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Human rights and devel opnent

1. Ri ghts nust always be seen in relationship to responsibilities, and al so
in relationship to needs. Unless this triad is kept clearly in mnd, rights

| anguage and anal ysis can separate rather than unite those who are working for
devel opnent.

2. For exanple, the right to life is correlative with the responsibility to
preserve it and with the need for adequate resources, directly fromthe fruit
of one’s own | abour, through a living wage or fromthe allotnment of necessary
means through some social nechanismof the community. Likewi se, the right to
a decent standard of living is correlative with the need for a physical and
soci al environnent that fosters a way of life in which people can experience
their continuing personal developnent. This environment should include the
opportunity to serve the common good, for all persons are social by nature and
cannot reach their potential unless they invest in the good of all. Today we
are comng to realize that concern for the conmon good includes care for the
bi osphere itself, of which we are a part.

3. Governnment has an essential role to play here, to pronote the comron
good of society by seeing to it that basic human needs are net, that
responsibilities are carried out and that rights are respected.

Integrating Human Ri ghts and Devel opnment

4, Human rights are noral clainms to whatever a person or a group needs in
order to protect and develop life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

These rights becone | egal and political when they are expressed in
constitutional law. Most rights are not absol ute because they exist in
conflict with others’ rights. It is precisely in adjudicating clainms to
rights that there is need for ethical nornms or guidelines that can be accepted
across cul tures.

5. Pax Christi believes that the follow ng two principles provide such
nor ns:
1. The needs of the poor take priority over the wants of the rich
2. The right of all nmenbers of a society to participate in

deci sion-maki ng that affects themtakes priority over the ability
of privileged individuals or groups to exclude them

6. These principles provide the basis for practices that integrate human
rights and devel opnent. Local, national and international policies should aim
first and directly at satisfying the subsistence needs of all nenbers of the
soci ety. These subsistence needs are for food, clothing, housing, basic
education and basic health care. At the sane tinme, care nust be taken not to
vi ol ate transcendence needs, such as freedom of assenbly, speech, religion

the press and the opportunity to participate in decision-making at all levels
of society. Only secondarily should policies aimat fostering availability of
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goods and services beyond subsistence needs. Prioritizing policies in this
way allows for growth but also for balance and for care for the physica
environnent. These principles provide an analytic tool for judging economc
practices of both the public and private sectors.

Devel opnent and peace

7. The intrinsic relationship between devel opment and peace becones cl ear
when we recognize that there are three closely related pressures agai nst

peace: (i) ecol ogical degradati on caused by m smanagenent of natura

resources, (ii) arns proliferation and use, whether by State controlled armes
or terrorists and the threat of use of chemical and biol ogi cal weaponry, and
(iii) prolonged systematic poverty. Adequate devel opnent policy must take
into account the cause and effect relationship anmong these three factors.

8. In regard to systematic poverty, it nmust be acknow edged that enormous
weal th and crippling poverty neasured in disease, stunted lives and early
death do not exist side by side wthout any connection. 1In fact, the |abour

of poor people produces the wealth to which these sanme poor people, in many
cases, do not have access. There cannot be an adequate distribution of wealth
if there is only a mninumstandard of |iving but no maxi mum standard of
living in a society. Tolerance for unlimted wealth is destructive of the
fabric of any society. Until this is acknowl edged, many of the efforts to
restructure econonmies in the direction of justice will fail because they do
not face a major factor in the so-called “poverty probleni. The “poverty
probleni is at one and the same tine a problem of unbridled quantitative

gr owm h.

9. The report of the Wrking Goup on the Right to Devel opment on its
second session (E/ CN. 4/1995/11) recogni zed this by calling into question nuch
of the conventional w sdom about devel opnent:

“Since the right to devel opnent inplies an integrated approach to
political, social, economc and cultural rights as a whole, care should
be taken to avoid dissociating the econonm ¢ and nonetary aspects of
devel opnent fromits social aspects and to enhance the di al ogue between
i nternational social and humanitarian agencies and institutions
responsi bl e for financial and trade questions.” (para. 88)

In its conclusions the report further notes:

“The econom c aspects of devel opment seemto receive preference from
fundi ng bodi es and donors over social aspects. Devel opment assistance
is not apportioned anong specialized international agencies according to
objective criteria related to the basic needs of individuals and

popul ati on groups; the requirenments of growth, production and
productivity seemto win out over considerations that woul d make the
human person 'the central subject of developnent' as called for in
article 2 of the [1986] Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent.”

(para. 93).
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Recogni zi ng that the gl obalization of the econony “seens to be the nost
i nportant change of our era”, the final paragraph of the report has nore
rel evance than when it was witten four years ago:

“The increasingly clear consequences of this globalization of the
econony are a reduction in States’ roomto manoeuvre and the ever nore
relative nature of their influence on the enjoynent of the right to
devel opnent. At the sane tine, international cooperation seens nore and
nmore essential to the universal enjoynment of this right. The corollary
to the globalization of the econony, then, is a strengthening of solid,
productive international fellowfeeling: otherw se the application of
the Decl aration on the Right to Devel opnent will be, if not a vain, then
at | east an inadequate exercise.” (para. 94)

10. Pax Christi affirns these conclusions and in keeping with its character
as a peace novement that works for peace as the fruit of justice, offers the
fol |l owi ng observations:

(a) The “international fellowfeeling” recognized as essential for
overcom ng the pressures against integral human devel opnent nust be especially
sensitive to the effect of mal devel opnent on children, who are at once
humani ty’ s nost precious inheritance and nost vul nerabl e nenbers. Children
have the sane human rights as adults. The treatment of children is the
cl earest indicator of respect for, or disregard of, human rights in practice.
The right to devel opnent nmust address directly the violation of children
t hrough their involvenent in war as soldiers and victins, their degradation
t hrough sexual exploitation, and their deformation through exploitative child
| abour practices. Finally, the existence of |arge nunbers of street children
and of child refugees and internally displaced children, many of them
separated fromtheir famlies, stand as an indictment against all those who
all ow these conditions to go unchecked.

(b) Pax Christi calls attention particularly to several factors which
contribute to the destruction of children’s potential for devel opment. First,
there is small hope for integral human devel opment of children, or adults
either, unless and until questions of devel opnent are treated in their noral
di mensions. Econom c and political policies and practices should be eval uated
first fromtheir direct inpact on poor and vul nerabl e persons, and only then
by their effect on econom c growh nmeasured quantitatively. Second,
integrating human rights with the right to devel opment requires that nore
attention be given to the need for fostering donestic-|ed econom c strategies
over export-led strategies. The assunption that what is good for trade is
good for people needs to be called into question. A good place to beginis to
exam ne the inmpact of the arns trade on issues of devel opment. Just as the
i nternational comunity is coming to accept the fact that the export of
tobacco has a negative inpact on the health of an inmporting country, so, too,
we need to recogni ze that the export of weaponry, legally or illegally, is
deat h-dealing. Any financial profit fromthis trade is at the price of human
msery. As the mllenniumdraws to a close, and our interdependent human race
is under the increased threat of terrorism it is time to face up to the
i nt erconnect edness of all forms of weaponry, nuclear, conventional, and
bi ol ogi cal and chemi cal. Technical genius applied to mlitary strategy and
tactics has produced an untenable result. Perhaps the time is com ng when
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humanki nd wi || recognize that the attenpt to find or establish peace through
war and the threat of war has brought us to the threshold of understanding the
futility of war, the threat of war and preparation for war.

(c) Pax Christi therefore urges that all efforts at integrating work
for human rights and devel opment shoul d nake creative use of the Decade for a
Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the Wirld procl ai med by
the United Nations Ceneral Assenbly on 10 Novenber 1998, and urges education
on the links between human rights and devel opnent as a conponent of a culture
of peace and non-vi ol ence.

(d) Finally, Pax Christi urges that the nonentum agai nst the scourge
of | andm nes devel oped within the past few years not be allowed to wane. The
i nternational treaty against |andm nes needs to be conplinented by concrete
programes for | andm ne renoval and ongoing rehabilitati on of |andm ne
victinms, and of the victins of other kinds of weapons. Perhaps the efforts
towar ds devel opnent that have enpl oyed so rmuch human i nvestnment with | ess than
adequate results can be attributed to a sinple flaw, nanely, the failure to
respect the rights of victinms, be they the victims of war or of other
i njustices.



