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1. Pursuant to the Declaration by the Mnisters of the Environnent of the ECE
region at Arhus (Denmark) on 25 June 1998, the "Environnent for Europe" process
remai ns essential as a political framework for cooperation in environmenta
protection in Europe. The Mnisters at Arhus stressed that the process should
build on the work done so far and, in particular, nmove frompolicy commtments to
practical inplenentation. They reiterated the need for an efficient and cost-
effective structure for the "Environnment for Europe" process. The Mnisters also
acknow edged the inportant role of ECE in overseeing the process in close
cooperation with rel evant agenci es and organi zati ons.

2. For the preparation of the next Mnisterial Conference, which will take
place in Ukraine in Septenber 2002, and as agreed at Arhus, the ECE Committee on
Envi ronnental Policy has established the Ad Hoc Preparatory Wrking G oup of
Senior Oficials "Environment for Europe", under the chairmanship of the host
country, and an executive conmittee, which will constitute the Bureau of this
Wor ki ng G oup.

3. The Executive Conmittee will be conposed of two senior officials from
central and eastern Europe, two fromnewy independent States and four from
western Europe. The Chairpersons of the UN ECE Conmittee on Environmenta
Policy, the Task Force for the Inplenentation of the Environmental Action
Programme (EAP) for Central and Estern Europe, the Project Preparation Commttee
(PPC), and the Council for the Pan-European Bi ol ogi cal and Landscape Diversity
Strategy will also be invited. It shall also be chaired by the host country.
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4, The Working Goup will have its first meeting in 2000 in conjunction
with the seventh session of the Commttee on Environnental Policy.
Thereafter, the Woirking Group will neet as often as necessary and keep the

Conmittee on Environnental Policy informed of its progress.

5. The Working Group is responsible for the substantive preparations for
the 2002 M nisterial Conference and, in the run-up to the Conference, wll
serve as the central coordinating body for the further devel opnment of the
"Envi ronment for Europe" process. The Working G oup will consider work
undertaken to inplenment the reconmendations and the decisions of the Arhus
Conference. At the first session of the Wrking Goup, the Executive
Committee will present its proposals for the work of the Working G oup,

i ncluding tinme-schedul es.

6. Considering the | arge anmount of substantive work to be done, the
Working Group will work in close cooperation with the Task Force for the

| mpl ement ati on of the Environnental Action Programme (EAP) for Central and
Eastern Europe, the Project Preparation Committee (PPC), the Council for the
Pan- Eur opean Bi ol ogi cal and Landscape Diversity Strategy, and the European
Envi ronnment Agency. The Working Group will also cooperate with the Counci

of Europe, the Comm ssion of the European Communities, the Organisation for
Econom ¢ Co-operation and Devel opment (OECD), the European Bank for
Reconstructi on and Devel opnent (EBRD), the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the United Nations Environnent Progranme
(UNEP), the World Bank, the World Health Organi zation’s Regional Ofice for
Europe (WHO' EURO), and other international organizations and institutions,

i nternati onal non-governnmental and private sector organi zations which will be
i nvol ved in the preparation of the 2002 Mnisterial Conference.

7. The Working Group will submt the docunments prepared under its auspices
or in cooperation with other international organizations and institutions,
including the draft mnisterial declaration, to the 2002 Mnisteria
Conference in Ukraine for consideration and possi ble adoption. The Wrking
Goup will keep the Conmittee on Environmental Policy informed of the
preparati on of the documents for the Conference.

8. The Working Group nmay set up expert groups to el aborate specific
i ssues, when necessary.

9. The ECE secretariat will provide the necessary secretariat assistance
and conference facilities to the Wirking G oup at the United Nations Ofice
at Geneva, in accordance with ECE rul es and practices.




