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1. The fact that denocracy, devel opnment and respect for human rights and
fundamental freedons are interdependent and rmutually reinforcing has been
procl ai med nunerous tinmes by various United Nations bodies. At |last year's
session, the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts al so recogni zed that the “Declaration
on the Right to Devel opment constitutes an integral |ink between the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights and the Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action
through its elaboration of a holistic vision integrating econonic, social and
cultural rights with civil and political rights” and urged “all States to
elimnate all obstacles to devel opment at all |evels, by pursuing the
pronoti on and protection of economc, social, cultural, civil and

political rights and by inplementing conprehensive devel opment progranmnes

at the national level, integrating these rights into devel opment activities,
and by pronmoting effective international cooperation” (Comm ssion

resol uti on 1998/ 72).

2. However, certain States continue to deny fundanmental human rights on the
grounds that these rights are inconpatible with the right to adequate economc
and soci al devel opnent. This position, which fails to understand that
pronoting and protecting all human rights are a necessary precondition to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, is often based on excluding any participation of an

i ndividual in public Iife, thus contradicting the affirmation of the

Commi ssion that “effective popular participation is an essential component of
successful and lasting devel opment” and that “the human person is the centra
subj ect of devel opnent and that devel opnent policy should therefore nake the
human bei ng the main participant and beneficiary of devel opnent”

(resolution 1998/72).

3. The Transnational Radical Party w shes to address this issue through
four exanples: the recent econom c and political devel opment in Viet Nam the
col | apse of the economy of the People's Denocratic Republic of Korea and
China's devel opnent of Tibet, East Turkestan and Inner Mongolia. |In all these
cases, devel opnent schenes resting on the failure to honour the fundanenta
rights and freedons have not provi ded an adequate and fair distribution of
resources and are economically and socially unsustainable. |n other words,
one or all the three factors necessary for the achi evenrent of sustainable
human devel opnent - the governnent, civil society and enterprises - and
therefore al so the dynam cs between themfailed to or was not allowed to
fulfil its function of enabling the people to develop their potentials and to
el evate their standard of I|iving.

4, Vi et Nam has stagnated for nmany years in poverty and backwardness. The
principle of denocratic centralismand the one-party totalitarian State system
appear to have favoured the devel opment of corruption and have represented a
barrier to building prosperity in Viet Nam Al though the unexpected rel ease

| ast year of sone of the best-known political prisoners in Viet Nam and the
new y-installed Comuni st Party | eadership were prom sing steps, it seens they
were only a ploy to reduce international pressure on Hanoi for its human
rights practices, and to obtain nore financial aid for the ailing econony.

In 1998, arbitrary detention in sub-standard prison canps conti nued, press
freedons remained strictly curtail ed, independent associations and trade

uni ons were not allowed to operate, and little progress was nmade in | ega
reform
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5. Vi et nanese farmers continued to denonstrate their anger over ranpant
corruption, punitive taxation, unfair rice prices, |and disputes and
conpul sory | abour contributions to national infrastructure projects. In
March 1998, at |east nine |ocal people were convicted for disturbing public
order during the January clashes in Dong Nai province. 1In July, the People's

Court in Thai Binh sentenced nore than 30 | ocal people, whomthe Government
termed “extremists”, to prison ternms for inciting people to disrupt public
order during uprisings in the province in Novenber 1997. In March an
anti-corruption ordi nance was passed that contai ned provisions requiring
officials to declare their assets, but a draft lawto facilitate the filing
of conplaints by citizens against |ocal officials failed to pass in the

Nati onal Assenbly. In an effort to control information about the regiona
econom c crisis and its inpact on Viet Nam the Mnistry of Culture continued
to inplenment a 1997 press edict that prohibited nmedia coverage of the banking
system and instructed editors to tone down critical economic coverage.

6. The Hanoi regine continued its systematic elimnation, harassnment and
suppression of the voices demandi ng freedom of speech and denocrati zati on of
the country. The dissidents Ha Si Phu, Bui M nh Quoc and Tieu Dao Bao Cu, and
their famlies were repeatedly subjected to attacks and pl aced under house
arrest. In an effort to mute critics within its ow ranks, the Vietnanese
Comuni st Party expelled Tran Do, a retired general, at the beginning of 1999,
after he repeatedly asked the Party's | eadership to make reforns, denocratize
the country and hold free elections. On 6 January 1999, the regi ne executed
two nen, Huynh Te Cam and Tran Van Thuan, accused of plotting to topple the
Comuni st regime. These are clear signals that the authorities of the

Soci alist Republic of Viet Nam are not only neglecting their obligations under
the two International Covenants on Human Rights, but also refuse to understand
that only a policy of deep political and economic reform the ful

establishnment of the rule of |law and opening up to a market economy and
conpetition can contribute to the progressive i nprovenent of the grave
situation of this country.

7. The Peopl e's Denocratic Republic of Korea has been experiencing simlar
political and econonmi c devel opnent in the past decades. |Its failed economc
and agricultural policies under the totalitarian Comruni st regi me undoubtedly
contributed decisively to the tragi c consequences of the natural disasters

of 1995-1997. The omi present fam ne, starvation and energy crisis has
continued to deteriorate for four years now. Industrial production is at a
standstill. Despite the gravity of the situation, in which an estimated

30 per cent of children are suffering fromsevere malnutrition and mllions of
people are at risk, the authorities keep their people extrenely isolated and
put restrictions on visits to the country and on access to inpartia

i nformation, preventing the assessnent of the exact scale of the famne, as
wel | as proper nonitoring of the food aid given. Sone NGOs - the
International Committee of the Red Cross and Médecins Sans Frontiéres - and
United Nations agencies - notably the United Nations Devel opment Programe -
continue to provide humanitarian aid and i nprove agricultural productivity

t hrough concrete projects. However, in view of the repeatedly denonstrated
unwi | I i ngness of the Pyongyang reginme to start any serious political and
economi c refornms, there are chances of inproving the situation substantially.
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8. Chi na has signed the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts. China has
nonet hel ess taken the position that the right of its citizens to adequate food
and shelter outweigh all other human rights. |In practice, however, China has

failed to provide fair or adequate resources for the people in its annexed
territories, in Tibet, East Turkestan and Inner Mngolia. The failure is
directly traceable to China's failure to honour these peoples' fundanenta
rights and freedons. The case of M. Hada, founder of the Southern Mngolian
Denmocracy Alliance, who was arrested in 1997 on a charge of separatism and
sentenced to 15 years' inprisonnent and deprived of political rights for a
period of four years, shows clearly the destiny of nunerous politica
opponents who are serving |ong sentences in Chinese prisons. The devel opnment
scheme in place in these regions, noreover, shows every sign of being
unsust ai nabl e.

9. The devel opnent scheme in Tibet, East Turkestan and | nner Mongolia rests
on two foundations: (i) decisions made by central planners in Beijing; and
(ii) population transfer of Chinese settlers into these regions. These two
foundati ons ensure that Tibetans, Uighurs and Mongols do not participate in
devel opnent deci sions regardi ng their homel ands, and that devel opnment
primarily benefits Chinese settlers, Chinese investors and the Chinese
authorities. One notable exanple is the Wrld Food Programe project for the
Lhasa River valley, carried out wi thout Tibetan participation. Another is the
Panam proj ect, blocked by the European Uni on because of the |ack of Tibetan
partici pation.

10. In August 1998, Xinhua, the official Chinese press service, announced
the conpl etion of 60 devel opment projects in Tibet, anong 62 projects that had
been planned by Beijing. Tibetans did not participate in the planning or

i npl enmentati on of these projects. These project, noreover, were intended
primarily “to enhance foreign investnent” in Tibet and were concentrated in
urban areas dom nated by Chinese settlers. Few reached the vast majority of

Ti betans who live in rural areas. |In Decenber 1998, the Chinese authorities
announced additional preferential policies to attract foreign investnent to

Ti bet .

11. Ti bet ans, Ui ghurs and Mongol s suffer discrimnation in enploynment by the
Chi nese settlers and cadres who control most jobs. The average yearly incone
of the Ui ghurs, Tibetans and Mongols amounts to about one quarter to one third
of the income of Chinese settlers. Inadequate and costly schools for these
peopl es and Chi nese | anguage requirenents also prevent them from partici pating
fully in their country's econony. OQher stark indicators are education and
health. In 1996, China acknow edged to the Commttee on the Rights of the
Child that 33 per cent of Tibetan school -age children receive no education at
all conpared with a nere 1.5 per cent of Chinese children. In addition

a 1996 study shows that, although the height of Chinese children has increased
over the past 20 years, the height of Tibetan children is actually declining,
probably owing to nutritional deficiencies and generally inadequate health
care. The high cost of hospitals, noreover, puts all but the nmost mnim
health care out of reach of nost Tibetans, Ui ghurs and Mongols, with the
result that alnost 70 per cent of illnesses are fatal
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12. Chi nese-control | ed econonm c devel oprent, therefore, is not providing

Ti bet ans, Ui ghurs and Mongols with an adequate or fair measure of econom c
opportunity. Their inability to participate in devel opnent decisions and
aggressive popul ation transfer are ainmed at maintaining political control over
the territories, not at raising the standard of l|iving of Tibetans, U ghurs
and Mongol s as such

13. The Transnational Radical Party calls upon the Comm ssion to request
that the open-ended working group on the right to devel opment (Com ssion
resol ution 1998/ 72 and Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1998/269) pays
particul ar attention at its next nmeetings to the issue of popul ar
participation in devel opnent, and that the working group discusses and
docunents the particular ways in which failure to ensure or the denial of
popul ar participation inpedes the achi evenment of sustai nabl e hunman devel opnent
and the realization of the right to devel opnent.



