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Need to guarantee econonmic and cultural rights

1. International order, if rigidly conpartmentalized, would be no nore than
an adjunct to the initiatives of States or international organizations when the
occasion lends itself. International practice is all too often based on this
separate, isolated inplenentation of the juridical human rights instrunents.
Thi s "autonony" of treaties and covenants concerning human rights favours only
civil and political rights, which are increasingly acconpani ed by guarantee
mechani sns to the detrinment of econom c and social rights.

2. The Conmi ssion on Human Rights nust think about the issue of guarantees
for these econom ¢ and social rights, which have hitherto been restricted. One
guarantee of such rights, whose equality with civil and political rights is
proclained in the declarations, is the interdependence of |egal instrunents.

3. The instrunments of international personal |aw have neaning only because
they interact with one another and are part of a coherent juridical order
Econonmic and social rights are joined to political and civil rights (as
underscored in the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Progranmme of Action); neither can
be interpreted and expl ai ned outside the context of interdependence of their
conmon goal s.

4, To that end, it is suggested that a working group be created to fornulate
recommendat i ons designed to strengthen the pronotion, protection and exercise of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights through the deconpartnentalization of the
juridical order, so as to facilitate effective recognition of a subjective right
to social rights, a fundanental conponent of the right to live in "human

di gnity".

5. Thi s "human dignity" begins with recognition of the right of the child to
health and life. The 1998 WHO report shows, inter alia, that one nmllion
children, nost of themin the South, died from neasl es because they had not been

vacci nated. The disease, benign in the industrial countries, is still fatal in
t he devel oping countries despite the | ow cost of inoculation. Those mllion
deaths are an eloquent illustration of the extreme inequality of the inhabitants

of our planet and the ineffectiveness of social rights, especially the right to
health, which is essential for everyone.

6. It is paradoxical that the States of the West conduct vast camnpai gns

agai nst the exploitation of children in the production sector because it creates
difficult conpetitive conditions for certain firms in the North (hence the
notion of a "social clause" to be included in international agreements), while
there is widespread indifference to the carnage w tnessed every year in the
South for lack of essential sanitation

7. The Conmi ssion on Human Rights nust, on the basis of the WHO docunents,
address the major problemof the right to life and health of the mllions of
children in the devel oping countries who die for |lack of care even before "they
have tine to be exploited'. The Conmi ssion nust stress the need to refrain from
separating the various conponents of social rights, the forenost of which is the
right to life.



