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Not e by the secretariat

The Working Party (WP.5) at its eleventh session, discussed inter alia
the question of Euro-Asian transport |inks (TRANS/ WP.5/24, paras. 54-60). In
order to identify nore detailed objectives for the devel opnment of efficient
Eur o- Asi an transport links, the Wbrking Party decided to establish an inform
ad hoc neeting, to consider a work plan for the devel opnent of Euro-Asian
transport |inks, and asked the ECE secretariat to prepare this note, which
identifies the problens encountered on Euro-Asian transport connections
(TRANS/ WP. 5/ 24, para. 58 and 60).
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TRANS/ WP. 5/ year/serial nunmber. Reports, Agendas, resol utions and ngjor
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EURO- ASI AN TRANSPORT CONNECTI ONS
A PRELI M NARY REVI EW OF EXI STI NG PROBLEMS

1. bj ecti ves

The Working Party on Transport Trends and Economics, at its eleventh
session, held in Geneva in Septenber 1998, discussed inter alia the question
of Euro-Asian Transport Links, and requested the UN ECE secretariat, in co-
operation with the ESCAP Secretariat, to prepare a note identifying the
probl ems encountered on Euro-Asian transport connections bearing in mnd the
extension of international road, rail and combined transport networks (AGR,
AGC and AGIC) to ECE nenber countries in Central Asia and the Caucasus. The
note should also include information currently avail able on the subject,

i ncl udi ng the conclusions of technical and econom ¢ studi es prepared by
Governnments and International Organizations (TRANS/ Wp.5/24, par. 60).

This note is intended to provide a first basis for the work to be
undertaken by WP.5 and to be followed up by an informal ad hoc joint neeting.

2. Background i nformation
Recent International Conferences and Decl arations

Followi ng the interest of the countries concerned, a nunber of
i nternational resolutions and decl arati ons have been devel oped in recent
years. Not surprisingly, in all of themthe inprovenment of Euro-Asian |inks
is seen as a key lever to econom c devel opnent strategies. ESCAP and ECE are
therefore requested to work together in this field:

- New Del hi Declaration on Infrastructure Devel opnent in Asia and the
Paci fic, adopted at the Mnisterial Conference on Infrastructure held in
Cct ober 1996. Through the adoption of the Declaration, the Conference
al so | aunched the New Del hi Action Plan on Infrastructure Devel opnent in
Asia and the Pacific and further approved the operational set of 64
projects for phase | (1997-2001) of the Regional Action Programre for
i npl enmentation of the New Del hi Action Plan., including the ALTI D1/
proj ect.

- At the Tashkent Declaration (26 March 1998), the Central Asian Republics
express their intention to adopt the Un Special Programme for the
Econom es of Central Asia (SPECA). The devel opment of transport
infrastructure and sinplification of procedures for the novenent of
goods, services and people across borders is one of the 4 areas of co-
operation.

1/ Asian Land Transport Infrastructure Devel opnent.
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- The ECO Transit Transport Franmework Agreenment was signed in Tashkent on
9 May 1998. Its objectives include: to facilitate the novenent of
passengers and goods and ensure their safety, in transit and through the
respective territories of the Contracting Parties. The agreenment was
drafted with the assistance of UNCTAD.

- The International Euro-Asian Conference on Transport (12-13 May 1998,
St. Petersburg) identified the main Euro-Asian routes, and recomended
to use as a basis the extension of the international UN ECE transport
infrastructure networks to the Caucasus and the Central Asian Regions as
well as the routes identified in the UNVESCAP's ALTID project. The need
to i nprove operational efficiency (border crossing facilitation
| ogi stics, etc) was stressed. It also requested ECE and ESCAP to
continue their efforts in standardizing transport statistics and
har moni zi ng statistical questionnaires.

- The Il International Conference Transeurasia-98 (Almaty, 19-20 May 1998)
invited the UN ESCAP, ECE, EC, ECO, and OSzZhD to jointly consider issues
of linking Pan-European Transport Corridors with the Northern, Centra
and Sout hern Corridors of the Trans-Asian Railway. It also recomended
that States situated al ong these corridors introduce conpatible systens
of tracking wagon/freight novenent, giving high priority to upgrading
traffic control along transport routes. International organizations
(ECE, ESCAP, 0OSzhD, ECO, EC) were al so requested to devel op a comon
approach in code nam ng of the transcontinental corridors.

- The Decl aration of the International Conference on the Restoration of
the Historic Silk Route (Baku, 7-8 Septenber, 1998) (Baku Decl arati on)
states the progress made in the devel opnent of the TRACECA route since
its launching in 1993, wel cone the signing of the Basic Agreenent2/.

Exi sting studies

A nunber of studies on Euro-Asian |inks have been nade. Mst of them
have been conducted by ESCAP and the EU s TACI S programe. A full list of the
studies identified thus far is attached in the annex.

Si nce 1992, ESCAP has been devel oping its ALTID project, which includes
the Asian Hi ghway and the Trans-Asian Railway projects. In this context, a
study was conpleted in 1996 for the identification of |and routes for
cont ai ner transport between Europe and Central Asia3/. It was felt that this
study should be conpleted in the future with another one giving practica
gui dance for the devel opnent of cost-effective services to a variety of
destinations in Europe.

The European Uni on has devel oped a nunber of studies in the framework of
the TACI S-fi nanced TRACECA4/ project. The nost recent and conprehensive EU s
study on the topic seens to be the Conparative Study of Surface Transport
Rout es between Europe and Asia, conpleted in 1998. This study analyses in
2/ Basic Miultilateral Agreenent on International Transport for Devel opnment of
t he Europe- Caucasus-Asia Corridor
3/ Study on Asia-Europe Land Transport Corridor
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detail trade flows between Europe, CARs and the Far East, describes the
condition of the different routes and recommends to focus future efforts in
the inprovenent of the links between the EU and CARs, and di scourages from
expecting much froman inland Iink to the Far East.

OSZhD devel oped in 1997 A Coordi nated Plan for the Devel opment of
Conmbi ned Transport Services and Infrastructure on the Basis of Internationa
Performance Paranmeters and Standards, with the stated objective to create a
uni fi ed European-Asian transport system An Agreenent on Organization and
Operating Aspects of Combi ned Transport between Europe and Asia was signed in
1997 in Tashkent by 10 nenber countries. This plan could serve as a basis for
the extension of the European Agreenents AGC and AGIC to Asi a.

3. Eur o- Asi an | i nks: key issues

A nunber of different objectives are usually mentioned to justify the
strategi c i mportance of inproving the existing Euro-Asian |inks:

- The devel opnment of transport networks in the Central Asia region

- The extension of the European transport networks towards the East of the
Russi an Federation, and the Caucasus and Central Asian Republics.

- The i nprovenent of accessibility of the Central Asian |andl ocked States.

- The devel opnent of inland routes for Far East-Wstern Europe traffic, as
an alternative to existing maritinme routes.

Due to the specific conditions of the inland transport networks in the
countries concerned, there seens to be a broad consensus in giving priority to
rail ways and to conbined transport. The standards of the railway network
i nherited fromthe Soviet Union are conparatively much higher than those of
the roads. Long travelling distances and hard weather conditions also favour
rail transport. However, current conditions are far from satisfactory: the
infrastructure has been deteriorating due to poor mai ntenance and, in sone
cases, to destruction during arnmed conflicts; stopping tines at the borders
are long and uncertain; railway operations are far fromefficient... Any
attenpts to inprove transport connections in the area should therefore be the
result of a conprehensive strategy including:

- bilateral and nultilateral transit facilitation agreeenents, including
the sinplification of border-crossing procedures;

- devel opnent of transport |aws and policies based on common principles
and st andards;

- updating of existing institutional and regulatory frameworks, including
the reform of railway undertaki ngs;

- devel opnent of commercially-oriented door-to-door railway transport
servi ces;

- i nfrastructure devel opnment, including the reconstruction of key
sections, the devel opnment of maintenance programes,
construction/inprovenent of conbined transport facilities, etc;

- security issues.

4/ Transport Corridor Europe Caucasus Asi a.
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4, Suggest ed approach

Fol | owi ng the suggestions of the different Conferences, ECE and ESCAP
coul d develop a joint progranme, with consideration, inter alia, of the

following itemns:

bj ectives of the programme

The programre coul d be seen as a neans to devel opi ng an integrated
vi sion of the Asial/Europe transport system Its objectives would be the
formul ation and formalization of that transport system as well as the
i nprovenent of its operational efficiency.

Scope and contents

The devel opment of such a programme will significantly benefit from
findings nmade in previous studies. In this sense, it could be useful to focus
on the nost prom sing transport nodes and routes and on the renoval of the
nore significant barriers for their devel opnment. Tentatively:

- The anal ysis could be initially focused on railway and combi ned
transport of goods, and be circumnmscribed to the nost rel evant routes
(TSR, TAR and TRACECA), thus covering those countries menmbers of both
Regi onal Commi ssi ons.

- The following items could be devel oped. Thanks to the studies already
conducted, a good deal of information is available in nost of them

a. Networ k definition. The potential of the alternative routes has
been fully explored in the above-nmenti oned reports. The sel ected
routes could be formally agreed upon by including themin the
rel evant ECE and ESCAP net wor ks.

b. Network formalisation. The definition of the network should be
formalised by the extension of AGC and AGIC agreements to the
Caucasus and Central Asian Regions with the accession of the
countries concerned to those agreenents.

C. Data coll ection (on the agreed network): standardization of
transport statistics and harnoni zation of statistica
guestionnaires.

d. Traffic forecasts.

e. Identification of existing barriers and potential for inprovenent
in the follow ng fields:

i Regul at ory frameworKk.

ii. Ref orm of railway undert aki ngs.
iii. Infrastructure needs.

iv. Security issues.

f. Accession by the countries concerned to the rel evant internationa
conventions, and eventually, devel opnent of new internationa
agreenents.
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Annex
Annex
ESCAP_St udi es
ST/ ESCAP/ 1636 Rai | way Break-of - Gauge Probl em and Possible Solutions in the
ESCAP Regi on
ST/ ESCAP/ 1663 Trans- Asi an Rai |l way Route Requirenments: Feasibility Study on

connecting Rail Networks of China, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, the
Russi an Federation and the Korean peninsul a

ST/ ESCAP/ 1679 Trans- Asi an Rai |l way Route Requirenents: Devel opment of the
Trans- Asi an Railway in the Indo-China and ASEAN Subregi on

ST/ ESCAP/ 1681 Trans- Asi an Railway Route Rquirenents: Prelimnary Study on
Devel opnment of TAR in the Southern Corridor of Asia-Europe
Rout es

ST/ ESCAP/ 1442 Asi an Hi ghway Network Devel opnent (Project: A study for the

devel opnent of the Asian Hi ghway network)
ST/ ESCAP/ 1697 Asi an Hi ghway Networ k Devel opnent in the Asian Republics

ST/ ESCAP/ 1560 Land Transport Linkages fromCentral Asia to Sea ports in
the South and t he East

ST/ ESCAP/ 1848 Land Transport Corridors between Central Asia and Europe,
1997
ST/ ESCAP/ 1829 Joi nt ESCAP- Japan Synposi um on AH Devel opnent

E/ ESCAP/ CTC( 3) 2 Maj or Issues in Transport and Conmuni cations: Asian Land
Transport Infrastructure Devel opment: Refinenment of the
Strategy for Inplenentation of the ALTID Project

TRACECA St udi es

Transport Legal and Regul atory Framework Project

Regi onal Traffic Forecasting Mdels

I nt ermodal Transport

TRACECA Trade Facilitation.

Joint Venture for the Trans-Caucasi an Rail ways.

Central Asian Railways Restructuring and Tel ecommuni cations Studies.
Restructuring of the Azeri and Georgi an Rail ways.

EC St udy

Conparative Study of Surface Transport Routes between Europe and Asia. Fina
Report, February, 1998.



