of
cooperation and coordi nati on between the Conm ssion on Human Rights and the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Whnen and between the O fice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights and the Division for the Advancenent of Wbnen in
order to pronmote nmore effectively wonen’s human rights.

2. In the sanme resolution, the Comm ssion requested all human rights
treaty bodi es, special procedures and ot her human rights mechani snms of the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts and the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities regularly and systematically to
take a gender perspective into account in the inplementation of their
mandates, and to include in their reports information on and qualitative

anal ysis of violations of human rights of women and girls, and encouraged the
strengt heni ng of cooperation and coordination in this regard. The Com ssion
al so drew attention to the need to devel op practical strategies to inplenent
t he recomendati ons contained in the report of the expert group neeting on the
devel opnent of guidelines for the integration of a gender perspective into
human rights activities and progranmes (E/ CN. 4/1996/ 105, annex).

3. The present report is submtted in accordance w th Conm ssion
resolution 1998/ 51 and summari zes steps that have been taken to integrate
gender perspectives fully into the United Nations human rights system It
updates the reports submtted in 1997 and 1998 on the same issue
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 40 and E/CN. 4/1998/49 and Add.1). It deals with the concept of
gender mai nstream ng, and considers the various steps and initiatives taken by
the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, human rights bodies,
treaty nmonitoring bodies and human rights nmechani sns for that purpose.

. MAI NSTREAM NG GENDER PERSPECTI VES

4, The Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts and the international human rights instrunents are all based on the
fundanmental principle of non-discrimnation: everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedons set forth in these instruments, w thout distinction of any
ki nd, such as race, colour, sex, |language, religion, political or other

opi nion, national or social origin, birth or status.
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5. VWi le the principle of non-discrimnation is a widely accepted norm
sonme aspects of it have proved easier to inplenment than others. The
elimnation of discrimnation on the ground of sex still remains far from

bei ng attai ned despite gains made in the field of human rights. The

i nternational comunity has recogni zed the inadequacy of neasures taken for
the promotion and protection of the human rights of wonen at the internationa
level. As the extent of this inadequacy becones nore apparent, nmeasures to
counter its effects are being undertaken. The guiding principle behind these
efforts is mainstream ng gender perspectives, which was first formul ated at
the Worl d Conference on Human Rights in 1993.

6. The World Conference on Human Rights set as a priority for Governnments
and the United Nations the achievenent of the full and equal enjoynent by
wonen of all human rights. The World Conference on Human Ri ghts, by devoting
particular attention to the question of gender inequality in the ful

enj oynent of human rights has clearly acknow edged that wonen's rights are
human rights. It has also pronoted the concept that the human rights of women
are an inalienable part of universal human rights. As such they form an
integral part of the human rights activities of the United Nations, including
the promotion of all human rights instrunments relating, directly or
indirectly, to wonen. The Vienna Conference enphasi zed the need for
Governments and the United Nations to nake the full and equal participation of

worren in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life, at the
nati onal, regional and international |evels, and the eradication of all forns
of discrimnation on grounds of sex a priority goal of their policies. It

al so underlined the inportance of the integration and full participation of
wonen as both agents and beneficiaries in the devel opnent process.

7. Mai nstream ng i nvolves the placing of an issue within the pre-existing
institutional, academ c and di scursive framework. It is the opposite of

mar gi nal i zati on and, as such, is an appropriate way to characterize the

obj ective of gender-perspective integration.

8. Not only does the issue need to be placed within pre-existing
structures, it needs to be a constant consideration which is central to every
aspect of the work of that structure. The aimof mainstreanm ng wonen's rights
is to ensure that the inevitable social construction of nen's and wonen's
respective roles does not permt a discrimnatory bias which subordinates
worren to men or places wonmen in any kind of inferior position

9. Gender mminstreamng is thus the process of bringing an awareness of the
status of women into the public arena. In the field of human rights, this
primarily involves realizing that there is a gender dinmension to every
occurrence of a human rights violation. Secondarily, it involves increasing
wonen's participation in the nechani snms dedicated to protecting and pronoting
human rights. Mreover, coordination and cooperation between the different
parts of the United Nations system nmust be strengthened if mainstreaming is to
have a | asting inpact on the way human rights work is executed.

10. The integration of gender concerns was reconmended at all recent gl oba
conferences, with a strong enphasis by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
and the Fourth World Conference on Wonen. The Fourth World Conference on
Worren reaffirned that the human rights of wonen and of the girl child are an
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i nal i enabl e, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights and
established a nunber of specific strategic objectives to ensure that wonen
enjoy their full human rights. The Beijing Declaration and Platformfor
Action restated and forcefully encouraged gender-sensitive anal yses of human
rights activity.

11. In its resolution 52/100, the Ceneral Assenbly called once again upon
States, the United Nations systemand all other actors to inplenment the
Platformfor Action, in particular by pronoting an active and visible policy
of mainstream ng a gender perspective at all levels, including in the design
moni toring and evaluation of all policies and programmes in order to ensure
effective inplementation of all critical areas of concern of the Platformfor
Action. Subsequent paragraphs highlight the need for programmes of this kind
to be allocated separate resources and for enhanced international cooperation
in gender-related issues in order to ensure effective inplenentation

12. It should be recalled that the United Nations systemw de nmedi umterm
plan for the advancenent of wonen 1996-2001, which was submitted to the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council and endorsed in Council resolution 1996/ 34,
stressed the inportance of collaborative action in relation to assisting

i ndi vidual countries to translate the outconme of the conferences and summts
into concrete national policies and progranmes. The plan follows the
structure of the Platformfor Action adopted in Beijing. Mst of the

partici pati ng organi zations and entities of the United Nations system
approached the advancenent of wonmen through mai nstream ng gender concerns into
the full range of their activities. Sone comritted thenselves to support
programes specifically targeted at wonen while others adopted the advancenent
and empower nent of women and the achi evenmrent of wonmen's equality as their
primary focus. Basically, all entities of the United Nations are, to varying
degrees and in their specific areas of concern, participating in activities to
i mpl enment the Beijing Platformfor Action

13. In general, the three main areas of the United Nations systemw de
activities requiring collaboration are devel opment of international standards
and norns, policy formulation, and advice and operational programres. Actions
and nmeans enployed in their support include information collection and

dat abase devel opnent; research and anal ysis; operational activities, such as
advi sory services, technical assistance and training; and public information
and outreach. As stated in the systemw de plan a great nunber of

organi zations in the United Nations systemconmtted thensel ves to pronote and
to advocate wonen's full and equal enjoynment of all human rights and to
advocate in particular the rights-based approach to the advancement of wonen
in such areas as enployment, education, violence agai nst wonen and heal th and
reproductive rights, as well as in the devel opment activities.

14. A report of the Secretary-Ceneral subnmitted to the Conmi ssion on the
Status of Wonen at its forty-second session in March 1998 (E/ CN. 6/1998/ 3)
reviewed and updated all initiatives taken by the organi zati ons of the
United Nations system which had conmitted thenselves to the systemw de pl an
The report, to which OHCHR, anong others, contributed, helped outline the
future directions of the work of all the organizations.
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15. Uni ted Nations organs, bodies and agencies were especially requested to
i npl enment the recomendati ons of the Declaration and Platformfor Action. The
Platform for Action rmakes specific reference to the role of the Ofice of the
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, the Conmi ssion on the Status of Whnen, the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, the treaty nonitoring bodies, and advi sory

servi ces and techni cal assistance programes of other bodies where integration
and mai nstrean ng need to be a central concern

16. The action to be taken by Governments includes a range of practical and
systematic nmeasures directed at the full inplenmentation of human rights
instruments, the pronotion of human rights education, the creation of nationa
institutions for pronoting women's rights, the pronmotion of the human rights
of indigenous wonen, and the adoption of strategies for the mainstream ng of
gender perspectives through increased and strengthened efforts and
cooperation.

17. The inmportant challenge today is for the international human rights
systemto take gender fully into account in the devel opment and application of
nornms and procedures so that violations against wonmen and girls are clearly
identified and the protection offered under the |aw is adequate and equitabl e.

1. ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFI CE OF THE HI GH COW SSI ONER FOR HUMAN RI GHTS

18. This section gives a brief overview of the various steps and initiatives
undertaken by the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in
mai nstream ng gender perspectives.

19. OHCHR is intensifying its efforts, in coordination with the Division for
t he Advancenment of Wonen, to integrate a gender perspective in all human
rights activities and to help ensure that the human rights of wonen are

i ncluded as an inportant elenent of all activities of the system in line with
the agreed conclusions 1997/2 relating to gender mai nstreanm ng throughout the
United Nations system adopted by the Econonic and Soci al Counci |

20. Cooperation between the Division for the Advancenment of Wnen and OHCHR
is being maintained. |In that regard, a joint work plan for the Division and
the O fice has been agreed and submitted to both the Comm ssion on the Status
of Wonen and the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

21. OHCHR is finalizing a mssion statenent on gender and the human rights
of wonen which will identify action to be taken at three levels: (a) the

i ntegration of a gender perspective into all aspects of OHCHR with particul ar
attention being paid to policy devel opment, strategic planning and the setting
of priorities and objectives; (b) the active and broad participati on of wonen
inall fields of United Nations human rights activity; and (c) the initiation
of specific programres, special projects and activities aimng at integrating
gender and the human rights of wonen. The m ssion statenent is the
recognition of the fact that the human rights of wonen are an essential part
of the High Comm ssioner’s mandate

22. OHCHR pl aced the human rights of wonen at the centre of the
conmenorative activities for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights. The second information kit for the anniversary
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produced by the Ofice is entitled “Wnen’s R ghts, the Responsibility of
All”. The feature article of that kit exam nes and anal yses the role of the
United Nations in pronoting the human rights of women. The kit al so contains
information on the activities of the United Nations systemrelating to the
rights of wonmen which were carried out in 1998. |In addition, information on
activities for 1998 relating to the human rights of wonen was provi ded by
United Nations progranmes and rel evant inter-governnental and non-governnenta
or gani zati ons.

23. In the context of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the Hi gh Conm ssioner encouraged Governnents to ratify al
pertinent instruments and to withdraw reservations made to the Convention on
the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation against Wmen.

24. In the same context, the High Comm ssioner, in cooperation with the
Organi zation of the Islanm c Conference organized a sem nar entitled “Enriching
the universality of human rights: |Islanm c perspectives on the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts”, which took place on 9 and 10 Novenber 1998.
Three papers were submtted by experts on the human rights of wonen and the
status of women and their rights. The issue was di scussed extensively during
the sem nar’s debates.

25. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner has identified trafficking in women and children
for purposes of sexual exploitation as a priority issue and decided to focus
attention on trafficking in wonen and children, in particular in Central and
Eastern Europe and in South East-Asia, especially in Canbodia. OHCHR has
established an in-house working group on trafficking in order to identify the
nost effective role which it could take towards eradicating the practice. A
first neeting in August 1998, was attended by representatives of the

I nternational Labour Organization programre for the elimnation of child

| abour (1 PEC) and the International Organization for Mgration, who gave their
perspectives on the issue. Definitions of trafficking were reviewed, as were
t he human rights nechanisns dealing with trafficking and the potential role of
OHCHR in preventing, conbating and eradicating trafficking. Further neetings
were organi zed i n which non-governnental organizations actively participated.
They expressed their support for this initiative. Further to that initiative,
OHCHR has prepared a prelimnary proposal ainmed at supporting and
strengthening existing initiatives and at pronoting greater coordination of
the various activities in this area.

26. The Hi gh Commi ssioner informed the Wbrking G oup on Contenporary Forns
of Slavery at its twenty-third session (1998) of her decision to make the
question of trafficking in wonmen and children a priority of her Ofice. The
Wor ki ng Group decided to devote its next session to the question of
trafficking in persons. Supportive of the whole initiative, concerned

non- gover nment al organi zati ons decided to hold a sem nar on the traffic in
persons and the exploitation of the prostitution of others, an issue of
particul ar rel evance to wonen and girl children, prior to the session of the
Wor ki ng Group, to discuss ways and nmeans of reinforcing human rights

mechani sms dealing with the question. It is also worth mentioning that the
Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nogr aphy focused her mandate in 1998 on trafficking in children and in
1999, the Special Rapporteur on violence against wonren will do |ikew se.
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27. One of the inportant objectives of the Ofice is to ensure that
techni cal cooperation activities in the field of human rights include the
human rights of wonen and contribute to their pronotion. In 1997 OHCHR

comenced i npl ementati on of a project (developed jointly with the Division for
the Advancenent of Wonen) to integrate gender into its technical cooperation
programme. A thorough review of the programe fromthis perspective was

undertaken by a consultant recruited for that purpose. |In March 1998, an
expert group nmeeting was held to review the consultant’s findings and to
devel op recomrendations for future action. 1In addition to external experts,

the neeting included representatives of the Division for the Advancement of
Worren, UNI FEM UNFPA and I LO The reconmendations which emerged fromthis
meeting are currently under inplementation. Followup activities include the
devel opnent, in July 1998, of detailed guidelines on gender and the human
rights of wonmen for use by OHCHR staff and consultants in the preparation and
execution of all seminars and training activities. Simlar guidelines for
eval uating technical cooperation projects will be developed in the first
quarter of 1999. These guidelines will feed into ongoing efforts to inprove
t he net hodol ogy of the technical cooperation programe, including the revision
of training and support materials. They will also provide the basis for the
training of staff on gender and the human rights of wonen during 1999.

28. All training activities carried out as part of country projects under
the OHCHR technical cooperation programe continue to include sessions on the
human rights of wonen, with specific focus on concerns relevant to each

prof essi onal group addressed by the training (judges, police officers, nenbers
of non-governmental organizations, governnent officials and others). Such
training courses were carried out in 1998 in Argentina, Bhutan, Canbodi a,

El Sal vador, Nami bia, Nepal, Palestine, South Africa and Togo. Training

mat eri al s under preparation by OHCHR in support of technical cooperation
activities, in particular for prison officers, judges and | awers, and on
human rights nonitoring also include sections on the human rights of wonmen and
will be reviewed prior to publication to ensure that a gender perspective is
fully incorporated.

29. The guidelines referred to above have been shared with all OHCHR field
offices. Field nmanagenent and field officers will continue to be closely
involved in the further devel opment and refinenment of gender guidelines as
they relate to technical cooperation

30. An agreenent on cooperation between OHCHR and the O fice of the Specia
Representative of the Secretary-General in Bosnia and Herzegovi na was recently
concluded. The agreement identified gender issues as one of the priorities
for OHCHR action. A senior human rights officer was recently recruited by
OHCHR to address this issue by devel opi ng programes and policies to ensure

t hat gender and the human rights of wonmen are fully integrated into the work
of the Ofice and that of the other United Nations agencies active in Bosnia
and Herzegovi na.

31. The human rights of wonen are al so being addressed within the work of
OHCHR field offices, whether of a nonitoring, a technical assistance, or a

m xed nature. Efforts are being made both to integrate gender and the human
rights of wonmen into the overall work of the offices and to carry out
activities specifically focusing on these issues. I n Canbodi a, for exanple,
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the issue of the human rights of wonen cuts across the wi de range of areas in
which the Office is engaged: from assistance in legislative reformto the
adm ni stration of justice; fromsupport in neeting treaty reporting
obligations to education and training activities. The Ofice also provides
substantive and financial support to NGOs working in the area of wonen's
rights. In the annual reports of the Secretary-General to the Comm ssion and
the General Assenbly on the situation of human rights in Canbodia, the
situation of women is exanmined in a separate section

32. In El Sal vador, a gender advisor joined the Ofice staff with a viewto
ensuring the integration of gender and wonen’s concerns into its work. The
O fice has been assisting the Sal vadorean Parlianent in the devel opnent of new
| egi sl ati on on viol ence agai nst wonen; in conducting extensive training for
police and prison officers on how to deal with wonen victinms, and in

devel oping training materials on this subject.

33. In Palestine, the Ofice supported the establishnment of a wonen’s human
rights unit in a local non-governnmental organization, which is focusing on

| egal research and education to inprove the status of women in Pal estinian
society, and provision of legal aid to both individual women and wonen’s
groups. The Ofice is also assisting legislators and civil society

organi zations in the review of personal status legislation. |In addition, it
is participating in the United Nations |Inter-agency Gender Task Force, which
has been recently focusing its efforts on the organi zati on of a canpai gn on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen.

34. The human rights of wonmen are also regularly addressed in training
programes conducted by OHCHR for peacekeeping personnel. In 1998, these

i ncluded two training courses on peacekeepi ng and human rights jointly

organi zed by OHCHR, the Departnent of Peacekeeping Operations of the

United Nations (DPKO and the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssi oner
for Refugees (UNHCR) at the United Nations Staff College Project in Turin
Italy, and a six-nonth training programre for the International Police Task
Force in Bosnia and Herzegovi na. Through such training, it is sought to
sensitize United Nations peacekeepi ng personnel to their own behavi our which
could potentially violate the human rights of wonmen in the countries of
operation, as well as to stress ways in which peacekeepi ng personnel can
contribute to enhancing the protection and pronotion of these rights. In
addi ti on, DPKO, OHCHR and the United Nations Staff College Project have agreed
to produce jointly a training nmodul e on gender and peacekeeping, a first draft
of which was prepared in 1998.

35. OHCHR al so participated in a workshop on a rights-based approach to
worren’ s enpower ment and advancenent and gender equality organi zed by the

Di vision for the Advancenent of Wbnen in Ronme in Novenber 1998. The wor kshop
recalled that the realization of human rights is at the heart of sustainable
peopl e-centred human devel opnent. As human rights are entitlenents, they
create obligations on States for their fulfilnment. States have an obligation
to respect, protect, promote and fulfil wonmen’s enjoyment of human rights.
OHCHR is fully commtted to the human rights-based approach, which is of
particul ar rel evance and added val ue to gender equality.



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 67

page 10
[11. STEPS TAKEN BY HUVAN RI GHTS TREATY BODI ES AND BY
HUVAN RI GHTS MECHANI SM5 AND PROCEDURES
A. Human rights treaty bodies
36. Wth regard to steps taken by the various human rights treaty bodies, a

nmore detailed list of activities was included in the reports submitted to the
Commission at its fifty-third and fifty-fourth sessions (E/ CN. 4/1997/40 and
E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 49 and Add. 1).

1. Meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies

37. The human rights treaty bodi es have been encouraged to give and are
giving increasing attention to the gender dimension of their work. At their
6th nmeeting, the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodi es adopted the
foll ow ng reconmrendati ons, which were in line with the conclusions of the
expert group nmeeting on the devel opnment of guidelines for the integration of
gender perspectives into United Nations human rights activities and

pr ogr amres:

(a) The treaty bodies shall fully integrate gender perspectives into
their pre-sessional and sessional working nmethods, including identification of
i ssues and preparation of questions for country reviews, general conments,
general recomrendati ons, and concl udi ng observations. In particular, the
treaty bodi es should consider the gender inplications of each issue discussed
under each of the articles of the respective instrunents;

(b) Guidelines for the preparation of reports by States parties should
be amended to reflect the necessity of providing specific information on the
human rights of wonmen for consideration by the respective comittees;

(c) In undertaking investigative procedures, the treaty bodi es should
make special efforts to elicit information about the situation of wonmen in the
area of inquiry;

(d) Treaty bodi es shoul d consistently request gender-di saggregat ed
data from States parties and from United Nati ons specialized agenci es and use
the data in reviewi ng country reports;

(e) The treaty bodi es shoul d make every effort to exchange i nformation
on progress, devel opnents and situations concerning the human rights of wonen;

() In preparing reports of the treaty body sessions, attention should
be paid to the use of gender-inclusive |anguage wherever possible.

38. At their 8th neeting the chairpersons proposed that a further sem nar on
gender perspectives, simlar to the 1995 expert group neeting, should be

consi dered and that a gender dinension be incorporated in the revision of
general conmments/recomendati ons and gui delines previously adopted by the
treaty bodies. OHCHR will facilitate the organi zation of a sem nar to consider
how gender perspectives can be incorporated into revisions of genera
coment s/ recommendati ons and gui delines of the treaty bodies, as well as other
practical initiatives ainmed at inproving the work of the treaty bodies.
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39. In accordance with a request they made at their 8th neeting to the

Di vision for the Advancenent of Whnen, the chairpersons, at their 10th neeting
(14-18 Septenmber 1998), had before them a report of the Secretary-Cenera
(HRI/ MC/ 1998/ 6) reviewing the integration of a gender perspective into the
work of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies. 1/ The chairpersons
strongly endorsed the report and enphasi zed the useful ness of such a
conprehensive study for the work of the treaty bodies, in particular in
assessing current practices and in identifying and focusing on areas of

i nprovenent for the future. The chairpersons, however, expressed concern at
the risk that that valuable analysis mght not receive the attention it
deserved and cal |l ed upon each of the committees to take full account of the
recommendati ons contained in the report within the framework of their
respecti ve mandates.

40. In its conclusions, the report states that the review of the work of the
five treaty bodies in the five years since the adoption of the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programre of Action indicates that attention to the situation
of wonen in the framework of guarantees of equal enjoynent of rights and of
non-di scrimnation is being broadly achieved. Thus the mandate of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programe of Action is being inplemented to some extent. This
is exemplified in areas such as discrimnation agai nst wonen in education and
enpl oynment or wonen’'s rights in marriage and the famly. There is also
growi ng attention to situations that are specific to wonmen, in particular

vi ol ence agai nst wonen in its many mani festati ons. However, the inpact of
these specific situations of wonen on the enjoynment of other rights protected
under the same instrunment remain to be further devel oped. The report
identifies the need to strengthen the understandi ng of wonen’s enjoynent of
rights in the context and within the scope of particular treaties. 1In this
regard, rather than assessing the situation of wonen per se and focusing on
wonen-specific issues, treaty bodi es have the opportunity to assess enjoynent
of rights, and of factors and difficulties inmpeding inplementation of rights
for wonen and nen, respectively, within the scope of a particular treaty.

2. Human Rights Conmittee

41. As stated in the report of the Secretary-General on integrating the
gender perspective into the work of United Nations human rights treaty bodies
referred to above, the Human Ri ghts Conmittee anmended its reporting guidelines
in 1995. As a result, States parties are now requested to include informtion
on the factors affecting the equal enjoyment of rights by wonmen under each of
the substantive articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts. The guidelines do not contain specific guidance on the manner in

whi ch each article applies to wonen, nor a requirenent for data di saggregated
by sex. In April 1997, the Commi ttee held an exchange of views with the
Speci al Adviser to the Secretary-Ceneral on Gender |ssues and Advancenent of
Wonen relating to furthering cooperation between the Division for the
Advancenent of Wonen and the Committee. Moreover, in taking note of the
various recomendati ons of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action, the

1/ This report has been drawn on in the preparation of paragraphs 39
to 60 of the present report.
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Conmittee, in 1995, stressed that the lists of issues to be dealt with during
the Conmittee's consideration of States parties' reports should systematically
i nclude practical matters concerning equality of status and the human rights
of women.

42. The Committee has adopted 26 general comments. General conment 18
addresses non-discrimnation; in general coments 4 (on article 3) and 19 (on
marriage and the famly) reference to gender issues are included. The
Committee has acknow edged that nore remains to be done in order to reflect
gender considerations in its concluding observations. One of the steps taken
inthis regard is the Commttee's decision to update its general conment on
article 3, concerning wonen's equal right to the enjoynent of all rights
covered by the Covenant. At the sane tinme, the Cormittee's grow ng
under st andi ng of the inpact of gender on the enjoyment by wonmen of their human
rights remains to be reflected nmore systematically in its general comrents.

G ven the Conmittee's own experience and the sinultaneous el aboration by CEDAW
of a general comment on articles 7 and 8 (women in public life), the

el aborati on of general comrent 25 (on article 25, public Iife) provided such
an opportunity. The Committee's ongoing work on a general coment on

article 12 could reflect gender issues raised by the Commttee in the past
(exanpl e of Lebanon). A revision of past general conmments coul d be consi dered
in order to reflect the Comrittee's pronouncenents on, for exanple, wonen's
right tolife (art. 6) and to freedomfromtorture (art. 7)

(see HRI/ M. ... [.).

43. The Committee has designated one of its nmenbers to follow, on a regul ar
basis, the work of the Committee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against
Wonen, and to report thereon to the Human Rights Committee. [Information about

the work of CEDAWIis al so provided to the Human Rights Committee by its
secretari at.

3. Committee on Economc, Social and Cultural Rights

44, The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights anmended its
reporting guidelines in 1990, making reference to the specific situation of
wonen in relation to the rights protected by the Covenant and calling for the
provi si on of gender-di saggregated data and informati on on the particul ar
situation of wonen.

45, The Committee has expressed its willingness to identify the
gender -specific issues arising under each of the substantive articles of the
Covenant. It has noted that this may lead to the fornulation of a genera

comment and eventually to the revision of the Commttee's reporting
gui del i nes.

46. The Committee's attention to the enjoynment and protection of the rights
of wonen under the Covenant is reflected in its fornulation of the lists of
i ssues, and in the questions raised orally during the consideration of States
parties' reports. A review of the Cormittee's work since late 1993 shows that
the Committee now regul arly addresses wonen's rights and gender issues, often
in sonme detail, with regard to various rights protected under the Covenant.
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47. Regul ar attention is given to issues of inequality and discrimnation
with regard to: the right to equal treatment at work, including with regard
to equal access to and opportunities in work, equal renuneration, and

unenpl oyment rates; the right to education, including illiteracy rates and
educati onal achi evenment; and viol ence agai nst wonen, especially donestic

vi ol ence and harnful traditional practices.

48. At its sixth session, the Commttee designated one of its members to
foll ow on a regular basis the work of the Comrittee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nation agai nst Women (CEDAW. The Committee proceeds under specific
conditions in considering the state of inplementation of the Covenant in a
State party in the absence of a report, including, when applicable, extensive
use of reports which such a State party has submtted to CEDAW

49. In his report to the chairpersons of the treaty bodies, the
Secretary-Ceneral also noted that, in preparing a new general comrent on
article 3, the Conmttee had the opportunity to link explicitly the obligation
under article 3 with all the other substantive provisions of the Covenant and
thus to devel op an understandi ng of every provision of the Covenant that
identifies issues of special relevance to wonen and whi ch may not have been

gi ven sufficient attention

4, Committee on the Rights of the Child

50. The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the only one of the major
i nternational human rights instruments currently in force which consistently
uses both masculine and femnmi nine pronouns throughout, thus renoving any
anbiguity that the rights apply equally to female and mal e chil dren

51. The Committee has incorporated gender concerns in its dialogue with
States parties since its first session in 1991. The lists of issues and the
guestions raised orally during the consideration of States parties' reports
increasingly reflect a gender perspective. The issues nost comonly addressed
are girls' early marri age age; early/teenage pregnancy; the |ow status of
girls in society; adverse health practices; sexual abuse and exploitation
educational opportunities for girls; and fam |y planning educati on and

servi ces.

52. The Conmittee has held regul ar “general discussion days”, during which
thematic i ssues are considered. The situation of the girl child has been
considered in a nunber of different contexts, such as econom c exploitation
In 1998, the Comrittee held general discussions on H V/AIDS and cl ear
recommendati ons were made for the protection of the girl child in that

cont ext .

53. The Conmittee has designated one of its nenbers to follow on a regul ar
basis the work of CEDAW A workshop to exam ne ways to coordi nate action to
pronmote the two conventions was held and UNI CEF has convened several neetings
to address issues of common interest in the framework of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. 1In that regard, a consultation on violence in the famly
was held in October 1998.
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5. Committee against Torture

54, Devel opnents concerning the integration of a gender perspective have
been reported to the Committee against Torture, mainly by its Chairperson in
followup to the neeting of the persons chairing human rights treaty bodies.
However, the Conmittee has not yet taken any specific action to inplenent
various recommendati ons of the chairpersons. 1In its recent sessions, the
Committee has regul arly used gender-inclusive |anguage (references are to
“persons”, “victinms”, “citizens”).

55. The Committee's consideration of the situation of wonmen or gender issues
during its dialogue with States parties falls into the follow ng broad
categories: rape and sexual offences; segregation of male and female
prisoners; and the situation of pregnhant wonen.

56. Most cases of torture or ill-treatnent of wonen raised by the Commttee
i nvol ve rape, sexual assault or sone form of sexual humliation. Sone
Committee nmenbers have expressed the view that rape constitutes an act of
torture. However, in the past five years, none of the Cormittee's concl uding
observations have made reference to the situation of wonen. This is
particularly noteworthy as Comm ttee nmenbers have either asked specific
guestions, or made comments focusing on women or gender issues, wth respect
to approxi mately one fourth of the reports considered. Conmmittee nenbers have
t hus shown understandi ng of the fact that wonen are subjected to
gender-specific forms of torture and ill-treatment, and have rai sed pertinent
gender issues during the constructive dialogue with States parties, although
such concerns have not been reflected in the Coomittee's concl udi ng

observati ons.

57. The Committee has designated one of its nenbers to act as thematic
rapporteur on issues relating to gender

6. Commttee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation

58. The Beijing Platformfor Action recognizes the particular vulnerability
of wonen who frequently experience doubl e discrimnation, because of their
gender roles and because of other aspects such as race, ethnicity or nationa
origin. The Platform highlights wonmen's vulnerability to nultiple

di scrimnation in areas including education and training, health, violence,
armed conflict, participation in decision-mking and in the econony, and human
rights.

59. CERD has taken no decision to anmend its reporting guidelines to
accomodat e gender considerations, nor has it taken specific steps to increase
its attention to the gender dinensions of racial discrimnation. Inits

di scussion of the recomendati on of the chairpersons' neeting that the
Committees consider amending their reporting guidelines to reflect a gender
perspective (see HRI/M SC/ 1998/ 6), sonme nenbers of CERD suggested that gender
issues did not fall within the Cormittee's mandate. Sone nenbers, while
expressing synpathy towards gender issues, were of the view that gender

per spectives could not be incorporated in their work until problens of overlap
wi th CEDAW were resolved. Ohers expressed understanding of the intersection
of discrimnation on the basis of race and sex. The view was al so expressed
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that the appropriate approach was to pass on any information regardi ng sex
discrimnation to the relevant Comrittee via a |iaison officer. The

di scussion reveal ed a certain degree of uncertainty over concepts such as
“gender” and “gender-based”, as well as “gender-di saggregated data”

60. The Committee has addressed concerns of wonmen or gender issues in a
limted nunmber (approximately 10 per cent) of concludi ng observations. These
cover areas such as: treatnment of foreign wonen working as donmestic servants;
maternal health care; marriage and famly laws; nationality |aws; inmpunity for
vi ol ati ons of women's human rights; education of girls; exploitation of
prostitution; and sexual violence, including rape, and deaths of women
civilians during arnmed conflict.

61. The Committee has not put in place any particular nmechanismto foll ow
the work of CEDAW

7. Participation of wonen in human rights treaty bodies

62. The conposition of the bodi es established under internationa

i nstruments nust be considered as an indicator of the advancenment of women
within the United Nations system There is no woman nenber of the Conmittee
agai nst Torture. On the other hand, the Comrittee on the Elim nation of

Di scrimnation Agai nst Wonmen i s conposed solely of wonen. The Conmittee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights has two wonen anong its 18 nenbers. The
Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation is conposed of

18 menbers anmong whom three are wonen. The Committee on the Rights of the
Child is conmposed of seven wonen among 10 nmenbers and the Human Ri ghts
Committee is conmposed of four wonmen anpng 18 nenbers; both Commttees are
chai red by wonen.

B. Human rights nmechani sns _and procedures

63. The speci al procedures mechani snms have al so been encouraged to integrate
a gender perspective into their work. Each year, resolutions adopted by the
Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Econom c and Soci al Council have encouraged
and requested the special rapporteurs/representatives, experts and working
groups to include in their reports gender-di saggregated data, to address the
characteristics and practices of human rights violations that are specifically
or primarily directed agai nst wonen or to which wonmen are particularly

vul nerabl e, and to enhance cooperation and exchange i nformati on anong
themsel ves and with the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen.

64. This process is an ongoing one. A nunber of special procedures are
maki ng significant progress and others require additional support and gui dance
in this area. Sone - but not all - of the special procedures have been

specifically requested by the Comm ssion on Human Rights to ensure that gender
considerations are fully reflected in their work.

65. Early in 1998, UN FEM devel oped informati on materials aimed at
denonstrating how gender and the human rights of wonen could be integrated
into the work of the thematic mandates. UNI FEM representatives, together with
a nunmber of external experts, nade a presentation to OHCHR of fi cers working
with the special procedures. This will be followed up during 1999.
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66. A nunber of country-specific special rapporteurs subnmtted reports to
t he Conmi ssion in 1998 contai ning a substantive analysis of the human rights
of wonen within their respective mandates.

67. The Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan
continued, in his report (E/CN. 4/1998/71), to pay particular attention to the
situation of women in that country. He stated that the situation of Afghan
worren and girls who nmake up nore than half of the country’s popul ati on, had
been described as “dire and dreadful” since they were effectively excluded
fromall aspects of the country’ s economnmic, social and political life, mainly
in Taliban-controlled areas.

68. The Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamc
Republic of Iran devoted a section to the status of wonen in the country in
his report (E/CN. 4/1998/59). He noted that the status of wonmen was one of

the areas in which significant change was expected to be seen of the new
Governnment. Even though a lively and generally tol erated debate had grown up
on the issue, the systemremained discrimnatory and incidents did continue to
occur, perhaps at a reduced frequency, that clearly offended the plain nmeaning
of equality.

69. The Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Myanmar devoted an entire chapter to gender perspective in his report
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 70). He expressed his concern at cases of wonmen harassed,
arbitrarily arrested and forced to work, and at their vulnerability as
r ef ugees.

70. The Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in N geria
paid attention to wonen’s rights in his report (E/ CN. 4/1998/62). He had
been inforned of the persistence, inter alia, of fermale genital nutilation
forced marri ages and donestic violence, in particular marital rape.

71. The Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Sonmalia,

in her report (E/ CN. 4/1998/96), regretted that, despite the fact that efforts
are being undertaken to enmpower wonmen in Somalia, especially in the economc
field, this has not changed their status in society and they are stil
excluded from political discussions and decisions. Polyganmy and viol ence
agai nst women are conmon. She al so noted that wonmen play a major role in
keeping up the traditions that have adverse effects on them their status,
heal th and personal growt h.

72. The Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan

in his report (E/CN. 4/1998/66), continued to express his concern at the Public
Order Act enacted in 1996 which seens to institute “strict sexual segregation
in public”. He also reproduced in his report a document he received during
his m ssion to Khartoumin Septenber 1997 on the execution of punishnments
provi ded for by the Act, especially the | ashing of wonen.

73. It should be noted that in the report submtted in 1997, the Specia
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the territory of the forner
Yugosl avia paid special attention to the use of rape as a weapon of war.
This matter is not dealt with in the 1998 report (E/ CN.4/1998/63).
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74. The foregoing is not, of course, an exhaustive list of all the Specia
Rapporteurs who have expressed their concern about the situation of wonen in
certain countries. However, these are the Special Rapporteurs who have shown
t he keenest concern at the conditions in the countries whose human rights
situation they have exam ned.

75. Wth respect to the thematic special rapporteurs, the Special Rapporteur
on viol ence agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences continues to lead in
the integration of human rights of wonen into the Conm ssion’s work. Her
report to the Commission in 1998 (E/ CN. 4/1998/54 and Add. 1) focused on

vi ol ence agai nst wonen in situations of arned conflict, custodial violence and
vi ol ence agai nst refugee and internally displaced wonen.

76. The Speci al Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression
in his report (E/CN. 4/1998/40 and Add.1 and 2) recalled that the degree to

whi ch States respect, protect and prompote the right to freedom of opinion and
expressi on of wonen, which may be exerci sed through activities and in ways
distinctly different fromthose of nmen, reflects a country's standards of fair
play, justice and honesty with regard to wonen and the status accorded to them
in society.

77. Furthernore, in considering the relationship between viol ence agai nst
worren in the domestic and comunity contexts and freedom of opinion and
expression, the Special Rapporteur expressed great concern at the fear

shame and excl usi on experienced by wonen not only because they have an
enornmous inpact on the ability of women to exercise freely their right to
expression but al so because they reflect, in sone countries, inadequacies in
the | egal protections available to wonen and, in others, continuing attitudes
and practices harnful to wonen that are justified on the basis of custons,
cultural history and social nornmns.

78. The Intergovernnmental G oup of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent
stated in its report on its second session (E/ CN.4/1998/29) that the human
rights of women and the rights of the child should al ways be of the highest
priority on all human rights and right to devel opnent agendas.

79. The Speci al Rapporteurs have tended increasingly to exam ne the

guestion of the enjoyment by wonmen of their rights. Wile they do not al

give this matter equal attention or inportance, either because reports are

not gender-specific or because of a | ack of understanding of the rel evance of
gender, it is interesting to note that there is an encouragi ng trend towards
integrating wonmen's rights into the study of many subjects. Further efforts
need to be made, of course, and the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights has a role to play in this regard.

I'V. ACTI ON TAKEN BY THE COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS

80. During its fifty-fourth session (1998), the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
hel d a special interactive dial ogue on gender and the human rights of wonen.
The di al ogue, in which the Chairperson of the Conm ssion on the Status of
Wonen, the Hi gh Comm ssioner, the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen, CGovernnments and non-governmental organizations participated, was

ai med at bringing closer together the work of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
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and the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wonen. It should be noted that at its
forty-second session (2-13 March 1998), and in connection with the fiftieth
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the Conm ssion on
the Status of Whnen focused its attention on areas of the Beijing Platform
for Action directly relevant to human rights: the human rights of wonen,

in particular the enjoynment by women of their econom c and social rights;
the girl child; wonen and armed conflicts; and viol ence agai nst wonen. It
was felt that the results of the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen coul d
strengthen the work of the Comm ssion on Human Rights in the areas of gender
and the human rights of women, and in relation to crucial econom c and socia
rights aspects of the right to developnent. |In addition, the Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts had its own substantive perspective to contribute to the work of
t he Conmi ssion on the Status of Whnen.

81. The wi de-rangi ng di al ogue, wi th questions from Governnents and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, covered such issues as fenmale genita

mutil ation; violence agai nst women; wonen’s econom ¢, social and cultura
rights; and ways and neans of inproving United Nations actions protecting

the human rights of wonen. The question of the inclusion of violence against
wonen in the statute of the proposed International Crimnal Court was raised
The obj ective of inproving the representation of wonen in the Secretariat and
in United Nations bodies was al so discussed. The inclusion on the agenda

of the Comm ssion on Human Rights of a separate itemon the human rights of
wonen, on the understanding that the i ssue would also be relevant to the

ot her agenda itens, was suggested. At the end of its session, the Comm ssion
decided to include on the provisional agenda for its fifty-fifth session an
itemon integration of the human rights of wonmen and a gender perspective.

82. At its fifty-fourth session, the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts adopted
resolutions relating to viol ence agai nst wonen m grant workers (1998/17),
traffic in wonmen and girls (1998/30), integrating the human rights of women

t hroughout the United Nations system (1998/51) and the elim nation of violence
agai nst wonen (1998/52).

83. During its fifty-third and fifty-fourth sessions, the Comm ssion

voi ced particul ar concern regarding violations of women’s rights in specific

countries, such as Afghani stan, Myanmar, the Islam c Republic of Iran, States
in the forner Yugoslavia, and the Sudan, and adopted several resolutions with
respect to the work of country and thematic rapporteurs.

84. In other resolutions, including those on extrene poverty, the rights
of the child, the protection of human rights in the context of H V/AIDS, the
right to devel opment and contenporary fornms of slavery, the Commi ssion nade
specific reference to violations of the human rights of wonen and called for
measures to conbat these probl ens.

V.  RECOMVENDATI ONS

85. All Governnments should ratify, without reservations, the Convention

on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen and t he
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Action should be taken to change

exi sting or introduce new legislation in order to ensure the protection of
the human rights of wonmen and to acknow edge the principle of gender equality
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as the basis for laws and practices which will pronote wonen's concerns.
States should regularly review reservations with a view to withdrawi ng them

86. The obligations of States to prevent and redress violations of wonmen's
rights need to be further clarified. Wnen's different |ife experiences,
both in private and in public life, such as in enploynent, education, or
political life, should be assessed nore explicitly to identify obstacles

to the enjoynent of their rights. 1In this regard, treaty bodi es have an
opportunity to clarify States parties' obligations to respect, protect,
promote and fulfil the human rights of all

87. Efforts are being made by the Special Rapporteurs and working groups,
as well as by nobst of the treaty nonitoring bodies, to take gender into
consideration in inplenenting their mandates. However, further efforts are
needed.

88. The treaty bodies should continue their efforts to devel op a gender

anal ysis of each article of each treaty, cross-referenced to the Convention on
the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wmen, and to devel op
gender-sensitive model questions to be used in the review of State parties
reports. A common strategy towards mainstream ng the human rights of wonen
into their work should be devel oped, so that each body, within its nmandate,
noni tors the human rights of wonen.

89. Cooperation should be encouraged between the treaty bodies in the
drafting of general comrents/recomendations, with a viewto their reflecting
a gender perspective. Moreover, each treaty body should be encouraged to

i ncorporate a gender perspective in its concluding observations so that they
delineate the strengths and weaknesses of each State party with respect to the
enj oynent by women of the rights guaranteed by the treaty in question. The

Di vision for the Advancenent of Whnen could continue to provi de guidance to
the treaty nonitoring bodies.

90. The treaty bodies should review actions already taken with regard to

t he amendnent of reporting guidelines and the preparation of |ists of issues
and of concludi ng comrent s/ observations to ensure that explicit attention is
paid, in a systematic manner, to gender dinensions in the consideration of
States parties' reports. The treaty bodies could also refer explicitly to
mai nstream ng, in their general comrents/recomendati ons, for exanple,

and identify specific gender-related facts to guide their work.

91. Data and informati on di saggregated by sex, and specific information
with regard to the situation of wonmen provided pursuant to the reporting

gui delines, and the |lists of issues, and during oral questioning, should

not be limted to separate, wonen-specific areas, or presented primrily

in conjunction with wonmen's reproductive functions or responsibilities for
children. Rather, a mainstrean ng approach requires that particular rights,
and neasures taken for their inplementation, be assessed with regard to
worren's and nmen's ability to benefit fromthose rights and the particul ar
nmeasures taken for inplementation. Interaction with States parties concerning
such i nformation should be pursued in a nore systematic manner in the |lists of
i ssues and in the oral questioning.
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92. The | anguage used by the Comrittees is also relevant. Consistent use
of mascul i ne pronouns, or reference to situations primarily experienced by
men suggests | ack of concern for wonen's enjoynent of human rights.

93. The report of the expert group neeting on the devel opment of guidelines
for the integration of gender perspectives into human rights activities and
programmes held in 1995 (E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 105, para. 71) contains a w de range of
recommendati ons. As the present report shows, progress in inplenmenting those
recommendati ons has been nmade. However, they are still relevant and are

t herefore reproduced bel ow

“ 1. The | anguage used in the formul ati on of new human rights

i nstruments and standards and in existing standards shoul d be gender
inclusive. The [Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts]
shoul d establish a guideline on gender inclusivity in all the officia
| anguages of the United Nations, for use in the preparation of all its
comuni cations, reports and publications. The Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts, its Sub-Conm ssion and the various human rights nmechani sns
shoul d al so strive to ensure that the |anguage used in reports and
resolutions is gender inclusive.

2. All entities charged with the protection and pronotion of human
rights, including United Nations human rights bodi es, CGovernnents and
other international institutions, should identify, collect and use
gender - di saggregated data in their comruni cati ons and apply gender
analysis to nonitoring and reporting.

3. Because effective integration of wonmen's human rights within the
United Nations requires creative and conprehensive gender analysis of
information as well as a gender-sensitive interpretation of all human
ri ghts mechanisns, all bodies are called upon to revise their working
met hods to incorporate such an approach

4, An eval uation of all information and training nmaterials

publ i shed by the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
shoul d be undertaken from a gender-sensitive perspective and revisions
made where necessary. The Fact Sheet series, the Professional Training
series and the Manual on Human Ri ghts Reporting should be considered
priorities for such review Consideration should be given to the

devel opnent of information materials on gender perspectives and on
strategies for ensuring the integration of the human rights of wonen
into United Nations systemw de activities and progranmres.

5. The inmportance of education cannot be overenphasized. 1In relation
to the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on, steps should be
taken to ensure that all Decade-related activities are gender sensitive;
there nust al so be special attention paid to women's rights and to
teachi ng wonen about their human rights.

6. The [OFfice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts] shoul d
provi de nmore accessible information about current activities such as
on-site field visits, treaty reporting schedules, etc. so that al
NGOs, and especially wonen's NGOs, can provide greater input and
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become nore involved in the human rights work of the United Nations.
Mor e aggressive steps to dissem nate this information could include
medi a outreach, when appropriate to the nmandate of the activity, using
such means as radi o, popul ar newspapers, etc.

7. Al'l managenent officials and staff menbers of the [Office of the
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts] and ot her personnel involved in
United Nations human rights activities should receive training in
recogni tion of the human rights of women and in the application of
gender-sensitive perspectives to the prompotion and protection of the
human ri ghts of wonen.

9. The [OFfice of the Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Human Ri ghts]

shoul d continue and further pronote systemw de coordi nati on and

col | aboration on the human rights of wonmen within the United Nations.
Thi s includes pronoting a gender perspective on the human rights
aspects of, inter alia, peacekeeping and nonitoring the Departnent

of Peacekeepi ng Operations, humanitarian assi stance (Departnment of
Humani tarian Affairs), refugees (O fice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Refugees), devel opnent (United Nations Devel opment
Programme), econonic policy and planning (International Mnetary Fund,
Worl d Bank), reproductive health services (United Nations Popul ation
Fund), |abour (International Labour Organization) and education
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organization).

10. The [OFfice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts] shoul d
cooperate and col |l aborate in efforts to mai nstream wonen's human
rights with the wonen-specific bodies of the United Nati ons system
the Comm ssion on the Status of Wonmen, the Division for the
Advancenent of Wonen, CEDAW UNI FEM | NSTRAW

11. United Nations bodies and States parties nust take steps
to ensure equal representation of wonmen and nmen, as well as
gender-trained individuals, on the conm ttees of experts that
noni tor the inplenmentation of treaties, as well as anong the

i ndependent experts and working groups of the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts and t he Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities.”



