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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. guidelines to enable ministries of education and culture to
raise awareness of the principles of the Convention which

) . ) were relevant for education, culture and communication.
Agenda item 106: Promotion and protection of the

rights of children (continued (A/53/41, A/53/57, 5. UNESCO had taken partin the Seventh Conference of
A/53/72—S/1998/156. A/53/95—S/1998/311. A/53/281. Ministers of Education of African Member States held in
A/53/311, A/53/482) ’ ’ " Durban in April 1998, and had perceived a significant shift

. in attitudes with regard to girl children, namely, that in Africa
1.  Ms. Sibal(United Nations Educational, Scientific antkhere had been a major push to get more girls into school and
Cultural  Organization (UNESCO)), referring to th&g recruit more female teachers. While education for all
recommendations for post-conflict peace-building containgdmained a long-term goal, education policies were now
in the report of the Special Representative of the Secretapgncentrating on priority areas such as rural children and the
General for Children and Armed Conflict (A/53/482), saigqycation of the girl child. A pragmatic and innovative
that at that session the General Assembly would Bgproach had been adopted, which emphasized informal
considering a draft declaration and programme of action &y cation. That approach had arisen from the desire of
promote a culture of peace. In both texts the focus would Brjcans to work out their own solutions and to break the

on post-conflict peace-building. UNESCO, which wagycle of dependence. UNESCO would help African countries
coordinating activities for the International Year for then that undertaking.

Culture of Peace, had set up a special unit for the provisign Mr. Al-Sh . . . . .
of education to children in emergency situations. 6. r. Al-Shamsi (United Arab Emirates) said that while

the almost universal ratification of the Convention on the
2. UNESCO was committed to the promotion of the rightRignts of the Child had led to increased attention being paid
of the child, especially with respect to education. Genergd the situation of the world’s children, it was only the
Assembly resolution 52/107 of 12 Decemtid97 on the jnterests of certain sectors of the population in developed
rights of the child voiced many UNESCO concerns; fogountries that were being promoted, while the situation of
example it stated that education should be directed towarggidren in developing and poor countries was characterized
the development of respect for human rights and fundamengginoverty, mainutrition, illness and illiteracy, as well as the
freedoms, the Charter of the United Nations and for differegjpjence of armed conflict, political unrest and ethnic tension.

cultures and towards the preparation of the child for . o
responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of - The Convention had highlighted several ways to help

understanding, @ace, tolerance, gender equality anBoorfamiIiesandtoimprovechildren’slivestjugh health

friendship among peoples, ethnic, national and religio&serv'ces’ nutr|t|on, edqcatlon aﬁd development. However,
groups and persons of indigenous origin. It also stressed tH8"Y developing courjtrles, partlcula'rly least developed and
role of education in protecting children with special needg,lsaste.r-prone countr'|es, Iackeq the mfrastructm eessary

the role of informal education, the question of childreff Provide such services. The international community, and

affected by armed conflict and the importance of eolucaticme muItiIatergI finangial institutions in particular, must
for the training of armed forces in the rights of the child. therefore provide assistance to the Governments of those

countries in order to enable them to help thederprivileged

3. Inthe framework of the Convention on the Rights of thgectors of the population and guarantee the basic rights of
Child, UNESCO believed that the rights of the child in thpiidhood.

field of education included the right to education, rights in di h L . in th ¢
education and rights through education. All children had th Af:corl rl]ng to.t e statlstlgs given in t ehrlzports 0
fight to a good-quality basic education, to respect for thefpternational humanitarian organizations, many children were

views and for fundamental freedoms at school. and to tm:e victims of sexual exploitation and violence, were obliged
benefits of education ’ to engage in dangerous employment and to take part in armed

conflict, all of which was in contravention of the Convention
4. UNESCO was gathering information on thenq ofinternational law. It was therefore essential that States
implementation of the Convention in the fields of educationoyld demonstrate the political will to protect all such
culture and communication. It was also monitoringnijidren, in addition to the disabled and the victims of
implementation of the Convention, educating the public 98ndmines.

the Convention, encouraging education for all, promoting the h ited b Emi had ratified th .
education and status of girls and educating children | The United Arab Emirates had ratified the Convention

especially difficult circumstances. It had formulated? 1996 and had given priority, in its national programmes,
to the interests of the child as the linchpin of sustainable
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development. Mandatory primary education had been 13. The process of globalization had both a positive and a
introduced, nurseries and health centres had been established negative impact. The international community must assist the
and programmes for disabled and orphaned children had been  developing and least developed countries, which were finding
implemented, all in keeping with the precepts of Islam and it difficult to keep up with that process. Poverty, hunger,
tradition. At the international level, assistance was provided human rights abuses and social unrest affected all levels of
to poor children, refugees and the victims of natural disasters. society in those countries, particularly children. The
Collective efforts to eradicate disease were also supported, international community also had an important role to play
as was the work done by the United Nations Children’s Fund inassisting disabled children, whose numbers were increasing
(UNICEF) to benefit the children of the world. globally owing to war, child labour, violence and abuse, and

10. The United Arab Emirates denied the unfoundéﬂ preventing the use of children as soldiers in time of war,
accusations contained in the report of the Special Rapport ich was a serious violation of the Convention. The

on the sale of children, child prostitution and ChiId’nternationalcommunityshouldcontinue to support the work

pornography (A/53/311) regarding the involvement d@ei_ng done_ in that area by humanitarian agencies_such as the
children in camel races; such races were a legal sportiH&'ted Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Office of the

activity known throughout the world and were a part of Arabjn_ited NaFions High Commis_sioner for Refugee_s and t_he
culture. The United Arab Emirates condemned th nited Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. His

employment of children in dangerous jobs, punished thogglegation therefore welcomed the proposal to establish a

who forced children to undertake such employment and W\ggrking group on the protection of the rights of children with
disabilities, as well as the recommendations of the Cdtem

coordinating bilateral efforts to stamp out trafficking in ) i . .
children in the region. on the Rights of the Child that special attention should be

o _ ) ) _ devoted to the rights of the child in defining war crimes, age
11.  Mr.Maidin Hashim (Brunei Darussalam) said that hisof criminal responsibility, aggravating and mitigating
country, which hadcceded to the Convention on the Rightgjrcumstances of crimes and protection of children’s rights

of the Child in 1995, protected the interests of children anglithin the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court.
promoted their growth and development within a framework

of tradition, culture and religion. In fulfilment of its 14. Mr.Ka (Senegal) said that, despite the progress made

obligations under the Convention, the Government was in tRE'“€ the adopt|or_1 of the Convention on the Rights of the
process of establishing a National Children’s Council whict"ild. ml_JCh remained to be _done to put into full effe(_:t the
would coordinate activities to promote children’s rightsDe_Claratlon ar_1d P_Ian of AC'[IOI’] of the V\_/orld_Summlt for
ensure that the principles of the Convention were taken in ildren. The S|tuat|on.ofchlldren as described in the various
consideration when national policies were being formulatéﬁpOrts on that subject demanded that States allocate
and prepare reports on the Convention's implementation. Tlr%:reas'ed resources _to basic educ'at|on; guaranteg the
Government was also considering a draft Children and YouHéOteCt'on of children in armed conflict, unaccompanied

Persons Order which provided for the protection of childrerr‘?fu,gee minors an'd intemallydisplaced child'ren; prevent the
enlistment of minors in armed forces; implement the

in need, children without a family and child victims of abuse , ) X )
neglect and exposure. Conventpn on Aljt|-personnel Landmines as soon as ppssmle;
draw up international norms to combat the sale of children,
12. His Government allocated a substantial amount of ig§i|g prostitution and child pornography; and mobilize the
budget to social programmes. Long before acceding to thgancial and technical resources needed to achieve the goals
Convention, it had allocated a large part of the nationsldet  of the World Summit for Children. His delegation hoped that
to education and health programmes designed to give @{k meeting of the UNICEF Executive Board to be held in
children access to free schooling from the primary to thgynuary 1999 would pave the way for the implementation of

tertiary level, as well as to health care. It also providegh effective strategy for mobilizing and managing resources
housing to ensure a healthy environment for tbertry’s ij the interests of children.

population. Those services were reviewed constantly to keeg is del , dthe C . he Rights of th
them in line with the provisions of the Convention and, as @ His delegation urged the Committee on the Rights of the

result of those efforts, the country had met most of the go(,:1(1‘,§1ilol to incr.ease the .number of its.on-site yisits; expand its
set in the Plan of Action for Implementing the Worlgdialogue with agencies of the United Nations system and

Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development gpvernment agencies with a view “? implementing the
Children in the 1990s. Convention on the Rights of the Child; and pursue its

awareness-raising and information activities, with a view to
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securing universal ratification of the Convention by the end minoder 15 were in school; for sociocultural reasons the
of the century. rate for girls (22.8 per cent) was lower than that for boys

16. His country had ratified the Convention 1990 and (37.1 per cent). Although minors under 14 were prohibited

since 1991 had been implementing a national plan of actiBXlaW from _workmg, minors often had_to work from an early
for children, in fulfilment of the recommendations of thé?9: sometimes without pay. Acc_ordmg to @94 census,
International Conference of the Organization of African Unit§_?0'1 per cent of th_e 7 million children betwe(_an 19 and 14
(OAU) on Assistance to African Children, held in Dakar jyears of age were in the labour f_orce. That situation was a
1992. That plan was beingccompanied by a campaign 01result of poverty, _Iack of education and the Iong years of
child advocacy and of information on the goals of th§conomic stagnatlor_\ caused by the prolonged civil war, all
Convention. The main objectives of the national action plaq{_Wh'Ch had _con_tnbuted _tP the phenomenqn of street
were to vaccinate 80 per cent of the child population with Sﬁ{nldren, especiallyin large C|t_|es. Four years ea_trller there had
antigens under the Expanded Programme on Immunizatimen some 100,000 street children; by now their numbers had

eradicate neonatal tetanus; reduce measles mortality am&bably increased considerably. The Government was

morbidity rates by 95 per cent and 90 per cent respectiveRf;eparing and implementing, in cooperation with non-

eliminate vitamin A deficiency; carry out universal iodizatiorgOvermner"[al organlzathns a_nd m_ternatlonal bodies,

of salt; combat diarrhoeal diseases by means of offiogrammes for reintegrating children into society.

rehydration in 80 per cent of cases; promote breastfeedingin 20. Inorder to find a sustainable solution to the problems
hospitals; eradicate Guinea-worm disease; raise the overall facing children, the question of social underdevelopment must
rate of school attendance from 58 per cent to 60 per cent, and be dealt with. The Governmenth#yg adopted various

that of girls to 42 per cent; give 61 per cent of the population policies to improve the situation of society in general and that
access to drinking water and 46 per cantess to sanitation; of children in particular. T893 health policy focused on

and improve the living and educational conditions of 20,000 the family, especially women and children. The Ministry of
students in Koranic schools and of 60,000 children living in  Public Health had prepareg-tekm development plan for
institutions. The Government would also launch a major the health sector, with special emphasisoaluatps
community nutrition programme with the assistance of the health, immunization, treatment of major infectious diseases
World Bank and other agencies. and control of epidemic and sexually transmitted diseases.

17. His delegation strongly supported the preparations foree education had been introduced in order to raise the
the special session to be held in 2001 and hoped that natioﬂﬂfmmem rate from 30.1 to 50_ per c_ent by the year 2000;
evaluations would provide valuable input to the region&lh'ld_ren WOU'Q be educated_ in their m(_)t_her tongue, as
conferences to be held prior to that session. His Governmd@fpvided for in th(_e Conventlon. The _M'n'StrY had _also
had just ratified the African Charter on the Rights and We”ar%eveloped strategies with a view to_ Increasing primary
of the Child, adopted in Addis Ababa on 11 July 1996, an%duca_tlon enrqlment rates and reducing the drop-out rate,
remained ready to contribute to a global evaluation of tl,gespemally for girls.
impact of the Convention and the World Summit for Children 21. The ownpked aggression by the Government of
on the situation of children in Africa. Eritrea in May 1998 had created a new humanitarian tragedy,
18. Mr. Tessema(Ethiopia) said that his Government had‘qr'many children had perished in those attack; against
ivilians and others had been orphaned or internally

established committees at all levels to monitor th laced. That inh 4 irrational ) ,
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Chilt ISplaced. | atinhuman an , |rra.t|ona aggression ggamst
ARocent children, a flagrant violation of the Convention on

and was taking various steps to raise awareness of fh@ Riahts of the Child b | q 4. Th
Convention’s content throughout theuntry, for example byt e Rights of the Child, must be strongly condemned. The

having the text translated into eight languages. It had alggernatlonal community must support Ethiopia’s efforts 1o

presented its first periodic report on implementation of thsSist the victims of that tragedy. His Government would

Convention to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. continue cooperating with the international community to
improve the situation of children; it was grateful to UNICEF

19. During the period 1995-1996, 47.5 per cent of thgd non-governmental organizations for their interest in the
population had been under 14 years of age, which implied thafjigren of Ethiopia.

a large portion of the population was not employed. In K . ) . .
addition, only 45 per cent of the population had access%@' Mr. Donokusumo (Indonesia) said that his delegation

health services and the infant mortality rate was somewhetdPPorted the activities of the Committee on the Rights of the

between 105 and 128 per thousand. Only 30.1 per centgfild @nd was encouraged by the progress made by that
Committee at its nineteenth session with regard to the
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implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child  drop-out rates and nittdmtiad increased. His delegation
throughout the world, particularly the provisions relating to  thanked UNICEF for its support in that emergency situation.
children in armed conflict. In June 1998, when the Securig/
Council had taken up that question, his delegation had
condemned the conscription of children, called for the%
immediate demobilization and urged Governments to prohi
the recruitment of minors during armed conflicts. H

Mr. Baali (Algeria) said that, despite the significant
ogress which had been made following the adoption of the
onvention on the Rights of the Child, the situation of
l?:'Itﬂldren remained precarious in marguntries of the world:

50 million children were forced to work and 120 million

statement adopted by the Security Council anderlined the
need for the Council to remain seized of that matter.
congratulated the Special Representative of the Secret
General for Children and Armed Conflict for his work an
called on the international community to support him.

illion children aged between 6 and 11 were not attending
hool; over 200 itlion children under the age of five died

Véry year from disease; and there were 20 million refugee

r internally displaced children and 40 million street children.

23 H d inued delavs in th 26. The protection of children required the eradication of
' € expressed concern at continued delays in the procﬁﬁaerdevelopment, which was the root of the problem. Rapid

of drafnlng and' adOP““Q the optllonal .protocol to th%nd determined action must be taken to establish legal
Convention, relating to the issue of children in armed Conﬂ'cﬁameworks and mechanisms for the prevention, by all

A significant step forward had been the signing, during t ossible means, of the exploitation of children. It was very

gastlzlg?r, of ;hec?on.ventlogo_lq the th'fbg\'or,‘ gf the Us portant for the International Labour Organization to draw
Mt.oc pi mg, ro_l_#c,t'og an .ran.s F‘r'lr OC nti- ersonn p a convention on the prohibition of the exploitation of child
ines and on Their Destruction; that Convention Wa8Rhour, at a time when children from the developing countries

especi'allly important for. children. He recalled that thﬁ/ere paying a heavy price because of the ferocious
Commission on Human Rights had urggd all G_Overnmentsct,Smpetition in pursuit of a globalization which seemed to
promote gender and age appropriate mine awarenTﬁétifyallexcesses

n

programmes and child-centred rehabilitation. Children

many countries were threatened daily by more than 1@J- Another fundamental right was the right to education,
million landmines and other unexploded ordnance. He joind¢ich was the subject of the UNICEF report for 1999, and
in supporting the activities of the Special Rapporteur of tnB which investment must continue to be made. If there was
Commission on Human Rights on the sale of children, chiRfe question which required vigilance by the international
prostitution and child pornography and called on theommunity, however, it was that of the girl child, since girls
international community to cooperate with her. Unfortunately/ere the victims of discrimination and maltreatment, often
the current state of the world economy, in which millions dpecause of outdated prejudices. Girls must be protected

people were fighting to survive, contributed to thdecause later, as wives and mothers, they would have
exploitation of children. responsibility for bringing up and educating future

. . enerations.
24. In order to promote the rights of the child and enswge

children’s Survival, protection and development' th88 Since Algeria,S independence, children had been at the
Department of Social Affairs of Indonesia had beefentre of its economic, cultural and social policy, as was
designated as the national focal point and was working #¢monstrated by its ratification without reservations of the
close cooperation with various international funds arfdonvention on the Rights of the Child 1993. Education was
agencies. In 1998, two importantiiiatives had been compulsory and free up to the age of 16 and free medical care
undertaken: the declaration of the National Movement fa¥as provided in schools, hospitals and clinics. Disabled
Child Protection and the establishment of the National Chifdildren were accorded special protection. The exploitation
Protection Institute. The Department of Social Affairs ha@lf child labour was prohibited, and the minimum legal
also tried to reduce poverty by providing financial assistan¥¢0rking age was 18. Discrimination against girls was also
to private institutions, food assistance to primary scho8Fohibited, and equality of opportunities was promoted. In
children and children of poor families, financial and technica®ss than three decades, the mortality rate of children under
assistance to groups of poor families and other social welfdfte age of five had been reduced through vaccination
recipients undertaking economic adtigs, and by providing Programmes. Education costs constituted 40 per cent of the
assistance to the children of the unemployed. Activities at tiate budget; the enrolment rate of boys had reached 99 per
national level had become more difficult, since millions o§€nt, and that of girls, 89 per cent. A national plan for the
people had been forced below the poverty level, and sché@lPlementation of the World Summit for Children and a
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children’s guide had been drawn up in order to publicize the 34. The Sudan expressed concern about the children in the
content of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and southern part obtimerg, particularly those living in areas
national legislation on the subject. occupied by the rebel movement, where they were being

29. Algeria had always condemned the participation &xploited, f?(rl?ibly ﬁpr;scripted, used as human shields,
children in armed conflicts and had called for the adoption g?rtured and killed, which must be denounced anddemned

firm and urgent measures to combat child prostitution and th¥ e entiré international community. Respect for the rights

use of children in pornography. The forthcoming CorlclusioQ]fthe child in conflict zones must be one of the priorities of

of an optional protocol related to the sale of children, chilf'€ Intérnational community.

prostitution and child pornography and the commendable 35. Inorderto putan end to the bloodshed in the southern
efforts of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General part of the country, where all households were suffering,
on the impact of armed conflict on children demonstrated the especially children, his Government had signed a peace
concern of the international community about the suffering agreementin Khartoum with all the belligerents, except one
of so many of the children of the world. of the factions. Now all possible means were being tried to
30. Mr. Seghairoon (Sudan) said that, while a feWbring that faction into the agreement. The Sudan reiterated

countries enjoyed economic and technological prosperiﬁ? ap_peal to Afrlc_:an and friendly g:ountrles to mediate so as
most of the world’s population was mired in poverty andP bring that faction to reason. His Government had spared

armed conflict, the main victims of which were children. Fol'© effort to alleviate the suffering of children in the combat

that reason, international cooperation was needed so ag@fes: it was cooperating with the United Nations in

protect the rights of the child, especially through the SlJIOpO(&peration Lifeline Sudan and had established peace villages

of the developed countries and sensitization of the public.and shelters for young people of both sexes, which were open

to all those fleeing from the war.
31. The Sudan had been one of the first countries to si

n . .

and ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child, since h%ﬁ' ) Health services a_nd medical centres had been _set up to
Government attached great importance to children. The SucPa[r?V'de care for all Ch'ldrer_]' The Sudan had established a
supported the opinion of the Special Representative of tHQarmaceunc_a! factory which ha_d met 50_per c_ent of the
Secretary-General on the impact of armed conflict on chiIdréIr‘?Gds for medicines for all types ofillnesses, including yellow

that local values must be strengthened and developed. 'Itﬁ\éer' The aggression by the United States of America on the

Constitution of the Sudan established that the State mﬂéqht 0f 20 Augus 998 had totally destroyed that factory. His

protect children and young people against all forms &overnmentwould continue to call on the United Nations to
exploitation and all types of spiritual and physical harm an%lenOI afact-flnd_lng mission t_o the Sudan and t(_) ask the United
protect them morally through the provision of civic andStates ofAmencg t(_) apologize for that barbaric act and defray
religious education which would enable them to grow up a{Ee C(_JSt of rebuilding the factory._ Currently the Sudan was
a healthy generation. His Government had establishef"éﬁe”ng from the effects of flooding. Through the grace of
national council for child welfare. the Sudan’s mairQod and international cooperation, it had been possible to

institution for children, and had drawn up a national plan fd?revent the outbreak of serious illnesses which could have

the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of th%ﬁectt:"OI children because of contamination causecoinyiing

Child. and the lack of medicines.

32. In collaboration with UNICEF, his Government had - ) ,Th? bgst sqlut|on , for neglected children was
carried out activities to promote the Convention through t{gunification with their families. Solutions also needed to be
local media and had held a seminar for a group of Sudand@und for working children, since working was detrimental
journalists in order to publicize the Convention, which wal® their health and prevented them from attending school and

being published in local dialects in addition to Arabic andV{"9 N dignity. The commercial sexual exploitation of
English. children was an extremely serious phenomenon which the

) __international community must tackle with determination so
33.  Education was now compulsory from the age of six fg{s to eliminate it. The Sudan reiterated that, despite its efforts,
both sexes and a law had been promulgated on the provisipheeded assistance from the international community to

of pre-school education from the age of four. The Presidegtiarantee human rights and, in particular, to promote and
of the Republic had decided that child care facilities woulgyotect the rights of the child.

be established in workplaces in the major cities.
P J 38. Mr. Ingolfsson (Iceland) said that Iceland welcomed

the almost universal ratification of the Convention on the
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Rights of the Child. However, an increasing number of 44. The destructive impact of armed conflict on children’s
children throughout the world were being subjected to new lives was more evident than ever before. Iceland firmly
dangers and their right to childhood and development was believed that despite social and cultural differences, persons
being severely threatened. The implementation of the underthe age of 18 should not be recruited into armed forces,
Convention was of the utmost importance for the international used in combat or exposed to attacks.

fight against child abuse and was a logical step so that Stalﬁ,)s

. X e . . In order to reach an international consensus on the
parties could protect children within their boundaries.

human values of children, it was vital to involve children and

39. The global phenomenon of the sale of children, child young persons themselves in both the discussions and the
prostitution and child parography was one of the gravest aitis aimed at changing their sociallfau. Iceland urged
dangers for children in both developing and developed all States to consider human rights education in intercultural
countries, aliough its typology and extent varied between education projects, as a measure for empowering children.
countries. All children who were victims of sexual abuse must  Such activities would surely be in line with the current United
have the right to rehabilitation and reintegration into society. Natioasdde for Human Rights Education.

Iceland commended the Special Rapporteur of t
Commission on Human Rights on the sale of children, Chi‘.%i.ve
prostitution and child pornography for her report to th
General Assembly and agreed that education was one of
key factors in the prevention of the sexual exploitation
children and their rehabilitation.

Ms. Geels(New Zealand) said that, despite the near
rsal ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the

hild, children continued to live in very difficult conditions;

as clear that much work remained to be done. An area of

articular concern to New Zealand was the commercial sexual
exploitation of children throughout the world. Protection for
40. His Government had increased considerably the children from such exploitation was failing to keep pace with
resources allocated to child protection services, and national technological developments that made such exploitation
and international non-governmental organizations which, easier to perpetrate and more widely practised. The
through education and research, tried to prevent those magnitude and easy availability of child pornography on the
abhorrent crimes against children. In order to increase the Internetemphasized the urgent need for international action.
protection of the rights of children, an office of Ombudsman New Zealand would continue to work towards an optional
for Children had been established to scrutinize all laws and  protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a first
regulations as well as other issues affecting children, and step to address the problem, and it hoped that the Working
make recommendations to the relevant authorities on howto Group of the Commission on Human Rights which was
correct a given situation. undertaking that important task would complete its work in

41. AtaEuropean follow-up conference to the 1996 Worty299-

Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 47. New Zealand also fully supported the work of the
Children, it had been recommended that commercial sexual International Labour Organization (ILO) to draft a new
exploitation of children should be considered a crime against convention aimed at eliminating exploitative child labour. It
humanity. His Government would support further would participate actively during the next session of the ILO
consideration of that issue in the Third Committee. Committee to ensure that the new convention would be one
Which many States could ratify and implement, and one,

most recognized that poverty was the main reason for ch refore, which would have the greatest potential to improve

labour. Therefore, policies and interventions to address chiltf Situation of child workers worldwide. It was important to
labour should incorporate an analysis of the linkages betwe@RSure that the international standards to respond to the
macroeconomic trends and policies and their impact @ioPlem of children’s exploitation were complementary and
children’s lives. All interventions must be based on a caref@ilt on the fundamental principles set down in the
analysis of the cultural, economic and social contexts ofPnvention on the Rights of the Child.

children’s work. However, unequal conditions of childhood 48. New Zealand welcomed the report of the Special
should not be allowed to justify the failure to address all Representative of the Secretary-General for Children in
exploitative forms of child labour. Armed Conflict, in which he noted that the translation of

43. The right to minimal subsistence and housing had beBISting stapdard_s and commitments into action t_hat could
recognized as a human rights issue. Those rights Wép@keatanglble difference was currently the most important
particularly important in order to allow children to developand pressing challenge. An important step towards that goal

as recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the chilad been the intention expressed by the Security Council in

42. Child labour was another risk factor for children, an
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a presidential statement to pay serious attention to the 58 Mapuranga (Zimbabwe) expressed his
situation of children affected by armed conflict. That intention  delegation’s full support for the statement delivered by the
must be shared and sustained by all members of society, both  Permanent Representative of Namibia on behalf of the
governmental and non-governmental organizations, and by  Southern African Development Community (SADC) on the
the United Nations itself. New Zealand welcomed and promotion and protection of the rights of children.

suppo_rted_all eff_orts to make a _difference, and_ endorsed @2. No country was immune to the tragedy of child abuse.
objectives |gient|f|ed by the_S_pe_C|aI Repr_e sentat_|ve to Prom%ﬁnbabwe acknowledged that, in many cases, poverty was the
the protection and rehabilitation of children, including th%nderlying cause of the commercial exploitation of children.

promotion of concrete initiatives iongoing conflicts and the_Governments should do their utmost to promote not only the

mobc;llza;uorr:_lgf a COane(;teld ret_spor;]se t(; metaﬁst—con(jh |(?hts of children but also the education of their families in
needs of chiidren. Her delegation hoped that th€ Need \§lye o enable them to prevent sexual violence against
urgent action could provide thg "T"petus requweq to OVETCOMfiigren. Gender-sensitive campaigns should be launched in
the cu'rrent o!eadlock on negotlanons for an optional protocg}der to build awareness and educate the public about the

on children in armed conflict. rights of children and the illediy and harmful impact of the

49. New Zealand had valued its close contact with UNICEF commercial sexual exploitation of children. It was also
during its 1998 term on the Executive Board. UNICEF played necessary to intensify educational activities on the rights of
an important role in the promotion of children’s rights, and  children and incorporate, where appropriate, the Convention
her delegation therefore supported its continued leadership on the Rights of the Child in the formal and non-formal
in the promotion of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. educational programmes of all caeswdimbabwe

50. In1997, New Zealand had sulited its initial report continued to review its Iaw_s, policies and programmes in

to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Since then,QJder to ensure that effectlve_measures_ were adop_ted to
process for considering the Committee’s observations aHEPtteCt ph|l|drde_n. I:hweis at_temptldng io moblllge t?e buzl_ne.:,s
recommendations as part of the policy-making process hagCtor, Including the tourism inaustry, in order to eradicate
been initiated. In that way, the process of reporting to tHEe commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Committee could be used as an opportunity to review and 55. As for the situation of children in armed conflicts,
assess the protection and advancement of children’s rights in ~ Zimbabwe had drawn lessons from the report of Ms. Graca
New Zealand. Machel, the expert appointed by the Secretary-General to

51. The Prime Minister of New Zealand, Ms. JennyShipIe?,tUdythe impact of armed conflict on children. Landmines had

had stated that, in order to find solutions to young peoplecéal'g]ed |n|:]oc§_rcljt lives in Z|mhbal:()jW(|:, partlcula}rllydthose of
issues, it was necessary to listen to them. Therefore, the Priﬁlu"é ren, who did not comprehend their potential danger.

Minister’s Youth Advisory Forum had been established, made 56. Despite those setbacks, considerable sums were being
up of young people from all over New Zealand. It provided invested in the construction of schools in the rural areas in
young people with the opportunity to talk with the Prime order to ensure the education of all children.itiorgdd
Minister and the Minister of Youth Affairs about their views  training was being provided to teachers, particularly science

on policy issues, both youth issues and those affecting all New teachers, with a view to improving childilenis giat
Zealanders. The Youth Forum had identified families and subject area. In response to problems in the rural centres, the
family values, youth suicide, being accepted, child abuse, and Government had launched a campaign to upgrade rural
involvement in the decision-making process as the most secondary schools and bodt schere there were none.
important issues affecting young New Zealanders. District rural hospitals were also being built, and clinics and

52. New Zealand underlined the importance of maj(ﬂ‘ral centres were being upgraded in order to meet the current

national and international efforts to promote respect for tlﬂeeeds of the rural populatlon. In view Of_ the cruc_lal

rights of the child to survival, protection, development anff?POrtance of water, his Government had decided to build a
participation in society. The review of implementation of thirge dam in each of the country's districts. Zimbabwe was
Vienna Plan of Action provided an opportunity to measur%oncemed about the I_ack (_Jf crucial tools for students, sugh
efforts against that goal. The first Declaration on the Righfi €xtbooks and libraries. Access to computers in
of the Child had stated that mankind owed to the child the bedf’P@bwean schools remained very limited, which was

that it had to give. That statement was just as true as it hBEPPaply the case in most African countries. His delegation
been in 1924. appealed to those able to do so to provide assistance in

general and also for Zimbabwean children with disabilities,
particularly those who lived in rural areas.



A/C.3/53/SR.20

57. Current structural adjustment programmes had made promoting the participation of civil society in the protection

it necessary to cut projects designed to improve the situation of the rights of children, partnership agreements had been
of the poor. As a result, school enrolment was certain to drop concluded among the Department for the Protection of
and the people’s standard of living was slowly deteriorating.  Children, local government entities and non-governmental
That situation was not beneficial to Zimbabwean children.  organizations.

58. Violence against children in all its manifestations 61. Despite the serious difficulties confronting it, her
should be condemned in the strongest possible terms. His Government was determined to take the necessary steps to
delegation called for an end to female genital mutilation and upgrade the legal and social protection of children. In that

to the conscription of young boys. connection, her delegation recognized that, without the

59. Ms. Gosu(Romania) said that her delegation supporte((\JOOper"jltlon a}nd contribution Of_ the United Nations, t_he

the statement made by the delegation of Austria on behalf%\"mpean Qmon _and the Council Of_ Europe, the effective

the European Union on agenda item 106. Accordingly, S}l{gpler_nentatlc?n of its national strategy in that area would have
would refer only to some specific aspects of that itentP.een impossible.

Recognizing the importance of the support provided by 6RIls. Nyamsuren(Mongolia) said that her delegation
UNICEF to States parties to the Convention on the Rights of welcomed both the thematic discussion on the rights of
the Child, both in preparing country reports and in childrenwith disabilities by the Committee on the Rights of
implementing protection programmes, she said Romania the Child at its fourteenth session, and the Agenda for Action
trusted that the draft optional protocol related to the sale of adopted at the Oslo Conference on Child Labour.

children, child prostitution and child pornography could b%3_

o : . The labour law of Mongolia set a minimum age for entr
finalized before the tenth anniversary of the Convention. g g y

in the workforce. Children under the age of 16 years were not

60. Pursuanttothe Vienna Declaration and Programme of permitted to work, anditidexel 8 years were prohibited

Action and with a view to the promotion and protection ofthe  from carrying out arduous or dangerous tasks. However,
rights of children, Romania had elaborated a National Plan according to a recent survey, child labour had become an
of Action for 1997-2000, whose coordination, issue iromgolia. Her Government must monitor the
implementation and monitoring were ensured by the situation and establish an appropriate legal framework;
Department for the Protection of Children. Another agency however, the rights of the child in labour relations must be
that dealt with the protection of children was the National clearly defined first. In that connection, her delegation
Adoption Committee, which was also responsible for welcomed the progress achieved at the eighty-sixth session
international cooperation in that area. The basic principle of of the International Labour Conference with a view to
the National Plan of Action was to view the rights of children the adoption, in 1999, obrevemtion concerning the

as a whole. One of its most important components was the  prohibition and immediate elimination of the worst forms of
reform of the applicable legal framework. Priority had been child labour.

accorded to legislative measures aimed at protecting childign 5 .sant to the recommendations of the World Summit
in difficult circumstances. That concept included any s;ituati%r'Children her Government had elaborated and adopted in
that could have an ad\{erse Impact on th? p_hyS|caI and merltgb& the National Programme of Action for the Development
development O.f thg child. Thg §§cond priority of th? Plan Wag children in the 1990s. In attibn, the National Law on the
the decen.trahzatl.on of.actlvmes for Fhe protection of th%roteotion of the Rights of the Child had been enacted in May
rights of children VY'.th aview to expanding the competenciefygg The Programme of Action had been implemented in
of thell-ocal authorities. For example, local governments h% se cooperation with the Mongolian Action Programme for
specific departments responsible for the protection of ”fﬁe Twenty-first Century, the National Poverty Alleviation

rights of children; their main functions were to act as Clearinlgrogramme and the National Programme of Action for the
houses for information, cooperate with the central governmepf, - cement of Women adopted pursuant to the

aggncies that providgd public s_ervices,.determine Whi@gommendations of the Rio, Copenhagen and Beijing
children needed special prot_ect!on a_nd,_ln partlc_ular, ta nferences, respectively,

measures to prevent the institutionalization of children or,

where appropriate, to facilitate their reintegration in a famil§5- Her Government, in close partnership with the bodies
environment. The Plan also provided for the restructuring afdl the United Nations system stationed in Mongolia and
diversification of the institutions responsible for the/arious non-governmental organizations, had launched a
protection of the rights of children, with special emphasis dioject for the organization of a series of “One World”
their conversion into family-type iiutions. With a view to conferences aimed at promoting and coordinating, at the
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national and international levels, various follow-up activities who had been victims of sexual abuse and labour exploitation,
to the world conferences and summits of heads of State or juvenile delinquents and children with disabilities were also
Government held in the 1990s. In the next two years, a series  being carried out.

of five national conferences would be held on children, t

environment, human rights, population and development, ;;éﬁo
women.

The Government had worked closely with various

nal and international non-governmental organizations

to organize many “children’s days”, such as the “Day for

66. The Conference on Children, to be held in November Vaccination” and the “Day for Child Nutrition”. Coupled with
1998, had a dual objective: to empower Mongolia’s children, those activities, which were aimed at heightening people’s
youth, citizens and leaders to make an effective contribution awareness and encouraging their participation, was the month
to changing the situation of children in Mongolia and to of action for children organized every year from 15 May to
review the outcome of the World Summit for Children and the 15 June throughout the country. There were also 16
corresponding National Plan of Action. That first Conference newspapers for children, in which they could express their
would be carefully evaluated and the other four would build concerns, aspirations and hopes.

on the results of that exercise. 72. In its foreign aid utilization policy, her Government

67. The Government of Mongolia, where children and youth gave priority to projectsitiegefomen and children.
constituted the overwhelming majority of the population, Cooperation with United Nations organizations and agencies
expressed its appreciation for the assistance provided by had been increasingly strengthened. The Agreement on
UNICEF for over 30 years and believed that, with the Fund’s Cooperati®a6 to 2000, concluded with UNICEF, was
continued support, it would be able to adequately address the one of the Fund’s 10 largest assistance programmes in the
challenges currently facing it, while protecting children and world. Viet Nam had also helped to organize, in Hanoi, two
youth, the most vulnerable sectors of society. consultative conferences at the ministerial level on the
68. Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh Ha (Viet Nam) said that, p_rotectic_)n of children for the Eastern Asia a_md Pacific r(_eg_ion

e‘én April and November 1995, respectively). The joint
statements issued at the two conferences had encouraged Viet

facing increasingly serious problems, such as violence, drhI m to scrupulously review the |mplementat_|on of its
addiction, sexual exploitation, poverty and armed conflict. |\t| t_|o_n_al Programme (_)f Action and to strengthen its planned

was therefore necessary to formulate specific legislation afgtivities for the coming years.

policies in the legal, economic, political and social fields and, 73.1996, 95.14 per cent of Viethamese children under

at the same time, to promote the participation of one year of age had beenimmunized against the six childhood
non-governmental organizations and of society as a whole, infectious diseases. Some 97 per cent of villages were
as well as greater coordination and participation by the engaged in programmes to combat malnutrition and other
specialized agencies of the United Nations system. In that problems affecting children’s health. The rate of deaths
connection, it was vital to maintain the valuable contribution attributable to malnutrition had been reduced from 40 per cent
of UNICEF and of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. in 1980 to less than 10 per cent. The Government had

69. Despite its numerous socio-economic difficulties, Vié"l“ocat?d almost 10 per cent O_f its budget to education, and
Nam was firmly committed to implementing the Conventioﬁ"oprox'mater 90 per cent of children between 6 and 10 years

on the Rights of the Child. Following the promulgation ofth@f age complet_ed primar_y school. Many_problems rgmained,
Law on Protection, Care and Education for Children in 1995,0W€V?r' pamcularly with regard to Ch'_ld malnutrition and
provisions designed to protect children’s rights and interes‘:fgucat'on n “_‘ral areas. In t_hat connec_tlon, her Government
had been introduced into the Labour Code (1994), the cijfiuStéd that it would continue to enjoy the support and
Code (1995) and the Law on Amendments to the Penal CoeSistance of the international community.

(1997). 74. Ms. Cossa(Mozambique) said that her delegation
70. In 1991. the Government had established a Natior%ﬁsoaated itself with the statement made by the representative
Programme of Action for Children to the Year 2000, definin fNam|b|_a on behalf of the S_outh(_ern African Development
tasks and targets for ministries and local authorities. WithPMMunity (SADC). In keeping with the recommendations

that framework, social programmes fanter alia, poverty of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for

elimination, the universalization of primary education?hlldren and Armed Conflict, the Security Council should

primary health care and drug control had been launchd@ke th'e Iez;d in sending a Iclear mess.agefthat';[here w:;:s no
Projects to help street children, child drug addicts, childrd@OM N the International community for those who

while it was very encouraging that 191 countries had ratifi
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, children wetil s

10
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systematically committed atrocities and abuses against coordination with the Government, had been doing
children. Other bodies of the United Nations system must also remarkable work, including the distribution of food, the
play their part in implementing the recommendations opening of shelters and the introduction of vocational
contained in the study by Ms. Gragca Machel on the impact of programmes to help street children reintegrate into their
armed conflict on children, which should guide the iis and society, and the provision of freehsoling and
Committee’s work. The burden which wars, landmines, educational materials.

famine and abuses imposed on children could be eliminatgg_ Thanks to its vaccination campaigns, the Government

only if .CF“_‘T“”GS were comrr_utted to  assuming the'ﬁad reduced infant and maternal mortality rates significantly.
responsibilities and pooling their efforts. That success would not have been possible without the

75. Children represented approximately half of assistance ofthe various United Nations funds, programmes
Mozambique’s population and their well-being was one of and specialized agencies, such as UNICEF, the World Health
the Government 's main priorities in its partnership with civil  Organization (WHQO) and the United Nations Development
society and international organizations. Programme (UNDP), which had been activelydad in

gnding solutions to the problems affecting the children of

76. In a survey of 180,000 Mozambican children, th )
ozambique.

overwhelming majority had considered the right to educatioM
the right to family protection and the right to shelter to be the 8Mr. Martini Herrera (Guatemala), speaking also on
most important children’s rights. behalf of Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador,

77. Mozambique had celebrated International Children@ondwas_’ N_icar_agua and Panama, exprgssed concern "’_“ the
Day in 1998 under the theme “For an Africa free Ofdelayln distributing the report of the Special Representative

landmines”, in an attempt to raise children’s awareness of tﬁ)(:r chll_drerj ar;d a_lrrned cokr?fllct, which COUI: hzldl up t_he
dangers of landmines. A large number of children had begpmmlttees ecision-maxing process. The de egat|_ons'
forced to take part in the armed conflict in Mozambique, an(boncerned were convm_ced that the Special Representative’s
the difficult task of rehabilitating them was continuing. Tha‘fvOrk would help to achieve the agreement necessary for the

task could be accomplished only with the continued suppc?r?om_ion of the draft _optional protocol to the Convention on
of the international community. the Rights of the Child.

78. The war and the country's difficult economic and socifd2: Asa fes‘%” of the mter_nal armed conflicts which h"_id
situation had led to a considerable increase in Chiﬂﬁected countries of the region, Governments were having

prostitution and child sexual abuse. According to 1p not only provide the population of former conflict areas

Government study, the main causes of that phenomenon Yith basic social services but also allocate more human and
majority of whose victims were girls from large families, Weréma_nmal resources to the difficult ta_sk, of removing
poverty, degradation of social values and deterioration Bfm—pe_rsonne! mines and_ to the populat|_on S r_ehabllltatlon
family structures. The Government had taken measuresat%d reintegration into society. E"erY dayin various parts of
reverse the situation, including legislative reforms, thifte world large numbers of children fell victim to

promotion of public education on those issues and tf@oti-personnel mines, with dire consequences for their

provision of legal, psychological and medical support tBersonal integrity and even their lives. In the affected

victims. In 1997, the Government had launched a campaigRuntries of the region, efforts which, were it not for the
against child prostitution and sexual abusediving various COCPeration of the international community and the United
ministries. The theme of the campaign was “Break the silenpigtions system, would be dqomed to faﬂure were being made
and stop child prostitution”, and it was being carried oUf r¢duce the number of victims of anti-personnel mines.
within the framework of the Declaration and Agenda fo;J'hose effortg involved educational and awareness-raising
Action of the World Congress against Commercial SexuB[©9rammes in areas where there were thought to be mines.

Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholm. 83. It was gratifying that the United Nations Diplomatic

79. One of the biggest challenges facing the Governme(r:ﬁmfere_nce of P!eqipotentiaries on the Establishment of.an

of Mozambique was the large number of orphans aAaternfe\tlonal C?nmmgl Court had gddressed the spgmal
displaced children resulting from the long years of war. OF (uation of children in armed conflicts and had taken into

the 20,000 children who had been in that situation, 15,0@(5C0um the gw.dlng principles of theo@vention on the

had been reunited with their families and the remaining 5,0699ts of the Child.

had been placed with foster families. A number of national 84. Poverty and social inequality also tended to contribute
and international non-governmental organizations, in to the sale, exploitation and sexual abuse of children. In

11
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addition to those serious problems, several countries of the children and caused the deaths of millions of children who
region also faced the problem of trafficking in babies, which could have been saved with food and immunization
was another form of exploitation, as indicated in the report programmes. Poverty was thus a denial of human rights in
of the Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child general and of children’s rights in particular.

Prostitution _and Child Pornography. Solving that gIOb%O. Her delegation supported the work done by the Special
pmb'e‘?" V.Vh'Ch affected adoptive parents aproad as We”ﬁ presentative for children and armed conflict and the
th? |_nst|tut|on§ agd Iedgal s_ystenr]]s oféhe b_akl)legjmirles of Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution
origin, required a _optmg .t € opecial appo_rteurg d child pornography and encouraged both of them to make
recommend_anon that mternatlonal_and reglonal_reglsterscogumry visits in order to hear testimony from victims of
adopted children should be established worldwide. human rights violations and propose solutions for ending such
85. The countries of the region, aware that poverty violations.

prevented many children in developing countries fror@1
exercising their_ ”9?“ t‘? education and develppment, had rs for military service and endorsed aitiatives directed
themselves priorities in the areas of education, health, fo fjpreventing the participation of minors in hostilities. It

and nutrition and specific targets for children and adolescengs, tore supported the drafting of an additional protocol to
n needdqf special ciare,' such as chﬂd;glg who V(‘jlorrlﬁg fle convention on the Rights of the Child on that issue and
enhgage mdmarg;lln; a;tlwngs, Strﬁetc lidren an (]:c "Ar€fe characterization of the recruitment of minors as a crime
who were disabled, abused, orphans or victims of armgdy. pome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The

conflicts. Government was also involved in the process of building

86. The heavyworkload of the Committee on the Rights okaqe in the countries of the subregion, especially Liberia and

the Child could delay its consideration of the reports of States  Sierra Leone, and in the mediation process in Guinea-Bissau,
parties and undermine the effectiveness of its oversight andwas participating in the mechanisms established by OAU
functions. The States parties should therefore accept the and the Economic Community of West African States for
amendment proposed to article 43, paragraph 2, of the conflict prevention and resolution in Africa, since it
Convention, increasing the number of members of the consideeadepto be an essential requirement for the
Committee, so that it could carry out its work effectively. protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
Meetings between the Committee on the Rights of the Chi

and. thteWCommltteIedon thet EtI;]m|_nzt;1t|ontpf D;s}::rlmmat]o rerequisite for economic and social development; the role
against Yomen could promote the integration of human rNgtjiz,; gevelopment agencies could play in the promotion of

and consequently, integration among the treaty-monitori%man fights should therefore be emphasized. The

bodies in general. mainstreaming of human rights into the activities of the

87. On behalf of the delegations concerned, he urged States  United Nations system could help to promote them. While
which had not yet done so to withdraw those reservationgiood human rights recordeuld not be a precondition for

which were contrary to the basic principles of the Convention the approvatoty programmes, the preparation of such

on the Rights of the Child, and called on all States to ratifyit. programmes should take into account the aims of human

88. Ms. Kaaba Camara (Cote d'lvoire) said that the rights instruments. To that end, it would be well to emulate
number of child victims of internal conflicts, in WhichUNICEF' a development agency which was a tireless

children sometimes served as cooks, bearers, spies, ordefig¢ocate for the rights of the child and whose programmes
or soldiers, was increasing. If they survived, such childreiiowed that development could be used to promote human
endured sometimes lasting physical and psychological traurfights: Her Government was grateful for the cooperation of

To the victims of conflict must be added the silent victims of | CEF., which had helped in its efforts to control Guinea
human perversion, namely the millions of children sold gyyorm, promote breastieeding and the use of oral rehydration

forced into prostitution and papgraphy, and the millions of therapy and extend immunization coverage against the main

children who died each year from hunger, malnutrition anﬂﬂ'iIdhOOOI diseases in the country. With gupport from
disease. UNICEF, the Government had begun to implement a

o programme to provide housing and occupational training for
89.  The common feature of all those situations was poveréyreet children. To enable UNICEF to contribute to promoting
Poverty led many children from poor or marginalized sectogge rights of the child and to achieving the objectives of the

the armed forces. It also led to the sale and trafficking @fovide UNICEF with the necessary funding.

Her Government had set a minimum age limit of 18

The promotion of human rights was, in turn, a

12
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93. Ms. Kapalata (United Republic of Tanzania) said that  schools, to make children aware of the problem from an early
her delegation associated itself with the statement made by age. However, developing countries needed financial support
the representative of Namibia on behalf of the Southern from the international community, particularly from the Joint
African Development Community (SADC). When the General  United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the
Assembly had adopted the Convention on the Rights ofthe Theme Group on HIV/AIDS.

Ch||(_j in 1989, the Governments of the region had feBG. Unfortunately, her country has been a first-hand witness
cpnﬂd_ent that they would take concr_ete measures to redL{E;)ethe plight of children fleeing from situations of armed

high mfa_nt and maternql mort_allty rates and SeVeltnfiictin neighbouring countries and to how they had been
malnutrition and to provide universal access to bas{?aumatized,sometimes for life. Her delegation commended

Educatiog, Eealth and S:fe drin(k}ing water. tThat r][fadlnfﬁte work done by the Special Representative of the Secretary-
appened, however, and most L>overnments, particllagy na ) for children and armed conflict, particularly in

thC:Sfe |rt1hsub—Sage(1)rgg Agr!ca, had falle%ifa; Sht(;rtt(f Flhe g0 ﬁlping to safeguard the rights of the child in the Statute of
setiorthe year - rimary respon hor atfallure 1,6 International Criminal Court. Poverty bred tension and
lay within structural adjustment programmes, which had mage. i and unless the enomies of developing countries

It necessary o d|ver.t resources from basic SOC'?" SEIVICGRre freed from the chains of external indebtedness and given
The impact on society had been severe, particularly fﬂ{e opportunity to participate in the global economy, the goals
women and children. of the World Summit for Children would remain a vision and
94. Her Government had tried to fulfil its obligations under  nothing more.

the Convention, and it paid tribute to UNICBBNDP and o7 1y piatta (Niger) said that, following the 1990 World
other United Nations agencies which had helped it to attall), it for Children and in accordance with the World
some of the goals of the Worlq Summit for Children. Th,@DecIaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of
Governmgnt was spendmg four times more on.debt SeVICIAGidren in the 1990s, his Government had spared no effort
than on pnr;:ar)ll Educatlon, hO\;\éel\(Er, ang nlngltlmez more thfff'safeguard the rights of children in the Niger. It had adopted
on primary ealth care. ltWOl,J ke to be able to devote thz?national plan of action, coordinated by the Ministry of Social
bulk of its resources to children, and therefore urged i evelopment, Population and Promotion of Women and
cred!tqrs tr? ?ke St]?psdtowards Ican_t:ﬁlllrr:g its debF, Who&‘ﬁildren; the Constitution guaranteed thmdlamental rights
servicing ha mtelr ered severely with the prgmotlon a persons in general and children in particular; with the help
protection of the rights of the child. The Heavily Indebted.™ _ < ciations of civil society, non-governmental

POOF Countries '”,'“?‘F'Ye S_hOF"d b,e expanded and t}be?ganizations and bilateral and multilateral partners,
requirements and eligibility criteria for its programmessid _institutions for disabled and abandoned children had been

be relaxed, Efmd_dek,’t .r.ep.ayments should be converted '@Qablished; legislation on juvenile courts had been drafted,
poverty eradication initiatives. although its entry into force had been delayed by financial

95. An estimated 30.6 million people were living with problems; and judges specialized in that area had been
HIV/AIDS and, as the SADC representative had pointed out, trained. Lastly, the provisions of the Convention on the Rights
42 million children would have lost one or both parents tothe of the Child had been translated into various national
pandemic by the year 2010. That state of affairs was languages. The Niger had signed all the international
especially alarming when one considered that children’s conventions designed to protect childremtbetion on

health was already poor as a result of deteriorating health  the Rights of the Child, the Convention against Torture and
services and that the pandemic was threatening even the Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
modest gains made by Governments, with the help of United  Punishment, the International Covenant on Economic, Social
Nations agencies such as UNICEF, for instance, in promoting  and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
breastfeeding. The problem of HIV/AIDS transmission and Political Rights; and the process of ratifying the
through breastfeeding was particularly acute in the case of Convention on the iRoohif the Use, Stockpiling,

poor mothers, who had few choices when it came to finding Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on
alternative means of feeding their children. Her Government  Their Destruction was well under way.

had taken practical steps to educate the population about
pandemic and means of prevention. Within its limite hii
capacities, it had provided counselling services to peo
infected with HIV/AIDS and to those living with or caring for
them. It had also begun a sex education programme

It was also necessary to combat the problems affecting
dren in poor countries and regions such as hunger, poor
%alth, illiteracy, drug addiction, overwork, lack of safety,
trafficking in children and crime. In order to safeguard the
r'i@hts of the child, the international community must take
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practical steps to alleviate poverty in the world and to help 1997 Act on the Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking
the most disadvantaged countries solve those problems. in Women and Children protected both boys and girls,

99. Mr.Vienravi (Thailand) said that in order to tackle theprO\_’id_ed measures to combat dqmestic and international
problems that affected children, a comprehensive approa{E"f’ﬁff'C_k'n_g IN persons and_treat(_ad children not as offenders but
must be taken. His delegation appreciated the work done ®3 Victims and potential W|tnesses_. Tha|lan(_j had algo
Ms. Ofelia Calcetas-Santos, Special Rapporteur on the s& vocated a centra_l role fo_r the family, had_ral_sed public
of children, child prostitution and child ppography, and her awareness about child prostitution and exploitation and had

proposal that the issue of children be mainstreamed into tREPVIded psychological support for children. A public
concerns of the United Nations. campaign had also been launched with the help of the mass

) ] ) media. The aim was to promote greater public awareness of
100. Some dcades previously, when Thailand haill een  tne horrors of child trafficking and child prostitution and to

a poor country, the exploitation of children had been virtuallygycate at-risk groups about the sordid realities of
unheard of; since then, its economic situation had improveghmmercial sex.

but what it had gained in wealth, it seemed to have lost in

innocence. With the rapid economic and social changé94' Tough perides were imposed on child exploiters,

brought on by globalization and heightened interdependen?f‘@,'ether they were parents, procurers or others involved in

children had become more vulnerable than ever before. TH ch _net_works. S_trict enforcement (_)f_the laws a_g_ain_st child
institutions of family and community that had traditionall;PrOSt't“t'on' particularly those requiring the ve_r|f|cat|on of
protected children had weakened under the onslaught gge had made brothel owners wary of employing unde-age

materialism and consumerism. As society increasingly ga%r S.

priority to material wealth and traditional mores and social 105. Those efforts must be continued, however, until the
restraints gave way to the profit motive, the ruthless problem was completely wiped out and the attitudes and
exploitation of children had become hugely lucrative. socioremic factors that made child exploitation possible
changed. Domestic efforts were not enough and must be

particularly outrageous. The roots of the problem Wer%omplemented by regional and international cooperation.

complex, and every effort must be made to put an end to thdgggional programmes to curb trafficking in children and

crimes which by depriving children of opportunity, hope andomen, SL_JCh as those among the countries of the Mekong
self-esteem, destroyed the very future of humanity. River Basin, represented a st<_ap fprward. Tha}lland was
encouraged by the passage of legislation in a growing number

102. Financial gain would not compensate for thegd-term of developed countries, including Australia, Germany, France,
scars which the exploitation of children left on society. Thqfa|y and Sweden, that imposed tough penalties on nationals

was why his Government was making a sustained, concer{gg committed sexual offences against children.

effort to address the problem in a comprehensive manne

r . . . . . .
involving not only governmental agencies but also nonlde' Ms. Haile (Eritrea) said that, at liberation, which her

governmental organizations and civil society. The MinistdfPuntry had achieved after a Iongtm;glg, Eritrean c'hlldre.n'
for Foreign Affairs had recently pledged closer cooperatid?‘f"‘d faced problems S,UCh as separation from t'helr families,
with non-governmental organizations in tackling pitigion lack of proper education, health care and nutrition, the fact

including the problems confronting women and childreﬂjat they had grown up as rgfugees in deplorable conditions
smuggled into Thailand from neighbouring countries. and the death of parents during the war. The Government had

o ) ) taken a number of concrete and urgent measures. First of all,
103. The new Corigution of Thailand, which had beenit had improved educational opportunities for all school-age
promulgated in 1997, upheld the rights of children, includinghiidren and had increased the number of schools by 30 per
protection against violence and abuse, and extended &t and the number of teachers by 22.3 per cent. Theaic
period of compulsory education from 9 to 12 years. The 199§ro0Iment rate had increased by 32.3 per cent. Secondly, it
Labour Protection Act provided broader measures for thgd created a health-care system, under which special
protection of children, including raising of the minimumgttention was paid to the needs of the family, and especially
working age to 15, limiting working hours for children ancyf women and children. In view of the need to ensure a social
safeguarding against the sexual abuse of children by thglyironment that was conducive to the normal growth and
employers. The national policy and plan of action for thgevelopment of children, orphanages had been eliminated in
prevention and eradication of commercial sexual exploitati@gyour of relocating children to live with families. The
of children comprised a broad range of programmes agfphanages had been eliminated by seeking close relatives
measures designed to address every facet of the problem. {fp could take full responsibility for the child in exchange

101. Child trafficking, prostution and pornography were
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for a monthly subsidy from the Government. A wide-ranging families. As a result of those violations, those children not
adoption system had also been introduced. already affected could also become more vulnerable to

107. Inorder to combat the serious problem of child labo #cauiring HIV.

a department had been created within the Ministry of Labour 112. In December 1997, UNAIDS had estimated that the
and Human Welfare to focus on the repression of illegal total number of AIDS orphans (defined as children who had
practices and on the adoption of preventive measures to lost their mother or both parents to AIDS) since the start of
eliminate the root causes of the problems. Monitoring the epidemic was at least 8.2 million. In many developing
mechanisms had also been strengthened with the cooperation countries, extended family systenisdrzalliy pdovided

of the trade unions. Concrete alternatives had been and supportfor orphans, butin the communities most affected by
continued to be offered to families and children for whom AIDS and other social and economic pressures the extended
child labour was a means of livelihood. family system was being pushed to the breaking point.

108. The Eritrean Government was fully coritied to the Children affected by HIV/AIDS faced the loss of family

elimination of the traditional, cultural, legal and othePrOteCt'onf dlsc_:r|m|nat!on and, in ge_neral,_ social _:_:md
obstacles that promoted or condoned discrimination agair’?ﬁycmlog'cal distress In many areas, including nutrition,
girl children. The Government had made education for boﬂ‘?_?lth care, work, educathn and housing. The more than one
girls and boys mandatory up to the seventh grade. Despite tHBl{'On thldren who_wer_e !nfegted by HIV nee_ded care and
measure, gross disparities still existed between boys and ng&tec“O_” from dlscrl_mlnatlon. Many_ articles o_f the

in school enrolment and completion rates. The low Statl%on_ventlon on the R'ths of th_e Child were d|r_ectly
accorded to girl children meant that parents gave priority ﬁpp_llcable to_H_IV prevention strateglt_as and, tog_ether with the
the education of boys. The school drop-out and noNarious provisions of_other human r_|ghts tr_eatles, should_be
attendance rates of girls in high school were a reflection Bfomote_d as a bas_ls for developing policy and enacting
that traditional attitude, which the Government and sonfPpropriate legislation.

Eritrean non-governmental organizations were seeking to 113. On5 October 1998, thét€ewmthe Rights of the
modify. Family pressure, poverty, heavy domestic workloads, Child had devoted one day to the theme of “Children living
distance from schools and early marriages were other factors inaworld with HIV/AIDS”. In her address to th@&t@emm
responsible for the non-education of girls. the Executive Director of UNAIDS had stressed the

109. The Government of Eritrea was fully coritrad to importance of wider participation in promoting human rights
protecting the health of girl children. Female genitafS & response to the AIDS epidemic. All Governments and

mutilation was widely condemned by health experts ‘,gganizations inyolved in the fight against HIV shOt_JId work
damaging to both physical and psychological health and tﬁlgs_ely together in the preparat_lon ofthe rep_orts which Sta_tes
Ministry of Health and the National Union of Eritrean Womerparties submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

had taken energetic steps to discourage and eliminate 1{-}Lléelationship of mutual collaboration should be established
practice between Governments, organizations active in the field and

_ the various treaty monitoring bodies.
110. Mr. Carmichael (Representative of the Joint United . )
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)) said thatl14- Since its establishment, UNAIDS had stressed the need

UNAIDS was working together with the United Nationd® involve children andgung people in order to combat the

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), five other co-sponsors and th%pidemic effectively. In line with the recommendations made
rest of the United Nations family to strengthen national arld t_he latest report of the C_ommttee on the Rights of the
international mechanisms for the defence and protectionsfild: UNAIDS, together with its co-sponsors and other

children, especially those infected with HIV and witHPartners, ,WOUId, .continu.e to assist Qovernments in
HIV/AIDS and children living in a world with AIDS. strengthening their information and prevention programmes.
) . o ~The Programme had established two major aims: to prevent

basic necessities, such as food, shelter and medical cgjgople affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS.
Children who were infected with HIV, those affected by the

epidemic and those living in the shadow of HIV infectiorillfr’d Inlless tﬂf’:‘?]z‘? yea;id','_,"\/ hadﬁ]royvn into gwothdW||dr(]e
continued to suffer from discrimination, exploitation an@P'demic, W 'Ch’ ldn T |t|(§>nd to having senc:jush ealth
abuse. Those violations of children’s rights were often fPnsequences, had slowed down or reversed the socio-

result of their real or perceived HIV status, or that of their
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economic progress achieved by many developing countri#®0. His delegation stressed the importance of the adoption
through great efforts. of the Statute of the International Criminal Court, which

116. The approach to AIDS must be radically reoriented §yMIy condemned the use of children in armed conflicts.
wever, much remained to be done. Another important

assigning an essential role to young people, not only becau 2 i th h h ] P | h
of their high vulnerability to HIV infection, but also becausénStrume_nt In t athspR(_arﬁ Wan t he Op;!lc:jna rotoc_o 0 :] &
their participation in prevention efforts was decisive. For thgt®nVention on the Rights of the Child, concerning the

reason, the international community must invest a major p‘,gwestlon of children and armed conflicts. Preventive measures

of its efforts and resources in guaranteeing the future st be adopted_ with aview 0 t_he traml_ng of appropriate
children and young people. personnel, the dissemination of information on methods of

_ ) ) _treatment of child victims of armed conflicts and the effective
Government had closely followed the implementation of the

Vienna Programme of Action, which had stressed the2 1. The Constution of the Russian Federation entrusted
importance of international efforts to promote the rights of thté1e Government with the fun_ctlon of protecting children and
child, particularly the rights to life, protection, developmen‘[nmhers' Inrecent years various measures had been adopted

and peace. The Russian Federation had also Wehomedt&@armonize national legislation with the provisions of the
results of various international forums, such as th(éonvention on the Rights of the Child. The family code of the
International Conference on Population and Development, tﬁélssw}n Federa_tlon had been promul_ga_ted; It est_abhshed,
World Summit for Social Development and the Fourth Worlf'ter alia, that ch_lldren must grow up within the family _and
Conference on Women, which had been very important ste&%ve full prote_ctlon, as well as various fundamentgl rights.
in promoting action by States to benefit children. s to the exercise of parental rights, the code established that

both parents had the same rights and obligations.
118. The Convention on the Rights of the Child held a ver

special place among international instruments, since alm 2. In_|mplementat|on of mternatlonal norms, the R“SS"”‘T‘
all the Member States of the United Nations had ratified iEederatlon had ad_opted various f_ederal Iavys, for example, in
It was the first international instrument devoted exclusive he area of education and the social protection of orphans and

to the protection of children. The Convention envisaged t |I'dlren who hgd been abando.ned by the_" paren'ts. In
provision of assistance to children in situations in which the?rdd_'t'on’ the President of the Russian Federation had issued
life and health were threatened: children who were beiﬁ@mouS decrees about those matters.

forced to participate in military action, who were growing ud23. 1n1995 the basic principles for social policies designed

in refugee camps, who had been abandoned to their fate or  to improve the situation of children in the Russian Federation
who were being subjected to various types of exploitation. As  up to the year 2000 had been adopted. Meutibalso

a result of the conflicts which were taking place in many parts be made of the establishment of an important federal
of the world, an entire generation of young people was programme entitled “Children of the north”. The aim of the
growing up without knowing what a school or a textbook was, programme was to promote the social and spiritual education
but with a perfect knowledge of all types of modern weapons. of children in that regionghrthe implementation of
{Deasures in the areas of health, education and recreation.

119. The United Nations had participated actively in effor

to combat the exploitation of children for military purposes’é‘mOng the rr-'.\sult's aIreany qch|eved, ment!on ShQUId be made
Ea reduction in the incidence of various diseases, an

In recent years, the Commission on Human Rights and tﬂ . :
General Assembly had taken up that question. On 29 JuRwrovementin the level of education and the development

1998, the Security Guncil had also considerd it and the®! Various types of recreational activities.

President had made a statement condemning the targeting®4. Inthe parliamentary sphere, hearings were being held
children in armed conflicts, and all action directed against on the problems of children, with the participation of
them, including sexual abuse, brutalization, abduction, forced representatives of civil society. Bé8@deand 1997,
displacement, etc. The United Nations had demonstrated its about 30 hearings had been held on those siigelds. It s
determination to save succeeding generations from the be noted that there was a complementarity between the federal
scourge of war. Measures must be adopted to remove children laws and norms at the local level, which took into account the
from the most dangerous zones and ensure their access to  specific problems encountered by children in each region.

humanitarian assistance; the reintegration of child soldie][§5 Russian society, which attached great importance to the

Avelfare of children, would spare no effort to ensure it. Despite

training must also be ensured. the difficult economic situation of the Russian Federation, his
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Government had the firm political will to provide the
necessary resources.

126. Ms. Gil (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of
reply, said that she wished to point out once again that her
Government was prepared to implement Security Council
resolution 425 (1978) within a framework which ensured the
implementation of all its elements, including that of restoring
international peace and security and assisting the Government
of Lebanon in ensuring the return of its effective authority in
the area. It was surprising that the representative of Lebanon
was insisting that the children living in southern Lebanon
were facing grave dangers because of Israeli actions, when
children living in the Israeli part of the border were also
facing grave dangers because of Lebanese actions. If the
Government of Lebanon wished to contribute to the well-
being of the children on both sides of the border, it could
collaborate with Israel in order to adopt security measures
which would allow the implementation of Security Council
resolution 425 (1978). Meanwhile, Israel would exercise its
right to defend itself from Lebanese attacks in order to protect
its civilian population.

127. Mr. Najem (Lebanon) said that Israel had raxtcepted
Security Council resolution 423.078) until 20 years after

it had been adopted and with changes in the original content.
The forces of southern Lebanon were struggling for their
freedom against the occupying forces of Israel, which were
disregarding United Nations resolutions and attacking
Lebanon with weapons of mass destruction. Those attacks,
which had caused the death of children and old people, were
examples of terrorism. Lebanon believed that Security
Council resolution 4251978) $ould be implemented in its
original version, and without conditions.

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.
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